
Community leaders, inves-
tors, and local officials gath-
ered Monday afternoon, Oct. 
27, 2025, to celebrate the 
groundbreaking of Marketplace 
Commons, a new multi-unit 
apartment complex that marks 
a transformative step forward 
in Waseca's housing and eco-
nomic development. 

This long-anticipated project 
represents a collaboration be-
tween the City of Waseca, 
Waseca County, private inves-
tors, and the Waseca Area 
Chamber of Commerce. To-
gether, these partners have 
worked to bring new housing 
options to the area, creating 
space for residents, workers, 
and families who want to call 
Waseca home. 

"The success of Marketplace 
Commons shows what can 
happen when public and pri-
vate partners work hand-in-
hand for the good of the 
community," said Mikhail Ros-
tislavovich, President of the 
Waseca Area Chamber of Com-
merce. "This project is more 
than new construction, it's a 
statement that Waseca is ready 
for growth, investment, and op-
portunity." 

Behind the scenes, the 
Chamber of Commerce played 
a central role in connecting in-
vestors, facilitating key conver-
sations, and keeping the project 
on track. For more than the past 
seven months, Chamber leader-
ship has convened city, county, 
and developer partners, align-
ing local needs with regional 
strategies to ensure the project's 
success. 

"This project truly reflects 
the best of Waseca," said Chris 
Kennelly, investor and project 
partner. "From the very begin-
ning, we've seen the passion 
and persistence of this com-
munity come to life. Everyone, 
public and private, brought 
something to the table to make 
this possible. 

That kind of collaboration is 
rare, and it's the reason this 
project is moving forward." 

The Marketplace Commons 
development brings new hous-
ing options to the region at a 
time when workforce growth, 
infrastructure, and community 
revitalization are top priorities. 
It also represents the strength of 
partnerships between local 
government and business 
leaders who share a commit-
ment to building Waseca's fu-
ture. 

"The groundbreaking is a 
celebration of teamwork," said 
Rostislavovich. "Every person, 
department, and organization 
involved believed that Waseca 
deserved modern, attainable 
housing, and together, we made 
it happen." 

Construction on Marketplace 
Commons is underway, with 
completion projected for 2026. 

During Monday’s ground-
breaking ceremony, Amy Potter 
of the Waseca Area Founda-
tion, Waseca Mayor Randy 
Zimmerman and County Com-
missioner De Malterer all took 
turns speaking to the crowd of 
about 50 who gathered for the 
occasion. 

Amy Potter 
“The Waseca Area Founda-

A friend loves at 
all times, and a 
brother is born for a 
time of adversity. 

Proverbs 17:17

A word from 
The Word
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Paranormal Tour at 
Waseca History Center 
Oct. 30 

CAT Paranormal, will con-
duct a Paranormal Tour at the 
Waseca History Center at 5:30 
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 30 includ-
ing both a talk and investiga-
tion. With an additional 
investigation at the Bailey-
Lewer Research Library at 7 
p.m. The investigation portion 
is sold out but the talk is still 
available for $7 per person.  

———————————  
New Richland law  
enforcement “Hide 
and Seek” Oct. 30 

Members from the New 
Richland and other law en-
forcement agencies are offer-
ing a “hide and seek” game 
with members of the public 
who signed up by the deadline 
to take part in a nighttime game 
which will start about 7 p.m. at 
City Hall. Select public areas 
in New Richland will be des-
ignated and participants will be 
given time to hide. Law en-
forcement staff from numerous 
agencies will then come “seek-
ing” using only flashlights as 
their equipment. The event is 
based on similar activities held 
successfully elsewhere. 

——————————— 
Waseca Churches 
Trunk or Treat events 
on Halloween, Oct. 31 

The following churches will 
hold a Trunk or Treat event in 
Waseca from 4:30 to 7 p.m. Fri-
day, Oct. 31. First Congrega-
tional Church at 530 Second 
Ave. NE. St. Paul Lutheran 
Church at 314 Fourth Ave. NE. 
Christ the King Lutheran Church 
at 309 Sixth St. NE. The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints at 1001 Ninth Ave SE. 
Christian Assembly Church at 
900 Fourteenth Ave. SE. Real 
Life Church at 620 Elm Ave. 
West. 

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

Even though they hear it fairly 
often, members of the Waseca Area 
Food Shelf leadership board are taken 
aback each time somebody claims the 
produce, frozen food and shelf stable 
goods available at the food shelf are 
“free.” 

“Of course we know we don’t 
charge anyone for it,” clarifies board 
member and county commissioner 
Brad Milbrath. “But we also know it 
takes a lot of money and time to make 
sure that food is available.” 

Cindy Kolander, executive director 
for the Waseca Area Neighborhood 
Service Center and the Waseca Area 
Food Shelf, says she and board 
members are given cause for deep 
concern when they see how sharply 
need is rising. In September, costs ex-
ceeded what had been budgeted by 
more than a third when a total of 585 
households–about 1,200 individuals–
were served during the month, taking 
home 17,000 pounds of food. 

Operating hours for the food shelf, 
she mentions are Monday through Fri-
day from 9 a.m to noon and then from 
1 to 4 p.m. Workers at the shelf eat a 
quick lunch at the midday break, then 
spend their time restocking shelves. 

Customers must make an appoint-
ment to “shop” for and may do so 
once a week. With six time slots an 
hour, representatives from 36 house-
holds are picking up supplies each day. 
The amount of food each shopper is 
permitted to take depends on the size 

of his or her household. 
Kolander is quick to express her 

gratitude to all the individuals and or-
ganizations that donate to the food 
shelf. “We’re grateful for everything 
people give us and for the ongoing 
good will of the community,” she says 
energetically. 

She goes on to explain that dona-
tions of money are more efficient than 
of purchased food mostly because 
there are wholesale vendors which 
work to acquire supplies at bulk rate 

pricing and then sell them, again at 
bulk prices. The primary supplier of 
bulk food supplies to food shelves in 
Waseca County is Channel One Re-
gional Food Bank, located in Roches-
ter. 

Kolander offers the example of 
frozen beef recently available through 
Channel One Food Bank at $2.75 a 
pound. “That’s a great price of course, 

Food 
Shelf 
supplies 
far from 
‘free’
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By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

Waseca Walmart pharmacist 
Dale Rudolph addressed the topic 
“Understanding Health vs. Well-
ness vs. Wellbeing as we Age” dur-
ing a session the morning of Oct. 
21. Also addressing the topic was 
Waseca Area Caregiver Services 
Executive Director, Kelly Boed-
deker. 

With 15 members of the elderly 
community gathered in the upstairs 
meeting room of the Caregiver 
Services building, Rudolph began, 
“I was born and raised in Waseca, 
I have a strong family legacy here 
in town.” After attending North 
Dakota State, he spent his first 15 
years in the pharmacy health care 

field at Thrifty White Drug, then 
ten years at the Cub Foods phar-
macy in Mankato. He’s been with 
Walmart in Waseca for the past 9 
years. “But,” he adds, “Walmart 
puts me everywhere in southern 
Minnesota, my domain pharmacy 
changes a lot.” 

Among the topics Rudolph ad-
dressed is the term body mass 
index (BMI). “Body mass index is 
a tool healthcare providers use to 
estimate the amount of body fat by 
using your height and weight meas-
urements. It can help assess risk 
factors for certain health con-
ditions.” He spoke of both good 
and bad cholesterol and how to tell 
the difference: “HDL is good for 
you and LDL is bad,” said Ru-

dolph. “LDL cholesterol is consid-
ered the ‘bad’ because it contrib-
utes to fatty buildups in arteries.” 
This narrows the arteries and in-
creases the risk for heart attack, 

stroke and peripheral artery dis-
ease. HDL carries LDL ‘bad’ cho-
lesterol away from the arteries and 

Waseca Caregivers 
Services advises proper 
health and wellness

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

High school juniors from the Ja-
nesvil le-Waldorf-Pemberton 
(JWP) and Waseca Junior Senior 
High School, along with those 
from the Waseca Alternative 
Learning Center (ALC), attended a 
college and career fair organized 
by the Waseca Area Chamber of 
Commerce at The Mill in Waseca 
during the business day on Tues-
day, Oct. 21. A lineup of 35 differ-
ent businesses, colleges and 
organizations helped students to 
consider their future employment 
and learning. The opportunities to 
collect information and ask ques-

tions came alongside participating 
in mock interviews. 

Representatives from seven col-
leges were on hand: Winona State 
University, South Central College 
of North Mankato, University of 
Minnesota Rochester, Bethany Lu-
theran College of Mankato, River-
land Community College of 
Austin, Southwest Minnesota State 
University of Marshall and Univer-
sity of Wisconsin River Falls. 

Organizing team member Shan-
non Kuball of James Brothers 
Construction, explained “Overall 
we wanted to engage and introduce 

Career Fair at the 
Mill introduces  
students to the future

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE - From left: Ryan Berg, Philip Bolfer 
and Jason Reger were present on behalf of Greener World Solu-
tions at the job fair at the Mill on Oct. 21, 2025.        

                                                   Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

Two teens are airliftd follow-
ing a crash early Sunday morn-
ing in Waseca. 

Waseca Police said it hap-
pened just after 3:20 AM on 7th 
Ave NW where it appeared the 
vehicle hit parked cars. 

Two victims of the crash, ages 
19 and 18 were flown via heli-
copter for further medical treat-
ment. Initially it was believed 
that a second driver had run from 
the scene, but during the investi-
gation it was revealed that was 
not the case. 

The Minnesota State Patrol 
was contacted to reconstruct the 
crash and that has been com-
pleted. The investigation is still 
ongoing and no further infor-
mation will be released at this 
time. 

The Waseca County Sheriff’s 
Office, Waseca Fire, North Am-
bulance Helicopter, Mayo Heli-
copter and the Minnesota State 
Patrol assisted on scene. 

Two teens 
airlifted 
after early 
morning 
crash

WELLNESS LEARNING - Walmart Pharmacist Dale Rudolph 
and Waseca Area Caregiver Services Executive Director Kelly 
Boeddiker presented at the educational session on Tuesday, Oct. 
21, 2025.                                        Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

HELPING HANDS - Angela Motz (left) and Cindy Kolander stand near the temporary access to 
the Waseca Area Food Shelf. The double-wide door is on the south face of the building. The large 
white sign indicates the path to the front entry of the Neighborhood Service Center's thrift store, 
a business which helps pay many of the costs incurred by the charitable organization. 

Pioneer photo by Deb Bently
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Major 
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Groundbreaking 
held for  
Marketplace 
Commons



South Dakota 
scrapbook

The junk drawer

As the fall weather rolls in, it’s 
time to settle in and get nice and 
cozy. With each day, more leaves 
fall, Halloween grows closer, and I 
grow more frustrated with my dim 
selection of fall and winter sweaters. 
Not only that, but people start to 
gather with friends and family to 
enjoy the holiday cheer.  

With Halloween, Thanksgiving, 
and Christmas inching closer each 
day, my thoughts have turned more 
and more to family and those I care 
about.  

Since moving in August, I have 
yet to experience the gut wrenching 
of homesickness. I think it’s because 
I’m used to leaving in the fall for 
school and not seeing my family 
again until the holidays. But now 
here come the holidays, and with it, 
the warm and fuzzy feeling of loving 
and wanting to be with family.  

Jack’s family has been visiting 
Denver the last couple of weekends, 
and it’s been nice. I’ve been able to 

be there as he has been able to recon-
nect with distant relatives and catch 
up with those in his family. And al-
though they aren’t technically my 
family, everyone has opened their 
arms to me and welcomed me as a 
member, which I very much appreci-
ate. Sometimes when your family 
can’t be there with you, you realize 
there are other people in your life 
who care about you as family.  

Which makes me miss my best 
friend, who still lives in Minneapolis. 
She was always there for me – for 
four years, she was always just a few 
steps down the hall. Now, she’s 

hours and miles away and that part 
of my family feels far as well.  

So I’m still learning to be apart 
from my family. I may have booked 
flights for Thanksgiving, middle of 
December, and Christmas to come 
home and visit my family though. I 
am quite excited to spend time with 
them and really appreciate the time 
together. Especially when big, life-
changing things make me pause and 
take stock. My cousin and his wife 
just had their first baby, the first child 
born of my generation, making my 
grandma a great-grandma! In sad 
news though, my grandma also had 

a close friend from college die re-
cently.  

Things happen in our lives that 
change it every day. We are affected 
by so many things, in little or big 
ways. My moving to Denver is big, 
my cousin having a baby is small, 
but each means so much to me.  

This ramble is due to me curling 
up on the couch with a warm pump-
kin latte, watching cheesy movies 
and rom-coms and getting in my 
feels. I love my family, my friends, 
and everyone in my life. Well, ob-
viously there are people I do not love 
as much as others, but they are still 
part of my life that makes it so 
unique and fun.  

My Determination: “How can you 
prove whether at this moment we are 
sleeping, and all our thoughts are a 
dream; or whether we are awake, and 
talking to one another in the waking 
state? ” 
― Plato 

Cozying up with fall and appreciating family

You are going to question my san-
ity after you read this. 

In order to allow my granddaugh-
ter to visit with some of her cousins, 
and also to visit “Fright Fest,” a 
spooky celebration at the Six Flags 
Great America theme park in Gur-
nee, Illinois, I drove from Grand Ma-
rais, Minnesota, where she lives, to 
the northern edge of the Chicago 
urban area. For two days we had an 
orgy of fun riding roller coasters, 
seeing shows, and taking part in 
other entertainment. 

Then I drove back to Grand Ma-
rais. The distance, one way, is about 
550 miles: eight hours of driving, 
plus stops for meals and stretches. 

I suppose it’s possible I might 
have been willing to make the drive 
back in a time before GPS navi-
gation, but I was a whole lot more 
confident about it thanks to modern 
electronic support. 

My “phone”--I put the word in 
quotes because it’s a word whose 
meaning has expanded a thousand-
fold over the past 15 to 20 years–
made the drive smoother, faster, and 
more inviting than it would have 
been in times past. 

First, and most obviously, it sup-
plied navigation. Not only did it 
show the route I should take to get 
from starting point to destination, it 
estimated with impressive accuracy 
how long it would take me to get 
there. Had I needed it, it would have 
suggested alternate routes made 
more appealing because of traffic or 
construction.   

It was able to tell me whether there 
was a particular restaurant in the 

town I happened to be approaching 
at about lunchtime. 

It willingly created a new route if 
some circumstance changed–for ex-
ample, if I wanted to add a “stop.”   

Perhaps best of all, if I failed to 
follow the provided instructions for 
one reason or another, it calmly ad-
justed and continued supplying guid-
ance to get me to my destination. 

As important as all those elements 
are, they were only the fundamental 
beginning. 

My phone supplied distraction and 
entertainment on the drive.  I have an 
app which allows me to listen to 
“books on tape.” Let me just say, it 
really helps pass the time on a long 
drive. Along with that, because I’m 
a nerd who listens to “that sort” of 
book, it offered tremendous food for 
thought. If you’ve never read “Mere 
Christianity” by C.S. Lewis, you 
might consider doing so.  In addition 
to addressing fundamental elements 
of Christian faith, it broadens one’s 
perspective on a remarkable number 
of everyday matters as well. 

When the driving was a bit more 
tense and so did not allow me to pay 
attention to the book, it also light-
ened the mood by supplying other 
distractions–perhaps most notice-

ably, music. My granddaughter and I 
had a music exchange, in which we 
took turns choosing a song we like, 
playing it for the other, and then say-
ing why we selected it. I was pleased 
to learn that, along with some of the 
noisier types of music not suited to 
my ears, she is fond of instrumental 
numbers and show tunes as well. 

Then there was the app for the 
amusement park. It revealed when 
the park opened and closed each day; 
it laid out what shows were available 
at what locations and at what times. 
When some of my nieces and 
nephews decided to join us at the 
park, I was able to send a “pin” pro-
viding our location. Though I have 
never had much luck following 
“pins” it apparently worked very 
well for my nephew; he and his chil-
dren arrived just in time to join us for 
a show. 

And along with all that, electronic 
connectivity provided “phone” serv-
ice as never would have been dreamt 
of in the past. 

While I was coming from Grand 
Marais and my son and his family 
from home territory near Waseca, we 
were nonetheless able to coordinate 
our arrival at a stop partway along 
the route to have a late lunch with 

family members. As I drove toward 
Mac’s Pizza Joint in Janesville, Wis-
consin, fully informed as to where 
the other car was and when it would 
be arriving at the lunch, I thought to 
myself of long drives taken in the 
past when the only information 
available to each party was the 
other’s intended departure and arri-
val times, with pretty much every 
other element of the drive made on 
faith alone. 

I made and received phone calls, 
most of which related to the trip and 
our weekend activities, and some 
having to do with my work with the 
newspaper. I spoke with people who 
were literally hundreds of miles 
away while they had no reason to be-
lieve I was anywhere other than on 
home territory. 

