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By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

At its first meeting of 2024, 
the Waseca County Board of 
Commissioners took care of or-
ganizational matters ranging 
from new requirements in em-
ployment laws to the selection of 
its official newspaper. The board 
selected Brian Harguth as its 
chair, Doug Christopherson as 
its vice chair, and administrative 
department executive assistant 
Beth Weimert as its clerk. 

When it became time to select 
an official publication for public 
notices, commissioners chose 
the Waseca County Pioneer over 
the Waseca County News, both 
of which had submitted bids. 

Conversation on the topic re-
vealed that the county usually 
spends about $5,000 a year on 
such legally required notices, 
with amounts over the past five 
years falling as low as $3,052. 

The County News has been 
the official publication for the 
past two years, and had sub-
mitted a bid about one-third 
lower than in 2023; The Waseca 
County Pioneer’s bid was 
higher, by a small amount, than 
that of the County News. 

Nonetheless, commissioners 
voted to name the Pioneer as the 
official publication, based at 
least partly on observations 
shared by county administrator 
Johnson, who mentioned that 
“several” times over the past 
year, the County News had 
failed to include county notices 
on the date requested.  Johnson 
pointed out that such mistakes 
can be “problematic, costly, and 
have lingering effects.” 

He offered the recent example 
of a notice which was not pub-
lished prior to a planning and 
zoning meeting. He pointed out 
that, since the required public 
notice had not appeared, an im-
portant business item could not 
be managed at the scheduled 
time. Since meetings take place 
weeks apart, it was a major in-
convenience to contractors who 
might then have to wait before 
receiving the news whether their 
proposal had been the one se-
lected–such delays could lead to 
problems such as not being able 
to get the best price on supplies, 
uncertainty regarding project 
scheduling, and questions re-
garding the number of employ-
ees they needed to take on. 

Johnson also offered that per-
sistent turnover in the staff of the 
County News made it difficult to 
establish “consistency and con-
tinuity.” 

Waseca County engineer Jim 
Kollar shared a list of 11 bridges 
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Fun at Farmamerica  
The following events are tak-

ing place at Farmamerica. 
January 12, 2024 - Raise a 

toast at 6 p.m. A women’s night 
out Four course meal and enter-
tainment.  

January 27, 2024 - Winter 
Charm on the farm from 11 a.m. 
until 3 p.m. Celebrate winter 
with carriage rides, snowshoe-
ing, s’mores, hot chocolate, 
snow painting and more. 

Tickets can be purchased on 
Farmamerica’s website.  

———————————— 
Bible prophecy semi-
nar Jan. 6 in Waseca 
from 10 a.m.- 3p.m. 

Waseca Bible Church will be 
hosting a free bible prophecy 
seminar on Saturday Jan. 6 from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Starfire 
Event Center in the Lynx Room. 
Located at 206 SW 2nd Ave. 
Waseca this seminar will include 
bible teaching video segments 
from David Jeremiah, Andy 
Woods and more! 

Sponsored by Waseca Bible 
C h u r c h 
www.wasecabiblechurch.org 

“God gives prophecy (28% of the 
Bible) not to scare us but to prepare 
us.” 

———————————— 
Farewell service for 
pastor Matthews 
Jan. 7 in Waldorf 

Farewell service for Waldorf 
Pastor Michael Matthews Janu-
ary 7, 2024 at 10:30 a.m. 

After 24 years, Pastor Mat-
thews has accepted a call to serv-
ice in Arizona. Following the 
farewell service will be a potluck 
dinner. All are invited.  

———————————— 
Free throw cham-
pionship Jan. 7 at 
Waseca high school 
gym 

The Knights of Columbus are 
sponsoring a free throw and 
three point contest for boys and 
girls ages 9-14 on January 7, 
2024 at Waseca high school be-
ginning at 3 p.m. Please contact 
Jeff Kummerfeldt at 507-676-
2166 if interested.  

———————————— 
Waseca Library 
story time for ages 3-
5, 5:30 January 8 

“Romp and Rhyme” story 
time for children ages 3 to 5 is 
free and open to the public at the 
Waseca Library starting at 5:30 
on Monday, January 8. Reading 
includes movement and imagi-
nation to keep young partici-
pants engaged. 

———————————— 
Janesville Library 
Craft Night 5 p.m. 
January 9 

Crafters are invited to bring 
their own projects and tools to 
the library, then network with 
others while working on individ-
ual projects, perhaps sharing tips 
and inspirations. Begins at 5 
p.m. at the Janesville library, 102 
W. Second Street. 

———————————— 
Winter Crops at U of 
M Extension 9 a.m. 
January 11 

The Southern Research and 
Outreach Center at Waseca will 
be hosting the annual Winter 
Crops Day Thursday, January 11. 
Registration begins at 8:30 with 
the program beginning at 9:00 
am. This event is free to attend. 
Information at (507) 837-5629. 

In the past year the Waseca County 
Pioneer has covered many exciting 
stories worth remembering. Here is a 
look back at the best highlights from 
the year that was 2023.  

January 
• The Waseca County Pioneer is 

proud to announce the addition of its 
website, which went public Thurs-
day, January 5, 2023. The website 
can be found at:  

www.wasecacountypioneer.com 
• After 34 years of service in law 

enforcement in Waseca County, 
Sheriff Brad Milbrath has retired. 
Two celebrations for his retirement 
were held on Friday, Dec. 30: one at 

the Waseca County East Annex 
building from 2:30 to 4 p.m., and 
another one at the Mill from 5:30 to 
8 p.m. 

• 26 years: Over a quarter of a cen-
tury. That’s how many years Allan 
Rose has served the City of Waseca 
as both a council member and a 
mayor pro tempore. 

Rose held his retirement party at 
the Waseca American Legion, cele-
brating from 5-9 p.m on Friday, Dec. 
30. He was surrounded by plenty of 
family members and fellow city staff 
he’s known for decades. There was a 

A look back 
at 2023
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By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

“I don’t know whether ‘amazing’ is the right 
word,” comments Waseca Area Neighborhood 
Service Center (WANSC) director Cindy Ko-
lander, “but I know the BackPack program has 
made a real difference in children’s lives.” Ko-
lander is speaking of the weekly system which 
sends food home over the weekend with children 
who have been identified as being at risk of food 
insecurity.  

 Statistics from previous years show that as 
many as four in 10 Minnesota households were 
eligible for “free and reduced price” lunch options. 
Beginning with the 2023-24 school year, the Min-
nesota Legislature decided that meals provided to 
students at school will be at no cost to families, re-
gardless of their level of income. Perhaps part of 
their motive for that decision was information 
from many different studies that found children 
who experience consistent hunger not only suffer 
more health problems, they also are more likely to 
have sporadic attendance at school, more likely to 
repeat a grade, and more likely to exhibit negative 
behaviors. 

Based on current statistics from Feeding Amer-
ica/Second Harvest Minnesota, 1 in every 15 
people in our state face hunger. The number is 
even higher among children: 1 in every 11. This 
means that a significant portion of our population 
either skips or skimps on meals. In early 2023 the 
poverty level in Waseca County was 8.8%, but that 
number has been climbing steadily during the year 
as more families live paycheck to paycheck due to 
continued inflation.  

WANSC has been providing “backpacks” of 
food to students identified by their school coun-
selors since 2009, based on archived files re-
searched by Kolander. This is when school staff, 
counselors and the WANSC Board of Directors 
became aware of the scope and extent of the 
hunger problem and started the “Weekend Treas-
ures” program to supply nutritious food for food 
insecure students through grade 6 to take home 

over the weekends.   
The WANSC Board of Directors made the deci-

sion this past June to expand the weekend back-
pack program to students K-12 in all Waseca 
schools. Since then, the food shelf has been pur-
chasing food supplies to fill just shy of 300 Back-
Packs each week to be sent home with food 
insecure students each weekend. The number is 
twice as many as were put together in previous 
years. 

“We look for affordable, nutritious items," ob-
serves Kolander. The items are purchased through 
the food shelf account and consist of proteins, 
packaged fruit, cereal and snacks which go in each 
bag. “Food needs to be non-perishable and kid-
friendly,” by which, she explains, children need to 
be able to open the food easily. Food also must 
come in individual-sized packets. 

School counselors at Hartley, Sacred Heart, 
TEAM Academy, Waseca Intermediate, Waseca 

Jr./Sr. High, and the Alternate Learning Center 
(ALC) review and provide BackPack weekly 
numbers for their sites. Based on those numbers, 
packets are prepared and delivered to the appro-
priate locations. Counselors at the respective sites 
assure that the food is delivered discreetly to stu-
dents to take home for the weekend. Workers in 
the BackPack program never learn the names of 
the recipients. 

“It costs about $200 to provide a weekend back-
pack for one student for the school year,” says Ko-
lander. Costs for a typical month for the whole 
program range between $5,000 and $6,000. A 
major source of financial support are grants from 
the Waseca Area Foundation and United Way. 
“We’re very grateful for that consistent generos-
ity,” Kolander adds. Also, support comes from cor-

‘Bell ringing’ 
raises $4,300

By ELI LUTGENS 
Publisher/Editor 

More than $4,300 was raised 
through the “bell ringing challenge” 
set up by Waseca County Salvation 
Army over the past two months. The 
contest was among the city of 
Waseca police and fire departments 
and the Waseca County sheriff’s de-
partment. Each group was given a 2-
hour time span to ring Salvation 
Army bells and solicit donations out-

side the Waseca Walmart on Sat-
urday, Dec. 2. The group whose ef-
forts brought in the highest dollar 
amount by the end of their shift wins 
a “traveling” award–a wooden 
plaque indicating the year of their 
triumph. 

For the second year in a row, the 
Waseca Police Department vol-

Making a real difference

1 in 11 children are 
hungry in Minnesota

BackPack program helps fight local food insecurity 

Veda, Mason, Devon and Aiden, participants in the Southwest Metro Transitions pro-
gram, regularly help the Waseca Area Neighborhood Service Center “BackPack” pro-
gram, which sends food home with about 275 Waseca area students each week over 
weekends during the school year.                          Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Program continued on 3

From left: Waseca Fire Chief Jason Forshee, Officer Andrew Harren, Waseca Police Chief Penny 
Vought, Representative John Petersburg, Tom Bendorf, and Sheriff Jay Dulas. 

Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

Open for carryout

Pepito’s Pizzeria is  open for carryout at the former Waseca 
train depot located at 308 S. State St.  

Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens 

Bells continued on 3

Anyone who does 
not love does not 
know God, because 
God is love. 

1 John 4:8

A word from 
The Word



You know the feeling like some-
one’s standing right behind you? 

That feeling came over me Sunday 
evening as I worked on the news-
paper. Slowly at first, then more 
strongly. 

I spent the day working on the 
Jane Wagner story, reading stories, 
talking to people, and finally, putting 
ink to paper. 

The feeling started as I laid out the 
front page. And then it got stronger 
and stronger. As I finished writing 
the last cutline and the page was 
complete, I paused for a moment to 
admire my work. 

And then I turned around. I had as-
sumed one of my friends was behind 
me, since it’s not uncommon, when I 
am working, for someone to pop into 
the office and look at the screen 
while I put everything in place. In 

this case, while visiting friends in 
Florida, working remotely, I thought 
it was one of them. 

But when I turned around no one 
was there. 

I immediately thought of Jane. 
I’d like to think maybe she took 

just a minute of her afterlife, in 
Heaven, and popped in to take a look 
at the newspaper. 

While I was growing up, Jane’s 
mom, Joie, was my babysitter. I have 

many fond memories of Grandma 
Joie and also fond feelings of admi-
ration for the entire Wagner family. 
The twins, Maddie and Marnie, were 
only a year younger than I. I was a 
freshman, and Carlie a senior, when 
NRHEG won its second straight 
girls' state title in basketball in 2014. 

Everyone knew Jane; it seemed 
like she brought joy wherever she 
went. When she would see me in 
public, she would stop me, or holler 

down the street for me to come talk 
to her. 

She breathed life and love into 
those around her. 

The memories and impact Jane 
and the Wagner family have created 
in the minds and lives of those 
around them are mountainous. May 
we all strive to be a little more like 
Jane and bring kindness into the 
world. 

"If tears could build a stairway,and 
memories a lane, I'd walk right up to 
Heaven and bring you home again." 

Author unknown. 
"Although it's difficult today to see 

beyond the sorrow, may looking 
back in memory help comfort you to-
morrow." 

Author unknown.

She breathed live and love into the world

Happy New Year! It is now 2024, 
although the only genuine change 
I’ve encountered so far is remember-
ing to use a “four” instead of a 
“three” when I write the date. My 
New Year's Eve was spent working 
at the bar, instead of celebrating and 
watching the countdown, and if I’m 
honest, it wasn’t that bad. In normal 
years, I never really made a big deal 
of the new year’s arrival anyway. 
Sure, I watched the countdown, 
stayed up until midnight, but then I 
would just go to bed. This time at 
least I got to make some money.  

I had known beforehand what to 
expect at work, with the Vikings 
game (what a sad time) and then the 
fact that it was New Year’s Eve. 
Turns out, not a lot of people go to 
the bar for the countdown and 
change of the year. There were about 
ten people there when the clock 
switched; they all took their shots 
and kissed their loved ones and that 

was it - fairly relaxed in terms of the 
bar.  

Everyone always asks what every-
one’s new year resolutions are. If 
someone asked me, I’d answer hon-
estly with “I don’t know.” I’ve tried 
resolutions in the past, but like every-
one else, they usually fell apart for 
me in about a month or two. In high 
school, it was always something like 
starting to work out, going to bed at 
a decent time or eating healthier 
foods. You know, the classics. But 
after a while, I would fall back into 
the same routine as before, too dis-

tracted by the things in my life to 
bother expending more energy on 
keeping resolutions I had perhaps al-
ready known would not be kept.  

So the past couple of years, I’ve 
given up on New Year’s resolutions 
because there are always things I 
want to work on. At least now and 
then, if there was something, some-
times, I thought I should take care of, 
I’d make the excuse to wait until 
New Years to start. I don’t want to do 
that anymore: I should be starting the 
goals right then and there, rather than 
waiting. I guess that means my “res-

olution” is not to bother with New 
Year’s resolutions. Out with the res-
olutions and in with the new goals I 
want, whenever I want to start them. 
As I’ve been working out more, the 
goals I have been working on are 
more personal and invisible to the 
outside world. Working on my fear 
of missing out and improving my 
self-confidence and self-image. You 
know, things like that.  

Not that I have a feeling this year 
will be any different. Each year I sit 
and watch in silent awe at what 
happens in the world around me. 
Hopefully next year can be more 
peaceful, but that is unlikely. After 
all, who knows what the future 
brings? I sure don’t.  

My Determination: “Hope is a 
fickle, dangerous thing. It steals your 
focus and aims it toward the possi-
bilities instead of keeping it where it 
belongs - on the probabilities.” - Re-
becca Yarros, Fourth Wing 

What are your 2024 resolutions?

As many of you know, I was an 
English teacher at NRHEG Second-
ary for more than 25 years. Any of 
you who are former students, you 
may be interested to learn “the shoe 
is on the other foot” now, since pro-
ducing a weekly column is a little 
like being told “Write an essay on 
any topic.” 

Just like my students, I am now 
forced to consider what subject will 
be interesting to my readers, as well 
as what impressions I am willing to 
share. Given the (mostly) weekly na-
ture of the assignment, I also have to 
remember what I’ve talked about be-
fore, and consider whether it’s wor-
thy of further discussion. 

People frequently ask, “What’s 
new?” 

