
In the world you 
will have tribulation. 
But take heart; I 
have overcome the 
world. 

John 16:33

A word from 
The Word
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Scarecrow Decorating 
Contest at  
Farmamerica 

Farmamerica is calling on 
individuals, families, organiza-
tions, classrooms, and busi-
nesses of all kinds to showcase 
their creativity in its Scarecrow 
Contest. Once registered, en-
trants will receive a link to 
choose a time to decorate their 
scarecrow on-site on Oct. 8, 9, 
or 10. The scarecrows will re-
main on display through Oc-
tober 17. $25 for entry, 
nonprofits enter  

———————————  
“Proofing Family 
Stories to Connect” led 
by Gary Heyn Oct. 9 

“They were Related Some-
how!” Proofing Family Stories 
to Connect is a session about 
learning the genealogy which 
connects people with distant 
relatives. Gary Heyn is known 
in the region for his work as a 
genealogy researcher. Session 
at 6 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 9 at the 
Rice County History Museum, 
1814 2nd Ave NW, Faribault. 
Admission is $5 for non-
members. Register using phone 
or email: 507-332-2121 or 
emailing rchs@rchistory.org. 

———————————  
Clarks Grove  
Historical Society 
meeting and Potluck 
Oct. 9 

The Clarks Grove Historical 
Society will hold their monthly 
meeting at 6 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 
9. Alongside their annual indoor 
potluck picnic at the Clarks 
Grove Museum. This will be 
their last gathering until spring 
of 2026. 

———————————  
Virtual Author Event: 
Leigh Bardugo at 
Waseca Public Library 
Oct. 9 

Celebrate ten years of daring 
heists and loveable outcasts with 
bestselling author Leigh Bar-
dugo at a virtual Waseca-Le 
Sueur Regional Library System 
event at 6 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 9. 
The complex fantasy setting, 
thoughtfully-structured magic 
system, and deliciously morally 
gray characters all collide in a 
world readers have flocked to! 
Pick the brain of the author her-
self, celebrating the release of 
her Six of Crows. 

————————————  
Date Night at the Farm 
at Autumn Acres Farm 
Friday, Oct. 10 

Autumn Acres Farm will 
host Date Night at the Farm 
starting at 6 p.m. Friday, Oct. 
10. Enjoy a lighted hayride, 
community bonfires, music 
and ambient lighting, pulled 
pork sandwiches, hot cider 
with sides. 

————————————  
Magna-Tile Villages at 
Waldorf Public  
Library Oct. 10 

The mayor needs a village 
up and running as soon as pos-
sible! Create design plans and 
speed build with an amazing 
assortment of Magna-Tile sets 
at Waldorf Public Library at 
3:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 10. 
Geared for ages 7 to 12. 

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

Waseca resident Ross Delory can 
name a considerable list of losses. 
One of the few he’s pleased with is 
the removal of an “itchy lump” from 
the left side of his neck–a very local-
ized case of skin cancer.  

Cancer free for the past three 
months after a seven-month journey 
that included chemotherapy and 
more than seven hours of surgery, 
Delory, 68, is a noticeable figure 
around town for at least three rea-
sons.  

His face features a white, nine-
inch beard.  

He has a boisterous, outgoing per-
sonality.  

He wears a wide-brimmed hat 
with a duck on top. 

Delory explains that soon after he 
was diagnosed with cancer, a nurse 
suggested he should acquire a wide-
brimmed hat to protect his skin from 
exposure to the sun and, since he is 
single and lives alone, that he might 
benefit from a support animal. 

Delory says he loves dogs and 
would gladly have acquired one if it 
had been feasible, but did not want 
to subject one to living in an apart-

ment. So instead, he acquired a dog 
toy–a fabric mallard duck meant to 
be thrown and fetched. Over time, he 
actually ended up with two. The first 
is about 18 inches long. Delory car-
ried it to chemotherapy sessions and 
kept it nearby during infusions. After 
a while he changed to one small 
enough to fit in his pocket. 

During one session, a nurse sug-
gested he should keep it out where 
he could see it rather than tucking it 
away. He recalls, “I decided she was 
right, and I fastened it to my hat.” 

Along with its connection to his 
love of the outdoors, Delory says he 
enjoys the duck’s role as a conver-
sation starter. 

“I’m a people person,” he elabo-
rates. “I love giving people an ex-
cuse to come talk to me.” 

One spontaneous conversation 
with an 11-year-old girl with down 
syndrome pertained to the duck’s 
name. “I told her it was my support 
animal and it helped me when I had 
to go through treatments,” he de-
scribes. “And she told me I should 
name it ‘Courage.’” 

Delory said he couldn’t argue with 

Ross Delory battles 
cancer with ‘Courage’
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COURAGEOUS - When he was diagnosed with skin cancer, 
Waseca resident Ross Delory was advised he might have use 
for a wide-brimmed hat and a "support animal." Since having a 
dog was impractical, he chose a dog toy to remind him of his 
connection to the outdoors.                  Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

The Janesville Waldorf Pem-
berton (JWP) school district held 
its eighth annual Athletic Hall of 
Fame ceremony at the Purple 
Goose ballroom in Janesville on 
Saturday, Oct. 4. Mike Niemczyk 
and Lance Nelson were the 
masters of ceremony. There were 
eight individual inductees for 
2025 along with three teams. 
Those being acknowledged were 
in one of three categories, athlete, 
coach or contributor. In addition 
to exceptional accomplishments 
in sports and activities, another 
requirement for being inducted to 
the hall of fame is to show good 
moral character.  

Summaries provided here do 
not necessarily list all individual 
or team accomplishments. 

Mike Cummins, athlete, a 1991 
graduate of JWP, earned nine var-
sity letters in football, basketball 
and baseball. He was also a bas-

ketball captain during his senior 
year. He played basketball for Be-
thany; also attended Mankato 
State College; and coached var-
ious levels at JWP, Waterville and 
Mahtomedi. His favorite memory 
is a 60-yard punt for a touchdown 
his senior year. Mike and his wife 
Ann have three children, Aubree, 
Carsten and Kennadee. 

Travis Gunsolus, athlete, a 
2001 graduate of JWP, played 
football and wrestled at JWP. He 
took third at state as an individual 
in 2001 and wrestled at 125 lbs. 
on the 1998 second place state 
team. Travis and his wife Kristin 
have two children, Colin and 
Lucas. 

Trent Gunsolus, athlete, a 1999 
graduate of JWP. He participated 
in football, wrestling and baseball 
and was an eight-time letter 
winner, as well as a five-time all-
conference recipient in wrestling 
and two-time all-state wrestler 
placing fourth and first in his state 

appearances. He attended Itasca 
Junior college and coached JH 
wrestling at JWP for five years. 
He has two daughters Paige and 
Brielle. With emotion in his 
voice, said Gunsolus, “Travis and 
me being inducted the same year, 
that’s pretty awesome.” 

Tim Johnson, athlete, a 1990 
graduate of JWP took part in track 
for four years and in football and 
basketball for three years. Tim 
still holds the JWP pole vault 
record. He coached pole vault at 
UW-Stout in 1996 and continues 
to coach at JWP. Said Johnson, “I 

want to thank my dad, it makes it 
easier when you have a parent in 
track and field.” 

Josh Melchior, athlete, was a 
1991 grad of JWP earning 11 var-
sity letters, four in football, four 
in wrestling and three in basket-
ball. He held the single season 
rushing record in football for 25 
years. Josh and his wife Lisa have 
two children, Tayna and Ty. Said 
Melchior, “In the 90s, Janesville 
pretty much dominated in sports. 
I’d like to think we’re responsible 

JWP Hall of Fame 
banquet honors 
individuals, teams
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HALL OF FAME - The 2000 JWP Golf Team consisting of Levi Mulcahey, Brian Finley, Sean Mulcahey, Sean Finley and Evan Holmes 
accepted their award at the Eighth Annual Athletic Hall of Fame ceremony on Saturday, Oct. 4, 2025. 

                                                            Pioneer photos by Ben Revermann

Neighborhood 
Service Center  
temporarily 
closed 
Food Shelf to  
remain open; Center 
to close from Oct.  
13 to 25 

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

According to Waseca Area 
Neighborhood Service 
Center director Cindy Ko-
lander, the thrift store has 
been notified the sidewalk 
along the building’s east side 
will be removed sometime 
during the week of Oct. 13 
and work along that wall will 
continue for as much as the 
next two weeks.With access 
to the thrift store closed off, 
“We’ve decided to close the 
store for that week and 
through the following week, 
opening again the week of 
Oct. 27,” shares Kolander.  

The store is located at 201 
Third Avenue Northwest in 
Waseca; because that is deep 
in a zone that has been un-
dergoing construction for the 
past several weeks, opera-
tions there have been inter-
fered with for some time. 

She emphasizes that the 
food shelf, which has been 
using its back door usually 
used for deliveries as its pub-
lic access during the con-
struction, will still be 
accessible to customers and 
will not be affected by the 
closure. 

Kolander says the staff has 
decided to make use of the 
down time in the store to “re-
fresh” some elements of the 
operation. “We should have 
some exciting changes in 
place when we open back 
up,” she observes. 

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

More than 50 workmen have 
been in Waseca County for the 
past couple of weeks with the 
utilities service company Os-
mose, based out of Peachtree. 
Georgia. Crew supervisor Jerry 
McCarty explains Osmose has 
been contracted by Xcel Energy 
to perform inspection and main-
tenance services on wooden 
powerline poles across the 
southern portion of the state, and 
even beyond into the Dakotas. 

Some 13 crews of 4 or so 
people have been dispersed 
through the county to check the 
integrity of poles especially from 
ground level to about 18 inches 
below. McCarty reveals that, if a 
pole is going to break, the most 
likely location of the failure will 
be in that region, since the 
amount of water, warmth, and 
oxygen available there is most 
conducive to decay. 

McCarty said there are un-
questionably “thousands” of 
poles in Waseca County alone. 
Crews work their way along 
their assigned line. Workers out 
front open up the ground to at 
least 18 inches in depth around 
the circumference of the pole 
and place the dirt on a tarp for 
easy retrieval. A crew foreman 
inspects each pole to check for 
hollowness or signs of decay. 

Osmose crews 
inspect Xcel 
Energy poles

Crews continued on 4



I donated blood for the twelfth 
time on Friday. That puts me at 
about a gallon and a half of blood 
I’ve given that has been sent to 
hospitals. What’s cool is the Amer-
ican Red Cross lets me know ex-
actly which hospital has received 
my blood and when. It’s nice to 
know I’m actually making a differ-
ence in someone’s life, although I 
tell people I just go for the fruit 
snacks and juice boxes.  

This time was the first time 
going in Denver, although I’ve 
gone in numerous communities in-
cluding Minneapolis, Waseca, and 
Faribault, and the procedures are 
always pretty much the same. The 
woman attending me had just fin-
ished her training and was on her 
first week as real blood collection 
staff. We got to talking and she ex-
plained to me she had gone to 
school for some sort of biology, but 
after a terribly awful work experi-
ence this summer, she made a ca-
reer change that seemed to be 
going well.  

I could tell she was inex-
perienced because she worked at a 
slower pace, made me read things 
I already knew, and explained 
every step she was doing. Granted, 
a first-time donor might like to 
know all those things, but after 
twelve times, I already know. Not 
to mention I had to remind her she 

wants me to squeeze the little red 
ball before she puts the needle in.  

I’ve had some not great experi-
ences in the past with phleboto-
mists trying to find my vein with 
the needle. For the sake of any sen-
sitive readers, I won’t get into de-
tail, but let’s just say a couple of 
tries with a needle in your arm is 
not the most comfortable thing to 
experience. It usually always is the 
newer  workers who can’t find it 
the first try or don't have the ease 
or grace with the needle that the 
veterans have.  

I would like to think I’m the per-
fect type of person to practice on. I 
will sit there with my mouth shut, 
take everything given and be as 
supportive as I can. But it seems al-
most every time I go in to give 
blood, it’s a newer person. And 
that’s okay, I love to see people 
learning.  

So needless to say, I was a bit 
nervous as we approached the 
point where the needle would be 

inserted into my arm.   
I looked away when she rec-

ommended it, but to my surprise, 
there was no adjusting. Just in and 
done. Granted, I looked down to 
see a drop of blood had escaped, 
which I’m sure isn’t what they 
want, but I’ll take that any day over 
needing to adjust the needle.  

The best part of giving blood 
though, is the people.  

Sitting in the waiting room after-
ward, munching on pretzels with 
my fruit snacks lined up next and 
my apple juice box in my hand, I 
watched as the kind volunteer lady 
who checked us in went over to the 
guy who had finished before me.  

“Do you want to schedule your 
next appointment?” she asked him.  

He said he was to start a new job 
and move soon, so did not want to 
schedule anything currently. She 
then turned to me to ask the same 
and I said, “Sure, why not? What 
dates do you have?”  

The only day that worked for me 

was a Monday, which is one of the 
days when I hunker down and 
crank out the newspaper pages. So 
I, ashamed I also had to reject her, 
said I would think about it, but sign 
up when I got the notification on 
my phone I was eligible again.  

The lady sitting across from me 
then raised her hand. “I’ll do it that 
day! Give me whatever time you 
have earliest.”  

Excited, the older lady went over 
to get her signed up. However, she 
was still logged into my name, so a 
notification came through on my 
phone I had signed up for Dec. 8 at 
9 a.m. I let her know that she had 
accidentally signed me up instead 
of the other lady, but I took it as a 
sign. I needed to give blood at 9 
a.m. on Dec. 8. Sarah, the lady who 
had originally wanted to be signed 
up for that time, laughed and said 
she would happily take the next 
slot.  

“See you on Dec. 8!” she told me 
as she left. 

Long story short, please go out 
and try to give back. You don’t 
know which amazing people you’ll 
meet.  

My Determination: "Well look at 
that, I've never been an inspiration 
before. I don't like it, it's too much 
responsibility." – Nick Miller, New 
Girl 

Giving blood and meeting new people

Two weeks ago, I wrote an ar-
ticle about how Farmamerica is 
looking for volunteers to fill var-
ious roles during the facility’s 
round of fall school field trips. I 
had the chance to speak with vol-
unteers Ron Wood and Rita and 
Jerry Janish about the sense of per-
sonal fulfillment it brings them to 
help in various ways for various 
events. 

Their enthusiasm and goodwill 
inspired me. 

I added my name to the roster of 
volunteers for the field trips and 
signed up to be on site on Tuesday 
and Thursday, Sept. 30 and Oct. 1. 

Everything was as rewarding and 
fulfilling as my interviewees had 
claimed, although my role differed 
from the ones they like to fill. 

As a person with experience as a 
teacher, it was suggested I could be 
a “tour guide” at one of the inter-
pretive sites. You are likely aware 
there are a blacksmith shop, a 
country school, a country church, a 
1930s dairy farm, a feed mill, and 
an 1880s pioneer homestead. 
Groups of students cycled through 
those locations and the interpretive 
center to learn about the various as-
pects of farming and agriculture in 
southern Minnesota across time. 

I was placed at the 1880s site. I 
was provided with a useful over-
view of the location and important 
information about the five struc-
tures located there. I was given a 

schedule regarding when groups 
would arrive and when they should 
depart. About 25 students and ac-
companying chaperones arrived at 
a time; I had 30 minutes with each 
set.  I would be giving my tour five 
times across the four hours be-
tween 9:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 

By the end of the day on Tues-
day, I was grateful it had been good 
weather, but wished it had been 
about 20 degrees cooler. 

Among the five groups were stu-
dents ranging from third-graders to 
middle-schoolers. And I must 
admit by the fourth and fifth times, 
I kept asking myself inside my 
head “Did I already say that to this 
group?” 