While it had little to do with my 
phone, I was also able to connect my 
computer to WiFi and submit pieces 
I had written as though I had been 
working in my home office. I used 
email to make and confirm some fu-
ture appointments. 

Mostly, I spent my long weekend 
enjoying the company of family and 
friends while also enjoying the ex-
citement of thrill rides and frighten-
ing actors. But the conveniences of 
technology pushed their way into my 
consciousness often. I was grateful 
for the many ways connectivity 
made my weekend simpler and eas-
ier. 

As a child of the twentieth, rather 
than twenty-first, century I was as-
tounded at how far human ingenuity 
has brought us. 

Technology allows for family fun

by Deb Bently
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Compostings
by Al Batt

ECHOES FROM THE 
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING 

  I have three chickens in my 
backyard. One hen lays brown eggs. 

  That’s not unusual. 
  Oh, no? Could you do it? 

DRIVING BY BRUCE’S 
DRIVE 

  I have a wonderful neighbor 
named Bruce. Whenever I pass his 
drive, thoughts occur to me. 
Another wonderful neighbor, Jared 
Knutson, sent me a video of an east-
ern cottontail trying to hide in a har-
vested cornfield. What was it hiding 
from? It feared the two adult bald 
eagles that had a hankering for a 
bunny meal. The rabbit didn’t initi-
ate the attack. Those two eagles, 
with white heads and white tails, 
made several attempts at capturing 
the rabbit, but were unsuccessful. 
The eagles have been followers of 
Jared’s harvest activities for several 
years, knowing that Jared would 
roust rabbits from their hiding 
places. 

  Years ago, a red-tailed hawk fol-
lowed my farm equipment around 
the field, hankering to take the voles 
and mice I’d exposed out to lunch. 
Farm equipment is much larger 
today, necessitating Jared’s upgrade 
from a hawk to two eagles. 

CORNELIUS ROOSTER 
As I drove through Northfield, 

the smell of toasting grain wafted 
my way. Post owns the MOM 
(Malt-O-Meal) Brands of cereals 
produced in Northfield, but it’s Bat-
tle Creek, Michigan, that’s known 
as the "Cereal Capital of the World" 
because it’s the birthplace of two 
major cereal companies, Post and 
Kellogg's. 

A mascot for Kellogg’s, Corne-
lius “Corny” Rooster, has a green 
body, red comb, yellow beak and 
multicolored tail. He promotes the 
advantages of a Kellogg’s breakfast 
with his friendly attitude and 
healthy appearance. “Nothing gets 
you crowing in the morning like 
Kellogg’s Corn Flakes!” 

Wheaties was invented in 1921 
when a clinician for the Washburn 
Crosby Company (Minneapolis) ac-
cidentally spilled wheat bran onto a 
hot stove. After many attempts to 
fortify the cereal to withstand ship-
ping, Gold Medal Whole Wheat 
Flakes were released in 1924. A 
contest led to the name Wheaties. In 
1926, Wheaties was featured in the 
first prerecorded radio jingle, “Have 
You Tried Wheaties?” on station 
WCCO (named for Washburn-
Crosby Company). Washburn-
Crosby merged with three other 
mills and was renamed General 
Mills in 1928. The cereal was fea-
tured on a billboard, with the tagline 
“The Breakfast of Champions,” for 
the Minneapolis Millers baseball 
team and sponsored that team’s 
broadcasts on WCCO. 

I’VE LEARNED 

  Our clocks go back soon, but I 
don’t remember where I bought 
them. 

  If you want a dollar’s worth of 
gas, buy a few radishes. 

  If you see lions, tigers and bears, 
you’re at an animal sanctuary or a 
zoo. 

  I needed a twist tie. I found one 
in the junk drawer next to the 
broken pliers and an ancient, floppy, 
round piece of textured rubber 
meant to help open jars while pro-
moting a funeral home.    

  Dr. Frankenstein found the brain 
for his monster in the junk drawer. 

  Age isn’t just a number. It’s a 
word. 

  We need conspiracy theories 
that promote joy and optimism. 

BAD JOKES  
DEPARTMENT 

  Robert E. Lee had a brother who 
was never late. His name was Earl 
Lee. 

  My neighbor was fired from his 
job at a dairy farm because he was 
a danger to himself and udders. 

  What’s the difference between a 
pickpocket and an umpire? One 
steals watches and the other 
watches steals. 

  Whoever came up with “a penny 
for your thoughts” and “I’m being 
nickel-and-dimed to death” cer-
tainly knew how to coin a phrase. 

  Singing in the shower is great 
until you get shampoo in your 
mouth. Then it’s a soap opera. 

NATURE NOTES 
  A monarch butterfly was in my 

yard on October 24. Monarchs mi-
grate between 50-100 miles a day; 
it can take up to two months to com-
plete the journey. The farthest-rang-
ing monarch butterfly recorded 
traveled 265 miles in one day. Their 
arrival in Mexico coincides with the 
celebration of the Day of the Dead 
on November 1 and 2. Monarch 
butterflies cluster in the treetops of 
sacred fir at the El Rosario Sanctu-
ary, Michoacan, in central Mexico. 
My yard butterfly is unlikely to join 
that gathering. 

  Four young opossums (joeys) 
fed under the bird feeders. They 
were cute, and they had 50 teeth 
each, more than any other American 
mammal. Opossums are omnivores 
and eat just about anything, even 
mustard and sugar sandwiches. I 
don’t know for sure that they’d eat 
those sandwiches, but I bet they 
would. The Virginia opossum is the 
only marsupial native to North 
America. Playing possum is an in-
voluntary response to potential 
predators. An adult opossum weighs 
4-14 pounds, and opossums are 
found from Costa Rica to Ontario 
and British Columbia. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 
  If we judge others, it reveals 

more about ourselves than others. 
Be kind.

TRAVEL FUN - Highlights from Eli and Madison’s South Da-
kota adventures from Oct. 7 through 12, 2025. Highlights in-
cluded the Badlands, Mount Rushmore and dinner with Mr. and 
Mrs. Lewison.                                     Pioneer photos by Eli Lutgens
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BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

zachbattenfeld@gmail.com

Zach Battenfeld
507-521-0226

Lawn Maintenance
& Residential

Snow Removal

• Since 1942 •

Great Home Cooking • Catering
Full Breakfast Menu • Daily Lunch Specials

104 State Street, Waseca MN • 835-1259

Trick or Treat at the 
Waseca County  
Historical Center  
Oct. 31 

There will be trick or treat-
ing at the Waseca County His-
tory Center from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 31 located at 315 
Second Ave. NE. Admission 
free, one penny to see the Mer-
maid of Loon Lake and other 
sideshows. 

——————————— 
Sohmer and Dale on 
Halloween at Indian 
Island Winery, Oct. 31 

Musical guest Sohmer and 
Dale on Halloween will per-
form at the Indian Island Win-
ery from 6-8:30 p.m. Friday, 
Oct. 31. Enjoy live music play-
ing a whole variety of genres of 
music. 

——————————— 
Rosemaling class at 
Waseca Art Center 
Nov. 1 

A class in the Norwegian 
Rosemaling style of painting 
will be from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Saturday, Nov. 1 at the 
Waseca Art Center, 200 N. 
State Street, Waseca. Taught by 
Hartland resident Judy 
Tweeten, the class is made pos-
sible through a grant from the 
Waseca Area Foundation. All 
supplies are included in the $40 
registration fee ($35 for 
members). To register, stop by 
the Art Center or visit 
www.wasecaartcenter.org. 

——————————— 
Faith United  
Methodist Luncheon 
and Fall Bazaar  
Saturday, Nov. 1 

Faith United Methodist 
Church, 801 Fourth Ave., 
Waseca, is accepting free-will 
donations for a luncheon fea-
turing chicken wild rice soup, 
fresh baked bread and assorted 
pies from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, Nov. 1. A bazaar of-
fering a cookie sale, baked 
goods and craft and vintage 
items will be from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 

——————————— 
Waseca Floral Holiday 
Open House Nov. 1 

Waseca Floral will hold its 
annual Fall Holiday Open 
House from 9 a.m. till 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 1. This includes 
two Porch Pot Workshops at 
both 10 a.m. and 1 p.m., call 
507-835-3790 to sign up. Cider 
and home baked cookies pro-
vided. 

——————————— 
TBR (To Be Read) 
Jars at Janesville  
Public Library Nov. 3 

Fill a jar with book title 
prompts from specific genres 
to themes to quirky reading 
challenges at Janesville Public 
Library at 5 p.m. Monday, No-
vember 3. Your TBR jar will 
help you discover new books 
and spark your reading adven-
ture. Free and geared for 
adults. Register at the  
library or at wasecalesusuerli-
braries.com/getregistered 

——————————— 
Purse and Gun Bingo 
at Starfire Event 
Center Nov. 1 

Bingo games at Starfire Event 
Center on Nov. 1 will have de-
signer purses and guns as the 
prizes. Doors open at 5 p.m., 
bingo begins at 6 p.m. Tickets 
are $50; more information is 
available by calling 507-461-
1387. 
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By RACHAEL JAEGER 
Staff Writer 

Members of the Janesville-Wal-
dorf-Pemberton (JWP) school 
board approved a policy which had 
been tabled at their previous meet-
ing. Board members had expressed 
concern because the policy, sug-
gested by the state, allows one stu-
dent to administer medication 
meant to counter an opioid over-
dose to another student, if the 
emergency need should arise. 

District superintendent Jeremy 
Erler said he had discussed the pol-
icy with board member Laura Seys 
in the interim; based on the new in-
formation, she no longer had any 
concerns with allowing students 
grades nine to twelve to possess 
and administer Naloxone to 
another student if they appeared to 
be under the influence of opioids. 

“We’re not providing [Nalox-
one],” Erler clarified. “You can 
purchase it at any pharmacy. There 
are no negative effects on stu-
dents.” 

“If a little kid got a hold of it, it 
wouldn’t hurt?” school board 
member Monica Erickson asked. 
Erler replied that it would not. 

He said Naloxone is kept in var-
ious places in the school building 
including the nurses’ room and in 
the athletic complex. Although the 

possibility had been addressed in 
the past of sending the medication 
along on buses or on field trips, the 
decision was reached that keeping 
it available on site is sufficient. 

“But kids are not prohibited from 
carrying it with them on a field trip 
if they so choose?” board member 
Kevin Born inquired. Erler re-
sponded that students could carry 
it if they wished, but staff would 
not be taking it along.  

Erickson asked whether bus 
drivers could elect to carry Nalox-
one if they choose to: Erler said 
they could. 

In other business, financial man-
ager Wendy Dieker reported the 
school’s enrollment is falling grad-
ually, which also leads to decreased 
income from the state. This year’s 
is significantly lower than the dis-
trict has seen for numbers in the 
last five years. 

“We have to try to get that back 
up a little higher to stay with our 
policy or our goal of a 25-percent 
fund balance which we haven’t 
maintained this year,” Dieker 
stated. 

She added it may be worth cut-
ting some expenditures and inves-

tigating whether the district is able 
to generate additional revenue.   

The school board also approved 
a contract services agreement with 
Minnesota Valley Education Dis-
trict in St. Peter from where a deaf 
and hard of hearing teacher com-
mutes. According to Erler, the 
teacher comes for an hour and a 
half a week, so four percent of a 
full time equivalent (FTE) and 
costs the district about $4,500. 

“The other special education 
places and services we provide 
don’t provide that,” Erler in-
formed. “Therefore, that’s why we 
get it from Minnesota Valley Edu-
cation District.” 

“Do you happen to know how 
many students we have that use 
that service?” Erickson inquired. 

“I know one for sure off the top 
of my head,” Erler answered.- 

Erickson then asked if the 
amount for special education was 
reimbursable to JWP to which 
Erler answered that it was. 

During the superintendent re-
port, Erler said the district must 
submit a report to the Minnesota 
Department of Education (MDE) 
each year about its activities. The 
report was recently submitted, stat-
ing 44 percent of females and 55 
percent of males in grades nine 
through twelve participated in only 

sports activities. 
“When it comes to dollars and 

[MDE] is looking at Title Nine, our 
dollars are very close between 
boys’ and girls’ programs also, 
which is a great thing,” Erler 
added. 

On November 7, he relayed that 
Representative Keith Allen is 
going to visit all day as a principal 
and shadow the school principals 
and will be in a few classrooms, in-
cluding at the high school. 

“They’re going to have questions 
and different things for him, so 
that’ll be good,” Erler said. “David 
Rysdam is also working on getting 
another representative in on pos-
sibly a different day.” 

In a few weeks on Nov. 14, he 
shared that Jason Lennox, a mental 
health, drug and addiction speaker 
plans a talk with high school stu-
dents from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. 

He also stated how well the 
reading curriculum is going in the 
elementary school and soon the 
math curriculum will also be 
looked at. 

In other business, the school 
board approved Jonathan Daschner 
for the junior high boys’ basketball 
coach and Emily Olson as assistant 
girls’ basketball coach. 

The school board adjourned at 
5:54 p.m. 

JWP approves policy allowing 
opiate antagonist chemicals

By AMELIA ROESSLER 
Editor 

The Waseca City Council ex-
perienced a short meeting, discus-
sing land purchases involving the 
Clearwater Preserve during their 
regular city council meeting on 
Tuesday, Oct. 21.  

The first land purchase, pre-
sented by City Engineer Nate Wil-
ley, involved Rachel Kluver, owner 
of 1100 10th St. SE, who first ap-
proached the city in 2023 request-
ing the purchase of a 40-foot by 
120-foot section of city-owned 
land just south of, and adjacent to, 
her property. At the time of the 
request, city staff informed Kluver 
that the city intended to develop the 
land to the south, including the area 
she wanted to purchase, for what is 
now the Clearwater Preserve.  

Now, the project would require 
that the land be platted, and the sale 
of the requested area would help 
align the north boundary of the 
newly platted lots. Therefore, the 
city agreed to plat the requested 
area as Outlot B with the intention 
of selling it to Kluver for a price of 
$1,200. The council approved the 
resolution.  

The council also approved a 
similar resolution selling an almost 
30-foot by 136-foot section of city-
owned land just south of, and adja-
cent to, the property of David and 
Loretta Schlaak, owners of 804 
Eleventh Avenue SE. The Schlaaks 
were approached by the city this 
past spring in order to align the 
north boundary of the new Clear-
water Preserve subdivision lots to 
the south. The Schlaaks indicated 
they would like to purchase the 
section of land, and Outlot E was 
platted with the city proceeding 
with the sale of the outlot at 
$995.86. 

In commissioner reports, council 
member Mark Christiansen re-
ported on the park board, stating 
the skatepark in Waseca has some 
money designated to resurface the 
area, but the board is also looking 
at replacing equipment, which will 
be in phases. Christiansen said the 
board is looking to see if anyone is 
interested in getting involved with 
the project or to help raise funds, as 
was done with the dog park proj-
ect. 

“It is an asset for our community. 
I don’t want to see it leave in a 
sense, but it also does cost money,” 
Christiansen said.  

He added that parks and facil-
ities will likely be closed by Oct. 31 
due to the colder weather and that 
leaf pickup started the week prior 
to the meeting.  

Mayor Randy Zimmerman and 
council member James Ebertowski 
reported on the economic devel-
opment authority (EDA) meeting, 
and said there was a presentation 
from ICS, a consulting firm that 
works with public private partner-
ships. Zimmerman said the EDA is 
looking at the idea of possibly put-
ting out a request for a consultant 
to help the city with economic 
growth. He added the EDA had a 
conversation about a joint meeting 
before the next city council meet-
ing in order for other city council 
members and individuals from the 
public could attend.   

The meeting adjourned at 7:20 
p.m. The next regular city council 
meeting will be 7 p.m. Nov. 4. 

Council 
sees 
short 
meeting, 
updates
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By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

The Waseca American Legion 
post 228 held its annual hot dish 
luncheon Friday, Oct. 24. This 
event was made possible thanks to 
the Legion’s Ladies Auxiliary vol-
unteers, bakers and cooks. When 
asked how many lunches there 
have been, Mary Jo Knudson said, 
“I’m not sure, I would guess 10, or 
just shy of that.” 

There were at least 10 crock 
pots lined up along the serving 
counter in the ballroom section of 
the Legion hall. Four long tables 
were dolled up with placemats, 
cutlery, coffee cups and napkins. 

Numerous crock pots and empty 
serving containers stood on a table 
near the kitchen door. Deb Tappe 
said, “As of 12:30 p.m. we’ve had 
95 people show up today, but 
we’re open till 1 p.m. so we’re not 
done just yet.” 

