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Members of the Minnesota House Capital Investment Commit-
tee listened alongside Waseca Community leaders to a presen-
tation requesting $8.9 million for inflow and infiltration repairs
to infrastructure along with $1 million toward a water tower.
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Waseca requests
$8.9 million during
committee visit

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher/Editor

On Wednesday, Nov. 5, members
of the House Capital Investment
Committee began their fourth re-
gional tour of the fall, visiting com-
munities in southeast Minnesota.
Their fourth stop of the day was the
city of Waseca where they visited
with local community leaders at
Clear Lake Park pavilion.

City leaders presented a request
supported by the County of Waseca,
for $8.9 million for inflow and infil-

“This is our
number one

priority,”

— Senator Jasinski

tration (I & I) repairs to water sys-
tems and $1 million for the water
tower.

Visit continued on 5

From left, Waseca County Commissioner Brad Milbrath,
County Administrator Michael Johnson and Waseca State Sen-
ator John Jasinski attend a meeting between the city of Waseca
and the Minnesota Capital Investment Committee.
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Virtual Author Event:
Amanda Peters
Nov. 13

Acclaimed writer Amanda
Peters will discuss her bestsel-
ling novel, “The Berry Pickers,”
as well as her short fiction col-
lection, “Waiting for the Long
Night Moon," at a virtual
Waseca-Le Sueur Regional Li-
brary System event at 6 p.m.
Thursday, November 13. This
event will be recorded and
people who register will be
emailed a link to the recording.
Register at the library or online.

Cook the Book at
Waseca Public

Library on Nov. 13

Visit the Waseca Public Library
to choose a recipe from the se-
lected cookbook. Then bring the
finished dish to Waseca Public Li-
brary at 12 p.m. Thursday, No-
vember 13, where the cooks will
sample all the dishes and share
their experiences. It’s a great way
to meet people in the community,
share cooking tips, and try out de-
licious food. Open to all cooking
and baking skill levels!

Wood Slice Birds at
New Richland Public
Library Nov. 13

Craft colorful birds using
wood slices at 4 p.m. Thursday,
November 13 at the New Rich-
land Public Library. In this
hands-on event, kids will use
natural wood slice as their can-
vas to design and create bird-in-
spired artwork. Ages 7-12.

Murder at Alexander
House interactive
mystery the evenings
of Nov. 14 and 15

Interactive murder mysteries
will take place at Anderson
House, 610 State Street North in
Waseca, at 6:30 and 8 p.m. the
evenings of Friday, Nov. 14 and
Saturday, Nov. 15. Funds raised
will benefit the Waseca Ex-
change Club’s community pro-
grams. Cost is $35 a person;
tickets available at the Waseca
Art Center, cash or check only.

Waseca VFW Scout
Troop all-you-can-eat
pasta feed Nov. 15

Waseca Sweet-Sommers
VFW will host an all-you-can-
eat pasta feed for the Waseca
Scouts troops 85 & 1085 from 4
to 6:30 p.m. Nov. 15. Adults $10,
kids 10 and under $6.

A word from
The Word

Faith is the assur-
ance of things hoped
for, the conviction of
things not seen.

Hebrews 11:1

GENEROSITY - Waseca Area Foundation leaders pose with representatives from area agencies which received grants this fall.
More than $100,000 was awarded Thursday evening at the Starfire Event Center in Waseca.

WAF awards more than $100,000

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher/Editor

The Waseca Area Foundation/EF
Johnson Foundation held their an-
nual fall grant awards program at the
Starfire Event Center in Waseca on
Thursday evening, Nov. 6, 2025.

Though the organization started as
a “$6,000 pipe dream” in the 80s,
when it awarded its first grant of
$600, it has now been able to donate
more than $13.5 million to area
causes, including well over $100,000

Thursday evening.

A long list of grant awards was an-
nounced. Each recipient organization
present offered a quick summary of
its mission then explained the project
due to be funded thanks to the grant
award. They included: Riverland
College - $10,000 for student schol-
arships; NRHEG High School,
$3,000 for senior scholarships;
NRHEG Schools, $1,500 for inter-
active display panels; JWP High
School, $3,000 for senior scholar-

ships; Waseca Schools, $20,000 for
senior scholarships; Waseca High
School - $3,060 for AVID (class)
project supplies; Waseca Jr. High
Band - $379 for classroom software;
Waseca Community Education -
$10,000 for youth development
grants in memory of Todd Mann;
Waseca Community Education,
$4,000 for youth summer theater;
NRHEG Community Education,
$3,000 for youth development
grants; Waseca Public Library,
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$8,000 for teen classes/workshops,
the summer concert series and the
waseca water carnival; Big Brothers
Big Sisters, $7,500 for mentoring
support; LIfe Work Planning Center,
$3,000 for workshop/program sup-
port; Feeding our Community Part-
ners, $3,000 for the JWP backpack
program; Waseca Area Neighbor-
hood Service Center, $11,483 for

Awards continued on 3
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HONOR - A total of 23 Waseca students were inducted into the Waseca Chapter of the Minnesota Honor Society on Wednesday

evening, Nov. 5, 2025.

Photo by Paul Marlin

Waseca inducts 23 into Honor Society

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher/Editor
The Waseca chapter of the Minne-
sota Honor Society (MHS) inducted
23 new members the evening of
Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025 in the high
school performing arts center.
Waseca principal Justin Johnston
welcomed a couple hundred friends,
family, and parents to the ceremony,
which began at 6 p.m. MHS senior
members Layla Keith and Sadie
Schimming addressed the assembly
regarding leadership, integrity and
service.
“When 1 think of leadership, I

don’t picture a specific person or po-
sition—I see a community full of
people,” Keith said. “Every time 1
accepted a new leadership role
throughout high school—whether
that was something big like Student
Council President, or something
minor like volunteering—I realized
something important: your title does-
n’t make you a leader; your commit-
ment and effort do.

“Anyone can sign up, but not ev-
eryone can follow through,” Keith
concluded.

Schimming spoke about service
and what it means to a community.

“Judy Blume once said, ‘““Our fin-
gerprints don’t fade from the lives
we touch,”” Schimming began. “We
go through life touching other
people’s lives in ways we don’t al-
ways realize. The things we say, the
help we give, the moments we show
up for someone else—they don’t just
disappear. They leave a mark. Com-
munity service is one of the most
powerful ways to leave that kind of
mark.”

High school teacher John Hanson
was then introduced as the keynote
speaker by Ella Bulfer;

Hanson was selected by current

Honor Society members. He said he
was directing his speech to the cur-
rent and new members of the group.

Following Hanson’s comments,
students Paige Dufault, Pearl Moore,
Mia Mitchell, Andres Vasquez-
Neigebauer and Corrick Medina lit
candles representing the ideals of
Minnesota Honor Society. They in-
cluded the spirit of the torch, schol-
arship, service, leadership, and
character.

William Mansfield, Ava Bruhn
and Ellery Waldron introduced the

WASECA COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

County

address
ditches,
huclear

power

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer

During their Nov. 4 work ses-
sion and meeting, Waseca
County commissioners spent
more than an hour discussing the
dozens of agricultural drainage
“ditches” which are controlled
by the county, but technically
owned and maintained by prop-
erty owners whose land benefits
from them.

Commissioner De Malterer
referred to the ditches as “the
largest infrastructure in the
county.” The county website
states the system includes well
over 250 miles of length,
roughly half of which is com-
prised of open ditches and half
of underground tile.

Chris Howard, director of the
county’s department of land and
water resources, offered a brief
summary of circumstances he
has encountered since acquiring
his position in 2022. He men-
tioned one of the county’s goals
for his department is bringing
stability to county practices sur-
rounding the ditches; prior to his
tenure, oversight of the system
had been irregular, sometimes
leaving property owners at loose
ends when it came to repairs or
maintenance.

Howard described some of the
steps he has taken and continues
to take to keep work and fi-
nances “moving in the right di-
rection.”

He mentioned he has frequent
conversations with property
owners who do not understand
why they must pay assessments
toward ditch maintenance, or
how those assessments are deter-
mined. Many county ditches
were in place in the early 1900s,
he said, with a “heyday” of es-
tablishing them in the 1960s.

In order for a system to exist,
property owners must have con-
tacted the county to request that
a ditch be established: No one
landowner could arrange one
since they entail channeling
water across varied landscapes
and over numerous property
lines. The “grandparents” who
owned the land at the time the
ditches were established were
well acquainted with the require-

Honor continued on 6

County continued on 2




Compostings

by Al Batt

No shade,

no shine,

no butterflies, no
bees... November

ECHOES FROM THE
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING
My wife says there are two
things wrong with me.

Only two? What are they?

Number one, I don’t listen, and
I think she said something else, too.

DRIVING BY BRUCE'S
DRIVE

I have a wonderful neighbor
named Bruce. Whenever I pass his
drive, thoughts occur to me. We’re
moving into the time of year when
we’re reminded that we have a state
bird, a state flower and a state ex-
cuse. The state excuse gains promi-
nence when we say things like, “I’1l
be there, weather permitting.”

We were having a lovely spell of
weather, and I took off in a cloud of
whale dust. I needed to visit Hard-
nose’s Hardware Store, where
“Bolts for all and nuts to you™ is the
motto, to get something that I
wasn’t entirely sure what it was. I
ran into Crying Charlie, who was
limping down an aisle. I asked him
what had happened. He told me
he’d fallen off a 40-foot ladder. 1
told him he was lucky he hadn’t
broken his neck. “I suppose I am,”
he said, “but I was only on the first
rung.”

Thanks to a hardware sketch art-
ist, who performed like the finest
police artist, and sketched the thing-
amajig I needed well enough that
Hardnose could find it for me.

I went to the Eat Around It Cafe
to celebrate the successful procure-
ment of a thingamajig. I sat at a
table with Carl Snarl, a curmudgeon
who finds something wrong with
everything. Carl ordered the two-
egg special—one scrambled and the
other egg over easy. The waitress,
Surly Temple, soon returned with
his order and set the plate in front of
Carl.

“Take this back. This isn’t what
I ordered,” snarled Carl Snarl.

“They’re exactly what you or-
dered, you old fool. Two eggs—one
scrambled and one over easy,” re-
plied Surly Temple.

Carl said, “I can see that, but you
scrambled the wrong egg.”

I’VE LEARNED
The State of Minnesota rec-
ognizes Spring Grove as the state’s
first Norwegian settlement (1852).
WalletHub
https://wallethub.com/edu/fattest-
states/16585 found that the state
with the highest percentage of over-
weight and obese people is West
Virginia, followed by Mississippi
and Arkansas. Wisconsin ranked
24th, Towa 26th, Minnesota 46th,
and Colorado 51st.

I came across a letter of credit

recommendation dated June 8,

1923, from a banker on behalf of
partners in a hardware store, which
read, “They are hard workers, are
not shiftless or carless, but attend to
business.” In 1923, there were 134.9
cars per 1,000 people in the U.S. I
feel sorry for the driver of that .9 car.
Because there were few automo-
biles, I'm guessing the banker
meant “careless” and not “carless,”
but who knows. The main thing was
that they weren’t shiftless.
BAD JOKES
DEPARTMENT
To the person who stole my
glasses: I’ll find you. I have con-
tacts.

I just bought a reversible jacket.
I can't wait to see how it turns out.

Did you hear about the guy who
believed only 12.5% of the Bible?
He was an eighthiest.

A tub of margarine fell on my
foot three weeks ago, and it still
hurts. I can’t believe it’s not better.

I paid $300 to rent a limo, but
that didn’t include the driver. All
that money and nothing to chauffeur
it.

NATURE NOTES

I came out of an early morning
meeting, with numbers swing-danc-
ing their way across my brain, when
I heard a nuthatch call, and then
another nuthatch called. I knew they
were two different nuthatches as one
was a red-breasted and the other a
white-breasted nuthatch. The red-
breasted nuthatch is smaller and has
areddish-orange breast, a black eye
stripe, and a white eyebrow. The
white-breasted nuthatch has a white
breast, a black crown without an eye
stripe, and a white face. The white-
breasted nuthatch has a louder,
lower-pitched and more nasal
"yank" call than the red-breasted nu-
thatch's higher-pitched and reedier
call, often described as a "tin horn."

In my house’s version of the
wild kingdom, multicolored Asian
lady beetles abound. They eat soy-
bean aphids. I wonder if they ever
suffer from aphid reflux?

The cloudiest months in Minne-
sota are November and December.
Towa’s cloudiest month is De-
cember, followed by January.
Thomas Hood wrote, “No shade, no
shine, no butterflies, no bees, no
fruits, no flowers, no leaves, no
birds, November!” I find solace in
the fact there is no cloud cover
charge.

MEETING ADJOURNED

“He who praises another en-
riches himself far more than he does
the one praised. To praise is an in-
vestment in happiness. The poorest
human being has something to give
that the richest could not buy.”—
George M. Adams.

Short-lived and downright disappointing

After a recent conversation with
one of my adult sons, I was thrown
back in time.

The conversation was not particu-
larly momentous. We were talking
about the features which make the
newer vehicles hubs of comfort, con-
venience and communication: heated
seats and steering wheels, individual
temperature controls, automatic syn-
chronization with smartphones for
navigation and for phone calls.

As we came to some of the higher-
end bells and whistles, I said some-
thing like, “Yes, but it’s just another
thing to go wrong.”

My son laughed and said my hus-
band and I are well matched—that we
share a pessimistic outlook.

That sent my internal thoughts cir-
cling. Though I said none of it aloud,
I thought first about how, in my ex-
perience, at least half of the “best
new things” introduced during my
lifetime have not met the manufac-
turers’ claims. Many, in fact, turned
out to be short-lived and downright
disappointing.

My appreciation for thrift shops
may be an outgrowth of that-I
usually prefer to go looking for the
“old reliable” rather than the “new

In My Humble Opinion

by Deb Bently

and improved.”

But that first thought was not the
time machine, rather only a step in its
direction.

Next came the internal question of
what it would take to make clear to
anyone of my son’s generation that
my response was not “pessimism”
but actually a straightforward expres-
sion of lived experience.

And then I pictured a time more
than 30 years ago when my husband
and I, then about the same age as my
son is now, would spend evenings
playing cards with my grandmother
and grandfather, who still lived on
“the home place” and were always
excited to host holiday gatherings
there.

For a few moments | was at their
table with a fan of cards in my hand,
acknowledging the irrefutable ev-

idence that the cards would always
favor my husband and grandfather,
and not feeling any bitterness about
the fact. Knowing from the start we
would pull in the fewest “tricks” that
night only made each small victory a
bit sweeter, and the occasional win-
ning game a complete triumph.