Now, I want to make it perfectly 
clear, the experiences and chal-
lenges faced by those settlers who 
came to Minnesota for “cheap” or 
even “free” land were fascinating. 
If the tour participants had been 
adults, I believe I could have kept 
them enthralled with the infor-
mation regarding how a pioneer 
family would arrive, settle in to 

survive the winter, and then grad-
ually acquire more weather-resis-
tant and more comfortable housing 
as their own efforts allowed them 
to establish their farm and their 
lifestyle.  

I believe we would have had fas-
cinating discussions based on his-
tory from within each of our 
families and even based on some of 
our experiences. 

I like to think all the children 
who took part in the tours I pre-
sented took home a few interesting 
facts or observations about that 
time in history. 

As for me, I learned an important 
lesson very quickly. Careful what 
questions you ask groups of young 
children–you can never be quite 
certain how on-task the answer 
might be. 

After I asked one group what 
they thought it would be like to 
spend a winter based out of a small 
“dugout” living space carved into a 
hill, I was informed “They sure had 
a lot of frogs.” A part of the group 
had distracted themselves with 

some young grass frogs that hap-
pened to be nearby. Asking what 
type of meat might have been 
smoked in the smokehouse, I re-
ceived the suggestion it might be 
the pioneers’ horses. 

When we took a look at a hand-
operated scythe, a student asked 
whether pioneers used it for killing 
deer. I kept myself from saying, 
“only if they could catch it.” 

When I told students pioneers 
sometimes used the sod roof of one 
type of structure both as a garden 
and as a place to keep their 
chickens, I was asked more than 
once “what if the chickens fell 
off?” 

The younger children provided 
all sorts of entertainment, the trou-
ble was, I didn’t dare laugh. Young 
egos can be rather fragile. There 
were a few times when I wished I 
had phrased myself a little differ-
ently, but once said, the words 
couldn’t be taken back. Not that 
anyone broke into tears or any-
thing, only that I wished I had been 
more diplomatic. It was probably 
clear to all the adults in the groups 
that, yes I had been a teacher, but 
not a teacher of elementary stu-
dents. 

I comfort myself with the belief 
I provided much more benefit than 
harm. I know I had fun, I know I 
learned a few things, and I know I 
plan to volunteer again. 

My time volunteering at Farmamerica

by Deb Bently

 In My Humble Opinion
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Compostings
by Al Batt

Growing up to be 
good, nervous men

ECHOES FROM THE 
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING 

  I don’t drive on roads that are 
under construction. 

  Where do you go? 
  Nowhere. 

DRIVING BY BRUCE’S 
DRIVE 

  I have a wonderful neighbor 
named Bruce. Whenever I pass his 
drive, thoughts occur to me. We 
had a fellow in the neighborhood 
who had a lot of dogs on his farm. 
When I say a lot, I mean more 
multitudes than I could count with 
a slide rule. There were no Chi-
huahuas in the pack. The gargan-
tuan canines probably ate them. 
That was a farmyard where a 
stranger was once heard to say, 
“Why is the rain falling only on 
my leg?” The owner of the dogs 
was a good guy, and I liked him, 
but one rite of passage for boys in 
the community was to ride a bi-
cycle past the drive where all those 
snarling, aggressive dogs lived. 
The central part of that rite of pas-
sage was to live through that pas-
sage. That was an exceedingly 
important part. We rode like the 
wind. The dogs might have eaten 
a bicycle or two, but collateral 
damage was to be expected. 
Thanks to participating in high-
speed chases involving vicious 
dogs, we grew up to be good but 
nervous men. 

  I’d recently come out of major 
surgery at a major hospital. Minor 
surgery is what someone else has. 
It was time for me to order some-
thing to eat. I ordered ginger ale 
and saltine crackers. I think of 
ginger ale as ginger ail, and its 
combination with saltine crackers 
was the family health plan while I 
was growing up. There was no de-
ductible required. When I felt 
poorly or looked peaked, my 
mother prescribed ginger ail and 
saltines. My mother could detect a 
peaked look at 100 paces. 

I’VE LEARNED 
  I’ve enjoyed visits to the Har-

kin Store, located in what was 
once the town of West Newton, 
about 9 miles from New Ulm. It 
began in 1870 and closed in 1901. 
You could get a pinch of chewing 
tobacco for a penny in 1870. That 
price must have gotten too high by 
1901. 

  DIY is an abbreviation for De-
stroy It Yourself. 

  Heated seats are rear de-
frosters. 

  Enjoy your knees and hips 
while they’re young. 

BAD JOKES  
DEPARTMENT 

  The CEO of IKEA was elected 
prime minister in Sweden. He 
should have his cabinet together in 

a couple of weeks. 
  Scientists have grown human 

vocal cords in a petri dish. The re-
sults speak for themselves. 

  Last night, I yanked out a cou-
ple of nose hairs to see if that hurt. 
Judging by how fast my wife 
woke up screaming. I'm guessing 
the answer is “Yes.” 

  My cousin’s wife said he had 
no sense of direction. So he 
packed his things and right. 

NATURE NOTES 
  It’s difficult to keep an opin-

ionated blue jay a secret. Blue jays 
have an impressive vocal rep-
ertoire, and they’re not afraid to 
use it. Jays are excellent mimics 
that impersonate red-tailed, red-
shouldered and broad-winged 
hawk calls. I heard one doing a 
broad-winged. Why? The jay 
might have been alerting other 
birds of a hawk’s presence, or it 
was trying to trick other birds into 
thinking that a hawk was nearby, 
which allowed the jay access to a 
feeder that lacked a crowd. Or 
maybe it made the call just be-
cause it could. 

  Great horned owl fledglings 
scream in the darkness. That’s not 
dipping into a reservoir of charm. 
They aren’t screaming for ice 
cream, but they are screaming for 
food. They want their parents to 
feed them. Mortality is high for 
the immature owls trying to find 
their place on the planet. 

  Orb web spiders regularly take 
down and eat their webs to recycle 
the silk proteins. As I admired a 
web’s engineering, a dried rasp-
berry cane snagged my pant leg 
and held on for dear life. “The 
Giving Tree“ is a lovely book by 
Shel Silverstein that teaches gen-
erosity and unselfishness. It’s a 
story of a tree willing to do any-
thing for the boy it loved. Maybe 
I’d encountered “The Giving 
Raspberry Cane.” Later, I ran into 
“The Giving Burdock,” which 
generously endowed me with its 
Velcro-like burs. 

  Grasshoppers have short an-
tennae, auditory organs (tympanal 
organs) on their abdomens and call 
(stridulate) by rubbing their hind 
legs against their forewings. 
Crickets and katydids have long 
antennae, auditory organs on their 
forelegs and stridulate by rubbing 
their forewings together. 

  Mourning cloak butterflies fly 
early in the spring while there’s 
still snow on the ground. They hi-
bernate through the winter as 
adults, under bark or in other small 
crevices. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 
  “There is no greatness where 

there is not simplicity, goodness, 
and truth.”—Leo Tolstoy. Be kind.

Continuing Chapter II, 1854-5: 
First White Settlement – Mr. A. G. 
Sutlief and Family – Journey from 
Dodge County, Wis. – Judge 
Green’s Narrative – Judge Lost 
and Prepared for Death – Sutlief’s 
Return – Big Boot Creek – Cross-
ing the Mississippi on Ice 

 
“From that place we proceeded to 

Beaver lake, just east of New Rich-
land, crossing its outlet where the 
road now runs. Here we saw an In-
dian and tried to get some idea from 
him what course to take to reach the 
Minnesota River, but failed to secure 
any correct information. Crossing 
some of the rivulets that unite to 
form the Le Sueur river and follow-
ing along down that stream, we 
forded it near where the village of St. 
Mary was afterwards built. We wan-
dered on, we knew not whither, until 
we struck Minnesota lake. Here we 
stayed two days and looked for 
signs. At last, about three miles west 
of the lake, we found a freshly-made 
Indian trail going southwest. We 
concluded that the Indians had gone 
on a hunting expedition and that they 
had congregated at the Minnesota 
river, starting en masse from there. 
Not knowing anything better to do, 
we took this trail back and struck 
Mankato July 4th, 1854. 

Mankato then consisted of one 
family, who kept a log boarding 
house, and one man, who presided 

over a saloon made of small poles. 
No other evidence of civilization (?) 
met our gaze. From this point we 
proceeded to Sutlief’s claim which 
he made about six miles west of St. 
Peter, remaining with him one day. 
We then followed the trail down the 
Minnesota river to St. Paul, which 
was at that time little more than an 
Indian trading post, not as large as 
St. Anthony then was, and Minnea-
polis had not yet been spoken of. 
Here we boarded a steamer for La 
Crosse, from which point we took 
our way homeward by our own con-
veyance.  

At the time of this trip, the prairies 
were covered with luxuriant grasses 
from three and a half to four feet 
high. Deer and elk roved at will, sev-
eral large herds coming within our 
view. After leaving Potter’s house, 
before mentioned, we saw no other 
house until our arrival in Mankato.  

I made no definite location on this 
trip, but concluded to return to the 
vicinity of the Straight or Le Sueur 
river, with my family, and then make 
my location. G. W. GREEN” 

The following August judge 
Green returned with his family and 
settled at Owatonna, as will more 
fully appear in these annals.  

Mr. Sutlief had been staying only 
a few days on his claim, near St. 
Peter, when he accepted an offer of 
$100 for his “right of possession.” 

He then returned to Mankato, where 
he left his family and stock, and 
sought a new location “far from the 
haunts of busy men.” After much 
traveling and a thorough inspection 
of a large extent of country, he se-
lected a portion of section 32, town 
of Wilton, as his future home. The 
most of his family still reside there. 
He arrived at this claim with his 
family and stock early in August, 
and at once broke about two acres of 
prairie. He then set about building a 
“shanty” for himself and family, and 
providing shelter for his cattle and 
sheep. It was a work of some mag-
nitude to prepare for winter, but his 
energy and industry with the effi-
cient aid of his worthy wife, over-
came all obstacles, and, in a few 
weeks, he was ready to return to 
Wisconsin with his wife and chil-
dren to remain during the winter. But 
before starting for Wisconsin with 
his family, he planned to go to La 
Crosse to get a supply of provisions 
for Luther Barrett, a hunter and 
trapper, who was to stay on the claim 
and feed and care for the sheep and 
cattle until Sutlief’s return the fol-
lowing January.  

On his trip to La Crosse, he met 
Judge Green, on Ashland prairie, 
who, with his family, eleven men, 
seven ox teams and wagons, and 
eighty head of cattle, mostly cows 
and young stock, left Beaver Dam, 

Wis., August 12th. Judge Green, 
having more supplies than he could 
easily haul, mr. Sutlief concluded to 
return with him. Arriving at Straight 
river, where Owatonna is now lo-
cated, they found that stream so 
swollen with recent copious rains 
that they could not cross it with their 
heavy loads. Here they found A. B. 
Cornell and family, the first settlers 
of Steele county, and here they 
pitched their tents and took counsel 
with each other.  

 
Editorial Note - Upon rummaging 

through the vast library of contents 
here, I stumbled across a very old 
blue book titled, “Child’s History of 
Waseca County Minnesota for Fifty 
Years, 1854-1904.”  

After thumbing through the first 
several pages it was determined this 
book was too interesting to go back 
on the shelf. So, it was used as a 
stand for a computer monitor. Sev-
eral months later, after finding a 
more suitable stand, I opened the 
book to show a reader who stopped 
into the office. After reading about 
the Horse Thief Detective Associa-
tion, I made the decision that this 
piece of history should not be lost to 
time. Since then the Pioneer and Star 
Eagle has included, “a little bit of 
this and a little bit of that,” from the 
book. 

Eli Lutgens 

C h i l d ’ s  H i s t o r y  o f  Wa s e c a  C o u n t y
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BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

zachbattenfeld@gmail.com

Zach Battenfeld
507-521-0226

Lawn Maintenance
& Residential

Snow Removal

• Since 1942 •

Great Home Cooking • Catering
Full Breakfast Menu • Daily Lunch Specials

104 State Street, Waseca MN • 835-1259
Hours: 

Sat-Sun .......... Closed
M-F .......... 8 AM–5 PM

715 S State St, 
Waseca, MN 

(507) 835-8615

Ali and Willy Malecha are excited to continue to 
bring you the excellent service you have come 

to expect at Dave’s Body Shop!

Serving Waseca and the surrounding 
areas for more than 30 years!

NRHEG one mile 
Color Run, Walk or 
Stroll Oct. 11 

Come watch the fun at 
NRHEG’s one mile Color Run, 
Walk or Stroll event in Ellendale 
on Saturday, Oct. 11 at 5 p.m. 
The fun, family-friendly event is 
a fundraiser for the community 
inclusive playground. Music, 
face painting and a food truck; 
donations accepted. Registration 
has ended, but spectators are 
welcome. 

————————————  
Fall Multi-Family thrift 
sale at The Mill Oct. 11 

There will be a multi-family 
thrift sale at the Mill from 9 a.m. 
through 1 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 
11. Find everything from kitch-
enware to electronics, clothes for 
all ages, home decor and more. 

————————————  
Calonett hosting  
collegiate level 5k race 
Oct. 11 

Calonett of rural Waseca is 
hosting a collegiate level 5k 
event featuring ten colleges on 
Oct. 11. The race begins at 11 
a.m. Food trucks will be on hand 
serving food. Attendees are en-
couraged to bring chairs if they 
wish to have seating. 

———————————— 
Farmamerica Fall  
Festival Oct. 11 

Farmamerica’s Fall Festival 
event will be from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on the Farmamerica 
grounds Saturday, Oct. 11. Sea-
sonal foods, games and activ-
ities, farm animals, tram rides, 
music from the Marv Nissel 
Band, and more. Admission is 
$8; Children under 2 are free. 

————————————  
Flavors of Fall Festival 
at Pleasant Grove Pizza 
Farm Oct. 11 

There will be a Flavor of Fall 
Festival at the Pleasant Grove 
Pizza Farm from 4-8 p.m. Sat-
urday, Oct. 11. Live music from 
the Foragers, fall flavored beers 
and fall inspired wines, plus an 
apple cider bar and of course, 
pizza made by Derek Adams. 

———————————— 
Jamboyz at the Indian 
Island Winery Oct. 11 

Musical group Jamboyz will 
perform at the Indian Island 
Winery from 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 11. They per-
form upbeat music acousti-
cally. 

————————————  
Bethlehem Inn  
Fundraiser at Starfire 
Event Center Oct. 11 

There will be a Bethlehem 
Inn Fundraiser at the Starfire 
Event Center at 6 p.m. Sat-
urday, Oct. 11. Featuring “A 
Hard Day’s Night” Buddy 
Holly meets the Beatles, tickets 
$30, available at www.beth-
leheminnwaseca.org and the 
Waseca Music Store. 

———————————— 
Waseca Hockey  
Association hosting 
Waseca Try Hockey 
for Free Oct. 12 

The Waseca Hockey Associ-
ation’s “Try Hockey for Free” 
event will be at the Waseca 
Community Arena from 8 to 9 
a.m. Sunday, Oct. 12. Children 
need not have any previous ex-
perience or equipment to par-
ticipate. To register call 
Shannon Cliff at 507-461-0985 
or email at 
b s t t c l i f f @ g m a i l . c o m 
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OUR STAFF
Jeffery Crowley OD
Angela Johnson OD
Laura Coudron OD

ADDRESS
111 Star Street
Suite 101
Mankato, MN
56001

507-387-6695 • eyeqvisionmankato.com

By MELISSA DUNN 
Staff Writer 

School Resource Officer 
(SRO) Brent Brass was the 
staff spotlight at the Oct. 2 
work session of the Waseca 
school board. Brass has been a 
police officer for 26 years, 16 
of them in Waseca. He de-
scribed his entry into the SRO 
position as “trial by fire” as it 
was during Homecoming week 
when he began his duties in the 
district. Brass said he was 
especially interested in the 
SRO position when it became 
available because he has chil-
dren in the schools. “I don’t 
know if they think it’s exciting, 
but it will be for me,” he 
laughed. 

