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State bound

In the November 27 issue of
the Waseca County Pioneer, it
read that the Mankato River-
bend Brass Choir concert was
to be held at 7 p.m. on Dec 7.
This is inaccurate; the concert
will be held at 2 p.m. Dec. 7.
We apologize for any con-
fusion.

Waldorf Community
Christmas Dinner
Thursday, Dec. 4

There will be a Community
Christmas Dinner at the Wal-
dorf Community Center on De-
cember 4 at noon. The menu
includes turkey and all the
trimmings for $10. Please
order takeouts ahead by calling
Susan Kipp at 507-420-8973.
Takeout pickup is at 11:30.
Walk-ins and everyone are
welcome!

Neighborhood Service
Center open house

Thursday, Dec. 4

The Waseca Area Neighbor-
hood Service Center invites all
to a “The street’s open!” open
house from 4 to 6 p.m. on
Thursday, Dec. 4. Come see
our Thrift Store's facelift, enjoy
some fun surprises and register
for door prizes! Then head to
our Food Shelf for some com-
munity education on healthy
food, taste some samples, and
pick up some recipes.

Holiday Lighting
debut visible all along

State Street Dec. 4.

The newly acquired holiday
lights will be lit for the first
time beginning at 6 p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 4. Anyone along
State Street in the downtown
area will be able to watch as
the lights come on one block at
a time.

Christmas Cocktails
with My Famous
Friends at The Mill
Friday, Dec. 5

The Mill in Waseca will be
holding a Christmas Cocktails
with My Famous Friends from
7-11 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 5. A
funny multi-media rock ‘n’ roll
experience. Ugly sweaters en-

couraged, adult beverages
available.
Home for the Holidays

Concerts Friday and

Saturday, Dec. S and 6
The New Richland Area
Foundation is sponsoring three
performances of a “Home for
the Holidays” concert at 7 p.m.
Dec. 5 and at 2 and 7 p.m. on
Saturday, Dec. 6. Hometown
talents Gavin Berg and Adam
Moen will have beautiful
music and humorous highlights
at Trinity Lutheran Church of
New Richland. All proceeds
benefit the Foundation.

Holiday Lights at the
Waseca County
Fairgrounds Dec. 5

and 6

There will be a Holiday Light
show at the Waseca County Fair-
grounds from 6-9 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Dec. 6. Non-perishable
food items will be collected for
the Waseca Food Shelf.

A word from
The Word

Bear with each
other and forgive
one another if any of
you has a grievance
against someone.

Colossians 3:13

READY TO TROT - Participants lined up waiting for the 10 a.m. start at Farmamerica's third annual "Turkey Trot" 5k walk/run on
Friday, Nov. 28, 2025. About 130 people of all ages, including even a few children in a stroller, took part. Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Farmamerica Turkey
Trot draws 130 trotters

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

The temperature was 16 degrees and there
was a medium breeze from the west, but some
of the runners at Farmamerica’s third annual
“Turkey Trot” were sweating as they worked
their way around the 5k course that takes par-
ticipants past—and in one case, even through—
the organization’s historic locations.

About 130 participants signed up for the
family friendly walk or run which began at 10
a.m. on Friday, Nov. 28. The first two finishers,
Devin Sickler of Kasota and 13-year-old Kee-
nan Collins of Waseca, completed the course
in 22 minutes. They were followed two mi-
nutes later by Bryan Boyce of Waseca. Others,
including families with strollers and young
children, took their time and decided after each
lap whether they would continue; the course
took participants around the Farmamerica loop
3.5 times; some took about an hour to finish at

their more leisurely pace.

Program director Kari Wadd and communi-
cations director Morgan Mudgett cheered par-
ticipants on as they finished each loop. Wadd
mentioned that this is the first time there has
been snow on the grounds during the Trot, and
stated she preferred the brisk cold to last year’s
weather, which had included such strong winds
that some walkers who had worn detailed tur-
key costumes had trouble moving both when
encountering a headwind and a tailwind.

The registration fee—participants had prereg-
istered—included numerous amenities. Among
them were warm drinks, fruit and doughnuts,
and individualized packets with a turkey-
shaped medal and a Turkey Trot T-shirt.

The 2024 presidentially pardoned turkeys,
Peach and Blossom, supervised the dining area
of the visitor center, gobbling repeatedly, ap-
parently undisturbed by the commotion.

FIRST PLACE TROTTER - Devin Sickler
of Kasota finished the 5k "Turkey Trot"
walk/run at Farmamerica in 22 minutes

with 13-year-old Keenan Collins of
Waseca coming in only seconds behind
him. For their efforts, Sickler took home a
frozen turkey. Collins and third-place
runner Bryan Boyce of Waseca each re-
ceived a package of turkey sausage.
Pioneer photo by Deb Bently
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PARDONED - Turkeys Blossom and Peach were pardoned by
President Joe Biden in 2024. Now retired, they currently reside
in their own private shed at Farm America and receive top notch
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Celebrity turkeys
Blossom and Peach
survive another
Thanksgiving

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

Since shortly after being pardoned
by former President Joe Biden last
year, Waseca County’s famous res-
ident turkeys, Blossom and Peach,
have been living the high life at Far-
mamerica. They even get special atten-
tion from the facility’s Program
Coordinator, Kari Wadd.

“With the changing of the season,
the drop in temperature can be hard on
them, so we have to move them into a
special heated shed in the winter,”
Wadd said, then clarified that “cooler
temperatures” are “anything below 55
degrees.” Since the high-profile birds

are of such interest to the public, they
are usually a part of just about every-
thing that goes on at the farm. “We in-
clude them in all school tours and
make them available to every visitor
who comes out here because they’ve
brought life to the turkey industry.
They’re walked every day, and when
they’re not otherwise occupied, they
can just roam around the grounds if
they wish.” According to Wadd, the
whole team out at Farmamerica
pitches in on the turkeys’ care, but the
primary caregiver is Wadd, who
pointed out that she also earned a spe-

Turkey continued on 4

Competitive swimmer

Waseca graduate Tyler Jellum choses Gustavus

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

Although he was a member of the Waseca Community Education com-
petitive swim team for six years, 2025 Waseca High School graduate
Tyler Jellum notes many of his classmates didn’t even know the team

existed.

That didn’t bother him, though. He wasn’t in it for notoriety.
“Racing’s fun,” he says of the sport. “I like testing myself and finding

ways to get better at what [ do.”

Jellum’s success and dedication did not go unnoticed: during his senior
year he was contacted by a number of colleges interested in recruiting
him for their swim teams. He chose Gustavus Adolphus in St. Peter: He
explains he likes the small campus, the coaches, and the pleasantly short

drive to come home for visits.

And, as much as he enjoyed and appreciated his participation with
community education, he has been discovering new aspects of competi-
tion now that he is part of a more cohesive team.

MAKING WAVES - Competitive swimmer Tyler Jellum is part of
the swim team at Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, where

he is a freshman, having graduated from Waseca in 2025. Tyler

Swimming continued on 5

partment.

participated for six years with the swim team coached by Jeanne
Sexton and sponsored by the Waseca Community Education De-

Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Local food

cooperative
committee
researching
options

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

“There’s a lot of energy and
excitement surrounding this,”
says Waseca resident Jim Boer-
boom, who is part of a steering
committee to form a Waseca
area food cooperative. “People
are interested in a retail model
that supports local growers and
allows them access to locally
raised meat and poultry.

“Along with that, it brings the
community together, gives
them a shared interest and a
gathering place where they can
collaborate and learn from each
other.”

Investigation into the viabil-
ity of a local food cooperative
began about a year ago after
Boerboom, retired in 2016 from
being deputy commissioner for
the Minnesota Department of
Agriculture, was challenged to
make a difference.

Building on a longstanding
community interest in having a
grocery store, Boerboom con-
cluded, “The corporate retailers
have dismissed Waseca as a vi-
able market.” In other words, if
the region is going to have a
grocery store, it will be because
the people of the area made it
happen.

He began looking into the
steps it would take to open a
food cooperative in Waseca.
There is now a 14-member
steering committee. The initia-
tive has its vision statement and
articles of organization in place,
and has completed a prelimi-
nary market assessment.

“It’s a process that takes a lot
of patience,” Boerboom ob-
serves. “The earliest we might
actually see a store is about
three years from now.”

The differences between a
typical retail store and a cooper-
ative, he explains, rest in the
types of products offered and
the ownership model.

Food co-ops emphasize lo-
cally produced, natural and or-
ganic goods which have
experienced limited processing.
The stores must conform to
food safety and inspection
rules, so they are not like a
farmers’ market where items
are purchased directly from
growers and home producers.

Cooperatives are owned by
people who invest in the busi-
ness by purchasing shares—and
thus provide money which
helps pay start-up and organiza-
tional costs. Owners elect a
governing board which over-
sees store operations, but occa-
sional major decisions are
returned to the full ownership
for a vote. Based on infor-
mation gathered so far, Boer-
boom says the cooperative
would need at least 500
members to be financially vi-
able. He estimates at least
$ Imillion will be needed to get
it started, but points out low-in-
terest loans and even grants are
likely to be available.

Anyone can shop at a cooper-
ative, but in exchange for their
support, owners receive bene-
fits which might include special
discounts or offers.

Boerboom and others have
toured four other cooperatives
and received advice regarding
topics from pricing to parking
lots. Some of the most emphatic

Food continued on 2
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Compostings

by Al Batt

Stress cannot exist in
the presence of a pie

ECHOES FROM THE
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING

I was cleaning the attic when I
found my old flutophone. I began
playing it.

I’11 bet that brought back some
memories.

It sure did. I remembered how
bad I was at playing the fluto-
phone.

DRIVING BY BRUCE’S
DRIVE

I have a wonderful neighbor
named Bruce. Whenever I pass
his drive, thoughts occur to me.
I’ve been privileged to ring Salva-
tion Army bells for many years at
a few Hy-Vee stores. It’s always a
pleasant experience, but not with-
out its thrills and chills. A man,
doing his shopping with the aid of
an electric cart, was obviously a
new driver, because he zoomed
past me at high speed, or at least
whatever the highest speed one of
those units can attain, and hit a
wall with a larruping good lick. I
looked around for a state trooper
as the excessive mph made me
think I must have been ringing the
bells on a highway. After I'd
stumbled back to reality, I asked
if he was OK. The man was not a
happy camper. He muttered a dis-
couraging word and left with his
bag of food. I was grateful to have
avoided a bell-on collision with a
motorized shopping cart.

SNIPPETS FROM
STORIES

We had pumpkin pie with
whipped cream. David Mamet
said, "We must have a pie. Stress
cannot exist in the presence of a
pie." The foods that led up to the
pie had a pinch of this and a pinch
of that. Both pinches were deli-
cious.

Let it snow. Let it snow. Make
it stop. I sneezed while brushing
my teeth. I don’t recommend that.
Am [ suddenly allergic to tooth-
paste or snow, or just a sneezing
fool?

The fellow told me he deserts
Minnesota for Arizona in the
winter. He does that because
warm weather improves his
mood.

My mother told me about the
carpenter’s ruler my grandfather
had used. Grandpa was a builder
of houses. The ruler had been
worn beyond easy reading, and
someone had used it to stir paint,
but Grandpa still used it. Mother
asked him how he could measure
anything with that ancient ruler
when it was nearly impossible to
see the marks. He replied that
he’d used it so long, he remem-

bered where the marks had been.

I talked to a guy in Tennessee. |
told him that he lived in a beauti-
ful part of the world. He said, “It
might be, but I wouldn’t know.
I’ve lived here all my life.”

I once read a poem from Rod
McKuen’s book, “Listen to the
Warm” to the goats. They needed
guidance. “For every star that falls
to earth a new one glows. For
every dream that fades away a
new one grows. When things are
not what they would seem you
must keep following your dream.”
It didn’t help. They still acted
goatish. I should have read it to
the chickens. My favorite poet is
the late Mary Oliver, who penned
these words, “Instructions for liv-
ing a life: Pay attention. Be aston-
ished. Tell about it.” I got a
shingles shot and, being a cau-
tious sort, I got a vinyl siding
shot, too.

BAD JOKES
DEPARTMENT

I told my doctor it wasn’t my
fault that exercise and extra fries
sound too much alike.

If George Washington were
alive today, what would he be
most famous for? His age.

My wife called me to tell me
she’d seen a coyote on the way to
work. I asked her how she knew
the coyote was on its way to
work. She hung up on me.

NATURE NOTES

If you have a bird feeder, watch
for motionless woodpeckers, with
their bodies held parallel to a tree
or feeder, waiting for a predator to
pass. That’s a red-alert pose. I try
to imagine what the bird is going
through. I want to put myself in its
feathers, but I can’t, but I keep
trying. 1 anthropomorphize to
demonstrate kinship.

The tamarack tree, a Minnesota
native, is a deciduous conifer with
bright green needles that turn yel-
low in the fall and drop off.

A flying squirrel has a mem-
brane that connects its front and
back legs, and is called a pata-
gium. Spreading its limbs allows
it to glide, not fly, between trees.
Minnesota has two species of fly-
ing squirrels, not counting Rocky.
The northern flying squirrel
weighs 2 to 4.4 ounces and is 10
to 12 inches long (tail included).
The southern flying squirrel is 8
to 10 inches in length and weighs
1.6 to 2.2 ounces.

MEETING ADJOURNED

“If the only prayer you say in
your life is thank you, that would
suffice.”—Meister Eckhart. Be
kind.
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In My Humble Opinion

by Deb Bently

Grateful for the
snowy days

These ideas are being written down
on Saturday evening, after a day of
snowfall which covered everything
outside with five or more inches of
shiny white snow. By the time you
read it on Thursday, the whole world
will have changed again in some new,
wintry way.

Today, though, I am willing to say I
am grateful for snowy days like this
one.

For one thing, we all hunker down
in our homes and let go of the idea of
going anywhere—all without any guilt
about missed appointments or care-
lessly disappointing others. Once the
horizon disappeared, none of us really
want to go anywhere any more.

What struck me most today is that
time seemed to be moving differently.
I have spent eight or more hours writ-
ing my numerous news pieces for this
week’s edition, but I didn’t really feel
the passage of time. Rather than mi-
nutes, the day seemed to be measured
in snowfall.

I would look outside and watch the
birds coming to my feeders for a while,
then return to my work. When I looked

again, the tops of the feeders would
have somewhat taller caps of snow, the
feeders would seem somewhat emp-
tier, and the birds would still be coming
and going.

Somehow the snow has managed to
perch on even very small surfaces, in-
cluding some lightcatchers hanging in
my pergola.

The snow resting on them seems as
bright as light itself, and I can’t help
speculating how the word “light-
catcher” has suddenly taken on ad-
ditional meaning.

Even now, after dark, the yard light
is enough to make the snow sparkle.
The sidewalk in front of the house,
conveniently shoveled by someone
other than myself, has gone from being
a suggestion regarding the path to take
to a somewhat rigid rule, since creating
my own path across the yard will have
my shoes and clothing damp up past
the height of my ankles.

The black field across the road no
longer soaks up all color, but is now se-
renely reflecting the moonlight.

I know that the numerous rabbits
who like to munch on the dropped

SPARKLING - One of Deb’s sun catchers caught light in a dif-
ferent form when it acquired a cap of sparkling snow.

seeds under my birdfeeders will be
leaving record of all their comings and
goings as long as the snow stays as im-
pressionable as it is right now. It’s deep
enough that they will be leaving inden-
tions the size of their whole bodies as
they bounce forward across snow
deeper than they are tall-except for
their ears, of course. Iremember from

past years, those rabbit-body impres-
sions look almost like human foot-
prints coming across the yard.

So for now, I am enjoying and ap-
preciating the snow. I know my feel-
ings are likely to change tomorrow
when I have to relearn how to drive.