There, in my internal time ma-
chine, I saw the moment from my
grandparents’ perspective. My hus-
band and I were two young “kids”
full of promise and enthusiasm, in-
telligent and capable in our way, but
with limited understanding of what
lay ahead—and no way to make it
clear to us, even if one had the incli-
nation to try, because it would be like
describing a foreign landscape we
had never crossed.

Really, although we spoke the
same words, we had differing vocab-

ularies. Very likely, for my grand-
mother, she was “winning” every
game, since she was enjoying lively
company. My grandfather, who used
any excuse to launch into a story
from times past, was perhaps doing
his best to show how life twists and
turns, imposing character and resil-
ience upon us while also providing
for some hearty laughs.

The stories often surrounded the
technology of his time and what it
took to keep it operating to an ac-
ceptable level. His stories often in-
cluded quick repairs needed so some
major task—perhaps the harvest—
could continue, or the little tricks he
had learned along the way to over-
come persistent problems. They were
told with great energy and humor:
From my altered perspective, I can’t
help thinking the chance to tell them
was his biggest “win” each evening,
no matter how high the numbers on
the score sheets.

I hesitate to call the perspective
time has given me “wisdom,” since
there are still plenty of life’s compli-
cations I have not yet encountered.
But “experienced” is also a heady
plateau, the view from which I can
only begin to describe.

| never used to think about my wedding...

I attended another wedding last
weekend. I’'m pretty sure it was only
my second wedding of the year I've
been present at, but they’ve both
been for the same family. First Jack’s
sister’s wedding in April and then
now his brother's wedding this past
weekend.

This wedding was in Louisville,
Colorado, about a half hour north of
Denver in a cute little suburb. It was
a Friday wedding, and we arrived
Wednesday night to help and cele-
brate the event with family. Except
there was nothing for us really to do
until after the rehearsal dinner Thurs-
day night when we put together the
flower arrangements for the tables.

I realized it had been a long time
since I was able to help like that.
With me just running around, helping
where I saw people needed it or
where I knew things needed to be
taken care of. The best part, I real-
ized, was that I was letting family
members catch up and chat while I
helped those involved. I was not part
of the family, and happy to give them

To Be Determined

by Amelia Roessler

time and space.

Getting lost in helping people
clean up or do chores reminded me
of helping my grandma when she
would volunteer for funerals at
church. Helping out at church always
felt so right to me. I loved being able
to help people and make their bur-
dens a little lighter in a way that felt
I was doing good, and expecting
nothing in return.

I signed up to help make toys more
accessible during a volunteer day in
December, and I’'m excited for that
for multiple reasons. One being help-
ing people.

Anyway, | was happy to be at the

wedding not only to celebrate the
lovely couply, but to help wherever |
could. That’s what I was there for.

The wedding was beautiful and
one of the shortest and smallest I’ve
been to. But the couple glowed and
the happiness infected everyone
there, celebrating in a gorgeous
venue.

I never used to think what my
wedding would be like someday. I
wasn’t one of those little girls who
cared to plan her wedding when she
was growing up. Only recently have
I started to think that maybe I should
pay attention at weddings not just for
the enjoyment of it, but to remember

ideas for my own wedding (however
far away).

I might get some ideas about what
flowers I would like, how I want my
ceremony, and what food I think I"d
like to eat and serve. What do I want
my colors to be? What type of dec-
orations would I like? What songs do
I want the DJ to play?

Jack’s sister got married in April,
but after the ceremony she signed
and said “I want a wedding.” Her
wedding was also beautiful, set next
to a creek in the mountains in
Boulder. That makes me think that
even after having a wedding, it’s fun
to plan a wedding. As long as you
don’t actually have to do any of the
planning and can just daydream
about it. At least that’s where I’m at
right now. It might be time to start a
Pinterest board.

My Determination: “I understood
very well just then, why it is that men
measure time. They wish to fix a mo-
ment, in the vain hope that doing so
will keep it from departing.” —
Diana Gabaldon, The Fiery Cross.
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A slowly recovering patience

Amelia took a vacation week this
week so I returned, momentarily, to
the role of layout editor. This same
week I took on the role of reporter
also as I covered three important
events alongside an exciting, cold,
football game Saturday. I really en-
joyed the events I wrote about this
week, the conversations which took
place and the people I was blessed to
spend time alongside.

I admit, these past three and half
years of running dual newspapers
has/had taken a toll on me. These
past few months of Amelia putting
the newspaper together have given
me perspective I didn’t have. My pa-
tience was gone and is still recover-
ing. I love people and the business
and will continue to do whatever I
can to ensure the newspapers keep
printing. After three years, though,
the strain, combined with a health
difficulty, was becoming difficult.

I hurt, both physically and men-
tally.

Physically my body has punished
me for the many, many hours spent
leaning over a computer. My hands
hurt every day. Tendonitis is the
worst in my left thumb which aches
daily. My left side, the rib area
stretching to my back has not

STAR GAZING

*

by Eli Lutgens

stopped aching every day for nearly
three years.

I sent a similar message to the one
below to Amelia which I will share
with you. The context is she is also
working another job while also con-
tinuing her roles with the newspaper
here.

If I were in your shoes I would be
excited for this additional job oppor-
tunity. I know I was excited in much
the same way when I decided to start
the Pioneer.

What I learned after taking on the
additional work were:

1. For me, working every day is
easier and less stressful than forcing
myself to take a day off. I simply do
work every day. Some things are re-
quired. Other work I do right away
or procrastinate to give myself a rest.

2. Burnout looks different for ev-
eryone.

I was told by everyone I would

burn out. The only, and I mean only,
bit that ever felt draining was the
physical pains I’ve had as a result—
back pain and what feels like per-
manent damage from the infinite
amount of bad posture from sitting at
a desk.

Tendonitis in both my thumbs
from excessive writing and note tak-
ing (on my phone) during my years
reporting. (Thank you, especially to
every group or organization or event
planner who provides me with a
copy of a speech, program, etc.)

3. Health in all aspects needs to be
a priority. This means doing things
that are good for oneself. Sleeping
enough. Not sacrificing family mo-
ments. Don’t forget to live life. Being
a journalist is a life of sacrifice. We
just have to choose where and when
we’re comfortable with it.

For Deb Bently (News Editor), I
make it very clear I never want her

to miss her retirement goals and
trips. I allow her to work remotely
and when she's gone we cover her
stories (or she does them in ad-
vance). But she literally has never
taken a week off from editing the
paper outside of the week we’re
closed at the end of the year.

My sacrifices have been many but
often feel worth it because the Pio-
neer was born. Every week since |
was 19 there has been a paper to edit
and print. And it didn’t matter if I
was sick, or my grandfather died un-
expectedly or my best friend took his
own life. The paper had to print.

I’m grateful for having the team
we do because I and the team are
willing and able to fill in and step up
for each other so when tragedy or op-
portunity strikes, the person suffering
doesn’t also just have to work.

The life of a journalist is one of
sacrifice. But I think that might just
be life in general. Parents make sac-
rifices for their kids every day. For
work, pleasure, etc. The list goes on.

And for me, I’m grateful my sac-
rifice is for my community and the
news coverage we provide.

“To give anything less than your
best is to sacrifice the gift.” Steve
Prefontaine
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ments and expectations, since they
were usually the ones who requested
the construction and worked with the
county to get it accomplished. The
“parents,” that is, the next genera-
tion, were aware of the circum-
stances, but not so well acquainted.
By now, Howard suggested, the
people who own the benefitted prop-
erty are two generations removed
from the original work, and are

sometimes barely acquainted with
the associated expectations.

“I’ve spent a lot of time explaining
it all,” said Howard. “So now more
people understand why they’re being
assessed for work done on the sys-
tem, even though it might not be on
their property.

“Can we make everyone happy?
Well, that’s debatable.”

After studying and discussing
Howard’s summary, county commis-
sioners, acting as the county ditch
authority, approved assessments to
be levied against property owners in
2026. Assessments are being col-
lected based on needs for each sys-

tem, which might be to pay for re-
pairs or improvements already made,
to set aside funds toward expected
future work, and to support nec-
essary administrative tasks, includ-
ing some of the costs of operating the
department of land and water re-
sources and hiring professionals such
as engineers and surveyors who per-
form needed tasks.

In other business, commissioners
approved “Operation Green Light,”
a proclamation encouraging area res-
idents to use green lighting to show
support for veterans. The county
courthouse will be lit in green for a
week in observance.

Commissioners also chose to have
Waseca County join many other
Minnesota counties in requesting that
a statewide moratorium preventing
the construction of any new nuclear
power plants in the state be lifted.
The ban was enacted by the state
legislature in 1994. There are cur-
rently two nuclear plants in opera-
tion, one near Red Wing, the other
near Monticello. In casual conver-
sation, those present at the meeting
speculated that, even if the ban
should be lifted, it would be 10 years
or more before an additional full-
sized nuclear plant could be planned,
built and operating.
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Bran Boys at Indian
Island Winery Sat.,

Nov. 15

The Bran Boys will be per-
forming at the Indian Island
Winery from 5:30-8:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 15. They play live
guitar and vocals, they also play
old country.

Paw Patrol Party at
Waseca Public Library
Monday, Nov. 17

Join us for a pawsitively good
time as we celebrate our favorite
neighborhood rescue dogs. Kids
will play games and make Paw
Patrol-inspired crafts. For ages
4-6 at 5:30 p.m. on Monday,
Nov. 17 at Waseca Library.

TBR (TO BE READ)
Jars at Waseca Public

Library Mon., Nov. 17

Fill a jar with book titles or
prompts from specific genres to
themes to quirky reading chal-
lenges. For ages 18+. Register at
the library or at wasecalesueur-
libraries.com/getregistered. Two
times available, on Nov. 17, 12
p-m. and 6 p.m.

Romp and Rhyme
Baby Lapsit Story
Times at Waseca

Library Tues., Nov. 18

Waseca Public Library will
hold baby lapsit story times on
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. through the
end of November. From puppets
to pumping music, from bubble
machines to banging bands,
these are not your average story
time. The Library uses move-
ment, STEAM activities, curios-
ity, imaginative play, and active
learning to keep kids ages 0-3
engaged. Free and open to the
public.

CHARLES DUHIGG
at Waseca Library

Tuesday, Nov. 18

Charles Duhigg, author of the
bestselling books “The Power of
Habit” and “Smarter Faster
Better,” will present his ultimate
guide on how to communicate
and connect with anyone at
work, home, and in life as ex-
plained in his latest work, “Su-
percommunicators” on Nov 18
at 1 p.m. This event will be
recorded and people who reg-
ister will be emailed a link to the
recording. Register at the library or
at wasecalesueurlibraries.com/ge-
tregistered.

Jeanne
Sexton
faces two
cancers

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

It was definitely a case of one thing after
another.

Long-time Waseca resident and Community
Education swim coach Jeanne Sexton, 62, was dia-
gnosed with “multiple myeloma," a cancer of the
white blood cells, in October of 2022. Since white
blood cells are among the chief warriors of the im-
mune system, efforts to combat it can seem rather
extreme.

And that’s without a second cancer diagnosis
only about 10 months later. The news in 2022 that
Jeanne had myeloma was followed in August of
2023 with the revelation she had breast cancer.

Not only that, but across the time she was re-
ceiving treatment and then gradually recovering,
Jeanne’s husband of 39 years, Tom, was consid-
ering his eventually successful run for seat 19B in
the state legislature. The two of them are also at a
point in their lives when they want to spend time
with their two adult sons and their growing fam-
ilies.

Jeanne reveals there are five Waseca area res-
idents who have been diagnosed with multiple my-
eloma over the past five years or so, most of them
having celebrated at least their second or third
“birthday,” a reference to the day they completed
an important phase of the treatment. She expresses
gratitude for the mutual support and understanding
their small group can share.

What she and the others learned after being dia-
gnosed is that the affected white blood cells must
be eliminated, then replaced with “baby” cells
which are not yet damaged by cancer.

Blood cells are manufactured in the bone mar-
row, the fluid housed in the hollow areas of the
body’s larger bones. Treatment for multiple my-
eloma begins with the harvesting of just-produced
white cells—which requires connecting a needle
and tubes to the base of the spine.

Jeanne says the process was perhaps not as bad
as it sounds, but remembers a startling “snapping”
noise that she hopes never to have to hear again.
Depending on how things go, the extraction pro-
cess is likely to take place at least two or three
times over a number of days in order to get a suf-
ficient supply.

With the fresh cells removed and safely stored,
chemotherapy is targeted to incapacitate the dam-
aged ones still in circulation in the bloodstream.
As with many other types of cancer treatment, the
chemotherapy is introduced over a number of
weeks. Jeanne remembers feeling nauseous and
weak during that time, but also remembers with

RINGING OF THE BELL - RINGING OF THE BELL - Jeanne Sexton, seen here with
her husband Tom while ringing the bell which indicates a round of cancer treatment
has been completed, has been diagnosed with and treated for two different types of

cancer since 2022.
gratitude that this particular set of chemicals did
not cause her to lose her hair.

In the case of specifically located cancers, for
example in the breasts or in an organ, chemother-
apy is often followed by targeted radiation. That
is not the case with myeloma, however, because
blood circulates to every cell in the body.

Instead, the next step calls for closely monitored
care that requires being admitted to a hospital for
two to four weeks. The stored white blood cells
are reintroduced to the bloodstream and must take
up the stalled task of incorporating themselves into
the body’s usual operation. It is nowhere near as
simple as a typical blood transfusion.

Jeanne describes feeling fatigued, weak, and un-
able to walk. Even once the critical initial phases
are over and patients are released from the hospital
stay, they are expected to remain in the vicinity for
another ten days or more in case of any emerging
problems and for daily treatments and assessments
which take at least an hour.

In the parlance of Myeloma, one’s life is con-
sidered having started over after the reintroduction
of the white blood cells and the associated treat-
ment are completed.

After that, patients are placed in a follow-up
regimen of regular testing in the hope of confirm-
ing all is well. Tests are scheduled first three
months, then six months, and eventually a year
apart.

Jeanne was well on her way to her first “birth-
day” when her routine mammogram revealed she
had breast cancer in August of 2023.

After a “lumpectomy” surgery, she again under-
went chemotherapy, this time followed by radia-
tion treatments. But she learned she had a choice
regarding the radiation doses: “I could either go
with 19 less strong treatments or five stronger
ones,” she describes. “I chose the five stronger
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ones.”