Superintendent Eric Hud-
spith gave the board an update 
regarding special education 
provider SouthWest Metro. 
Because Waseca is an associate 
school district, SWMetro has 
to do some work with its by-
laws before the district could 
enter into a lease levy bond to 
assist in preparing the organ-
ization’s intended new location 
in the former Morristown 
school building.  Hudspith said 
he is hopeful that action can be 
taken by the board at the No-
vember meeting, and showed 
board members preliminary 
plans for a potential remodel of 
the Morristown school for 
SWMetro’s use.  

Hudspith discussed results 
taken from Morris and Peter 
Leatherman’s Minnesota 
Schools  survey which is per-
formed every autumn. Among 
the results discussed, the ma-
jority of Minnesotans believe 
their property taxes are too 
high. “Cities and counties are 
driving a majority of the in-
creases, but it is the school bal-
lots where voters can say no,” 
Hudspith told the board. Sur-
vey results also indicate Min-
nesotans would rather support 
their schools than a city or 
county, “but by the time the 
school is asking for a referen-
dum the coffer is empty,” Hud-
spith said.  

The board next looked 
through the facilities condition 
assessment completed by ICS 
over the past month. Every 
building was given a “report 
card,” taking into account fac-
tors such as age, square foot-
age, and energy usage. 
Hudspith said he plans to dis-
tribute the reports to the board 
in the near future. 

Hudspith ended the meeting 
with some good news; the 
2015 high school bond interest 
rates have become a reason-
able  percentage and he ex-
plained that between the 
present time and 2034, the dis-
trict would be looking at re-
funding their bonds at a 
savings of over $300,000. 
Hudspith explained that the 
money refunded goes back to 
the taxpayers through their 
debt services levy rather than 
to the school district. Board 
members will be voting on this 
at their next meeting on Oct. 
23. 

Staff 
spotlight 
new SRO

             WASECA                
      SCHOOL BOARD

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

Business owner Shane Wend-
land, owner of Barden's Bar in 
Waseca, dined with some of his 
customers during Waseca’s annual 
“Beers and Brats” night on Thurs-
day, Oct. 2. He recalls being pres-
ent at the inaugural launch of the 
event back in 1975. With eight 
taverns taking part, Beers and 
Brats turned State Street into a 
very busy thoroughfare. Hundreds 
of bratwurst were served around 
town; prices ranged from $5.50 to 
$7. 

At Barden’s, Carrie Wendland, 
sister to Shane, was in charge of 
the food, the tables out front, the 
awning, the grills. Said Shane, 
“She got 600 brats from Morgan’s, 
we’re not doing hot dogs, we got 
our special Diane’s Sauerkraut, 
which can also be bought sep-
arately.” So, what makes her sau-
erkraut so special? Charlotte 
Griffith, a customer who was 
munching on a brat topped with an 
extra serving, said, “This is my fa-
vorite sauerkraut, it’s sweet, sa-
vory, the perfect accompaniment 
to their brats, by far the biggest, 
juiciest and best tasting brat in 
town.” Stephanie England, Bar-
den’s waitress and bartender, stood 
in as grill master for the evening, 
“We were sold out of our brats, all 
of them by 6:50 p.m.”  

Shane added, “We were the 
originators of Beers and Brats. 
The Bushmas started it and kept it 
going when no one else did; that 

was either 1975 or ’76. Usually on 
a Thursday night we can get by 
with one or two people working; 
tonight we have two bartenders, 
one waitress and 5 or 6 people 
working outside serving.” 

The Waseca Legion had four 
tables set up outside, also with a 
protective awning. Liza Buker, 
Legion manager said, “We have 
260 brats from Morgan’s and 100 
foot-long hot dogs. Our brat buns 
are from Kwik Trip, the foot long 
buns are from Hy-Vee.” There was 
also a meat raffle and plenty of 
adult beverages to go around dur-
ing the event. After the dust set-
tled, Buker said, “We had 25 brats 
left over and 25-foot longs.” 

Deb Hoehn, owner of the Mill 
said, “We got 200 brats in three 
separate flavors, mac and cheese, 
bacon cheddar or regular from 
Wiste’s. The 50 hot dogs and buns 
came from Sam’s Club.” Hoehn 
said the Mill has joined in on 
Beers and Brats “because it’s tra-
dition, not a lot of other towns 
have something like this, it’s a 
Waseca thing.” The Mill was done 
serving by 8 p.m. 

The Boxcar Bar bought 300 
brats–and only brats–for the night. 
Owner Todd Schmidt had this to 
say on the subject, “It’s called 
Beers and Brats, not Beers and 
Brats and hot dogs and carnival 
rides and cotton candy. I know the 
dogs are more for the little kids or 
people who don’t appreciate brats, 
but we should try to keep this a 
tradition.” The Boxcar was sold 

out of brats by 8 p.m. Katie 
O’Leary’s had 300 brats on hand 
and was sold out by 7 p.m. Sweet-
Sommers VFW, in participation 
for the night purchased 100 brats 
and 25 hot dogs from Morgan’s; at 

the end of the night they had about 
five of each left. Club 57 bought 
25 cheddar and 25 regular brats, 
and purchased their buns from 
Marten Brothers. By the end of the 
evening they had 12 left. 

ORDER UP - Stephanie England was grill master for the even-
ing and helped to put out 600 Brats for Waseca's annual "Beers 
and Brats" night on Thursday, Oct. 2, 2025.  

                                                 Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

Waseca tradition, 
Beers and Brats 

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

Locals who would like a structured setting to 
improve their English skills can find one for free 
in room 325 of the Waseca Central Building from 
10 a.m. to noon on Tuesdays and Fridays and from 
7:30 to 9:30 a.m. on Wednesdays. Evening ses-
sions meet from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays. 

Offered through a regional Adult Basic Educa-
tion (ABE) consortium, the classes are open to 
anyone 18 years and older. Ann Wheeler is the cur-
rent instructor; a native of Wales, she and her hus-
band Mike spent 20 years as missionaries in 
Bolivia, and have now lived in Waseca for a few 
years. Thanks to her experience as a missionary, 
she says she is glad to be helping her students 
strengthen their skills–she knows what it can be 
like to try navigating life when opportunities for 
communication are limited by one’s ability to 
speak the local language. 

Wheeler notes that learners come with a variety 
of skill levels, and that the group uses materials 
which allow everyone to build from where they 
are at. “We all help each other,” she says of time 
spent together in class.  

Wheeler points out, “It takes real dedication to 
work these classes in among all the responsibilities 
of leading an adult life.” Especially for those who 
sometimes change shifts at work, or who have sea-
sonal jobs like construction, she says, it can be dif-
ficult to maintain consistent attendance. 

Materials used include exercises designed for 
conversation among students. During one recent 
class, learners were asked to study a drawing with 
many people in it and then discuss their appear-
ance and belongings: “Does Lisa have curly hair?” 
“How many people are carrying suitcases? 

“Class time is for conversation,” Wheeler com-
ments. To continue learning on their own, students 
can use other exercises also provided by class ma-

terials. QR codes on the pages take them to pre-
recorded conversations they can listen to and then 
answer questions about. Lessons are structured, 
Wheeler says, to enrich vocabulary and help 
strengthen the ways learners use key elements of 
language and grammar, both in writing and speak-
ing. 

She observes that the structured lessons work to 
fill gaps in the often partial understanding learners 
have acquired on their own. 

Attending class one recent Wednesday morning 
was Maria, 57. She says she has lived in the 
Waseca area for about four years, is a grandmother 
to four local children, and has a job at Walmart. 
She praises the cooperative atmosphere at her 
workplace, explaining that, when necessary, she 
can use a translation app on her phone to exchange 
information. 

Still, she says, she sees it as her responsibility 
to strengthen her skills and make communication 
with English speakers around her smoother and 
simpler. She’s grateful for the chance to attend 
class and comes as often as she can. 

Natalie, 40, can speak English well enough to 

get by in many situations, but knows she some-
times misunderstands or misses information. She 
is grateful that people are willing to act as inter-
preters, but says she would like to improve and 
strengthen her skills so she no longer has to rely 
on that kind of help. 

Brandon, 24, cannot attend classes as regularly 
as he would like because of irregularities in his 
work schedule. He, too, wants to strengthen his 
skills so he can feel more confident about the in-
formation he receives at work, in conversations 
and from television and news broadcasts. He ex-
presses gratitude for the opportunity to learn. 

Wheeler mentions that among the three class 
times she leads each week, she typically has about 
15 learners, although numbers rise and fall. 

What she can state firmly is that she and the cur-
rent participants would gladly welcome more. 

The Central Building is located at 501 East Elm 
Avenue, and is most easily entered from the north 
side. More information about the ESL classes is 
available at the Adult Basic Education Hotline, 
https://hotline.mnabe.org/display/site/105, or by 
calling 507-665-4626.

English 
learner classes 
offered for free

LEARNING TOGETHER - Natalie (left) and Maria, members of the Adult Basic Educa-
tion class for English learners, use some of the class materials as a foundation for con-
versation that allows them to practice their English.             Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

SERVICE WITH A SMILE - From left: John Wabner, Shane 
Wendland, Griffen Hager and Carrie Wendland were serving in 
front of Barden's during the annual Brats and Beers night on 
Thursday, Oct. 2, 2025.                                                         



By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

There was a record breaking 90-degree sun 
filled day on Saturday, Oct. 4 at the Waseca 
Farmers Market. Along with was a heavy wind 
accompanied by the sound of dead leaves tum-
bling along the street. But all that did nothing 
to deter Cindy Gilmore, owner and proprietor 
of Cinful Delights.   

A lifelong Wasecan raised about 10 miles 
south of town, Gilmore has been bringing her 
produce to the farmers market in Waseca since 
2012. What started out years ago to solve the 
problem of having too many tomatoes and 
nothing to do with them turned into a hobby to 
busy her Saturdays while providing a healthy 
snack for her kids after school. “I found an old 
bunch of recipes that belonged to my mother-
in-law for salsa. My kids needed a healthy after 
school snack, so I found them one.”  

Gilmore says she has four different salsa fla-
vors: “blazing,” “ fiery,” “hot” and “mild.” 

Her inventory is not as varied as it was ear-
lier in the season. She notes the problem of 
having too many tomatoes doesn’t last forever. 
Said Gilmore, “I am out of tomatoes and pick-
les for the year, but will for sure have them 
again next year.” While her cucumbers were 
prolific, she had three types of Russian dill 
pickles: spicy, horseradish and plain. She also 
had baby dills, cinnamon pickles, bread and 
butter and candied jalapeno. The pickles also 
come in spears and slices, but for those willing 
to take a risk there was also pickled garlic. 

Another product Gilmore offered was corn rel-
ish. 

On the sweeter side, she offered an impres-
sive variety of jams and jellies including a sur-
prising one titled, root beer jelly. There were 
also raspberry, grape, apple, elderberry, straw-
berry rhubarb, blueberry, pineapple or straw-
berry rhubarb and just 
plain rhubarb. On her 
table she had some cro-
chet items provided by 
her sister Dawn 
Schroeder. Said Gilmore, 

“We used to do a lot of craft shows as far away 
as Mankato but haven’t had the time. In the 
winter I switch over to holiday baking, Christ-
mas cookies and such.” More information 
about Cindy’s Cinful Delights is available on 
Facebook or by calling 507-202-8905 

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

The St. Paul Lutheran Church of 
Waseca held its Oktoberfest into 
the night on Saturday, Oct. 4. 
There was live music, food, re-
freshments, a bounce house, ham-
merschlagen and more. All 
proceeds were slated for a church 
youth group mission trip and at-
tendance at the “Higher Things” 
conference. The event raised $940. 

John Lucca, member of the band 
Los T was taking a break from 
playing in the heat to grab a drink, 
“We’ve been playing since one 
and will play till four, then the mu-
sical group Marv and Kaat will 
take over till 7:30 p.m. tonight.” 

As he spoke, a few children 
walked past dipping giant pretzels 
into nacho cheese, the occasional 
giant white grain of salt dropping 
to the parking lot. Mark Pehrson, 
President of the congregation said, 
“I accompany everyone on the 
mission trips, we went to Wash-
ington D.C. last year; this year 
we’re going to San Juan, Puerto 
Rico.” He also helps to organize 
events and raise funds, and helps 
with the festival itself when there’s 
time.   

In the middle of the parking lot, 
not far from the concessions, 
people were pounding big nails 
into stumps. Upon further inspec-
tion, it was found these people 

were playing a German game 
called Hammerschlagen, accord-
ing to an online source, “Hammer-
schlagen (also called Stump or 
Nagelbalken German for, ‘nail 
beam’, is a game in which partici-
pants compete against each other 
to drive nails into a wooden 
beam.” The stumps are set up to be 
waist high. Using hammers, 
players prove their strength by 
being the first to pound their nails 
in. There were cash prizes passed 
out to the top three winners for the 
bean bag toss and hammer-
schlagen. 

For the game of Steinholding, 
there was a line of large German-
style beer mugs, but instead of fill-

ing them with beer, players were 
using water. With both a men’s 
and women’s competition; while 
using the filled mugs, players held 
them straight out, the last one to 
lower their arm was the winner. 
There were cash prizes for this 
competition as well. These compe-
titions took place while the bands 
were on break to give the compet-
itors some serious stage time. The 
event continued through 8 p.m. 
when staff finally started putting 
things away and cleaning up. 

St. Paul’s will hold a Friday 
night turkey commercial dinner to 
continue fundraising efforts for 
mission trips, on Oct. 17, Nov. 14, 
and Dec. 12. 
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O B I T U A R I E S
Ruth Eustice 

Ruth L. Eustice, age 85 of Janes-
ville died on Monday, September 
29, 2025 at Mayo Clinic Health 
System in Mankato. 

Born on January 21, 1940 in Ja-
nesville, Minnesota, she was the 
daughter of Leonard and Stella 
(Nelson) Torgerson.   Ruth gradu-
ated from Waseca High School in 
1958.  Ruth was employed at sev-
eral local businesses over the 
years, including the Busy Bee 
Café, Herter’s, and the E.F. 
Johnson Company, all in Waseca. 
She also worked one memorable 
season at Birds Eye during corn 
pack—just to prove to her sisters 
that she could do it. 

In 1962, Ruth married Richard 
Eustice. After starting their family, 
she chose to stay home and devote 
herself to raising her children. She 
enjoyed gardening, shopping, yard 
work, bird watching, and reading. 
She also enjoyed playing solitaire 
on her iPad and keeping up with 
her favorite soap operas. 

Ruth is survived by four chil-
dren, Linda (Darrel) Flemming of 
Janesville, Rich (Kris) Eustice of 
Janesville, Kim Mayieka of Mank-
ato, and Scott (Lori Daschner) of 
Janesville; grandchildren, Katelyn 
(Aaron Brau) Flemming, Alex 
(Haley) Eustice, Olivia Eustice, 
Kenya Mayieka, Jerimiah Eustice, 
and Jersi, Allie, and Travyn 
Shoultz; and five great grandchil-
dren.   She is also survived by her 
sisters, Eleanor (Gary) Lienke of 

Pemberton, Judy Koziolek of New 
Richland, and Mona (Butch) Furst 
of Mankato; sisters-in-law, Pat 
Johnson and Monica (Charlie) 
Priebe, brother-in-law, Larry 
Wakefield; and many nieces and 
nephews.   She was preceded in 
death by her parents; husband; 
grandson, Andrew Eustice; sisters, 
Shirley (Ray) Snow and Ann Tor-
gerson; brother, Larry Torgerson; 
sisters-in-law, Joyce Wakefield and 
Jan (Ray) Schwamberger; and 
brothers-in-law, Dennis Eustice, 
Marvin Koziolek, and Jesse 
Johnson. 