I seldom have a quick answer for 
that one, since, frankly, everything is 
new. Given the nature of my work 
for the newspaper, only my calendar 
knows for sure where I will be and 
who I will be talking with on any 

given day. Sometimes, depending on 
what I’ve been able to arrange, I 
have whole days open. Other times I 
am racing from place to place, barely 
managing to keep the schedule cir-
cumstances have created for me. 

One thing for sure, I enjoy the 
community connections the news-
paper is able to facilitate, and I feel 
privileged to meet and speak with the 
many people in our coverage area 
whose desire is to make a positive 
impact–or even simply to be positive 
people. 

This week has given me many ex-

amples to share. In this edition is a 
story about the “BackPack” program 
operated by the Waseca Area Neigh-
borhood Service Center (WANSC). 
We all know there are people in our 
community who experience difficult 
times; It’s a delight to have learned 
more about the WANSC’s deter-
mination to help–and about the many 
volunteers and donors who make that 
help possible. 

Also delightful is the news that our 
community supported two successful 
blood drives over the past few days. 
Out at Farmamerica on Friday, and at 

Grace Lutheran Church from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. that same day, donors lined 
up to bare their sleeves. I found Kloe 
Wadd’s statement profound: “To give 
blood is to give life.” From the per-
spective of those holding the events, 
it makes sense that folks among us 
who are healthy and vibrant have 
every reason to contribute to a sys-
tem which supports others whose 
bodies are in need of a little help. 

A Red Cross worker informed me 
that about 25% of the eligible Amer-
ican population donates blood. 
Another 10% or so try to, but do not 
meet the donation criteria. 

For anyone who stays away be-
cause of a fear of needles, just imag-
ine how many needles the patients 
have had to endure: surely you can 
handle one. 

For anything you do that helps 
others, thank you. Keep up the good 
work. 

A privilege to report the news
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Hartland resident 
cannot be reached

ECHOES FROM THE 
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING 

 Here’s your gift. Forgive the 
brown paper bag. I don’t like to 
spend money on wrapping paper. 

 It’s the gift I gave you last year. 
 I don’t like to spend money on 

gifts either.  
DRIVING BY BRUCE'S 

DRIVE 
 I have a wonderful neighbor 

named Bruce. Whenever I pass his 
drive, thoughts occur to me. Not 
everyone is meant to be a Minne-
sotan. Friends and neighbors flee 
to the welcoming arms of warmer 
temperatures found in the south. 
My wife and I stay here and eat 
lefse. She presented delicious lefse 
to five grandchildren. She didn’t 
force them to eat it and they didn’t 
eat it. Only one had tried lefse be-
fore and the other four proved to 
be cautious eaters. I told them it 
was potatoes, butter and sugar. 
They like those things, but pur-
posely forgot to sample the lefse. I 
didn’t add, “Try it, you might like 
it.” I’m OK with them not eating 
the lefse. That means there is more 
for me. 

 The liftgate on my car isn’t as 
tall as I am. I bumped my head on 
it while putting holiday things into 
the car. I’d just flunked Situational 
Awareness 101. It was a glancing 
blow, but it stung like the dickens. 
I’m going to wear a safety helmet 
when I go shopping. 

 Christmas can be stressful and 
exhausting. Every day with a loved 
one is a gift. The year 2023 
showed me how lucky I am to 
have family and friends. Sadly, 
people important to us die around 
Christmas. Winston Evenson died 
at 96. People said he had a “good 
run.” I wish he’d been able to put 
on a few more miles. I taught a 
writing class in which I assigned 
my students the exercise of con-
cocting mottos for themselves. 
One, being as knuckleheaded as 
his instructor, always came up 
with, “I don’t believe in having a 
motto.” I shared one of mine, “I try 
to make the best use of every mo-
ment.” I don’t know if Winston 
had that as a motto, but that’s how 
he lived his life. Anne Lamott 
wrote that something was “like try-
ing to put an octopus to bed.” 
That’s how difficult it is to say 
goodbye, but platitudes and grat-
itude help. So does repeating their 
stories. 

 A Hartland resident became 
weary of his cellphone bills this 
summer. He tossed his phone onto 
the lawn and ran the mower over it 

a few times. He can’t be reached 
for comment. 

BLATHERSKITE 
 There are alleged lucky ways to 

usher in a New Year. Put my right 
foot down first when I get out of 
bed on New Year's Day. Saying 
“Rabbit, rabbit” before saying any-
thing else on the first day of a 
month brings good luck for a 
month. Eating grains, ring-shaped 
foods like bagels or donuts, tanger-
ines, greens, pork or cornbread on 
New Year’s Day. I went with my 
right foot first, said “Rabbit, rab-
bit” and ate oatmeal. I should be 
golden. 

I’VE LEARNED 
 When I was telling stories in 

Oklahoma, a fellow told me the 
lone star on the flag of Texas is a 
rating. 

 In Ohio, an audience member 
asked me, "What has five toes and 
isn't your foot?" It was his foot. 

 Social media has shown us why 
products need warning labels. 

 It’s difficult to lose both socks 
of a pair, but it’s easy to lose one.   

 Something I’m hoping to learn. 
The population of Waldorf, Min-
nesota, is 201. Who is the one? 

NATURE NOTES 
 I’d finished my radio show 

about nature and at its completion, 
the station played The Mamas and 
Papas singing, “I've been for a 
walk on a winter's day. I'd be safe 
and warm if I was in L.A. Califor-
nia dreamin' on such a winter's 
day.” 

 I went for a walk on a winter’s 
day without the California dream-
ing. The feeders were semi-busy. 
Mild winter weather leads to less-
ened feeder activity. Severe 
weather brings birds to the feeders 
just as it brings people to the 
grocery stores.  

 If I taught a bird appreciation 
class, and I have, Joan E. Strass-
man’s “Slow Birding: The Art and 
Science of Enjoying the Birds in 
Your Own Backyard” would be a 
good textbook. Joan presents new 
and old information in pleasing 
ways. A dark-eyed junco loses 7% 
of its body weight when at rest 
overnight. Robins have found that 
regurgitated insects and earth-
worms make a great baby formula. 
Thanks to jays burying acorns to 
cache, “mighty oaks from little 
blue jays grow.” Cooper’s hawks, 
once known as chicken hawks, 
have created another definition of 
the term “feeder bird.” 

MEETING ADJOURNED 
 Being kind is the work of a life-

time.

Grace Lutheran Church of Waseca 
set and exceeded a goal of receiving 
36 units of blood for its Red Cross 
Blood Drive held from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on Friday, December 29.  The 
drive actually brought in a total of 40 
units.  

High School senior Addie Wiesler 
oversaw the organization for the 
blood drive. Her work helped her 
qualify to receive a Red Cross schol-
arship.  Mary Jenatscheck provided 
supervision for the event. 

  

“Leading up to the blood drive we 
learned from the Red Cross about the 
critical need for blood.  The blood 
donors provided such a needed and 
generous gift,” said Jenatscheck.  
The American Red Cross continues 
to experience a national blood and 

platelet shortage.  The organization 
declared a national blood shortage on 
Sept. 11, 2023 citing a critically low 
blood supply level.  

Grace Lutheran holds successful blood drive
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Life’s Moments Deserve Beautiful Flowers - Let Us Help!

Store Hours
Mon-Fri ......................8 AM-6 PM
Sat ...............................9 AM-5 PM
Sun ....................................... Closed

810 N. State St.
Waseca,MN 56093
(507) 835-3790

Family owned and
operated since 1972

wasecafloral.com
rickmorris982@gmail.com

BATTENFIELD
LAWN CARE

zachbattenfield@gmail.com

Zach Battenfield
507-521-0226

Lawn Maintenance
& Residential

Snow Removal

• Since 1942 •

Great Home Cooking • Catering
Full Breakfast Menu • Daily Lunch Specials

104 State Street, Waseca MN • 835-1259

Jane Wagner dies at age 57
NRHEG’s ‘Hurricane’

By ELI LUTGENS 
Publisher/Editor 

There's a giant void in the New 
Richland area that in no way can be 
filled. 

Hurricanes are, after all, extremely 
rare here on the prairie. 

No longer will Jane Wagner be 
there to brighten the day of most 
anyone she encountered. The area's 
favorite basketball mom died sud-
denly last Sunday at the age of 57. 

Wagner, nicknamed "Hurricane," 
a moniker she embraced, was born in 
1966 and grew up in New Richland. 
She met her husband, Darren, in 
study hall in high school. Together 
they raised five children: Alex, 35; 
Danny 32; Carlie, 28; and twins 
Maddie and Marnie, 25. 

“Everybody knows everybody by 
name,” Jane said in an interview in 
2016. “We’re all friends.” 

“Her smile would light any room, 
her heart would heal any hurt,” Car-
lie, Jane’s oldest daughter, said on 
Facebook Sunday. “She was the most 
giving and selfless person, and she 
loved her family so, so much, and it 
most definitely showed. Love you 
Mom.” 

The Wagner family can easily be 
associated with sports, and New 
Richland-Hart land-Ellendale-
Geneva. 

“Jane was the mom who was at 
every game and track meet with a 
bag full of snacks for the kids,” 
NRHEG Track Coach Duey Ferber 
told the Star Eagle. 

Ferber coached the two Wagner 
boys Alex and Danny in junior high 
football and Carlie, Maddie, and 
Marnie in track for six years. In total, 
he spent 10 years coaching the Wag-
ner kids. 

“She would be bundled up at a 
cold track meet in her bag chair play-
fully blaming me for the cold 
weather and blaming me for her kids 
being out for track,” Ferber said. “If 
you would rank Panther fans in the 
history of NRHEG, she would be at 
the top.” 

Jane would do whatever she could 
to help those around her. 

In an article printed in the Star 
Eagle last year, Jane’s name, refer-
enced as “New Richland’s most fa-
mous basketball mom” slipped into 
the story. While Gene Amley was 
being interviewed, Jane walked in. 

“Tell me what you want and I’ll 
bring you something good for 
supper,” Jane told Gene before scur-
rying back to town. 

Amley was asked if Jane and he 
were related. 

"No," said Amley. "She's just look-
ing in on me." 

Other former coaches and teachers 
have nothing but kind words about 
Jane. 

“Jane was nothing but upbeat, pos-
itive and supportive,” NRHEG’s 
John Schultz shared. 

Schultz, either in the head coach-
ing position or through the assistant 
role, coached Carlie in basketball 
from grades 3 through 12 and the 
twins from grades 7-12. He also was 
a teacher in physical education and 
health classes for three years to all 
five Wagner kids, and served as an 
assistant coach for two years to 
Danny and Alex when they played 
football. 

“Once you met Jane, you would 
not forget her. And she would never 
forget you," said Schultz. "She was 
very family oriented and her pride 
and joy was her kids. And for good 

reason. Her kids are so very kind as 
well. Jane and Darren did such a 
great job raising their children. Jane 
had a high energy personality. She al-
ways made you laugh. For this, she 
earned the nickname “Hurricane 
Jane.” She will be missed so much.” 

“Jane was always introduced as 
The Hurricane, but often she was the 
eye of the storm, at the center of a 
bustling family unit,” Mark Domeier 
said. 

Domeier taught all five Wagner 
kids in English, coached the boys in 
junior high baseball, and is the fa-
mous “voice of Panthers,” who 
served as announcer during the Lady 
Panthers' state championship seasons 
in 2013 and ‘14. 

“As the matriarch of a great 
family, she was always even more 

concerned about her kids being good 
people and working hard than she 
was about any athletic achieve-
ments,” said Domeier. 

In another past interview, Carlie 
credited her humble, grateful attitude 
to her parents. “The Wagners’ low-
key approach to sports parenting 
gives a strong hint about where Car-
lie gets her humble, grateful atti-
tude,” the story reads. “The same 
could be said for New Richland as a 
whole. People here know about and 
celebrate Wagner’s athletic accom-
plishments. But when they say hello 
to her, it’s because they’re her 
friends, not because she’s a celebrity. 
As Jane said: “She’s just Carlie 
here.”’ 

As NRHEG knows, she’s just Jane 
here. She's the Panthers' No. 1 fan.

The Wagner Family

 “Jane was the mom who was at every 
game and track meet with a bag full 
of snacks for the kids. She would be 
bundled up at a cold track meet in her 
bag chair playfully blaming me for the 
cold weather and for her kids being 
out for track.”                        — Duey Ferber

porations and philanthropic organ-
izations, as well as from individ-
uals and local “drives” sponsored 
by various groups. This year’s 
iWealth holiday basket initiative 
raised $12,000, some of which has 
gone to support the .  

“For the BackPack program, 
monetary donations are the most 
practical because we need close to 
300 of each item per week,” said 
Kolander. “Since we buy in bulk, 
and because certain programs/food 
suppliers can provide special pric-
ing, the food shelf can probably 
stretch those donated dollars 
further than a typical consumer 
can.”  

Given the volume of food 
needed to continue supplying the 
bags, Kolander says she is always 

shopping. She tells the story of 
contacting a Hy-Vee food store 
and requesting more than 1,000 
cans of a certain brand of chicken 
noodle soup that was on sale. 
“They were completely surprised 
by the number,” Kolander re-
members. “But they were happy to 
oblige and supply as close to that 
number to us for purchase as they 
were able.” 

Kolander also expresses her 
gratitude for the consistent work 
done by a group of students from 
the Southwest Metro Transitional 
Program, which helps special 
needs students earn their diplomas. 
The students come to the food 
shelf and put together a production 
line, filling the majority of the 
bags needed each week and then 
delivering them to the appropriate 
school(s). Another set of vol-
unteers is coordinated by Grace 
Lutheran Church to package and 
deliver the remaining BackPacks 
to Sacred Heart and TEAM. 

■ Program 
 from Page 1

unteers brought in the most: 
$1,777.  The Sheriff’s Department 
raised $1,449; and fire volunteers 
collected $1,074. 

“This community supports each 
other,” Chair of the Waseca 
County Salvation Army John Pe-
tersburg said. “I’d like to give a 
heartfelt thank you to all who are 
a part of this.” 

Waseca Police Chief Penny 
Vought said her group had a really 
fun time. 

“I know people in need, in our 
community, will benefit from 
this,” Vought said. 

In their efforts to raise funds, 
various departments got creative. 

The Sheriff’s office brought in a 
horse and jingle bells. The fire de-
partment brought in a rescue dog. 

Despite the embellishments, ho-
wever, the police department 
brought in the most. Chief Vought 
shared that one donation pushed 
her department's collection efforts 
over the top when a patron ap-
proached them and asked if they 
needed funds. That individual then 
wrote a check for $1,000–clearly a 
major boost to their cause.  

Petersburg thinks the end-of-
year total for donations will be 
about $8,000.  

For those looking to donate, 
they can access the Salvation 
Army website and select the 
Waseca County chapter. Posters 
around town also have a QR code 
which persons with a smartphone 
can scan and donate from.  

The Salvation Army of Waseca 
is also looking for committee 
members to join their four-person 
group. Members typically meet 
about four times a year for lunch 
at the home of Petersburg. Inter-
ested persons are encouraged to 
contact Petersburg.  

■ Bells 
 from Page 1

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

As she finishes her time as “Miss Southern Min-
nesota,” Kloe Wadd wanted to facilitate another 
public service event. When it was time to choose 
the cause, the choice was obvious. 

“To give blood is to give life,” she observed. 
Wadd, 19, is now an Agricultural Business and 

Agricultural Communications major at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, Crookston. She will be passing 
on her title with the Miss America Organization 
when a new recipient is named on January 20. 