Again, she was grateful she was able to retain
most of her hair; she did, however, slightly change
the way she arranged her hair in order to conceal
it was growing thinner in areas. Probably a more
important side effect of the treatments and chemo-
therapy was months and months of having a com-
promised immune system. In addition to nausea
and discomfort from the treatments, Jeanne experi-
enced both pneumonia and salmonella poisoning.
She speculates neither would have been as severe
nor lasted as long as they did had her immune sys-
tem been up to speed.

Jeanne finished her treatment and her health was
stabilizing just as a critical time in the election pro-
cess for Tom was approaching. Jeanne and he de-
cided it would be suitable for Tom to go ahead and
throw his long-held hat in the ring just shortly be-
fore the endorsement process was ready to begin
in June of 2024.

She can’t help observing that the month of Sep-
tember is designated for calling attention to blood
cancer and the month of October to breast cancer.
“They’re right there next to each other, just like
my two diagnoses,” she comments.

“It was a lot to go through, but I’ve come
through it.

“I would say anyone who has cancer or who has
a loved one with cancer has a lot of reasons to be
grateful for all the donations and support that
people give to research and to helping people as
they seek treatment.

“The whole idea of getting a new birthday be-
cause of being treated for cancer goes to show how
much it changes your life, and your understanding
of who you are and what your place in the world
is.

“None of us know where life will take us next,
including if it might be up to heaven.”

Spotify Bookmarks at
Waseca Public Library
Tuesday, Nov. 18

Obsessed with music as much
as books? Create Spotify-style
bookmarks to capture your fa-
vorite song lyrics or album art-
work. For ages 13-18, at 3:30
p-m. Tuesday, Nov. 18 at Waseca
Library.

Jigsaw Puzzle Derby
at Waseca Library on
Wednesday, Nov. 19

Assemble a team of up to 4
players to compete in a jigsaw
puzzle competition. The first
team to complete the puzzle
wins a prize! Registration re-
quired. This event takes place at
10 a.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 19
at Waseca Library.

Embossed Cards
Workshop at NR
Library Wed., Nov. 19

A simple watercolor wash
makes the perfect background
for a dreamy embossed card. For
ages 18 and up at 10:15 a.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 19 at New
Richland Library.

Drawing Club at
Janesville Library
Thurs., Nov. 20

Join our drawing club for teen
artists! Learn new techniques
and practice your drawing skills.
We’ll sample a variety of draw-
ing styles. Exclusively for ages
12-18. All skill levels welcome
at 4 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 20
at Janesville Public Library.

Waseca Public Library
Mother-Daughter book

club Thursday, Nov. 21

The Waseca Public Library
will host a Mother-Daughter
book club at 6 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 21. Stop by to pick up this
month’s book, “Invisible” by
Christina Diaz Gonzalez. This is
for girls in grades 3-6.

Brad Donner,
Wildlife artist

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

For the next few weeks, visitors
stopping by the Waseca Art Center
will likely feel as if they are stepping
into the great outdoors.

Sculptor in wood Robin Warbur-
ton and painter Brad Donner have
brought their true-to-life portrayals
of natural settings and animals to the
Center’s main floor galleries.

Both artists are long-time area res-
idents whose work represents scenes
native to Minnesota.

Their displays will be in place
through Dec. 20; an artists’ reception
will be at the Art Center from 5 to 7
p-m. on Thursday, Nov. 13.

Donner, 66, says he has been an
artist since he was old enough to hold
apencil. He describes a variety of re-
sponses shown by his teachers when
he was in school, then goes on to
praise his high school art teachers
who helped steer his inclination and
talent toward becoming skill.

He and his wife Melissa have been
married 47 years and raised seven
children, the oldest of whom is now
46. During the earlier years of their
marriage and while they were raising
children, Brad says art took some-
thing of a back seat in his life. But

since he retired in 2019, he is happy
to report he has more time for his ar-
tistic inclinations.

An outdoorsman, canoeist and
camper, he says he keeps his camera
in reach in the hope of capturing elu-
sive moments.

One example is an image of a
chipmunk sniffing a peanut butter
jar—a photo he snapped at his camp-
site and then went on to paint in life
size. Another accurately sized paint-
ing is of a red squirrel perched on its
back legs on a branch, looking to-
ward the viewer with what might be
interpreted as an unwelcoming ex-
pression.

In fact, most of the 26 paintings on
display through December are repro-
ductions of pictures Brad has cap-
tured, sometimes spontaneously and
sometimes after going in search of
them—such is the case with an image
of an elk whose antlers blend with
the branches of nearby trees. Brad
mentions having taken the photo at
an area elk farm.

He also visits area parks and
Moonan Marsh both because he en-
joys being there and because he finds
sources of inspiration.

On public display for the first time
are four paintings Brad has submitted

Waseca artist Brad Donner with one of his favorite paintings

now on display at the Waseca Art Center.

for consideration to become a duck
stamp: three have been for the na-
tional contest, one for Minnesota’s.

Brad says he purposely challenges
himself to create works in a range of
sizes, some as small as a sheet of of-
fice paper, others three and four feet
on a side. His display at the Art
Center reflects that variety. He also
says he often has three or four paint-
ings in progress at once. “When I get
bored or frustrated with one of
them,” he says energetically, “I go
work on one of the others.”

There are two types of compli-
ments, he mentions, which make him
feel he is accomplishing his goal of
bringing nature to life on canvas.

One is when people tell him his
paintings remind them of pieces
done by nationally known artist Rob-
ert Bateman, whose work he has al-
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ways admired and aspired to.

Another is when people see a
painting and are inspired to share a
personal experience which matches
the scene or subject. “When people
say the image might be from a trip
they took or a moment they re-
member, that means to me that I’ve
captured something lasting and im-
portant,” says Brad.

He mentions he hopes people
come in and enjoy his work and War-
burton’s, whether they have any in-
tentions of buying art or not.

“There’s something about nature
that lifts your heart and broadens
your mind,” he says. “It might be
kind of cold for a walk in the woods
right now, but you can get a lot of the
same peace and energy by enjoying
what we have on display.”

m WAF Awards

from Page 1

food shelf support and $7,500 for the
Waseca backpack program; Lutheran
Social Services, $3,000 for foster
family events; Exchange Club
Center for Family Unity, $2,000 par-
ent mentor program; A Fresh Start,
$500 for trailer murals; Waseca Cho-

rale, $2,500 for annual concert sup-
port; Waseca County Fair, $1,000 fo
holiday light attractions; Waseca Art
Council, $1,336 for downtown holi-
day lights; Waseca Sleigh and
Cutter, $3,000 for event support;
Christmas Time at the Mill, $2,000
for Christmas Time at the Mill.

It was explained during the event
that funds provided by the E.F.
Johnson family were set aside with
the intent they would provide schol-
arships for local schools, with the

majority going to Waseca. A total of
$20,000 was awarded to Waseca
High School seniors; $3,000 for JWP
seniors, $3,000 for NRHEG seniors;
and $10,000 for “non-traditional
scholarships" awarded to Riverland
(Austin), and South Central College
(Mankato and Faribault).

Nearly two dozen non profit or-
ganizations received grants during
the awards banquet, with more than
$100,000 given to benefit Waseca
area citizens.

WAF member Amy Potter compli-
mented area organizations for the
work they do in support of important
causes. “Keep doing what you’re
doing,” she said.

The Janesville Area Foundation
will have its banquet the evening of
Wednesday, Nov. 19.

Looking forward, the spring grant
application deadline for New Rich-
land and Waseca will be March 31,
2026.

WASECA
SCHOOL BOARD

Board
hears
from
coaches,
advisors

By MELISSA DUNN
Staff Writer

During their Nov. 6 work ses-
sion held at the high school,
members of the Waseca school
board heard from business
teacher Sandy Schumacher who
spoke about the Youth Service
Learning (YSL) program. Schu-
macher, who has been leading
YSL for eleven years, says this
year’s class has 19 students. Dur-
ing the last period of the day the
high school students travel to the
elementary schools in the com-
munity to provide help wherever
needed, or to the nursing home
to play board games. YSL stu-
dents are also expected to put in
at least eight hours of volunteer
time of their own choosing
somewhere within the com-
munity.

The board next heard from
twenty-year veteran head foot-
ball coach Brad Wendland who
reported on the season; the un-
defeated Bluejays made it to the
state tournament this year.
Twenty-five year veteran tennis
coach Kyle Collins talked about
the girls’ season followed by
cross country coach of fifteen
years Grant Popp reporting on
both the boys’ and girls’ seasons.
Girls’ soccer coach Phil Bulfer
spoke next, followed by three
members of the boys’ soccer
team who spoke on behalf of
Coach JD Delgado, who was un-
able to attend.

Superintendent Eric Hudspith
is working with district business
manager Sarah Brandt to de-
velop a three-part community
learning series titled School Fi-
nance 101. The purpose of this
series is to help residents under-
stand how public schools are
funded, how district dollars are
used, and how community deci-
sions shape the educational op-
portunities available to students.
These sessions will be open to
the public and recorded and
posted on the school website for
those not able to attend in per-
son.

* * %

Waseca Public Library
Thurs. game sessions

Oct. 31- Nov. 21

The Waseca Public Library will
host a Lego, puzzle, mental chal-
lenges and snack session at 3:30
p.m. every Thursday from Oct.
31-Nov. 21. This after school club
will be devising plans, detecting
problems, improvising alternate
routes and building models. Rec-
ommended ages 7-12.

Harvest Mission
Festival Brunch at
Grace Lutheran
Church Friday Nov. 21

There will be a Harvest Mis-
sion Festival Brunch at the Grace
Lutheran Church, 300 East EIm
Ave from 10 a.m. till noon on
Friday, Nov. 21. Cost is $9 and
will include breakfast bakes, cin-
namon rolls, fruit salad, fresh
lefse and homemade baked
goods. Take out is available.

School play “A Lighter
Shade of Noir” Nov. 21
and 23

The Waseca Junior Senior
High drama department will
present “A Lighter Shade of
Noir” in the Waseca High
School performing arts center at
7 p.m. Nov. 21 and 2 p.m. Nov.
23. The play is a lighthearted
mystery in which “every detec-
tive is on the case.” Admission is
$7 for adults, $5 for students.

Jack Backbone and TJ
Brown at Indian
Island Winery Friday,
Nov. 21

Music duo Jack Backbone and
TJ Brown will perform at the In-
dian Island Winery from 6-8:30
p.m. Friday, Nov. 21. Enjoy live
music, Americana blues, rock
and country.
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Terry Gilbertson

TERRY KERMIT GILBERT-
SON, age 77 of Waseca, died at
his home on the morning of Wed-
nesday, November 5, 2025, sur-
rounded by his family.

Terry was born in Albert Lea on
March 29, 1948, to parents Kermit
and Marie (Bowman) Gilbertson.
He went to school in Albert Lea
and graduated with the Tiger Class
of 1966 after participating in bas-
ketball, football, and track. He
continued his education at Luther
College in Decorah, IA where he
studied education and played foot-
ball. In the years that followed he
also attended further training in
education at Mankato State Uni-
versity. On June 7, 1969, Terry
was married to Carolyn Johnson at
Grace Lutheran Church in Albert
Lea. In 1970, Terry and Carolyn
moved to Waseca and made it their
family’s permanent home. A true
educator to his very core, Terry
was passionate about his role as a
teacher in the lives of young
people. He would often say that
the kids he taught, the parents he
met, and the other staff-people at
school were not only wonderful
people but became his true friends.
Terry was instrumental in estab-
lishing the Isabella Program which
later became the Wolf Ridge Pro-
gram. He was an assistant coach
for track and field for over twenty
years, but he is probably most
widely known for the over twenty-
five years that he was Waseca’s
Head Football Coach. He led his
teams to four south-central confer-
ence championships and following
his retirement from the position in
1996 he remained the Bluejay’s #1
Fan. Terry retired from teaching in
2004. He volunteered his time
with countless organizations in the
community including the Red
Cross and the Waseca Area Foun-
dation. He was also the voice of
Waseca’s “Christmas Times A-
Coming” for many years. Terry
was a fixture at Grace Lutheran
Church in Waseca where he served
in many roles including usher and
liturgist. He was proud to be in-
volved in Minnesota Coach’s As-
sociation and the Minnesota
Football Coach’s Association.
Terry will be missed by the count-
less lives he touched with his pos-
itive energy, his genuine warmth
and kindness, and his willingness
to help those in need. He lived his
prayer for love and acceptance,
which was always felt in his pres-
ence.

Being a Grandpa was Terry’s
biggest joy. To his Grandchildren,
he was a safe place, a warm hug,
and their biggest fan. He was pres-
ent for every milestone, every
game, every victory, and every
scraped knee. He showed them
what unconditional love looks like
through everyday moments and
left fingerprints on their childhood
memories that will carry into
adulthood.

Terry is survived by his loving
wife of 56 years, Carolyn Jean
Gilbertson of Waseca; his greatest

Terry Gilbertson

source of pride — three children,
Chad James Gilbertson of Waseca,
Anne Marie Gilbertson of Waseca,
and Jane Lynn (Phillip) Schleicher
of Waseca; seven grandchildren
that he adored, Ellie, Cora and
Lucy Schleicher, and Madison
(Grant Huinker) Melcher, Arik
Castro, Charley Castro, and Lin-
coln Castro; three siblings, Steve
Gilbertson of Alexandria, Sue
(Bill) Barber of Albert Lea, and
Lanae (Larry) Thorstad of Albert
Lea; two siblings-in-law, Tom
Nelsen of St. Peter and Judy
Christenson of Albert Lea; and
several nieces and nephews and
their families. He was preceded in
death by his parents; two sisters,
Linda Nelsen and Sandra Gilbert-
son; a brother-in-law Jim Johnson;
a sister-in-law, Nancy Gilbertson;
and his parents-in-law, Edith and
Oscar Olson.

The Gilbertson family extends
their heartfelt gratitude to the ded-
icated staff of Ecumen Hospice for
the compassionate and expert care
they provided to Terry in his final
days. Your care and expertise will
not be forgotten.

We are also deeply moved by
the overwhelming outpouring of
love, support, and prayers from
our friends, family, and com-
munity. Your presence and com-
fort during this time have meant
more than words can express

Visitation will be held from 2-5
p.m. on Sunday, November 9,
2025, at Grace Lutheran Church in
Waseca, and will continue for one
hour before the service at the
church on Monday.