Delayed

My flight got delayed home for
Thanksgiving on Wednesday. For
seven hours, [ was stuck in the airport
yawning and tired, trying to convince
myself to do work. So I decided to do
what airports are built for: people
watching. Here is a list of my thoughts
and when they occurred. I arrived at
the airport at 6 a.m. to find my flight
was delayed until 12:15 p.m. Which
was then further delayed until 1 p.m.,
when we finally took off.

6:25 — I learned recently in my other
job that moms have a hard time travel-
ing with breast pumping equipment.
Something about security not trusting
it or liking it. I saw a mom with a bottle
of breastmilk for her child in the line
to security and I felt bad for her.

6:43 — It’s important to say thank
you to people you interact with. Even
to the crabby TSA person checking
IDs.

7:31 — In a Colorado airport, it’s
funny to see who dresses “granola” or
not. I was told by a Denver native that
anyone dressing granola is fake. Real
outdoorsy, healthy-focused people
don’t project into the world the Pata-

flight but undaunted spirit

To Be Determined

by Amelia Roessler

gonia jackets, tie-dye clothing, and
hiking backpacks. From what I've
seen, more “real” outdoorsy Colorado
people just wear jeans and cowboy
boots. Some wear cowboy hats, but it
depends on the person whether that’s
for show or not. So I always wonder
when I see these granola people in the
airport — are you from Colorado? Did
you just dress that way to come here?
Did you really go hiking?

T also did see, on two separate occa-
sions, people wearing Vikings jackets.
While this made me smile as a Vikings
fan myself, it of course came with the
thoughts of “‘you poor, poor fan.”

7:47 — I love to watch all the babies
and young kids. While I think it would
be a pain to travel with small children,

they are adorable to watch. Whether
it’s the baby curled up on momma’s
chest or the toddler fascinated with the
walking escalators, it’s fun to see their
childlike wonder as the rest of us are
either tired or stressed to be in the air-
port.

8:36 — The sun is shining! I arrived
in the dark, but the shadows couldn’t
steal my spirit.

8:54 — Transportation Secretary
Sean Duffy said that we should stop
wearing sweats or pajamas to the air-
port and show more respect while trav-
eling. I’'m still seeing a lot of very
comfy, borderline pajama outfits. Then
again, some people come to the airport
dressed to the nines. Personally? I
prefer a classic jeans and sweatshirt

outfit.

9:24 — Smelly people near you are
the worst. I’m sorry, but that’s the truth.

10:05 — Shout out to those people I
saw running toward their gates in the
airport. You stress me out, I hope you
caught your flight.

10:13 — Flight got delayed another
half hour. At this point I might as well
get cozy and make the airport home.

10:47 — Finished all my work for the
day. Checking foster lists to see which
pet I want to bring home when I come
back to Denver.

10:51 — My gate finally reads “Min-
neapolis” as its destination. Making
progress.

I didn’t really have any other
thoughts. I was just reading until they
finally called us. But it’s Thanksgiving,
so I’'m grateful just for the opportunity
to fly home to visit my family. And ’'m
thankful to you, dear reader, for mak-
ing the decision to continually read my
silly columns and decide that you like
them. Of course I’'m also thankful for
my forever supportive family and my
family at the Waseca County Pioneer.

Writing about my favorite things

I’m grateful I have the opportunity
to write about local sports. This past
week [ attended the NRHEG Fall
Sports Banquet. The banquets are
among my favorites to write about.

When I arrived at the athletic ban-
quet Tuesday evening, I was sur-
prised when I saw former teacher
and my former coach Shawn Larson
sitting in the front row at the end.

I told him it was weird, not seeing
him up on the stage.

He started talking about wrestling
and how he wasn’t going to coach
this season.

He sounded anxious, and I really
wanted to try to put him at ease.

Larson was one of my favorite
coaches at NRHEG and one of my
all-time-favorite teachers.

I thanked him for his service ded-
ication, and many hours he put into
the program as a coach.

I’'m glad that he’s retiring from
coaching and will have the opportu-
nity to enjoy his time as a parent,
watching his kids finish their athletic

STAR GAZING

*

by Eli Lutgens

careers. Wyatt, his oldest is, a senior
this year, and Josie is a 7th grader.

The other thing I cautioned Larson
about was coming back too soon
from burnout. Larson didn’t say that
was his struggle, but I felt comfort-
able enough to speak on my experi-
ence.

It’s funny how burnout works. As
soon as [ started to feel a little better
and tried to return to a specific area
of work in my life, that feeling of
burnout/dread came back strongly.
Thankfully, it dissipated quickly, too.

Speaking with Larson was also a
walk down memory lane.

Larson told me that I was the most
difficult baseball pitcher in his

coaching career to take out of games.
He said he would walk to the mound
thinking, “There’s no way Eli is
going to say something to stop me
from taking him out of the game.”

But I usually I did.

My favorite instance of this was a
game in which we lost 8-0, a game in
which our team registered no hits.
(Except for me who was hit by a
pitch, on my throwing shoulder in
the 6th inning, in very cold weather.)

Larson tried to take me out of the
game numerous times. Nearly every
inning beginning in the second. I be-
lieve he stopped trying after the fifth.

During the third or fourth inning,
I told Larson, “I just want to give us

the best chance to win.”

I remember the feeling like it was
yesterday. I feel it in my chest as I re-
call the moment. It was powerful.

This may be selfish, but the diffi-
cult part wasn’t really coming out of
the game. The difficult part was
watching somebody who didn’t love
the game, who wasn’t going to cher-
ish every second on the mound or in
the field and in the batters box,
which hurt. I loved every second 1
spent on a baseball diamond.

If anyone ever struggles with the
value of local high school sports,
please think about the lessons of hard
work, dedication, love, community
and camaraderie which are learned
along the way.

Sincerely, thank you, Larson, for
giving me a few more cherished
memories on the mound.

Thank you to all of our coaches,
assistants, stat keepers, bus drivers,
proud Moms and Dads, and every-
one who supports local student activ-
ities.

m Food

from Page 1

advice offered is that the store
should have products or offers
which lead shoppers to come to the
coop as their first stop.

Boerboom says he is encouraged
by the dedication and goodwill he

has encountered so far on the jour-
ney. “These are community-minded
people who want to do good things
well,” he says. “They believe in the
value of what they’re accomplish-
ing, and they’re willing to help
others along the way.”

Boerboom says he welcomes the
knowledge and talents each person
brings to the process.

Interested individuals can get in-
volved at the QR code to the right.

Got

news?
507-837-6767
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Holiday Cookie Dazzle
at Waseca Senior

Center Dec. 6

The Waseca Area Senior Cit-
izens Center will host the Holi-
day Cookie Dazzle from 9 a.m.
to noon on Dec. 6. A plate of 12
cookies is $8; other baked goods
will be for sale. The event is or-
ganized by Achieving Dreams
for Disabilities; all funding goes
to support children and adults
with disabilities.

Waseca County
Winter Farmers
Market at

Farmamerica Dec. 6

There will be a winter farmers
market at Farmamerica from 8
a.m. till noon Saturday, Dec. 6.
Find locally grown, baked and
made items while supporting our
local producers. Farmamerica is
located at 7367 360th Ave.,
Waseca.

Winter Wonderland at
Starfire Event Center

Saturday, Dec. 6

The Starfire Event Center will
host a Winter Wonderland event
from 10:30 a.m. till 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 6. Will include holi-
day craft show with a variety of
local vendors.

Christmas Bazaar at
St. Paul Lutheran
Church Dec. 6

There will be a Christmas Ba-
zaar at St. Paul Lutheran Church
from 10:30 a.m. till 1 p.m. on
Saturday, Dec. 6. Enjoy hot beef
sandwiches, sloppy joes, home-
made pies and coffee for $10.
Crafts, baked goods, Christmas
cookies, lefse and horseradish,
white elephants and candy shop.

American Legion
Auxiliary Cookie Tray
sale Saturday, Dec. 6

Members of the Waseca
American Legion Auxiliary
will be selling trays of mixed
cookies of various sizes from
noon until gone at the Legion
Hall, 700 South State Street,
on Dec. 6. Sales are available
in person only with no orders
accepted in advance.

Christmas Time at The

Mill Saturday, Dec. 6

Christmas Time at The Mill
from 1 to 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
6. Crafts, Santa, cookie decorat-
ing, letter writing, face painting,
the Grinch, local choir and bands
will be performing. This event is
free for everyone.

Family Tradition at
the Indian Island

Winery Dec. 6

The Indian Island Winery will
host music trio Family Tradition
from 5:30-8:30 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 6. They perform old and
new hit country music.

New Richland Lions
Club Breakfast Benefit

Sunday, Dec. 7

The New Richland Lion’s
Club is holding a benefit break-
fast from 8 a.m. to noon on
Sunday, Dec. 7 at the New
Richland City Hall community
room. Free will donations will
be accepted. Menu items in-
clude pancakes, scrambled
eggs and breakfast sausage.
Funds raised will benefit four
members of the NRHEG
school district staff who are ex-
periencing health difficulties:
Cortney  Kitzman,  Paul

Kampen, Moey McCornack
and Kim Routh.

Santa
Experience

to help fund

update of
1930s barn

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

From 4 to 7 p.m. on Friday and
Saturday, Dec. 12 and 13, Santa
will be welcoming visitors in Far-
mamerica’s classic hip-roofed red
barn, originally constructed in
1913. Those wishing to stop by are
asked to register online in advance
for specific time slots so that lines
and wait times are shorter. In-
cluded for children who speak
with Santa is a professionally-
taken photograph, the cost for
which is being covered by the
Katie Gonzalez State Farm insur-
ance agency.

Also available to visitors that
day is a walk through the 1930s
farmhouse, which has been dec-
orated for Christmas. The house
was moved to Farmamerica from
the Doyle farm near Waldorf. Vis-
itors will find a number of options
for warming themselves; numer-
ous farm animals will be on dis-
play for visits.

Also part of the Santa Experi-
ence is a coloring contest. The pic-
ture, which appears on page 12 of
this edition of the Pioneer and can
also be picked up at Farmamerica,
features Santa in flight over a clas-
sic barn. Anyone can enter the col-
oring contest, which has age
divisions of 0 to 4; 5t0 8; 9 to 12;

FARMAMERICA SANTA EXPERIENCE - Santa will be greeting children in Farmamerica's 1930s
era red barn the afternoons of Friday, Dec. 12 and Saturday, Dec. 13. Visitors will not only see
Santa, but will receive a free professionally-taken photograph sponsored by the Katie Gonzalez
State Farm agency. The 1930s farmhouse will be decorated and open for visits as well.

and 13 and above. There is no
charge to take part. Completed
sheets can be mailed to Farmame-
rica at 7397 360th Avenue,
Waseca, or dropped off at the site
during the event or during open
hours before then.

Winners will be notified using
email addresses.

All of the attention to the barn,
reveals Farmamerica’s executive
director Jess Rollins, is strategic.
The siding on the building is be-
ginning to deteriorate and thus is
due to be replaced; anticipated cost
is $90,000. Rollins points out
fundraising has already begun,
with a “Go Fund Me” page in

place and the staff searching for
individuals. organizations and
grant programs likely to support
the cause.

A smaller-scale form of support
is the option to donate online while
registering for  Farmamerica
events. Those who give $25 or
more are eligible to receive a com-
memorative Christmas ornament.

Rollins comments that, when
speaking about Minnesota agricul-
ture, barns are still inseparable
from people’s concept of a farm.
In use until just before it was
moved to the site, the barn has
been retrofitted with the stalls and
stanchions it would have had in the

1930s, when most farms still had
dairy cattle, kept horses as draft
animals, and likely raised pigs or
other animals for meat to be pro-
cessed and preserved by the
family. The giant “hay mow” up
above stored fodder for the live-
stock and often served as some-
thing of a playground for children
growing up on the farm.

“We are glad to be preserving
elements of that history,” says Rol-
lins. “We will be grateful for any
support people wish to provide.”

The hope is to place new siding
on the barn sometime in the
summer of 2026.

|
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PROMOTING AG - Representatives from businesses, organizations and agencies met for a networking session at Farmamerica
the evening of Thursday, Nov. 20. Among those in attendance were, from left, Waseca County Administrator Michael Johnson; City
of Waseca City Planner Jon Froke; county commissioner Doug Christopherson; Waseca Food Cooperative advisory board member
Jim Boerboom, Greenseam economic development coordinator Holly Callaghan; county commissioner Brad Krause; and Farmam-
erica Executive Director Jess Rollins.

Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

GGreenseam event invites collaboration

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

“You don’t know who can help
you or who you can help until you
get out and have some real-world
conversations,” stated Greenseam di-
rector Sam Ziegler to a group of
about 50 people attending a network-
ing session at Farmamerica the even-
ing of Nov. 20. Mentioning the event
was the third one the organization—
which is dedicated to attracting ag-
related enterprises to southern
Minnesota—has held in Waseca
County, Ziegler continued, “It’s good
to see how our events have grown.”

Invited to share some thoughts
were Waseca County Board chair
Doug Christopherson, Waseca city
planner Jon Froke, and leader of the
Waseca food cooperative initiative,
Jim Boerboom. Speeches were kept

& Residential
Snow Removal

CAFE

e SINCE 1942 »

Great Home Cooking ¢ Catering

Full Breakfast Menu ¢ Daily Lunch Specials
104 State Street, Waseca MN e 835-1259

BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

Lawn Maintenance Zach Battenfeld

5607-621-0226

zachbattenfeld@gmail.com

brief to allow for more networking.

Christopherson highlighted the
county-wide legislative listening ses-
sion that had taken place earlier in
the day during which numerous area
leaders were able to hear the
thoughts and priorities of state and
national representatives and to share
concerns about various policies and
practices. A summary of that meeting
appears in the Nov. 28 edition of the
Waseca County Pioneer.

Christopherson highlighted an ap-
peal made during the legislative ses-
sion by county land and water
department leader Chris Howard,
who had encouraged legislators to re-
peal elements of a state law passed in
2024 which, if they should actually
be allowed to take effect on schedule,
will greatly increase costs for main-
taining publicly-managed agricul-
tural drainage systems.

Christopherson reported that plan-
ning is ongoing for the new county
justice center, with the expectation
construction will begin in August of
2026. He also mentioned the county
Workforce Development Center cur-
rently under development. A purpose
of the center, he stated, is to help pro-
spective employees find local jobs
and careers.

Waseca city planner Froke said his
department works persistently to let
developers know the area is “open
for business.” He briefly described
the Marketplace and Clearwater Pre-
serve projects and highlighted the
importance of expanded housing op-
portunities. He mentioned improved
infrastructure thanks to work now
nearly complete on Second Street
Northwest and on hopeful signs the
city will acquire funding to replace
the aging water tower next to City

Hall.

Jim Boerboom, a Waseca resident
who began an initiative to open a
local food cooperative, mentioned
the project was born thanks to a con-
versation at last year’s Greenseam
networking event. Since that time, he
said a steering committee for the
project has been formed, a vision
statement has been written, and com-
mittee members have visited four
food cooperatives in the state, in-
cluding one in St. Peter. A market
study has indicated the Waseca area
can probably support a store of about
1,500 square feet.

Boerboom stated Region 9 and
Greenseam have been “great part-
ners” in the process, and commented
on the appealing layout and design of
an informational brochure produced
with the help of Region 9 staff.

County-wide
EDA to meet

Dec. 17

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

Members of the Waseca
County economic development
authority (EDA) discussed nu-
merous ongoing projects and
initiatives during their regular
meeting the morning of Wed-
nesday, Nov. 19. Tina Wilson
of the county planning and zon-
ing office updated members re-
garding the county workforce
development center, various
contacts from organizations
considering locating businesses
in the county, and plans by cur-
rent business owners to expand
their operations.

Board members agreed to a
Dec. 17 joint meeting with
EDAs from the cities of
Waseca, Janesville and New
Richland, and with representa-
tives from the Waseca Area
Chamber of Commerce and the
town of Waldorf.