A blood drive held the afternoon of December 
29 at Farmamerica filled quickly; by the end of the 
afternoon, 25 pints of blood had been collected. 
“People who know us know how important blood 
donation has been for our family,” said Kari Wadd, 
mother to both Kloe and son Mason.  

Publicity in advance of the blood drive de-
scribed the lifesaving value of blood donations 
Mason, now 17, received after it was discovered 
he had a rare blood disorder. He received his first 
blood transfusion before he was even born, and 
needed several more while an infant. Kari now do-
nates blood plasma to assist with research regard-
ing that same disorder.  

“More than half the people giving today,” Kari 
observed during the drive, “are first-time donors.” 
Many were also acquaintances and even relatives 
to the Wadd family. 

Kari’s sister Kendra Hoffman came from 
Hanska to take part. Hoffman expressed her pleas-
ure at being able to meet all the Red Cross criteria 
and donate. “It’s been a fantastic experience,” she 

enthused. “I’ll gladly do it again in the future.” 
Cousin Seth Rosin, 21, came from Nicollet. 

Rosin, too, was donating for the first time. His re-
action? 

“Do it! It’s exciting to be able to do something 
so simple and do so much good.” 

Kloe observed that the Red Cross has declared 
the U.S. to be in a “national emergency” when it 
comes to the blood supply. She had been told that 
donations have dropped considerably since the 
Covid pandemic, and perhaps people are nervous 
about returning to the donation tables. 

“We really encourage people to donate,” she 

said. “We want people to know there are carefully 
designed safety procedures. 

“We’ll take care of them.” 
His family members mentioned that Mason had 

intended to be present for the blood drive, but be-
cause of having been exposed to Covid was forced 
to quarantine.  

“It’s a shame, too,” said Kari. “He’s coming up 
on the one-year anniversary of his heart surgery, 
and he is ready to share his story. 

“He also wanted to express his gratitude. It’s do-
nors like the people here who saved his life.” 

A blood drive held Dec. 29 at Farmamerica was in observance of the many ways the 
Wadd family has benefitted from, and contributed to blood services. Kari (left) and Kloe 
(right) Wadd with family members Seth Rosin and Kendra Hoffman flanking blood drive 
worker Ashley Peterson, of Mankato.                        Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Sheriff's posse volunteers brought a horse to call attention 
to their service "ringing the bell" for the Waseca County Salva-
tion Army outside the Waseca Walmart store on December 2.

‘To give blood is to give life’

25 pints collected

Donations make vital difference to Wadd family

Get your news in the Pioneer 
• news@wasecacountypioneer.com 
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O B I T U A R I E S
Margaret Hasslen 

MARGARET MARIE (GUYER) 
HASSLEN, age 102, of Waseca, 
died, Saturday, December 30, 2023, 
at Lakeshore Inn Nursing and Re-
habilitation Center in Waseca. 

Born in Waseca, on December 19, 
1921, a daughter of the late William 
and Gena (Moen) Guyer. Margaret 
graduated from Waseca High School 
in 1939, she attended Mankato 
Teachers College, then graduated 
from Minneapolis Business College. 
Her years of employment included 
E.F. Johnson Co., Waseca Mutual In-
surance Co., Bank of America in Pa-
sadena, California, Southern School 
of Agriculture, and the University of 
Minesota Technical College, where 
she met and married Harland Hass-

len. They enjoyed gardening, travel-
ing, and spending winters in Tucson, 
Arizona. She was an active member 
of Faith United Methodist Church, 
Monday Study Club, plus a lot of 
coffee parties. Margaret was a gra-
cious person who was blessed with 
good health for most of her life and 
always generous to her family, 
friends, and community.  

She is survived by her stepdaugh-
ter, Kathy, and Gary Perreault; two 
step-grandchildren, Brady, and An-
drew Perreault; step great-grandson, 
Caden Perreault; niece Betty and 
husband Charles Rafferty, and sev-
eral great nieces, nephews, and 
many wonderful friends. She is pre-
ceded in death by her parents, Wil-
liam and Gena; her husband 
Harland; stepson Douglas and his 

wife Linda Hasslen; brother and 
sister-in-law George and Ethel 
Guyer; sister, Helen Smith; and 
niece, Sharon and husband Mark 
Weckwerth. 

Visitation was held, Wednesday, 
January 3, 2024, from 10:00 AM – 
11:00 AM at Fatih United Methodist 
Church in Waseca. Funeral services 
were held at 11:00 AM at the church 
with Pastor Jon Schultz officiating. 
Private family interment was held in 
the Woodville Cemetery in Waseca. 
Memorials may be made in Marga-
rets’ name to Faith United Methodist 
Church in Waseca. 

Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt 
Funeral and Cremation Service 
Waseca ~ Waterville ~ Janesville 

Margaret Hasslen

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610

teschservice@mediacombb.net

Tesch Service Center
Family-Owned Automotive Repair 
• wheel alignments
• brake services
• suspension repairs
• towing & more!
Call us today!

Winston Evenson 
Winston Burnett Evenson, a lov-

ing father, grandfather, and proud 
member of his community, passed 
away peacefully, surrounded by his 
loving daughters, on December 22, 
2023 at the New Richland Care 
Center. Born on June 28, 1927 in 
New Richland, Winston was the 
son of Arthur and Alice (Sunde) 
Evenson. 

After graduating from New 
Richland High School in 1945, 
Winston answered the call of duty 
and joined the United States Army 
on September 5, 1946. Serving his 
country with honor and dedication, 
he was honorably discharged on 
January 22, 1948. 

In June of 1951, Winston mar-
ried the love of his life, Lorraine 
Wenzel, and together they built a 
beautiful life in New Richland. 
They were blessed with two 
daughters, Mary and LeAnn, who 
brought them immense joy and 
pride. He and Lorraine enjoyed 
their time together and with 
friends, spending time dancing at 
many different venues in the area. 

Throughout his life, Winston 
worked as a dedicated truck driver 
for Shurson Trucking and also as-
sisted in digging basements in the 
area. He later enjoyed working at 
WFS with area farmers.  Winston's 
commitment to serving others ex-
tended beyond his work, as he de-
voted his time to the New Richland 
Fire Department and proudly 
served as chaplain for the Ameri-
can Legion Post 75. In 2010 he had 
the honor of joining local veterans 
on an honor flight to Washington 
DC; the first and only flight Win-
ston took in his lifetime. Winston's 
sense of duty and love for his 
country were evident in his service, 
reflecting his unwavering commit-
ment to the values he held dear.  An 
active member of St. Peter Lu-
theran Church, Winston served as 
Sunday School superintendent, 
council member, and usher, em-
bodying his strong Christian faith. 

Known for his warm and 
friendly demeanor, Winston was 
cherished by all who knew him. He 
had a genuine passion for his coun-
try, frequently expressing his belief 
that it was the best place to live. A 
lover of sports, he enjoyed watch-
ing games and supporting his 
grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren in their various activities. 
Winston had an incredible memory 
and held a wealth of knowledge, 
earning him the reputation of being 
a great historian within the com-
munity and his family. 

In his leisure time, Winston 
could often be found cruising 
around town in his golf cart, taking 
the opportunity to visit friends and 
have a friendly chat. His presence 
at the local elevator, sipping coffee 
with his companions, will be 
dearly missed. Winston had an un-
wavering love for his family, find-

ing great joy in spending time with 
them or hearing their voices over 
the phone. 

As we bid farewell to Winston, 
we remember his compassionate 
spirit, his dedication to his com-
munity, and his profound love for 
his family. He leaves behind a leg-
acy of kindness and genuine 
friendship that will be cherished by 
all who were fortunate enough to 
have known him. 

Winston will be lovingly re-
membered by his daughters, Mary 
Routh and LeAnn (Curt) Fuchs; 
grandchildren, Alison (Jesse) Nel-
son, Rusty (Kalisha Atkins) Routh, 
Adam (Missy) Routh, Barry 
(Emily) Fuchs, Ross (Megan) 
Fuchs, and Cole Fuchs; great-
grandchildren, Axel, Rex, Magnus, 
Eero, Lila, Lucy, Leni, Leia, Elle, 
Jude, Ava, Eli, Rhett, Esme, 
Emma, Vivian, Owen, and Lila; 
siblings, Joanne (Roger) Cherring-
ton, Kathryn Parriott, and Charles 
(Karee) Evenson, sisters-in-law, 
Ann Wenzel, Arlene (Rod) 
Johnson, and Karen Evenson; 
along with many nieces and 
nephews.   

Winston was preceded in death 
by his parents; wife, Lorraine in 
2019; son-in-law, Dean Routh; 
siblings, Roger (Yvonne) Evenson, 
Eilene (Maynard) Johnson, and 
Ellsworth Evenson; brothers-in-
law, Earl Parriott, Lester (Marian) 
Wenzel, and Billy Wenzel; and 
niece, Ruth Ann Hager. 

A funeral service was held on 
Saturday, December 30, 2023 at 11 
a.m. at St. Peter Lutheran Church, 
New Richland, MN; Pastor Scott 
Williams officiated. Interment is at 
St Peter Cemetery in New Rich-
land, MN. 

Winston will be forever remem-
bered in our hearts as someone 
who loved his life, had pride in his 
country and community, and truly 
enjoyed being in the company of 
friends and family. May his legacy 
serve as a reminder to live each 
day to the fullest, to cherish our 
loved ones, and to approach life's 
challenges with the same steadfast 
determination that defined Win-
ston's remarkable journey. 

 

Winston Evenson 

Delores Weller 
Delores Joann Weller, 87, 

passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday, December 27, 
2023 at her home. A funeral 
service was held Tuesday, 
January 2, 2024 at St. Theo-
dores Catholic Church at 
11AM with visitation held an 
hour prior. Father Kurt Farrell 
will be officiating. 

Delores was born on Sept. 
14, 1936 in Waseca MN to Leo 
and Helen (Johnson) Praxl. 
She attended Sacred Heart 
Catholic School in Waseca, 
MN. Delores was united in 

matrimony to the love of her 
life, Richard Weller, at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church on 
Sept. 21, 1954. Together the 
couple moved to Albert Lea in 
1955. 

Delores worked at Enders 
Tool Co for 28 years and Ed-
ward Manual Acting for 8 
years. She enjoyed ballroom 
dancing in Clear Lake and 
polka in Gibbon, MN. She also 
enjoyed hunting and fishing, 
specifically geese in Saskatch-
ewan, upland game in Alberta, 
and pheasants in South Da-
kota. Together they shared a 
cabin at Shell Lake for 6 years. 

Delores is preceded in death 
by her parents Leo and Helen 
Praxl and brothers Jack, Jim, 
and Wayne. 

Delores is survived by her 
husband Richard, sister-in-law 
Phoebe Praxl, and many nieces 
and nephews. 

The family would like to 
give a special thanks to De-
lores’ Care team, Embrace 
Home Health Care, and St. 
Croix Hospice for their excep-
tional care. 

Memorials are preferred to 
Embrace Home Health Care 
and St. Croix Hospice. 

Delores Weller

Lester Keith Root 
LESTER KEITH ROOT, age 91 

of Waseca died on Monday, Janu-
ary 1, 2024 at Colony Court in 
Waseca. 

Born on December 17, 1932 in 
Waseca County, Minnesota, he 
was the son of Enoch and Irene 
(O’Riley) Root.  He attended 
school in rural Waseca County.   
Lester proudly served his country 
in the United States Navy during 
the Korean War, serving on the 
USS Leyte from 1950 until 1953.   
Lester met Minnie Oeltjenbruns on 
a blind date at a card party.  They 
married six months later in Moun-
tain Lake, Minnesota on June 6, 
1954.   

Lester worked for Herter’s and 
then the E.F. Johnson Co. in 
Waseca until his retirement.  He 
enjoyed spending time in his work-
shop (listening to classic country 
radio), where he could build, re-
pair, or restore almost anything for 
family and friends including 
buggies and sleighs.  In addition to 
spending time with his family and 
watching his grandkids sporting 
events, Lester and Minnie enjoyed 
dancing, playing cards, fishing and 
traveling in their motor home 
throughout the United States.   
Lester was a proud member of St. 
John Lutheran Church in Waseca 
and the Waseca American Legion 
and VFW. 

He is survived by his wife, Min-
nie of Waseca; three children, Del-
win (Sheryl) Root, Dawn Kraus, 
and Donna (Robert) Jorissen; four 
grandchildren, Jacob, Andrew, 
Ashley and Joshua; and six great 
grandchildren, Vivian, Owen, 
Dylan, Stella, Graham, and Leona.   

He is also survived by siblings, 
Leona Wenzel, Leland Root, and 
Lyle (Sharon) Root.     He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents; 
sister, Leta Clemons; and brothers, 
Lyndel and Lowell. 

Visitation will be held on Mon-
day, January 8, 2024 from 4-7 PM 
at the Third Street Chapel of Den-
nis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral and 
Cremation Service in Waseca, and 
will continue for one hour before 
services at the church on Tuesday. 

Memorial services will be held 
on Tuesday, January 9, 2024 at 
11:00 AM at St. John Lutheran 
Church in Waseca.   Burial will fol-
low at Woodville Cemetery in 
Waseca. 

In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider donating to a hospice facility 
of your choice. 

Lester’s family would like to ex-
tend a special thanks to the staffs 
of Colony Court and Mayo Clinic 
Hospice for their kindness and care 
for Lester.

Lester Root

———————————— 
Farmamerica “Raise a 
Toast” event 6 p.m. 
January 12 

The Farmamerica “Raise a Toast” 
four-course meal and ladies’ night 
out fellowship will begin at 6 p.m. 
Friday, January 12. For more infor-
mation contact Farmamerica: 507-
835-2052. 

———————————— 
Waseca Area Chamber 
of Commerce Awards 
Banquet 8 p.m. January 
22 

The Waseca Area Chamber of 
Commerce is hosting the annual 
Community Awards Banquet from 5 
to 7:30 p.m. January 22 at Starfire 
Event Center. Cost is $35 per person.   

———————————— 
Waseca American Le-
gion Adult Carnival 5 
p.m. Jan. 26 

An American Legion fundraiser 
set to begin at 5 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 
26, will include beer and wine tast-
ing, a “wine wall,” games with 
prizes, and both a silent and a live 
auction. Food will include Philly 
cheesesteak, loaded fries, and more. 
For more information: 507-833-
9935. 

———————————— 
Farmamerica Winter 
Charm on the Farm 11 
a.m. January 27 

Family oriented Winter Charm on 
the Farm will be at Farmamerica 
from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m. Celebrate 
winter with carriage rides, snow-
shoeing, s’mores, hot chocolate, 
snow painting and more. Tickets can 
be purchased on Farmamerica’s web-
site. More information by calling 
507-835-2052. 

———————————— 

Waseca Area Caregiver 
Services Fundraiser 8 
p.m. January 28 

A fundraiser is being held to sup-
port veterans and underserved com-
munities is being hosted January 28 
at the Waseca VFW by Waseca Area 
Caregiver Services. The fundraiser 
will be an All-You-Can-Eat breakfast 
with a bake sale, and music provided 
by Kozy. Breakfast is from 8 a.m. to 
12 or while supplies last.  

———————————— 
3 on 3 basketball tour-
nament April 6, 2024 

The inaugural 3 on 3 Blair Nelson 
memorial basketball tournament will 
be held April 6, 2024 at Waseca high 
school. Games begin at 9 a.m. Divi-
sions for grades 4th-8th and a high 
school division. Max of 6 players per 
team. Three point and free contests 
and other fun events will also take 
place.  