Funeral services will be held at
11:00 a.m. on Monday, November
10, 2025, at Grace Lutheran
Church in Waseca, with Rev. Jil-
lene Gallatin officiating. Interment
will follow at Woodville Cemetery
in Waseca.

In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions are preferred and
may be directed to Terry’s family.
These gifts will support Waseca
Athletics, a cause close to his
heart.

Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral
and Cremation Service in Waseca
is handling the arrangements.
dsofuneral.com

Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt

Funeral and Cremation Service

Waseca ~ Janesville ~ Water-
ville

Waseca County
Agricultural
Society meeting
Tuesday, Nov. 18

The Waseca County Agricultural Society will hold their meeting at the
Waseca Fairgrounds at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 18 in the building across
from the Sheriff’s building. All Ag Society members are welcome.

Offering Commercial
& Residential Services

EIFRAN, OWATOVEL, AR & NATERTRLLE

507-451-3080

Excavation

Site Development

Site Utilities

Basement Digging

Trucks & Hauling
Landscape Supplies

Rock, Sand, Gravel & Dirt
Demolition

Water & Waterline Repair
Jetting, Camera & Locating
Septic Services

Snow Plowing

)
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FURNERAL anD CREMATION SERVICE
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Christine Possin

Christine Ilene Possin, age 71, of
New Richland, MN passed away on
Nov. 4, 2025. Chris lived a life full
of family, service, and love. Chris
was born on June 21, 1954 in Long
Beach, California to Broadie Firmon
Jones and Dorothy Ilene Bliss. She
was the second of 10 children: Ro-
chelle (who died in infancy), Laurie
(Jay), Janae (Corey), Bonnie (Jeff),
Mark (Yoshiko), Jay (Arin), Shauna
(Joe), Scott (Rachelle), and Matt
(Jen). Chris lived in Long Beach
with her family, close to cousins,
through her early years. Her impact
on her younger siblings was signifi-
cant as she led them by example. Her
relationships with her siblings were
some of her most treasured relation-
ships.

At the age of seven, her family
moved to Samoa for her Dad’s serv-
ice with the church. She attended
school there and learned to love the
tropical climate. Once her Dad’s
work was done in Samoa, her family
returned to Long Beach, where they
lived for three more years. After-
wards, they relocated to Utah. Chris
attended Springville High School
and Brigham Young University.

As a young adult, Chris headed off
to Minnesota to be a nanny, where
she would meet the love of her life,
James Craig Possin of New Rich-
land, MN. Before their marriage,
Chris served a mission in Rapid City,
South Dakota, while Jim served in

Oklahoma. She loved sharing the
gospel with those in that area and
spoke fondly of her time there.

On April 1, 1977, Chris married
Jim in the Manti Utah temple of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints and soon fell in love with life
on the farm. She lived on the farm
near New Richland where she raised
9 children, homeschooling them
while also helping run their family
farm.

She was the heart of a home where
children were cherished. She has
nine children: James Craig Possin
(Christine), Thomas William Possin
(Jessica), Amy Ilene Possin (Joseph
Hansen), Michael Jay Possin
(Karma), Janelle Lyn Possin (Rich-
ard Warnick), Laura Lee Possin
(Alex Wagner), Ashley Elin Possin
(Michael Duckworth), Michelle
Adele Possin (Curtis Jex), Kristy
Marie Possin (Joseph Gerber). She
made sure her home ran smoothly,
using her skills to create a welcom-
ing home. She learned right along-
side her children in homeschooling,
picking up skills like ice skating and
clogging. Even once her children
were grown, she continued to clog
with some of her daughters with the
Wild Rose Cloggers.

As her children grew and flew the
nest, they couldn’t help but return
again and again, bringing their own
children to be cherished and loved by
her. She has 44 grandchildren: Mat-
thew, Joshua, Adele, Christian,
Enoch, Autumn, Benjamin, Micah,

Jesse, Zachary, Seth, Daniel, Natalia,
Levi, Emily, Tauriel, Eviana, Lucy,
Brayden, Arianna, Becca, Adaly,
Skyla, Preston, Jade, Pyper, Rhett,
Van, Mabel, Hunter, Nathan, Alayna,
Landen, Ainsley, Kenneth, Brody,
Jaxon, Lowen, Rockwell, Elinore,
Evelyn, Grace, Otto, with one more
boy on the way. Her grandchildren
grew up knowing her love for them.
They knew they could count on
Grandma’s house to be full of love,
homemade bread, laughter, good
food, and, of course, treats from
Grandma’s treasure box.

Chris’s life was one full of service.
She was a constant strength to many
around her, serving in her church in
Austin, Albert Lea, and Waseca,
leading children’s programs, youth
programs, and women’s programs.
She was also involved in many com-
munity organizations like the Garden
Club, Quilting Club, and Friends of
the Library in New Richland. One of
her favorite places to serve was
alongside her husband in the temple,
where they would go each week.
Much of her service was given in
quieter ways through countless
meals, phone calls, visits, and wha-
tever else she could do to lift the
weary heart and soul. Her love for
the Savior and love for others shown
through in her daily, quiet acts of
service.

She is survived by her husband,
her nine children, and 42 grandchil-
dren. She is preceded in death by her
parents, sister Rochelle, sister Laurie,

Christine Possin

nephew Jesse, granddaughter Au-
tumn, and granddaughter Emily.

Visitation will be held from 4-7
pm on Thursday, November 13, 2025
at The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints in Waseca, MN.
Visitation will continue from 9:45 —
10:45 AM on Friday prior to the
service.

Funeral services will be held at
11:00 AM on Friday, November 14,
2025, at The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints in North Mank-
ato. There will be a graveside service
at 4 pm on Friday, November 14,
2025, at St. Peter’s Cemetery in New
Richland.

DSOFuneral.com

Matthew Connor

Matthew George Connor, a life-
long resident of Waseca, passed
away peacefully, surrounded by
family on Thursday, November 6,
2025, at Mayo Clinic Health System
in Mankato at the age of 75.

Matt was born on January 1, 1950,
in Waseca to Lee and Mildred
(Brooks) Connor. He graduated from
Sacred Heart High School in Waseca
in 1968 before going on to study ac-
counting at Faribault Vo-Tech
School. On July 21, 1973 Matt was
united in marriage to Kathleen Grot-
sun at the Congregational Church in
Freeborn. Together, they made their
home in Waseca, where they raised
their three children.

Matt was a dedicated employee of
the EF Johnson Company for many
years until his retirement. Outside of

work, family was the center of his
life. He treasured every moment
spent with them and his greatest joy
was being “grandpa” to his three
grandsons. He also loved spending
time on the lakes and rivers fishing
with his children and brothers-in-
law.

As a devoted member of the First
Congregational Church in Waseca,
Matt was active throughout the years
as a Sunday school teacher, sound-
board operator, member of the men's
group and through serving on var-
ious boards and committees. Matt
was proud to have lived his whole
life in Waseca and actively used his
passion for genealogy and historical
research to support the Waseca His-
torical Society in sharing the area’s
rich history. Matt will forever be re-
membered for his love of family and
community.

He is survived by his beloved wife
of 52 years, Kathy; his children:
Brian Connor of Waseca, Kim
Schroeder of Zumbrota, and Kevin
Connor of Waseca; and his grand-
sons Ethan, Colby, and Jacob
Schroeder along with many other
family members and friends.

He was preceded in death by his
parents: Lee and Mildred Connor;
siblings: Pat and Bonnie Connor; and
son-in-law Gary Schroeder Jr.

Visitation will be held from 4:00
to 7:00 PM on Tuesday, November
11, 2025, at the Third Street Chapel
of Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral
and Cremation Service in Waseca.
Visitation will continue one hour
prior to the funeral service at the
church.

Funeral services will be held at
11:00 AM on Wednesday, November
12, 2025, at First Congregational

Matthew Connor

Church in Waseca with Pastor Derek
Skoglund officiating.

Dorothy Kopischke

DOROTHY LORRAINE KO-
PISCHKE, age 99, of Waseca,
formerly of Janesville, passed away
peacefully on Wednesday, November
5, 2025, at Foxdale in Waseca.

Dorothy was born on September
10, 1926, on the family farm in St.
Mary Township, Waseca County, to
Fred and Malinda (Seewald) Mittel-
staedt. She was baptized as an infant
and later confirmed in her Lutheran
faith at St. John Lutheran Church in
Tosco Township, Waseca County.
Dorothy received her education
through the eighth grade at Waseca
County Country School District 64,
with the exception of her seventh-
grade year, which she attended at
Trinity Lutheran School in Janes-
ville.

On October 17, 1945, Dorothy
was united in marriage to Alvin Ko-
pischke at St. John Lutheran Church
in Iosco Township. Together they
made their home on the farm, where
they raised three daughters. Dorothy

was deeply rooted in her rural up-
bringing—she was raised on a farm,
became a devoted farm wife, and
carried those values throughout her
life. She tended gardens both on the
farm and in town, preserving the har-
vest through freezing and canning.

Dorothy and Alvin did everything
together. Their marriage was a true
partnership, lasting 66 years until
Alvin’s passing on July 12, 2012.
Dorothy cherished her family and in-
stilled in each of them the Christian
values that guided her life. She found
joy in entertaining, celebrating holi-
days, and spending time with her
children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

She was a longtime member of
Trinity Lutheran Church in Janes-
ville, where she was active in the
Ladies Aid and Senior Group. Doro-
thy will be remembered as a loving
mother, devoted grandmother—af-
fectionately known as “Grandma
Picky”—and proud great-grand-
mother.

Dorothy is survived by her daugh-
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ters: Linda (Richard) Thesing of
Rochester, Norma (Jim) Fury of Ja-
nesville, and Diane (Chester) Bilgo
of Plymouth, WI; grandchildren:
Jason (Stephanie) Thesing, Kristi
Mehring, Matt Fury, Jennifer (Chris)
Walz, Brent (Jennifer) Fury, Sara
(Dan) Smith, and Todd (Chelsey)
Bilgo; 12 great-grandchildren; as
well as nieces, nephews, other rel-
atives, and friends.

She was preceded in death by her
parents; father-in-law and mother-in-
law, Charles and Adeline (Boettcher)
Kopischke; husband, Alvin; siblings:
Deloris (Leo) Guse, Eldor (Vera)
Mittelstaedt, Marvel (Harold) Miller,
and Norma in infancy; and brothers-
in-law and sisters-in-law: Edward
(Agnes) Kopischke, Art (Delilah)
Kopischke, Luke (Violet) Ko-
pischke, and Paul (Marcella) Ko-
pischke.

Funeral services will be held at
11:00 AM on Tuesday, November
11,2025, at Trinity Lutheran Church
in Janesville with Rev. Jason Wolter
officiating. Interment will follow at
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Dorothy Kopischke

St. John Trinity Lutheran Cemetery
in Iosco Township, Waseca County.
Visitation will be held one hour prior
to the service at the church.
Blessed be her memory.
DSOFuneral.com
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Chelsea Schnepf of Midwest Pastures was working the
Winter Farmers Market at Farmamerica on Saturday, Nov. 8,

2025.

Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

Midwest Pastures
plans to expand menu

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

The first installment of a
Waseca Winter Farmers Market
being held indoors at Farmamerica
took place the morning of Sat-
urday, Nov. 8, inside the main
building. Parked outside, under the
white sky with just a few snow-
flakes beginning to fall, was a ven-
dor by the name of Lucia’s
Cocina, ready to serve from either
her breakfast or lunch menu.

In the main building’s ballroom
were nine vendors including Mid-
west Pastures, Magnetic North,
Little Driveway Shed, Phat &
Hapi, the Tattooed Baker, With a
Smile, McCarty Farm, Loon Lake
Co. and Custom Quilts. The large
room was pretty full, but there was
room for more vendors who may
be interested in the event. In the
middle of the room were circular
tables set up filled with crayons
and coloring books, dotted
amongst the tables were a few
children, keeping quiet while mom
and dad shopped.

Chelsea Schnepf, 36, of Mid-
west Pastures was there, sitting be-
hind her table with a cooler on her
left and packaging on her right
wearing a pink hoodie. She’s orig-
inally from Nicollett, her husband,

Brandon, 42, has deep local roots
as a third-generation family
farmer. They’ve been married for
the past 5 years and live a few
miles south of Janesville. Their
focus right now is chicken, bone-
less skinless breasts, leg quarters,
wings, chicken feet by the pound,
or whole birds. Their animals are
all grass fed through a new type of
feeding called concentrated feed-
ing/aggressive grazing. They have
30 acres between the two of them,
and they’ve been operating Mid-
west Pastures for the past couple
years now. Said Chelsea, “We
wanted to get away from conven-
tional methods and practice farm-
ing that gives back a little. We also
sell online, we have about 500
chickens currently, 30 of those are
egg layers. Next spring we’re
planning on expanding our menu
to include goat and sheep meat.
We have 35 goats and 10 sheep, all
grass fed.” She went on to explain
the type of grazing they’ve been
practicing, “By moving our ani-
mals intentionally across pastures,
we give the land time to recover
and thrive, bringing new life to
fields that had been worn down
over generations.”

Midwest Pastures can be found
online at
www.midwestpastures.com.

Librarian Michelle Hollermann was setting up the 'To Be
Read' jars and other items for the adult-oriented instructional
class at the Janesville Library on Monday, Nov. 3, 2025.

Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

Janesville Library
session focuses on
reading for adults

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

During an adult-oriented in-
structional class at the Janesville
Public Library the evening of
Monday, Nov. 3, participants
created “To Be Read” (TBR) jars,
a project intended to encourage
reading and to hopefully inspire as
many people as possible into lit-
erature related topics.

Before the class there had been
a group of children with their
mother inside the library, four of
them, there was a pile of books at
least a foot high on the counter
being gathered up into reusable
bags. Once the children had gotten
the books they wanted, momma
scooted them outside to the car.
After that, the library was empty
for a few minutes before 5 p.m.,
when the class was supposed to
begin.

Michelle Hollermann indicated
a medium-sized, white cardboard
box, the contents of which in-
cluded pint-sized jars. She de-
scribed, “We have stencils and
paint markers for drawing by
hand, whatever decoration you
want on your jars we probably
have it.” The jars had black screw-
on lids. There were baggies of
stencils with various shapes that

could be applied to the sides of the
jars. One image in particular
looked like liquid was dripping
down; another looked like a heart,
another like a bleeding heart.