Because economic growth is
vital to supporting and building
communities, the state of Min-
nesota has funds EDA agencies
can access to help with devel-
oping and growing businesses.
Among these are low interest
loans and grants. Projects re-
cently supported by the county
EDA are the Marketplace con-
struction project, expansion at
Morgan’s Meats, remodeling at
the American Inn Hotel, and
ongoing work on the Work-
force Development Center to
be located on the lower floor of
the Human Services building at
1000 Elm Avenue West. Col-
laboration with the county’s
three city EDAs and four city
councils is ongoing, which
leads to numerous projects in
area towns. Mentioned during
the Nov. 19 meeting were work
with Trapper’s Lanes in New
Richland and a “$10,000 busi-
ness challenge” in Janesville.
Wilson proposed that, with a
county-wide meeting sched-
uled in a month, her detailed
summaries of such projects
might best be presented when
all parties were present on Dec.
17.

Members of the county EDA
are Matt Harrington, District 1;
Russ Frederick, District 2 and
board chair; Charles Benson,
District 3; Patti Schuch, Dis-
trict 4; and Brad Krause, Dis-
trict 5.

Patti Schuch suggested the
county EDA might look into a
brochure which could be made
available to existing and poten-
tial business owners to stream-
line the information-gathering
process. She proposed listing
the various agencies businesses
are likely to find helpful and
providing names and direct
contact information of key in-
dividuals.

Schuch expressed frustration
that relatively few people seem
aware of EDA programs and
benefits.

“We could help them invest
in the community, accomplish
their dream of starting or ex-
panding a business. They could
make their facilities larger, get
new equipment or beautify
their buildings.”

Tina Wilson can be reached
at the Waseca County Planning
and Zoning department, 300
State Street North, in Waseca.
The phone number is 507-835-
0650.

Ali and Willy Malecha are excited to continue to
bring you the excellent service you have come
to expect at Dave’s Body Shop!

Serving Waseca and the surrounding
areas for more than 30 years!

715 S State St,
Waseca, MN

(507) 835-8615

Hours:
Sat-Sun.......... Closed
.......... 8 AM-5 PM

EYE Q VISION

Serving the Mankato, MN area with
a full range of eye care services,
including routine eye exams,
contacts, glasses & urgent care visits.
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patients of all ages!

507-387-6695 * eyeqvisionmankato.com
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Jeffery Crowley OD
Angela Johnson OD
Laura Coudron OD
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Ruth Koenigs

Ruth Ann Koenigs, age 87, of
Waseca, passed away on No-
vember 27, 2025, at Mayo
Clinic in Rochester.

Ruth was born on December
17, 1937, in Swaledale, Iowa,
the daughter of Harold and
Thelma (Alcorn) Bartlett. She
graduated from Clear Lake
High School in 1956 and went
on to attend St. Mary’s School
of Nursing in Rochester, where
she earned her nursing degree
in 1959. On June 18, 1960,
Ruth was united in marriage to
Roman Koenigs at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in Meyer,
Iowa. Together they began their
married life in Stacyville, later
living in Owatonna before set-
tling in Waterloo, lowa, where
they raised their four children.

Ruth worked as a charge
nurse at St. Mary’s Hospital in
Rochester before devoting her-
self to raising her family. As her
children grew, she continued
part-time nursing and later
worked at a law firm in Water-
loo until her retirement in 1993.
Following retirement, Ruth and
Roman relocated to Waseca,
Minnesota, to be closer to their
children and grandchildren.

Retirement allowed Ruth to
fully embrace her many
hobbies. She created beautiful
stained glass pieces, painted,
knitted, and crocheted, gifting
her handmade treasures to
family and friends who will
cherish them always. She
tended her flower gardens with
care, enjoyed playing bridge,
golfing, bowling, and was an
avid reader. Ruth was known
for her boundless energy, al-
ways finding joy in staying
busy and living life to the ful-
lest. She will be remembered as
a generous, loving, and forgiv-
ing woman, whose kindness
and devotion to her family and
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Ruth Koenigs

friends touched many lives.

Ruth is survived by her chil-
dren: Kevin (Lynn) Koenigs of
Mankato, Carmell (Jim) Scott
of Albert Lea, Chris Koenigs of
Albert Lea, and Susan Johnson
(Richard Stoesz) of Northfield;
eight grandchildren; twelve
great-grandchildren; brothers-
in-law and sisters-in-law: Bon-
nie Koenigs, Deo (Joan)
Koenigs, Jerry (Sandy) Koe-
nigs, and Elaine Ramberg;
along with many nieces,
nephews, other relatives, and
friends.

She was preceded in death by
her parents; her husband,
Roman; her daughter-in-law,
Deby Koenigs; brothers, Robert
(Marlene) Bartlett and Bill
(Vonna) Bartlett; and brothers-
in-law, John Koenigs and Dan
Ramberg.

A Gathering of Family and
Friends will be held from 2:00
— 4:00 PM on Sunday, De-
cember 7, 2025, at the Third
Street Chapel of Dennis-Stef-
fel-Omtvedt Funeral and Cre-
mation Service in Waseca.
Interment will follow at Cal-
vary Cemetery in Waseca.

DSOFuneral.com

Waseca middle
grades give concert
at high school

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

A band concert for students in
grades five to eight was well at-
tended the evening of Nov 24 at
the performing arts center of the
Waseca Junior Senior High
School. Bands were directed by
Anders Peterson for high school
and Selma Kleinsmith for WIS.

For many of the students this
large-scale concert was an excit-
ing first-time event. Fifth-
graders played the “First Winter
Suite,” which included the
movements “Season’s Sounding
Fanfare,” and “Escaping the
Abominable Snowman.” Their
final number was “Roof Riffs.”

Each grade was to play three
songs each, most of the music
selected was voted on by the stu-
dents themselves, a few were se-
lected by the band directors. The
sixth grade’s Christmas theme
included “Up On A Housetop”
and “Jolly Old St. Nick” ar-
ranged by Michael Sweeney and
“Jingle Bells” by Michael Story.

The seventh-grade musicians
chose Hollywood music. First
was “Circle of Life” from the
Lion King movie. Next was the
Gravity Falls (Saturday morning
cartoon) theme by Robert Long-
field. The final song was
“Oompa Loompa” from “Willy
Wonka” by Chris Bernotas.

All four grades were able to
perform their concert in under
an hour. The eighth graders had
a more mature selection of
music starting with “Mamma
Mia,” an Abba song. Next was
“The Sound of Music” followed
by a song from the musical
“Grease.”

All musicians expressed their
thanks to the school administra-
tion, the Waseca custodial staff,
Chuck Pollack, the Waseca
Band Boosters, the music de-
partment and the teaching staff.
There will be a choir concert for
grades 5 to 8 on Dec. 8; a high
school holiday choir concert on
Dec. 15; and an Alumni Pep
Band/Chili Feed on Dec. 19.

SROC’s Charlie

Rohwer addresses

garden club

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

Members of the Waseca Garden
Club held their monthly meeting
with a potluck dinner thrown in on
the evening of Monday, Nov. 24 at
the University of Minnesota’s South-
ern Research and Outreach Center
(SROC). Before the meeting Charlie
Rohwer, processing research em-
ployee at the center, spoke about how
to plant and how to grow in an ever-
changing Minnesota climate.

He had lots of tips, including that
the ears of corn grow higher when
you plant them closer together.
Rohwer went on, “I know this isn’t
new information, but I’'m just putting
it out there. Boc Choy is also a great
option for planting in the spring in
southern Minnesota. When it comes
to trees, the lowa DNR has a large
selection of trees to choose from.”

He spoke of broccoli and of cross
breeding, “There are new diseases
popping up and we are trying to stay
ahead of them, they affect the head
and not the plant. With broccoli you
just cut the head off and you’re done.
Burgundy and Montebello are ter-
rible to grow around here.” Black rot
affects broccoli and attacks the plant
when it gets too wet, said Rohwer,

“Heavy rainfall causes it to spread
very easily. Another bad one is Alter-
naria, a disease species that spreads
easily and is hard to kill.

“Our climate is changing; we’re
getting warmer winter nights. We’re
getting wetter, but by 2050 it may be
even dryer because it will be hotter.
So, what should we plant instead?
Sycamore trees are big and have a
pretty bark, the university planted
one to see how those trees will fare
in the new Minnesota climate. Sassa-
fras, a medium sized tree, has pretty
fall colors with little berries, mitten
shaped leaves and a minty fra-
grance.” He asked whether anyone
attending liked the soup gumbo.
“Gumbo can be thickened with dried
sassafras leaves; there are two
planted on the university grounds but
they’re still very small.” Wild Ros-
seyanka Persimmons have a unique,
edible, plum-sized orange fruit that
doesn’t mature until after the leaves
have fallen off. The fruit is very
sweet and doesn’t travel well, “If
harvested too early, it’s a very astrin-
gent taste and sucks all the moisture
out of your mouth. When the deer
start eating them in the fall, that’s
when they’re ready, usually October
through December.”

TIPS AND TRICKS - Charlie Rohwer, researcher at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Southern Research and Outreach Center, gave
a talk on proper tree care and fruiting trees in southern Minne-

sota on Monday, Nov. 24, 2025.
Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

The jumping worms problem, both
Amynthas and Metaphire species
were listed as prohibited invasive
species in Minnesota in 2024,
Rohwer said he was not an expert in
that field, but said he informed his
mother, “A grant has been given so
they can start investigating this worm
at the arboretum. But what I know is
when they transplant something,
especially on a hillside and it’s been
mulched, the worms eat all the mulch
and the soil washes away. The uni-
versity is keen on keeping those
jumping worms out of the arbore-
tum; people are looking into it.”

As he finished, he summarized
some of the SROC plantings sched-
uled for 2026. “We’re planting

onions, peas, sweet corn, some cau-
liflower, bell peppers. The tomato
project from the last few years is
done but we saved room just in case.
We don’t have a carrot project this
year but there will be a good amount
of watermelon.”

The Garden Club expressed its
thanks to the SROC, both for the use
of its facility and for fruits and vege-
tables donated to the Waseca Area
Neighborhood Service Center. The
Waseca Garden Club is always on
the lookout for new members, and
offers that anyone interested in mem-
bership or more information can con-
tact Dacia Hinkhouse at
612-644-4493.

Dieker presents affects from government shutdown

By RACHAEL JAEGER
Staff Writer

At their Nov. 17 meeting,
members of the Janesville-Waldorf-
Pemberton (JWP) school board
heard from business manager Wendy
Dieker who provided an update on
how the delivery of state department
of education funds was affected by
the recent federal shutdown. Despite
the chaos and uncertainty, Dieker
added she wanted to highlight that
JWP received a small rural schools
achievement grant in September
which amounted to $40,798.

“That money is secured and we
have it for this fiscal year,” Dieker
stated. Annual funds for title one and
special education are also secure, she
reported. Some money toward reim-
bursing meal costs has been re-
ceived, but other amounts were still
pending at the time of the meeting.

She summarized that the district
anticipates about $565,000 of federal
money, nearly all of which is already
secured.

Her report also included a discus-
sion of the district’s “annual daily
membership” (ADM). The number is
an amount used by the state to indi-
cate how many students are present
on a typical school day. Funds of

JWP
SCHOOL BOARD

about $7,000 per “member” are dis-
tributed to the district during the
year. Students taking part in post-
secondary enrollment option (PSEO)
courses. These are classes offered
either online or in person by univer-
sities and community colleges; JWP
has 44 students who are not present
at the school for all or part of the
typical school day because they are
taking part in PSEO. This affects the
ADM count, and along with it the
state funding.

Dieker showed board members
data to be submitted through the
Minnesota Automated Reporting
Student System (MARSS), revealing
there are about 606 students enrolled
at the school, but if PSEO students
are taken away, JWP rests around
579.

“Going forward until January, the
government’s opened and funded,”
Dieker said. “If they shut down
again, we’ll be on the same kind of,
‘see when we get the dollars’ kind of
thing for meal reimbursement.”

During the school board meeting,
Future Farmers of America (FFA)
high school students shared high-

lights from the 2024-25 school year
and reported a total of 88 members
when the goal was 80 since last
year’s number was 76. Recently, the
JWP FFA chapter also partnered with
the FFA chapter at the high school in
Scales Mound in Illinois; the intent
is to carry out an educational oppor-
tunity of spending time in each
other’s agriculture classes.

It was reported that the FFA chap-
ter members were given a “superior”
and “silver” rating for their national
chapter application which signified
that each activity JWP completed
during the year could be used for a
quality standard for activities.

One student reported that Isaiah
Barron, an FFA student, won the re-
gional talent competition and qual-
ified for state convention since he
placed in the top five as well. It was
also reported that graduate, Sophia
Kolsey placed first in extempora-
neous speaking, earning a state trip.

Recently, it was noted, some stu-
dents took part in competitions at
South Central Community College.

“How has FFA affected your post-
graduation plans?” School board
member Kevin Born inquired of the
three senior students present. “Has it
had an impact on what you're going
to do?”

One student shared she currently
takes some classes at South Central
Community College in Mankato and
noted those programs relate a lot to
FFA. She also stated her classes have
helped give her insight as to how
many people are involved in agricul-
ture.

Another student said she also has-
n’t fully decided about her future, but
her participation in FFA events has
helped her think and provided her
with topics she could write about for
her essays.

The third student expressed con-
fidence his experience with the or-
ganization would help him quite a bit
on his college essays.

In other matters, the school ac-
cepted and approved the following
donations: $50 from Over 50 Year
FFA Grads for FFA, $875 from Cait-
lin & Lynette Oeltjenbruns, $1,000
from Steel-Waseca Coop Electric for
a Scholarship, $200 from Golden
Apple Teacher award for Elementary
PE equipment, $50 from Precision
Chiropractic & Wellness, for Sports
Physicals, $3,000 from the Waseca
Area Foundation for EF Johnson
Scholarship, and various tools from
Napa Auto Parts for CTE program
supplies.

m Turkey

from Page 1

cial title over the past year, “Presiden-
tial Turkey Caretaker.”

Since the birds arrived at Farmame-
rica there have been a few times
they’ve been needed elsewhere, said
Wadd, “The turkeys made their way to
Waseca for the 2024 Waseca County
Chamber Farm & City luncheon in

March. They also get moved over to
the visitor center for different events
when we have them.” The turkeys
need their nails trimmed up to twice a
year. Their bedding is kept meticu-
lously clean so that their feathers and
legs are clear of debris. Baby wipes are
used to wipe feathers and skin, since
their gentle cleaning liquids don’t
cause irritation or affect the bird’s nat-
ural oils.

But the two “presidential” turkeys
aren’t the only celebrities. Farmame-
rica also has Georgie the Kune Kune

Pig. Two female companion turkeys
have also been added, Frankie, a two-
year veteran turkey of the farm and
Buddy, a second lady turkey who was
added over the summer.

It may surprise some to learn that
Minnesota is the turkey capitol of the
United States with an output of 40 mil-
lion turkeys annually. The typical lifes-
pan of those 40 million farmed turkeys
is no more than 24 weeks. In contrast,

Blossom and Peach get to live out the
rest of their natural days with no con-
cerns about Thanksgiving. According
to Willmar area farmer and 2024 chair
of the National Turkey Federation John
Zimmerman, who raised them, the an-
ticipated lifespan for their breed is
about four years. President Biden said
Peach lives by the motto "keep calm
and gobble on." Blossom's motto was
"no foul play, just Minnesota nice."

Death Anniversary

40 Years — December 3rd
In Loving Memory of Mark Jon Hildebrandt
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Your kindness, wisdom and love continue to inspire us every day.
You are dearly missed and always in our hearts.
Your legacy will live forever in the hearts of those
who knew and loved you.
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m Swimming

from Page 1

“In
Waseca, team members were all
different ages, so we didn’t nec-
essarily know each other very
well,” he explains. “Also, we
each bought our own swimsuits,
so at meets, I couldn’t always
tell my teammates from the other
swimmers.”

Now, though, thanks to color-
matched swimwear, “I know
which lane my team members
are in, and I can cheer for them.”