———————————— 
Shepherd’s Robe Free 
store Tuesdays from 1-3 

and 5-7 p.m. 
The Shepherd’s Robe free store 

offers clothing, supplies, and much 
more for free to all interested parties. 
The store is located at Vista Cov-
enant Church, 14679 275th Avenue, 
New Richland. 

———————————— 
Waldorf Veterans  
Memorial Fund Drive 

Donations are requested to support 
the construction of the Waldorf Vet-
erans Memorial. Checks written to 
WVMP Fund Drive can be mailed to 
WVMP Fund Drive; Judy Joecks, 
treasurer; P.O. Box 55; Waldorf, MN 
56091. Questions can be directed to 
Charlie Barnes at (763) 286-2246. 

———————————— 
Waseca County  
Stagecoach History 

Judy Joecks is compiling a history 
of stagecoach routes in Waseca 
County. She would appreciate hear-
ing from anyone who has infor-
mation regarding stagecoach trails or 
stops. (507) 317-1345.

■ Briefs 
 from Page 1
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86 Years Ago – The Waseca Journal, January 5, 1938 
- The fervor of Waseca county sportsmen took a pendulum swing dur-

ing the year 1937, according to figures released from the county auditor's 
office this week which showed a sharp decline in the number of small 
game licenses issues and a corresponding rise in the number of fishing 
licenses. Small game licenses this year numbered 1122 as compared with 
1750 a year ago, a drop of 628 hunters who took to the fields of the county 
in 1937. Fishing licenses showed an increase of 290 when 2927 licenses 
were issued to top last year's figure of 2637. 

- After a wait of two years, Janesville was alloted funds through PWA 
early this week with which to proceed with the erection of a new munic-
ipal power plant. The allottment, according to press dispatches, will be 
$105,455. Janesville approved the project by vote two years ago, but the 
funds were held up due to litigation in federal courts regarding the legality 
of using public funds for the construction of municipal power plants. A 
recent decision of the supreme court upheld the validity of the plan, 
thereby releasing funds for this purpose. 

- At a meeting of the county Red Cross at the Legion club rooms on 
Wednesday night, Martin Koehler, Waseca druggist, was elected chairman 
of the group for the year 1938, succeeding Miss Dorothy Huseby of New 
Richland in the position. 

- With 4,000 tons to pack this season, work got under way today at the 
Johnston ice house and on the lake cutting, storing and packing the annual 
ice-harvest. The work is handled under the direction of Ray Johnston with 
a crew of eight men on the lake, 14 at the ice-house and eight on trucks. 
The hole from which the ice is being taken is cut about 30 feet into the 
lake in front of the bath-house at Clear Lake park. About 2,000 tons will 
be packed for consumption in Waseca and the remaining 2,000 tons will 
be shipped from Waseca to Tracy for use by the C&NW Railway. 

93 Years Ago – The Waseca Herald, January 1, 1931 
- In the December payment for November butterfat, the Waseca Co-

operative Creamery patrons received 40 cents a pound net, which is prob-
ably the highest price paid by any cooperative creamery in Minnesota. 
This is due to the exceptionally high quality of Waseca butter, which has 
been handled for years by a big Philadelphia concern which pays a nice 
premium above the regular market price, as they cater to a high-class 
trade. In view of the fact that butter prices have dropped to the lowest 
figure in 25 years, Buttermaker Anderson and the officers of the Waseca 
Creamery Ass'n are entitled to congratulations on this record. 

- Last Sunday night Joe Powell, son of Hiram Powell of Blooming 
Grove, parked the family car north of the Farmers National Bank while 
he went to the theatre. When he came out the car was gone. The thief had 
no trouble in starting away as the key had been left in the car. Sheriff 
Wadd and the police were called and surrounding towns were notified 
and a description of the car broadcasted, but as yet no trace of it has been 
found. 

- Dr. B. J. Gallagher has been recently notified of his appointment as 
resident physician for the two railroads entering Waseca. He received the 
appointment from the North Western shortly after the death of the late 
Dr. Swartwood and the M. & St. L appointment last week. The work re-
quires the periodical examination of railway employees and caring for 
any injury of illness sustained in the course of their employment. In this 
case, the railway companies rather than the doctor are to be congratulated 
in selecting a man who has been eminently successful in his profession. 
Dr. Gallagher is a graduate of the University of Minnesota and took post-
graduate work at the Mayo Clinic, where he later became a member of 
the Mayo staff in the operating department. In addition to his experience 
in Rochester, he served as a surgeon overseas during the World War and 
had a year's experience in a German prison camp, as he refused to aban-
don the wounded American soldiers when the regiment to which he was 
attached was captured by the enemy. 

151 Years Ago – The Waseca Weekly News, January 1, 1873 
- Last week, the surveyors on the Minneapolis & St. Louis road reached 

Wilton, where, at last accounts, they were looking for the best point of 
crossing of the LeSueur River. This line, as surveyed, passes about a mile 
and a half west of this village. As a result of these surveys, real estate has 
taken a rise in Wilton, and one or two sales have been made. In connection 
with this matter, it is proper to say that Messers. Wells and Washburn, of 
Minneapolis, were in New York last week to see what could be done in 
the way of raising means to build the road early next season. 

- Last Saturday, Mr. L. A. Gage, of this township, was in the Brick 
Store of Mr. Simon Smith, trading. He laid his pocket-book and mittens 
on the counter in the front room while he stepped into the back room to 
look at some sugars. He was not gone more than a couple of minutes, but 
when he returned his pocket-book, containing $15.00, was gone. The per-
son who stole it would feel better during the remainder of life if he were 
to return it, and perhaps save a public exposure by doing so. P.S. Since 
the above was in type we learn that the pocket-book was found on the 
street, and returned to the owner. 

- We have always been skeptical in regard to spiritual manifestations. 
We have seriously doubted the capacity of spirits to exercise muscular 
power on earth. But that doubt is now removed. It was removed in this 
wise: A very respectable, honest, worthy, hospitable farmer of St. Mary 
township, by name Dennis Sheehan, on or about Christmas, came into 
this village, as, indeed, he has done many a time heretofore; and while 
he was acted upon in a mysterious manner by spirits which seemed to 
take entire control of him. He started home, after a while, but the evil 
spirits still clung to him and did their utmost to freeze him to-death on 
the prairie. After a terrible struggle, however, he threw off their influence 
as to reach home. It was a narrow escape, we are told, as his hands and 
feet and face do testify – Such spirits are always dangerous to have 
around, and we would advise spewing them out.

Waseca Archives
By MELISSA DUNN 

Staff Writer 
The Waseca School board ap-

proved a $5.3 million tax levy, an in-
crease of 4.71% for taxes payable in 
2024 at the “Truth in Taxation” meet-
ing held December 21. No members 
of the public were in attendance for 
business director Matt Moline’s de-
tailed report summarizing the distri-
bution of local tax levies used in 
support of the district. Moline’s data 
of levy amounts from 2008 up to the 
current year demonstrate a six-year 
average of a 1.71% increase per year. 
Adjustments are based on changes in 
population, state statutes and board 
authority, changes in property values, 
building bond, and census data. 

      An interesting piece of Mo-

line’s report summarized legislative 
actions to assist districts including 
local optional revenue (LOR), a sys-
tem under which the state allows 
school boards to access some operat-
ing dollars without having to seek 
voter approval. Moline said the dis-
trict currently uses the full amount 
allowed but Waseca is one of 98 dis-
tricts that does not have an additional 
operating referendum above and 
beyond the LOR. 

      Moline said this is the first 
year the Agriculture to Tax Credit, 
new in 2018, has increased to the full 
70%. Since about 36% of the area 
covered by the district is agricultural 
land, it will receive around $600,000 
in state aid that originally would 
have been paid by taxpayers. 

The 2023-24 audit report by Clif-
ton Larson Allen resulted in a 
“clean” report; no compliance issues 
were noted and only one deficiency 
in the financial reporting process.  

Superintendent Eric Hudspith and 
Director of Teaching and Learning 
Brooke McGuire shared highlights 
of the district’s World’s Best Work-
force (WBWF) report, which was 
submitted to the state in December. 
The purpose of WBWF is to enhance 
student achievement and review the 
teaching and learning supports the 
district has established, as well as en-
suring the long-term strategic plans 

and goals in place are monitored and 
tracked. McGuire’s presentation for 
school year 2022-23 illustrated that 
90.1% of incoming kindergarteners 
were assessed to be ready for school, 
that 43.5% of third-graders read at a 
proficient level, achievement gaps 
for students of color were reduced by 
less than ten percent, 71% of gradu-
ating seniors felt prepared for the 
transition to college, the workplace, 
or the military, and 74.2% of students 
within the district graduated in four 
years. McGuire summarized that 
while the kindergarten readiness goal 
had been met, the other goals were 
on track. 

The school board will hold its or-
ganizational meeting at 5:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, January 4. 

Board approves 4.71% levy increase
             WASECA                
      SCHOOL BOARD

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY
WANTED: 

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 

up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 

prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

FREE HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 
for those that qualify. Government pro-

gram for recipients of select programs 

include Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-

sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-

vivor Benefi ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 

internet service. Bonus off er: Android 

tablet FREE with one-time $20 co-

pay. Free shipping & handling. Call 

Maxsip Telecom today! 866/433-5324

TIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EXPERTS

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Over 

$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 

fees cancelled in 2019. Get free in-

formational package and learn 

how to get rid of your timeshare! 

Free consultations. Over 450 posi-

tive reviews. Call 855/534-9138

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-

prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-

line installation and service. Now featur-

ing our FREE shower package and $1600 

Off  for a limited time! Call today! Financ-

ing available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET YOUR DEDUCTION 
ahead of the year-end! Donate your car, 

truck, or SUV to assist the blind and 

visually impaired. Arrange a swift, no-

cost vehicle pickup and secure a gener-

ous year-end tax credit. Call Heritage 

for the Blind Today at 844/220-9501

SWITCH TO DISH
and get up to a $300 gift card! Plus get 

the Multisport pack included for a limited 

time! Hurry, call for details: 855/562-4309

within the county which are regarded 
as presenting a priority need for re-
placement. Kollar pointed out that 
the list is shorter than in the last cou-
ple of years because a number of 
bridges were replaced during this 
past construction season.  

Now at the top of the list are a 
bridge on County Road 5 and two on 
County Road 3. Of those three, Kol-
lar told commissioners, contracts for 
work this year are already in place 
for two, and the bid process is under-
way to find a contractor for the third. 

Commissioner De Malterer com-
plimented Kollar’s work: “We knew 
we were behind,” she commented re-
garding the number of insufficient 
bridges in the county. “It’s a very 
positive thing to see us making pro-
gress.” 

Also acting on the “organiza-
tional” nature of the meeting, Kollar 
confirmed with county commis-
sioners that, as it has in the past, the 
Waseca County website will serve as 
the “official” publishing agent for 
any legally required public notices. 

Human resources department head 
Melissa Sexton reported on the 
state’s new “Earned Sick and Safe 
Time” (ESST) requirement. Under 

this new law, anyone who works for 
an employer for 80 hours or more 
during a given year must be regarded 
as an employee and be given the op-
portunity to earn sick and safe time 
at a rate of one hour earned for each 
30 hours worked. 

In answer to commissioner Brian 
Harguth’s question whether the new 
requirements would create a “logis-
tical nightmare” for her department, 
Sexton responded that only 8 to 10 
seasonal and temporary employees 
are likely to be affected by the new 
rule, as the existing county policies 
already meet or exceed the new stan-
dards for its 126 full-time and part-
time workers. County administrator 
Michael Johnson predicted that Sex-
ton’s department will also be ex-
pected to produce and submit a 
report to the state regarding the 
county’s level of compliance. 

Waseca County facilities manager 
Brian Tomford shared information 
with commissioners regarding 
“abandoned” cemeteries which, over 
time, have become the county’s re-
sponsibility. Tomsford told the board 
the list of such cemeteries, currently 
includes locations named Peddlers’ 
Grove, Dusbabeck, Freedom Free, 
Prairie Peace, Felske, and Radloff. 

Tomford presented a proposed 
policy to be followed when individ-
uals request burial in any of these lit-
tle-used locations; among the 
requirements is that the applicant 

have a clear link or association with 
individuals already buried on the 
sites. Tomsford revealed that, in the 
past four years, only three such 
requests have been placed. 

The ensuing conversation revealed 
that most cemeteries within the 
county are under the management of 
a church or a cemetery board, that 
cemeteries which are no longer 
under such management more or less 
automatically default to being under 
county control, and that “sentenced 
to serve” individuals are frequently 
called upon to help with the mainte-
nance of county-managed locations. 

Commissioners appointed Thomas 
Sexton to the county zoning and 
planning board. Sexton, a Waseca 
resident, is already on the city’s cor-
responding board. Their decision 
was complicated by the circumstance 

that two area residents, Sexton and 
city resident Charles Benson, had ap-
plied to join the planning and zoning 
board. Commissioners expressed the 
hope that Benson, already a member 
of the regional Economic Devel-
opment Authority (EDA) would re-
main with that board. 

During the “reports” section at the 
close of the meeting, Johnson com-
plimented board members on their 
decision to reduce the county’s final 
property tax levy for taxes payable in 
2024. During their December 
“budget and levy” discussion, board 
members had voted to decrease the 
percentage change from 1.5% to half 
a percent. 

He pointed out that doing so con-
tinued an important trend of “doing 
more with less local tax input.” 

■ County 
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Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-833-966-3882

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (833) 937-2593 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles 

due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

THE MINNESOTA DISPLAY 
AD NETWORK

Your newspaper representative 
can provide

complete details. 

Need to get their attention?

24x
Hit over 2.4 million readers 
with an ad this size across 

the entire state.

The 2x4 Network is a program of the MNA, phone 800-279-2979

Connect Anywhere, Anytime.
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CALL TODAY (866) 433-5324

• Medicaid
• SNAP
• SSI
• WIC

• Veterans Pension
• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
• Tribal Assistance Program
• Housing Assistance
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Get your news in the Pioneer 
• news@wasecacountypioneer.com 

• Call (507) 837-6767 
• Stop in person 111 W. Elm Ave.

Taking Christmas

THE GRINCH AT WORK? City public works employee Jeremy 
Parpart was part of the crew taking down Christmas decorations 
along Waseca’s State Street on December 28. 

Pioneer photo by Deb Bently
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pulled pork sandwich meal provided 
as well as some musical entertain-
ment later in the evening. 

• Gary Schoenfeld, a Waseca 
County native and fourth-generation 
farmer, is one of the newest members 
of the American Soybean Associa-
tion’s (ASA) Corteva Young Leader 
Program. 

• Tom Hovestad, agronomist at the 
SROC was honored for his 40 years 
of service to the UM Southern Re-
search and Outreach Center. 

• The City of Waseca approved its 
2023 tax levy and budget during its 
final meeting of 2022; it also bid fare-
well to outgoing mayor Roy Srp and 
city councilman Allan Rose. 

Interim city manager Carl Sonnen-
berg asked for a moment of rec-
ognition for the two departing council 
members.  “Never underestimate the 
difference you made, and the lives 
you touched,” Srp read from one of 
two plaques presented during the 
meeting. 

• Five county officials were sworn 
into public office by the honorable 
Judge Carol Hanks during the regular 
meeting of the Waseca County Com-
missioners January 3, 2023. They 
were: County Attorney Rachel Cor-
nelius (2nd term); County Sheriff Jay 
Dulas (first term, replacing retired 
sheriff Brad Milbrath); county com-
missioners, re-elected, all of which 
ran unopposed: Blair Nelson, 
DeAnne Malterer, and Brad Krause.  