She explained the intent of the
project: Once participants decorate
their jars in the desired style, they
are invited to fill them with slips
of paper naming titles of books, or
with prompts or themes or chal-
lenges. “Read a book with an ani-
mal on the cover” or “Read a book
published from the year you were
born.” There were even some con-
troversial prompts like, “Read a
book that’s been banned or chal-
lenged in the past” or “Read a
book about politics.” Hollerman
explained the prompts give readers
an excuse, (if they need it) to read
a book they might not otherwise
pick up and read. Or if one wanted
to use a simpler approach, they
could just put the titles of the
books themselves in the jar, wha-
tever excuse that is needed to pick
up a book, use it!

The next adults only class at the
Janesville library will take place
on Nov. 25 at 6 p.m. Learn tech-
niques to create beautiful greeting
cards. Register at the library or at
wasecalesueurlibraries.com/getre-
gistered.

The Redemption
Project debuts
at the MCA

Conference

The Redemption Project proudly marked a mile-
stone this October as it presented for the first time
at the Minnesota Corrections Association (MCA)
Annual Training Institute, held October 28-30,
2025, at Grand View Lodge in Nisswa, Minnesota.

Founded in 1933, the Minnesota Corrections
Association is a nonprofit organization dedicated
to supporting professionals across all areas of cor-
rections, promoting ethical practice, and advanc-
ing innovative approaches that contribute to safer
communities. Each year, MCA’s conference brings
together hundreds of professionals from correc-
tional facilities, probation, parole, reentry, and so-
cial service agencies to exchange knowledge and
best practices.

The Redemption Project’s presentation shared
how The Redemption Project is redefining what
successful reentry looks like through a model that
combines education, partnership, and personal ac-
countability. CEO Dwight Tostenson, Board Chair
Mikhail Rostislavovich, volunteer Ann Staloch,
and The Redemption Project Associate Dave
Snider, who graduated from the organization’s Vir-
tues for Success™ program and now works as a
Senior Partner for The Redemption Project, all
participated in the session.

“Our work begins before they are out of incar-
ceration,” said Dwight Tostenson, CEO of The Re-
demption Project. “We help individuals rebuild
their lives through character development, work-
force readiness, and partnership. Seeing someone
like Dave go from sitting in one of our classes to
standing beside us as a colleague demonstrates the
power of redemption in action.”

The team shared The Redemption Project ev-
idence-based approach, focusing on both preven-
tion and intervention, and emphasized the

From left, Redemption Project CEO Dwight Tostenson, Volunteer Ann Staloch, Chair-
man of the Board Mikhail Rostislavovich, and Senior Partner Dave Snider.

importance of partnership between corrections
professionals and community organizations in
helping individuals transition successfully after in-
carceration. Attendees heard firsthand how The
Redemption Project programming, especially Vir-
tues for Success™, equips participants with tools
to make better choices, rebuild trust, and contrib-
ute positively to their families and communities.

Mikhail Rostislavovich, Chairman of the Board,
added, “It was an honor to represent The Redemp-
tion Project among Minnesota’s corrections pro-
fessionals. We believe collaboration between
institutions and community partners is essential to
reducing recidivism. When people are given tools
for personal transformation and a network of sup-
port, the outcome is not just rehabilitation, it’s re-
storation.”

For Dave, the experience was especially mean-

ingful. Having once been an Associate in The Re-
demption Project’s Virtues for Success™ class, his
story illustrates how second chances can lead to
lifelong purpose. “Dave’s journey is proof that
when we invest in people, we change futures,”
said Tostenson.

By taking part in the MCA Annual Conference,
The Redemption Project has forged new relation-
ships within Minnesota’s correctional community,
opening the door for collaboration, research part-
nerships, and broader advocacy for programs
rooted in dignity and accountability.

The Redemption Project extends gratitude to the
Minnesota Corrections Association for the oppor-
tunity to present and looks forward to continued
collaboration in advancing meaningful work
within the field.

Ag-focused event Nov. 20 at Farmamerica

WASECA, Minn. (November 5,
2025)— Waseca County runs on ag!
GreenSeam, the City of Waseca,
Waseca County, and the Waseca Area
Chamber of Commerce & Tourism,
invite ag-sector professionals to food
and agribusiness-themed networking
reception, made possible by Profin-
ium Bank.

This free social event will take
place Thursday, November 20, from
4:00-6:00pm at Farmamerica: Min-
nesota’s Agricultural Interpretive
Center (7367 360th Ave, Waseca,
MN 56093). Those interested in at-
tending should secure their spot by
November 17 by  visiting

WWW.greenseam.org/waseca-mixer

Designed to celebrate and
strengthen Waseca County’s agricul-
tural business ecosystem, this gath-
ering brings together producers,
manufacturers, entrepreneurs, and
public sector leaders, to connect,
share ideas, and explore opportuni-
ties for collaboration.

Attendees will enjoy refreshments,
a cash bar, and casual networking,
along with a brief program at 5:00pm
highlighting local initiatives that are
growing Waseca’s food and ag econ-
omy—from developing the area’s
talent pipeline to supporting local
producers and improving access to

local foods.

Event Highlights:

Build connections across the local
agribusiness community

Access local and regional re-
sources to grow your business

Hear updates on key local initia-
tives and how to get involved

Who Should Attend:

Agricultural producers, business
service providers, food and ag start-
ups, logistics providers, manufac-
turers, processors, and researchers in
Waseca County and surrounding
areas are welcome to attend.

GreenSeam is a regional initiative
based in southern Minnesota and

northern lowa dedicated to driving
economic growth, innovation, and
workforce development in the re-
gional food and agricultural industry
ecosystem. By building connections
among businesses, education, and
communities, GreenSeam works to
elevate the region as a global hub for
food and ag excellence.

The City of Waseca and Waseca
County are investors in GreenSeam’s
mission and key partners in strength-
ening the local food and agricultural
sectors.

Sheriff spoke to
Waseca Exchange
on First Responders
Appreciation Day

The Waseca Exchange Club
proudly hosted Waseca County Sher-
iff Jay Dulas as guest speaker in
honor of First Responders Apprecia-
tion Day. Sheriff Dulas shared valu-
able insight into the vital work of the
Sheriff’s Office, the scope of its re-
sponsibilities, and the growing chal-
lenges faced by law enforcement in
today’s world.

Sheriff Dulas discussed the signif-
icant volume of calls the department
responds to each year, highlighting
the wide range of incidents, from
emergency response to community
assistance, that the Sheriff’s Office
handles daily. He also shed light on
the role of the Sheriff’s Mounted
Posse, a dedicated group of vol-
unteers who provide critical support
in search and rescue operations,
crowd control, and community out-
reach.

In addition, Sheriff Dulas issued
an important reminder to residents
about the increasing prevalence of

cybercrimes targeting individuals
through financial scams and fraudu-
lent activity. He encouraged the pub-
lic to stay vigilant and to report any
suspicious activity immediately.

“Our deputies and volunteers work
tirelessly to keep this county safe,”
said Sheriff Jay Dulas. “Whether it’s
responding to emergencies, helping
in a crisis, or protecting residents
from evolving threats like cyber-
crime, we rely on the strong partner-
ship of our community. It’s an honor
to be recognized by the Exchange
Club for the work first responders do
every day.”

The Waseca Exchange Club’s
commitment to recognizing and sup-
porting local first responders reflects
one of its core pillars of service, pro-
moting community safety and appre-
ciation for those who protect it.

“Sheriff Dulas’ presentation was a
powerful reminder of the dedication
and sacrifice our first responders
demonstrate,” said Mikhail Rostisla-

From left, Exchange President Mihail Rostislavovich, Sheriff
Jay Dulas, and Exchange Member Robin Dulas.

vovich, President of the Waseca Ex-
change Club. “We are deeply grate-
ful for their continued service and
proud to stand behind them as part-
ners in building a safer, stronger
Waseca.”

The Waseca Exchange Club con-
tinues its mission of serving the com-
munity through programs that
promote Americanism, community
service, youth development, and the
prevention of child abuse.

m Visit
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A purpose of the bipartisan tour
was to gather information regarding
possible infrastructure projects
around the state; projects will be con-
sidered for inclusion in a 2026 Cap-
ital Investment bill.

The week’s tours included stops in
Apple Valley, Lakeville, Northfield,
Faribault, Waseca, Albert Lea, Aus-

tin, Rochester, Forestville, Winona,
Wabasha, Hastings, Newport, and
South St. Paul. In addition to these
stops, the committee heard presenta-
tions on projects from the entire re-
gion.

Nearly 100 community leaders,
along with local State Senator John
Jasinski, State House Member Tom
Sexton, and elected city and county
representatives were on hand to greet
committee members and talk about
Waseca’s need for [ & I funds.

“This is our number one priority,”
Senator Jasinski told the crowd Wed-
nesday. “This has to be the priority.

It is not fair to the residents of
Waseca to have raw sewage pumped
into their lake. We want to make this
a priority and get this done.”

“This is personal to me because
I've been here since 1980 living the
problem and working the problem,”
said Waseca city manager Carl Son-
nenberg said.

Sonnenberg called the need urgent,
stating a total of about 8 million gal-
lons of sewage were released at five
different locations in 2025. Local
residents also experienced contami-
nated water in their basements.

The other need is funds to either

replace or renovate the 500,000 City
Hall water tower, built in 1954,

Also speaking on Wednesday were
Waseca Chamber of Commerce and
Tourism President Mikhail Rostisla-
vovich, Waseca Mayor Randy Zim-
merman, Michael Corchran,
incoming Kielser’s Campground
owner and Waseca Councilwoman
Stacey Schroeder.

“These are true infrastructure
needs,” Senator Jasinski concluded.
“This is very important this bonding
season. A turnout like this, you un-
derstand the importance this has to
our community.”
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‘The |
Pastor’s Column

Cremation and
resurrection

Pastor’s Note: Now if Christ is
proclaimed as raised from the
dead, how can some of you say
that there is no resurrection of
the dead?...But in fact Christ has
been raised from the dead, the
firstfruits of those who have
fallen asleep. For as by a man
came death, by a man has come
also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, so also in
Christ shall all be made alive. ~
1 Corinthians 15:12, 20-22

Greetings in the name of
Jesus, our resurrected Savior,

Sometimes I am asked if there
is anything wrong with crema-
tion. This is actually a deeply in-
volved question requiring more
than a simple yes or no answer.
Faithful Christians throughout
time and across cultures have
tended to avoid cremation. One
reason is that whole body burial
is seen as a final Christian wit-
ness to God’s promise of resur-
rection. God promises that just as
Jesus Christ rose from the grave
on the third day, we will be
bodily resurrected when Jesus
returns on the last day.

Your body is not just a shell
for your soul. God created us as
fully physical and fully spiritual
beings. This means your body IS
who you are just as much as your
soul is. Moreover, Christians
have been blessed through bap-
tism and faith with the indwell-
ing of the Holy Spirit. We are
told in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20,
“...do you not know that your
body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit within you, whom you
have from God? You are not
your own, for you were bought
with a price. So glorify God in
your body.” So, how you treat
your body is important. This is
true in life and in death. Caring
for your body after death is part
of how you can “glorify God in
your body.”

One common concern with
traditional burial is cost. Scrip-
ture teaches us that it is honor-
able to spend our time and
money on care for the bodies of
our deceases loved-ones. For ex-
ample, we see that the only land
that Abraham ever owned within
the Promised Land was pur-
chased to bury his wife Sarah
(Genesis 23). This is where he,

and his son Isaac and his grand-
son Jacob and their wives were
buried. Jacob was embalmed
down in Egypt (taking 40 days!),
and after an additional 30 days of
mourning, his body was taken up
to the family burial place accord-
ing to his wishes (Genesis
49:29—50:14).

Likewise, when Jacob’s son
Joseph died he made his family
swear that they would take his
body with them when they left
Egypt to go back up into the
Promised Land (Genesis 50:24-
26, Hebrews 11:22). Hundreds
of years later, Moses kept this
promise when he led the Israel-
ites out of captivity (Exodus
13:19). After leaving Egypt, it
would take another 70 years be-
fore they finally laid Joseph to
rest in Shechem, where his father
Jacob had purchased land hun-
dreds of years prior (Genesis
33:19, Joshua 24:32). That land
became part of the inheritance of
Joseph’s descendants. Talk about
care and concern for the body of
aloved one! But why all the fuss
over care for the dead? Well, as
Christ reminds us when He
speaks of the resurrection prom-
ise, God is not the God of the
dead but of the living (Matthew
22:23-33). Those who die in
faith are actually just resting in
peace and will rise again unto
eternal life.

Great care was also given to
the body of our Lord. In the days
prior to His crucifixion, expen-
sive ointment (worth nearly a
year’s wages!) was poured over
Jesus’ head and feet in prepara-
tion of His burial (Mark 14:3 ;
John 12:3). Nicodemus brought
about 75 pounds worth of myrrh
and aloes, along with burial
cloths to wrap the body of Jesus
in the tomb. Finally, on the
morning of His resurrection the
women went to the tomb with
even more ointment and spices
that they had bought and pre-
pared to care for Christ’s body
(Luke 23:55—24:1). Clearly,
Jesus’ loved-ones took great care
to prepare and tend to His body
in death. They spared no expense
to care for Him and to reflect
their conviction that there would

Pastor continued on 7
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new inductees, who received pins
and certificates acknowledging their
membership from students Kaiya
Stagman and Chloe Roembhildt. The
night closed with all the members re-
citing the MHS Pledge, followed by
closing remarks from Waseca school
counselor Paul Marlin.

Inducted on Wednesday evening
were Brooklyn R. Anderson, daugh-
ter of Lori and Michael Anderson;
Madelynn L. Benzick, daughter of
Nick and Kellie Benzick and Nicki
and Cory Stencel; Noelle C. Drake,
daughter of Christopher and Laura
Drake; Brody S. Dufault, son of
Jared and Stacy Dufault; Zoey M.
Dunn, daughter of Kimberly Dunn;
Chelsia J. Eneboe, daughter of Jen
and Eric Cox, Jon Eneboe; Isabella
A. Garza, daughter of Anthony and
Anastasia Garza; Jacob G. Harguth,
son of Adam and Anne Harguth;

Otto D. Schoenrock

Abigail C. Lapides

Savanna J. Vagts

Lauren L. Holmseth, daughter of
John & Kirsten Holmseth; Colby R.
Hoof, son of Dana Hoof; Henry J.
Huttemier, son of Kristi Hyink-Hut-
temier and John Huttemier; Jacey N.
Jensen, daughter of Brandon and
Anna Jensen and Brittany Cowdin
and Luke Burmeister; Abigail C. La-
pides, daughter of Kristen and An-
thony Lapides; Amilya J. Lynch,
daughter of Jason and Sara Lynch;
Cash M. Lynch, son of Joshua and
Megan Lynch; Nolan S. McQuery,
son of Mike and Amy McQuery;
Belle L. Miller, daughter of Jon and
Amy Miller; Kaylie A. Morrissey,
daughter of Mike and Laurie Morris-
sey; Violet M. Rohwer, daughter of
Anne Gerber and Charlie Rohwer;
Otto D. Schoenrock, son of Marcia
and Steve Schoenrock; Savanna J.
Vagts, daughter of Mark and Mandy
Vagts; Katelyn K. Weber, daughter of
Kevin and Melissa Weber; Owen P.
Wieseler, son of Tania and Patrick
Wieseler.