Visitation was held on Monday, 
October 6, 2025 from 4:30-7:30 
PM at the Janesville Chapel of 
Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral 
and Cremation Service.   Private 
family burial was held at St. Ann’s 
Cemetery in Janesville.

Ruth Eustice

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610

teschservice@mediacombb.net

Tesch Service Center
Family-Owned Automotive Repair 
• wheel alignments
• brake services
• suspension repairs
• towing & more!
Call us today!

The process of inspection includes 
pounding on the pole with a 
hammer to detect any anomalies in 
the sound, drilling into the pole to 
check for hollowness or softness, 
scraping the exterior to check inte-
grity just below the wood’s sur-
face, and possibly more depending 
on the results of the initial tests. 

Once the inspection is finished, 
other members of the crew follow 
behind. This group applies a pre-
servative to the wood and wraps 
the base of the pole in a waterproof 
shield. The hole is filled in and the 
area around the pole is returned to 
a presentable appearance. With the 

work completed, a metal tag is fas-
tened to the pole for future refer-
ence. 

McCarty says the results of the 
inspection are recorded and Xcel 
Energy makes decisions whether 
to replace or repair any poles, each 
of which is identified by its global 
positioning system (GPS) coordi-
nates. He says poles are inspected 
every 10 years or so, and mentions 
information on the tags indicates 
Osmose performed previous in-
spections in Waseca County in 
2017. 

He predicts workmen will finish 
their work here and move on 
within the next one to two weeks; 
crews will be leaving the northern 
portion of the country around the 
end of October. Osmose, he said, 
performs utility services nation-
wide. 

■ Crews 
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Your Trusted Local Law O�ces for Over 50 Years

www.phblawo�ce.com

Waseca Of昀ce
215 Elm Ave E
Waseca, MN 
507-835-5240
888-835-5244

Janesville Of昀ce
216 N Main St
Janesville, MN 
507-234-5106
888-980-1210

Owatonna Of昀ce
150 W Park Sq
Owatonna, MN 
507-451-9000
866-451-9010

Faribault Of昀ce
415 2nd Ave NW
Faribault, MN
507-332-7425 13 NORTH EXPRESS LUBE13 NORTH EXPRESS LUBE

WAYNE NELSON
Owner/Operator

1201 North State St.
Waseca, MN 56093

Hours:
MON - FRI

8:30 AM - 6:00 PM
SAT

8:30 AM - 3:00 PM

$3 OFF
ANY SERVICE

WITH THIS COUPON

507-833-7667

• Oil Change • Air Filter 
• Cabin Air Filter • Fuel System Clean

• Serpentine Belt Replacement
• Transmission Fluid Change
• Power Steering Fluid Flush
• Check Engine Light Reset

• Antifreeze Test • Battery Test

NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED!

ETHANOL
www.guardiannrg.com

AMERICAN MADE, FARMER OWNED

Mary Gregor 
Mary Jane Gregor, age 66 of 

Elysian died on Thursday, October 
2, 2025 at Mayo Clinic Health Sys-
tem in Mankato. 

Born on April 9, 1959 in Fari-
bault, Minnesota, she was the 
daughter of Ernest and Myrtle 
(Schwartz) Gregor.  Mary gradu-
ated from Waseca High School in 
1977. Early in her working life, 
she delivered the Waseca County 
News and Shopper, but her true 
calling was in caregiving. She 
spent the majority of her career at 
the Waterville Good Samaritan 
Center as a dedicated caregiver 
and TMA, offering compassionate 
care and comfort to countless res-
idents. When the center closed, she 
continued her work at Nu Horizons 
in Elysian and most recently Whis-
pering Creek in Janesville. 

Outside of work, Mary enjoyed 
flower gardening, reading, crafts, 
and attending craft shows. She also 
loved to travel—especially trips to 
the mountains. Mary especially 
loved her two beloved cats, Bert 
and Peanut. She was member of 
Holy Trinity Catholic Church and 
the CCW. 

She is survived by her sisters, 
Marilyn (Neil) Deden of North-
field, Donna Atherton of Kasson, 
Bev (Reggie) Muellerleile of Ely-
sian, Karen (Denny) Hoy of Janes-

ville; brothers, Dennis Gregor of 
Morristown, Jim (Vicki) Gregor of 
Waterville, and Jeff Gregor of Ja-
nesville; and many nieces, 
nephews, and great nieces and 
nephews.  Mary was preceded in 
death by her parents; brother-in-
law, Doug Atherton; and niece, 
Kelly Muellerleile. 

Funeral services will be held on 
Saturday, October 11, 2025 at 
11:00 AM at Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church in Waterville.  Visitation 
will be held on Saturday from 9:00 
AM until the time of services at the 
church.  Burial will follow at Cal-
vary Cemetery in Waterville.

Mary Gregor

Cinful Delights 
are ‘sinful’ in a 
good way  

CINFULLY DELICIOUS - Cinful Delights can be found at the Waseca Farmers' Market 
with deliciousgoods. Pictured here are, from left, Andrew, Madison, Audry, Cindy, and 
Harper Gilmore of Cinful Delights were staffing a booth on Saturday, Oct. 4, 2025. 

Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

St. Paul’s Oktoberfest features 
Hammerschlagen, Steinholding

OKTOBERFEST - Left, the band Los T played at the St. Paul Lutheran Church's Oktoberfest on Saturday, Oct. 4, 2025. David 
Ziegler and Mallorie Gehloff, right, played tournament bean bag toss at the Oktoberfest celebration.  

                                                          Pioneer photos by Ben Revermann

A crew foreman with Osmose Utilities Services carries out 
an inspection on a powerline pole along Hwy 13. About 13 
crews of four people each have been working on similar in-
spections throughout the county for the past two weeks or 
so.                                                     Pioneer photo by Deb Bently



NRHEG Homecoming 2025 
brought a week full of activities, 
themed dress up days, coronation, 
and parades coming to a close Fri-
day. 

Monday evening, Jordan 
Brouwers, son of Jessica 
Brouwers, alongside Chloe 
Riewer, daughter of Jodi and Andy 
Riewer, were crowned King and 
Queen.  

Serving as the night’s Masters of 
Ceremony were Winter Pederson, 
Gabby Schlaak and Devon Nelton.  

Homecoming candidates were 
introduced in pairs, and the activ-
ities they participate in were listed; 

that information follows at the end 
of this article. 

The students’ week was busy 
with various observances, includ-
ing a trip to Ellendale for the 
parade route on Friday. Dress-up 
themes included: “Blaze orange 
and camo,” “PJ Day” “Mean Girls 
day (pink),” “Class Colors,” and of 
course, “Panther Spirit Day.” 

The Homecoming parade con-
cluded the afternoon activities Fri-
day. The football team played in an 
unfortunate 6-63 loss against Fill-
more Central. A student dance was 
held on Saturday to conclude the 
homecoming festivities. 
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Rick’s Appliance

Hours
M-F .... 7:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat ..... 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sunday ................. Closed

Visit our new Showroom!
405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

507-461-9615
Sales & Service

ricksappliancewaseca.com

Waseca Music 
C O M P A N Y

5 0 7 - 8 3 5 - 2 9 8 0
1 1 1  S o u t h  S t a t e  S t r e e t

YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STORE
Band Instruments • Repairs

Guitars • CD, DVD, & Vinyl

2025 NRHEG High School Homecoming royalty: (front, from left) Prince Holden Arnold, King Jordan Brouwers, Queen Chloe 
Riewer and Princess Rae Phillips. Back: Owen Wayne, Quinn VanMaldeghem, Gavin Lewison, Adalyn Stadheim, Camryn VanMal-
deghem, Hudson Chrz, Chloe Stork and Wyatt Tuttle.       Pioneer photos by Deb Bently

NRHEG’s 2025 Homecoming King and Queen, Jordan 
Brouwers and Chloe Riewer

Community enjoys 
festive week, game
NRHEG celebrated Sept. 29 - Oct. 4

By JANESVILLE JOURNAL 
Janesville-WaldorfPemberton’s 

homecoming began with a bang on 
Monday, September 29, as the sen-
iors enjoyed the sunrise together 
over breakfast at the JWP football 
field. But the main event everyone 
was waiting for was the crowning 
of homecoming king and queen. 
Out of all the candidates, Brielle 
James was crowned queen with 
Caleb Quast serving as the home-
coming king. Along with James, 
the other members of the home-

coming court are Tiera Anderson, 
Katie Olson, Lily Quast, and Ne-
vaeh Weimert. Representing the 
boys are King Quast, Aiden Cum-
mins, Dylan Hood, Rocco Scholl, 
and Michael Walker. Class Atten-
dants included Marin Demarais 
and Blake Neegaard, 7th grade; 
Aubrey Anderson and Brydon 
Olson, 8th; freshmen Lyric Morgan 
and James Morgan; sophomores 
Avery Carda and Tyson Kronbach; 
and juniors Grace Sanny and Tren-
ton Huber. Crown Bearers for this 

year’s homecoming were Lyda 
Quast and Huxley Weimert. 

As is tradition, a queen and king 
candidate also gets a chance to win 
Mr. and Mrs. Lips, which the JWP 
FCCLA (Family, Career and Com-
munity Leaders of America) spon-
sors. Candidates pucker up with 
red lipstick and kiss a piece of 
paper, and the high schoolers vote 
on who has the best lips. This 
year’s Mrs. Lips is Tiera Anderson, 
with Aiden Cummins joining her as 
Mr. Lips. 

 While another tradition in years 
past was a guessing game, which 
revealed some fun facts about the 
candidates, that didn’t happen this 
year. Instead, they allocated more 
time for the clubs and sports teams 
to share information about their 
seasons and upcoming events. The 
cheerleaders opened the coronation 
with a cheer, starting with the 
school song, and performing one of 
the numbers they regularly do at 
football games.

the girl’s logic, and so “Courage” 
has been the duck’s name ever 
since. 

Regarding the highly localized 
nature of his cancer, Delory spec-
ulates it is because he spent 41 
years as a truck driver in and 
around Albany, New York, where 
he was born and raised. 

He owned his own truck, and 
would haul “anything that’s legal” 
for “anyone who needed it.” Dur-
ing those many hours of driving, 
he would nearly always have the 
driver-side window open “with the 
sun beating down on my neck.” 

Delory’s connection to New 
York became gradually weaker as 
“I lost four important people in my 
life to cancer in four years.” After 
the death of his 91-year-old 
mother, Delory says he was invited 
by a cousin to come to Minnesota. 
“He told me I might as well, since 
I didn’t really have any close con-
nections left back in New York.” 

Then, after a four-year string of 
losses, Delory was diagnosed with 
skin cancer in the fifth year. “Cou-
rage” the duck aside, he says his 
largest defense, the one he’s used 
in facing tragedy for most of his 
life, is humor. 

“I don’t make light of suffer-
ing,” he assures, mentioning how 
his heart went out to those around 
him during chemotherapy ses-
sions. “Cancer sucks, and I wish 
people didn’t have to go through 
that pain and uncertainty. 

“But for me, the way I get 
through it is to make a joke.” 

He tells the story of completing 
a survey shortly after his surgery 
in which he claimed he had not 
been warned of a side effect, “that 
the surgery would give me three 
chins.” 

The surgeon, with whom Delory 
had consistently exchanged light-
hearted gaffs, called his cell phone 
after reading the feedback. “He 
only said one sentence,” re-

members Delory. “ ‘In my defense, 
you already had two of them.’” 

Delory mentions he has coupled 
humor and human connection as 
his defenses ever since acquiring 
self-diagnosed post traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD) at the age 
of 12, when his alcoholic father 
held a shotgun to his face and 
“threatened to blow my head off.” 

“I had my first beer when I was 
14, on the day of my father’s fu-
neral,” he recalls. Both an alco-
holic and a four-pack-a-day 
smoker, he says he traveled a very 
rough path until someone in his 
life pointed out “you’re not going 
to live to see 30 at the rate you’re 
going.” 

Delory shrugs and says, “So I 
quit.” A recovering alcoholic since 
1983, he went on to become an in-
formal mentor to others. He de-
scribes a late night phone call 
when a fellow person in recovery 
pleaded for a ride home. The man 
explained that, although he was 
sober, he knew that if he drove 
himself he would not be able to re-
sist stopping at “any bar he 
passed.” 

“All right,” Delory says he re-
sponded. “Where are you?” The 
caller answered, “In the passenger 
seat of your car.” 

Along with humor and human 
connection, Delory enjoys writing. 
He says his poems and stories 
center around nature and natural 
settings. He mentions having had 
two items published, one in 
“Cosmo” and one in an outdoor 
magazine, although both were 
years ago. He writes by hand in 
spiral-bound notebooks and has 
amassed quite a collection over 
time. With his life now in less up-
heaval, he says he hopes to review 
and perhaps reorganize some of 
his writings. 

Even as he moves forward, 
though, he says he plans to retain 
his “courage.” 

“I think some form of hat with a 
duck on it will be part of my life 
from now on,” he speculates. “I 
like it, and I like the way it gets 
conversations started.” 

■ Delory 
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 Dr. Martha Brown, an educator, 
small business owner, author, mu-
sician, and resident of Warsaw 
Township is running as a DFL can-
didate for the Minnesota House of 
Representatives in District 19a.   

Brown stated, “Everyone I’ve 
spoken with is tired of the extrem-
ism on both sides. They know that 
the only way our systems can truly 
work for the people is to meet in 
the middle, ensure every voice is 
heard, and develop policies that 
benefit everyone, not just the 
wealthy. As a moderate, I am lis-
tening to everyone, and will repre-
sent all residents of HD19a. That’s 
how the job is supposed to be done 
- and that’s the job I’ll do.” 

 Dr. Brown is an active com-
munity member. She is a member 
of the Faribault Rotary Club, and 
is on the Board of Directors for the 
Paradise Center for the Arts and 
Friends of the Buckham Library. 
She intentionally plants an extra 
large garden so that she can donate 
fresh produce to the Community 
Action Center (CAC) Food Shelf. 
She also accompanies the FHS and 
FMS choirs, and coordinates Ro-
tary’s Annual Youth Services 
Benefits concert and Rotary’s Vi-

sual and Performing Arts scholar-
ships at Faribault High School.   

“One of my efforts of which I 
am most proud is working with the 
HOPE Center, local law enforce-
ment, the County Attorney’s Of-
fice, and other agencies on the 
Rice County Blueprint for Safety. 
We continue tracking domestic vi-
olence in Rice County and work to 
improve inter-agency cooperation 
so that victims experience more 
satisfactory outcomes for them-
selves and their children,” says 
Brown.  

Local educator 
announces run 
for MN House

Dr. Martha Brown

JWP’s 2025 Homecoming King and Queen, Caleb Quast and Brielle James, celebrated with this year’s court during homecoming 
festivities Sept. 29 through Oct. 3.