Of Jeanne Sexton who has
been Waseca’s coach for the past
9 years, Jellum says he is grate-
ful for her guidance and support.
“I wouldn’t be where I am with-
out her,” he acknowledges.

With 49 team members and
five coaches on the official roster
of the college’s men’s swimming
and diving team, the atmosphere
at Gustavus is completely differ-
ent.

“We practice pretty much
every day,” he points out. “The
coaches set aside 15 minutes of
one-on-one time with each team
member every week.

“I’ve gotten tons of feedback
from those.”

There is also a sense of cohe-
siveness among team members,
who attended a camp together at
the start of the year and got to
know each other. There are com-
petitions most weekends; the
majority are at Gustavus, but one
was two hours away. One com-
ing up in the near future will re-
quire a five-hour bus ride.

Also part of the team mental-
ity is a certain amount of friendly
rivalry.

Jellum mentions that, in his
preferred competition, the 100-
yard breast stroke, seven of the
top 15 swimmers in the confer-
ence are on the Gustavus team.
That includes the first-ranked
swimmer, who has completed
100 yards in as little as 54 sec-

onds; Jellum recently accom-
plished a time only 10 seconds
higher, 1:04. He is currently
ranked 12th in the conference.

That, too, is a regular compo-
nent of practice: rankings are
printed out and posted for all to
see. There are competitions on
most weekends, another factor
which

Still, he says, he is grateful for
the emphasis on personal re-
sponsibility and self-reliance he
learned while competing with
Waseca’s team.

He mentions having also been
part of the high school cross
country team, a season which led
directly into the swimming sea-
son.

“Running is good for endur-
ance,” he summarizes. “After all,
you run to warm up, you take a
seven-mile run, and then you run
some more to cool down.

“But it doesn’t really help with
upper body strength.”

Practices at Gustavus naturally
include lots of swimming—Jel-
lum mentions that by this point
in the season, team members
typically swims between 6,500
and 7,000 yards—as many as 140
crossings of a 50-yard swim-
ming pool.

“We swim pretty much every
day for two hours,” he says of
the practices. “We lift weights
three days a week, and we do
yoga two days.”

Even though he is a very fit
athlete, he acknowledges that the
moves and stretches used in the
yoga practice leave him tempo-
rarily sore. “But the next day I
feel really good and ready to
challenge myself,” he says.

For most college swimmers,
the season will continue through
the conference meet in February;
a few will go on to the Division
3 championships in March.

“I like being on the swim
team, and I like earning points
for my team,” says Jellum. “I’'m
looking forward to finding out
what the rest of the season
brings.”

NRHEG School Board approves reports, sale

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer

During their Nov. 17 meeting, members of
the NRHEG school board declared the ga-
rage associated with the residential property
at 302 Broadway Avenue South, which the
district purchased in September for $70,000,
as “surplus property.” The garage, at least 20
years old, has extended into property owned
by the district since it was built.

With this official classification, Superin-
tendent Michael Meihak is now authorized to
offer the structure for sale. He informed the
Star Eagle that his intent is to sell it at auction
to the highest bidder, with the condition that
it be removed and the ground where it’s lo-
cated be left clean and flat.

Board members heard a summary of “com-
prehensive achievement and civic readiness
(CACR) goals from NRHEG coordinator of
teaching and learning Mandra Peterson. The
goals and a report are required by the state
department of education and include specifi-

School Board
NRHEG

cations regarding students from pre-school
all the way through graduation.

Under CACR, districts must set measure-
ment standards in “All students are ready for
school,” “Preparing students to be lifelong
learners,” “All racial and economic achieve-
ment gaps between students are closed,” “All
students are ready for career and college,”
and “All students graduate from high
school.”

Approval was granted for a spring field trip
to Costa Rica, organized by teacher of Spa-
nish Joan Olson. Plans are ongoing, but
board members were told as many as 40 stu-
dents might be planning to attend.

Board members also approved the first
reading of new policy 902B, which pertains
to public use of the school’s outdoor proper-
ties. Meihak named playgrounds, ball fields,
and open areas owned by the district as the
types of property covered under the policy.
Among the restrictions associated with the
new policy is that exterior organizations will
not be allowed to use the outdoor spaces
when they are needed for school programs.
Along with that, there can be no disruption
to the school day, no use of motorized ve-
hicles on school property, and no damage to
the facilities.

The district’s required “Truth in Taxation”
presentation is scheduled for 6 p.m. Monday,
Dec. 15 at the secondary site in New Rich-
land. A regularly scheduled board meeting
will follow at 6:30 p.m.

The board’s organizational meeting for
2026 will take place at 5:30 p.m. Monday,
Jan, 5 in the Secondary school media center.
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advance
to state

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer

The five members of the
NRHEG FFA livestock judging
team won a place at this coming
April’s state competition during
an October contest in Arlington,
where 25 chapters were repre-
sented. Team members learned of
their accomplishment after re-
turning home; results of their
contest, they explain, are not
typically announced at the event.

Team members are Gus
Bethke, Olivia Johnson, Paige
Johnson, Abbie Viktora and
Lauren Wakefield.
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LIVESTOCK JUDGES - Members of the NRHEG FFA Livestock Judglng Team placed first in re-
gional competition in Arlington during October and will be taking part in state competition in April.
Team members are (from left) Gus Bethke, Lauren Wakefield, Olivia Johnson, Abbie Viktora, and

JB

JAMES BROS.
507.267.4789

construchion.com

Complete Septic Service and Installation * Excavation

Residential and Commercial Site Preparation and Utilities
Locally Owned and Operated since 1978

Scoring in their “Career Devel-
opment” category consists of an
averaging of the scores each of
the five achieve on a test, and
their individual success at eval-
uating six different classes of
livestock. Competitors do not
know until the animals appear
which “class” of livestock will be
brought before them. Among the
options are market pigs, breeding
heifers, dairy steers, breeding
ewes, and “keep/cull,” in which
team members are shown eight
animals and asked for their rec-
ommendations as to which
should remain part of the herd
and which should be sold.

Among 105 competitors, all

Paige Johnson.

six team members ranked in the
top 30, with respective placings
of 1,6,9, 12 and 29.

During competition, team
members are divided, so that no
two of them are in the same ses-
sion at the same time. They are
shown live animals, but do not
touch them.

“I didn’t expect to do as well as
we did,” comments Abbie Vik-
tora, who is competing in the cat-
egory for her second year. “But |
thought we’d do okay.” Viktora
says she is saving her nervous-
ness about the state competition
for a bit later in the school year,
since the state convention isn’t

until April. “But we’re really ex-
cited to be going to state.”

Gus Bethke observes that eval-
uations of animal conformation
have to rest on the intended use
for the animal, but that certain
elements, including skeletal
structure, and muscle are the
starting point for both. Bethke is
in his third year in the category;
he says competitions may in-
volve some stress, but he also en-
joys their social aspects,
including meeting new people
and making friends.

Paige Johnson, who achieved
the first-place ranking, is com-
peting in the category for the

third year. She says the practice
of averaging scores encourages
team members to work together
and build their skills as a group.
“If someone is having a bad day,
that can be moderated by other
people’s scores,” she observes.
She says the team works well to-
gether and supports one another.

Lauren Wakefield says she
likes the competition category
because, “you learn principles
you can apply. Wakefield is a 4-
H member and takes part in the
same category there. She has
taken show pigs to fair competi-
tions and also lives on a farm
where cattle are raised.
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Man charged in

fatal cra

By KAY FATE, STEELE
COUNTY TIMES

The surviving driver of a fatal
head-on crash near Hope earlier
this month has been charged with
felony criminal vehicular homi-
cide.

David Ramirez, 26, of Owa-
tonna, made his first appearance
Monday in Steele County District
Court, where he was also charged
with two counts of gross misde-
meanor DWL.

According to the statement of
probable cause, Ramirez had a
blood alcohol content of .20 after
the Nov. 4 crash near the intersec-
tion of 37th Avenue and 93rd
Street southwest.

Christine Possin, 71, of New
Richland, was the other driver.
The mother of nine and grand-
mother of 44 was pronounced
dead at the scene.

When Steele County Sheriff’s
deputies arrived, they found a
pickup diagonally on the road; an
SUV was in the west ditch, facing
north. Both vehicles had heavy
front-end damage.

Ramirez was sitting in the
driver’s seat, as well as an open
can of beer in the passenger side
door.

A handgun was found next to

sh

Christine Possin of New
Richland died in the Nov.
4 head-on crash near
Hope. The other driver in-
volved has been charged
with criminal vehicular
homicide for allegedly
being more than twice the
legal limit for alcohol.

the driver’s seat in Ramirez’s ve-
hicle, as well, the statement says.

A Minnesota State Patrol recon-
struction determined Possin was
driving south on 37th Avenue and
Ramirez was northbound when the
collision occurred.

Residents in the area called 911
after hearing the crash.

November Virtue of the Month

~ GOOD STEWARDS Sacred Heart school recognized stu-

dents for the November Virtue

l'l_l".'

bﬁ:

of the Month - Stewardship -

on Dec. 1. These young stewards were chosen for their con-
tinued selflessness, respect for themselves and others, and
putting others above themselves. Congratulations to Everly,
Nora, Leilani, Nash, Sophia, Henry, Alex, Michael, Mitchell

and Owen.

Waseca Office
215 ElIm Ave E
Waseca, MN
507-835-5240
888-835-5244

. 216 N Main St
: Janesville, MN
. 507-234-5106
| 888-980-1210

Your Trusted Local Law

1! l'-\.u-'.'

. Janesville Office

www.phblawoffice.com

FATTDN HOVERSTEN & BERG, PA

IATICN 7 ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Owatonna Office Faribault Office
. 150 W Park Sq @ 415 2™ Ave NW
: Owatonna, MN | Faribault, MN

. 507-451-9000

‘ . 507-332-7425
| 866-451-9010

Offices for Over 50 Years

Our Lady of
Guadalupe
Celebration
at Sacred Heart

Catholic Church
Saturday, Dec. 13

Mass at 5:00 p.m.

Music continues 6-8 pm
Free & open to public

Music by Mariachi America from 5t. Paul, performing

during the Mass and afterwards in the church hall from
b6-8 p.m. Mexican meal following Mass, in the church hall
provided by El Molino, Mexican Restaurant, Waseca.

This activity is made possible by the woters of Minnesota
through a grant from the Prairie Lakes Regional Arts Council,
thanks to a legislative appropriation from the Arts and Cultur-
al Heritage Fund.

Janesville Area Foundation

ONGOING GOOD - The Janesville Area Foundation Fund proudly distributed more than $12,000 in grants to support community
projects and organizations last week. Board members and grant recipients alike expressed gratitude that the interest from invested
funds can allow for such generous community support.

Exchange and Rotary
clubs join forces to

fund holiday meals

The Waseca Exchange Club and
the Waseca Rotary Club came to-
gether in a powerful display of col-
laboration and community spirit,
raising $2,750 in just two days to
support the Waseca Area Food
Shelf’s Thanksgiving meal pro-
gram. The funds were raised
through friendly internal giving
campaigns, with each club “filling
up” their Tom the Turkey displays
with colorful feathers representing
member donations.

Thanks to the rapid and generous
support of both Clubs, every
Thanksgiving meal requested by
local families has been fully funded.

Cindy Kolander, Executive Di-

rector of the Waseca Area Food
Shelf, shared her excitement:

“This check put us over the top,
all the meals have now been fully
funded. This is absolutely wonder-
ful. I cannot wait to tell our Board!”

Mikhail Rostislavovich, President
of the Waseca Exchange Club,
praised the joint effort:

“When service clubs come to-
gether with a shared purpose, the
impact is immediate and extraordi-
nary. In short order, we accom-
plished something that none of us
needed to do alone. Collaboration
accelerates compassion.”

Katie Gonzales, Co-President of
the Waseca Rotary Club, echoed the

GIVING - L to R, Exchange Club President Mikhail Rostislavo-

vich, Food Shelf Executive Director Cindy Kolander, and Rotary
Club Co-President Katie Gonzales.

spirit of unity:

“Working alongside the Ex-
change Club was not only inspiring,
it was fun. We didn’t compete; we
collaborated. And when we do that,
the entire community benefits. This
is what service is all about.”

This partnership highlights the
strength of Waseca’s service organ-
izations and their commitment to

ensuring every family in the com-
munity has the opportunity to enjoy
a warm and abundant Thanksgiving
meal.

For more information on how to
support the Waseca Area Food Shelf
or to learn more about Exchange
and Rotary service projects, please
contact either organization.

Appeals Court judge arrested in Steele County

Minnesota Court of Appeals
Judge Renee Worke of Owatonna
is facing legal trouble after being
arrested for suspicion of driving

while intoxicated over the
Thanksgiving weekend in Steele
County.

The Steele County Sheriff’s Of-
fice responded to a vehicle stuck
in a snow drift at U.S. Highway
14 and Interstate 35 around 9 p.m.
Saturday. A short time later, a dep-
uty arrested Worke for suspected

DWI and transported her to the
Steele County Detention Center in
Owatonna where she was booked
and later released.

As of Monday, Worke had not
been charged. Steele County At-
torney Robert Jarrett was out of
the office Monday and unavail-
able for comment about potential
charges.

According to Kyle Christopher-
son, communications specialist
with the State Court Admin-

istrator's Office, Worke will not be
placed on leave. "If the judge is
charged," he wrote, "the case will
move through the court system
like any other."

Worke was appointed to the
Minnesota Court of Appeals in
2005, elected in 2006 and re-
elected in 2012, 2018 and 2024.
Her current term expires in Janu-
ary 2031. Prior to the high court,
she served as a judge in Waseca
County.

Renee Worke
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CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH
2200 4th St NE, Waseca
507-835-2235
Service times 9:30 a.m.

* %k
4TH STREET EVANGELICAL CHURCH
605 4th St NE, Waseca
507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew Isker)
Worship Sundays 10 a.m
* ok %

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-3167
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m.

* ok %

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN
CHURCH
309 6th St NE, Waseca
507-835-9176
Worship Sundays 9 a.m., Sunday School/Fel-
lowship 10:15 a.m., Wednesday evening wor-
ship 6:30 p.m.
£ %k %

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca
507-833-1703
Sundays 9:00 a.m.

* ok *

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
314 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-2647
Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m.

* ok *

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-4548 (office email: 1cwaseca@hicko-
rytech.net)

Worship Sunday 10 a.m.

* ok ok

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca
507-835-1709
Worship Sunday 9 a.m.