Waseca seniors inducted in 2024
are Slade O. Barnett, son of Scott
Barnett and Stephanie Greenslade;

Amilya J. Lynch

Cash M. Lynch

Katelyn K. Weber

Natalie G. Berndt, daughter of
Heather Bulver and Ralph Berndt;
Maximus E. B. Bodenweiser, son of
Elizabeth and the late Donald Bo-
denweiser; Ava M. Bruhn, daughter
of Meghan Campbell and the late
Ryan Bruhn; Ella R. Bulfer, daughter
of Philip and Amber Bulfer;

Alexis M. Claybaugh, daughter of
Scott and Becca Frederick; Paige M.
Dufault, daughter of Jared and Stacy
Dufault; Hannah M. R. Heusinkveld,
daughter of Eric and Stacy Heusink-
veld;

Sophia H. Hillsman, daughter of
Sean and Jennifer Hillsman; Haley
M. Kahnke, daughter of Nick
Kahnke and Natasha Grunzke; Layla
M. Keith, daughter of Muriah Miller
Keith and Joe Keith; Alyssa J.
Kilmer, daughter of Scott and Jolene
Kilmer; Allen J. Kopetzki, son of
Craig and Tracy Kopetzki; Madilyn
C. Larrabee, daughter of Dana and
Jamie Larrabee; Jolee N. Larson,
daughter of Mike and Tammi Larson;
Vivian D. Mader, daughter of An-
drew and Molly Mader; William J. P.
Mansfield, son of John and Edita

Owen P. Wieseler

Mansfield; Dakotah L. Marik,
daughter of Matthew Marik, Jackie
Janovsky, and Larry LaDonna
Marik; Corrick J. Medina, son of
Justin and Chantel Medina; Mia Y.
Mitchell, daughter of Chris and
Bamboo Mitchell; Pearl A. Moore,
daughter of Stacy Ewert and Chad
Moore; Remy A. Murphy, daughter
of Shawn and Tammy Murphy;
Catherine S. Olson, daughter of
Christopher Olson and Mary Jo Stan-
gler; Chloe L. Roemhildt, daughter
of Bill and Stephanie Roembhildt;
Madison L. Roessler, daughter of
Pete Roessler and

Amy Dillon-Roessler; Sadie R.
Schimming, daughter of Chris and
Rebecca Schimming; Kaiya L. Stag-
man, daughter of Jill Stagman; An-
dres F. Vasquez-Neigebauer, son of
Katie and David Vasquez; Ellery A.
Waldron, daughter of Chris Waldron
and Kara Waldron; Avery A. Wetzel,
son of Ashley and Rachael Wetzel;
Caleb J. Wulf, son of Rick and Jill
Wulf.
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CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH
2200 4th St NE, Waseca
507-835-2235
Service times 9:30 a.m.

* * *
4TH STREET EVANGELICAL
CHURCH
605 4th St NE, Waseca
507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew Isker)
Worship Sundays 10 a.m
* * *

FAITH UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-3167
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m.

* * *

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN
CHURCH
309 6th St NE, Waseca
507-835-9176
Worship Sundays 9 a.m., Sunday School/Fel-
lowship 10:15 a.m., Wednesday evening
worship 6:30 p.m.

* * *

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca
507-833-1703
Sundays 9:00 a.m.

* * ¥

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
314 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-2647
Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m.

* * *

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-4548 (office email:
lewaseca@hickorytech.net)
Worship Sunday 10 a.m.

* * *

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca
507-835-1709
Worship Sunday 9 a.m.

* * *

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH
111 4th St NW, Waseca
Father Glenn Ferichs
507-835-1222
Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m., Tues. and Wed.
at 8:30 a.m. and Thurs. at 7 a.m.; Saturdays
at 5 p.m.
* * ¥
REAL LIFE CHURCH
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca
507-833-0017

Sunday worship 10 a.m.
* * *
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-
DAY SAINTS
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca
507-835-4640
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m.

* * *

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1221 8th St SE, Waseca
507-835-2213
Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m.

* * *

CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca
507-833-1082
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun Evening
6:00 p.m., Wed. evening 6:30 p.m.

* * *

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

New Richland, Minnesota

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir and
Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship

* * *

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Otisco, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship
* * *
TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Mary Iverson
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sunday
School; 10 a.m. Coffee
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7 p.m.
Council meeting
* * *
LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sunday
School
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
* * *
VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship

* * *

VISTA EVANGELICAL
COVENANT CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Brian Schanil Pastor
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sunday
School
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Ministry, 1-
3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and Yard Games, 6
p.m. until dark
* * ¥
ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Father Glenn Ferichs
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 4th Fridays

p-m. Mass
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m.
* * *
FIRST LUTHERAN

Missouri Synod
Waldorf, Minnesota
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Larry Sipe
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m. Sunday
School and adult bible class
* * &
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Freedom Township
Sunday — 9:15 a.m. Worship
* * *
ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* * *
ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC
Waldorf, Minnesota
Father Sammy Pothireddy
Saturday - 5 p.m. Worship
* * %
TRINITY LUTHERAN
Wilton Township
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor
Sunday — 8 a.m. summer worship; 10:45 a.m.
Worship starting Sept. 1
& * *
THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Brad Donner, Branch President
‘Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 11:20
a.m. Sunday School
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities, ages
12-18

* * *

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

412 N. Main Street, Janesville
Pastor Jason Wolter
Rev. Timothy Contreras
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible Class,
10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
JANESVILLE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
401 N. West St., Janesville
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship
* * *
BLOOMING GROVE UNITED METH-
ODIST CHURCH
43089 180th St., Morristown
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer worship hours,
(10:45 a.m. Worship, winter)
* * *

ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
307 W. 2nd St, Janesville
Father Robert Schneider

Sunday - 8:30 a.m. - Mass
* * *

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

300 Owen St., Janesville
Pastor Sarah Krolak

* * *

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL CHURCH
Alma City, Minnesota
Pastor Robert Harting
Sunday - 10 a.m. }kVors*hip .

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Smiths Mill, Minnesota
Pastor Robert Harting
Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN
CHURCH ELCA
404 30 120th St. Waseca
Pastor Sarah Krolak
507-234-6463
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second sunday
“Young at heart”
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation
* * *

NOTE: CHANGES IN CHURCH CAL-
ENDARS MUST BE MADE BY NOTIFI-
CATION FROM A MEMBER OF THE
CONGREGATION TO THE WASECA
COUNTY PIONEER.
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Ceremony
inducts 16
to National
Honor Society

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer

Membership in the NRHEG chap-
ter of the National Honor Society
(NHS) grew by 16 the afternoon of
Nov. 5 during a ceremony held near
the end of the school day at the
NRHEG Secondary school building
in New Richland.

High school seniors inducted are
Olivia Johnson, Gabrielle Schlaak
and Owen Wayne. Juniors are Ariel-
Star Anhalt, Jack Bartlett, Finnegan
Baumann, Izley Boerner, Clara
Buendorf, Brooks Gilliland, Caralee
Koopal, John Lynne, Dominic
Olson, Kylie Olson, Faith Phillips,
Madeline Schaak and Sophia Wil-
liams.

Inductees were welcomed by
members of the senior class who had
been inducted in 2024: Jordan
Brouwers, Meela Budach, Kaitlyn
Dobberstein, Kyera Eustice, Molly
Johnson, Jozie Klimmek, Wyatt
Larson, Devon Nelton, Chloe
Riewer, Addy Stadheim and Chloe
Stork.

Speaker for the ceremony was
Onika Peterson, high school health
and phy ed teacher and coach. Peter-
son highlighted the four “pillars” of
the NHS, providing a personal defi-
nition for each.

Among her observations, she
shared, “Scholarship reflects your
commitment to learning and aca-
demic excellence. It’s more than
grades; it’s a mindset, a curiosity to
understand the world, to ask ques-
tions, and to keep learning long after
the bell rings.

“Service is about giving of your-

self for the benefit of others. It’s
lending a hand not because you have
to, but because you want to. It’s
about making your school and com-
munity better without expecting any-
thing in return.

“Leadership goes beyond titles or
positions. It’s about influence, how
you encourage others, how you show
up when it’s difficult, and how you
set an example for those around you.

“Character is the foundation of it
all. It’s who you are when no one is
watching, your honesty, your kind-
ness, your respect for others, and
your ability to do the right thing,
even when it’s hard.

“While all four pillars are essen-
tial, I believe leadership ties them all
together. True leadership reflects
scholarship, service, and character,
it’s learning with purpose, serving
with heart, and acting with inte-
grity.”

Peterson went on to say being a
member of the National Honor Soci-
ety is a lifetime commitment. “Your
leadership within the walls of
NRHEG is vital to the success of our
school. The way you treat others, the
example you set, and the effort you
put into your studies, activities, and
commitments, these are what make
the greatest impact.

“As you move forward, remember
that leadership doesn’t stop when
you leave NRHEG. The habits you
build here— the discipline, compas-
sion, and integrity, will carry you
into college, careers, and life. Use
your influence to make things better,
wherever you go.”

T
ere inducted into the NRHEG chapter of the National
Honor Society during the ceremony on Nov. 5, 2025. New members are (front, from left) Madeline Schlaak, Sophia Williams, Olivia
Johnson, Gabrielle Schlaak, Faith Phillips, Ariel-Star Anhalt, Clara Buendorf, and Izley Boerner (second row, from left) Brooks Gil-
liland, John Lynne, Caralee Koopal, Kylie Olson, Owen Wayne, Dominic Olson, Jack Bartlett, and Finnegan Baumann.
In the back two rows are current seniors who were inducted into the NRHEG chapter of the National Honor Society in 2024: (third
row, from left) Wyatt Larson, Addy Stadheim, Chloe Stork, Meela Budach, Kyera Eustice and Jordan Brouwers (back, from left)
Jozie Klimmek, Kaitlynn Dobberstein, Devon Nelton, Molly Johnson, and Chloe Riewer.

N
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The full current membership of the NRHEG chapter of the National Honor Society includes 27 members of the junior and senior
classes. Pioneer photos by Deb Bently

m Pastor

from Page 6

be a day of resurrection for all
people.

While cremation can be cheaper,
it is an intentionally destructive
process, first incinerating the body,
and then grinding and pulverizing
the large bones that remain after in-
cineration. It has its origins in
pagan burial customs that look at
the body as just a shell for the
spirit. This custom does not “look
for the resurrection of the dead and
the life of the world to come.” That
being said, most Christians who
choose cremation are not aware of
this pagan connection, and look at
cremation from a purely practical
and financial perspective. Many
faithful Christians simply do not
consider the chief role our faith
should have in making these deci-
sions.

On a pastoral note, if a loved-one
has chosen cremation, please take
heart in knowing God is certainly
able to draw back together, re-

Waseca Music

C— O M P A N_Y

YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STORE

Band Instruments - Repairs
Guitans + CD, DD, & Vinyl

507-835-2980
111 South State Street

- Local Decisions for Farmers,

-

"y
L

;|

220 Elm Ave. East, Waseca, MN « 507-571-3130 « MYBANKFM.COM

form, raise, and glorify those
whom He knit together in their
mothers” wombs (even from cre-
mated and scattered remains). This
article is not meant as an indict-
ment against anyone. Rather, itis a
pastoral word of guidance on a
topic that can be very sensitive,
confusing, and difficult to talk
about.

My advice regarding funeral
planning is to have an open casket
visitation with a Christian funeral
service and a traditional burial, all
of which act together as a final wit-

HEARING CARE CENTERS
Hear Fo'e Vouw/

Dr. Frank Pacovsky, Au.D

Dr. Frank has worked with
3 of the Top Hospital Systems in MN

* Free Hearing Exam
® Repairs & Service
e Hearing Aids for All Budgets
* Accept Most Insurance Plans

We service ALL MANUFACTURERS

Call for an Appointment:
507-594-9087
125 W Clark St, Albert Lea

Businesses and You!

VB rmBANK

ness to our sure resurrection prom-
ise in Christ Jesus. It is important
that we as Christians make our
decisions in light of God’s prom-
ises to us in Christ. The eternally
begotten Son of God, took on flesh
to be born, live, die, and rise vic-
torious over death and the grave for
everybody. While the wages of sin
is death, God’s forgiveness delivers
us from death via the resurrection
of the body, unto eternal life
through faith in Jesus Christ.

Living Forever, Now,

Pastor Grannis

SATURDAY, NOV 22ND

SILENT AUCTION = 9-11:30AM = WIS

"CHRIS CAKES" PANCAKE BREAKFAST
(SERVING UNTIL 11:00AM) X
BINGO = COTTON CANDY = FACE PAINTING

CUPCAKES FOR CASH = CARNIVAL GAMES FOR KIDS

FLANNELS & FIZZ = 5:30-11:30PM
STARFIRE EVENT CENTER = ADULTS ONLY
FOOD = GAMES = LIVE AUCTION = PRIZES = LIVE BAND (AZBY)

$30 PER PERSON/$50 PER COUPLE

* Gold Sponsous %

KEEN BANK = MINNWEST BANK = UNITED PRAIRIE BANK
ICAN, INC = JAMES BROS CONSTRUCTION
MEDIACOM = SUBURBAN FURNITURE & FLOORING
KOWZ/KRUE RADIO = WASECA COUNTY PIONEER
WASECA SLEIGH & CUTTER FESTIVAL ASSOCIATION
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Janesville

1925

- One of the largest crowds ever entertained in Janesville was that of
last Saturday evening when our Halloween Party was staged. The streets
in all parts of the village were lined with cars while Main Street was
jammed with visitors who entered into the spirit of the occasion and en-
joyed themselves thoroughly. During the afternoon a serious of races
and a few stunts were on the card with a football game at North Side
field between the Mankato Reserves and the Janesville High School
providing a feature that many fans called a good contest, though the lo-
cals had an easy time running up a 32 to 0 count against the visitors.