• New Waseca school board 
member Theron Kruger was sworn in 
at the board’s January 5 organiza-
tional meeting.  

• The Janesville Council swore in 
two members and the mayor at its 
Monday, January 9 meeting: incum-
bent Melissa Kopachek, incumbent 
Mayor Andy Arnoldt, and new coun-
cil member Ivan Maas. Kopachek 
and Maas beat out Daniel Frenk for 
the two open seats, while Arnoldt was 
left unchallenged for the mayoral po-
sition. 

• Chad Neitzel, newly elected  New 
Richland mayor, was sworn in by 
Gail Schmidt, her last official act as 
mayor, during the regular meeting of 
the city council Monday, January 9, 
2023.  

• One person who deserves to 
claim he’s helped Waseca get to 
where it is today is 92-year-old Ed 
Frederick. But, for those who try to 
thank him, he simply turns the tables. 
“All I feel is gratitude for my time in 
Waseca.  

“I’ve been so fortunate in my life,” 
Frederick expressed. “I’m 92 going 
on 93. God’s been great to me.” 

• With about a month of work put 
into rehearsing, the Waseca High 
School is presenting its one-act play 
How to Succeed in High School 
Without Really Trying in the school 
Performing Arts Center Saturday, Jan. 
21 at 7 p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m. 

• The Waseca High School girls’ 
basketball team does not have to look 
far for consistent point production 
this season. 

Kloe Wadd has it covered. 
Wadd, a 6-foot-2 senior center, has 

been unstoppable at times and was 
again Friday, Jan. 21, totaling 31 
points as the Bluejays blasted visiting 
Blue Earth Area 58-24 in the WHS 
gym. 

• The six-game homestand is prov-
ing to be great for the Waseca High 
School girls’ hockey team. With a 6-
1 win against Austin Tuesday, Jan. 10 
and a 4-2 victory against Red Wing 
Monday, the girls have won four of 
five games in said homestand. 

• Newly installed mayor Randy 
Zimmerman presided over his first 
city council meeting Tuesday even-
ing. 

• Waseca resident, Blooming Prai-
rie native Jon Butler, 41, has worked 
for FM BANK for more than a dec-
ade, and will serve as president of the 
newly relocated charter at its location 
in the former Wells Fargo Building in 
Waseca, set to open in the summer of 
2023.  

• Nick Edwards was recently pro-
moted to the position of Captain with 
the Waseca Fire Department.  

• Has anyone ever wondered how 
to get out of roll call, give a presenta-
tion in French class without knowing 
French, party like it’s 1999 at gradu-
ation, or find a way for Tom Cruise to 
help remember how DNA works? 
Probably not. But those were among 
many questions answered in  Waseca 
Theater Department’s one-act play 
“How to Succeed in High School 
Without Really Trying” by Jonathan 
Rand. 

February 
• Four candidates were crowned at 

the Waseca Sleigh and Cutter Pageant 
at the Waseca Performing Arts Center 
on Saturday, Jan. 28. 

New 2023 royalty are, Miss 
Waseca Sleigh and Cutter 2023, Bai-

lie Thom; Miss South Central 2023, 
Jasmin Kotek; Miss Waseca County 
Sleigh and Cutter’s Outstanding Teen 
2023, Kloe Wadd; and Miss South 
Central’s Outstanding Teen, Maura 
Erickson. 

• After 22 years of service to the 
Waseca County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Sergeant Dave Melchert has re-
tired. 

Hundreds came out to his retire-
ment party at the Waseca County East 
Annex Building the afternoon of 
Tuesday, Jan. 31. After the public 
party, Melchert celebrated with 
family and friends at El Molino. 

• Sixth-graders Jude Adams and 
Wyatt Partain served as emcees for 
TEAM Academy’s school-wide Tal-
ent Show the afternoon of January 27. 
It takes a lot of courage to showcase 
one’s talents in front of peers and 
family members, yet all twelve acts 
did just that. 

• It’s snow week at Waseca High 
School from Feb. 10-17. Coronation 
and a pepfest will be on Thursday 
Feb. 16, at a time to be determined, in 
the Waseca Performing Arts Center 
(PAC), followed by pictures. A semi-
formal snow dance for students will 
cap off Thursday evening from 8 to 
10:30 p.m. in the high school com-
mons.  

Candidates for queen are: Ella Du-
fault, Lindsey Kopetzki, Thyme 
Lang, Sarah Robbins, Chloe Schu-
macher and Klow Wadd. For king: 
Joseph Adamek, Ethan Davis, Leo 
Harguth, Alexander Honstad, Griffin 
Krautkramer, Korbin Schumacher. 

• “It’s great to see these athletes 
achieving success,” says Joni Chur-
chill, one of four coaches for 

NRHEG’s competitive cheerleading 
team. “They’ve given their all, and 
it’s brought them recognition.” 

The 15-member team won its third 
straight state championship on Janu-
ary 28, and will be taking part in a na-
tional competition in Orlando on Feb. 
10. The state title, however, is not 
what opened the pathway for their 
trip to the Sunshine State. That hap-
pened last October during a qual-
ifying event held in Minnetonka. 
Team members have been preparing 
ever since. 

• Waseca County officer Doug 
Gerdts has been hired to be chief dep-
uty under Waseca County Sheriff Jay 
Dulas. The decision came last week, 
and was approved during the Tuesday 
morning meeting of the Waseca 
County Commissioners. 

“Doug will be a great addition to 
the leadership team and I look for-

ward to working with him,” Sheriff 
Dulas said in a statement.  

Gerdts’ great uncle Don Eustice 
served as Waseca County Sheriff until 
he was shot and killed in 1976 while 
conducting a welfare check.  

Gerdts grew up on a Waseca 
County farm and has been a deputy 
for the sheriff’s department for more 
than two decades. His first day in his 

new role will be Feb. 13. 
• “Everybody needs some level of 

play,” says Sean Beaver of Great 
American Kites. “In our case, we take 
this 2,000-year-old toy and make it 
new again.” 

Beaver and his company will again 
be flying giant kites over Waseca’s 
Clear Lake as part of the annual 
Sleigh and Cutter celebration. The 

event is scheduled for 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 19. A crew of 
only four people–including Beaver; 
his wife, Stephany; and his son Joe–

■ 2023 
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Brad Milbrath had two retirement parties, one at the Waseca County East 
Annex Building, and the other at the Mill, Friday, Dec. 30. Milbrath served as a 
law enforcement officer in Waseca County for 34 years, 12 as the Sheriff. 

Thyme Lang, playing a pop-
ular girl, woos Nathaniel 
Andrs, who is portraying a 
stereotypical nerd.

Mayor Randy Zimmerman

Promotion

Nick Edwards was recently promoted to the position of 
Captain with the Waseca Fire Department. 

Decade of service

The Waseca Fire Department recently recognized two fire-
fighters for 10 years of service during its annual meeting: 
Kevin Kelm and Lonnie Mitchell.

Ava Norland, Branden Busse, Patrick Howe, and Chelsea Richardson

Sergeant Dave Melchert

Lexi Hanson, fifth-grade, strikes a pose during her dance 
number.                                            Pioneer photo by Tristan Jensen

1,000 POINTS - Waseca 
girls basketball coach Joan 
Conway with senior Kloe 
Wadd after she scored her 
1,000th career point in a 51-
35 win over Belle Plaine 
Thursday, Feb. 16, 2023. 
Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

FarmAmerica’s Winter Charm on the Farm focuses on enjoy-
ing the outdoors during wintertime.         Photo by Mike Huerkamp

Kevin Walter left, and Dan Bulfer smile while helping out at the 
Sacred Heart Fish Fry March 10.       Pioneer photos by Eli Lutgens

Vicky Singlestad presents Adam and  Anne Harguth with their   
Outstanding Young Farmer award.

2023 continued on 6



will be bringing the company’s “full 
collection” of “several hundred 
kites.”  They hope to be joined by kite 
enthusiasts from the region, including 
some who will have taken part in a 
kite show the previous day in Clear 
Lake, Iowa.  

• Waseca senior Christian Rodri-
guez celebrated his 100th career win 
on the wrestling mat and officially 
committed to play football at Gusta-
vus Adolphus College, all in the same 
week. 

• Waseca Archery Club played host 
to the Minnesota Archers Association 
(MAA) for two major archery events 
during the weekend of January 27 to 
29. Saturday, Jan. 28 was the 2023 
All-State Vegas Shoot, a qualifying 
competition for archers to participate 
in the Vegas Shoot which is known as 
the largest and most prestigious in-
door archery tournament in the world, 
attracting more than 4,000 competi-
tors globally. 

• Hartley Elementary School 
kicked off “I Love to Read” month 
with a visit from Minnesota author 
and illustrator David LaRochelle 
Wednesday, Feb. 1. Hartley’s theme 
for 2023’s “I Love to Read” month 
was “I Scream, You Scream, We All 
Scream to Read!” 

• Kyle Ahlschlager recently ce-
mented his place in Waseca boys’ 
hockey history becoming the all-time 
points leader and first Bluejay to net 
100 career goals. He reached the cen-
tury mark Tuesday Jan. 24 against 
Redwood Valley. The second title 
came a week later against Fairmont.  

“Hitting 100 goals was something 
I always wanted to do,” Ahlschlager 
said. “It wasn’t like a big sigh or relief 
or anything when I did it. I was just 
glad it happened. It’s a cool thing to 
do something that’s never been done 
in our town before.” 

• Pepito’s Pizzeria is now open for 
carryout at the former Waseca train 
depot located at 308 S. State St. 
Hours are 3 to 8:30 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday and Saturday noon to 
9:30 p.m. The new pizzeria and brew-
ery, owned by Ward House owner 
and brewer John Mansfield, shown 
above, will be open for in-house din-
ing at a date to be determined. 

• “We got excited and built the 
building before we could pay for it,” 
said Larry Sipe, chairman of the 
Neighborhood Service Center (NSC) 
board.  A fundraiser to help fix this 
oversight was held Saturday, Feb. 11 
at the American Legion hall. The 
event, which raised about $3,200  fea-
tured  a dinner, silent auction, bake 
sale, and meat raffle. 

• Carl Sonnenberg will no longer 
be Waseca's interim city manager. 
Following a work session Tuesday 
evening, Feb. 7, the city officially ex-
tended an offer to Sonnenburg to take 
the position full time, which he ac-
cepted.  

• Waseca Public Schools recently 
announced Christian Rodriguez and 
Cecelia Huttemier as winners of the 
Triple 'A' Awards for 2023. 

• For around 20 minutes during Ja-
nesville’s city council meeting Mon-
day, Feb. 13, all five council 
members and city attorney Jason 
Moran went through the first draft of 
an ordinance to regulate THC sales 
within the city. 

• The 1993 Bluejay Wrestling team 
- dubbed “The Wrecking Crew” - was 
acknowledged during a Feb. wres-
tling meet in Waseca. The team was 
considered young and not full of the 
“senior capacity” that other Waseca 
teams had before them. Despite this, 
they pulled off a 9-8 season with 
quality wrestlers at every weight 
“using their techniques to the best of 
their ability.” 

• The fairgrounds are a bustling 
place the morning before the Sleigh 
and Cutter parade. Some 35 units, 
large and small, have registered to 
take part in this year’s event—a 
number which has planners and or-
ganizers more than satisfied. “It was 
a great turnout,” says Sleigh and 

Cutter planning committee member 
Ken Borgmann. “The largest number 
we’ve had in many years.” 

• Snow week royalty gathered in 
the Waseca High School gymnasium 
Thursday morning, Feb. 16 to find 
out who among them would be king 
and queen. Student Council President 
Aubrey Hanson and Senior Class 
President Avery Madsen crowned 
Korbin Schumacher and Ella Dufault 
Waseca snow Week royals. The cere-
mony’s emcees were Hailey Dettmer 
and Jayme Sandbeck. 

• Waseca High School girls' basket-
ball senior Kloe Wadd scored her 
1,000th career point Thursday even-
ing Feb. 16 in a home victory over 
Belle Plaine 51-35. Wadd’s milestone 
point came on a free throw with 
13:49 remaining in the second half. 
After the bucket, the game was 
paused as she celebrated with team-
mates and embraced coach Joan Con-
way. The accomplishment makes her 
the seventh Bluejay to attain the feat. 
She joins Madison Gehloff, Gus 
Boyer, Lexie Ulfers, Mikayla Rol-
ling, Tressa Beckel, and Amy Bus-
chow. 

• Itron announced to staff on Mon-
day its intention to close its up-to-
450-employee Waseca factory at the 
end of 2024 and relocate its opera-
tions to West Union, South Carolina.  

March 
• To call the Janesville Council 

meeting this past Monday, Feb. 27 
“heated” may be a bit of an under-
statement. 

Talk about a potential THC ordi-
nance was highly animated, leading 
to City Attorney Jason Moran count-
ing how many times he was inter-
rupted while trying to explain the 
proposed ordinance, Mayor Andy Ar-
noldt having to call for order several 
times, council member Ivan Maas 

suggesting tabling discussion on the 
THC ordinance for six months, and 
ultimately council member Melissa 
Kopachek walking out of the meeting 
when Maas’s motion carried 3-1.  

• It was a really good day for 
Waseca High School wrestling. 

That may have been an understate-
ment from Bluejay head coach Jake 
Janike. 

Out of the 13 WHS wrestlers who 
took part in the Section 1AA tourna-
ment over Friday and Saturday, Feb. 
24-25, seven moved onto the second 
round of competition. Five medaled 
and three made the championship 
round in their respective weight 
classes. Freshman Matthew Veroeven 
was victorious in his match, and be-
came the Section 1AA champion in 
the 220-pound weight class. All it 
took was one escape to defeat Zum-
brotta-Mazeppa’s Wyatt Mulder and 
capture the title. 

Seniors Christian Rodriguez at 170 
and Payton Garza at 195 were the 
other two that made it to the cham-
pionship round. Although they lost 
their matches and had to settle for 
second place, they still qualified to 
wrestle in the state tournament along 
with Veroeven Friday and Saturday 
March 3-4. 

• It was a great Saturday for the 
WEM-JWP Grizzlies wrestling team 
Feb. 25. Eleven wrestlers out of 14 
medaled, and the team will send three 
wrestlers to the state tournament: 
freshman Brady Murphy at 106 
pounds, sophomore Keegan Kuball at 
285, and senior Jack Cahill at 220.  

• Waseca County schools sent nine 
wrestlers to the Minnesota State High 
School League tournament last week-
end. Two of them found gold: Keegan 
Kuball of WEM-JWP and Annabelle 
Petsinger of NRHEG returned home 
state champions. 

• “What leads me here tonight is 
that…I can’t do this anymore. These 
meetings are getting increasingly 
more challenging to attend,” stated 
Janesville council member Melissa 
Kopachek on a late-night Facebook 
video which she used to announce her 
intention to resign. The video was 

posted Tuesday, March 14, after the 
most recent city council meeting. 

The Janesville council held a spe-
cial meeting Thursday, Mar. 16 to ac-
cept the resignation, effective 
immediately.  

• After Pastor Andrada left Trinity 
Lutheran Church in February, the 
congregation began its search for a 
new officiant. 

In the meantime, an interim pastor 
who has served around the United 
States and Canada will serve the 
church until a full-time leader can be 
found. 

Kristian Bjornstad arrived at 
Trinity Lutheran almost two weeks 
ago, and is enjoying it so far. “The 
first service was pretty amazing be-
cause of the congregation,” he says. 
“Everyone was very nice to me and 
made me feel comfortable.” 