* * *

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH
111 4th St NW, Waseca
Father Glenn Ferichs
507-835-1222
Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m., Tues. and Wed. at
8:30 a.m. and Thurs. at 7 a.m.; Saturdays at 5
p-m.
* * *
REAL LIFE CHURCH
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca
507-833-0017
Sunday worship 10 a.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-
DAY SAINTS
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca
507-835-4640
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m.
* * *
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1221 8th St SE, Waseca
507-835-2213
Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m.
* * *
CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca
507-833-1082
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun Evening 6:00
p-m., Wed. evening 6:30 p.m.
* * *

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir and
Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship
* ¥ *
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Otisco, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship
* * *
TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Mary Iverson
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sunday
School; 10 a.m. Coffee
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7 p.m.
Council meeting
* * *
LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sunday
School
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
ES ¥ *
VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship

=

GUARDIAN ENERGY

AMERICAN MADE, FARMER OWNED
www.guardiannrg.com

ETHANOL

VISTA EVANGELICAL
COVENANT CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Brian Schanil Pastor
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sunday
School
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Ministry, 1-3
p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and Yard Games, 6 p.m.
until dark
* ok %
ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Father Glenn Ferichs
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 4th Fridays p.m.
Mass
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m.
* * *
FIRST LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
Waldorf, Minnesota
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Larry Sipe
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m. Sunday
School and adult bible class
% %k %
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Freedom Township
Sunday — 9:15 a.m. Worship
* * *

ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* % *
ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC
Waldorf, Minnesota
Father Sammy Pothireddy
Saturday - 5 p.m. Worship
* * *
TRINITY LUTHERAN
Wilton Township
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor
Sunday — 8 a.m. summer worship; 10:45 a.m.
Worship starting Sept. 1
* * £
THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Brad Donner, Branch President
Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 11:20 a.m.
Sunday School
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities, ages 12-
18

USED
BOOKSTORE

RECYCLE YOUR BOOKS
WITH US

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
412 N. Main Street, Janesville
Pastor Jason Wolter
Rev. Timothy Contreras
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible Class, 10:30
a.m. Worship
* * *
JANESVILLE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
401 N. West St., Janesville
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship
ES £ *
BLOOMING GROVE UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH
43089 180th St., Morristown
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer worship hours,
(10:45 a.m. Worship, winter)
* * *
ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
307 W. 2nd St, Janesville
Father Robert Schneider
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. - Mass
£ ¥ *
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 Owen St., Janesville

Pastor Sarah Krolak
* * *

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL CHURCH
Alma City, Minnesota
Pastor Robert Harting
Sunday - 10 a.m. Wé)rshﬁi{p "

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Smiths Mill, Minnesota
Pastor Robert Harting
Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN CHURCH
ELCA
404 30 120th St. Waseca
Pastor Sarah Krolak
507-234-6463
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second sunday
“Young at heart”
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation
* * *

NOTE: CHANGES IN CHURCH CAL-
ENDARS MUST BE MADE BY NOTIFICA-
TION FROM A MEMBER OF THE
CONGREGATION TO THE WASECA
COUNTY PIONEER.

507-455-3440
eatonshooks@q.com
Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-3:30

602 North Cedar Ave Owatonna MN 55060
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Minnesota Riverbend
Brass Choir at Grace
Lutheran Church
Sunday, Dec. 7

The Minnesota Riverbend Brass
Choir will be presenting a concert
of sacred Advent and Christmas
brass ensemble music at 7 p.m. on
Sunday, Dec. 7 at Waseca’s Grace
Lutheran Church. The concert is
free and open to the public. Those
in attendance will be invited to
make a free will offering.

Coffee with Rep. Tom
Sexton Friday, Dec. 12

There will be another install-
ment of Coffee with Tom Sexton
in Waseca at the Chamber of Com-
merce office from noon till 1 p.m.
Friday, December 12.

Holiday Lights at the
Waseca County

Fairgrounds Dec. 12

and 13

There will be a Holiday Light
show at the Waseca County Fair-
grounds from 6-9 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Dec. 13. Non-perishable
food items will be collected for the
Waseca Food Shelf.

Santa Experience at
Farmamerica Dec. 12
and 13

Santa Claus will be a Farmam-
erica from 4-7 p.m. on Saturday,
Dec. 13. Stroll or enjoy a wagon
ride down to the farmyard, Santa
will be waiting. Sip hot choco-
late and meet friendly farm ani-
mals.

Mariachi Music at
Sacred Heart Church

Saturday, Dec. 13

Sacred Heart Church in
Waseca is featuring Mariachi
music from 5 to 8 p.m. on Dec.
13, as part of the Our Lady of
Guadalupe Celebration. Mass
begins at 5 p.m. Mariachi Amer-
ica will perform during Mass and
afterwards in the church hall
from 6 to 8 p.m. This event is
free and open to the public.

Indigo Moon at Indian

Island Winery Dec. 13

Indian Island Winery will host
Indigo Moon from 5:30-8:30 p.m.

on Saturday, Dec. 13.

Pinnacle Pro Wrestling
at The Mill on

Saturday, Dec. 13

The Mill in Waseca will host
Pinnacle Pro Wrestling from 6-
10 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 13. Fea-
turing Royal Flavuh, Paul Virk,
Petey Brown, Joey Avalon, Tori
Fox, Lonzo “The Chicano”
Romero, Carlos Oliva, Calvin
Kelly, “Outlaw” Sadie Belle,
Manico, Kit Sackett, Garrison
Creed and Eli Perez.

Waseca Community
Education Brochure live

online Dec. 15

The Waseca Community Edu-
cation winter brochure will be
live online beginning Dec. 15.
Area residents can  visit
https://waseca.ce.eleyo.com/ to
learn about and register for
courses, activities, and events.
More information is available
from the Community Ed office at
507-835-5626.

Holiday Party at The

Mill on Friday, Dec. 19
The Mill will host a Holiday
Party from 6 to 11 p.m. on Friday,
Dec. 19. Music from the Mud
Dogs will highlight the evening.
Part holiday party and part birth-
day party for community volunteer
Mark Pehrson who is turning 75.

Holiday Lights at the
Waseca County

Fairgrounds Dec. 19

and 20

There will be a Holiday Light
show at the Waseca County Fair-
grounds from 6-9 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Dec. 20. Non-perishable
food items will be collected for the
Waseca Food Shelf.

Waseca County Winter
Farmers Market at

Farmamerica Dec. 20

There will be a winter farmers
market at Farmamerica from 8
a.m. till noon Saturday, Dec. 20.
Find locally grown, baked and
made while supporting our local
producers. Farmamerica is lo-
cated at 7367 360th Ave.,
Waseca.

‘Ask a Trooper’:
pulling a trailer

Question: Is it illegal for a ve-
hicle pulling a trailer to have a lad-
der or ramp hanging from the side
of the trailer?

Answer: You are able to have
ladders or ramps secured to the
side of an enclosed trailer as long
as you do not exceed the width of
8 feet 6 inches. This is the maxi-
mum dimension that may be oper-
ated on Minnesota roadways
without a special permit. The max-
imum height is 13 feet 6 inches. If
you exceed the height or width,
then you would have to apply for
an oversize permit.

A few trailer safety tips:

- Make sure the pulling unit of
the trailer has the towing capacity
to pull the trailer safely.

- Check the trailer tires for
proper tire pressure and the con-
ditions of the tires. If the trailer has
not been used recently, check the
tread and for any cracking on the
side walls.

- Make sure you have the proper
ball size required for the trailer.

- Be sure the safety chains are
connected and all the lights are
working properly.

- Adjust your mirrors so you can
see behind the trailer when towing
it.

- Adjust your trailer brakes ac-
cording to the load. For example,
if you’re towing a heavy boat you
would need to increase the brake
press compared to pulling an
empty boat trailer.

You can avoid a ticket — and a
crash — if you simply buckle up,
drive at safe speeds, pay attention
and always drive sober. Help us
drive Minnesota Toward Zero
Deaths.

If you have any questions con-
cerning traffic related laws or is-
sues in Minnesota send your
questions to Sgt. Troy Christian-
son — Minnesota State Patrol at
2900 48th Street NW, Rochester
MN 55901-5848. You can also
email him at:
Troy.Christianson@state.mn.us.

1 13 NORTH EXPRESS LUBE

I NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED!
I WAYNE NELSON

I Owner/Operator
1201 North State St.

I  waseca, MN 56093

| Hours:

1 MON - FRI
8:30 AM - 6:00 PM

i SAT

| 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM

i

507-833-7667

$3 OFF

ANY SERVICE
WITH THIS COUPON

A

¢ Oil Change e Air Filter

VALVOLINE

e Gabin Air Filter e Fuel System Clean

e Serpentine Belt Replacement
e Transmission Fluid Change
¢ Power Steering Fluid Flush

e Check Engine Light Reset

e Antifreeze Test ¢ Battery Test

Waseca

25 years ago

What was the 5th grade class grateful for in 2000?:

Danny Waterhouse, Thanksgiving means to give thanks for what you
have. I am thankful for my family, food, and my warm house. I am also
thankful for everything else I have. I am thankful for what I am. I am also
thankful for my parents. I think it is nice that someone puts a roof over
my head. I am thankful for my safety. I am thankful for the people that
teach me. It is really nice for them to take time out of their day to come
and teach me. I am mostly thankful for being in Waseca.

Chelsea Eberline, Thanksgiving means family to me - and food! All our
family gets together on the third Thursday of November, except for my
aunt who lives in Hong Kong. We have turkey, ham, stuffing, mashed po-
tatoes (my favorite), beans and stuff like that. But my favorite part about
Thanksgiving is seeing my family. We really never get to see each other
but only on Christmas, Thanksgiving, and our family vacation. So it is
cool to see our family together. That’s what Thanksgiving means to me.

Megan Dobberstein, Thanksgiving means to me, a time to get together
with friends and family. A time to have fun. A time to remember the Pil-
grims and Native Americans. A time to be happy, a time to remember
things from the past. A time to be thankful that you’re alive. A time to
thank your family and friends. A time to feel good about yourself and what
you’ve done. A time to be nice and thankful to everyone around you. A
time to eat. A time to look into the future. A time to be thankful for every-
thing that you own and know. A time to be thankful for everything that
everyone has done for you. There are a lot more things that Thanksgiving
means to me. Thanksgiving is one of my favorite times of the year.

- Bluejay swim team will have their home opener Monday at 4:30
p-m. when they host Montgomery. Front row left to right are: Allan
Kuchenbecker, Greg Voenigs, Jeff Worke, John E. Conway, Marty
Hofmeister and Steve Schroeder. Back row left to right are: team
manager Brian Nelson, Peter Scheffert, Mark Hildebrandt, Dave Eck-
enrod, Craig Muedeking, Greg Ristau and coach Bill Zishka. Not pic-
tured are: Scott Seewald, Mark Pontius, Jim Shoenhard, Mike Wirtz,
Troy Warweg and Hahn Nguyen.

50 years ago

- Last week’s blizzard had a total of six storm-related deaths across Min-
nesota. Three of those people were urban residents may avoid a similar
fate as local Boy Scout Troop 85 has decided to take on a project to help
out senior citizens. The scouts will shovel sidewalks for these people upon
request. Many of the people who need this service are on fixed social se-
curity incomes and don't have the money to pay for the service. However,
the scouts will not ask for money and any contribution will be voluntary.

- Russ Ingram, Northwestern Bell Telephone repairman for the Waseca
office is a hero, or at least he is to two Waseca boys who came close to
drowning in Icy Loon Lake Friday afternoon. But Ingram, who won’t
admit he is a hero, only says, “It was a case of being in the right place at
the right time.” The drama began shortly before 4 p.m. Friday when In-
gram was repairing a case of trouble (a terminal on a telephone pole) in
the Lakeview Trailer Court on West Elm Ave. The boys, 10 and 11, had
been riding their bikes on the lake when the 10 year old boy fell through
the ice. His 11 year old friend tried to save his buddy, but fell in himself
after rescuing his friend.

- Waseca area families are needed to host English speaking European
visitors as guests in their homes for a 10 day period during 1976 it was
announced today by the American Host Foundation. American Host is one
of the few non-governmental programs designed to show the American
way of life to foreign visitors by pairing them with American families,
and has been endorsed by the American Revolution Bicentennial Admin-
istration as a nationwide home hospitality program for the Bicentennial
year.

75 years ago

- Mr. and Mrs. Leo Praxl received a letter from their son, Cpl. John F.
Praxl, informing them that he has been wounded for the second time while
engaged in the fighting in Korea. He states that he and the soldier with
him were wounded by a hand grenade thrown by a Chinese communist
soldier. A fragment of steel which had entered near his right ear was re-
moved after he was taken to a hospital at Pyongyang, the Capital of North
Korea.

- Eight men will leave Waseca today for induction into the armed serv-
ices. Five more will leave for duty Dec. 5. The men will be sworn into the
service. From there they will be assigned to duty with various units. In-
ductees leaving today include: Wilbert E. Yess, Melvin R. Weber, William
L. Draheim and Herbert G. Gahler, all of Waseca. Robert G. Billing and
LaVerne Seberson of New Richland, Lenard E. Erdman of Janesville and
Joe Arriaga of Wichita Falls, Texas who has been employed here and will
leave from the Waseca county selective service office.

- Joann Wilker, 14, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Wllker, 308 3rd
Ave. N.E. escaped with only bruises and broken glasses Monday afternoon
when she was nudged by a car driven by Gorden Musel of Waseca. The
mishap occurred near the post office at about 4:45 p.m. as she told the
story Joann was crossing the street and apparently did not see Musel’s car
approaching. Her knee struck the bumper of the car which threw her into
a car parked along the curb.

100 years ago

- George Wobschall was elected commander of Waseca Post 228 of the
American Legion at the annual meeting held Tuesday evening of last
week. Other officers elected were Max Opstein, vice commander; Arthur
Pommerening, adjutant, and Arthur Alland, treasurer.

- Broadway, the community south of Waseca, has a bunch of boys and
girls who have carried off some laurels in club work this year. William
Echtersuch, whose picture appears on the farm page of this issue, hails
from Broadway. Others from that community who are in club work are
Nora Mochoff, a calf club girl who took first in a class of twelve on her
grade Holstein; Helen Klessig, Ivan and Leonard Lange, Pearl and Ruby
Lewer who have showed in.

- The annual meeting of the Waseca County Farm Bureau will be held
at the Court House on Dec. 3, 1925, at Waseca. The meeting will begin at
11 o’clock in the forenoon. Mr. Frank Palmer of St. Paul and Pedar Ped-
erson of the lowa Farm Bureau will be the speakers of the occasion. Mr.
Pederson is a very able speaker on Farm Cooperation. He is speaking at
several Farm Bureau meetings in Southern Minnesota including Blue
Earth county which is on the 2nd. Don’t fail to hear him. Mr. Balmer,
county agent leader, will discuss the progress of the work in Minnesota.
Everyone is invited to attend this meeting. Free lunch will be served.

New Richland

25 years ago

- Kari Klug spent ten days as a People To People Student Ambas-
sador in England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales in July. A contrib-
ution toward her expenses was made by the New Richland Lions
Club. Thursday evening Kari shared her experience of the trip with
Lions members. Lions members found her album of 400 photos very
interesting. Seated is Lion Gary Lust. Other Lions standing are from
the left: Earl Parriott, Bob Frisk, Stan Getskow and Dale Bay-
erkohler.

- More than 200 attended the 4-H Achievement Day dinner and
awards presentations at FarmAmerica, Sunday, November 12. 4-H’ers,
friends and donors celebrated the many accomplishments of the past
year by Waseca county 4-H members. Michelle Singlestad received the
4-H Key Award, the highest recognition a 4-H member can receive state-
wide. She also earned the 4-H Spirit Award for outstanding leadership
and involvement in the 4-H program. Matt Hines and Pam Kipp were
awarded the “I Dare You” plaques given to emerging youth leaders in
the county. Steve Scheffert, who directed the county Arts-in program re-
ceived the Volunteer of the Year plaque.

- Plans continue to replace the New Richland Care Center res-
ident van soon. Staff members at the Care Center have been assist-
ing in various ways, including by holding fundraisers. Recently, a
$1,000 check to be added to the funds was presented to Care Center
Administrator Sue Johnson by Elmer VandenHeuvel from Geneva’s
Community Lutheran Endowment.

50 years ago
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- Roy Johnson of New Richland points to one of the interesting
stamps he has in his extensive collection. He has every issue from
1940 - to the present time in glass cases. That's 35 years of stamps
under glass. Of course he has a large collection of older stamps,
which is not complete. In the background is just one of the tool
boards in his neatly arranged shop behind his home, here.

- Postmaster Tom Baynes announced this week the appointment of
Donald L. Smith as rural mail carrier on Route 1, New Richland, replac-
ing W.E. “Bud” Mertz.

i L .fe
- Lynn Ewald of Waldorf exhibited the champion Polled Hereford
heifer in the junior show at the recent American Royal Livestock
Show in Kansas City, Mo. Picture with KF Miss Boj Wdr 69, who
topped the summer yearling class of the 33-head show are from the
left: Lynn’s brother, Jay Ewald; Judges Larry and Elizabeth Coon,
Bethel, Mo.; and Lynn’s brother Guy Ewald at halter. The winning
heifer, a June 18, 1974, daughter of Gold Trophy Sire Kiyiwana New
Trend, was bred by Kiyiwana Farm, Stormville, N. Y.