- Lester Swanson is chairman of the committee which is sponsoring
and putting into effect a Courtesy Contest in the Janesville High School.
The other members are Cecelia Volz, Arthur Monthey, Catherine
O’Toole, Leona Arnoldt and Eugene Glynn. This contest opened No-
vember 2 and ends December 11 when the most courteous boy and girl
in high school and the boy and girl in each class whose courtesy is
marked will be selected by the committee. Detectives, unknown to the
members of the classes will keep wary eyes on the contestants and it
will be largely upon the reports turned in by the sleuths that the rec-
ommendations are to be made.

- The Waseca County Bankers’ Association announces that it has
made arrangements to cooperate with “Alfalfa Hutch” so that Waseca
County farmers may have the benefit of Farmstead’s Alfalfa Campaign.
“Alfalfa Hutch” represents Farm, Stock & Home and Northwest Farm-
stead (Consolidated and during the last three years has personally in-
spected over 6,000 Alfalfa fields and plots.

1950

- Local musicians, both singers and instrumentalists, are invited to
join in the Mankato community presentation of Handel’s “The Mes-
siah,” according to a letter to the Argus from Mrs. H. R. Strom, director
of the production. The oratorio will be presented on December 10 in
the Mankato State Teachers College gymnasium, the largest place in
Mankato, where seats will be provided for about 2,200 listeners. This
year’s chorus will number about 400 singers and will be accompanied
by an orchestra of 50 pieces. Outstanding soloists have been secured.
There is no admission charge; a free will offering is taken to defray ex-
penses.

- After ten years of hard competition, Janesville won back the “Gold
Brick” from New Richland Friday afternoon at the local gridiron. The
game climaxed a series of games in which Janesville had five wins, four
defeats, and one tie. New Richland put up a good fight all the way but
after the first quarter victory was never in doubt.

1975

- At a special meeting October 28, the District 830 Board of Educa-
tion moved to adopt a 1975-76 school district budget of $1,025,836.00.
Of this total budget, $417,715.60 will be raised from local property
taxes. In his transmittal letter to the board of education, Supt. Darwin
Lochner stated that there are three major areas of increase on the re-
ceipts side of the budget: “They are (1) State Aids - $34,400.00, (2)
Local Taxes - $31,200.00 and (3) Federal Money - $20,000.00. Dis-
bursements reflect all the expenditures planned during the year,” Loch-
ner said. “In addition to the normal inflationary increases in almost all
disbursement categories, salary increases account for the major spend-
ing. The teachers’ request for early payment of July and August salaries
accounts for approximately $28,000 additional for this fiscal year.”

- Dottie Ann Trahms is a member of the Augsburg College Jazz En-
semble which performed for the arrival of Olav V, King of Norway, on
October 13, on the Augsburg campus. The Jazz Ensemble’s first concert
of the season is slated for Thursday, November 6, in the College Center,
8 p.m., on the Augsburg Campus.

- Only .39 inch of moisture was recorded in October 1975. Precipi-
tation for the year to October 31 measures 25.55 inches and 20.69 inches
of this moisture fell in the first six months. Only 4.86 inches has been
recorded since July 1 to October 31st at this station.

2000

- What does it mean to build character in students? And how do you
do that? These are the questions the JanesvilleWaldorf-Pemberton Mid-
dle School staff is trying to find answers for. According to Mike Meihak,
Dean of Students, they would like the middle school to be a “character
rich environment,” and they have received a state grant to help them do
that. Through the grant, Meihak, Heather Winter, County Family Co-
ordinator, and Jody Hall, Media Specialist, recently attended a work-
shop in Philadelphia titled “Character Education: The Heart of School
Reform.” The three-day workshop focused on the premise that, for edu-
cators, character development must be an explicit goal, one too impor-
tant to be overlooked.

- When Donny and Jennifer Owens’ second son, Derek, was born,
they had no reason to suspect his life would soon be in danger. Up until
he was two months old, Derek was healthy and happy, giving his parents
no reason for concern. When Derek was two months old, his five year-
old brother, Jeremy, was riding in the back seat of the car with him when
he noticed something. “Is he supposed to be blue?” Jeremy asked his
parents. Derek was diagnosed with dilated cardiomyopathy, a dilation
of the left ventricle. At two months old, Derek had a left ventricle the
size of an adult. Derek was put on the waiting list for a new heart on
April 28. Forty-nine days later, the Owens were told that a heart had
been located and Derek would be receiving a transplant. Jennifer
[Derek’s mother] said that this experience has made all of them realize
the importance of being an organ donor.

- Darcy Ewert-Roll will serve has River Hills Marketing Director.
Darcy has been with General Growth Properties since 1998 as the as-
sistant marketing director. Darcy is a 1990 graduate of Janesville-Wal-
dorfPemberton High School and a graduate of Rasmussen College in
Mankato with a degree in business management, sales, and marketing.

Waseca

25 Years ago

Jesse Anderson is throwing for Carleton:

Waseca High School graduate, Jesse Anderson, is throwing passes for
Carleton College of Northfield this fall. Anderson has taken over the first
string duties after an injury sidelined starting quarterback Jon Groteboer.
Carelton suffered a 46-8 thumping from Bethel last week. The Royals are
undefeated and ranked 20th in the nation. Carleton trailed just 17-8 at the
half, thanks to a 28-yard scoring pass from Anderson to Brody Feichle on
the final play of the half. Anderson, a junior, completed 16 of 32 passes for
184 yards in the game. He was intercepted three times and threw for a
touchdown. Anderson quarterbacked the Bluejays of coach Keith Kottke.
He also competed in basketball and track at Waseca.

Kalis is a member of Augsburg linksters:

Travis Kalis of WEM earned a spot on the Augsburg College golf team
this fall. He completed the Auggies’ fall schedule with an 82.38 average for
18 holes. Kalis was a starting guard on the WEM state runner-up basketball
team last winter, and also competed in cross country and track for the Buc-
caneers. He is the son of Wayne and Tami Kalis of Elysian.

The Chance: a full-service entertainment center

The First & Last Chance Bar & Grill, owned by Matt Sandell and Robin
Mysliwiec, is a bar with a fresh new look. It has been recently remodeled,
with a new kitchen, a full menu and a banquet room that is ready for parties.
They have 10 brands of beer on tap, including the “Chance Brew.” The bar
has a comfortable, friendly atmosphere. Happy hour is from 10 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Monday through Friday, and there is always live music and entertainment
every Friday night.

50 Years ago

Lake Shore Inn news: Saturday turned out to be a beautiful day for an
outing. Many of the residents jumped at the chance to get outside. The
“Waseca Players” invited us to the production of “Mother Goose.” This was
presented at the Waseca High School. Our friends, the Jaycees came through
again for us. Rick Morris, Leo Neva and Jim Christiansen supplied the
transportation which included vans. Also, Cindy Rosenau, Lois Dardis,
Maxine Klampe, Iva Lee and myself furnished cars.

Lori Esk married Kent Sather Friday: Lori Lynne Esk, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Edward Esk of Waseca became the bride of Kent Allen Sather,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Sather of Elysian Sept. 26 at 8:30 p.m. The dou-
ble ring ceremony was conducted by candle light by Justice of the Peace,
Mrs. Everett Bohn at her home in Morristown. The bride and groom chose
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley R. Jacobs of Northfield as matron of honor and best
man.

One building, two cars damaged in Tuesday accident: Two totaled out
cars and a damaged building were the result of a car accident on West Elm
Ave. Tuesday night shortly after 9 p.m. The mishap involved a car driven
by Ambrose Francis Wheelock, 60, 800 4th St. SW, a parked car owned by
Gary Donald Littrell, 201 Vista Villa and a building housing Littrell’s TV
repair shop and owned by Dean’s Speciality. The accident occurred accord-
ing to police, when Wheelock apparently lost control of his car, struck the
Littrell vehicle and shoved it into the large overhead door of the Dean’s
Speciality Building.

75 Years old

Southern Minny Directors Complete Plans for 1951: Directors of the
Southern Minnesota baseball league completed plans for the 1951 season
as the met in an adjourned meeting at Owatonna last night. The directors
took final action on by-law changes and voted to retain the Minnesota Wis-
consin Umpires association for the 1951 season. Also bidding for the um-
piring job were the Northwest and Inter-State Umpires associations but it
was generally felt that the MW group should be given another chance.

Genelle Root Becomes Bride of Lawrence Doyle: Sacred Heart church
was the scene of a lovely fall wedding at 9 o’clock Tuesday morning, Oct.
24, when Genelle Ann Root became the bride of Lawrence Joseph Doyle.
The bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Stuart J. Root of 308 Fourth St.
SE Waseca. The grooms parents, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Doyle are residents
of Waldorf.

Bounty Paid on Green Barberry Bushes in County: Here’s a chance for
Waseca county folks to earn a few dollars this fall and at the same time do
a good turn for small grain producers. This is the time of the year when rust
susceptible barberry bushes show up most prominently along fence rows
in pastures and heavily wooded areas. As host plant to stem rust, the bar-
berry contributes heavily to destruction of wheat, oats, barley and ryes. The
appearance of virulent traces of stem rust this year emphasizes the impor-
tance of completely eradicating the barberry bush from Minnesota

100 Years ago

Scouts Start practice: About forty first class Waseca Boy-Scouts greeted
Coach Joseph Conway and Athletic Director Herman Peterson Monday
evening at the high school gym in the first official basketball practice of
the season. A heavy schedule is being arranged which calls for games with
the three start quints of Mankato for next month, and this means a lot of
hard work preparing the local Scouts for these games, as only three veterans
from last year’s brilliant five reported for the opening session.

Elk’s Halloween Dance: The Waseca Elks were highly pleased with their
success with their Halloween party, and dance which was held in the City
hall Thursday evening. Witches, black cats and other Halloween ornaments,
decorated the hall. Music was furnished by Thon’s orchestra of Owatonna
and every body enjoyed a good time.

In Honor of Bride Elect: Miss Alice Sheldon, a bride of this week, was
given a very delightful surprise Friday evening when the officers of the
Ladies Friendly and the ladies of the fourth division of the COngregational
church gathered at the home of her parents Mr. and Mrs. LJ. and spent a
pleasant social evening. A fine lunch was served at the close of the evening.
Miss Sheldon was presented with a beautiful black walnut sewing chair.

In brief

Musicians Against Cancer
at Eagles Club, Owatonna

Sunday, Dec. 7

There will be a concert by Todd
Utpadel, “Evening of Giving”, Mu-
sicians Against Cancer at the Eagles
Club in Owatonna starting at 4:30
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7. There will also
be a silent auction and wine pull. All
proceeds distributed by Blooming
Prairie Cancer Group.

Mariachi Music at Sacred

Heart Church, Sat., Dec. 13

Sacred Heart Church in Waseca is
featuring Mariachi music from 5 to 8
p-m. on Dec. 13, as part of the Our
Lady of Guadalupe Celebration.
Mass begins at 5 p.m. Mariachi
America will perform during Mass
and afterwards in the church hall
from 6 to 8 p.m. This event is free
and open to the public.

Waseca Community

Education Brochure live

online Dec. 15

The Waseca Community Educa-
tion winter brochure will be live on-
line beginning Dec. 15. Area
residents can visit
https://waseca.ce.eleyo.com/ to learn
about and register for courses, activ-
ities, and events. More information
is available from the Community Ed
office at 507-835-5626.

Waseca County Winter
Farmers Market at

Farmamerica Dec. 20

There will be a winter farmers
market at Farmamerica from 8 a.m.
till noon Saturday, Dec. 20. Find lo-
cally grown, baked and made while
supporting our local producers. Far-
mamerica is located at 7367 360th
Ave., Waseca.

Santa Anonymous
Program receiving

applications

The Waseca Area Neighborhood
Service Center (WANSC) is now
taking applications for the Santa
Anonymous Program. This annual
event provides gifts, toys or clothes
to Waseca families in need. Parents
of newborn children through grade 8
who are income eligible, and who are
residents of Waseca County may
apply.

Additional details can be found on
Facebook, or by stopping at the
WANSC building at 203 Third Ave-
nue Northwest in Waseca to make an
appointment or inquire about eligi-
bility requirements. Applications can
also be picked up at the County
Health building, 1000 West Elm, or
at the Minnesota Valley Action
Council (MVAC) office, 108 Tenth
Avenue Southeast, in Waseca.
Further information is also available
by calling Cindy Kolander, WANSC
Executive Director at 507-833-4119.

CredibleMind offers free

mental health resources

All area residents are eligible to
use free online access to mental
health resources available at
MNPrairie’s “CredibleMind” web-
site.

The site offers interactive, ev-
idence-based ways to explore local
and national mental well-being re-
sources. Free and anonymous at
www.mnprairie.crediblemind.com

Waldorf Veterans

Memorial Fund Drive

Donations are requested to sup-
port the construction of the Wal-
dorf Veterans Memorial. Checks
written to WVMP Fund Drive
can be mailed to WVMP Fund
Drive; Judy Joecks, treasurer;
P.O. Box 55; Waldorf, MN
56091. Questions can be directed
to Charlie Barnes at (763) 286-
2246.

New Richland

= i

- New Richland Police Chief Brad Flor displays the plaque of ap-
preciation he received from the city council last Saturday morning
for 20 years of service to the local police department. A celebration
was held at Du Drop Inn with doughnuts and coffee served, which
really was quite appropriate. One of the members of his force that
the Star has not had the opportunity to interview sits at the table be-
side him.

YT !

- Tim Stoesz, New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva High
School counselor congratulates Naomi Tukua for being selected local
Student of the Month for October by the high school guidance de-
partment.

- Olive and Edward Bakke celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary
with their five children and spouses. They were married October 18,
1930, at Pelican Rapids.

50 Years Back

- Rev. Charles A. Johnson was installed as Pastor of the Vista Covenant
Church, New Richland. The service of installation was Sunday, No-
vember 9, during the morning service with the Rev. Carl Janson, Super-
intendent of the Northwest Covenant Conference presiding. The
Johnsons, wife LaVonne, daughter Renee age 7 and son Bret age 4,
moved into the church personage on November 3. Pastor Johnson's
hometown is Niagara, Wisconsin. Vista Covenant Church, established in
1876 and one of the 98 Covenant Churches in the State of Minnesota, is
at present planning for their 100th Anniversary to be held next year.