A group of 25 designated 
women took care of the main 
courses including casseroles and 
crock pot dishes. There were an 
additional 10 members who made 
the desserts, bars, cookies or muf-
fins, all volunteers and all 
members of the Ladies Auxiliary. 
One of the dishes with a sauer-
kraut base was made by Connie 
Ockwig. Also calling to diners 
were Jeanne Sexton’s chicken 

tater tot hotdish, Cheryl Frear’s 
chicken and wild rice, Cindy 
Dickie’s chicken pot pie,  Le Ann 
Cory’s tuna casserole, Deb 
Tappe’s pizza hotdish, Cora H.’s 
home hotdish, Judi Water with her 
million-dollar bacon and beans, 
Joan Earle with her scallop pota-
toes and ham. Leann Sutleif 
brought goulash, Cindy Dickie 
had tater tot hotdish, Cheryl 
Brummond had wild rice, Donna 
Gehring had cooked squash, Diane 
Welander had cheeseburger hot-
dish, Marilyn Marsh had rice, 
Sandy Matz has scallop potatoes 
with ham, Nancy Kelling’s own 
version of scalloped potatoes, 
Mary Halverson’s own version of 

tater tot hotdish and Connie 
Hoehn’s lasagna. 

For dessert Joan Dehn had Ger-
man chocolate cake, Penny Ander-
son’s chocolate revel, Karla S.’s 
sugar cookie bars, Janis Mettler’s 
pumpkin bars, Judi Waters lemon 
bars, Shirley Bluhm toffee bars, 
Jen Graupman’s chocolate peanut 
butter Krispie bars, Patty C. with 
her yellow cake. They ran a little 
low towards the end, but the 200 
members of the Legion Ladies 
Auxiliary were happy they could 
help. Money raised for the day 
benefits the auxiliary, which stated 
its gratitude to Waseca American 
Legion post 228 for use of their 
kitchen and dining space.

Ladies Auxiliary crock pot lunch well attended

HEATING UP - The Waseca Legions Ladie’s Auxiliary hosted a hotdish luncheon on Friday, October 24. Pictured from left are Deb 
Dobberstein, Cheryl Frear, Connie Hoehn, Cindy Dickie, Deb Tappe, Connie Ockwig, Nancy Kelling, and Judy Waters. 

Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann
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O B I T U A R I E S
Paul Byron 

Paul Donald Byron, age 99, of 
Waseca, died on Monday, October 
13, 2025, at Oak Terrace in North 
Mankato. 

Paul was born on March 31, 1926 
to William and Elmira (Conway) 
Byron in the family farmhouse in St. 
Mary Township, Waseca County, 
Minnesota. He was baptized and 
later confirmed in the Catholic faith 
at St. Mary Catholic Church in St. 
Mary Township. 

From a young age, Paul was im-
mersed in agriculture, spending early 
mornings milking cows. He attended 
the country school in St. Mary 
Township and later graduated from 
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 
Waseca with the Class of 1944. 

In 1945, Paul was drafted into the 
military and served in the United 
States Navy. He was stationed at 
Great Lakes, Chicago, and Farragut, 
Idaho, before receiving an honorable 
discharge in 1946. Upon his return 
home, Paul began his farming career. 

On April 2, 1956, Paul was united 
in marriage to Mayone Miller at St. 
Canice Catholic Church in Kilkenny. 
Together, they raised nine children 
and shared 68 years with one another 
until Mayone’s passing on October 
5, 2024. 

More than a livelihood, farming 
was Paul’s primary passion and way 
of life. He raised cows and pigs, reg-
istered Black Angus bulls with his 
brother Jim, and worked tirelessly in 
crop farming alongside his sons. 
Paul spent the majority of his life 
tending to the family farm, continu-
ing to drive his truck into the yard 
well into his nineties to lend a help-
ing hand. He was dedicated to the 
land and his livestock, finding joy in 
every part of farm life. 

Paul was a long-standing member 
of Sacred Heart Catholic Church in 
Waseca and a proud member of the 
Southern Minnesota Irish American 
Club. In 2006, he and Mayone were 
honored as Mr. and Mrs. Emerald 
Isle. He will be remembered for his 
quick wit, a keen sense of humor, 
and the strong example he set for his 
children as a devoted husband, 
father, grandfather, and great grand-
father. 

He is survived by his children: 
Vince (LeeAnn) Byron of Cave 
Creek, AZ; Paul Byron of Waseca; 
Edward (Anne) Byron of Waseca; 

Marie Byron of Maple Grove; Leo 
Byron of Waseca; Don (Jolette) 
Byron of Waseca; Joan (Tim) Bie-
gert of Owatonna; and Carol (Mur-
ray) McCartan of Richfield; 
seventeen grandchildren; eight great-
grandchildren; sisters-in-law: Donna 
Murphy, Ethel Kotchevar, Cathy 
Collins, and Christina Miller; and 
many nieces, nephews, other rel-
atives, and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his 
parents; his beloved wife, Mayone; 
daughter, Patricia Byron; daughter-
in-law, Pamela Byron; siblings: 
Mildred Marple, James (Rita) 
Byron, George (Mary Jane) Byron, 
Helen (Ray) Curran, Sr. Colleen 
Byron, and Bill (Mary Ann) Byron; 
and brothers-in-law and sisters-in-
law: Sr. Janice Miller, Jack Murphy, 
Harry Miller, Jim Kotchevar, and 
Jerry Collins. 

Paul’s family extends their since-
rest gratitude to the care takers at 
Oak Terrace for the support and 
compassionate care they provided 
for Paul. 

Visitation was held on Thursday, 
October 23, 2025, from 4:00 to 7:00 
p.m. at the State Street Chapel of 
Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral 
Homes in Waseca, followed by a 
parish prayer service. Visitation con-
tinued for one hour prior to the serv-
ice at the church on Friday. 

Mass of Christian Burial were 
celebrated at 12:00 p.m. on Friday, 
October 24, 2025, at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Waseca with Fr. 
Glenn Frerichs officiating. Interment 
followed at Calvary Cemetery in 
Waseca. 

Memorials are preferred to Sacred 
Heart Endowment Fund or Sacred 
Heart Catholic School. 

Paul Byron
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NRHEG receives strong audit report 
By DEB BENTLY 

News Editor 
Members of the NRHEG school 

board were given a positive audit re-
port during their regular meeting the 
evening of Monday, Oct. 20. 

Chad Guse, a senior associate with 
Abdo accounting firm out of Mank-
ato, attended Monday’s meeting re-
motely, and announced NRHEG’s 
required annual audit is “clean,” that 
is, substantially free from errors or 
elements which would cause con-
cern. While there are dozens of ex-
pected steps and requirements for 
tax-funded entities, only a few minor 
missteps were noted: one example is 
that the letting of a contract which, 
based on state-set procedures, should 
have been handled using sealed bids, 
was instead decided based on quotes 
provided by the interested com-
panies. 

Guse, whose company performs 

hundreds of similar audits all around 
the state, complimented the district 
on its frugality, noting that its costs 
per student are lower than most other 
districts, its debt load is lighter, and 
its dependence on property taxes is 
lower. Many districts statewide have 
what are called “operating levies,” 
that is, they have requested special 
income from area property tax 
payers in order to “keep the doors 
open.” NRHEG has no such levy. 

A significant element affecting the 
district’s finances, Guse indicated 
during his report, is its gradually fall-
ing average daily membership 
(ADM), a figure the state uses to de-
termine how much funding it will 
provide to districts. ADM is meant to 

indicate not the school’s official en-
rollment, but how many learners are 
present in the district’s buildings on 
any given day. The state provides a 
bit more than $7,250 in funding each 
year for every “member” the district 
serves. 

Guse also mentioned that, because 
of the federal government shutdown, 
certain procedural steps for the audit 
have not been completed. While the 
numbers and findings in the report 
are all finalized, the audit is still tech-
nically only a “draft” until those 
procedural steps have been satisfied. 

Board chair Rick Schultz also an-
nounced the results of a recent an-
nual review of district superintendent 
Michael Meihak’s job performance. 
His summary stated Meihak “meets 
or exceeds the board’s expectations” 
when it comes to four target areas of 
communication and information 
sharing, general environment, pro-

viding professional development and 
maintaining positive public relations, 
he “meets or exceeds” board expec-
tations.  

Schultz’s statement indicated, “It 
is the board’s belief that staff rela-
tionships continue to remain strong. 
Compliments were given about the 
maintenance and general appearance 
of our 

district. Mr. Meihak shared with 
the board of education that he will 
continue to learn and grow 

with the district. 
“The board of education appreci-

ates the good working relationship 
with him.” 

Meihak informed the board he had 
been notified by the Minnesota De-
partment of Transportation 
(MnDOT) that the work originally 
scheduled on Highway 30 for the 
summer of 2026 has now been re-
scheduled to 2027. 

School Board
NRHEG

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

The St. John’s Lutheran Church’s 
Fall Festival took place on Saturday, 
Oct. 25 over the lunch hour. There 
were numerous different items being 
sold or given away, and a full house 
in the basement, with volunteers just 
about everywhere. More than 125 
guests came through the lunch line, 
adding to the success of the event.  

One of the first sights visitors saw 
as they entered the event was Ann 
Ruedy, a member of the St. John’s 
Quilter’s club, with quilts available 
for sale. “We’re just 25 gals making 
quilts, we also donate them to the 
Pine Ridge South Dakota Indian Re-
servation, Lutheran World Relief, 
Santa Anonymous, the Linus Project 
and the Bethlehem Inn. We gave a 

hundred quilts to all of them; we also 
give to any area hospitals when they 
are in need.” Kim Groskreutz, 
another quilter, was asked how long 
it takes to put a quilt together, she re-
plied, “Some of the quilts with a sim-
ple pattern can take as long as two 
and half hours, the more complicated 
the quilt, the longer it takes to sew. 
We all get together every Monday so 
we can sew. We learn so much each 
time we do.” 

Quilts were only one type of item 
for sale on Saturday. There was also 
both a used puzzle table sale and a 
book giveaway table. There were as-
sorted home grown pumpkins for a 
last minute Halloween decoration. 
There were homemade handbags and 
purses, and handsewn washcloths, 
used lamps, and assorted coffees and 
teas. The bake sale offered bags of 

kettle corn, cherry crunch pie, rasp-
berry donuts, pumpkin bread, 
granola mix, monster and chocolate 
chip cookies, blueberry muffins, 
homemade syrups, salsa’s, black-
berry jam and jellies, spiked peach 
bars, homemade salted nut rolls and 
zucchini bread. Also for sale was a 
giant bucket of mini candy bars. 

Amy LeCocq donated her entire 
collection of collector plates and din-
nerware, some of them were signed. 
Bev Elliot was selling them and said, 
“Some of these plates have been 
signed by the designer, this is a really 
special collection and we’re grateful 
her family donated this.” 

In the basement of the church was 
a flurry of activity, not just the hun-
gry lunch goers who were coming 
and going, but many blue-shirted 
volunteers were busy jetting back 

and forth from the kitchen, busing 
empty dishes and bringing back fresh 
ones. LuAnne Huber was there, she 
helped to identify all the ladies in the 
photo that was taken and added, “We 
have 30 volunteers helping with 
lunch today, we had over 60 people 
come through the line before noon, 
and there are more on the way. On 
the menu were sloppy joes and vege-
table beef soup, with options for dine 
in and take out. There were also pick-
les and crackers. For dessert, Nancy 
Graumann said, “We have 14 sep-
arate pies that were donated for 
today.” She took time and said, 
“Blueberry, apple, pecan, orange 
flan, chocolate cream, cherry, pump-
kin, boysenberry, toffee, lemon cus-
tard, strawberry rhubarb, coconut 
cream and French silk.” 

St. John’s Fall Festival draws satisfying crowd 
LIVE GENEROUSLY - The St. John's Lutheran Church Fall Festival took place on Saturday, Oct. 25, 2025. Pictured from left: LuAnne 

Huber, Carol Randall, Rhonda Conrath, Pat Scholljegerdes, Kate Bartz, Marsha Sommers, Jenny Kluver, Lynne Gorell, Carol McColly, 
Nancy Graumann, Lonnie Kuhns, Mary Conway, Doreen Bathke and Janet Wichman. Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

back to the liver, where the LDL is 
broken down and passed from the 
body. But HDL cholesterol doesn't 
eliminate all LDL cholesterol. 

Rudolph also spoke of a surprise, 
“Coming in January, Waseca res-
idents will be able to get their co-
lonoscopies in town at the hospital, 
so that’ll be good instead of having 
to drive to Mankato or Rochester or 
in some cases even further.” He 
was also quick to pass out some fun 
facts, for example, “One in five 
covid deaths were related to blood 
pressure. Immunizations didn’t 

start in the pharmacy until 2006. If 
you were born before 1957 you 
don’t need a measles shot.” 

Kelly Boeddeker was next to 
speak. She covered both caregiving 
and caregivers and started with the 
line that refers to everyone, “Either 
you’ve been a caregiver, you are a 
caregiver, or you will be a care-
giver.” She went on to explain 
about how caregivers can be both 
emotionally and mentally ex-
hausted and not even know it. Said 
Boeddeker, “They can become de-
pressed which lessens productivity 
and care.” She urged anyone who 

is a caregiver who is feeling these 
things to reach out to Caregiver 
Services, “There are stress tests, we 
can refer psychologists. There are 
also caregiver support groups 
where you can find relatable people 
who are going through similar ex-
periences and can not only offer 
support, they can direct people to 
support services they may not be 
aware of.  

“One of the hardest things to do 
in a caregiver situation is to ask for 
help, but once you do it can make 
things much easier. If additional as-
sistance is needed, there are options 

like Colony Court.” She also em-
phasized avoiding ‘caregiver guilt’ 
and ‘caregiver burnout,’ warning 
they are very common. She advised 
caregivers they should set some 
time for themselves.  

“Write a daily routine and main-
tain it, keep your sense of purpose 
to navigate your life and your loved 
one’s.” 

To reach out to Caregiver Serv-
ices of Waseca, call Kelly Boed-
deker at 507-833-0015, or email at 
waseca@outlook.com. Or to 
simply stop by, their address is 113 
Second Street NE in Waseca.

■ Caregivers 
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better than you’ll find in a retail 
store,” observes Kolander. She goes 
on to say that, because usage at food 
shelves all over the country is rising, 
and because Channel One works to 
distribute its products fairly across 
its whole region, the Waseca shelf 
was given the option of purchasing 
only 50 pounds when it placed its 
most recent order. 

“Well, 50 pounds is not enough to 
fill our need to provide a pound of 
hamburger to 585 households (the 
count from September),” she points 
out, “so we had to go out and buy the 
rest at prices closer to retail.”  She 
mentions that area suppliers are will-
ing to offer the food shelf reduced 
prices, but only to a point. “That ad-
ditional meat cost thousands of dol-
lars,” she summarizes.  

“For anyone to say it was ‘free’ is 
obviously far from the truth.” 

Kolander goes on to mention that 
board members, volunteers, sup-
porters and others are persistently 
hustling to bring in money from var-
ious types of sources. She offers the 
example of a mid-summer invitation 
from the University of Minnesota 
Extension Southern Research and 
Outreach Center (SROC) at the 
southwest perimeter of Waseca.  The 
SROC had planted a field of green 
beans to test growing conditions. 
When the produce was ready for 
picking, area charitable organiza-
tions were invited to help them-
selves. 

“So no, we did not have to pay for 
the food,” Kolander points out. “But 
we had to find volunteers or send 
some of our employees, in some 
cases transport them to the field, and 

then transport the produce. Those 
are costs, too.” 

She mentions with gratitude that 
area retail stores frequently supply 
food at no cost when it is nearing its 
expiration date or, in the case of pro-
duce, approaching the end of its us-
able timespan. “Even though they 
give it to us for free,” she observes, 
“we still have to find a way to trans-
port it, many times driving to neigh-
boring towns such as Owatonna or 
Mankato, including loading and un-
loading it. 

“There is essentially nothing on 
our shelves that came to us at abso-
lutely no cost. And even if there 
were, there are costs associated with 
the building itself, including electric-
ity to keep the freezer running and 
lights turned on.” 

Regarding the clothing, house-
hold items and furniture donated to 
the Waseca Area Neighborhood 
Service Center (WANSC), Kolander 
acknowledges the thrift store does 
provide income for the non-profit-
although that has been significantly 
reduced by this summer’s construc-
tion. 

She explains money from those 
sales is used to meet ongoing ex-
penses for the site (including the 
food shelf). Cost of business ex-
penses include paying for business 
insurance, utilities and trash removal 
services, meeting payroll, and up-
keep on the building, grounds, and 
equipment. Only after those funda-
mental costs are met can any money 
go toward purchasing supplies for 
the food shelf. 

“All this is simply how things are 
when you run a non-profit food 
shelf,” Kolander says calmly. 
“Sometimes it can be rather hectic 
around here. Neither I nor the board 
members are complaining. We are 
so thankful we are able to offer this 
service. 