Queen James and King Quast reign

2025 NRHEG Homecoming

2025 JWP Homecoming
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CHRIST COMMUnITY CHURCH 
2200 4th St nE, Waseca 

507-835-2235 
Service times 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
4TH STREET EVAnGELICAL 

CHURCH 
605 4th St nE, Waseca 

507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew Isker) 
Worship Sundays 10 a.m 

*     *     * 
FAITH UnITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
801 4th Ave nE, Waseca 

507-835-3167 
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHRIST THE KInG LUTHERAn 

CHURCH 
309 6th St nE, Waseca 

507-835-9176 
Worship Sundays 9 a.m., Sunday 

School/Fellowship 10:15 a.m., Wed-
nesday evening worship 6:30 p.m. 

*     *     * 
ST. JOHn LUTHERAn CHURCH 

401 3rd Ave nE, Waseca 
507-833-1703 

Sundays 9:00 a.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAn CHURCH 
314 4th Ave nE, Waseca 

507-835-2647 
Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
FIRST COnGREGATIOnAL 

CHURCH 
503 2nd Ave nE, Waseca 

507-835-4548 (office email: 
1cwaseca@hickorytech.net) 

Worship Sunday 10 a.m. 
*     *     * 

GRACE LUTHERAn CHURCH 
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-835-1709 
Worship Sunday 9 a.m. 

*     *     * 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 

CHURCH 
111 4th St nW, Waseca 
Father Glenn Ferichs 

507-835-1222 
Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m., Tues. 

and Wed. at 8:30 a.m. and Thurs. at 7 
a.m.; Saturdays at 5 p.m. 

*     *     * 
REAL LIFE CHURCH 
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-607-8245 
Sunday worship 10 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

LATTER-DAY SAInTS 
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-835-4640 
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 

1221 8th St SE, Waseca 
507-835-2213 

Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m. 
*     *     * 

CHRISTIAn ASSEMBLY 
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-833-1082 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun 

Evening 6:00 p.m., Wed. evening 6:30 
p.m. 

*     *     * 
ST. PETER EVAnGELICAL 

LUTHERAn CHURCH 
new Richland, Minnesota  

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir 
and Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship 
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters 
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
ST. PETER EVAnGELICAL 

LUTHERAn CHURCH 
Otisco, Minnesota 

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor  
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study 
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
TRInITY EVAnGELICAL 

LUTHERAn CHURCH 
new Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Mary Iverson 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, 
Sunday School; 10 a.m. Coffee 
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting 
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 
7 p.m. Council meeting 

*     *     * 
LESUEUR RIVER 

LUTHERAn CHURCH 
new Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 *     *     * 
VISTA LUTHERAn CHURCH 

new Richland, Minnesota 
Pastor Dan Kordahl 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

VISTA EVAnGELICAL 
COVEnAnT CHURCH 

new Richland, Minnesota 
Brian Schanil Pastor 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. 
Sunday School 
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Mini-
stry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and 
Yard Games, 6 p.m. until dark 

*     *     * 
ALL SAInTS 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
new Richland, Minnesota 

Father Glenn Ferichs 
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 4th 
Fridays p.m. Mass 
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m. 

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAn 

Missouri Synod 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Larry Sipe 
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m. 
Sunday School and adult bible class 

*     *     * 
IMMAnUEL LUTHERAn 

CHURCH 
Freedom Township 

Sunday – 9:15 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ZOAR UnITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST 

Pastor Ava Adams-Morris 
Waldorf, Minnesota  

Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Father Sammy Pothireddy 
Saturday - 5 p.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
TRInITY LUTHERAn 

Wilton Township 
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor 

Sunday – 8 a.m. summer worship; 
10:45 a.m. Worship starting Sept. 1 

*     *     * 
THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAInTS 
Brad Donner, Branch President 

Waseca, Minnesota 
www.lds.org 

Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 
11:20 a.m. Sunday School 
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activ-
ities, ages 12-18 

 *         *        * 
TRInITY LUTHERAn CHURCH 

412 n. Main Street, Janesville 
Pastor Jason Wolter 

Rev. Timothy Contreras 
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. Wor-
ship 
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible 
Class, 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
JAnESVILLE UnITED METH-

ODIST CHURCH 
401 n. West St., Janesville 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
BLOOMInG GROVE UnITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Morristown 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer worship 
hours, (10:45 a.m. Worship, winter)  

*     *     * 
ST. Ann CATHOLIC CHURCH 

307 W. 2nd St, Janesville 
Father Robert Schneider 

Sunday - 8:30 a.m. - Mass 
*     *     * 

FAITH LUTHERAn CHURCH 
300 Owen St., Janesville 

Pastor Sarah Krolak 
*     *     * 

ST. JOHn EVAnGELICAL 
CHURCH 

Alma City, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

TRInITY EVAnGELICAL LU-
THERAn CHURCH 

Smiths Mill, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship 

 *         *        * 
nORTH WASECA LUTHERAn 

CHURCH ELCA 
404 30 120th St. Waseca 

Pastor Sarah Krolak 
507-234-6463  

Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second 
sunday “Young at heart”  
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation 

*     *     * 
    nOTE: CHAnGES In CHURCH 
CALEnDARS MUST BE MADE 
BY A MEMBER OF THE COn-
GREGATIOn TO THE PIOnEER.

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

Built in 2023 thanks to a 
grant, the Waseca County com-
post site located south of 
Waseca along Highway 13 is 
now offering compost for sale. 
Recycling supervisor Tammie 
Bramer clarifies the recycling 
center has had compost avail-
able for purchase since 2021, 
but this is the first time mate-
rial from the 4.5 acre area vis-
ible along the highway has 
been available for purchase. 

The price is $25 a ton, which 
works out to about a penny a 
pound. 

“People can buy it by the 
trailer load, a pickup full, or a 
five-gallon bucket,” describes 
Bramer. “It all depends on how 
they want to use it.” She men-
tions households sometimes 
purchase it to fill raised garden 
beds. 

Bramer does not market the 
material as “dirt” because al-
though it has most of the same 
properties and may be even 
richer than typical soil in cer-
tain microbes and nutrients, it 
is not the black dirt someone 
might purchase from a land-
scaper. It can, however, be 
used in all the same ways. To 
dispel some misconceptions 
she has heard, Bramer reports 
the compost does not have any 
unpleasant smell and is not 
“mulch,” which is typically 
used for covering large areas 
of open ground. 

Compost produced at a dif-
ferent location on county prop-
erty has been for sale since 
2021; Bramer tells of having 
purchased some herself for 
porch pots. She says the largest 
single customer has likely been 
the city of Waseca, which used 
truckloads of it when landscap-
ing the city dog park and other 
locations. 

That seems fitting given the 
city regularly brings truckloads 
of leaves and yard waste to de-
posit at the site. Though com-
post can become dirt-like in 
only a few months under opti-
mal circumstances, Bramer 
seems pleased with the two-
year turnaround. 

To keep the product as 
“clean” as possible, Bramer 
mentions the county accepts 
only “yard waste.” She names 
grass clippings, fallen leaves, 
and end-of-season garden 
plants as comprising most of 
the raw material.  All waste is 
to be deposited in the compost 
site following instructions 
from the recycling center staff. 
If large bags are used to deliver 
the material, the bags must be 
emptied out and discarded 
elsewhere, not left on the 
“windrow”--the long line of 
material with open space 
around it–on the field. Any 
sticks must be smaller than a 
person’s pinky finger. Food 
products are not to be added, 
except for any aging vege-
tables that might come along 
with garden waste. 

Once material has begun the 
process of decomposing, it is 
turned periodically using large 
equipment in use at the recy-
cling center. Gradually, the 
material becomes dirt-like. 

The final step, which oc-
curred late in September, is to 
“screen” the compost. A large 
piece of equipment called a 
“screener” was rented from 
Timm’s Trucking of Morris-
town. The company also sup-
plied an operator and a large 
loader for collecting the mate-
rial, loading it into the 
screener, and removing the 
various stacks of material. 

Bramer explains larger-sized 
waste was returned to the 
windrow; material with the 
consistency of soil has been 
placed at the northwest corner 
of the compost acreage ready 
for customer pick-up. People 
may purchase as much as they 
wish, she says; recycling 
center staff will help with any 
purchase, including using an 
on-site Bobcat to help load it 
into vehicles or containers. 

Anyone wishing to to make 
a purchase should stop at the 
center office first; vehicles or 
containers are weighed empty, 
then weighed after being filled 
to determine how much mate-
rial has been loaded. 

Compost site  
offering first sales 

A large screener was brought onsite at the Waseca County 
Recycling Center last week to perform the final step before 
compost produced on site is ready for sale. Area residents 
can now purchase the material for use in gardens, raised 
beds, flower pots and landscaping at a price of $25 aW ton 
or about one cent per pound. Amounts of material purchased 
at a time can range from bucketloads to trailers full. 
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Complete Septic Service and Installation • Excavation
Residential and Commercial Site Preparation and Utilities

Locally Owned and Operated since 1978

September was Minnesota 
Bankers Community Impact 
Month and Keen Bank was ex-
cited to support Community 
Pathways. Nine bank officers 
spent Thursday afternoon vol-
unteering at Community Path-
ways’ food pantry and thrift store 
to serve the needs of the com-
munity. In addition, Keen Bank 
in Ellendale hosted a blood drive 
last month in support of the 10th 
Annual Community Impact 

Month’s initiative of hosting or 
supporting blood drives to help 
boost the blood supply in our 
communities. 

“We are thrilled to partner 
with Community Pathways and 
help them serve the needs of the 
Owatonna and surrounding com-
munities,” said Bernie Gaytko, 
President & CEO of Keen Bank. 
“Our leadership, board of direc-
tors and staff believe that sharing 
our time, talent and resources 

with our communities to make 
an impact is not only a priority 
but a responsibility. It 
strengthens our communities and 
we are proud to join with 
bankers across the state to vol-
unteer our time for some impact-
ful organizations.” 

In 2025, 83 banks, totaling 
over 400 branches with hundreds 
of passionate bank employees 
are joining forces to give back to 
284 Minnesota communities. 

Community Impact Month was 
launched by the Minnesota 
Bankers Association (MBA) in 
2016. During the month partici-
pating MBA member banks en-
gage employees in volunteer 
service activities, highlighting 
the vital role that banks play in 
their communities. For more in-
formation, visit 
minnbankers.com/Community-
Impact. 

Keen Bank partners with Community 
Pathways for Community Impact Month



1925 
- Jupiter Pluvius turned loose every trick he had in his bat bag 

last Saturday to put a damper on Janesville’s Dollar Day, but 
his curves were not quite curly enough to hold the people away 
from town. The result was that he merely decreased the amount 
of business done here Saturday. If old J. Pluvy had forgotten 
about us, it is reasonable to suppose that Janesville would have 
entertained three times as many visitors as we did. But in spite 
of it all, Janesville merchants report the biggest day’s business 
in the history of the town. All of the stores were jammed with 
shoppers during the morning, through the afternoon and well 
into the evening. The sensational bargains offered in every line 
were an irresistible lure. 

- Chief Klinder doesn’t care to be responsible for any un-
timely funerals in Janesville. He doesn’t like the idea of pump-
ing a string of bullets into any of his friends under the 
misapprehension that he’s working on burglars, so he asks the 
Argus to warm people to stay off the alleys in the business sec-
tion late at night. So many burglaries have been reported re-
cently in towns hereabouts, with trucks used to get the hauls 
away, that any person loitering about an alley is sure to fall 
under sudden suspicion if discovered by our police officer. 
There is plenty of wisdom in Chief Klinder’s request. It will be 
well to stay out on the street if you’re out night rather than in 
the alleys where death lurks. 

- Henry Cunningham and Bill Janke are the men who handle 
the “stop” signal at the crossing over the Northwestern tracks. 
The men are there for a very good reason, but every now and 
then some wild-eyed motorist seems to think that he’s got a car 
that can out-speed any old locomotive on the C. & N. W. Some 
cars are faster than locomotives, and some drivers are all mixed 
up on what is discretion and what is valor. In most cases where 
automotives and locomotives meet in a crash, the automobile 
comes out a poor second best. 

 
1950 

- Mr. and Mrs. Ed Gayer observed their 50th wedding anni-
versary last Sunday at their home in Janesville. About a hundred 
friends and relatives dropped in during the day to offer congrat-
ulations and best wishes to this popular couple. The newlyweds 
of 50 years ago received many lovely gifts. Refreshments were 
served during the afternoon. 

- A goal of 500,000 signatures in Minnesota to the Declaration 
of Freedom, which is the heart of the Crusade for Freedom, has 
been set up, Harry A. Bullis, regional chairman, has announced. 
The campaign, which will continue through September 30, is 
America’s answer of big truth to the big lie of the Soviet, Mr. 
Bullis said. National Chairman of the move is General Lucius 
D. Clay, former military governor of Germany during the Berlin 
airlift. The campaign has two objectives, one to gives as many 
people in the country as possible the opportunity to declare their 
ideals of freedom by signing a declaration of freedom, and two, 
to give these same people the chance to do something in a con-
crete way to combat Soviet propaganda.  

- Each of the 3,760 social security beneficiaries in this area 
will receive a substantially larger insurance check during the 
week of October 1, according to Emil C. John, manager of the 
Mankato office of the Social Security Administration. Through-
out the country, the September checks for old-age and survivors 
insurance will go in the mail on their usual schedule, the second 
day of the following month but the three million beneficiaries 
who receive them will find that the amounts have been in-
creased as authorized by the recent amendments to the Social 
Security Act.  

 
1975 

- Bill Wheelock doesn’t have the largest farm in Waseca 
County, but he does have one of the cleanest and most improved 
from a production standpoint. These are the reasons the Janes-
ville farmer has been named Waseca County Soil Conservation 
Farmer of the Year. The Janesville farmer received the honor 
after members of the Soil and Water Conservation District board 
met recently and made one last tour of the farms they were con-
sidering for the award. Wheelock owns 160 acres and rents 
another 70 four miles southeast of Janesville. He bought the 
farm in 1956 from John McBride. 

 - After 14 years as manager of Lampert’s Lumber Yard in Ja-
nesville, Mel Schmidt has accepted a new managerial position 
in Windom. He will assume the managership of Lampert’s Mer-
chandise Yard near the end of this year. His replacement here 
has not been determined. Schmidt, 37, came to Janesville in 
1961 to take over the lumber yard when Herman Durken retired. 
Frank Tetzloff, who retired recently, was the last employee who 
was working here when Mel took over as manager. 

- Two Janesville Knights of Columbus, Herb Finley and Dr. 
Raymond Hottinger, will receive Honorary Memberships when 
the Sacred Heart Council holds its Columbus Day Mass and 
Breakfast at Waseca this Sunday. The Mass will begin at 8:30 
a.m., and the breakfast will follow. 

 
2000 

- King and Queen for Homecoming 2000 have been chosen. 
Lindsay Adams and Nick Zell were crowned at Monday night’s 
coronation in the Janesville-WaldorfPemberton High School au-
ditorium. The evening’s activities, emceed by Cassie Johnson 
and John Wheelock, included an introduction of the honor 
Guard, a dance number performed by the cheerleaders and the 
introduction of fall sports captains. King Zell is the son of 
Lonny and Darla Zell. Queen Adams is the daughter of Richard 
and Luane Adams. 

- Jason Lueders, an agricultural business major at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, River Falls, has won a $1,000 scholarship 
from GROWMARK, Inc. He is the son of former Janesville res-
idents, Doug and Kathy Lueders of Wabasha. In a move to sup-
port agribusiness, the regional agricultural supply and grain 
marketing cooperative headquartered in Bloomington, Ill., has 
designated a total of $32,600 in scholarships to 32 students in 
Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Indiana. 

- When is a win not a win? When the official does not show 
up. The Janesville-WaldorfPemberton volleyball team lost its 
chance to put another victory in the win column when a sched-
uled match with United South Central had to be played as a 
scrimmage because the officials did not show up. JWP and the 
Rebels split 15-9 decisions in the first two games, before the 
Bulldogs won a 15-7 decision. 