75 years ago

- Mr. and Mrs. Ray H. Miller announce the arrival of a son, Neil Alan,
at the Memorial hospital, Waseca, December 21.The little fellow is the
third child in the family and weighed in at 7 pounds, 10 ounces. Mrs.
Miller and son were released from the hospital Christmas and returned
to their home west of town.

- Heilman Brothers Garage, local GMC truck dealers were the suc-
cessful bidders for the new school bus which the New Richland school
board had advertised for estimates. The new bus will be a 2-ton GMC
chassis fitted with a Superior 42-48 passenger body. Cost for the bus
complete will be $4992.70 with delivery promised by April 1.
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Commercial, agricultural and personal banking
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Waseca, MN 56093
PH: (507) 835-4220
FX: (507) 835-7751
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Member

FDIC

=

DAL HOUSING
LENDER

52rv1ce
321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN

Call Us! (507) 835-4610

teschservice@mediacombbh.net
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JWP girls seek more success
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D™ jcjkeZcjk ™ iekWjjhkikcjezeYjh]j
Ufck OihjeXdaajQNia_fcuQ5j ™ Wjcgfh
6dY "k G]~ Ffak Ydcaelk e\Fegek gj i/ ek dh
cj1jhokVjiceb

FieJjgWiaakdekhfkj2]j \gifhb

Oiegk Vjiclek Fzaa_fyek \fegj_k ih
d™\cjeedXjkSdnQateekcj]fc_kFUkP7Q7[
R7QRkdhkg™ jkAF\™ jekEFhUjcjh] jb

Fcih_fhk AFjWjak jhjcek “dek g dc_
Vjick iek g™ Jk FZaa_fyek “ji_k]Fi] [
ih_k ~jk WedhYek Sdg™k ~d ik 77QRR
cj]fc kg gk Udcegk ¢Stk ejiefhetk Oieg
Vjiclekejiefhk jh_j_k Sdg k ikafeek dh
g gk eZWQej]gdFhk Udhiaetk AFjWjak de
ieedegj k Wvk ;~davk *aefhlk 9d0
XJWidkih_k=h_cjik -z cFhwi] ™

HB.~kej iaaVkj2]dgj kiWFZgkg ™ dekejiQ
efh[Hkeid_kAFjWjakHNJkYci_Zigj_ki
Uj SkIjViNaiVjcekS™ FkSjcpkikwdYk\icg
Uk FZck \cFYCINk WZgk Sjk cjgzehk 1
egeFhYk Jfcjk YcFZ\k Sdg™k XiaZiWaj
J2\jcdgh]gokNjkiaefk ™ iXgkeF~NjkoiaQ

Jhgy_kzh_jclaiee™jhkS™ Fk8kWjadjXj
Tihkegp \kZ\kih_k~ i JgkikWaYkd~~\i]ob
*Xjciaafk8kg dhIkSjk ™ iXjko jk\dj]je
gFkWjkikXjcVkefad_kgj 1MH

z JV\aiVjclafeejekicFMaiegkejiefh
dh]aZ_jk5cjeaj Vk0i™je[k9daaVkGoci Zee
ih_k 6F\JkMa~Njak 0~ Jek Siekg™ j
g iNek] i\gidhkih_kMjUhedXjk5aiVjc
TUkg™ jko%j ickS ~dajkj ichdhYkiaaQ] FhujcQ
Jjhlgkih_k=Ti_jd]k=aGoigjkc1FYQ
hdgdfhik G jk 1aefk aj_k ¢” Jk e+Zi_k dh
cJWFZh_dhYtkGgciZeekSiekiaefkik]1\Q
gidhkjichahYkih_kcj13dXj_ko~ jkoji™e
M=>NAk>Sic_b

@jgZchdhYk ig ajgjek icjk ZiXij~
Njd™ jegk 4LQUFFQTK YZic_3[k KdJiVai
N~ jjaf]Jk 4L0Bk YZic_3[k :igjavh
*aefhk4LQ,k YZic_3[k - SVhhk = ciZej
ALQ7k YZic_3[k ;aadjk Kfce] dnYk 4LQB
YZic 3k ih_k >ZWcjVk >_i7 ek 4LQRC
UfcSic 3

H*hjkFUkFZekWaYY jegkegcjhYg ™ ekg ™ de
ejiefhk Sdaak Wjk FZck +Zd]Ihjeek ih_
FXjciaak JFh_dgdFhdnY[Hkeid_k AFjWjab

HNJ.cjkiWajkgFkeZhkg™ jkUaFfckS jaskih_
\ai VkigkikUiegk\i]jbH

D~ jk Fzaa_fYek aefk affIk gfk W)
egcFhYkFhikg™ Jk_jujhedXjkjh_b

HMjUjhedXjavik Sjk gidjgk \cd_jk th
TEMN\JgdhYkagkak~dY kapXja[Hk ™ jkeid_b
HD ™ igk Sdaak ] FhodhZ jkgFkWjk ikWaYk \icg
FUkFZckd_jhgagviH

ATjWjak~ F\jekgFFXjc]F N jkikai]d
Uk~ jdY glkih_kadegj_kK]JF~Zhd]igdfh
iekefjg  dhYkgFkSTedkfhb

HN]J.cjk hfgk g™ jk giaajegk gy ik ef
Sj.aakhjj_kofkUF]Zek FhkcjWwFzh_dhy
ih_kZedhYk fZcke\jj_kgfk FZck i_XihQ
gi Y J[Hk eid_k AfjWjab
HEF~Zhd] igifhk Fhk g” gk TFZegk de
ihfg jck icjik Sj.cjk Sfcldhyk gf
t™\cFXjk 1afhYk Sdg”k JFhgdhzZdhYk gf
\aiVk Ufck Ji]~k Fg~ jck Th_k egiVk ]FhQ
hjlg_k S™jhk Sjk Uiljgk 1_XjcedgV
g cFZY ™ FZgkg™ jkejiefhh

D gk JjVk ofk ez]]jeek Ufck g7
Fzaa_fYe[ki]]fc_dhYkgfk AFjWjalkicj
g jk icjiek ~jk giadj_k iWFZgk dhk g7 j
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e+Zi_lekegejhYg ekih_kSjiJhjeejeb
HNjlcjkaffIdnYkUfcSic_kgFkikYcjig

VjicHkeid_kAFjWyakH8k Jih.gk SidgkgF

ejJkS T agkg” JkYdcaek] ihkiJ]1F ™ \ade™ H
AfjWjakej jekONSkih_k/7@6 ; Akie

g gk UiXfedgjek dhk ¢ jk AF\"jc
EfhUjch]jlk Sdg™k ¢"jk FZaa_ fYe[
/ST _(WFZhyk >jed]ik  ih_
Aajh]FjoGdaXjckQiJjkieky” jkoj i ekgF
Wj igkdhkG JgdFhkP>b

D . :
4DHKFKCHK7X6X#TOMVSQ <TOWRX?SWUXOQAXSSRXTXNTIOAK :ORPQ?XVLW

G-G(0G, XUWTUSQ=X TW UXtOUVXSQWXRWTUSQIVLWXE B DX8SJU X8 TUSWVSTI
VWT @XPUXS AVP@PUVP/ =XKKROOXKXXXXXXXXKKKKKRKKKK4+36 . 22417 = 6567*%T7 13" "7, &5(2.. 0

Optimism reigns for JWP boys
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D™ jcjlek hfk SiVk g™ Jk OihjeXdaajQ
Nia_felQ5j WicgFhiwFvelkWiedjoWiaa
0 1] ThhFgkWkF\gd~degd TkiWFZekg™ j
PCPLQPBkej iefhb

D jk FZzaa_fYek cjgZchk ia™feg
JXjevFhjklcFkike+Zi_kg™ igkUdhde™ j_
PLOLk FXjciask ih_k SThkg™ jk AF\" jc
EfhUjcjh]jk] ™ iM\dFhe d\kigkR 1QRb

0iNje[kWjYdhhdhYk ™ dekRCy kejiefh
iekg” JkFZaa_fYelk “ji_kIFi] [k ieki
Jicjjck cj]fc_k FUk RIPQRC,bk 6jle
ieedegj k Wvk AiWcdjak 6iZjclk Sdg”
Efhhjck K FegFhk]Fi] dhYkg™ jk)Zhdfc
XicedgVIk K iggkMi~aWjcYk ™ ih_adhYkg j
EQe+Zi_[k ih_k 9jhhvk zcfaak ih_
0f“hhVkMie] " jck YZd_dhYkg™ jk)Zhdfc
“dYkgjiNed

ZJVk Yei_Zigjek Ufck g~ jk FZaa_fYe
Sjcjk 9ih_fhk 0F hefhk 4,bLk \Fihge
ih_k IbTk cjWFZh_ek \jck YiNjk iek 1
egicgjclk ;9" ihk Ffchk41bRk \Fdhgek ih_

Lb7kcJWFZh_ek\jeckYi~~jkiekikegicgjc”
ih_k 8eidi~k Fjch_g[k ik gF\Qhfg]~
_JUgh_jckih_kJjVicjWfzh_ja

D™ jkFZaa_FYekcjoZehkikaicYkYcFZ\
FUkcjgZchdhYkXicedgVkig ajgjefkdh]az_Q
dhYk ejhdfcek MiZagFhk FiZjck 4LQUFFyQ
RCk \fdhgk YZic_3[k EiajWk $Ziegk 4BQC
UfcSic_3kih_k Tih_jckDjcWj jegk 4BQC
YZic_3[k)Zhdfeek AiXdhkNjj_~ ihk4LQ
RCk YZic_3k 5icJyck AjicdgVk 4LQRR
YZic_3k ih_k 0jWcjVk G~ FheFhk 4BQ1
UfcSic_3k Th_k ef\"Ffcjek 0i2fh
NFalk4LQ,kYZic_3[kDVefhk = cFhwi]™
ALORRKYZic_3kih_k AiXdhk FiZjck4BQP
YZic_3

N ig_fjekEFI] kOINjekj2\j]o#

HDFkd™MN\eFXjkUcF~k g™ jkWjYdhhdhy
TUkg™ kegiefhkgfkg™ jkyh_[Hk " jkeid_b
HNGk iaefk j2\jJok ofk TF~M\jojk Ufck i
Jfhujcgh]jkih_kejJodFhkgdgajbH

>k jUdhdggk egcyhYg™k Ufck g7
FZaa_fYekdekYZic_k\aiVb

HNjke™ fZa_kWjkegcFhYkahkWiaak™ ihQ

_adhY[k e~ FfgdhYk ih_k e\jj_[Hk eid_
Qi jebk H*Zck YZic_k _j\g~k dek XjeV
_JI\k_FShkg~cfzY™ FZgkFZck\cFYci™
Njk icjk ~F\dhYk FZck _jUjhejk dek 1
egcjhYg kg gk ~ja\ek Zek Jejugjk jieV
WieJjgedH

D™ jk JFi] lek WaYYjegk J¥h]jchk de
ed0jtk 6jk ~F\jek egcFhYk cjwFzh_dhy
Sdaak” Ja\kg~ JFXJC] T jkdgb

HNJkSdaakWke ™ 1aafkefkcjWFzh_dhy
Sdaak Wik 1k jM\ " iedek g~ dek VyicHkeid_
0iNjeb

D gk JjVk ofk ezZ]jeek Ufck ¢ j
Fzaa_fYek de[k i]]1fc_dhYk gfk 0i~je[
“FSkgTjVk _jUgh_k ih_kcjWfzh_ek gf
Udhde ~k\Feejeedfheb

HD ™ igkSdaak_d]gigjk” FSkSjaakg~dhYe
YFkUfckZe[Hc Jkeid_b

0iNjek \d]Jek Dedgfhlk = jhVFhq
Nihi~dhYfih_k@ih_fa\"k iek ]fhQ
Ujcgh]jk UiXfedgjetk G\edhYUdja_k ih_
KihJigfk 9fVFaik aFfIk gfk Wik g7
UiXfcdgjekdhkGj JgdFhkP=D

Grizzlies appear ready to roar

D™ jk N ; K&ONS5k Aci0Oadjek affJ
cji_Vk gfk cFick Ufck g~ jk PCPLQPB
ScjegadhYkejiefhb

Ny~ kegeFhYkejhdfckaji_jce d\kih_
ik ~fegk Flk giaghgj_k Zh_jclaiee™jh[
1607 ji_kIfi] " jek>_i~k@Fjeajckih_
GJIVajck 5jgcVk icgk ~F\dhYk gFk Udja_k i
egcFhYke+Zi b

Gyhafck Fei_Vk KZe\™VIk ¢S j
egigjk +Ziadldjck Th_k FhjQudnNj
\ai]j SdhhjclkSdaakWjkg™ jk]Fchjcegfhj
FUkg™ jkadhj Z\bkIKZe\ ™ Vkaj i_ekcjgZehd)
hjjekdhkhj icavkjXjcVkegigdegd] iak]igjQ
YFeVk WFiegdhYk =Pk Jicjjck Sdhelk LT
\dhe[kih_kikiT7,kSdhhdhYk\jc]jhgi Yjb

>fhYkg™ jkzh_jclaiee™jhk)Zhdfc
DcjVk @d] ic_ek ih_k Ucje™ " ihk egigj
+ZiadldjckFejh_jhkKieefkickj2\j]gQ
J_koF\aiVkJjVkcFajebk@d] " ic_e[kS™F
SieledY ™ gkdhkg™ JkNd2kg PN 1. JkC dekUdeeg
egigjk gFZchi~jhglk \fegj_k 1Lk Sdhe
aiegkej iefhkSdy kRLkUiaaekih_kikoB 1B
Sdhk cigjtk KjihS dyjk Kieef
hfg] " j_kPBkSdhekih_kRTk\dhekdhk " de
_JWZgkejiefhk S™d] kath_j_k “d~kdh
g jk egiggk gFZchjvk Ck di™M\cjeedX]
hZ~Wjcekg™ igk~ dngkigk™>1)FekZ\ed_jb

DFYJg JckiKZe\"V.ekejhdfekaji_jcQ
e d\k Th_k g~ gk jNjeYgh]jgk fuk vFzhy
giajhgelad Jk@d] " ic_ekih_kiKieefkYdXj
g"jk AcdOOadjek ik egcFhYk UFZh_igdfh
ih_kIF™\jodgdXjk_j\g k" Ji_dhYkdhgf
§ jkejiefhb

D~ jk AcdOOadjek affJIk gfk Udaak eFj
ieedXgk e Fjek g dek ejiefhk ilgjc

TYLER HUB

Yei_ZighhYkFhjkfukg™ gk~ Fegk_j]feig)
J_kejhdfck]aieejekdhk\cFYci™k ™ degfc\h
SJJYihkzZWiask™ ji_adhjekg™ jk_j\icQ
gZcjekiekikg cyjQudjkegigjk] 1M\dfh
ih_kg jk\cFYci~.ekJicjjckaji_jckfc
JafejkgFkdgkdnkhj icavk g XjcVk]igy YFevh
> ZWiaak ~1_k RTPk Jicjjck Sdhe[k RRR
\dhe[kih_kikb,B=b

>aefk Yci_ZiglhYk Siek Eicefh
5JgcVIkikPCPLkegigjk] ™ 1/M\dFhlkg " cjjQ
gd™ gk \ai]jgcfk 1h_k UFZcQod™jk egigj
+Z1adUdjckS™ F]FhgedWzZgg_kRI=kJicjjc
Sdhe[k 1Tk gj] hd]iak Uraae[k ih_k i
cjicdiWajk R=Pk giJj_FShelk >XjcV
?iaafk 1k ¢STQ™jk egigk +ZiadUdjc[
WeFZY gk ] Fhedeggh]Vkih_kYcdgkgFkg™ j
Z\\jck SjdY gelk S dajk Ki__f2
Kfejhfk ik egiggk +Ziadudjck ~dejal[
Siekikegji_Vi\cjejh]jkS™ figiaadj kLT
TicijckSdhekih_kITk\dheb