■ Food 
 from Page 1



By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

At the request of the county Infor-
mation Technology (IT) department, 
county commissioners voted during 
their Oct. 21 meeting to approve 
about $12,500 for additional annual 
cybersecurity insurance coverage. 

IT department head Judy Hiller 
placed the request based on infor-
mation shared by the IT department 
in Mower County, which experi-
enced a ransomware attack in June. 
The Mower County official had 
shared at a recent conference that the 
coverage common to many counties 
in the region through the Minnesota 
Counties Intergovernmental Trust 
(MCIT) was insufficient given the 
many demands and costs associated 
with the attack.  

According to information shared 
during the meeting, MCIT coverage 
includes sending a response team to 
the location. Mower County discov-
ered nearly instantaneous response 
is needed to mitigate the difficulties 
which arise once internet security is 
breached. The attack in Mower 
County resulted in confidential 
medical records being taken for 
“ransom,” and Mower County even-
tually determining it had little choice 
but to pay. 

The amount paid has not been re-
leased. 

County administrator Michael 
Johnson took advantage of the con-
versation to remind everyone that 
the human element is the greatest 
cybersecurity risk–whether it is be-
cause someone clicks on a malicious 
link or uses a weak password. He 
mentioned that the county is re-
peatedly attacked and that cyber-
criminals use sophisticated 
algorithms to try to find a way into 
the system. 

County Public Health Nurse 
Sarah Berry let commissioners 
know that the 16-member “Opioid 
Settlement Advisory Council” will 
be sending out “requests for propo-
sals” to the community in the near 
future.  The advisory council will 
make recommendations to the 
county board regarding how money 

allocated to Waseca County under a 
number of national lawsuits should 
be used.  

Stipulations for the money, more 
than $1 million to be received over 
the next 14 or more years, include 
that it should be used to help prevent 
people from misusing opioids or 
mitigate problems caused by illicit 
opioid use. 

Berry also sought permission to 
have public health staff investigate 
the possibility of offering testing for 
sexually transmitted infections. 
Berry told commissioners staff have 
noted a slow response time for test-
ing at the designated regional clinic 
in Mankato, and believe county res-
idents could be better served if test-
ing were available locally.  

Conversation surrounding this 
topic revealed that sexually trans-
mitted infections have risen sharply 
among people 55 and older in the 
past few years. 

Commissioners voted to allow in-
vestigation into the possibility of 
testing, and will make a decision on 
the matter after hearing what staff 
members have learned regarding 
costs for supplies and the amount of 
staff time that might be needed. 

Also during the Oct. 21 meeting, 
board members heard from Don 
White, operations manager for the 
Waseca SMART transit system and 
Curt Kuchera, the regional manager 
for the organization. 

The two reported the Waseca or-
ganization has been in the com-
munity for 11 years. There are 
currently three full-time and four 
part-time drivers with one “route” 
bus in service from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and two “demand response” buses 
running from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

The “Southern Minnesota Area 
Rural Transit” service has delivered 
about 11,000 rides so far in 2025 
and is currently servicing 35 school 
age students for whom regular 
school bus transportation is not 
practical. 
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By MELISSA DUNN 
Staff Writer 

During the October 23 Waseca 
school board meeting, Superintend-
ent Eric Hudspith gave the board a 
brief update on the district’s strategic 
plan. Under Learning For All, fall 
assessment data shows growth, 
demonstrating the effectiveness of 
both instructional strategies and in-
terventions. He said staff listening 
sessions are underway where feed-
back is gathered to improve pro-
cesses and programming. The 
district is also piloting a new math 
curriculum, and will implement it in 
the fall of 2026. Waseca continues 
to implement Minnesota’s Multi-
Tiered System of Supports 
(MnMTSS) Framework to ensure 
academic success. 

Hudspith also said the district is 
part of a steering committee work-
ing to implement an additional ro-
botics curriculum as well as 
partnering with Perkins funding to 
identify career and technical path-
ways for students.  

Community engagement prac-
tices for the school district for the 
purpose of creating opportunities for 
families and community members 
to engage with and provide feed-
back include the college and career 
fair, school finance learning ses-
sions, website improvement plan-

ning, and a communications survey. 
Under the category of “efficient 

and effective use of resources,” 
Hudspith spoke of developing com-
prehensive strategies for the mainte-
nance and improvement of 
buildings, and allocating staff to the 
highest need areas to support im-
provement. Sustainable budget 
planning and refinancing bonds to 
reduce debt service costs are also 
being examined. 

The category of “ensuring safe 
and welcoming environments” in-
cludes the current focus areas of a 
building conditions assessment, 
grounds maintenance, and winter 
weather planning. 

The board approved the 2026-
2027 and 2027-2028 school year 
calendars. Other action items ad-
dressed were the approval of the res-
olution establishing parameters for 
bond refunding, and the approvals 
for both the 2025-2027 agreements 
with independent contract employ-
ees and the 2026-2029 superintend-
ent contract. 

The next work session is Nov. 6 
and the next regular meeting is Nov. 
20. 

District piloting new 
math curriculum

             WASECA                
      SCHOOL BOARD

By MELANIE PILTINGSRUD 
Staff Writer 

The Starfire Event Center saw a 
veritable who's who of Waseca 
County walk in the door on Saturday, 
Oct. 25 for the Waseca Art Center's 
Great Fall Get Together, and this 
year's celebration, which took place 
from 6 – 9 p.m., was a truly gala 
event, as the Waseca Art Center 
began celebrating 50 years (1976 - 
2026) of bringing art to the com-
munity. 

Crista Bohlmann and Jerimy Bohl-
mann-Little provided live entertain-
ment, playing classical music on 
violin and cello, respectively. The 
Starfire Event Center entertained with 
an array of eatables that looked as 
though it could have collapsed a less 
robust buffet, and, after picking up 
their auction numbers and drink 
tickets at the door, many guests lined 
up for the delectables with enthusi-
asm, while others mingled at the 
tables until the line decreased. 

While some got drinks at the bar, 

others perused the tables of silent 
auction offerings, which included 
quite a number of gift baskets, paint-
ings by local artists, and even a base-
ball, signed by Rod Carew, who 
played for the Minnesota Twins from 
1967 - 1978. Still others tried their 
luck at any of several games. Pur-
chasing a $15 playing card from Brad 
Donner or Ann Johannsen earned the 
purchaser a chance to win a SOLO 
Stove smokeless fire pit. With only 
52 chances to win, people bought 
quite a number of cards. A Pyramid 
of Wine contained bottles of choice 
wines donated by members of the 
Waseca Art Center board and others. 
Jeanne Sexton, ever ready to vol-
unteer, happily sold $20 corks to in-
terested persons. Each numbered cork 
earned the purchaser a designated 
bottle of wine, all of which quickly 
sold out. Missy Donner took up her 
usual role in helping with the games, 
selling for $10 each the contents of 
ritzy champagne glasses: gift certifi-
cates hidden in elegant dinner nap-

kins. The popular Key to My Art also 
quickly sold out. Charlie Priebe, 
Waseca County Republican Party 
treasurer, and Brad Milbrath, Waseca 
County commissioner, sold keys for 
$30 each. All 35 keys were sold, and 
ladies lined up in the hope of unlock-
ing a treasure chest. To her evident 
astonishment, the prize of a $1,600 
pair of earrings, donated by Williams 
Diamond Center, went to Sue Har-
guth, as her key opened the chest. 

Following the games, retired auc-
tioneer Larry Born volunteered his 
time to sell off a dozen more items in 
a live auction. Tara Bjerke announced 
each item, and Monica Priebe helped 
to display them. Items up for bid were 
a homemade wine rack with capacity 
for 100 bottles of wine, two vintage 
handmade Ravca dolls, attributed to 
Italian doll maker Yvonne Spaggiari, 
a custom watercolor painting by 
Grace Galvin, a bourbon lover's bas-
ket, a Bradley Donner original paint-
ing of a warbler bird, a PIT BOSS 4 
Burner Deluxe Portable Gas Griddle, 

two batches of homemade caramels, 
two separate offerings of classes in 
clay modeling for up to six people, 
one by Jenny Butler and the other by 
Missy Donner, and a Kate Spade 
Weekender Package, including a 
weekend tote bag with four tickets to 
the Minnesota zoo and four tickets to 
a Stages Theater performance. 

Of the 150 attendees, a number of 
newcomers enjoyed the evening's 
events at the Great Fall Get Together 
this year, including Erica Forsythe, 
who works at the Waseca Le Sueur 
Library, and came accompanied by 
her mother Diane Forsythe. Mike and 
Jennifer Bartelt came sporting stylish 
cowboy hats that they had just made 
on a trip to South Dakota. Abigail 
Schumacher and Kyle Manderschied 
received a pair of tickets from Schu-
macher's employer, who couldn't at-
tend. Ben and Elizabeth (“Biz”) 
Janike have been new faces in the 

these kids to local businesses, give 
them a chance to see what’s out 
there.” She continued, “We also 
wanted to bring some colleges in, 
hopefully put the idea of higher 
education in their minds. Waseca 
County has a lot of talented kids, if 
they do go away to college or wha-
tever, we want them to come back, 
their families want them to come 
back and use that talent here.” Ku-

ball said she was impressed with 
the turnout but acknowledges, 
“Not everyone who wanted to be 
here today could make it, there 
were time conflicts with other 
schools. The good news is we have 
next year's date set, so that will 
give those other schools ample 
time to commit and get their kids 
over here next year so they can 
check it out as well.” 

As students arrived, they were 
handed a college and career fair 
bingo card to win prizes for com-
pleting tasks like ‘Get a business 
card’ or ‘Shake hands with a busi-
ness representative’ or ‘Find a gov-

ernment career.’ There was also 
plenty of stuff we all get (SWAG) 
ranging from pens to notebooks to 
chip clips to candy. something for 
everyone at every table. There was 
also a list of questions on the backs 
of the bingo cards for students to 
contemplate like, “Are your facil-
ities up to date?” “Are there work-
study programs available?” “Can I 
go to school while I work for you?” 

Booths at the fair included ALC 
Companies Inc., Mayo Clinic Or-
thopedics and Sports Medicine, 
Greener World Solutions, James 
Brothers Construction, Winegar 
Inc., Minnwest Bank and Insur-

ance, Big Brother’s Big Sisters, 
Cinch, Colony Court, Crystal Val-
ley Cooperative, Farmamerica, 
Ican, Inc. of Waseca, Waseca 
County, Matthew R. Petsinger 
Agency LLC., Lenz Lawn Care 
and Landscaping, Edina Realty, 
Banco McDonalds, Dennis Steffel 
Omtvedt Funeral Home, Me-
diacom Communications, Waseca 
Public Library, United Prairie 
Bank, Palmer Bus Service, H&R 
Block, Blaze Credit Union, Fern-
brook Family Center, Patton Hov-
ersten & Berg, PA., Leo A 
Hoffmann Center and the City of 
Waseca. 

■ Careers 
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Charlie Priebe and Brad Milbrath looking stylish.
Sue Harguth’s key fits the lock for the $1,600 earrings donated by  

Williams Diamond Center.

Missy Donner serves up Waseca area gift certifi-
cates in champagne glasses.

Jennifer and Mike Bartelt join the Art  
Center soiree

Sally Takala and Bruce Boyce stop by the bar 
for a snack.

Art Center’s Great Fall Get Together

Fall continued on 6

Pictured here are those who organized the Great Fall Get Together on Saturday, Oct. 25 at the Starfire Event Center. From left, 
Molly Hendrickson, Brad Milbrath, Penny Vought, Christy Easton, Ann Staloch, Monica Priebe, Tara Bjerke, Ann Johannson, Diane 
Beckmann, Katie Youngberg, and Mikhail Rostislavovich.     Pioneer photos by Melanie Piltingsrud
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cybersecurity coverage
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CHRIST COMMUnITY CHURCH 
2200 4th St nE, Waseca 

507-835-2235 
Service times 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
4TH STREET EVAnGELICAL 

CHURCH 
605 4th St nE, Waseca 

507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew Isker) 
Worship Sundays 10 a.m 

*     *     * 
FAITH UnITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
801 4th Ave nE, Waseca 

507-835-3167 
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHRIST THE KInG LUTHERAn 

CHURCH 
309 6th St nE, Waseca 

507-835-9176 
Worship Sundays 9 a.m., Sunday 

School/Fellowship 10:15 a.m., Wednesday 
evening worship 6:30 p.m. 

*     *     * 
ST. JOHn LUTHERAn CHURCH 

401 3rd Ave nE, Waseca 
507-833-1703 

Sundays 9:00 a.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAn CHURCH 
314 4th Ave nE, Waseca 

507-835-2647 
Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
FIRST COnGREGATIOnAL 

CHURCH 
503 2nd Ave nE, Waseca 

507-835-4548 (office email: 
1cwaseca@hickorytech.net) 

Worship Sunday 10 a.m. 
*     *     * 

GRACE LUTHERAn CHURCH 
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-835-1709 
Worship Sunday 9 a.m. 

*     *     * 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 

CHURCH 
111 4th St nW, Waseca 
Father Glenn Ferichs 

507-835-1222 
Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m., Tues. and 

Wed. at 8:30 a.m. and Thurs. at 7 a.m.; Sat-
urdays at 5 p.m. 

*     *     * 
REAL LIFE CHURCH 

620 W Elm Ave, Waseca 
507-607-8245 

Sunday worship 10 a.m. 
*     *     * 

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
LATTER-DAY SAInTS 
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-835-4640 
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 

1221 8th St SE, Waseca 
507-835-2213 

Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m. 
*     *     * 

CHRISTIAn ASSEMBLY 
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-833-1082 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun Evening 

6:00 p.m., Wed. evening 6:30 p.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PETER EVAnGELICAL 
LUTHERAn CHURCH 

new Richland, Minnesota  
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir and 
Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship 
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters 
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
ST. PETER EVAnGELICAL 

LUTHERAn CHURCH 
Otisco, Minnesota 

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor  
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study 
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
TRInITY EVAnGELICAL 

LUTHERAn CHURCH 
new Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Mary Iverson 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sunday 
School; 10 a.m. Coffee 
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting 
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7 
p.m. Council meeting 

*     *     * 
LESUEUR RIVER 

LUTHERAn CHURCH 
new Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
School 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 *     *     * 
VISTA LUTHERAn CHURCH 

new Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
VISTA EVAnGELICAL 
COVEnAnT CHURCH 

new Richland, Minnesota 
Brian Schanil Pastor 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sunday 
School 
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Ministry, 
1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and Yard 
Games, 6 p.m. until dark 

*     *     * 
ALL SAInTS 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
new Richland, Minnesota 

Father Glenn Ferichs 
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 4th Fridays 
p.m. Mass 
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m. 

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAn 

Missouri Synod 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Larry Sipe 
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m. Sunday 
School and adult bible class 

*     *     * 
IMMAnUEL LUTHERAn CHURCH 

Freedom Township 
Sunday – 9:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ZOAR UnITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Pastor Ava Adams-Morris 
Waldorf, Minnesota  

Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Father Sammy Pothireddy 
Saturday - 5 p.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
TRInITY LUTHERAn 

Wilton Township 
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor 

Sunday – 8 a.m. summer worship; 10:45 
a.m. Worship starting Sept. 1 

*     *     * 
THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAInTS 
Brad Donner, Branch President 

Waseca, Minnesota 
www.lds.org 

Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 11:20 
a.m. Sunday School 
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities, 
ages 12-18 

 *         *        * 
TRInITY LUTHERAn CHURCH 

412 n. Main Street, Janesville 
Pastor Jason Wolter 

Rev. Timothy Contreras 
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible Class, 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
JAnESVILLE UnITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
401 n. West St., Janesville 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
BLOOMInG GROVE UnITED METH-

ODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Morristown 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer worship hours, 
(10:45 a.m. Worship, winter)  

*     *     * 
ST. Ann CATHOLIC CHURCH 

307 W. 2nd St, Janesville 
Father Robert Schneider 

Sunday - 8:30 a.m. - Mass 
*     *     * 

FAITH LUTHERAn CHURCH 
300 Owen St., Janesville 

Pastor Sarah Krolak 
*     *     * 

ST. JOHn EVAnGELICAL CHURCH 
Alma City, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

TRInITY EVAnGELICAL LU-
THERAn CHURCH 

Smiths Mill, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship 

 *         *        * 
nORTH WASECA LUTHERAn 

CHURCH ELCA 
404 30 120th St. Waseca 

Pastor Sarah Krolak 
507-234-6463  

Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second sun-
day “Young at heart”  
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation 

*     *     * 
    nOTE: CHAnGES In CHURCH 
CALEnDARS MUST BE MADE BY 
nOTIFICATIOn FROM A MEMBER 
OF THE COnGREGATIOn TO THE 
WASECA COUnTY PIOnEER.

By PASTOR GLENN  
FRERICHS 

Life passes so quickly, and 
graces often come to us in ways 
and at times that we least expect. 