25 yeara ago 
- Come taste the win, come hear the music, come join the fun. Oct. 28 

is the date of the Waseca Arts Council’s new fall wine tasting benefit, 
“Taste of Autumn.” If you ever wanted to be more of a wine connoisseur, 
now is the time to taste and learn. A variety of tables will be set up, each 
with several wines, and instructions will be given on the kind of wine and 
how best to enjoy its flavor. 

- The History Channel will have a short segment about Dave Kunst, 
former Wasecan and the first person verified to have walked around the 
world during an episode of “This Week in History” on Friday, September 
29 at 9 p.m. It would be in a segment called, “Would you believe.” Kunst 
completed his walk in Waseca in 1974 with his brother Peter. 

- It's October, and with winter approaching, your furry pet may be get-
ting ready for cold weather. Lauren Wagener, of Banfield- The Pet Hos-
pital at PetSmart in Orlando, Fla., has tips on how to handle the transition: 
Shedding is a big factor when seasons change. Brush your pet’s coat one 
to two times every day. Pets eat more as the days get cooler, and put on 
weight against winter’s chill. Continue to feed them a balanced diet, but 
add a bit more to their food dish. Give pets their heartworm supplement 
regularly, and treat for fleas and ticks once a month. Even in winter, 
there’s a risk of exposure to these pests. Cant’s keep your pet off the fur-
niture? Place and inexpensive slipcover or a clean sheet over the sofa or 
lounge chair to make cleaning shed fur easier. Set aside lots of play time! 
Your pet will be inside a lot more now, and always appreciates the atten-
tion. 

 
50 years ago 

- An English teacher at Mankato West High School says he will seek 
an open hearing on his dismissal by the Mankato School Board. The 
board voted unanimously Monday night to terminate the services of Kal-
mar Gronvall, who allegedly promoted his own religious beliefs during 
school hours. 

- Robert Herbst, Minnesota Commissioner of Natural Resources, has 
sent the network that labeling the antihunting film “Guns of Autumn” a 
“documentary” is “a mockery and perversion” of the word. In his letter 
to Bill Lenard, vice president of CBS, Herbst said the film was nothing 
but “biased, blatant propaganda rigged to dehumanize the hunter.” He 
specifically criticized the film for: Omitting any reference to great con-
servationists who were also hunters such as John James Audubon, Theo-
dore Rosevelt, Gifford Pinchot and Aldo Leopold. 

- Lawrence Hanks and Paul Krause of Waseca viewed the world’s 
larges corn research and testing program last week at Dekalb AgResearch, 
Inc., a northern Illinois based seed company. They were among more than 
4,000 individuals who attended a convention honoring DEKALB Dealers 
from throughout the United States. 

- In answer to Geroge Meany, President of the AFL-CIO, the Minnesota 
Agri-Growth Council issued facts concerning the wheat sale to Russia or 
any other country. “There’s no need for consumers to worry about the 
shortage of bread or any rapidly increasing costs which might be the result 
of wheat sales,” explained President Russel Schwandt. 

 
75 years ago 

- The sweet corn pack at Birds-eye-Snider plant at General Foods 
Corp., at Waseca will be finished today, according to Eugene Byron, plant 
manager. Byron said the last of the sweet corn was picked Monday and 
that this evening would see the pack completed. The manager also said 
the lima bean pack was completed last Friday. According to Byron the 
frost last Saturday night caused little damage to any of the crops still in 
the field. 

- A heart ailment caused the sudden death of Mr. Henrietta Beese of 
this city on Thursday, September 21, when she was visiting in Mankato 
at the home of her brother, Rev. George Bahr. She was unaware of the 
affliction until Thursday when she became suddenly ill and requested the 
aid of a doctor. She was taken to St. Joseph’s hospital at 3 o’clock p.m. 
and died more than an hour later. She had left for Mankato on Wednesday 
and had planned to return to her home in this city on Thursday. 

- Harold Eaton, son of Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Eaton near Waseca, who 
was injured Sept. 13 when a tractor overturned on him, was reported 
Monday showing some improvement in a hospital at Rochester. Eaton’s 
leg was severely crushed in the mishap and it was at first feared that am-
putation would be necessary. Mrs. Eaton said he is in considerable pain 
but otherwise is doing, “as well as could be expected.” 

 
100 years ago 

- The member of the Waseca Delphian Chapter will hold their first reg-
ular meeting of the season at the home of Mrs. J.N. Moonana, Friday, 
Sept. 25th. Dramatic Instinct and the Earliest Real Drama will be the sub-
jects. 

- On Saturday evening, Sept. 19th, a company of about fifty guests 
were entertained at the Lewis J. Priebe home in compliment to Miss Es-
ther Priefe, an October bride. The rooms were decorated for the occasion 
in yellow and white. The guest of honor was the recipient of many beau-
tiful and useful gifts. Dainty refreshments were served by her sister-in-
law and Mrs. Ben Kaiser at the close of a very enjoyable evening. 

- The Waseca Elks and their families enjoyed another of their delightful 
dinner and dancing parties out at their club house last Thursday evening. 
Mrs. R.J. Mackey was chairman of the serving committee and she was 
ably assisted by Mesdames Bery, Von Sien, I. Jensen, Herman Tervs, Jay 
Barden, F.J. Madden, E.H. Ernst and H.C. Van Loh. Al’s Melody Boys 
of Janesville furnished music for the dancers. Mrs. V.A. Malony will be 
chairman of the serving committee for the Oct. 1st party. Cards will be 
the amusement following the dinner. 

New Richland
25 years ago 

- These high stepping trumpeters helped the Panthers Marching 
Band to a second place win in the Waseca Marching Band Classic 
Class AA parade, Saturday. Visible are Rachel Andree and Kim Pe-
terson.  

- State Bank of New Richland has been awarded Bauerfinancial's 5-
star superior rating for the 21st consecutive time.  Bauerfinancial's re-
ports, Inc., the nation's leading bank research firm, recognizes State 
Bank of New Richlands past and present superior strength and perform-
ance through this prestigious award. State Bank of New Richland “The 
Best in Community Banking.”  

- Jeffery Harrington, son of 
JoAnn Hampel, Minnesota City, 
and John Harrington, New Rich-
land, graduated May 21, 2000, 
from the University of Notre Dame 
in South Bend, Indiana. Jeffery 
was a member of Phi Beta Kappa, 
graduating Summa Cum Laude 
with a bachelor of arts and letters 
degree, majoring in English with a 
concentration in Peace studies. A 
1996 graduate of Winona High 
School, he is attending the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Law School this 
fall.  

- Ellen Johnson managed three 
kills on seven attacks in the Pan-
thers 3-0 win in a volleyball 
match with Gopher Conference 
rival, Blooming Prairie, Thursday. 

 
50 years ago 

- Ray Sponberg of Mankato is pictured here as he accepts the 
State 4-H Alumni Award from Roger Wilkowske, Waseca County 
Extension Agent, at the 4-H Achievement Awards program, Sat-
urday evening, in behalf of his brother, Dr. Harold Sponberg, who 
passed away in the last year.  

- Jerry Deml of Waldorf signed a letter of intent to attend Southern Il-
linois University, last month. A 6’5”, 215 pound right-hander, Deml 
pitched for the Waldorf-Pemberton high School in the 1960s where he 
had a 20 win, 10 loss record. He credits his high school baseball coach, 
Dick Ahl, with helping him the most in his mound career. He ranks his 
four pitches, thus: the fastball, a sharp - breaking curve, the change - up 
and knuckleball, which he says is 
still in the experiment stage.  

- Pat Querna received a Dem-
onstration Award, presented by 
the Waseca County Farm Bureau 
and the Bill Blank family of Ja-
nesville, at the 4-H Achievement 
program, Saturday evening.  

- Engagement Announcement. 
Mr. and Mrs. Melford Westeng, 
Hartland announce the engagement 
of their daughter, Janet R. Westeng, 
to Bruce E. Himmerich, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ervin Himmerich, New 
Richland. A November 22 wedding 
is being planned. 

 
75 years ago 

- Mr. and Mrs. Rex Routh became the parents of a daughter, Saturday, 
October 28. The baby was born at the Naeve hospital, Albert Lea, and 
weighed 8 pounds and 13 ounces. Mrs. Routh and new daughter, Re-
becca Ann, returned to their home in New Richland, today (Thursday).  

- Junior Walledom, St. Olaf, a college freshman, started his college 
career on the gridiron by scoring two touchdowns in a game with the 
Carelton freshman squad recently. A leg injury kept him out of the first 
two games of the season.  

- Mis Miller and La Verne Seberson of New Richland will be married 
at the Trinity Lutheran Church of New Richland Sunday evening, No-
vember 5, at 8:00 o’clock.  
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By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

It was not a huge surprise what
happened last Friday.

The Waseca High School football
team entered the game unbeaten
while Worthington was still looking
for its first win of the season.

Both trends continued. The
Bluejays waltzed to a 42-13 victory
at Worthington for their sixth con-
secutive victory.

“We did some good things tonight
but continue to have problems with
penalties,” said Waseca head coach
Brad Wendland, who added he does-
n’t put any thought or concerna
about the rankings.

“I’m glad that we’re ranked,” said
Wendland, whose team remains
among the top 10 Class AAA teams
in the state. “That stuff is great for
the fans.”

More importantly, Wendland was
able to put plenty of players on the

field, and as a result the Bluejays
came out healthy.

“We had a good week,” said
Wendland. “We’re excited about
being 6-0.”

The Bluejays lit up the scoreboard
early, with Kellen Klinger scoring
on a pair of runs and tossing a 60-
yard touchdown pass to Deron
Russell, who finished with three
receptions for 68 yards. Jordan
Johnston added a 55-yard first-quar-
ter touchdown run, and Owen Rupe
added the PAT kicks.

Waseca went up 35-0 at halftime
as Russell caught a 7-yard touch-

down pass from Klinger.
In the third period, Devon Parpart

hauled in a seven-yard scoring pass
from Klinger before Worthington
finally got on the scoreboard on a
59-yard pass, the lone completion of
the night for the home team.
Worthington concluded the scoring
on a 36-yard touchdown run in the
fourth quarter.

The Bluejays totaled 13 first
downs to just three for Worthington.
Waseca totaled 295 yards of offense
while limiting Worington to 107.

Penalties continued to be a con-
cern for Wendland and the Bluejays,

who were flagged 10 times for 86
yards. Worthington drew two penal-
ties for 15 yards.

Johnston registered another 100-
yard rushing game, finishing with
101 on eight carries. Parpart ran 10
times for 70 yards, Klinger five for
25.

Klinger completed 11 of 13 pass-
es for 138 yards. Backup Aydan
Kath was good on two of two passes
for 28 yards.

Johnston caught two passes for 26
yards.

This Friday looks to be a bigger
test for the Bluejays, who travel to
face 5-1 Albert Lea, which beat
Fairmont earlier this season before
sufferering their first loss at St. Peter
last Friday.

“Albert Lea has an impressive
team,” said Wendland. “They have
an excellent senior class. They are
very talented. We’re looking for-
ward to a fun and exciting game

Friday night.”

Waseca 42, Worthington 13
WAS            28      7      7     0 — 42
WOR            0       0      7     6 — 13

First Quarter
WAS —Klinger 8 run (Rupe kick)
WAS — Johnston 55 run (Rupe

kick)
WAS — Russell 60 pass from

Klinger (Rupe kick)
WAS — Klinger 1 run (Rupe kick)

Second Quarter
WAS — Russell 7 pass from

Klinger (Rupe kick)

Third Quarter
WAS — Parpart 7 pass from

Klinger
WOR — Dailey 59 pass from

Schroeder (Carranzza kick)

Fourth Quarter
WOR — Fernandez 36 run (kick

failed)

WAS              WOR
First downs             13              3
Total Yds.                395            107
Penalties                10-86           2-15

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing – WAS: Johnston 8-101;
Parpart 10-70; Klinger 5-25; Rohl 2-
19; Selthun 5-14; WOR: Schroeder 2
—11; Fernandez 12-53; Moreno 6-0;
Htoo 1-1

Passing – WAS: Klinger 11-13,
138; Kath 2-2, 28; WOR: Schroeder
1-6, 59

Receiving — WAS: Russell 3-68;
Johnston 2-26; Worke 1-2; Long 1-20;
Parpart 3-16; Rahe 3-34; WOR:
Dailey 1-59

Waseca Defense – Mansfield 1T;
Mitchell 2T; Powell 1T; Rivera 1T;
Honstad 1T; Glynn 3T, 1A; Rohl 3T;
Kath 2A; Jeske 1T; Biddle 2T;
Sommers 1A; Ellis 1A; Knutson 1T,
1A; Bethke 1T; Oveido 1T, 1A; Garza
3T; Noble 1T; McKenna 3T; Brown
2T, 2A

“We did some good things tonight
but continue to have problems with
penalties. We’re excited to be 6-0.”

— WHS coach Brad Wendland
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It wasn’t just a mediocre effort
for the Janesville-Waldorf-
Pemberton High School football
team.

It was dominating.
The Bulldogs celebrated

Homecoming with a big win, hum-
bling Medford 53-6 last Friday.

How dominating was it?
The Bulldogs jumped to a 20-0

lead after one period and led 33-0
at the intermission. They out-
gained the Tigers 377-43 in total
yards, and had 12 first downs to
five for Medford.

“It was a great Homecoming
effort,” said Bulldogs coach Ryan
Luedke.

Daulton Bauer completed seven
of nine passes for 140 yards, and
backup quarterback Seth Dahlberg
connected on three of four for 60
yards. Caleb Quast caught two
balls for 68 yards. Jaxon Wolff

racked up a game-high 58 yards
rushing on two carries

The Bulldogs travel to
Blooming Prairie this Thursday.

JWP 53, Medford 8

MED                      0      0       0       8 — 8
JWP                     20      13      6     14 — 53

First Quarter

JWP — Gerdts 1 run (Peterson kick)
JWP — Quast 46 pass from D.Bauer

(kick failed)
JWP — Kronbach 35 run (Peterson kick)
JWP — Quast 22 pass from D.Bauer

(kick failed)
Second Quarter

JWP — Quast 28 run (Peterson kick)
Third Quarter

JWP Scholl 45 pass from Dahlberg (kick
failed)

JWP — Anderson fumble recovery in
end zone (Peterson kick)

Fourth Quarter

JWP — Wolff 58 run (Peterson kick)
MED — Burr 4 run (Burr run)

MED          JWP

Plays                                36             43
First downs                      5              12
Rushing                           44           172

Passing                            21-29      11-13
Passing Yards                   —1         205
Passing TDs, int.                0-2         3-0
Total Yds.                         43         377
Third down                      1-9          2-9
Fourth down                     0-0            3-4
Fumbles lost                     3-3            0-0
Penalties                           0-0          2-20

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING — JWP: Hood 8-55; Quast 1-
28; Wolff 2-58; Morgan 1 —8; Morgan 2 —
7; Kronbach 2-36; Gerdts 5-8; Schultz 5-5;
Cummins 1 —3; M: Vatnaas 1 —11; Ahrens
3 —6; Arana 1 —8; Limon 2-2; Jones 1 —
3; Burr 5-22; Krenz 14-50

PASSING — JWP: D.Bauer 7-9, 140;
Dahlberg 3-4, 66; Wolf: 1-1, 1; M: Vataas 1-
0; Ahrens 2-7, 2

RECEVING — JWP: Quast 2-68;
G.Bauer 2-29; Scholl 3-55; Weedman 2-28;
M: Arana 1-0; Limon 1-0; Jones 3-2; Cole
1-0

JWP Defense — Hood 2T; Quast 1T;
Scholl 4T; Weedman 1T; Walker 1T;
Geariety 5T; Wolff 1T; Elliot 1T; Kronbach
1T; Miller 1T; Gerdts 9T; Rolfson 3T; Rider
4T; Cummins 1T; Huber 2T; Schoenrock
2T; Blasing 1T; Wheelock 1T; Ruschmeyer
1T

3x5

STILL UNBEATEN — The Waseca High School football team improved to 6-0 last Friday with a big win at Worthington. At left, the Bluejays’ Sam Selthun eludes a Worthington defender. In the mid-
dle, Waseca’s Sawyer Ellis (44) and Deven Parpart (3) celebrate a big play. At right, Owen Honstad (19) runs the ball as Parpart and Titan Rahe (12) look to throw blocks.