• Good food, conversations, and 
stories were shared during the annual 
Farm and City Luncheon March 16, 
hosted by the Waseca Area Chamber 
of Commerce at the Mill in Waseca.  

Following a lunch catered by the 
Pheasant Cafe, the following families 
were honored with awards: 

Farm Family of the year (FFOY); 
Cedar Crate Farms, Dan and Lara 
Zimmerli of Waldorf. 

• After 15 years, the Waseca 
County Sheriff’s Posse was the host 
of the Minnesota Sheriff’s Mounted 
Posse Association’s convention, 
which took place at the Mill on Sat-
urday, March 18. 

The state convention brings around 
250 people from throughout Minne-
sota to its event. Every year, one of 
the state’s 87 counties with a sheriff’s 
posse gets a chance to host. 

• The Adam and Anne Harguth 
family was celebrated with the 
Waseca County’s Outstanding Young 
Farmer award during the 2023 
Waseca County Farm and City 
Luncheon Thursday, March 16. 

• What can be better than delicious 
barbecue, discounts on drinks, bean 
bag tournaments, horse races, live 
music, and auctions of signed Justin 
Jefferson and Kirill Kaprizov jerseys? 

The Minnesota Fraternal Order of 
Police Lodge #16 had all of that and 
more at The Mill in Waseca Saturday, 
March 25. 

• A hot button issue in Waseca for 
the past few years has been the Gaiter 
Lake development project. The con-
troversy surrounds a 62-acre property 
owned by the city and slated for de-
velopment, including possible instal-
lation of a storm-water retention 
pond, water and sewer lines, and 
more at city expense, then offering 
the lots for sale.  

• After 11 seasons, 203 career wins, 
three conference titles and three state 
tournaments, head coach of the 
Waseca Lady Bluejays’ basketball 
team, Joan Conway, has made the dif-
ficult decision to step down. 
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DECORATED - Ed Frederick has earned many awards through-
out the years ranging from plaques from the University of Min-
nesota to his contributions to the FFA.    

Miss Minnesota Outstanding Teen Julia Schumacher crowns 
Kloe Wadd, while Miss Minnesota 2022 Rachel Evangelisto 
crowns Bailie Thom. Wadd was also voted Miss Congeniality.

Pioneer columnist and writer Amelia Roessler in front of “The 
Castle on the Hill” in Segovia, Spain.

The 1993 Waseca High School wrestling team, known as the“Wrecking Crew,” gathered for a 30-
year anniversary on Feb. 9.         Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

Snow week

Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton High School crowned its snow royalty during halftime of the boys’ basketball game against Maple 
River Tuesday, Feb. 14. It was a short and sweet coronation with Faith Olson crowned as queen and Michael VanRavenhorst be-
coming king. The other queen candidates were Adalynn Davis, Kylee Hanks, Paris Herme, and Ashlin Keyes. King candidates were 
Ian Barnes, Kelton Erler, Zachary Groh, and Ryder Thissen. 

Groh, a student council representative, explained at JWP’s School Board meeting Monday, Feb. 13 that the other council members 
wanted to try it out for this year. “It should provide a better way for the parents to be able to come,” he told them. 

Last year’s king and queen, Dylan Sheeran and Addison Oliver, had the honor of crowning Olson and VanRavenhorst. The student 
council, with the help of the Bulldog Backers, thought having the former royalty present was a great first step to try and bring back 
some of the traditions that had been in place for past homecoming and snow week celebrations.             Pioneer photo by Michael Roy

Parade organizer Ken Borg-
mann 

Keegan Kuball, a sophomore wrestling at 285 pounds for 
WEM-JWP, defeated Cameron Scholten of Jackson County Cen-
tral to become  the 4th Grizzly individual state champion 

Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

Annabelle Petsinger, a junior wrestling 120 pounds in the girls’ 
division, defeated Stillwater’s Audrey Rogotzke to become 
NRHEG’s first female state champion, and only the school’s 7th 
individual champion since the district’s consolidation in the 
1990s.                                                     Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens
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Bluejays hand Austin 10-0 shutout
The Waseca High School boys'

hockey team faced Austin in a non-
conference game Dec. 19 at Waseca
Community Arena.

In terms of goals, the Bluejays
were not gracious hosts.

Waseca led 2-0 after one period
and 9-0 after two while skating to a
one-sided 10-0 victory.

Jude Gehring got the Bluejays
started with a goal at 14:00 of the
first period on assists by Jayden
Gehring and Preston Miller, with
Keaton Roeker scoring unassisted
just 21 seconds later.

Otto Schoenrock, Cash Lynch,

Griffin Storey, Hunter Anderson,
Brayden Hesch Priem, Jude Gehring
and Jayden Gehring scored in the
second period, with assists going to
Storey, Henry Huttemier, Lynch,
Schoenrock, Roeker and Jude
Gehring. Anderson netted the lone
third-period goal.

Waseca totaled 68 shots on goal,
Austin 12 while the Jays had only
one penalty to two for the Packers.

Josiah Schmidtke was in goal for
Waseca.

The Bluejays took a long road trip
Dec. 21 and lost 7-2 to LaCrescent-
Hokah.

Anderson scored first, asssited by
Lucas Groll at 3:42 of the first peri-
od, but it was almost all LaCrescent-
Hokah after that.

Hesch-Priem scored in the second
period, assisted by Jackson Dahl.

For the game, the Bluejays were
outshot 34-26, with four penalties to
the home team's two.

Waseca goalie Carter Martens
made 36 saves.

The Bluejays ran their record to
7-4 overall and 5-2 in the Big South.
They hosted Minnesota River
Thursday, play Saturday, Jan. 6 at 3
p.m. at Worthington, and entertain

Dodge County Thursday, Jan. 11 at
7 p.m.

The Waseca High School
girls' hockey team opened post-
holiday play by hosting
Hutchinson in a nonconference
game Tuesday, Jan. 2 at Waseca
Community Arena.

The Tigers proved to be a
formidable foe.

Hutchinson took a 2-0 lead
early in the second period and,
although the Bluejays managed
to tie it, Waseca surrendered
what would become the game-
winning goal late in the second
stanza on the way to a 3-2 loss.

The teams skated to a 0-0
deadlock until Hutchinson
scored the only goal of the first
period at the 12:31 mark, mak-
ing it 2-0 just 38 seconds into
the second.

Emily Gordon pulled Waseca
within a goal at 1:37 of the sec-
ond, scoring on an assist by Ava
Hopkins. Kaylee Lawson
scored at 8:33, assisted by
Ryley Bartz, to knot it, but the
Tigers found the net at the
11:29 mark to round out the
scoring.

Hutchinson outshot the
Bluejays 43-22. Waseca was
called for five penalties for 10
minutes while Hutchinson was
whistled four times for eight
minutes. Neither team scored a
power-play goal.

Waseca goalie Ilamay
Draheim finished with 40
saves.

The Bluejays split a home-
and-home series with
Rochester Century/Rochester
John Marshall Dec. 28 and 29
by identical 3-2 scores.

The Jays fell short in the first
game at Waseca, with goals by
Maizee Storey and Izabela
Slechta. Katlyn Schueler assist-
ed on both. Rochester scored
the game-winner at 3:36 of the
third period.

The Bluejays outshot the vis-
itors 37-27. They were called
for four penalties, one fewer
than Rochester.

Draheim registered 24 saves,
including the 2,000th save of
her high school career.

The Bluejays won 3-2 in
overtime at Rochester. Storey
scored all three, with assists by
Emma Keith, Emma Huelsnitz
and Schueler. Storey scored the
game-winner at 5:53 of over-
time.

Waseca, which held a 39-38
edge in shots on goal, was
called for four penalties to six
for Rochester.

Draheim made 36 saves.
The Bluejays, 7-5-3 overall

and 4-2-1 in the Big South, play
Friday at 7:15 p.m. at New
Ulm, Saturday at 1 p.m. at
Worthington, and Jan. 9 at
home against New Ulm.

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The Waseca High School boys'
basketball team, still without the
services of standout junior guard
Damarius Russell, saw its record
slip to 5-5 with a 69-54 loss at
Jordan Tuesday, Jan. 2.

The Bluejays, who led by two
at halftime, were outrebounded
42-23 for the night, spelling
defeat.

"We had some long droughts on
offense," said WHS coach Seth
Anderson. "But we are getting
closer to playing a style that fits
us."

Zach Hulscher led Waseca in
scoring with 14 points to go along
with four rebounds and two
assists. Also reaching double dig-
its was Laird Keeton, who fin-
ished with 12 points.

Others: Deron Russell 8P, 6A,
5R, 3 steals; Caden Danner 6P;
Carson Ohnstad 8P, 2A, 3S; Jacob
Thompson 4P, 8R, 4A, one
blocked shot; Tauston Rupe 3P,
2R; Andrew Robran 2R.

The Bluejays made 10 of 30
first-half field goals and 18-for-53
for the game.

The WHS boys drilled
Rochester's STEM Academy, a
first-year program, 107-54 for
third place in the Myron Glass
Holiday Classic hosted by
Rochester Lourdes Dec. 29.

"STEM Academy is certainly
trying to figure things out," said
Anderson. "Lots of guys got play-
ing time, which was a fun way to
end the 2023 portion of our bas-
ketball season."

Individually for Waseca: Ethan
Hiller 2P, 3R, 3A, 3S, 1B; Russell
12P, 2R, 7A, 3S; Keeton 16P, 5R,
2A, 1S; Caden Danner 7, 4R, 4A,
1S; Ohnstad 18P, 1A, 1S; Cody
Vagts 9P, 4R, 3A, 1S; Hulscher
7P, 2R, 1A, 3S; Jacob Thompson
1R, 1A, 2S; Rupe 2P, 4R, 2A;
Cameron Karsten 3A, 1B; Logan
Heyer 3P, 3R, 1B; Wyatt Hager
10P, 6R; Sebastian Teague 8P, 3A,
1S; Robran 6P, 2R, 2S, 2B; Geo
VanEnglenburg 5P, 2R, 2A, 1S,
1B.

Saeed Mohamed scored 31 to
lead STEM.

The Bluejays ran into a
Wisconsin powerhouse in the
opening round at Rochester and
lost 100-66 to New Richmond
Dec. 28.

"They are now 8-2 playing in
the second-biggest class out of
five classes in Wisconsin," said
Anderson. "This team was really
good. They might be the most
efficient offensive team we have
ever played. They blitzed us from
the perimeter and beat us for
layups. They were impressive.
They played at a speed that we
couldn’t keep up with. I liked how
we dug in and started to find some
footing and figure things out
defensively as the game went on."

Individually: Hiller 4P, 2R;
Russell 15P, 1R, 3A, 4S; Keeton
14P, 2R, 2B; Ohnstad 7P, 4R, 1S;
Vagts 3P, 1R; Hulscher 18P, 1R,
1A, 1S; Thompson 3R, 6A; Rupe
3P, 2R; Teague 2P, 2R; Robran 2P,
3R, 1A.

The Jays dropped a 77-69 deci-

sion to a hot-shooting Glencoe-
Silver Lake team Dec. 21 at
Glencoe.

The Bluejays trailed 36-26 at
halftime and were down by as
many as 26 points in the second
half before storming back but
falling short.

"Glencoe really shot the ball
well and we did not," said
Anderson.

Russell had a big game with 27
points, 8 assists, 5 steals, 4
rebounds and 2 blocked shots.

Others: Keeton 6P, 3R, 1B;
Danner 6P, 2R, 1S; Ohnstad 12P,
6R, 2S; Hulscher 12P, 1R, 1A, 3S;
Thompson 2P, 7R, 3A, 4S, 1B;
Rupe 3P, 1R; Robran 4R, 2S.

Glencoe-Silver Lake's Ethan
Sonju scored 31, making nine of
12 three-point shots. Eli Ehrke
was 3-for-5 on threes while total-
ing 26.

The Bluejays rallied from a 30-
29 halftime deficit to defeat visit-
ing Janesville-Waldorf-
Pemberton 73-59 Dec. 22.

"This was a big border battle,"
said Anderson.

JWP led by four or so with six
minutes to go in the game.

"From that point on, we played
really good basketball," said
Anderson. "Jacob Thompson hit
some big free throws to seal the
win. It was fun to see us make the
plays during crunch time and cre-
ate some nice plays."

Individually: Russell 25P, 6R,
6A, 3S; Keeton 6P 2R, 1A;
Danner 9P, 3R, 2S; Ohnstad 11P,
13R, 3A, 1S; Hulscher 2R. 3S;
Thompson 10P, 7R, 1A, 1S; Rupe
1R, 1A, 1S; Robran 10P, 4R.

Memphis James had a big night
for JWP, making five of 14 three-
point attempts while totaling 27
points.

The Bluejays won 71-49 at
Waterville-Elysian-Morristown
Dec. 19.

"We struggled in the first half,
but finally made some shots and
played a great second half," said
Anderson. "It’s funny how much
easier the game is when you can
make some open shots."

Individually: Hiller 2P, 2R, 1A;
Russell 21P, 5R, 5A, 5S; Keeton
6P, 10R, 1A, 1S, 1B; Danner 8P,
2R, 1A, 1S; Ohnstad 18P, 6R, 1A,
3S; Hulscher 8P, 5R, 1A;
Thompson 3P, 11R, 2A, 1S; Rupe
3P, 6R, 1B; Robran 6R;
VanEnglenburg 3P.

"We will have two tough games
coming out of the break against
Jordan and defending conference
champion New Ulm," said
Anderson.

The Bluejays, 1-0 in Big South
East play, host New Ulm Friday,
Jan. 5 and Blue Earth Area one
week later.

The Waseca High School girls'
basketball team got back on the
winning track with a 52-42 victory
over Lewiston-Altura in the third-
place game of the Lewiston
Holiday Tournament Dec. 28 at
Winona State University.

The Bluejays were edged 51-47

by Plainview-Elgin-Millville in the
opening round Dec. 27.

No individual statistics are avail-
able for those games.

The Bluejays wrapped up their
pre-holiday schedule with a tough
loss at Glencoe-Silver Lake Dec.
21. The home team led 41-7 at half-

time. The final was 62-23.
Mia Kanewischer led Waseca in

scoring with six points. Addison
Weiseler totaled five, Callie
Dufault and Lily Owens three each.
Adding two apiece were Lexi
Kanewischer, Ella Krautkremer
and Avery Gaul.

GSL's Brooke Micholichek led
all scorers with 22.

The Bluejays, 3-9 overall and 0-
1 in the Big South Conference, are
back in action Friday, Jan. 9 at
Kenyon-Wanamingo. They play at
WEM Tuesday and host Hayfield
Thursday, Jan. 11.

TUG OF WAR — The Bluejays’ Cody Vagts, left, battles
with JWP’s Caleb Quast for a loose ball Dec. 22 in Waseca.

Pioneer photo by Jim Lutgens

SO CLOSE — Waseca freshman forward Makayka Forthun (18) looks to score as Hutchinson’s
Raedyn Roling (10) and Kohle Fitterer (17) at Waseca Community Arena Tuesday, Jan. 2.

Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens
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WHS icemen total 68 shots; loss at LaCrescent-Hokah leaves squad 7-4 overall

Hesch-PriemAnderson

WHS
hockey
girls can’t
keep pace
with Hutch

Busy Bluejays
fall at Jordan

Lady Jays snap skid in holiday tourney

WHS boys even record at 5-5
“We are getting
closer to playing
a style that fits
us.”