Jesus tells us to "Be dressed 
ready for service and keep your 
lamps burning, like servants wait-
ing for their master to return from 
a wedding banquet, so that when 
he comes and knocks they can im-
mediately open the door for him." 

There is a story that has been 
printed many times about a son 
who was unable to see his father's 
blessing for many years. 

A young man was getting ready 
to graduate from college. For 
many months he had admired a 
beautiful sports car in a dealer's 
showroom, and knowing his 
father could well afford it, he told 
him that was all he wanted. 

As Graduation Day ap-
proached, the young man awaited 
signs that his father had purchased 
the car. Finally, on the morning of 
his graduation, his father called 
him into his private study. His 
father told him how proud he was 
to have such a fine son, and told 
him how much he loved him. 

He handed his son a beautifully 
wrapped gift box. Curious but 
somewhat disappointed, the 
young man opened the box and 
found a lovely, leather-bound 
Bible with his name embossed in 
gold. 

Angry, he raised his voice to his 
father and said, "With all your 
money, you give me a Bible?" and 
stormed out of the house, leaving 
the Bible. 

Many years passed and the 
young man was very successful in 

business. He had a beautiful home 
and a wonderful family, but real-
ized his father was very old and 
thought he should perhaps go to 
him. He had not seen him since 
that graduation day. Before he 
could make arrangements, he re-
ceived a telegram telling him his 
father had passed away and had 
willed all of his possessions to his 
son. He needed to come home im-
mediately and take care of things. 

When he arrived at his father's 
house, sudden sadness and regret 
filled his heart. He began to search 
through his father's important 
papers and saw the still-new 
Bible, just as he had left it years 
ago. With tears, he opened the 
Bible and began to turn the pages. 
And as he did, a car key dropped 
from the back of the Bible. It had 
a tag with the dealer's name, the 
same dealer who had the sports 
car he had desired. On the tag was 
the date of his graduation, and the 
words PAID IN FULL. 

As a Pastor, one of the wonder-
ful things I sometimes hear is the 
story of the last moments with a 
loved one before they un-
expectedly pass away. Grace can 
be a word spoken, a gesture re-
ceived, or something similar. Al-
though grace sometimes comes 
through events, it is most often 
connected to people; God works 
through people; we can never go 
wrong by valuing the person and 
circumstances before us. Jesus 
says: "I give you a new command-
ment: love one another. As I have 
loved you, so you also should love 
one another. This is how all will 
know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another." 
(Jn. 13:34-35).

Unexpected graces

Waseca community since 2021, 
when they moved from Mankato to 
Waseca to raise their family and 
continue Ben's online fitness busi-
ness, Crossroads Training, Inc. 
Julie and Jon Froke, Waseca city 
planner, also graced the occasion 
with their presence. They moved 
from Phoenix, AZ to Waseca 16 
months ago to be closer to their 
sons and their families, and are 
finding the Waseca community to 
be a pleasant fit. 

Regular attendees at Waseca Art 
Center events included Robin and 
Jay Dulas, Waseca County Sheriff; 
and Deanna Bendex, local artist 
and author, who came with her two 
grandsons. “They brought me,” 
said Bendex, clearing up any mis-
conception that it was the other 
way around. Carol Wobschall, too, 
another local artist, was seen bid-
ding on items at the silent auction. 
Pete Madel and Liz O'brien were 
also there. Although O'brien has 
taken a step back after four years 
on the Waseca Art Center board, 
she still enjoys attending the 
events. 

After the auction concluded, Mi-
khail Rostislavovich, Waseca Art 
Center president, expressed his ap-
preciation for the Waseca Art 

Center's 50 years of providing the 
wider Waseca County area with a 
locus of activity for local artists 
and art lovers, for the members of 
the Waseca Art Center board and 
volunteers for their hard work in 
making it all possible, and to all the 
people who contribute to the con-
tinued success of the Waseca Art 
Center, not least of which are those 
who generously support it with 
their donations. “Tonight’s gener-
osity ensures that art will continue 
to inspire the next generation,” he 
said. 

Tara Bjerke rounded out the 
evening with her own speech in ap-
preciation for the Waseca Art 
Center's 50 years, and encouraged 
attendees that, if they hadn't won 
anything, they had yet another op-
portunity to contribute for the 
many supplies that the Waseca Art 
Center needs in order to continue 
offering art classes to the com-
munity at a reasonable cost. She 
sold the star balloons that dec-
orated the stage, beginning with 
the gold starts for $25, and contin-
uing with silver and black bal-
loons, all of which had served as a 
backdrop to the evening's theme of 
black and gold. 

If you would like to know more 
about the Waseca Art Center, in-
cluding their class offerings, visit 
their website: www.wasecaart-
center.org or better yet, stop in to 
see the exhibits. Their hours are 
Tues – Sat from 12 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

■ Fall 
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HEARING CARE CENTERS
Hear For You!
Dr. Frank Pacovsky, Au.D

Dr. Frank has worked with
3 of the Top Hospital Systems in MN

• Free Hearing Exam
• Repairs & Service

• Hearing Aids for All Budgets
• Accept Most Insurance Plans

We service ALL MANUFACTURERS

Call for an Appointment:
507-594-9087

125 W Clark St, Albert Lea

tion is very excited to be part of this 
community project, due to the gift 
made to us by the Waseca Devel-
opment Corporation (WDC). We 
happily invested in Marketplace 
Commons. The earnings from this 
investment will allow the Waseca 
Area Foundation to create a new 
endowment fund that will support 
future economic growth.” 

Mayor Randy Zimmerman 
“It is an absolute privilege to be 

here and to participate in what I 
hope is the first of many, many 
more, groundbreaking events for 
our community. It took tremendous 

effort and commitment to get this 
housing project across the finish 
line, but here we are; the first apart-
ment building to be built in our city 
in over 25 years. I hope and intend 
for this to be the beginning of sus-
tained growth for the city of 
Waseca. 

“On behalf of the city, I would 
like to thank everyone who has 
made this investment and created 
partnerships. Thank you to Rev-
ocity for coordinating and admin-
istering this project. Thank you to 
the city EDA, and Waseca County 
for their partnerships and invest-
ment. And thank you to our city 
staff for all of their hard work in fa-
cilitation and administration. This 
truly could not be happening with-
out all of these partnerships and ev-
eryone's commitment to seeing this 

through. Waseca's future is bright 
and full of opportunity, we're just 
getting started.” 

Commissioner De Malterer 
“Today we are here to celebrate 

the groundbreaking of this wonder-
ful new 36 unit apartment building 
in Waseca. It has been many, many 
years since new apartments have 
been built here. We know that hous-
ing is an essential component to 
economic development. 

“This is not a case of 'build it and 
they will come'. It is a case of, 
'They can't come if we don't build 
it.' There is no place for ‘them’ to 
live. Established companies can't 
grow and new companies won't 
come here if we can't house 
workers; this will help us do just 
that. 

We are also celebrating the work 

and collaboration it took to get us 
to this day. The city of Waseca's 
wise investment in the housing 
study has provided foundational 
data and city staff have worked 
hard to make this a reality. People 
invested. Rebound Partners have 
guided and supported the invest-
ment. The City of Waseca and 
Waseca County have both sup-
ported this effort. 

“It's an honor to be here. I'm ex-
cited to move a little dirt to get 
things started here at Marketplace. 
It will be even more exciting to 
watch this building be completed 
and filled with residents who will 
be part of our great community. 

“Representing Waseca County 
and its Board of Commissioners, I 
want to congratulate everyone in-
volved!” 

■ Market 
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NEW BEGINNINGS - Waseca leaders, investors and local officials gathered on the afternoon of Monday, Oct. 27, to celebrate the 
groundbreaking of Marketplace Commons.        Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

FUTURE HOPES - County Commissioner DeAnne Malterer spoke to the crowd of 50 about housing being an essential component 
to economic development. Right, Amy Potter of the Waseca Area Foundation spoke of the earnings of the investment that will allow 
future economic growth.                            Pioneer photos by Eli Lutgens



1925 
- The jury in the case of the state vs. Frank Kratz for the murder of 

Louis Minske, Iosco recluse, last March, got under way Monday. After 
exhausting the regular panel with six jurors accepted a special venire 
was called and the balance of the jury selected Tuesday. In opening the 
case for the state, County Attorney Child stated that the prosecution 
would attempt to prove that in the summer of 1924 Kratz had a con-
versation with Louis Fell in which the former had asked Fell about 
Minske’s habits, his financial condition and whether he was known to 
have firearms in his house. Mr. Child also said that he would introduce 
evidence that similar questions were asked of R. J. Ristau. The state 
would also present evidence that Kratz was not at the Faber residence 
during the house when the murder was committed as determined at the 
coroner’s inquest, and that he returned to the Faber residence between 
10 and 11 p.m. of that day. 

- Janesville lost no time in last Friday’s game at Waseca in rolling 
up a count of 13 points against Waseca High School. After the two 
touchdowns had been scored early in the first quarter, the game devel-
oped into one of the hardest fought battles ever recorded between the 
two teams, neither team scoring despite the terrific play on both sides. 

- What are you figuring on doing from now until Saturday, No-
vember 28, 8 p.m.? Will you have time to earn a Ford Tudor Sedan, 
one of the newest models, with balloon tires? Or will a $175 diamond 
ring satisfy you? Probably one of the two f ine radios will be enough 
to interest you. Here’s the point – the Janesville Argus wants to enlarge 
its circulation and it is willing to make it well worth the while of the 
persons who are most successful in building up our list.  

 
1950 

- Lyle’s Merrymakers, the popular dance orchestra from Janesville, 
has been selected to furnish music for the Legion benefit dance to be 
held at Hardegger’s Friday evening, Nov. 17. A new Winchester pump 
gun, as well as a large selection of other prizes, donated by Janesville 
merchants, will be given away as door prizes. 

- The Janesville Volunteer Fire Department answered two calls dur-
ing the past three days, both in the rural area. Monday afternoon the 
firemen were called to the I. F. Thissen farm, about nine miles south 
of Janesville, to extinguish a blaze caused when dripping gasoline from 
a tractor ignited, causing considerable damage to the tractor. The sec-
ond call came just before 11 o’clock Wednesday morning when the 
boys hurried to the Ada Cahill farm, 3 miles northeast of town, where 
a fire, which started in a rubbish pile, spread to a large pile of corn cobs 
and then to an empty corn crib. At the latter farm, the water supply was 
exhauster just after the fire was brought under control but a hurried trip 
to a neighboring farm for more water soon remedied the predicament. 

 
1975 

- A report released by the Mankato State University Geography De-
partment this week indicates that by 1990 the population of many south 
central Minnesota school districts should stop falling and in most cases 
rise. Janesville’s school district, for example, is expected to grow by 
572 people by 1990. The report covering all school districts in Region 
Nine, also projects a continuing rapid population increase for larger 
school districts in the region – Mankato, New Ulm, and Fairmont – 
and for school districts in “bedroom” communities near this cities. Ja-
nesville is considered a bedroom community of both Mankato and 
Waseca. 

- For the first tie since 1937, Janesville’s American Legion Post 281 
is hosting a First District Fall Rally. Over 200 Legion and Auxiliary 
members from southeast Minnesota will be in town Saturday afternoon 
and evening for the meetings. The last time the local Legion Post 
hosted a Fall Rally was when Jack Kiner, father of Dr. Tom Kiner, was 
District One Commander. Now that Janesville’s Sylvester Priem holds 
the same office, the local post brought the rally back to town. 

- Jack Frank, 302 W. First Street, Janesville, will be honored at a 
three-day convention for outstanding State Farm agents at the St. Fran-
cis Tower Hotel in San Francisco, California, October 22 through Oc-
tober 25.  

 
2000 

- The Janesville Fire Department was honored last weekend at the 
annual MEMSA Fall Conference by receiving the EMS of the Year 
Award. This award, presented annually to one EMS service in the state 
of Minnesota, is to recognize one team for outstanding service to the 
community and is based, in part, on the recommendation of one of its 
members. Bruce Manthe submitted the nomination this year for the Ja-
nesville Fire Department, stating that although they are officially called 
a fire department, they are also a non-transport first-responder unit. 
The department consists of 25 members, including 9 EMTs, 8 of which 
are national registered, and 16 first responders. 

- When Capstone Press in Mankato was looking for a child to put on 
the cover of one of their books, they called the Janesville-Waldorf-
Pemberton Elementary School and spoke to the first grade teachers. 
They described what they were looking for, and first grader William 
Maas fit the bill. “They called us to get our permission,” said Janice 
Maas, William’s mother. “We made arrangements to meet at Pet Expo 
on Mankato, and William played with the bunnies while they took his 
picture. William is featured on the cover of the book, “All About Pets” 
by Helen Frost. 

- The Janesville City Council voted at Monday night’s meeting to 
table the proposed south side drainage improvement project. The pro-
posal was originally introduced at the council meeting on Oct. 16, 
where it was first tabled for consideration on Oct. 30. The project, 
which carries a price tag of $1.1 million, was moved up a year on the 
schedule of city improvement projects in response to requests from Ja-
nesville residents to do something sooner rather than later to help them 
with flooding problems.

25 years ago 
- Congress shipped President Clinton a compromise $58 billion transpor-

tation package earlier this month that would set a national drunken driving 
standard. Local lawmakers blasted the move saying that the federal gov-
ernment overstepped its authority. “That decision should be left up to the 
individual states,” said Minnesota First District Congressman Gil 
Gutknecht. 

- Waseca High School senior Kelly Wilder has been selected as “Student 
of the Week” by the Language Arts Department. Kelly is the daughter of 
Ken and Sheryl Wilder. Her father is a pharmacist and her mother is a school 
teacher. She has three brothers, Jesse who is 20 and in the US Navy, Tom 
who is 15, and Danny who is thirteen. Kelly has done very well in her lan-
guage arts classes and classes as a whole at Waseca High School where she 
presently has a 3.6 grade point average. 

- Krista Berger and Erik Kern were united in marriage on June 3, 2000, 
at St. Francis Xavier Church in Buffalo, MN. The Rev. Charles Froehle of-
ficiated at 2:00 p.m. double ring ceremony. Parents of the couple are Hal 
and Bonnie Berger of Buffalo, and Ralph and Shirley Kern of Waseca. The 
bride wore a candlelight white empire-waist, sleeveless gown. She carried 
a bouquet of white roses, and yellow and purple delphinium.  

 
50 years ago 

- The Ford administration asked Congress today to deny food stamps to 
families whose income exceeds the government’s poverty level. Under the 
administration proposal, presented to a Senate subcommittee by Agriculture 
Secretary Earl L. Butz, food stamps would be denied to a family of four 
whose income exceeds $6,250 a year if all its members are under 60 years 
old. 

- The Pan-American Games is a mini-Olympics held for Western hemi-
sphere athletes once every four years the year prior to the Olympic Games 
themselves. Like the Olympics, the Pan-American Games have made a 
great show of the goodwill, sportsmanship, and the better understanding 
between nations which come out of such events. Like the Olympics in Mu-
nich, the Pan-America Games currently being held in Mexico City have 
been having a difficult time getting those points across. 

- The Waseca Bluehay football team was on the road to Fairmont, last 
Friday night and seemed to have the game well in hand with a 14-0 lead at 
the half, but a strong and big Cardinal team pulled out a 20-14 victory over 
the slow sinking Bluejays. The Bluejays now support a 2-3 conference 
record and 3-5 over-all going down to the final game of the season when 
they close at home with New Ulm. 

 
75 years ago 

- Claude Breed, 29, of Mankato, former Waseca man who was injured in 
an automobile accident between Morristown and Faribault Oct. 13, died of 
his injuries early Saturday in the veterans hospital in Minneapolis. Breed 
sustained multiple injuries and had been in a semi-conscious state since the 
crash. James Farrel of Waseca, injured in the same accident, is improving 
in Veterans hospital. Robert Somers, also of Waseca was slightly shaken up 
in the crash. 

- A reporter checking hunting results in the Waseca area can get just about 
as many opinions as there are hunters, on the basis of opening week and 
shooting, “And that’s a great plenty.” Reports all the way from “lousy” to 
“wonderful.” Generally, results were fairly good, according to stories from 
hunters. Most gunners got birds the opening day and many had good shoot-
ing Sunday. 

- Many motor vehicle owners make application for a request number in 
September. Thus they are able to get the same license plate figure year after 
year. Since 1940, when the deputy registrar’s office was established in 
Waseca, attendants speculated on whether or not some motorist would re-
ceive the same number he had the year previous, as the plates were being 
issued in numerical sequence. Friday, after ten years of waiting, it happened. 
Leo Gostomezik, R.1. Medford, made application for his 1951 plates on his 
1947 Plymouth. When the envelope containing the plates was taken from 
the top of the pile it bore No. 286-433. It was the same plate number Gos-
tomezik had in 1950. 