Waseca Football Assoiation photos

Last Friday was Homecoming for
the New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale Geneva High School foot-
ball team.

The Panthers couldn’t have
scheduled a tougher opponent.

Fillmore Central improved its
record to 6-0 as they dominated the
Panthers 63-6.

“They are one heck of a team,”
said NRHEG head coach Mark
Kruger. They ran the ball very well
to the outside and the inside. They
do not do a lot, but what they do,
they do well.”

The Falcons doubled up the
Panthers in total yards, 478-205.
They converted 21 first downs to 10
for the Panthers.

Fillmore Central scored early and
often, leading 14-0 after one quarter
and 42-0 at halftime.

Calvin Nissen scored the Panthers
lone toughdown in the third quarter
on a 28-yard reception from Brooks
Gilliand, who completed six of 27
passes for 90.

Nissen caught four passes for 55

yards.
Ryan Schlaak was the Panthers’

rushing leader with 44 yards on 11
carries.

Nissen, Bynn Bauman, Dustin
Schlaak and Jordan Brouwers led
the NRHEG defense with four tack-
les apiece.

The Panthers, 1-5, travel to
Medford Thursday.

“We need to come back on a short
week and get ready for Medford,
said Coach Kruger.

FC 63, NRHEG 6

FC                  14      28       7      14 — 63
NRHEG            0        0       6       0 — 6

First Quarter

FC — 1 run (two-point conversion failed)
FC — 1 run (two-point conversion good)

Second Quarter

FC — 3 run (kick good)
FC — 8 run (two-point conversion good)
FC — 2 run (kick good)
FC — 37 pass (kick good)

Third Quarter

FC — 9 pass (kick good)

NRHEG — Nissen 28 pass from
B.Gilliland (kick failed)

Fourth Quarter

FC — 1 run (two-point conversion failed)
FC — 10 run (two-point conversion good)

NRHEG      FC

Total plays                         54              67
First downs                         10             21
Rushing                             166            324
Passing                               90           154
Total Yards                        206           478
Third Down                      2-12           5-9
Fourth Down                     1-5            2-3
Fumbles lost                       0                0
Penalties                           2-10         6-45

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING — NRHEG: R.Schlaak 11-44;
Nissen 1-17; Lewison 5-23; M.Gilliland 3-4;
Piepho 1-4; B.Gilliland 1-2; Holland 1-2; FC:
Buhl 4-22; Rest of team 12-154

PASSING — NRHEG: B.Gilliland 6-27,
90; Holland 0-1; FC: Buhl 12-18, 154

RECEVING — NRHEG: Nissen 4-55;
Meyering 1-22; Lewison 1-13; FC: Team 12-
154

NRHEG Defense — Bauman 5T: Nissen
4T; Brouwers 4T; D.Schlaak 4T; Larson 3T;
Conroy 3T Bartlett 3T; Hanna 2T; Weller 2T;
Hanson 2-T; Piepho 1T; Meyering 1T;
Johannsen 1T; Schroht 2A

Fillmore Central spoils
NRHEG Homecoming, 63-6

RUNNING ROOM — Ryan Schlaak of NRHEG (2) gets the football up the field after taking the
handoff from Brooks Gilliland (4) during the Panthers’ Homecoming game last Friday. Fillmore
Central beat the Panthers 63-6.                                                              Pioneer photo by Jim Lutgens

Bluejays win big at Worthington, improve to 6-0

Successful Homecoming as
Bulldogs thrash Medford



The New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva High School vol-
leyball team celebrated
Homecoming week in the usual way
last Tuesday: with a win.

The Panthers hosted JWP and pre-
vailed 3-0. Match scores in favor of
NRHEG were 25-14, 25-16, 25-15.

"The girls stayed grounded and
focused amidst some last-minute
lineup changes," said NRHEG head
coach Bethany Tennis.

Setter Addy Stadheim eclipsed
her 1000th set assist milestone to
end the first set.

Chloe Stork was hot behind the
service line with six aces.

Gabby Schlaak led the team with
9 digs and Camryn VanMaldeghem
led the offense with 13 kills.

Panther individual statistics:
Schlaak 3K, 9D, 2SA, 2A, 1B;
C.VanMeldeghem 13K, 6D, 1SA,
2A, 1B; Anika Ladlie 5K, 4D; Nora
Flatness 3K, 2D, 1A, 3B; Quinn
VanMaldeghem 5D, 3B; Stadheim
1K, 3D, 25 SA, 2A; Stork 5K, 6A,
3B.

The Panthers lost in four sets at
Kenyon-Wanamingo two nights
later, falling 13-25, 25-23, 25-15
and 25-21.

Despite the loss, the Panthers

showed their strength at the net,
with more than 30 blocks for the
match.

"The girls continued to prove
their grit in challenging matchups,"
said Tennis. "We weren't quite play-
ing our best early on, but the girls
battled through adversity, especially
with senior outside hitter Camryn
VanMaldeghem sidelinelined by
injury."

NRHEG leaders: Schlaak 7K,
11D, 2A, 5B; Ladlie 13K, 3D, 5B;
Flatness 4K, 7B; Q.VanMaldeghem
11K, 13D, 9B; Kayden Warke 5D;
Stadheim 1K, 6D, 29SA, 3A, 3B;
Stork 5K, 5B; Chloe Riewer 12D,
2SA.

"Even with this loss, the girls con-
tinue to show their ability to com-
pete and play quality volleyball,"
said Coach Tennis. "I feel confident
in what this group can do when it
matters most, especially as we
approach section play after the regu-
lar season. We’ll use this weekend
to reset and prepare for a busy
stretch ahead, with three matches on
the schedule next week."

The Panthers play Oct. 6 at Maple
River, the next night at Waseca, and
Friday at home against Randolph.

PUTTING IT DOWN — NRHEG’s Chloe Stork, right, spikes
over JWP’s Mikayla Wheelock (15) Ashlynn Wolff (13) during
last week’s Gopher Conference match in New Richland. The
Panthers won 3-0.

Pioneer photo by Jim Lutgens

The WEM/JWP High School
boys' cross country team placed
third in the Waseca Invitational last
Thursday at Lakeside Golf Club.

Faribault won with 29 points. Tri-
City United had 38, the Grizzlies 67,
Waseca 91, United South
Central/Alden-Conger 131 and New
Ulm 173.

Wyatt Jans led WEM/JWP, plac-
ing sixth in 18:47.6 for 5000 meters.
Following were Teagan Mulder,
12th, 19:54.8; Brennan Welvaert,
17th, 20:40.2; Auston Holicky, 18th,
20:43.5; Wesley Heinz, 24th,
21:56.4; Cash Wenker, 28th,
23:07.6; and Parker Smith, 30th,
23:36.5.

Dalton Ling led in the boys' 5000-
meter race, taking 12th in 25:29.1,
followed by Charlie Dennis in 16th
in 28:43.7 and Eli Fall in 17th in
32:04.9.

Norah Welvaert, an eighth-grader,
led the Grizzlie girls' varsity with a
13th-place finish, clocking 22:43.5
for 5000 meters. Sophomore

Madalyn Miller was 16th in 23:26.5,
Lydia Coulsey 20th, 24:07.4;
Kwynn Krause, 22nd, 24:33.7;
Emma Huelsnitz, 23rd, 24:34.6;
Jaelyn Wilmes, 25th, 24:37.6; and
MaKenzie Westphal, 26th, 25:02.

For the girls, Waseca won it with
37 points, followed by Faribault
with 46, WEM/JWP 80, Maple

River 102 and NRHEG 108.
Ellie Schlie paced the Grizzlies in

the girls' 5000-meter race, finishing
fourth with a time of 25:42.6. Abby
Crosby was fifth in 30:09, Anne
Adams, sixth, 30:09.1; and Hailey
Heinz, seventh, 33:23.3.

The Waseca High School girls'
cross country team topped five-
team field in the Bluejay
Invitational Thursday, Oct. 2 at
Lakeside Golf Club.

The Bluejays won it with 37
points, followed by Faribault at 46,
WEM/JWP 80, Maple River 102
and NRHEG 108.

Waseca was paced by junior
Stella Omtvedt, who finished fourth
with a time of 20:27.7 for 5000
meters. Maren Schimming was
right behind, taking fifth in 21:06.6.
Ellie Kopischke placed seventh in
21:41; Quinn Yoder, 11th, 22:39.3;
Ava VanDenHemel, 12th, 22:43.3;
Taylor Markeson, 15th, 23:18.5;
and Leah Wilson, 17th, 23:46.5.

Jenna Yoder won the girls' junior
varsity race in 24:09 for 5000
meters. Kelsey Draeger was second
in 24:20.9; Violet Rowher, third,
25:28.1; and Narjorie Lacy, 8th,
35:30.5. Violet Hughes finished
fourth in the girls' 3000-meter

junior high race with a time of
17.18.

Keenan Collins, a freshman,
paced the WHS boys' varsity for
5000 meters, finishing 10th in
19:32.9. Senior Wyatt Hager was
11th with a time of 19:38.7. Also:
Luke Feldkamp, 23rd, 21:52.5; sev-
enth-grader Korbin Collins, 27th,
22:35.4; Sam Feldkamp, 34th,
24:08.6; and Tre Porter, 44th, 34:21.

Faribault won the boys' division
with 29 points, followed by Tri-City
United with 48, WEM/JWP 67,
Waseca 91, USC/Alden-Conger 131
and New Ulm 173.

Waseca's Noah Love finished
first in the boys' 3000-meter junior
high race, clocking 12:16.4. Kurt
Erickson was second in 12:41.9,
Will Deml, ninth, 13:51.8, Owen
Fierke, 12th, 16:02.8; and Colin
Guggisberg 16th in 19:04.8.

The Bluejays are off until the
Jordan Invitational Tuesday, Oct. 7.
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The Waseca High School girls'
tennis team defeated the
Rochester Lourdes Eagles 4-3 in
Rochester on Tuesday. The JV tied
2-2.

Singles:
No. 1 - Maddy Benson def.

Tatiana DuVaught 0-6, 7-5, 6-4
No. 2 - Ruby Bedard def. Ava

Miller 6-4, 5-7, 6-3
No. 3 - Pearl Moore def. Marie

Noser 6-4, 6-3
No. 4 - Queen Berry def. Chloe

Hagen 3-6, 6-2, 6-1
Doubles:
No. 1 - Anna Benson and

Hannah Rugger def. Gaby Pham
and Vivienne Campbell 7-6, 6-4

No. 2 - Paige Dufault and
Madison Rasche def. Noor Tareq
and Lauren Brummer 6-1, 6-1

No. 3 - Nicole Hedstrom and
Maia McKenzie def. Lucy Deml
and Abby Jackson 6-2, 6-2

Waseca, seeded fourth in
Section 1A, defeated fifth-seeded
United South Central 4-3 last
Thursday in the first round of the
Section 1A playoffs.

The Bluejays jumped out to an
early 3-0 lead with wins at third
and fourth singles and first dou-

bles. The Rebels picked up wins at
No. 2 singles and No. 3 doubles.

The fourth and deciding point
was won by Waseca's No. 2 dou-
bles team of Hannah Rugger and
Anna Benson.

At singles:
No. 1 - Ivy O'Rourke def.

Vivian Mader 1-6, 7-5, 2-4 (retired
due to injury)

No. 2 - Olivia Bungum def.
Maddy Benson 6-2, 6-2

No. 3 - Moore def. Claire
Schimek 6-0, 6-1

No. 4 - Layla Keith def. Brooke
Hupe 6-1, 6-0

Doubles:
No. 1 - Dufault and Ava Miller

def. Caitlin Rheingans and Elise
Hansen 6-0, 6-1

No. 2 - Rugger and Anna
Benson def. Julianna Clore and
Kylee Koziolek 6-0, 4-6, 6-4

No. 3 - Gretchen Bungum and
Tori Stevermer def. Hagen and
Rasche, Waseca 7-5, 7-5

Waseca (10-8) ran into No. 1
seed Lake City on Monday, Oct. 6
at the Rochester Athletic Club in
the Section 1A semifinals.

No. 2 Cannon Falls met No. 3
Red Wing in the other semifinal.

WHS girls reach
section semifinals

They made the parents proud

At left, the Bluejays’ Jacey Jensen celebrates a goal during the Waseca High School girls’ soccer team’s 4-1 triumph over Tri-City United last Tuesday. In the middle, Delilah Veroeven (16) battles
a TCU player. At right, Rylee Schaffer (17) controls the ball. It was Parents Night for Waseca.                                                                                                                               Photos by Debbie Rodriguez

The New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva High School
cross country teams ran in the
Waseca Invitational last
Thursday at Lakeside Golf
Club.

Julieann Wobbrock again led
the Lady Panthers and, accord-
ing to NRHEG coach Larry
Nydegger, ran a very aggressive
race to register a time under 20
minutes. She finished second
overall in 19:41.4.

As a team, the Lady Panthers
finished fifth. Josie Botten was
32nd in 27:18.4, Rylie
Cromwell 34th in 28:05.8,
Violette Botten 35th in 28:14,
Amelia Duryee 39th in 30:28,
and Tiffany Jewison 40th in
30:36.2.

Jacob Karl paced the
NRHEG boys, finishing fourth
overall with a time of 18:12.3.
Colton Lermon took 30th over-
all with a personal-best time of
22:15.5, improving by 25 sec-
onds.

"It was a warm day, but the
breeze made for good running
conditions," said Coach
Nydegger. "We are approaching
that time in the season when
runners are getting to their peak
level for the big races coming
up, conference and sections.
The hard work is paying off. I
am really proud of these run-
ners."

The Panthers compete Oct. 7
at USC. Then it's the Gopher
Conference meet Oct. 14 at
Hayfield.

THE HEAT IS ON — Waseca’s Maren Schimming braved warm temperatures at Lakeside Golf
Course to finish fifth. The Bluejay girls won.                                          Pioneer photo by Jim Lutgens

WEM/JWP cross country teams third at Waseca Invitational

WHS CC girls
win invitational
Omtvedt, Schimming lead Bluejays

Panthers top JWP for
Homecoming victory

NRHEG
girls 5th at
Waseca
Invitational
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USED
BOOKSTORE

RECYCLE YOUR BOOKS
WITH US

507-455-3440
eatonsbooks@q.com

Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-3:30
602 North Cedar Ave Owatonna MN 55060

for every win then and since.” 
Greg Strauss, athlete, was a 1971 grad and 

participant in football, basketball, baseball 
and track. Strauss set a conference record in 
the long jump and a school record of 22 sec-
onds in the 220. He was all-state track in 1970 
and 71. Said Strauss, “I was supposed to write 
a speech for this, but just like when I was 
younger, I didn’t.” Greg and his wife Cindy 
have six children, 20 grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. 