D dek ejhdfck Jaieek JFWdhj_k Ufc
gk g” ihk L=Ck gfgiak Sdhe[k I[CRI
g 1M\ Fdhgekih_khj icaVkPLCk\dheb

HD™ jdckaji_jce d\[kSTcIkjg d][kih_
iWdadgVk gk \JcUfc™k Zh_jck \cjeeZcj
SdaakWkg™ JkWAYY jegkY i \ekgFkUdaa[Hkeiid_
@fjeajh

Gjhdfcek 5icIjck 0iNjek 1h_k Fjh
@Ffgk1_kg~ jdckej iefhek]Zgke™ Fgkaieg
VyiclkWZgk Sdg™k 1k " jiag~ VkcjgZehk icj
\cd™j_k gfk gk i) ek ¢\ ]ged
017Njek iacji_Vk \cFXj_k ~jk Jihk Sdh
N ig] " JekdhkWzh] ™ jek Sdg~k P,k Xd]gfQ
cdjekih_kRBk\dhe[kS ~dajk@Ffgk\d]Jj_
Z\kRCkSdhekilgjck] £ dhYkWi] Jkdhkg™ j
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aiegkg~de_kFlkg” jkejiefhb

0zZhdfce :iXjhk G jj Vk 1h_
Dcjhgfhk 62Wjck Sdaak afF Ik gFk Wk JJV
JFhgedwzZgFeekdhkg™ JkZ\\jckSjdY ~geb

KJjihS™daj[k ejhdfck >XjcVk FcjVjc
egj \ekihgFkik]cZ]diakeFajkieky™ jkgyi™.e
hj Sk JiIXvVSjdY =g

>k _icJk ~Feejkgfk Sig] "k dek ejhdfe
E icajek>_ie[kFhjk Flkg™ jk “ic_jeg
SteJjcekdnkg” JkFllejiefhb

HY6FZhYk \cFe\j]ok0i]Jegjhk = hde™[
ikUcje~ ih[k Yidhj_k XicedgVk j2\jcd)
Jh]jkaiegkVyid

Ndg~k ik JF~Wdhigafhk Flk cjgzehdhy
giaghglk”~ yiag~ VkXjgjcihelkih_k~ZhYcV
Zh_jclaiee™Njhlk g™ jk Acd0Oadjek ~1Xj
ejXjciakScjegajcek]i\iWajkFlkgZchdnY
“ji_ek ih_k ™ iJddnYk WYk )Z™\ek g~ de
ejiefhb

HB. NP\ gd~degd ]k IWFZgkg™ jkZ\]F™NQ
dhkejiefh[Hkeid_k@FjeajdkHNjk™ iXj
ikegcFhYk ] fejk YeFZ\kcjgzehdhYk Sdg™
XiaZiWajkXicedgVkj2\jedgh]j[kih_kfZc
TllejiefhkSTcdk™ 1ek\ZgkZekdhkikYFf _
\FedgdFhkgF ] F~\Jogkagkak~dY kajXjab
Ndg~dhk g~ jk AR\ jck EFhUjch]jlk 8
WjadjXjk Sk WjaFhYk dnk g™ igk gF\k gdjc
iafhYed_jk - jhvFhQNihi~dhYfk ih_
DedgFhbkNJ . XJk\cFXjhkSjk]ihkScjeQ
gajk Sdg”k thvFhjk S™jhk Sj.cjk _de]d)
\adhj_kih_k~jiag"Vkih_k8kj2\j]okZe
gFkWjkedY ™ gkdhkg™ jk~d2kUfck ik ]FhujcQ
Jh]jkgdoagbH

9ffJdhYkigkg jkGj]edfhk P>kaih_Q
e]i\j[kdg.ek j2\jJog_kofk Wjk ik Wiggajb
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zJhvFhQNihi~dhY ke dek 1aSiVe
gFZY kih_kSjaaQ]Fi] " j_[kih_kDcdgfh
“iekikefad_kadhjZ\[kWZgkg jkAcd0Oadje
“iXjkg” jkgiaghgkih_k~~dh_ejokgfk]hQ
gjh_kufckg™ jkof\ke\Fg

H*Zck YFiak dek gFk Wik ScjegadhYk fZc
Wjegkdhk? jWeZicVk CkWg kdh_dXd_ZiaQ
avkih_kiekikgy i Chih_kgfk~Nidjgki
_JiN\kczhk dhk g~ jk \Fegejiefh[Hk eid_
@fjeajo

Efhedegjh]Vk ih_k i]]fZhgiWdadgV
icjkJczd]diakgFkg™ jkj i

HNGK iXgkgFkg M\ ied0jkg™ jkWied]e
IXJeVk_iVk Ck\FedgdFhanY[k] Fh_dgdFhQ
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dhY[k ih_kUdhde~dhYk~ig] ™ jekegeFhY[H
eid k @Fjeajok HOUk FZck Scyegajcek Jih
egiVUF] Zej_kFhkg™ jk_jgidaekih_kWedhY
JhicYVkgFkXjcVk\cigd] j[kSj .aak]afej
9" JkYI\kFhig™ JlgP\\cFYciNelkGgiVdhY
Tjiag Ik NiJddhk SydY gk g7 gk cdY g
SiVk ih_k Wzda_dhYk JFhud_jh]jk dh
JXJVRId kUcF Mg P\kgFWFgg BN SdaakW
JJVIH

@fjeajckeid kg™ jkAcdOOadjelk j2\j10
gigdFhek N VWK™ dY ™ [WZgkg™ JVicjkejia)
degd]b
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A7 9+,789,30.8::;<2<51<6
Mj JokRkigkK dhhbk ™ iaajVk9Zg™ jeih[kT<RL
Mj JokPkXebk9EN K kTk\bb
Mj JokLkXebk@ih_fa\"kTk\o
MjTokRPkigk = jhvFhQNihi~NdhYFKT\ N
MjTokRBigkN 5 K[KTk\b
MjTHR, kigh/ @6 ; AKTK\bD
Mj bkPPkXetkGgbkEaidc[kT<RL
Mj JkPBKigkFjg~ ihVk8hXikDFM
MjIkPTkigkFjg ™ ihVk8hXakDFM
MjTkP=kigkFjg~ ihVk8hX)kDFM
OihikIkXebkG\cdhYUdja_kigk = ieeFh[kRK\b/
0ihikBkXetk9J GZjZc)6 jh_jceFhKTk\I"™M
Oihk=kXebkIKj_Ufc_[KTk\0"
OihikRIkigk—hdgj_kGFZg kEjhgcialkTk\o/™N
0ihikRBKXetk& 1VUdja_[kTk\b"N
0ihikRTkigkGINKE ™ cdegdi h[kRR<I Ckib™
0ihbkPCkXetkN ; K[KTK\IM
OihikP IkigkFaFF/ dhYkScidedj [KTk\bN
0ihikPBkXetk/ @6 ; AKTK\bND
OihikP=kXetkFjg~aj ~ J/N=>Ti_j VKB ™M
2JWhkPkXetkNiej i [kTk\N
2 JWhkBkigkDedgFh[KTk\b N
2 JWok=Ki gkGaWa VK ; TegkTk\bN
2JWkRPki gk K j_Ufc_[KTk\bNb
2 JWhkPCkXetk—hdgj_kGFZg™kEjhgciakTk\b"b
2WekP7kXebkDedQEdgVk—hdgj _[kTk\op

A%, /-*:9+,789,30.8::;<2<51<6
/ FXKPCkigkDedQEdgVk—hdgj_[kT<IC
/BXUPLKig/ j Sk—a™METg™ j_cia[kT<IC
MjJbkRKkigk—hdgj_kGFZg kEjhgeialkTkK\b/b
MjIkLkigk@ih_fa\" [kTk\i"™
Mj Tok=ki kO EN K [KTk\bb
MjJtkRPkXetk AQGOkigkK i \ajgFh[k7<1C
Mj TR HkXebkOFe_ihkigkKi\ajgFh[kI<RL
Mj TokRBIXebkN 5 K[KTK\bN
Mj1tkR=kXetk/ @6 ; AKTK\IN
Mj JokPPkXebkGotkEaide[kL<7L
MjTokP=kigk@F] ~tkOFZc_jek8hXkRk\bp
MjItkICkigk@F] " Jegjck9fZc_jekshXo[kDFM
OihiklkXebk K Zk=>]okigk = ieeFh[kRR<ICkib™
Oihik=kigkk<j_Ufc_[KTk\o"™M
0i htkRPKXetk K ™ OkTk\bN
OihikR1kXetk—hdgj_kGFZg kEjhgcialkTk\o"N
OihikRLKigk& 1VUdja_[KTK\O/N
0ihbtkPCkigkN 5 K[KTK\I™M
OihikP IkigkFaFf/~dhYkScidedj [KTk\B
0ihikPBkigk/ @6 ; AKTK\BND
OihtkP=kigkFjg~aj " JN>Ti_j VKT N
2JWhkBkXetk = jhVFhQNiThi~dhY FTK\bND
2 JWhkRPkXebk K j_Ufc_[kTk\bb
2JWhkRBKigkNiejTi[kT<RL
2JWEkRTkXebkGaWaj Vk ; 1eg[kTk\b™b
2 JWhkP IKDFMkigkOi hj eXdaaj [kTk\bb
2JWkPBXDFMKTK\bN

TA% A) AR <2<51<6
M0k 7kigkNjegudja_ kTN
MjTikBkigkFazjk; iy k>cj IKhXIkRCKib
MjTkRRIXeO] GZjZeQ6 [KNIie] i [KLK\Y
MjT5R , kDdi hY Zai ckigkNigjicXdaaj [(LK\E
MR IKSZi_KigkNigjcXdaaj [KLK\b
Oihtk, kK @6~ GEKigkK i \aj gFh[k T\
OihtRLKigk/ @6 ; AKTK\IN
OFhHPPKXetkI< j_tkigkNigj cXdaaj [kTK\b
OFhHP7KigGaMiaj Vk ; iegk8hX[kRCK b/

O hikR=kXethDedgFhKTK\IN)

O htk I RKigk K i \aj@dX jkBhXKRCKib N
2jWKRPKDFM

2 JWKRTAOF MK igkNligj cXdaaj [Pk\DD

2 JWHKPRKDFMKighOi hj eXdaa [KRCkib b

&$ /7" 9,789,30.8::;<2<51<6
/ FXKPLEXelkN 5 KKTK\b™
Mj10k7kXebk9j GZjZcQ6 jh_jceFh[kTk\bb
Mj JtkLkXebkFafF~dhYk5cidedj
Mj JokBkXebk K i \ajk@dXjc[kT<RL
MjJ0kRPKigkF g~ a) ™ j/N>Ti_J VKT M
Mj JokRBRigk k< j_UFc_[KTk\6"N
MjTBkR , kXebkONS[KTK\Bb
Mj JokPPkXebk K i cgdhkE FZhgVkINJ eg[KT<RL
MjJtkP IkigkNiej Ji[kT<RL
01 hik ki gkGobkEai de[kTk\b~b
0i hikBkXebk—hdgj_kGFZg kEjhgcialkTk\bb
0i hik=kXebkDcdgFh[kT<IC
O hbkR TkXebkN 5 K[kTk\bD
OihikRLkigkAcihi_iQ60Q; E[kTK\b/
OThbkPCkXebk K j _Ufc_[KTk\b
OihtkPPkigk@ih_fa\"kTk\b"b
0i hikPBKi gkONS[KTK\"N
OihikP=kXetk = ghVFhQNihi~NhYFkT\b ™
2JWokPkigk—hdgj_kGFZg kEjhgcialkTk\b b
2 JWok IkXebk/d] Faajg[kT<RL
2 JWkTkXebkEajXjaih_kighkKG—[KTk\bb
2JWKRCki gk KT _jadi [KTk\I"™M
2 JWkRPki gkDedQEdgVk—hdgj _[kT<IC
2JWR HkXebk>a_jhQE FhYjc[kT<RL
2JWkRTkXebk K ihJigFOFVfai [kT<RL
2JWKPCkigkN 5 K[KTK\bN

&$ ()7 /-*9+789,30.8::;<2<51<6
/ FXKPLkXebk?idc Fhg[kT<RL
Mj JokPkXebkN 5 KKTK\b
Mj Jbk=ki gk KK i \ajk@dXjc[kT<RL
Mj TkRPkXetkFjgaj ~ j7N>Ti_J VKT N
Mj kR IkXelkOE Eki gk i \ajk@dXjc
Mj TEkRBKXebk K j _Ufc_[KTk\o"N
Mj 10kR=Kki gkONISKTK\bb
Mj1okP IkXetkNiej]i
Mj TEkP=ki gk9E N KK8hXb[kLK\bb
Mj 1tk 1 CkiigkOEN KK8hXb[kLK\bb
0i hikBkigk—hdgj_kGFZg kEJhgcia[kTk\b"N
0i hik=kXebkDedgFh[kL<7Lk\bb
01 hikRPkXebkGgbk5 j ¢ c(kTk\bb
OThbkRIKigkN 5 K[KTK\bN
OThbkPCKigkK j_Ufe_[KTk\b"
Oi hikPPkXetk@ih_fa\~ [kTk\b"
0ihikP7kXetk& FZegFh[kB<IC
01i hikPBKXelkONSKTK\bN
OihtkICkigk = JhvFhQNihi~NdhYFKT\ N
2 jWokPkXebk—hdgj _kGFZg kEjhgciakTk\b/b
2wk ki gkGFZg aih_[KT<RL
2 JWKRCki ghGobkEa i de[kTk\b b
2JWkR Lkigk>a_jhQE FhYjckT<RL

&$ () 7/;4*390:-"#,<2<51<6
Mj]bk7kigkFaFF dhYkScidedj [kTk\bN
M3 JokBKii gkGobk0i ~ Jek8hXo[k=<7Lkib b
Mj TokRRKXetkNJ egUdja_[kTk\b~b
Mj]bkRPKigk9 i Jj XdaajkGFZg™ [k7<IC
MjIbkR=kigk@j_STFF_k™iaaj VK7k\bD
OihbkPkXebkFaFF~dhYk5cidedj [kLk\bN
Oihbk, kXebkDedgFh[kGgbkEaide[kBk\b
0i htkRLKXelkN 5 KEONSKTK\bN
OihikRTkigk& 1VUija_kBhXb[k=kib"
Oi hikPPkigkNiej T [kLk\b"
OihbtkP7kigk*cFhFi8hXafk=kib"™b
OihbkP=kigk = jhVFhQNihi~dhYFKTK\™N
?2jWkLKkE F JkgedihYZai c[kBI\bND
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NRHEG girls have lofty goals
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aeda”bp

D]efX™ ~\fbeWa*

D]ef Kdbc]e_af d_ef 2™V bXf ~SS
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Iebc eff D]ef Kdbc]e_af We_ef J<NJ
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LAefSdZefdfZ]d[[ebX*bXfaz]e\Y[eR
db\f We/ ef edXe f ¢ f Qef ceace\
¢]_"YX] " Yefc]efUed RLfad™\fKece a™bP
LAY f S”ZYaf "af ¢*f MeeTf "VT_~0"bX
Whc]feOe UFT dZc'Zefdb\feOe UfXdVe
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@ T]e f 1 bSe ebZefJdafa™Vefa™ ["\
cedVafdXd'bfc]"afUed kfa]ef] Teafc]e
Kdbc]e_af W Y[\fQef "bf c]ef ¢ TFSTY_
Whc]f2dbea0[[eNA[\~_SNKeVQe ¢ bR
D ¢” bfdb\fEdUS"e[\P
D]efKdbc]e_afd_ef"bfdfbeWfaezc* b
db\fZ[daafc]"afUed RfHeZc"™bfJ>P

L1Y_fMeUfc™faYZZeaafc]"afaeda™ bf'a
T[dUbXf Kdbc]e_f QdaMecQd[[RLf a]e
e2T[d"be\PfLAefWdbcfc™f eQ™Yb\fdb\
_Ybfc]efS["~ _feOe UfZ]dbzZef Wef Xeck
TYa]"bXf c]ef ceVT fdb\fZ bc_~[[*bX
c]efTdzePf—eSeba"Oe[LRf Y X~ d[f"afc™
Z edcef daf VYZ]f ]dO"Zf daf T~ aa"Q[eR
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Waseca Office
215 EIm Ave E
Waseca, MN
507-835-5240
888-835-5244

. 216 N Main St
. Janesville, MN
. 507-234-5106
| 888-980-1210

PATTON, HOVERSTEN & BERG, PA

. Janesville Office |

' Owatonna Office Faribault Office
. 150 W Park Sq @ 415 2™ Ave NW
: Owatonna, MN | Faribault, MN

. 507-451-9000
. 866-451-9010

Your Trusted Local Law Offices for Over 50 Years

www.phblawoffice.com

T LA

. 507-332-7425

102 South Main St
Waldorf, MN 56091

"\ MINNWEST
WA BANK

Commercial, agricultural and personal banking

LOBBY
RS

waLbore Mo GUARDIAN ENERGY
8:30 a.m. - g
4:00p.m. %
PH: (507) 239-2164 Saturday: Closed ETHANDL
: - . AMERICAN MADE, FARMER OWNED
FX: (507) 239-2249 FDIC @w www.guardiannrg.com

thrivent

DIANE BECKMANN

LUTCEF, FICF, FIC
Financial Associate
201 2nd St NE,
Waseca, MN 56093
%$ 8#HA' &'

(507) 267-3962
1381 State St. S
Waseca, MN

M-F........8 AM -5 PM
Sat-Sun......... Closed

KRAUSE
FEEDS & SUPPLIES

9352 SW 37th Ave,
Hope, MN, 56046

(507) 451-3043

kfshope@outlook.com




12 Thursday, December 4, 2025

Pioneer

Age: Email:

COLORFUL - Fill in the page with your most creative and colorful design. Then, bring it with you

to Farmamerica’s Santa Experience for your chance to win! Age groups are 0-4, 5-8, 9-12 and
13-99. For more information, refer to the news piece on page 3 of this newspaper.