 
100 years ago 

- Ed. Webber, a barber of this city, had his right arm badly mangled by 
the accidental discharge of a shot gun while hunting at Lake Geneva with 
Melvin Grant yesterday afternoon. He had brought down some ducks and 
was walking over to get them when the accident occurred. Evidently he was 
carrying his gun near the end of the barrel when something caught the 
trigger and discharged the firearm. The shot tore through his right elbow 
and down about half-way through the forearm and about stripping the fore-
arm of flesh. Some of the elbow was shot away and several splinters had to 
be removed. 

- Last fall Waseca was represented on the gridiron by a fast football team 
which had a large host of followers. Some talk has been made of reviving 
the team this year but no action was taken until this week. A call has been 
issued for a meeting at the city hall at 7:30 Thursday evening of all football 
players and all those interested in the team. Several nearby towns have 
teams this year and it is hoped to have games scheduled within a very short 
time. Come to the meeting tomorrow night without fail. 

- The grand jury made an inspection of the Waseca County Jail Friday 
afternoon and according to their report “found it clean and well kept.” The 
report states: “However the sheriff’s office is badly in need of redecorating 
as the ceiling paper is loose and hanging from the ceiling and walls, giving 
the room a disorderly appearance. “The grand jury recommends that the 
outside woodwork of the jail be painted. It would add much to the appear-
ance. Cement walks are broken an in need of repairs. Also the basement 
has a floor of part dirt and part rough stone which is hard to keep clean. It 
is recommended that a cement floor be put in the basement of the jail and 
the walks repaired.” 

New Richland
25 years ago 

- When it was Betsy Johannsen's turn to help Mike Moen operate 
the first hose at the New Richland Fire Department’s garage during 
Fire Prevention Week, she squealed with delight. Perhaps it was be-
cause a wind gust blew some of the spray back in her face.  

- Among the many shoppers at the New Richland Care Center’s 
annual White Elephant Sale, Saturday afternoon were Vi Howser, 
Lenore and Kenneth Finseseth. Funds raised are used by the Res-
ident Council for special events at the center.  

- The New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva ninth grade girls vol-
leyball team defeated Medford 3-0, October 10.Leading the team with 
kills were Kalisha Anothony and Brittany Patterson with three each. Jes-
sica Hendrickson and Chelsy Quiram shared two kills. Betsy Waldhauser 
and Mollie Flor claimed one kill each. Top servers for the match were 
Andrea Perkins with 15 points and Kristi Thompson with seven.  

 
50 years ago 

- Inger Nordby, New Richland-Hartland’s AFS student, is pic-
tured here with her American family, the Darrel Lundbergs. They 
are from the left, seated: Mr. Lundberg, Mrs. Lundberg, Inger, 
Julie; standing: David and Kenny. Inger came August 5th by plane 
to Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport, where she was met 
by the Lundbergs. She is enjoying her stay here and says the people 
in the New Richland-Hartland area are some of the nicest and 
friendliest she has ever met.  

- The New Richland-Hartland Cardinal Girls Volleyball A team de-
feated Hayfield 2-1, winning the match, Thursday, here. The Cards B 
squad also won. All of the girls really played well and everyone on the 
squad had the opportunity to get in the action. The Cards took the first 
game, 18-6, with 10 points on Marsha Herbst’s serves, five on Marlene 
Tappe’s and three on Lori Smith's.  

 
75 years ago 

- Employing his musical talents with the Recruit Training Command 
Band at the Naval Training Center Great Lake, Ill., is Richard Proehl, 
son or Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Proehl, who has volunteered as a musician 
during his 12 week Naval indoctrination period. The recruit band 
marches at all recruit center, and also make occasional trips to nearby 
communities to participate in civic events requiring a musical aggrega-
tion.  

- Mr. and Mrs. Henry J Becker announce the marriage of their daugh-
ter, Irene Agnes, to Jonathan J. Stevens of Chicago, Illinois. The wed-
ding took place Saturday September 23, 1950 at St. Catherines church, 
Denver, Colorado.  

- Pvt. Stanley (Bud) Tollefson, 22, son of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley N. 
Tollefson, has completed his AF basic airmen indoctrination course at 
Lackland Air Force Base, the “Gateway to the Air Force.”  

Janesville
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JAY’S AUTO SERVICE

JAY LONGENEKER
507-380-6359

228 3rd Ave N, Waldorf, MN 56091
jaysautoserviceinc@gmail.com

OWNER
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Treats on the Streets
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Treats on the Streets
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Hours: 
Sat-Sun .......... Closed
M-F .......... 8 AM–5 PM

715 S State St, 
Waseca, MN 

(507) 835-8615

Ali and Willy Malecha are excited to continue to 
bring you the excellent service you have come 

to expect at Dave’s Body Shop!

Serving Waseca and the surrounding 
areas for more than 30 years!

(507) 835-9111
info@iWealth4me.com

213 15th Ave NE
Waseca, MN 56093

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/
SIPC.  Investment advice offered through iWealth Financial, 
LLC, a Registered Investment Advisor.  iWealth Financial, LLC 
and iWealth are separate entities from LPL Financial.

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610

teschservice@mediacombb.net

Tesch Service Center
Family-Owned Automotive Repair 
• wheel alignments
• brake services
• suspension repairs
• towing & more!
Call us today!

REALTOR
507-371-7064 

jodiethompson@edinarealty.com
jodiethompson.edinarealty.com

Jodie Thompson
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*gj ahdjPiifj dhc_jYhf[j gcYidj gahg
gaijWhbgaibj[e\jh_Mhf^ijcfjTedgRdihR
defjT`h[]jgaijge\ZaibjgaijeTTefifgd
ZigX
QahgjShdj^ibghcf`[jbicfWeb^i_j`hdg

Bhg\b_h[jhgjgaijLhdi^hj0cZajB^aee`
WeegPh``jdgh_c\YX
Qaij E`\i;h[d]j Saej dai``h^Ji_

QbcR:cg[j1fcgi_j O>RDj hjYefgaj hZe]
ah_jgaicbjahf_djW\``jWebjY\^ajeWjgai
ZhYi]j T`h[cfZj gej hj d^ebi`iddj gcij cf
gaijWcbdgjah`WjPiWebijgaijQcghfdjd\^^R
^\YPi_j gej Lhdi^h-dj d\WWe^hgcfZ
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`iYdXj Qai[j Sibij _iWcfcg`[j fegj gai
dhYijgihYjSijT`h[i_jhjYefgajhZeX'
QaijWcbdgjah`WjShdjhj_iWifdcMijPhgR

g`iX
(3ebj gaij di^ef_j ZhYij cfj hj beS]

Sij dghbgi_j eWWj gibbcP`ij eWWifdcMi`[]'
dhc_jLif_`hf_X
E\gjgaijE`\i;h[j_iWifdi]jhdjcgjahd

h``jdihdef]jd`hYYi_jgaij_eebjcfjgai
di^ef_jah`W]jh``eScfZjgaijQcghfdj4?
b\dacfZj[hb_djcfjgaijdi^ef_jah`Wjhf_
4HjWebjgaijZhYiX
7h^ePj@eegjif_i_jgaijQcghfd-jWcfh`

Pc_j Webj hj ge\^a_eSfjScgaj hfj cfgibR
^iTgcefj`hgijcfjgaijWe\bgaj%\hbgibX
(2\bj_iWifdi]jhZhcf]jShdjgbiYifR

_e\d]'jdhc_jLif_`hf_X
7eb_hfj 7eafdefj ah_j hj Zbihgj _h[

b\ffcfZjgaijPh``]j gegh`cfZjV?Oj[hb_d
efjUDj^hbbcidjhf_jhjge\^a_eSf
A`cfZibjShdjKRWebRVOjThddcfZj Web

U>j[hb_d]jh`dejb\ffcfZjgaijPh``jSi``
_idTcgijfegjgegh`cfZjcYTbiddcMijf\YR
PibdXj ,ibefj @\ddi``j ^h\Zagj gabii
ThddidjWebjUIj[hb_djgejZejh`efZjScga
OOj [hb_dj b\dacfZj hf_j hj ge\^a_eSf
b\fX
Lc``chYj ChfWci`_j hf_j Ebh_[

C^Aiffhj `i_j gaijLhdi^hj _iWifdi]
ih^aj Scgaj We\bj gh^J`idj hf_j gSe
hddcdgdX

.8':-8=!"%=9<5$15;&=0+5;:/=#

Q:1j jIj jIj jIj jIj4jI
LGBj jIj jIj j?j jVOj4jUV

*5<';=378<;:<
8ejd^ebcfZ

4:-(+/=378<;:<
8ejd^ebcfZ

9,5</=378<;:<
LGBj4j@\ddi``jVIjb\fj!@\TijJc^J#

*(7<;,=378<;:<
LGBj4jA`cfZibjVjb\fj@\TijJc^J#
LGBj4j7eafdgefjHVjb\fj!@\TijJc^J#

910 .24
3cbdgj_eSfdj j<j jD
@\dacfZj[hb_dj jUUDj j4H
=hddcfZj[hb_dj jU>j jD<
Qegh`j&_dXj jUKKj jDK
=ifh`gcidj KRVOj DRKV

6�)6�6)02 =4929649614
@\dacfZj$jLGBFj7eafdgefjUDRV?ONj=hbThbg

URUNj @\ddi``j OROONj A`cfZibj <RDNj N Q:1F
2-Cihbhj DRONj E`hd^aJej OR>Nj 7cbcJj Kj 4UHN
Eeb^ahb_gjVRVNjAi``[j?RD

=hddcfZj $jLGBFjA`cfZibj KRVO]j U>N Q:1F
7cbcJjDRUI]jD<

@i^icMcfZj4jLGBFj@\ddi``jHRUINj9efZjUR
>N Q:1Fj2-CihbhjVRDNj8i\Ph\ibjVRKNj3h^geb
URVKNj2-AiiWgjUROU

Lhdi^hj ,iWifdij $j =hbThbgj VQNj CX8eP`i
UQNjChfdWci`_jOQ]jUGNj@\ddi``jVjcfgXNjCcg^ai``
VQ]j VGNj @haij UQNj +`[ffj KQ]j UGNj @ea`j VQN
Ahgaj OQNj @eegj UQ]j VG]j Vj cfgXNj 7idJij HQN
2Mci_ej HQ]j UGNj /ibeiMifj VQNj Bi`ga\fj VQN
+hb)hjHQNjC^AiffhjOQ]jUG

=LZ@C9Z?>J0GEI
*8@=>:A)2;>@=

QaijLhdi^hj 0cZaj B^aee`j Zcb`d5
^beddj^e\fgb[jgihYjWi``jdaebgjcfjcgd
Pc_j Webj hj di^ef_RdgbhcZagj dghgi
YiigX
E\gj gahgj _eidf5gj Yihfj gai

E`\i;h[dj Sef5gj Pij biTbidifgi_
gaibiX
.``cij AeTcd^aJi]j hfj <gaRZbh_ib]

h_Mhf^i_j gej dghgijhdjhfj cf_cMc_\h`
hWgibj T`h^cfZj VIgaj cfj gaij Bi^gcef
VGGj Yiigj `hdgj Qa\bd_h[j hg
Ehf^beWgjEh[j=hbJjcfjG`Pibgj9ihX
6Qaijdi^gcefjYiigjShdjhjYc^beR

^edYjeWje\bjdihdefjgacdj[ihb]6jdhc_
L0Bjaih_j^eh^aj+bhfgj=eTTXj6Li
ah_j deYij Zcb`dj b\fj bih``[j dgbefZ
bh^id]jP\gjSijh`dejah_jhjf\YPibjeW
e\bj Ji[j hga`igidj Phgg`cfZj gabe\Za
cf;\bcidX6
AeTcd^aJij^`e^Ji_jhjdihdefRPidg

UIFI?XVj Webj KIIIjYigibdj gej T\f^a
aibj gc^Jigj gej dghgiXj G`dej b\ffcfZ
Si``j efj hj ^ah``ifZcfZj ^e\bdi]
h^^eb_cfZj gej =eTT]j Shdj Qh[`eb
ChbJidef]jSaejg\bfi_jcfjhjdihdefR
PidgjgcYijeWjUUFIIXH]jZee_jWebjH>ga
T`h^iX
2gaibj T`h^idj hf_j gcYidj Webj gai

E`\i;h[j Zcb`dFj Chbifj B^acYYcfZ]
U>ga]j UVFV?XDNj�\cffj&e_ib]j HDga]
UVFKOX?NjGMhj/hf,if0iYi`]jOUf_]
UUFVONj hf_j 9ihaj Lc`def]j K?ga]
UHFVDXD
QaijZcb`d5jdi^gcefj^ahYTcefjShd

ChJh[haj =igbc^Jhj eWj 8ebgaWci`_
Scgaj hj gcYij eWj V>FIVXDXjGj gegh`j eW
D<jZcb`djbhfjcfjgaijMhbdcg[jbh^iX
8ebgaWci`_j geeJj gaij Zcb`d5j gihY

gcg`ij Scgaj UOj Tecfgd]j We``eSi_j P[
Lcfefhj Scgaj K<]j E[befj VHU]
G\dgcfj VOI]j =cfij *d`hf_j VOV]
Lhdi^hj VOK]j @i_j LcfZj V?O]
3hbcPh\`gjV?Kjhf_jBgiShbgMc``ijV?DX
AeTcd^aJij Sc``j b\fj cfj gaij dghgi

Yiigj Bhg\b_h[]j 8eMXj Vj hgj gai
1fcMibdcg[j eWj Ccffidegh5dj 9id
Ee`dgh_j +e`Wj :e\bdiXj Qaij :`hdd
GGjZcb`d5jbh^ijdghbgdjhgjVjTXYX
Qaij E`\i;h[j Mhbdcg[j Pe[dj Sibi

`i_j P[j difcebj L[hggj 0hZib]j Sae
T`h^i_jKHb_j cfjV<FK<X>Xj3e``eScfZ
SibijAiifhfj:e``cfd]jK?ga]jV>FVHN
9\Jij 3i`_JhYT]j ?Oga]j UIFUOXDN

AebPcfj :e``cfd]j ?>ga]j UVFV<XUN
8ehaj 9eMi]j <Iga]j UVFK<X>Nj hf_
@[hfj &e_ib]j <Vdg]j UUFIHXIX
3i`_JhYTj Tedgi_j hj dihdefRPidg
gcYiX
62\bj geTj Z\[dj ahMij Piifj Mib[

^efdcdgifg]6jdhc_j:eh^aj=eTTX
Qaij bh^ij Shdj Sefj P[j ,hMc_

2Pdg]j hj difcebj WbeYj AhddefR
ChfgebMc``ij Saej ^eYT`igi_j gai
^e\bdij cfj VKFODXDXj .cZag[Rgabii
Mhbdcg[jPe[dj^eYTigi_X
QihYjd^ebidjWebjgaijPe[d5jMhbdcR

g[Fj 8ebgaWci`_j <H]j Lcfefhj <O]
BgiShbgMc``ij >I]j AhddefR
ChfgebMc``ij >H]j "\YPbeghR
Ch)iTTh�Aif[efRLhfhYcfZe
VH>]j =cfij *d`hf_j VKI]jG\dgcfj VDV]
@i_j LcfZj UII]j G`Pibgj 9ihj UV>]
E[befjUU>]j3hbcPh\`gjUDK]jLhdi^h
HOHX
Qaij L0Bj ;\fcebj Mhbdcg[j Pe[d

Wcfcdai_jVVgaje\gjeWjVUj gihYdjP\g]
h^^eb_cfZj gej =eTT]j g\bfi_j cfj h
dgbefZjTibWebYhf^iX

62\bj 7/j Z\[dj ah_j hj Zbihgj bh^i]
geTjgejPeggeY]6jdhc_j=eTTX
E`\i;h[j T`h^idj hf_j gcYidFj A\bg

.bc^Jdef]j??ga]jUVFUOXKNjG`i hf_ib
9iShf_eSdJc]j <<ga]j UVFODXON
Cc`idj =eTT]j VHIga]j UHFU?X?Nj Lc``
,iY`]j VHOga]j UHFKVXKNj 2Sif
3cibJi]jVO<ga]jUKFKDXONjQbij=ebgib]
VKKga]jHKXVHXDX
Gj gegh`jeWjVKKj7/jb\ffibdj^eYR

T`igi_jgaijbh^iX
Qaij Lhdi^hj 7/j Zcb`dj _c_j feg

Wci`_jhjW\``jd%\h_Xj=`h^idjhf_jgcYid
WebjgaijE`\i;h[dFj7iffhj&e_b]jfcfga]
UUFUOXONj Ai`di[j ,bhiZib]j UIga]
UHFO?XDNj /ce`igj @eaSib]j HOga]
UOFOOXVNj 8h;ebcij 9h^[]j >Vdg]
HIFKOXUXj8cfig[RWe\bjb\ffibdj^eYR
Tigi_X
6Qacdj ahdj Piifj hj bih``[j Zbihg

Zbe\Tj gej SebJj Scga]6j dhc_j :eh^a
=eTTXj6*5Yj`eeJcfZjWebShb_jgejdiiR
cfZj gaij[e\fZj b\ffibdj^efgcf\ij ge
cYTbeMiX6

“The section meet was a microcosm
of our season this year.”