L

- The New Richland-Hartland FFA Chapters Meats Team
took first in the District - Region Meats judging contest at Hor-
mel's of Austin, Saturday. The three placed, first, second, and
third individually. Pictured here looking at a meat chart, they
are from the left, Lonnie Kormann, John Proehl and Jim Swen-
son. The team will enter state competition in May.

75 Years back

- A son weighing 6 2 pounds was born Tuesday forenoon, De-
cember 5 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Almon Miller in Berlin town-
ship, Steele county. There are four other children in the family.

- Mr. and Mrs. CLinton Throlson, Albeart Lea, announce the en-
gagement of their daughter, Mary Jane, to Richard Arnfelt, New
Richland. The wedding will take January 6 in the First Methodist
Church at Albert Lea.

- Many Waseca county people had a special surprise in watching
TV last Thursday evening. David Clausen, a Waseca county 4-H
boy, made a guest appearance on Wayne King’s Thursday evening
program. David has been in Chicago attending the National 4-H
Club Congress. David was awarded the trip on the basis of his long-
time and outstanding work in the project.
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"The team’s per-
formance, with
multiple personal
and season-best
fimes, reflects the
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in all season.”
— Coach Liz Kvebak
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our neighbors.

SHARE THE SEASON’S
WARMTH WiTH LOCAL
FAMILIES, CONTRIBUTE TO
THE IWEALTH HOLIDAY

FOOD BASKETS!

is holiday season, iWealth invites you to be part of
our cherished Holiday Food Baskets tradition—bringing
warmth, hope, and joy to neighbors in need.

We're proud to once again partner with the Waseca Area
Neighborhood Service Center to share the spirit of the season
with our community. Thanks to your incredible generosity last
year, we covered 100% of the Holiday Food Basket costs—and this

year, we're aiming even higher!
The iWealth Foundation will contribute $3,000 toward this effort,
and every dollar you give will go directly toward filling baskets for
families here in Waseca. If donations exceed this year’s costs, the
extra funds will support the WANSC Backpack Program, which
provides nutritious weekend meals to hundreds of local students
assistance on the rise, your kindness matters now more than ever.

Let’s come together and make this season brighter for

Give today. Share hope. Spread jou.
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JAMES BROS.

CONSTRUCTION
507.267.4789

rosconstrection.com

Complete Septic Service and Installation * Excavation
Residential and Commercial Site Preparation and Utilities
Locally Owned and Operated since 1978

OCTOBER 27™ -
NOVEMBER I5™

$11,125 TOTAL

SCHOOL YEAR.

from Pre-K through Grade 12. With the number of families needing

Please mail your donation to:

WANSC

iWealth Holiday Food Baskets

203 3rd Ave NW

Waseca, MN 56093

2024 TOT.

$8,125 COMMUNITY DONATIONS
$3,000 iWEALTH FOUNDATiON DONATiON

TOTAL BASKETS = 230

ALL INDiViDUALS SERVED = 665
TOTAL POUNDS OF FOOD DiSTRIBUTED-4,581 LBS

ADDITIONALLY, FUNDS R&iSED HELPED WANSC
DEL'VER 8,400 FOOD BACKPACKS DURING THE

YOU CAN HELP!

All tax-deductible donations should be made
payable to: WANSC.

Write “iWealth Holiday by b
Food Baskets” in the memo line. L'EH‘*—E' o

ORE0

] e

..-|_'\- -'_I rﬂ 1

=]t

Scan Here to
Donate online.
Select iWealth

Holiday Food
Baskets when

donating

"I-u.—"tt

WANSC is a 501(c)3 nonprofit.

BOOKSTORE

507-455-3440
eatonshooks@q.com
Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-3:30
602 North Cedar Ave Owatonna MN 55060

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered
through iWealth Financial, LLC, a Registered Investment Advisor. iWealth Financial, LLC
and iWealth are separate entities from LPL Financial. WANSC, iWealth Foundation and LPL

Financial are separate entities.

Your Dreams Become Our Goals

Planning -

RECYCLE YOUR BOOKS
WITH US

®Wealth A

Investments - Insurance
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We Buy Houses For Cash!

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide!
No Repairs. No Fuss.

Got news?
507-837-6767

Planting trees? We can help.

Rick’s Appliance

ricksappliancewaseca.com

Ry

A e P

Field to Forest Cost Share
* Up to /5% reimbursement

Sales & Service
507-461-9615

@ Speed Queen

Operating in
Waseca, Steele,
Freeborn
Counties
johnsonrents.com

SUMMIT
ON SECOND

APARTMENTS

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
507-201-3474

We are accepting
applications for:
1 bedroom apartments

Income guidelines apply
Vouchers accepted

405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

79797FFD

Butcher's Deluxe Package
4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)
4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)

4 Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

8 FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 0z.)

separately $22794

forester today.

mndnr.gov/wood|and—cost—share

.~ MAKESA-
. ./ GREATGIFT

77 100 0

GUARANTEE

Nare
o\ Altyays. &
@D S

ImiLy PR

Johnson Hours « $500/acre incentive for large-scale tree
] M-F....7:00 AM - 5:30 PM lanti land « Fair Cash Offer +« No House Repairs
APARTMENTS Sat.....7:00 AM - 2:00 PM plantings on open lands , . ;
Whirlpool’  sunday................ Closed _ LiI B'I.H_.Fl * Quick Closing  + Simple Home Sale
507-456-9514 Apply by Dec. 1. Connect with a local DNR - No Realtor Fees -« Convenient Closing Date

Visit our new Showroom!

Call (844) 978-0683

MINMERGETA
%W S FLPFER
ARSOC I ATIRN

¢ MCAN

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network -~....=~

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step

process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and  visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for

STATEWIDE ADS ONLY $279

Classified Advertising

That is EASY

The Minnesota Classified
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your
advertising dollar with
classified advertising that
reaches over 1MILLION
READERS

O O O @ @ O

“Q&a@ny@
to CLrucd/e’

COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL ¢ NEW CONSTRUCTION ¢« REMODELING

SHINGLES, STEEL, RUBBER ROOFING
VINYL, STEEL, & CEMENT BOARD SIDING

WINDOWS & DOORS: INSULATION, SHEETROCK

ALL FLOORING: CONCRETE, PATIOS, DECKS

SEAMLESS GUTTERS & GUTTER PROTECTION SYSTEMS
CERTAINTEED® CLAIMS SPECIALIST

GREG WILMES EXTERIORS LLC ¢ BUILDING CONTRACTOR #BC/93885

GREGWILMESROOFING.NET
GREGWILMESROOFING@GMAIL.COM

(507) 202-7070

GREG WILMES
EXTERIORS

L | SZ0mboRE
REAKTAET Bam

ke NCHOH Higad 51 ALY &

FAUL LUTHERAN  DAEelnG
CHUERECH

AL

SUN.-MON. CLOSED

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE SAFE STEP the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! by
; North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. “tewide Clas
Rent based on income ” e
Go to Omahastea kS.GO m / DEIUX32801 Comprehensive  lifetime ~ warranty. GET DISH Your newspaper
Top-of-the-line installation and ser- SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! renresentative can
Professionally managed by: 1 . 844 . 490 . 671 2 Ask for Offer 79797FFD vice. Now featuring our FREE shower Free install, free HD-DVR nrﬂ"ide complete
Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 3.2 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 79797. package and $1,600 off for a upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies, H
/ Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping .. . . . .. . dﬂtalls 0' m]ll can ca“
/ B | | E R rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for limited time! Call today! Financing plus limited time wup to $600 M“n. 612 I 332 8844
EQUITIES. INC. sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use0SI. Expires 12/31/25. | 25M8656 | Omaha Steaks, LLC available Call Safe Step 833/966-3882 In glft CaI"dS Call today' 855/562-4309 " =
SWEET SOMMERS VFW POST 1442 November 2025
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In brief

Melissa Schultz at New
Richland Liquor
Friday, Nov. 22

Musician Melissa Schultz will be
performing from 6 to 9 p.m. at the
New Richland Liquor Company Fri-
day, Nov. 22. Melissa Schulz is a
local Waseca musician. She plays
keyboard with drum tracks and per-
forms pop, rock, and country covers
from the 50s to today’s hits.

Legion Burger Fry
Fundraiser for Waseca
Caregiver Services
Friday, Nov. 22

The Waseca American Legion is
holding a Burger Fry Fundraiser on
behalf of the Waseca Area Caregiver
Services from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 21. Cost is $10 with karaoke
starting at 7:30 p.m.

Books and Brews at
Oscar’s All American/
Waseca Library

Saturday, Nov. 22

It’s the perfect combo of book-
worm babble and beer. Pick up a
copy of the book at the library, then
meet us out to discuss the book. “Lit-
tle Faith” by Nicholas Butler, then
meet at 4 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 22
at Oscar’s All-American to discuss.

Flannels & Fizz at
Starfire Event Center
Saturday, Nov. 22

There will be an adults only event,
Flannels & Fizz at the Starfire Event
Center from 5:30-11:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 22. Food, games, live
auction, prizes and live band. $30 per
person or $50 per couple.

Thanksgiving Dinner at
First Congregational

Church Sunday, Nov. 23

There will be a Happy Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner at the First Congrega-
tional Church of Waseca at 4:30 p.m.
on Sunday, Nov. 23. Eat in person or
deliveries are available, limit 5. Sign
up at Waseca Senior Center or call
507-835-4548 before noon Wednes-
day, Nov. 19. First Congregational is
located 530 2nd Ave. NE.

St. Olaf Lake
Christmas Festival Craft

Show Saturday, Nov. 23
The St. Olaf Lake Christmas Fes-
tival will be from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
in a heated area on Saturday, Nov. 23
at 9633 SW 128 Street, New Rich-
land. Four vendors will be selling
crafts, cookies and other goodies, hot
chocolate, cider and coffee.

The Jazz at Indian
Island Winery

Saturday, Nov. 23

The Indian Island Winery near Ja-
nesville will host The Jazz 10 at
5:30-8:30 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 23.
The group plays classic and modern
jazz for dancing.

Waseca Garden Club
meeting 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 24

The Waseca Garden Club will
have a potluck dinner at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Southern Research
and Outreach Center at 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 24. There will be a
“Bull Session” and officer elections
for 2026. This event is free and open
to the public.

Melissa Schultz at Papa
Olie’s in Waldorf Sunday,
Nov. 24

Local musician Melissa Schultz
will perform from 7 to 10 p.m. at
Papa Olie’s in Waldorf Sunday, Nov.
24. She plays keyboard with drum
tracks and performs pop, rock, and
country covers from the 50s to
today’s hits.

Greeting Card Club at
Janesville Public Library
Tuesday, Nov. 25

Learn techniques to create beauti-
ful greeting cards for ages 18+. Reg-
ister at the Janesville Library or at
wasecalesueurlibraries.com/getregis-
tered. This event is at 6 p.m. Tuesday,
Nov. 25.

IV Play at the Mill Event

Center Wed., Nov. 26

The band IV Play will perform at
the Mill Event Center from 9 p.m. till
midnight on Wednesday, Nov. 26.
One of the region’s most popular
cover bands, playing all kinds of hits,

new and old.

The Mill Event Center
will have IV Play

Wednesday, Nov. 27

The Mill Event Center in Waseca
will host the band IV Play from 9:15
to 12:15 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov.
27. 1V Play is a popular cover band
playing all kinds of hits, both new
and old.

Farmamerica Turkey
Trot Sk Friday, Nov. 28

Farmamerica’s “Turkey Trot” 5k
event will be Friday, Nov. 28 with
check-in starting at 9:30 a.m. and the
race beginning at 10 a.m. Cost is $20
and includes a Turkey Trot t-shirt and
race medal. Must register by Nov. 18.

Waseca Fairgrounds
Holiday Lights 2025 food
drive starting Friday,

Nov. 28

Holiday Lights will take place at
the Waseca Fairgrounds starting from
6 to 8 p.m. Friday, Nov. 28 and Sat-
urday, Nov. 29, Dec. 5 and 6, 12 and
13, 19 and 20. Non-perishable food
items donations will be collected at
the entrance.

Santa Anonymous
Auction at Boxcar Bar
Saturday, Nov. 29

The annual Santa Anonymous

Auction at the Boxcar Bar will take
place at 5 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 29.

Organizers are currently reaching out
to local businesses looking for dona-
tions. All donations will go directly
toward bringing holiday joy to chil-
dren and families.

Waseca Chorale holiday
concert at Sacred Heart

Church Sunday, Nov. 30

Members of the Waseca Chorale
will present their holiday concert
“Joy! He Shall Reign” at Sacred
Heart Church at 4 p.m. Sunday, Nov.
30. Tickets will be for sale upon
entry. Adults are $10, children 12 and
under $7.

Waseca Public Library
November Boundary

Waters exhibit

The Waseca Public Library will
host a Boundary Waters exhibit for
the entire month of November. Learn
about the Boundary Waters Canoe
Area and its wildlife. This feature
will have book recommendations, a
wood engraved map and more. This
is geared for all ages.

Waseca Chorale
Concert 4 p.m. Dec. 1 at
Sacred Heart Church,

Waseca

Waseca Chorale’s holiday concert
will be at 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 1 at
Sacred Heart Church in Waseca. Mu-
sical numbers will be a combination
of secular and religious, current and
classic. Admission cost is $10; chil-
dren ages 6 to 12 are $5. There is no

charge for children 5 and younger.

Home for the Holidays
Concerts Friday and Sat-

urday, Dec. 5 and 6

The New Richland Area Founda-
tion is sponsoring three perform-
ances of a “Home for the Holidays”
concert at 7 p.m. Dec. 5 and at 2 and
7 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 6. Home-
town talents Gavin Berg and Adam
Moen will have beautiful music and
humorous highlights at Trinity Lu-
theran Church of New Richland. All
proceeds benefit the Foundation.

Waseca Senior Citizen
Center Holiday Cookie
Dazzle Sat., Dec. 7

The Waseca Senior Center will
host the Holiday Cookie Dazzle 9
a.m. till noon on Saturday, Dec. 7. A
plate of 12 cookies is $8. There will
also be breads and other treats avail-
able. Achieving dreams for disabil-
ities. All funding goes towards
children and adults with disabilities.

St. Paul Lutheran Church
will host a Christmas

Bazaar Saturday, Dec. 7

St. Paul Lutheran Church will host
their Christmas Bazaar from 10:30
a.m. till noon on Saturday, Dec. 7.
$10 per meal and will have hot beef
sandwiches, sloppy joes, homemade
pies and coffee. For sale will be
crafts, baked goods, Christmas
cookies, white elephants and a candy
shop.
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