Dr. David Pope, contributor, started teach-
ing in the science department in Janesville in 
1960. In ‘64, he started a medical practice and 
in ‘69 he opened his medical practice. By 
2005 he had performed a few thousand pre-
participation physicals. He also attended 
many athletic events as emergency help, and 
remembers treating at least two broken arms, 
a shoulder separation, a heart murmur and a 
dislocated knee cap. Said Dr. Pope, “I’m 
blessed I get to enter this with my best friend, 
Bob Hendricks, my wife Annette, daughter 
Amy and Tammy.” His brother once tried out 
for the Chicago Cubs but due to a hunting ac-
cident and loss of one eye that didn’t pan out. 

A posthumous award was presented for Bob 
Hendricks, contributor. Originally from Wa-
tertown, where he was all conference in foot-
ball, on the student council, FFA president and 

received State Vocal Music Awards. He grad-
uated from St. Cloud State and earned a 
masters from Mankato State University before 
moving to Janesville and being the announcer 
for many years during sporting events. His 
son Kirk spoke on Mr. Hendricks’ behalf, “In 
the 60s we played at Lakeview Park, which 
was long before the other park was built. It 
was really wet over there. That wasn’t the 
only problem; people selling tickets, weren’t 
able to watch any of the game. My dad wanted 
to start announcing so everyone got to hear 
what was happening. The first effort to an-
nounce was by parking a big yellow bus near 
the field and announcing from the roof.” Mr. 
Hendricks was married to Linda, he has two 
children, Kirk and Kristin. 

Also inducted into the JWP Hall of Fame 
was the 2000 JWP Golf Team consisting of 
Sean Mulcahey, Levi Mulcahey, Sean Finley, 
Brian Finley, Reid Olson and Evan Holmes. 
Coached by Mike Muedeking. 

The 1996-’97 JWP Boys’ Basketball Team, 
Travis Anderson, Josh Berndt, Tim Burke, 
Brent Fury, Chris Gardner, Travis Hinze, 
Dave Jewison, Dan Jorgenson, Tim Sheehand, 
Justin Stanke, Clint Westphal, Ben Wheelock, 
Jared Ziemke, Josh Ziemke and Jake Zimmer-
man. Manager John Schultz and Jacob Hoehn, 
coached by Dave Tonolli. The team lost a 
tough first-round draw at the state tournament 
to Caledonia by 5 points, finishing with a 25-
2 record. 

The 1996-’97 JWP Wrestling Team which 
included Jeff Adams, Bob Beelow, Ben 
Blegen, Dave Carleton, Aaron Duenes, Mike 

Fasnacht, Dana Gostomczik, Trent Gunsolus, 
Andy Krause, Joe Johnson, Jake Kaiser, Jason 
Lueders, Karl Mettler, George Phillips, Adam 
Roesler, Mike Schuch and Joe Weimar. 
Coaches Mike Niemczyk, Gary VonHoltum, 
Bruce Manthe, Tim Oelke and Willie Eustice. 
Gopher Conference and Section Champions 
and qualified for the state tournament for a 
second year in a row and placed sixth in the 
state tournament to end that season with a 19-
4 record.   

■ JWP 
 from Page 1

Kirk Hendricks, son of Bob Hendricks, 
accepted a contributor award on his 
father's behalf at the eighth annual JWP 
Athletic Hall of Fame dinner on Saturday, 
Oct. 4, 2025.      

           Pioneer photos by Ben Revermann

Josh Melchior accepted his athlete award at the Purple Goose 
during the eighth annual JWP Athletic Hall of Fame banquet on 
Saturday, Oct. 4, 2025. 

Dr. David Pope accepted his contributor award at the eighth 
annual Athletic Hall of Fame ceremony at the Purple Goose in 
Janesville on Saturday, Oct. 4, 2025.

TROY STAFFORD
507-259-3047
Troy�HighPointLandCompany.com
HIGHPOINTLANDCOMPANY.COM

CPA, MBA

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

Waseca Lakeside Club on the 
north end of Clear Lake has been 
a pillar in the local community 
since 1922. Along with more than 
25,000 games of golf being 
played every summer season, the 
clubhouse sees a lot of activity in 
the form of private parties and 
corporate events. With the sea-
sonal nature of the sport, the or-
ganization begins the process of 
winding down each year as the 
weather begins to cool.  

Corey Edholm, Waseca Lake-
side Club superintendent, says the 
process begins when the club 
swimming pool is closed after 
Labor Day. The Lakeside Club 
doesn’t empty the pool them-
selves, “We outsource for that sort 
of thing, that way the professional 
pool people who know what 
they’re doing are in charge of it.” 
But the pool is the least of Ed-
holm’s worries, “Over the 
summer I have 10 to 12 guys 
working maintenance, that’s 

lawnmowing, keeping and main-
taining the greens and the 
mowers, the driving range. We 
have a full driving range and 18 
holes and are looking to expand 
some of our facilities sometime 
next year.  

He mentioned plans to add a 
practice complex. “We’ve started 
that this fall to be ready sometime 
in the 2026 season. It will include 
a 4,800 square foot practice and 
putting green, as well as a chip-
ping complex.” He also wanted to 
let Waseca residents to know there 
will be an assistant superinten-
dent’s job open for the 2026 sea-
son.  

Edholm is no stranger to proper 
golf course care; he has a bach-

elor’s degree in Parks and Recrea-
tion, and worked at a number of 
professional golf courses before 
he settled in Waseca, including 
Perry Park Country Club in Lark-
spur, Colorado, the Broadmoor 
Golf Club in Colorado Springs, 
and North Links in Mankato. 

In the 1920s, the Lakeside Club 
golf course consisted of nine 
holes; holes ten through eighteen 
were added in the 1970s. In more 
recent history, large parts of the 
golf course were underwater dur-
ing major flooding in 2016. Ed-
holm, however, arrived in 2017, 
“My wife and I wanted to raise 
our kids in Minnesota. I have par-
ents here, and we wanted to be 
around family and that’s been 

working out. I also coach youth 
football.” On mornings during the 
busy season, Edholm gets his start 
on the course at 4:30, an hour be-
fore official opening time of 5:30. 
Overseeing maintenance of the 
grounds and facilities is clearly a 
big job, since a ten-hour day is 
typical for him.  

Keeping the grounds means ad-
justing to circumstances to make 
golfers’ experience pleasant. This 
year, mosquitoes were out in big 
numbers. Professionals were hired 
for mosquito control, and sprayed 
the grounds five different times. 
The bugs were so thick, though, 
Edholm describes wondering the 
next day whether more spraying 
was needed. 

Waseca 
Lakeside  
begins 
winter 
prep 

LAKESIDE - The superintendent for the Waseca Lakeside Club has many steps to get ready for 
the winter months, with plans to be wrapped up by either the first or second week in November.                            
                                                          Pioneer photo by Ben RevermannBernie Gaytko named 

to ICBA Federal  
Delegate Board

The Independent Community 
Bankers of America (ICBA) an-
nounced that Bernie Gaytko, Pres-
ident & CEO of Keen Bank, has 
been re-elected to the ICBA Federal 
Delegate Board. ICBA is the na-
tion’s voice for community banks.  

“It’s a privilege to be elected to 
represent our industry and shine a 
light on the work of the nation’s 
community banks, which build 
better communities,” Gaytko said. 
“As relationship-based lenders, 
community banks offer hands-on 
personal service and invaluable fi-
nancial expertise to local con-
sumers and entrepreneurs. I look 
forward to working alongside 
ICBA as we serve their mission to 
create and promote an environment 
where community banks flourish.”  

In addition to helping shape and 
advocate ICBA’s national policy 
positions and programs, Gaytko’s 
duties include grassroots engage-
ment, member recruitment efforts 
and  making sure community 
bankers in Minnesota have a voice 
in ICBA’s work in Washington.  

ICBA is the only national organ-
ization dedicated exclusively to 
promoting the interests of locally 
operated community banks and 

savings institutions. With trusted fi-
nancial expertise and high-quality 
customer service as their hallmarks, 
community banks offer best-in 
class financial services for millions 
of consumers, small businesses and 
agricultural enterprises.  

“Bernie is an esteemed com-
munity leader and a passionate 
champion for our industry,” said 
ICBA Chairman Jack Hopkins, 
President and CEO of CorTrust 
Bank in Sioux Falls, S.D. “We are 
fortunate to have Bernie’s voice and 
vision on our Federal Delegate 
Board, where his experience and in-
sights will help advance our mis-
sion in service to the nation’s 
community banks.”   

About Keen Bank  
Keen Bank is a local, family-

owned and managed bank that has 
been proudly serving southern Min-
nesota since 1874 with three loca-
tions in Waseca, Owatonna and 
Ellendale. Keen Bank meets the 
needs of customers while maintain-
ing the personal aspects of service 
that are synonymous with com-
munity banking. For more infor-
mation visit keen.bank. Member 
FDIC. 

Bernie Gaytko

By AMELIA ROESSLER 
Editor 

Mediacom in Waseca is closing 
its front counter and payment 
center Dec. 31 due to a decrease in 
customer visits. 

In a letter to the city of Waseca 
regarding the decision, Mediacom 
Director of Government Relations 
Theresa Sunde said a long-time 
employee is retiring and due to the 
lack of customer traffic it was de-
cided she would not be replaced. 
The company’s location in the 
1500 block of Second Street 
Southeast will continue to house a 
number of departments including 
the call center, marketing, and 
technical operations, said com-
pany Vice President of Govern-
ment and Public Relations Phil 
Skinner. 

Mediacom first purchased the 
Waseca cable system in 1999, 
though the office had been operat-

ing there for many years prior, ac-
cording to Skinner.  

He said over the past few years, 
Mediacom has seen similar front 
counter closures in other markets 
as customer interactions have 
steadily shifted from in-person 
visits to phone calls, online and 
other digital options. Skinner 
added customers will begin receiv-
ing notifications about this change 
on their billing statements starting 
with the Oct. 22 billing cycle. 

“Everyone is excited for and 
supportive of our front counter 
employee, who is retiring after 
many years of dedicated service. 
We wish her the very best in this 
new chapter of life,” Skinner said.  

Mediacom customers can call 
the Customer Service Department 
at 855-633-4226 and make pay-
ments online, through the Mobile-
Care App or at Kwik Trip, Dollar 
Tree or Wal-Mart in Waseca.  

Mediacom closes front 
counter in Waseca  

ESTATE SALE
BY WINDMILL HILL ESTATE SALES LLC

OCT. 10 10-4 (numbers at 9)
OCT. 11, 9-3
OCT. 12, 9-2 14120 Timberlane, Waseca

Entire household of well-maintained furniture and tools. Bedroom 
set, living room sofa & chair, antique hutch, round oak table & 
chairs. Lionel trains (1940, 1950) & accessories, new Bachmann 
garden train, guitars & mandolin, power washer, many hand & 
power tools, fishing gear, dishes, linens, garden supplies, complete 
set of Great Books of WW 1952, many books, & much more!
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Got news? 
507-837-6767

We are accepting 
applications for:

1 bedroom apartments
Income guidelines apply

Vouchers accepted

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom 
Rent based on income

Professionally managed by:

SUMMIT
ON SECOND

APARTMENTS
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

507-201-3474

Johnson  
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
Operating in 

Waseca, Steele, 
Freeborn  
Counties 

johnsonrents.com

L E G A L  N O T I C E S

SWEET SOMMERS VFW POST 1642      October 2025 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1  6pm 

BAR BINGO 
 

2 7pm 
HALL BINGO 

3  MEAT RAFFLE 

5:30pm 

HORSE races 6:30pm 

4 

5  6 7 

 Burger night 
 5-7pm 

8   6pm 
BAR BINGO 
 

9  7pm 
HALL BINGO 

10  MEAT RAFFLE 

5:30pm 

HORSE races 6:30pm 

11 

12 VFW BREAKFAST 
8am to NOON Your 
Host Waseca 
Hockey 

13 7pm Post 
& AUX> 
Meeting 
US NAVY 
BIRTHDAY 

14  

 Burger night 
 5-7pm 

15  6pm 
BAR BINGO 
 

16  7pm 
HALL BINGO 

17  WALLEYE OR 
SHRIMP DINNER 
5:30 TO 7pm 

18 

19 20 21 
  Burger night 
 5-7pm 

22  6pm 
BAR BINGO 
 

23  7pm 
HALL BINGO 

24  MEAT RAFFLE 

5:30pm 

HORSE races 6:30pm 

25 

26 VFW 
BREAKFAST 
8am to NOON 
 

27 28 
  Burger night 
 5-7pm 

29  6pm 
BAR BINGO 
 

30  7pm 

HALL BINGO 
31 MEAT RAFFLE 

5:30pm 

HORSE races 6:30pm   

 

HOURS OF OPERATION 
SUN.-MON. CLOSED 
TUE.-SAT.-1pm to 11 pm Tue. is Lady’s night 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 4 to 6pm 
POST & AUX. MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license 00385 

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (844) 978−0683

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.
• Fair Cash Off er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

MISCELLANEOUS

        

AGRICULTURE MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY

Statewide 
Advertising

ONLY 
$279

Call Today!
612/332-8844

Classi  ed Advertising 
That is EASY

Your newspaper 
representative can 
provide complete 

details or you can call 
MNA: 612/332-8844

The Minnesota Classi  ed 
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your 
advertising dollar with 

classi  ed advertising that 
reaches over 1MILLION 

READERS

ATTENTION FARMERS 
Seeing white mold in your fi elds? 

Noticing SDS? Share your location 

and enter to win FREE soybean seeds 

for 2026. Call Nolan 218/689-6367

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 

up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 

prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 

Any condition. Easy three step 

process: Call, get cash off er and get 

paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 

calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for anyone

who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to 

regain access to their entire home. 

Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 

$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 

low price! Call today and get the latest 

iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

GET DISH 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 

Free install, free HD-DVR 

upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,

plus limited time up to $600 

In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime warranty.

Top-of-the-line installation and ser-

vice. Now featuring our FREE shower

package and $1,600 off  for a 

limited time! Call today! Financing 

available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 

assist the blind and visually 

impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 

vehicle pickup and secure a generous 

tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 

the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF WASECA 

DISTRICT COURT 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
PROBATE COURT DIVISION 

Court File No.: 81-PR-25-644 
In Re: Estate of 
WAYNE E. BARBKNECHT, 

Decedent  
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 

HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
PROBATE OF WILL AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NO-

TICE TO CREDITORS 
————————————— 

It is ordered and notice is 
given that on November 5, 2025, 
9:00 a.m., a hearing will be held 
– via zoom, in the above named 
Court at Waseca, Waseca County, 
Minnesota, for the formal probate 
of an instrument purporting to be 
the will of the above named dece-
dent, dated May 8, 2002, and for 
the appointment of Rosanne S. 
Barbknecht whose address is 
38759 90th St, Janesville, MN 
56048, as personal representative 
of the estate of the decedent, in an 
unsupervised probate, and that 
any objections thereto must be 
filed with the Court. That, if 
proper, and no objections are 
filed, personal representative will 
be appointed to administer the es-
tate, to collect all assets, pay all 
legal debts, claims, taxes and ex-
penses, and sell real and personal 
property, and do all necessary acts 
for the estate.  Upon completion 
of the probate, the representative 
shall file a final account for the 

allowance and shall distribute the 
estate to the persons thereunto en-
titled as ordered by the Court and 
close the estate.  

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minn Stat 524.3-801) all 
creditors having claims against 
the estate are required to present 
the claims to the personal repre-
sentative or to the court admin-
istrator within four months after 
the date of this notice or the 
claims will be barred. 

 
Dated: 09/10/2025  

 /s/ Carol M. Hanks             

Judge of District Court 
 

/s/ Shannon Asselin                      
 Deputy Court Administrator 
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