— Coach Grant Popp

Kopischke
advances
to state
+WP3HVXMYVZWXBYU
#"WPZRQZUYNWRSQ
NVSUUZNSOQWVL

&GAI;EZJ;ZI9C?GZ4Z5XUYNXZ+WP3HVXMYVZGTTRYZ1SKRUNPBY
<XUZ XTTZ U6RTYUZ XFWYVZ *OXTRFLRQHZ FSVZ WPYZ UWXWYZ NVSUUZ NSOQWVL
6YYWD

5'IZUKRBYVUZMVSKZUYNWRSQ
WSOVQYLZSKYQYVZWSZ?759

Bluejays stifle TCU 21-0,
advance to section finals
679:A>@A+73?A51(?=<?A$=;279A+@=A:?3>;@<A3=@"<

BLUEJAY  FOOTBALL BLUEJAY  FOOTBALL 

William Mansfield
6 solo tackles, 3 assists and 2 tackles for 

losses on defense, creating havoc for the 
TCU offense in the Bluejays 21-0 playoff win
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The Janesville-Waldorf-
Pemberton High School vol-
leyball season came to a close
last week with a first-round
loss to St. Clair in the Section
2AA tournament.

The Bulldogs lost 25-21,
25-13 and 26-16 to finish with
an overall record of 9-15.
They were 3-7 in the Gopher
Conference. The Bulldogs
were seeded 12th in the sec-
tion, St. Clair fifth.

Graduating off this year's
squad will be Lillian Ewert,
Victoria Blomstrom, Nevahah
Weimert, Ellie Morsching,
Lily Quast, Brielle James,
Mikayla Wheelock, Katelyn
Olson and Aubrey Adams.

Underclassmen on the 2025
team included juniors Raylen
Blasing, Chloe Kaiser, Sophia
Okins and Rachelle Oelke,
sophomore Haylee Appel, and
freshmen MaKaela Westphal,
Ashlynn Wolff and Kaitlyn
Cowdin, and 8th-grader Erika
Eilertson.

The Bulldogs were coached
by Toryn Richards, who was
assisted by Jolene Hauger and
Carrie Jo Richards.

TOP FINISHER — Wyatt Jans led the WEM-JWP cross country runners in last week’s Section
2A meet at Norwood-Young America, placing 15th in the boys’ race. Jans is pictured in this year’s
Waseca Invitational.                                                                 Pioneer photo by Jim Lutgens
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By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

It's a wrap for the 2025 WEM-
JWP High School cross country
teams.

The season concluded last
Thursday with the Section 2A
meet at Norwood-Young
America's Baylor Park.

Eighth-grader Norah Welvaert
paced the Grizzly girls, finishing
19th in a personal-best 21:01.01,
good for 19th place. Following for
WEM-JWP were Lydia Coulsey,
43rd, 22:58.48; Madalyn Miller,
44th, 23:03.07; Kwynn Krause,
54th, 23:30.52; Ellie Schultz,
59th, 23:40.65; MaKenzie
Westphal, 61st, 23:54.69; and
Emma Huelsnitz, 73rd, 24:41.09.

Valerie Quast, a senior from
Mankato Loyola-Cleveland-St.
Clair, topped a 105-runner field
with a time of 17:53.09.

Loyola-Cleveland-St. Clair ran
away with first place among girls'
teams with 35 points. Following:
Mountain Lake-Comfrey 104,
LeSueur-Henderson/MNCS 114,
St. James 156; Gibbon-Fairfax-
Winthrop 177, Minnesota Valley
Lutheran 183, WEM-JWP 187,
Glencoe-Silver Lake 192, Maple
Rivr 221, Martin County
West/Butterfield-Odin 226,
NRHEG 210, LCWM/Nicollet

267, Central of Norwood-Young
America 294.

Wyatt Jans, a junior, led the
WEM-JWP boys, finishing 15th in
a personal-best 17:17.84.
Following for the Grizzlies:
Teagan Mulder, 52nd, 18:57.69;
Auston Holicky, 64th, 19:26.04;
Brennan Welvart, 67th, 19:33.78;
Wesley Heinz, 75th, 19:51.29;
Cash Wenker, 89th, 20:16.23; and
Parker Smith, 112th, 22:22.43.

The winner of the boys' race
was Soren Kelly, a senior from
Loyola-Cleveland-St. Clair in
16:06.77. There were 117 varsity
boys running.

Boys' team scores: Loyola-
Cleveland-St. Clair 76, Sibley
East 92, Glencoe-Silver Lake 114,
Madelia 133, Mountain-Lake
Comfrey 139, Minnesota Valley
Lutheran 161, LeSueur-
Henderson 189, St. James 202;
Sleepy Eye St. Mary's/Sleepy
Eye/New Ulm Cathedral 202;
LCWM-Nicollet 242, WEM/JWP
250; MCW/BO 300, Central 312,
Lester Praitie 361, Maple River
393, Blue Earth Area 450.

The top two teams and the next
six individuals advanced to the
state meet Saturday, Nov. 1 at the
University of Minnesota's Les
Bolstad Golf Course.

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

With the wind blowing steadily
and gusting up to 40 mph, it was not
a night conducive to throwing the
football.

So the Janesville-Waldorf-
Pemberton Bulldogs turned to their
running game.

The fourth-seeded Bulldogs
amassed more than 200 yards rush-
ing to defeat No. 5 seed Blooming
Prairie 22-6 last Tuesday in
Janesville.

"It's always great to pick up a
playoff win regardless of how the
game goes," said JWP head coach
Ryan Luedtke. "Our offensive line
grew up a lot last night as the condi-
tions didn't allow us to throw like we
usually do. Chase (Gerdts) did a
great job of picking up the tough
yards all night, and it allowed us to
get the ball to Caleb (Quast) and do
what he does best with the ball in his
hands."

The game started on a rough note
for the Bulldogs, who threw a pick-
six interception on their opening
drive for what would eventually be
the Awesome Blossoms' only score
of the night.

The Bulldogs took a 7-6 lead as
halftime as Gerdts caught a 6-yard
touchdown pass from Daulton
Bauer and Ayden Peterson kicked
the PAT.

JWP added a 42-yard scoring run
by Quast, who also scored on a 3-
yard run as the Bulldogs pulled
away in the second half.

Quast finished the night with 127
yards rushing on only eight carries.
Gerdts ran the ball 27 times for 73
yards.

Daulton Bauer finished 5-for-15
passing for 81 yards. Gavin Bauer
caught eight passes for 72 yards.

With the win, the Bulldogs earned
the right to face second-seeded
Maple River Saturday in Mapleton.

"We are looking forward to anoth-
er opportunity to play a well
coached and quality team," said
Luedtke.

Unfortunately, that game did not
go as hoped for JWP.

The Bulldogs took a 7-0 lead in
the opening quarter, but the Eagles
also scored and added a two-point
conversion.

Daulton Bauer passed to Gavin
Bauer for a 37-yard touchdown in
the second quarter and the Bulldogs

led 13-8 at halftime.
The second half, however,

belonged to the Eagles, who reeled
off 28 unanswered points before the
Bulldogs finally scored in the fourth
quarter on a 76-yard pass from
Daulton Bauer to Rocco Scholl.

The Bulldogs were edged in total
yards 343-330, but Maple River was
able to run the ball effectively, espe-
cially Lucas Proehl, who gained 243
yards on 15 attempts.

The Bulldogs were held to 74
yards rushing.

Daulton Bauer finished 22-for-36
passing for 266 yards.

Gavin Bauer was JWP’s top
receiver with 11 catches for 119
yards. Scholl caught four passes for
81 yards, Quast eight for 42.

Parker Gearity led the JWP
defense with seven total tackles.

JWP 22, Blooming Prairie 6

BP   6  0  0  0 — 6
JWP   0  7  7  8 — 22

First Quarter

BP — Clennon interception return for
touchdown (Kick failed)

Second Quarter

JWP — Gerdts 6 pass from D.Bauer
(Peterson kick)

Third Quarter

JWP — Quast 42 run (Peterson kick)
Fourth Quarter

JWP — Quast 3 run (D.Bauer run)
BP   JWP

Plays  34      58
First downs  6  14
Rushing  36  202
Passing 9-18 5-15
Passing Yards 57 87
Passing TDs, int. 0-0 1-1
Total Yds. 93 283
Third down 2-9 6-15
Fourth down 0-2 4-5
Fumbles - lost 0-0 0-0
Penalties 3-20 4-35

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING — JWP: D.Bauer 5-6; Quast 8-
127; Krobach 2 —2; Gerdts 27-73; Cummins
1 —2; BP: Clennon 7-36; Staloch 2-2;
DenHerder 6-7

PASSING — JWP: D.Bauer 5-15, 81; BP:
Staloch 9-18, 57

RECEVING — JWP: Quast 2-0; G.Bauer
8-72; Weedman 1-1; Geariety 1-0; Gerdts 1-8;
BP: Clennon 5-17; Gimbel 3-23; Meier 1-4;
Sorensen 6-13

JWP Defense — Hood 1T; Quast 1T, 1A;
G.Bauer 2T, 1A; Scholl 1T, 1A; Weedman 2T,
1A; Walker 1A; Geariety 1T, 2A; Kronbach
1T, 2A; Gerdts 2T, 2A; Rolfson 3A; Rider 2T,
3A; Cummins 3A; Winters 1A; Johnson 1T;
Wheelock 2T, 2A

Maple River 36 , JWP 20

JWP   7       6        0  7 — 20

MR  8  0  14  14 — 36

First Quarter

JWP — Gerdts 3 run (Peterson kick)
MR — Proehl 30 run (Proehl run)

Second Quarter

JWP — G.Bauer 37 pass from D.Bauer
(PAT failed)

Third Quarter

MR— Orduna 3 run (Orduna run)
MR — Proehl 6 run (run failed)

Fourth Quarter

MR — Prochl 92 run (Orduna run)
MR — Orduna 26 run (pass failed)
JWP — Scholl 76 pass from D.Bauer

(Peterson kick)

JWP   MR

Plays  56  40
First downs  15  15
Rushing  74  343
Passing 22-32 0-3
Passing Yards 256 0
Passing TDs, int. 2-1 0-0

Total Yds.  330  343
Third down 4-13 2-4
Fourth down 2-4 0-2
Fumbles lost 0-0 1-1
Penalties 9-75 8-84

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING — JWP: D.Bauer 1 —4; Quast
1-1; Kronbach 2-2; Gerdts 17-76; MR: Heins
1-1; Trio 7-16; Proehl 15-243; Orduna 14-88

PASSING — JWP: D.Bauer 22-32, 266;
MR:Trio 0-3, 0

RECEVING — JWP: Quast 8-42; G.Bauer
11-119; Scholl 4-81; Walker 3-10; Gerdts 5-
39; MR Caven 1-0; Proehl 2-0

JWP Defense — Hood 1T; Quast 1T;
G.Bauer 1T, 1A; Scholl 1T; Walker 4T, 1A;
Weedman 1T, 1A; Geariety 1T, 6A; Wolff 1A;
Kronbach 2T, 2A; Gerdts 4A; Rolfson 2T, 2A;
Rider 2T, 3A, Cummins 1A; Huber 1T, 2A;
Wheelock 2T, 4A

Bulldogs advance
with win over BP

Season
ends for
JWP spikers
12th-seeded
Bulldogs finish
season 9-15

LISTEN UP! — JWP football coach Ryan Luedtke addresses his team during a first-half time out during last Tuesday’s section-
opening victory over Blooming Prairie.                                                                                                     Pioneer photo by Jim Lutgens

SECTION ACTION — At left, the Bulldogs’ Caleb Quast eludes Blooming Prairie’s Kelvin McCarthy during last week’s Section 2A
victory for JWP. At right, the Bulldogs’ Gavin Bauer battles for a pass. Also pictured are JWP’s Parker Gearity (11) and the
Blossoms’ Gabe Staloch (5), Eliot Gimbel (7) and Kelvin McCarthy (16). Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

JWP football team then falls to MR

Grizzlies’ season
ends at section 
Jans takes 15th, Welvaert 19th to
lead WEM-JWP cross country teams



12 Thursday, October 30, 2025 S P O R T S Pioneer

BIG PLAYS — Action from last week’s section opener at United South Central. At left, Gavin Lewison runs for his second touchdown of the night. In the middle, the Panthers’ Calvin Nissen hauls
in a pass on fourth down. At right, Fynn Baumann makes the catch for a two-point conversion.                                                                                                                   Pioneer photos by Eli Lutgens

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

This time was much closer.
But it still went the way of the

United South Central Rebels.
In a rematch of the regular-season

finale, the Rebels defeated the
Panthers 28-21 in their section open-
er last Tuesday at Wells.

“The team battled and made some
good adjustments from last week,”
said Panthers coach Marc Kruger.
“We started with a great first half,
but could not finish in the second
half. I am proud of how these boys
battled all year. They made a lot of
improvements, and we have a lot of
young players to look forward to in
the future.”

Early on, both teams had trouble

hanging onto the ball on an extreme-
ly windy night last Tuesday.

After the Rebels fumbled on their
first possession, the Panthers took a
7-0 lead on an 8-yard touchdown
run by Gavin Lewison. Alec Wyrum
added the PAT kick.

After USC took an 8-7 lead, the
Panthers drove 60 yards, capped by
a 3-yard scoring run by Lewison.
Fynn Baumann caught a pass for the
PAT.

Also in the second quarter, Ryan
Schlaak caught a 7-yard touchdown
pass from Brooks Gilliland.
NRHEG led 21-16 at halftime.

USC took the lead with a third-
quarter touchdown, tacking on
another score in the fourth.

Lewison led the Panthers with 43

yards rushing on 17 carries.
Gilliland ran five times for 29 yards,
Schlaak six for 29, and A.J. Deen
eight for 27.

The Panthers outgained the
Rebels 190-181 in total yards.

The Panthers will graduate
seniors Lewison, Quen Meyering,
Justin Beauvais, Jordan Brouwers,
Trevor Selover, Wyatt Larson and
Devlin Hudson. Underclassmen on
this year’s team were juniors Brooke
Gilliland, Chase Johannsen, Ryan
Schlaak, Deen, Jack Bartlett, Colton
Conroy, Baumann and Shane
Service, sophomores Dakota
Schlaak, Sean Lassahn, Calvin
Nissen, Noah Weller, Levi
Whiteside, Braxton Arnold, Bodie
Newgard, Chase Hanson, Lincoln

Quade, Connor Louks, Corey
Seedorf, Dylan Schroht, Hunter
McMann, Ajay Arndt, Mason
Christenson, Reid Sandry and Kailin
Hudson, and freshmen Brock
Holland, Owen Schlaak, Lucas
Degen, Charles Buenger, Jamisyn
Vallejo, Memphis Schlaak, Wyrum,
Tyler Piepho, Eli Hendrickson,
Mack Gilliland, Aidyn Groth,
Brayton Kruger, Brayton Kruger,
Mason Peterson, Preston Hanna,
Wyatt Hendrickson and Cooper
Cords.

The captains were Brouwers,
Ryan Schlaak and Brooks Gilliland.

Kruger’s assistants were Jeff
Jiminez, Chad Sykes, Dan Bell,
Jacob Schuller and Nick Goette.

USC 28, NRHEG 21

NRHEG  7  14  0  0 — 21
USC  8  8  6  6 — 28

First Quarter

NRHEG — Lewison 8 run (Wyrum kick)
USC — 1 run (two-point conversion suc-

cessful) 
Second Quarter

USC — Peterson 10 run (two-point con-
version successful)

NRHEG — Lewison 3 run (Baumann pass
from B.Gilliland)

NRHEG — R.Schlaak 7 pass from
B.Gilliland (two-point conversion failed)

Third Quarter

USC — Peterson 19 run (two-point con-
version failed)

Fourth Quarter

USC — 6 run (two-point conversion failed)

NRHEG  USC

Total plays  52  44

First downs  9  13
Rushing Yds.  2  239
Passing Yds,  142  181
Total Yards  190  181
Third Down 3-11 7-10
Fourth Down 2-5 2-2
Fumbles lost 2 2
Penalties 4-15 0-0

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING — NRHEG: Lewison 17-43;
B.Gilliland 5-29; R.Schlaak 6-29; Deen 8-27;
Nissen 3-14; USC: Peterson 18-97; Steinhauer
1-0; Rest of team 24-84

PASSING — NRHEG: B.Gilliland 4-10,
48, 0 int.; USC: 0-0, 0

RECEVING — NRHEG: Nissen 1-25;
R.Schlaak 2-16; Lewison 1-7; USC: Team 2-
18

NRHEG Defense — Brouwers 6T, 1A;
Deen 5T; Conroy 5T; R.Schlaak 3T;
D.Schlaak 3T; Nissen 3T, 1A; Selover 2T;
Larson 2T, 2 fumble recoveries; Bartlett 1T;
Hanna 1T; Meyering 1T; Rest of team 2T

Football Panthers drop rematch with USC

The New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva High School
cross country teams competed in the
Section 2A meet at Norwood-Young
America's Baylor Park last
Thursday.