— WHS coach
Seth Anderson

Above left, Waseca junior defense player Ryley Bartz (13) moves in on Hutchinson’s Raedin
Rolling (10). Above right, senior forward Emma Keith (21) wins a race to the puck. Below left, goalie
Ilamay Draheim makes a save. Below right, Keith mixes it up with Kinley Miller.



By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

There's no doubt it.
The NRHEG High School girls'

basketball team is on a roll.
The Panthers improved to 3-0 in

the Gopher Conference and 8-1
overall with wins over St. Clair and
United South Central before tacking
on two more victories while winning
the St. James Holiday Tournament.

The Panthers started their run
Dec. 21 at St. Clair, where the ral-
lied from a halftime deficit to win
72-69.

"What a rollercoaster of a game,"
said NRHEG coach Onika Peterson.

It began with an 11-point Panther
lead in the first half.

"But we couldn’t buy a layup in
the last eight minutes," said
Peterson, whose team trailed 28-27
at halftime."

It was back and forth the rest of
the way until the final few seconds,
when Camryn VanMaldeghem came
through with a huge steal and Faith
Neilsen hit an easy shot to finish it
off.

"I am so proud of this team, their
composure, and never die attitude!"
said Peterson. "Hats off to a tough,
well coached St. Clair team. It was a
fun battle."

For the Panthers, Camryn
VanMaldeghem finished with 20
points, six rebounds and four steals
while Faith Nielsen totaled 19 points
and two rebounds. Izley Boerner
also reached double-digit scoring
with 13 points, adding five
rebounds.

Others: Quinn VanMaldeghem
three points, 15 rebounds, two
steals; Hallie Schultz six points,
nine rebounds; Addy Stadheim two

points; Chloe Stork one rebound;
Paige Nielsen two points, four
rebounds, one charge; Kylie Olson
seven points, three rebounds.

Coach Peterson recognized St.
Clair senior guard Stephanie Cink,
who topped the 1,000-point mile-
stone for her career.

"It was very well deserved," said
Peterson.

The Panthers hosted USC the next
night and won handily, 80-36. It was
48-20 at halftime.

"Our effort was great tonight,"

said Peterson. "We didn’t shoot the
ball overly well, but our offensive
rebounding was huge. We are going
into the holiday break with a couple
of nice wins under our belt."

Individually: Faith Nielsen 11P,
2R, 1A; Quinn VanMaldghem 5R,
2A, 1S; Boerner 13P, 4R, 2A, 2S;
Clara Buendorf 1R; Schultz 8P, 11R,
3S, 1S, 1 block; Camryn
VanMaldeghem 16P, 9R, 8A, 3S;
Stork 4P, 3R, 1A, 1B; Hope Nielsen
3P; Olson 4P, 3R, 2B.

The success continued Dec. 27-28

at St. James, where the Panthers
defeated Lake Crystal-Wellcome
Memorial 66-57 in the first round
and topped St. James 74-68 for the
championship.

The Panthers extended their win-

ning streak to seven games. They
return to action Friday, Jan. 5 at
Kenyon-Wanamingo and Jan. 9 at
WEM. They host Hayfield Jan. 11.

NRHEG matmen
drop 2 at Medford

The NRHEG High School
wrestling team traveled to Medford
Dec. 21 for its final pre-holiday
action.

It was a good night to forget.
The Panthers lost both dual meets

in the triangular, 56-13 to Medford
and 54-18 to Mankato East.

"It would not be truthful if I told

you we had a good night tonight,"
said NRHEG coach Shawn Larson.
"As the coach, I take full responsi-
bility for not having these athletes
ready to compete. We will look into
several factors to make sure we try
not to duplicate what we saw today.
I can assure you that we are not
going to quit, and the Panthers will
be back."

The Panthers wrestle Friday, Jan.
5 at Albert Lea.

Grizzlies fall 42-32
at Westfield

The WEM-JWP wrestling team
faced Westfield Dec. 21 and lost 42-
32 at Blooming Prairie.

Winners for the Bulldogs were
Carson Petry, 127 pounds; Carson
James, 133; Lucas Morsching, 152;
Gavin Krause, 160; Isaac Quast,
172; and Keegan Kuball, 285.

Kuball won by fall in 21 seconds.
The Grizzlies wrestle Saturday in

the Norwood-Young America
Invitational starting at 9 a.m. They
host Kenyon-Wanamingo Jan. 11 at
7 p.m.
JWP girls stop
Sibley East

The Janesville-Waldorf-
Pemberton girls' basketball team got

the new year started right Tuesday
as it defeated visiting Sibley East
71-33.

Bulldogs' scoring: Nevaeh
Weimert 19 points, Katie Olson 18,
Presley James 8, Mikayla Wheelock
8, Kwynn Krause 5, Lilly Strauss 5,
Ali Olson 4, Lexie Dahlberg 2,
Hope Dimmel 2.

The Bulldogs lost 61-50 at Maple
River Dec. 19 and fell 49-34 to
Blooming Prairie at Janesville Dec.

15 after stifling LeSueur-Henderson
57-17 Dec. 14.

The Bulldogs, 7-4 overall and 1-1
in the Gopher Conference, hosted
Blue Earth Area Thursday and play
at Bethlehem Academy Friday. Next
week they entertain Medford
Tuesday and Waseca Friday.

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

Can the JWP High School boys'
basketball team win without
Memphis James leading the squad
in scoring?

Yes.
The talented senior was held to 12

points Tuesday, Jan. 2 at Belle
Plaine, where the Bulldogs picked
up a big 77-74 come-from-behind
victory.

Ryan Kronbach emerged as JWP's
top scorer with 15 points, adding
seven rebounds, three assists and
one blocked shot, while Gavin
Bauer totaled 14 points, five
rebounds, two assists and three
steals and Daulton Bauer registerd
12 points, seven rebounds, two
assists and a steal.

James finished with 12 points,
five rebounds, four assists, one steal
and one block.

Others: Landon Johnson 7P, 3R,
2A, 1S, 2B; Caleb Quast 10P, 3R,
3A, 3S; Austin Quast 3P; and Cole
Schlueter 4P, 2R, 1B.

The Bulldogs won despite being
outrebounded 41-33, outscoring the
home team 36-30 in the paint, whle

turning thee ball over 14 times, three
fewer than Belle Plaine, which led
37-32 at halftime.

The JWP boys were also on the
road Dec. 29 when they defeated
Sleepy-Eye St. Mary's 77-68. The
Bulldogs led 36-25 at haltime. They
held their turnovers to eight. Both
teams had 34 rebounds. 

James topped all scorers with 32
points. He also had three rebounds,
two assists and two steals.

Others: Daulton Bauer 19P, 5R,
4A, 1S; Johnson 4P, 2R; Caleb
Quast 4P, 8R, 2A, 2S; Kronbach
9P,3R, 2A, 2S; and Schlueter 9P, 7R,
2A.

The Bulldogs played well but fell
short 73-59 at Waseca Dec. 22.

James topped all scorers with 27
points.

Others: Daulton Bauer 6P, 9A,
1S; Johnson 2P, 2R, 1S; Caleb Quast
2P, 3R, 1S; Steven Dimmel 3P;
Kronbach 8P, 9R, 3A, 3S; Austin
Quast 2P, 1S; Schlueter 9P, 6R, 3S.

The Bulldogs pounded Maple
Rivre 74-46 at Mapleton Dec. 19,
taking a 41-22 halftime advantage.

Individually: Daulton Bauer 10P,
2R, 5A; Gavin Bauer 3P, 4R, 4R,

3A, 1B; Johnson 11P, 3R, 1A; Caleb
Quast 13P, 5A, 1B; Dimmel 4P, 4R,
2A; Kronbach 9P, 8R, 3A, 2S;
James 12P, 6R, 3A, 1S; Isiah Berndt
3R; Austin Quast 6P; Schlueter 6P,
5R.

The Bulldogs made 22 of 33 two-
point fild goals and nine of 18
threes. They outrebounded the
Eagles 39-21.

JWP, 6-3 overall and 1-0 in the
Gopher Conference, hosts
Bethlehem Acadmy Friday. The
Bulldogs are at Spring Grove
Saturday, at Medford Jan. 9 and at
St. Clair Jan. 11.

DEFENSE — Above, the Bulldogs’ Ryan Kronbach (14) and Landon Johnson (5) make things difficult for Waseca’s Laird Keaton
(2) during a nonconference game at Waseca. Below right, Daulton Bauer goes in for a layup. Far below right, JWP coach Nick
James surveys the action.                                                                                                         Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

“I’m so proud of this team, their com-
posure and never die attitude!”

— NRHEG coach Onika Peterson
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ON A ROLL — The NRHEG girls’ basketball team, above, is on a roll after running its winning streak to seven by taking the title
in the St. James Holiday Tournament.                                            Photo by Judy Tweeten

Lady Panthers
make it 7 straight
NRHEG girls claim crown at St.
James, improving to 10-1 overall

Sports in brief

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The NRHEG boys' basketball
team hit the road for a third
straight school-night game
Monday, Dec. 18 at STEM
Academy of Rochester.

It was memorable.
The Panthers played solid bas-

ketball while winning 79-59
before a capacity crowd in STEM
Academy's first-ever home game.

"What an environment," said
NRHEG coach Dan Schmidt. "In
a smaller gym, with probably their
entire student body in attendance,
we came out firing on all cylin-
ders."

The Panthers built an early 10-1
lead before the Cobras battled
back to within two points. It
stayed close until NRHEG went
on a run with about seven minutes
left in the half, taking a 44-26 lead
at the intermission.

The second half was similar,
with the Panthers controlling the
action while maintaining a 15-to-
20-point lead.

Will Tuttle had a big night for
the Panthers with 27 points and
eight rebounds.

Daxter Lee recorded a double-
double with 25 points and 10
rebounds, as well as four assists
and three steals.

Schmidt said Jared Lee did a
phenomenal job off the bench
with nine points, three rebounds,
and three steals. Levin Kitzer
added six points. Greyson
Schaefer put in four points and six
rebounds. Rounding out the scor-
ing was Jordan Brouwers with
three and Aaden Hanna two.  

The Panthers struggled Dec. 18
at United South Central, where
they dropped a 51-31 decision.

They also had trouble muster-
ing much offense in the Bethany
Lutheran College Holiday
Tournament Dec. 27-29 at
Mankato, falling 103-35 to New
Ulm, 74-52 to Mankato Loyola
and 66-33 to Fairmont in the sev-
enth-place game.

“We opened against the worst
possible matchup we could have
had,” said Schmidt. “New Ulm
was just too big, too fast, and too
strong for us. New Ulm shot 61%
from the field, combined with our
inability to protect the basketball.
nd, has been the trend, we played

without a full
roster again,
missing Daxter
Lee and
G r e y s o n
Schaefer.”

Jackson Chrz
led NRHEG
with 16 points, 3
rebounds, and 5
assists. Will
Tuttle conr-
tributed 9 points, Jared Lee 6, and
Levin Kitzer and Hudson Chrz
had 2 each. Ayden Jensen from
New Ulm led all scorers with 22.

Turnovers were again a factor
against Loyola, as well as playing
without a full roster. Daxter Lee
was back, but playing sick, and
the Panthers were still without
Schaefer.

Jackson Chrz led NRHEG with
14 points, Tuttle and Jared Lee 9
each, Sam Olson 6 and Daxter
Lee 4. Jase Knudson, finally back
from a broken thumb, chipped in
3. Hudson Chrz, Kitzer, and
Brouwers added 2 each.

Turnovers were again the key
against Fairmont. Tuttle led with
13 points.  Daxter Lee followed
with 5. Ricky Zapata scored 4.
Aaden Hanna 3, Jackson Chrz,
Jared Lee, Knudson, and
Brouwers 2 apiece. 

The Panthers, 2-7, are home
Friday, Jan. 5 against Kenyon-
Wanamingo and Jan. 9 against
WEM.

NRHEG boys endure
absences while
dropping 4 in a row

Another road win
lifts JWP boys to 6-3

Lee

Olson

J.Chrz

“New Ulm was
just too big, too
fast, and too
strong for us.”

— NRHEG coach
Dan Schmidt
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CHRIST COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 

2200 4th St NE, Waseca 
507-835-2235 

Service times 9:30 a.m. 
*     *     * 

4TH STREET EVANGELI-
CAL CHURCH 

605 4th St NE, Waseca 
507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew 

Isker) 
Worship Sundays 10 a.m 

*     *     * 
FAITH UNITED METHOD-

IST CHURCH 
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca 

507-835-3167 
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHRIST THE KING LU-

THERAN CHURCH 
309 6th St NE, Waseca 

507-835-9176 
Worship Sundays traditional 8:30 

a.m., 9:45 a.m. Sunday 
School/Fellowship; 10:45 a.m. 

contemporary service 
*     *     * 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca 
507-833-1703 

Sundays 9:00 a.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

314 4th Ave NE, Waseca 
507-835-2647 

Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
*     *     * 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH 

503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca 
507-835-4548 (office email: 
1cwaseca@hickorytech.net) 

Worship Sunday 10 a.m. 
*     *     * 

GRACE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

300 E Elm Ave, Waseca 
507-835-1709 

Worship Sunday 9 a.m. 
*     *     * 

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 

111 4th St NW, Waseca 
507-835-1222 

Worsihp Saturday 5:15 p.m., 
Sundays 8:00 and 10:00 a.m., 

weekdays 8:30 a.m. Tues., Wed. 
and Fri., 7:00 a.m. Thurs. 

*     *     * 
REAL LIFE CHURCH 
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-607-8245 
Sunday worship 10 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-835-4640 
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 

1221 8th St SE, Waseca 
507-835-2213 

Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00 
p.m. 

*     *     * 
CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY 
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-833-1082 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun 
Evening 6:00 p.m., Wed. evening 

6:30 p.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota  
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, 
Choir and Choir; 10:30 a.m. 
Worship 
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters 
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Otisco, Minnesota 

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor  
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & 
Study 
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
TRINITY EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Mary Iverson 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, 
Sunday School; 10 a.m. Coffee 
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting 
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confir-
mation; 7 p.m. Council meeting 

*     *     * 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Pastor Pamela Jensen 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

LESUEUR RIVER 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Pastor Dan Kordahl 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 
a.m. Sunday School 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 *     *     * 
VISTA LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
VISTA EVANGELICAL 
COVENANT CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Brian Schanil Pastor 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. 
Sunday School 
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe 
Ministry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bon-
fires and Yard Games, 6 p.m. 
until dark 

*     *     * 
ALL SAINTS 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Father Brian Mulligan 
Saturday - 5 p.m. Mass 

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAN 

Missouri Synod 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Rev. Michael Mathews, pastor 
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 
a.m. Sunday School and adult 
bible class 

*     *     * 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
Freedom Township 

Sunday – 9:15 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST 

Pastor Ava Adams-Morris 
Waldorf, Minnesota  

Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Father Brian Mulligan 
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

Wilton Township 
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor 

Sunday – 10:45 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

THE CHURCH of JESUS 
CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
Brad Donner, Branch Pres-

ident 
Waseca, Minnesota 

www.lds.org 
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament 
Mtg.; 11:20 a.m. Sunday School 
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Ac-
tivities, ages 12-18 

 *         *        * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
412 N. Main Street, Janesville 

Interhim Pastor 
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. 
Worship 
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible 
Class, 10:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
JANESVILLE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
401 N. West St., Janesville 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
BLOOMING GROVE 

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

43089 180th St., Morristown 
Pastor Kathy King 

Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer wor-
ship hours, (10:45 a.m. Worship, 
winter)  

*     *     * 
ST. ANN CATHOLIC 

CHURCH 
307 W. 2nd St, Janesville 

10 a.m. - Mass 
*     *     * 

FAITH LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

300 Owen St., Janesville 
Pastor Sarah Krolak 

*     *     * 
ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH 
Alma City, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Smiths Mill, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship 

 *         *        * 
NORTH WASECA LU-

THERAN CHURCH ELCA 
404 30 120th St. Waseca 

Pastor Sarah Krolak 
507-234-6463  

Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Sec-
ond sunday “Young at heart”  
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirma-
tion 

*     *     * 
    NOTE: CHANGES IN 
CHURCH CALENDARS 
MUST BE MADE BY NOTI-
FICATION FROM A 
MEMBER OF THE CON-
GREGATION TO THE 
WASECA COUNTY PIO-
NEER.