This year’s Santa Experience promises to be the most magical experience of the holiday season.
Reserve a spot to meet Santa in Farmamerica’s charming red barn and enjoy a festive, authentic
farm experience. Tickets for this event must be purchased online. farmamerica.org/events

Studente of the Month:

Prillian+ pPlveJays

4

ALBERT LEA
ROOFING

SIDING | WINDOWS | DOORS | GUTTERS

A Division of Local Roofing, LLC

Exteriors... It’s what we do!

Q907-391-3108
www.AlbertleaRoofing.com

Snow falls

SNOW WAY! Young rural Waseca resident Kaiden spent some time in the snow Sunday af-
ternoon. The area collected about six inches of the white stuff over the weekend in a snowfall

that lasted about 24 hours.

Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

TOM THE TURKEY - A small crowd of children attended the New Richland Public Library's

Storytime hour on Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2025.

Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

NR Library tells a turkey tale

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

The New Richland Public Li-
brary held another Storytime Hour
the foggy morning of Tuesday,
Nov. 25. With the big kids in
school, the little kids dominated the
library grounds, but when it came
time to pay attention, they did a
pretty good job.

Librarian Kathy Kronebusch was
in charge for the day; she had little
toy cars and tractors and micro-
farm equipment for the little ones
to play with. Once story time
started, however, the kids sat near
the back of the library in rapt atten-
tion. The song was called, “Tom the
Turkey” and it had to do with the
colorful feathers turkeys have. Be-
fore Kronebusch read the book ti-
tled, “Run Turkey Run” she had the
children say what they were most

thankful for. One child shyly an-
swered, “I’m thankful for candy.”
Another said, “I’m thankful for my
mom and my grandma.” One said,
“I am thankful for food and I don’t
want to go to bed early at all.” Each
respondent gave the question se-
rious thought before answering.
The book was about how stressful
the day before Thanksgiving can be
for a turkey, the kids seemed to like
1t.

Afterwards each child was given
a different colored feather for the
art project that was part of the
event. If they didn’t like the feather
they were given, they had an oppor-
tunity to cut a hand-drawn feather
of their own design in any color
they wanted. There was also brown
construction paper for the turkey
himself, glue sticks, crayons and
markers to finish the job. If that

didn’t trip the kiddo’s triggers,
there was also a new type of corn
on the cob game they could try, it
was the kids themselves that were
going to glue corn kernels back
onto the cobs, so they could com-
pare their work to a real corn cob
full of corn and see which one was
better.

Currently available at the New
Richland Library through the end
of December are Secret Santa
Reads. Folks can browse the se-
lected books, fall in love with the
clues on the tags, pay and take their
secret gift home, then unwrap
under the tree at home (or do it
there.) There’s romance, mystery,
fantasy, thriller, cozy or a holiday
feel; for kids and adults. All pro-
ceeds help support the activities of
the New Richland Friends of the
Library.

ZED by Duane M. Abel
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507-837-6767 NOTICE OF MORTGAGE Transaction Agent Mortgage debt then remaining secured by DATE TO VACATE PROPERTY: AGRICULTURAL
FORECLOSURE SALE Identification Number: such mortgage, or any part thereof, = The date on or before which the PRODUCTION, AND ARE
100039034199912330 or, if the action or proceeding has mortgagor must vacate the property ~ABANDONED.
Lender or Broker: Quicken Loans been instituted, that the same has if the mortgage is not reinstated
JOh nson THE RIGHT TO Inc. been discontinued, or that an under Minnesota Statutes section Dated: November 19, 2025
AP A RTM E NTS VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT Residential Mortgage Servicer: execution upon the judgment 580.30 or the property redeemed
AND IDENTITY OF THE Rocket Mortgage, LLC rendered therein has been returned under Minnesota Statutes section Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a
507-456-9514 ORIGINAL CREDITOR Mortgage Originator: Quicken unsatisfied, in whole or in part; 580.23 is August 5, 2026 at 11:59 Quicken Loans, LLC f/k/a Quicken

Operating in
Waseca, Steele,
Freeborn
Counties
johnsonrents.com

SUMMIT
ON SECOND

APARTMENTS

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
507-201-3474

We are accepting
applications for:
1 bedroom apartments

Income guidelines apply
Vouchers accepted

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom
Rent based on income

Professionally managed by:

4% BRUTGER

EQUITIES, INC.

WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN, that default has occurred in
the conditions of the following
described mortgage:

Mortgagor:

Dan Seidl, a married man
Mortgagee:

Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as
mortgagee, as nominee for
Quicken Loans Inc., its
successors and assigns
Dated:

March 29, 2019

Recorded:

April 8, 2019

Waseca County Recorder
Document No. 317570

Assigned To:

Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a
Quicken Loans, LLC

Dated:

September 11, 2025

Recorded:

September 15, 2025

Waseca County Recorder Document
No. A341302

Transaction Agent: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc.

Loans Inc.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY: Lot Seven (7), Block
One (1), Hodgkins Addition to
Waldorf, Minnesota according to
the Plat thereof on file and of record
in the Office of the County
Recorder in and for Waseca County,
Minnesota

This is Abstract Property.
TAX PARCEL NO.: 163260060

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY:
224 3rd Ave N
Waldorf, MN 56091

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY
IS LOCATED: Waseca

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$95,959.00

AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED
TO BE DUE AS OF DATE OF
NOTICE: $99,659.17

That prior to the commencement of
this mortgage foreclosure
proceeding Mortgagee/Assignee of
Mortgagee complied with all notice
requirements as required by statute;
that no action or proceeding has
been instituted at law to recover the

HOURS OF OPERATION
SUN.-MON. CLOSED

SWEET SOMMERS VFW POST 1642 December 2025
1 2 Burger night 3 épm 4 7om 5 MEAT RAFFLE s VFW
5-7pm BAR BINGO HALL BINGO 5:30pm DISTRICT ONE
HORSE races MEETING
6:30pm 9AM
7 PEARL 8 7pm Post & 9 Burger night 10 épm 11 Zom 12 MEAT RAFFLE 13
HARBOR AUX & 5-7pm BAR BINGO HALL BINGO 5:30pm
Meeting HORSE races
M 6:30pm
14 VFW 15 16 Burger night 17 épm 18 7om 19 WALLEYE 20TOM &
BREAKFAST 5-7pm BAR BINGO HALL BINGO OR SHRIMP JERRY
CHEER LEADERS E(I)N;‘JE:‘ 5:30  NIGHT 4PM
8am o NOON P 1O 7PM
Your
2 22 23 Burger night | 24 25 MERRY 26 MEAT RAFFLE 27
5-7pm CLOSED CHRISTMAS | 5:30pm
CLOSED P
28 29 30 Burger night 31 é6pm
5-7pm BAR BINGO

TUE.-SAT.-1pm to 11 pm Tue. is Lady’s night 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 4 to 6pm
POST & AUX. MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license 00385

PURSUANT to the power of sale
contained in said mortgage, the
above described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said county as
follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE:
February 5, 2026, 10:00 AM

PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff’s Main
Office, 122 3rd Avenue NW,
Waseca, MN

to pay the debt then secured by said
Mortgage, and taxes, if any, on said
premises, and the costs and
disbursements, including attorneys’
fees allowed by law subject to
redemption within 6 Months from
the date of said sale by the
mortgagor(s), their personal
representatives or assigns.

p.m.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED
FROM FINANCIAL
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE:
NONE

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE
MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER
MINNESOTA STATUTES
SECTION 582.032,
DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE
MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE
IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE
NOT PROPERTY USED IN

Loans Inc., Assignee of Mortgagee

By: HALLIDAY, WATKINS &
MANN, P.C.

Attorneys for:

Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a
Quicken Loans, LLC f/k/a Quicken
Loans Inc., Assignee of Mortgagee
1333 Northland Drive, Suite 205
Mendota Heights, MN 55120
801-355-2886

651-228-1753 (fax)

THIS COMMUNICATION IS
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A
DEBT. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED
FOR THAT PURPOSE.

MN25157.

Published in the Waseca County
Pioneer on Dec. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2025
and Jan. 1 and Jan. 8, 2026.

as ice conditions permit.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Waseca will be operating an aeration system on the north shore of Loon
Lake immediately south of Loon Lake Park as soon as December 17, 2025, or as soon

Extreme caution should be used when the system is in operation

Thin ice and open water will be created on the lake, especially in the vicinity of the area
posted with “THIN ICE” signs. If there are any questions concerning this aeration
system, please contact the City of Waseca Engineering Department at 507-835-9730.

Loon Lake is located within the City limits of Waseca, in Waseca County.
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GUARDIAN ENERGY

AMERICAN MADE
FARMER OWNED

WWW. guardiannrg.com
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Pioneer

HE SHALL REIGN - The Waseca Chorale presented its holiday concert titled “Joy! He Shall Reign” to a crowd of about 250 people at Sacred Heart Church the afternoon of Sunday, Nov. 30. Both
secular and religious numbers were included in the program. Pieces represented a variety of moods, from peaceful to wistful to energetically joyful.

The part of the concert prior to intermission consisted of individual numbers performed one after another. Instrumentalists augmented performances in numerous ways. For example, the opening
number “The Angel Choir and the Trumpeter” was accented with brass instruments including a trumpet which trilled at various points in the music, played by Waseca Junior Senior High School band
director Devon Lawrence. With him were fellow director Anders Peterson and Paul Davis. Cellist Jerimy Bohiman-Little accompanied the wistful song “River,” written and originally performed by Joni
Mitchell in the 1970s. The instrumentalists were joined by accompanist Noah Wilson on the a capella version of “We Three Kings,” for which all four served as percussionists.

Emcee David Oraskovich provided brief introductions between the numbers. After the first half of the concert ended with a rousing version of “Jingle Bells,” his commentary was incorporated into

the 20-minute “Christmas worship experience” titled “He Shall Reign Forevermore.”

A somewhat surprising element were a number of occasions when the words of familiar carols were sung to an alternate tune, causing listeners to pay closer attention both to the lyrics and the

melody.

Performers were greeted with an enthusiastic standing ovation which continued even as they recessed from the front of the church. A reminder in the concert’s program asked community members

to put the Chorale’s spring concert, titled “Surprise!” on their calendars for 7 p.m. May 16, 2026.
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JWP FALL SPORTS BANQUET - Athletes who excelled in fall sports were recognized during the JWP fall sports banquet. ALL
DISTRICT: Daulton Bauer, Caleb Quast, Gavin Bauer, Chase Gerdts. ALL DISTRICT-Honorable Mention: Rylan Rolfson, Rocco Scholl,
Yale Johnson, Aiden Cummins. TEAM AWARDS: MVP - Chase Gerdts, Offensive Player of the Year - Caleb Quast & Daulton Bauer,
Defensive Player of the Year - Chase Gerdts, Lineman of the Year - Yale Johnson, DAWG Award - Aiden Cummins, Special Teams
Player of the Year - Ayden Peterson, Practice Player of the Year - Travyn Shoultz. JV TEAM AWARDS: JV MVP - Jett Sturdivant, JV
Offensive Player of the Year - Jaxon Wolff, JV Defensive Player of the Year - Isaac Miller, JV Lineman of the Year - Quinn Anderson,
JV DAWG Award - Ethan Elliott.

Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Child’s History of
Waseca County

Continuing Chapter III,
1855: Winter trip to Minnesota
with ox teams — Venturesome
crossing of the Mississippi on
the ice — Climbing the bluff —
First blizzard at Zumbro Falls
— The liquor peddler and his
grog — Mantorville the last
house — Camping out in mid-
winter two nights — Cattle with
bleeding legs and without hay —
Safe arrival at the Sutlief
Shanty

About nine o’clock, they
spread their hay beds upon the
snow under the wagons, and laid
themselves down for the night,
covering up head and ears with
quilts and blankets. All slept
soundly until three o’clock the
next morning when all hands
were aroused by the cry of “fire!”
coming from Mr. Sutlief, who
had been warmed out. The wind
had changed to the south in the
night and, blowing briskly, had
thrown the fire on Mr. Sutlief’s
bed. It took some time to extin-
guish the flames in the bed-cloth-
ing; and when that had been
accomplished and the travelers
had about recovered from the ex-
citement caused by the fire, they
discovered that the cattle had all
left, taking the back track toward
the settlement. The Child brothers
started in pursuit with furious
feelings and at a frantic rate of
footspeed. The cattle were over-
taken at the creek where the diffi-
culty in crossing occurred the day
before and were ordered back to
the camp in the forcible language

peculiar to the ox-teamster of the
West. The two men returned to
camp half an hour before sunrise,
partook of a hearty breakfast with
the rest of the company, and, just
as the sun made its appearance,
all hands started in a due westerly
course. The day was intensely
cold and much activity was re-
quired to keep warm. There was
a hard crust on the snow, which
impeded progress and cut the legs
of the cattle to such an extent that
blood was left in their tracks. Sev-
eral deep snow drifts were en-
countered within the day. These
caused some delay and much
labor.

That night the emigrants en-
camped in a thicket of hazel brush
and poplar trees, with some bur
oaks intermingled. This was on
the west side of Straight river and
several miles south of Owatonna.
It was an excellent place for a
camp in winter, the brush and
trees forming a thicket which was
an admirable protection for both
man and beast. The main diffi-
culty of these pioneers was want
of food for the cattle. No hay was
left for them except what was in
the beds, and only a small allow-
ance of grain remained. That
night the company took the pre-
caution to secure the oxen with
head ropes.

The men clearing away the
brush and snow, soon made a
cheery campfire, and Mrs.
Plummer prepared a warm
supper, which was eaten with a
relish. No one complained of a
lack of appetite.
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Whirlpool

Visit our new Showroom!
405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN
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