For the Panthers' Julieann
Wobbrock, it was a race to remem-
ber and savor.

Wobbrock, according to Panthers
coach Larry Nydegger, had another
breakout performance, finishing
fourth overall with a personal-best
tim of 19:01.38 for 5000 meters.

With that time and placing,
Wobbrock, a freshman, became the
first NRHEG girls' cross country
runner to advance to state since
1994, when the race was 4000
meters and Crystal "Shoe" Schutrop
finished 22nd.

"Pretty cool stuff!" said

Nydegger.
Also running a season best was

Josie Tufte, who placed 48th in
23:13.27. Holly Bartnss took 75th in
24:46.81. Also posting season bests
were Violette Botten, 82nd,
25:07.00; Rylie Cromwell, 91st,
26:17.96; and Tiffany Jewison, 99th,
28:27.83. Amelia Duree finished
103rd in 29:53.

Valerie Quast, a senior from
Mankato Loyola-Cleveland-St.
Clair, topped a 105-runner field with
a time of 17:53.09.

Loyola-Cleveland-St. Clair ran

away with first place among girls'
teams with 35 points. The Panthers
had 210.

For the NRHEG boys, senior
Jacob Karl wrapped up his high
school cross country carer with a
personal-best time of 16:57.9,
improving his time by 26 seconds
over last year. He finished 11th, one
place away from qualifying for the
state meet. Colson Lermon also ran
his personal-best time of 21:04.44 to
finish 103rd.

The winner of the boys' race was
Soren Kelly, a senior from Loyola-

Cleveland-St. Clair in 16:06.77.
There were 117 varsity boys run-
ning.

Wobbrock will run in the state
meet Saturday, Nov. 1 at Les
Bolstad Golf Course at the
University of Minnesota. The Class
A girls run at 10:45 a.m.

"It was another wonderful day for
a run, with eight runners getting per-
sonal or season-best times," said
Nydegger. "I am so proud of this
group of runners for their energy,
dedication to their team and their
commitment to improving them-
selves as runners. I especially want
to thank seniors Jacob Karl and
Holly Bartness for their leadership
and dedication for the six years they
have been with the NRHEG cross
country program."

It was obvious the Lyle/Austin
Pacelli Athletics were eyeing an
upset in the opening round of the
Section 1A volleyball tournament.

The New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva Panthers were
having no part of it.

The veteran-laden Panthers, seed-
ed seventh, dispatched the extreme-
ly young 10th-seeded Athletics 3-0
last Thursday in New Richland. Set
scores in favor of the Panthers were
25-20, 25-21, 25-20.

"We took the win in three very
competitive sets," said NRHEG
coach Bethany Tennis, whose team
improved its record to 20-7.

According to Tennis, the
Panthers' blocking played a key role
in the match. She said the Panthers
were looking forward to meeting
No. 2 seed Mabel-Canton Tuesday,
Oct. 28 at the Rochester Mayo Civic
Center.

"I'm excited for the girls to get to
play in that environment," said
Tennis. "I think it will be a great
match of volleyball."

If the Panthers win Tuesday, they
would play in the section semifinals
Thursday, Oct. 30 at 7:30 at RMCC.
The section championship match is
also at RMCC Saturday, Nov. 1 at
noon.

The 2025 Panthers consist of
seniors Gabby Schlaak, Camryn
VanMeldeghem, Nora Flatness,
Quinn VanMaldeghem, Kyera
Eustice, Kayden Warke, Addy
Stadheim, Chloe Stork, Meela
Budach and Chloe Riewer, juniors
Anika Ladli, Izley Boerner, Clara
Buendorf, Sierra Fish, Clara Stenzel
and Kylie Olson, and sophomore
Brooklyn Summer.

Lyle/Pacelli did not have a senior
on its roster and only one junior.

ON TO STATE — Freshman Julieann Wobbrock runs in last
week’s Section 2A cross country meet.      Photo by Larry Nydegger

REJECTED — The Panthers’ Anika Ladlie (3) and Chloe Stork (15) block a spike by Lyle/Austin Pacelli freshman Marlie
Klankowski during last week’s Section 1A volleyball tournament.                                                             Pioneer photo by Jim Lutgens

NRHEG spikers
dispatch LP
in section match

A day to remember for Wobbrock
Freshman is first NRHEG girls’ CC runner to advance to state since 1994

“It was a wonderful day to run, with 
eight runners getting personal or sea-
son-best times.”— Coach Larry Nydegger



Got news? 
507-837-6767

We are accepting 
applications for:

1 bedroom apartments
Income guidelines apply

Vouchers accepted

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom 
Rent based on income

Professionally managed by:

SUMMIT
ON SECOND

APARTMENTS
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

507-201-3474

Johnson  
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
Operating in 

Waseca, Steele, 
Freeborn  
Counties 

johnsonrents.com

Waseca Music 
C O M P A N Y

5 0 7 - 8 3 5 - 2 9 8 0
1 1 1  S o u t h  S t a t e  S t r e e t

YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STORE
Band Instruments • Repairs

Guitars • CD, DVD, & Vinyl
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SWEET SOMMERS VFW POST 1642      October 2025 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1  6pm 

BAR BINGO 
 

2 7pm 
HALL BINGO 

3  MEAT RAFFLE 

5:30pm 

HORSE races 6:30pm 

4 

5  6 7 

 Burger night 
 5-7pm 

8   6pm 
BAR BINGO 
 

9  7pm 
HALL BINGO 

10  MEAT RAFFLE 

5:30pm 

HORSE races 6:30pm 

11 

12 VFW BREAKFAST 
8am to NOON Your 
Host Waseca 
Hockey 

13 7pm Post 
& AUX> 
Meeting 
US NAVY 
BIRTHDAY 

14  

 Burger night 
 5-7pm 

15  6pm 
BAR BINGO 
 

16  7pm 
HALL BINGO 

17  WALLEYE OR 
SHRIMP DINNER 
5:30 TO 7pm 

18 

19 20 21 
  Burger night 
 5-7pm 

22  6pm 
BAR BINGO 
 

23  7pm 
HALL BINGO 

24  MEAT RAFFLE 

5:30pm 

HORSE races 6:30pm 

25 

26 VFW 
BREAKFAST 
8am to NOON 
 

27 28 
  Burger night 
 5-7pm 

29  6pm 
BAR BINGO 
 

30  7pm 

HALL BINGO 
31 MEAT RAFFLE 

5:30pm 

HORSE races 6:30pm   

 

HOURS OF OPERATION 
SUN.-MON. CLOSED 
TUE.-SAT.-1pm to 11 pm Tue. is Lady’s night 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 4 to 6pm 
POST & AUX. MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license 00385 

        

MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 

up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 

prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 

Any condition. Easy three step 

process: Call, get cash off er and get 

paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 

calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime warranty.

Top-of-the-line installation and ser-

vice. Now featuring our FREE shower

package and $1,600 off  for a 

limited time! Call today! Financing 

available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for anyone

who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to 

regain access to their entire home. 

Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 

assist the blind and visually 

impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 

vehicle pickup and secure a generous 

tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 

the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

GET DISH 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 

Free install, free HD-DVR 

upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,

plus limited time up to $600 

In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

Classi  ed Advertising 
That is EASY

Your newspaper 
representative can 
provide complete 

details or you can call 
MNA: 612/332-8844

The Minnesota Classi  ed 
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your 
advertising dollar with 

classi  ed advertising that 
reaches over 1MILLION 

READERS

STATEWIDE ADS ONLY $279
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Hours: 
Sat-Sun
Closed
M-F
8 AM-5 PM

715 S State St, 
Waseca, MN 

(507) 835-8615

 (507) 267-3962
 1381 State St. S

Waseca, MN
M-F.........8 AM - 5 PM
Sat-Sun ......... Closed

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610
teschservice@mediacombb.net

REALTOR
507-371-7064 

jodiethompson@edinarealty.com
jodiethompson.edinarealty.com

Jodie Thompson
Call Grant (641) 590-1293

for a Free Estimate!

BEFORE AFTER

16629 368 Ave., Waseca, MN • primepolysolutions.com

Raise It, Don’t Replace It!

Diane Beckmann
201 Second St NE
Waseca MN, 56093
Phone: (507) 835-9899
Fax: (507) 835-4794
E-mail: diane.beckmann@thrivent.com

An authorized independent agent for Blue Cross® and Blue Shield® of Minnesota and  
Blue Plus®, nonprofit independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

All American 50’s Style Drive In Resturant
Right on Scenic Clear Lake! - (507) 835-7422

1300 East Elm Ave, Waseca

JAY’S AUTO SERVICE

JAY LONGENEKER
507-380-6359

228 3rd Ave N, Waldorf, MN 56091
jaysautoserviceinc@gmail.com

OWNER

INC

102 South Main St
Waldorf, MN 56091 

PH: (507) 239-2166
FX: (507) 239-2249 

LOBBY 
HOURS

Mon-Fri:  
8:30 a.m. - 
4:00p.m.

Saturday: Closed
Commercial, agricultural and personal banking

WALDORF

(507) 835-9111
info@iWealth4me.com

213 15th Ave NE
Waseca, MN 56093

Helping you 
reach financial 
independence!

Securities offered through 
LPL Financial, Member FIN-
RA/SIPC.  Investment advice 
offered through iWealth 
Financial, LLC, a Registered 
Investment Advisor.  iWealth 
Financial, LLC and iWealth 
are separate entities from 
LPL Financial.

KRAUSE

FEEDS & SUPPLIES
9352 SW 37th Ave,
Hope, MN, 56046

(507) 451-3043
kfshope@outlook.com

Krause Feeds & Supplies sells 
feed ingredients & additives, 
pharmaceuticals, biologicals, 
pet food, local food & snacks, 

farm supplies & fuel!
We have most everything you 
need for your home & farm!

MON-FRI: 6:30 AM - 6:30 PM
SAT: 7:00 AM - :00 PM

Sunday: Closed

www.guardiannrg.com

AMERICAN MADE 

FARMER OWNED

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

“I wouldn’t wish it on my worst 
enemy,” says Kathy Youngberg 
about the past 13 months. “It’s scary, 
it’s uncomfortable, it can lead to em-
barrassing moments. 

“But it’s not the end of the world. 
You can get through it.” 

Youngberg, 54, is a lifelong area 
resident with two grown sons: 
Oliver, 25; and Henry, 26. She says 
she had noticed some discomfort and 
located a lump during self-examina-
tion the summer of 2024, and so was-
n’t surprised when her regularly 
scheduled mammogram indicated 
some suspicious tissue in her breasts. 
After a biopsy and further tests indi-
cated she had stage one breast cancer 
that had not yet spread to her lymph 
nodes, she embarked on a three-part 
treatment program that September. 

“My reaction wasn’t anger and it 
wasn’t self pity,” she remembers. “It 
was that I wanted to get it taken care 
of and then continue my life so I can 
be here for my loved ones. 

“My personality is that I like to 
cope with things using humor. I also 
believe it doesn’t do any good to 
worry, so I moved ahead the best 
way I could. You have to take every-
thing day by day. 

“I made a lot of new friends,” she 
says lightheartedly of the many 
people from various fields of expert-
ise she spoke with after being dia-
gnosed. In addition to oncologists, 
she names a dietician, a financial aid 
advisor, a social worker and a physi-
cal therapist. 

The first 8 months or so of treat-
ment were chemotherapy. 

“It’s not one size fits all,” she men-
tions. “The ingredients in the chemo 
are specially chosen for each per-

son’s situation.” 
For 12 weeks, Youngberg reported 

for chemotherapy once a week; for 
the next 12 it was once every three 
weeks. Youngberg expresses grat-
itude that her mother, Deanna Ben-
dix, was able to provide company 
and comfort during many of her ses-
sions. 

She describes another personal-
ized element of her treatment. “I did-
n’t lose my hair,” she describes, 
“because I wore a cold cap.” She ex-
plains a custom-fit cap with circula-
tion channels all through it was 
placed on her head and hooked to a 
machine which kept cooled fluids 
flowing throughout the session. The 
process lowered the temperature of 
her scalp beginning a few hours be-
fore chemicals were delivered 
through her port, and continued for a 
few hours afterward. The lower tem-
perature meant circulation to the skin 
and hair follicles there was reduced, 
and so she retained much of her hair. 

She expresses gratitude to her em-
ployer, Federated Insurance in 
Mankato. “They were wonderful,” 
she observes. “They let me take time 
off when I needed to, and they al-
lowed me to work from home part of 
the time.” 

Though the sessions and her 
body’s reactions to the chemicals 
were difficult, Youngberg says she 
feels they went as well as could be 
hoped for. The major after effect she 
remembers is fatigue. “I would be 
sore and tired, and I would want to 
sleep all the time,” she recalls. 

After the 24 weeks of chemother-
apy, surgery removed the lump, 
which had decreased in size by half 
since it was first measured. A lymph 
node was also removed; testing 
showed the cancer had not infected 
it.  

Youngberg says it was her deci-
sion to have a “lumpectomy” rather 
than more radical surgery. She said 
she felt comfortable with the choice 
after she had conferenced with her 
doctor and been able to consider his 
input. Recovery time for the lumpec-
tomy was one week, she mentions. 
Typical recovery time for a mastec-
tomy is about a month. 

She shares that much of her treat-
ment took place at the Andreas 
Cancer Center in Mankato. She says 
she appreciated the consistency of 
traveling to the same location and 
working with the same nurses and 
staff.  

The Andreas Center has the cus-
tom of inviting patients to ring a bell 
when they complete crucial phases 
of their treatment. In Youngberg’s 
case, after chemotherapy, after sur-
gery, and after radiation. 

Her radiation treatments were 
daily for 19 days. “It took more time 
to undress for the treatments than it 
did to finish the session,” she re-
members, estimating treatment time 
was about three minutes. 

She mentions that, since she has 
fair skin, technicians had to take pre-
cautions to prevent “sunburn-like” 
burns.  

Radiation also came with a differ-
ent type of fatigue. “It would be like 
‘boom,’ I have to sleep right now,” 
she remembers. “I would just unpre-
dictably shut down.” 

Youngberg rang the bell on her ra-
diation treatments on Oct. 14. She is 
immensely grateful she is now 
cancer free. She says she will be 
monitored closely for the next six 
years to see whether there are any 
signs the cancer might be returning. 
This will include more frequent 
mammograms and certain lab tests. 

Youngberg expresses gratitude for 

her health insurance, mentioning that 
the surgery and treatments which 
took place during 2025 came to a 
cost of more than $400,000. 

She offers some advice to others. 
Her first point is to be consistent 

about performing self examinations 
and about getting mammograms reg-
ularly. “Breast cancer is not heredi-
tary, so you can’t think that, just 
because no one in your family has 
had it, you’ll be okay,” she com-
ments. “If cancer is going to turn up, 
you want to know about it as soon as 
possible and get it taken care of.” 

She also recommends finding a 
broad–based support system. She 
says people will want emotional sup-
port from family or friends, and 
shouldn’t feel shy about looking for 
financial support from the many 
agencies that offer it. She notes that, 
despite the high costs involved, 
money should not be people’s big-
gest worry. 

She also suggests not using an on-
line search engine to look up infor-
mation. She describes a couple of 
times when she encountered unfa-
miliar terms and referred to an elec-
tronic source for more information. 
“It was shocking. I was confused and 
frightened because the information 
was sort of a worst case scenario.  

“I say, use the official information 
they give you, and ask your care 
team. Don’t look it up online.” 

As much as possible, she also rec-
ommends maintaining a positive out-
look. “Worrying won’t help,” she 
points out. “Being optimistic and 
finding the bright side will help. 

“It’s not the end of the world. Ask 
questions. Find people you can talk 
to. Find all the positives you can and 
plan to stick around for the life you 
are meant to have.” 

Kathy Youngberg rings the bell 

CHEERING LOUD - Waseca resident Kathy Youngberg completed a treatment regimen this month that included chemotherapy, 
surgery and radiation. She is pictured here with the team of nurses who helped her through chemotherapy, ringing a bell that cele-
brates the end of that type of treatment.         Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Ways to contact the Pioneer: 
1. Call 507-837-6767 
2. E-mail news@wasecacountypioneer.com 
3. Stop by the office or mail to 111 West Elm 
Avenue in Waseca