By PASTOR KEN ANDRS 
What are you looking forward 

to the most this year?  I am look-
ing forward to some trips I get to 
take in June.  My wife, Naomi, is 
looking forward to seeing her 
kids in her 3-year-old class after 
the winter break.  In years past 
she would be looking forward to 
planting her garden and planning 
the right plants and places to 
grow them most effectively.  
While we lived up North we 
would look forward to spring, 
which always came late, and we 
were stuck waiting for the sun to 
warm the land. 

The kids and grandchildren, 
that I watched this year, waited 
so impatiently for Christmas and 
now they are dreading going 
back to school.  They experience 
the emotional high of Christmas 
and then struggle to find things 
to do before heading back to 
school.  Even though my kids are 
mostly adults they are still trying 
to figure out how to manage their 
expectations through Christmas 
and the New Years. 

We make plans and purposes 
for the new year, often calling 
them resolutions, seeking to 
make a change in our lives or ac-
tions.  Those resolutions are 
often discarded in a few weeks if 
not days.  Rather than make 
promises to make change, God 
has called us to be transformed 
in our thoughts, actions and in 
relationship to Him. 

Romans 12:1-2 reminds us of 
how we are to be transformed: 

1 Therefore, I urge you, 
brothers, in view of God's mercy, 
to offer your bodies as living sac-
rifices, holy and pleasing to God-

-this is your spiritual act of wor-
ship.2 Do not conform any 
longer to the pattern of this 
world but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and ap-
prove what God's will is--his 
good, pleasing and perfect will. 

We are to be transformed not 
by our own motivation and will, 
but by God’s.  He calls us to re-
spond to His offer of mercy with 
worship.  The focus is not on our 
own selves, but on Him and His 
work.  We are not changed in our 
own strength but by His exten-
sion of mercy. 

From His mercy we are called 
to no longer be conformed to the 
pattern of this world but be trans-
formed.  He extends mercy to 
transform our minds by changing 
the way we think and what we 
think about.  If we have been 
transformed, we think more 
about God and His mercy, we 
think about His grace and mercy 
extended to us, we dwell upon 
the gift of salvation extended to 
us and then upon God’s plan to 
offer that gift to others. 

The greatest question you can 
ask yourself about your own 
transformation is, what are you 
thinking about?  Are you think-
ing about God and extending His 
kingdom or are you focused on 
something else? Are you dwell-
ing upon His plan and purposes 
or your own?  If we are trans-
formed by God’s mercy, His 
plans become our plans, His 
thoughts become our thoughts.  
Look forward this year to what 
God will do through you to see 
others come to know Christ. 

Looking forward 
to a blessed 2024

Barb & Mark Buker

Personalized 
PRINTINGPRINTING  
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100 S. STATE ST - WASECA MN
PHONE: (507) 835-7565
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BROCHURES, PACKAGING, 

MULTIPART FORMS, LABELS, 
ENVELOPES, POSTCARDS, 
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Our Services
• Financial Planning

• Accounting Services

• Bookkeeping

• Payroll Services 

• Tax Planning & Preparation

• Return Preparation Services

• Estate and Trust Planning 
115 North State Street, Waseca, MN

(507) 201-2484   

Waldorf Service

Participating in a Christmas Eve program at First Lutheran Church of Waldorf were (Front row) 
Colten Bluhm, Emma Brunson, Nolan Bartsch, James Brunson and Huxley Weimert. (Back row) 
Inara Cords, Genny Cords, Faye Bartsch, Kena Weimert and Pastor Michael Mathews.

Freedom Christmas Program

The young members of Immanuel Lutheran Church of Freedom Township presented a Christ-
mas Eve program which explained the message and colors of the advent wreath. Participants 
were Gemma, Eisley and Enzo Lin, Ava Trumbull, Paisley and Grady Coy, and Brynn Hanson. 

      Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Get your news in the Pioneer 
• news@wasecacountypioneer.com 

• Call (507) 837-6767 
• Stop in person 111 W. Elm Ave.
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Johnson 
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
OPERATING IN  

WASECA, STEELE,  
FREEBORN  

COUNTIES 

johnsonrents.com

Daniel J.
Johnson
���������	
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Our Services
• Financial Planning

• Accounting Services

• Bookkeeping

• Payroll Services 

• Tax Planning & Preparation

• Return Preparation Services

• Estate and Trust Planning 
115 North State Street, Waseca, MN

(507) 201-2484   
Barb & Mark Buker
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PRINTPRINT

LOCAL!LOCAL!

BUSINESS CARDS, SIGNS, 
BROCHURES, PACKAGING, 

MULTIPART FORMS, LABELS, 
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EVENT TICKETS, FLYERS,  
ADVERTISING, CARDS, 

...AND EVERYTHING ELSE!
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BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY
Join the professional directory for free today with purchase of any regular weekly advertising 

Phone: 507-837-6767, Mail: P.O. Box 578, email: news@wasecacountypioneer.com, physical address 111 W. Elm Ave.

(507) 835-3790   wasecafloral.com 
Your local resource for plants, flowers, gifts!

Mon-Fri 8-6; 
Sat 9-5

We are accepting 
applications for:

1 bedroom apartments
Income guidelines apply

Vouchers accepted

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom 
Rent based on income

Professionally managed by:

SUMMIT
ON SECOND

APARTMENTS
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

507-201-3474

Rick’s Appliance

Hours
M-F .... 7:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat ..... 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sunday ................. Closed

Visit our new Showroom!
405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

507-461-9615
Sales & Service

ricksappliancewaseca.com

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF WASECA  
DISTRICT COURT 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
 Probate Court Division 
 Court File No.: 81-PR-23-846 
 
In Re: Estate of 
SCOTT J. ENGER,   Decedent. 
 
NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEARING  
ON PETITION FOR FORMAL PRO-

BATE OF WILL AND APPOINT-
MENT OF PERSONAL 

REAPRESENTATIVE IN UNSUPER-
VISED ADMINISTRATION AND 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
————————————————
———————— 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
     It is Ordered and Notice is hereby 
given that on the 31st day of January, 
2024, at 1:15 p.m., a hearing will be held 
in the above Court at Waseca, Minne-
sota, for the Formal Adjudication of In-
testacy, Determination of Heirs and for 
the appointment of Heidi M. Enger 
whose address is 308 2nd St SE, New 
Richland, Minnesota 56072, as Personal 
Representative of the Estate of the above 
named decedent in unsupervised admin-
istration, and that any objections thereto 
must be filed with the Court. That, if 
proper and no objections are filed, a Per-
sonal Representative will be appointed 
to administer the Estate, to collect all as-
sets, to pay all legal debts, claims, taxes 
and expenses, to sell real and personal 
property, and to do all necessary acts for 
the Estate.  Upon completion of the ad-
ministration, the representative shall file 
a final account for the allowance and 
shall distribute the estate to the persons 
thereunto entitled as ordered by the 
Court, and close the estate.   
     Notice is further given that ALL 
CREDITORS having claims against said 
Estate are required to present the same 
to said Personal Representative or to the 
Court Administrator within four months 
after the date of this Notice or said 
claims will be barred. 
 
Dated: 12/15/2023 

 /s/ Carol M. Hanks              
Judge of District Court 
/s/ Shannon M. Asselin 

 Deputy Court Administrator 
    
PATTON, HOVERSTEN & BERG, 
P.A. 
Hayden J. Roslansky,  #402545 
216 N Main St, PO Box M                    
Janesville, MN 56048 
Phone: 507-234-5106 
Published in the Waseca County Pioneer 
January 5, 2024, and January 12, 2024

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
To Whom It May Concern: Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Waseca will 
meet at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, January 16, 2024, to consider Municipal Project No. 2024-01, a 
project to provide street and utility improvements in the following location: 
 

8th Avenue NE (CSAH 13) from 3rd Street NE to Clear Lake Drive   
   
The total estimated cost of the project is $5,865,000, a portion of which is proposed to be 
assessed to adjacent properties.  A reasonable estimate of the impact of the assessment will be 
available at the hearing.  Such persons that wish to speak in reference to the merits of the 
proposed project will be heard at the meeting.  Questions may be directed to the City Engineer, 
Nathan Willey, at 507-835-9716. 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
To Whom It May Concern: Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Waseca will 
meet at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, January 16, 2024, to consider Municipal Project No. 2024-02, a 
project to provide street improvements in the following location: 
 

11th Avenue NW from State Hwy 13 to 10th Street NW 
   
The total estimated cost of the project is $442,900, a portion of which is proposed to be 
assessed to adjacent properties.  A reasonable estimate of the impact of the assessment will be 
available at the hearing.  Such persons that wish to speak in reference to the merits of the 
proposed project will be heard at the meeting.  Questions may be directed to the City Engineer, 
Nathan Willey, at 507-835-9716. 

L E G A L  N O T I C E S
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220 ELM AVE EAST,
 WASECA, MN 56093

507-571-3130
MYBANKFM.COM

Daniel J.
Johnson
���������	
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Our Services
• Tax Planning & Return Preparation Services
• Estate and Trust Planning & Tax Preparation
• Financial Planning
• Accounting Services
• Bookkeeping
• Payroll Services

Hours: 
Mon - Thu

8 am - 4 pm
Fri

8 am - 12 pm

115 North State Street, 
Waseca, MN 56093
(507) 201-2484   

I’m Daniel J. Johnson. For the past 
13 years, I’ve proudly served our 
community by o昀ering personal-
ized accounting services for you 
and your small business. From 

tax preparation and bookkeeping 
to 昀nancial planning, I’m here to 
provide you with professional, 

trustworthy, and reliable assistance. 
Let’s work together and make your 

昀nancial dreams a reality!

Next week Southern Minnesota 
Area Rural Transit (SMART) will 
reach its tenth year providing public 
transportation in the communities it 
serves. 

SMART started January 2, 2014, in 
Freeborn, Mower, and Steele counties, 
and later added Waseca county in 2016. 
Overall SMART covers nearly 2,300 
square miles providing access to public 
transportation to over 125,000 individ-
uals with a fleet of nearly 35 buses. 
SMART reached its first million-ride 
milestone in October of 2018 and then 
hit two million rides in March of 2023, 

all thanks to the dedication of nearly 70 
staff, 11 of whom have been with 
SMART since day one. 

The organization’s drivers, dis-
patchers and managers are “passionate 
about providing public transit to the 
passengers we serve; we all look for-
ward to the next ten years and beyond.” 

Over the next several weeks and 
months, SMART will be celebrating its 
anniversary by handing out items to 
our passengers, as well as doing other 
random give-aways such as free rides 
– stay tuned to the SMART Facebook 
page for all the happenings at SMART! 

SMART Turns 10

“After the somewhat stressful times 
of the harvest and the holidays,” ob-
serves Farmamerica program director 
Kari Wadd, “January seems like a good 
time for us women to take a deep 
breath, relax, and maybe pamper our-
selves a little bit.” 

Farmamerica’s January 12 “Raise a 
Toast” event is an opportunity for all 
that, and more. The organization invites 

area women to “Get dressed up, grab 
the girls, and let us treat you for an 
evening.” 

Participants will begin with a short 
motivational message from JoDee 
Halla of Christensen Farms, then move 
into the facility’s grand open hall to net-
work, relax, and listen to live piano 
music played by Becky Borneke.  

A “Farm to Fork” dinner prepared 

and served by local caterers will follow, 
served in grand style. 

“We’ve added many special 
touches,” hints Wadd, refusing to say 
more since some are intended to be 
pleasant surprises for participants as 
they arrive and take part. 

“I think we’re putting together some-
thing very special. I hope area ladies are 
willing to take the time for themselves 

and appreciate the good things in life. 
“It’s a chance to relax and renew our-

selves as we look forward to the year to 
come.” 

“Raise a Toast” is meant to be the 
first in a series of “Farm to Fork” events 
Farmamerica will be holding as the 
year progresses. “Watch for more!” 
says Wadd enthusiastically. 

Raise a Toast at Farmamerica January 12

gregwilmesroofing.net
gregwilmesroofing@gmail.com

(507) 202-7070

Commercial • Residential • New Construction • Remodeling

GREG WILMES
EXTERIORS

 ⧈ Shingles, Steel, Rubber Roofing
 ⧈ Vinyl, Steel, & Cement Board Siding
 ⧈ Windows & Doors: Insulation, Sheetrock
 ⧈ All Flooring: Concrete, Patios, Decks
 ⧈ Seamless Gutters & Gutter Protection Systems
 ⧈ CertainTeed® Claims Specialist

Greg Wilmes Exteriors LLC • Building Contractor #BC793885

“Footings
to Finish”

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  NEW YEAR’S 

DAY 
2  Burger nite 5-
7pm 

3  6pm  
BAR Bingo 

4  7pm HALL 
BINGO 

5  MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 6:30pm 

6   

7 8  7 pm Post & 
AUX. Meeting 

9  Burger nite 5-
7pm 

10  6pm  
BAR Bingo 

11  7pm 
HALL BIN-
GO 

12  MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 6:30pm 

13 

14  ALL YOU can 
EAT Breakfast VFW 
8:00am –Noon Your  
Host  St. Paul Lu-
theran Church 

15 16  Burger nite 5-
7pm 

17  6pm  
BAR Bingo 

18  7pm 
HALL BIN-
GO 

19  WALLEYE  or 
SHRIMP DINNER 
5:30 to 7pm  YOUR 
HOST Fraternal or-
der of police 

20 

21 22 23  Burger nite 5-
7pm 

24  6pm  
BAR Bingo 

25  7pm 
HALL BIN-
GO 

26  MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 6:30pm 

27 

28  ALL YOU can 
EAT Breakfast VFW 
8:00am –Noon Your 
Host Waseca Care-
givers 

29 30  Burger nite 5-
7pm 

31  6pm  
BAR Bingo 

   

SWEET SOMMERS VFW POST 1642 
January 2024 

HOURS OF OPERATION 
SUN.– MON. CLOSED 
TUE.– WED.-3pm to 11pm Tue. Is Lady’s nite 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 from 4 to 6pm. 
THUR.—1pm to 11pm 
FRI.– SAT.-11am to 1 am 
POST & AUX MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license number 00385 

info

It’s a new year...our 87thIt’s a new year... our 88th

Get your news in the Pioneer 
• news@wasecacountypioneer.com 

 Matthew Petsinger, Agent 
 Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC 

 Waseca, MN 56093 

 MRPAgencyLLC.com 

 (507) 835-2770 

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & Its Operating Companies,
American Family Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 008897 – Rev. 1/19 ©2016 – 17803120

CHEERS TO A NEW YEAR
As I look back on this year, I’d like to thank the people of this 

community for being such an enjoyable part of it.

We wish you a safe and prosperous year!

Get your news in the Pioneer 
• news@wasecacountypioneer.com 

• Call (507) 837-6767 
• Stop in person 111 W. Elm Ave.
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