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anesville holds town hall

Meeting gauges public interest in new community center

By MICHAEL ROY
Editor
The prospect of acquiring a com-
munity center has been raised in Ja-
nesville since local resident Gene
Wiebusch moved to the city in 1960.
According to him, the Janesville
Community Center Committee’s
town hall meeting at the Janesville-
Waldorf-Pemberton school’s media
center Thursday, April 13, was the
closest the city has moved toward

getting one.

Many residents have wanted a
community center for a long time, in-
cluding community economic devel-
opment authority (EDA) board
member Terry Gardner. In fact, the
EDA estimates the odds of finding
someone against having one are 200
to 1. The trick is deciding what the
community center should include:
That in itself may be a reason why
little has been accomplished despite

six decades worth of consideration.

EDA chair Ben Salaba said that
the EDA has identified four com-
munity needs which a center could
help satisfy: childcare, a new library,
entertainment and recreation, and a
space for gatherings.

The EDA estimates about 105 Ja-
nesville children are without local
childcare. This is a problem in many
other cities as well. For example,
about 200 children in Waseca were

doing without satisfactory place-
ment.

“There is a childcare provider in
Cleveland,” Salaba said. “People in
Janesville take their kids there, then
come back to town to work.

“This lack of childcare in town is
forcing parents to adjust their work
hours, not work at all, use childcare
facilities outside of town, or rely on

Janesville continued on 5

Moonstruck

‘To the
moon’

Achieving
Dreams holds
prom at the Mill

By MICHAEL ROY
Editor

Achieving Dreams for Dis-
abilities and the Mill collabo-
rated to give individuals fifteen
years or older with disabilities a
night to remember.

On Friday, April 14, about
fifty people were in attendance
for a formal dinner and dance ti-
tled “To the Moon and Back.”

The event started at 5 p.m.
with a social hour, followed by
dinner about an hour later. Then
from 7-9 p.m., everyone had the
chance to enjoy their own little
prom. The dance was by RSVP
and $20 per person. According
to the Mill, it was “a heartwarm-
ing event.”

Achieving Dreams for Dis-
abilities is a non-profit organiza-
tion that serves Waseca County,
providing programs and services
for children and adults who may
have developmental disabilities
or related conditions. A United
Way agency, the group has pro-
vided services to the Waseca and
surrounding community for
nearly eleven years. It stemmed
from another organization, “Ad-
vocates for Developmental Dis-
abilities of Steele and Waseca
Counties.”

The dance and dinner was a
good time for the attendees and
a great reminder that the Waseca
County community loves them
“To the Moon and Back.”

Fixing
things

Pip’s Power
Products is
homage to
owner’s father

By MICHAEL ROY
Editor

J ohn McCabe has been repair-
ing engines and performing mainte-
nance on any machine with a motor
since 1997. He comes by his incli-
nation honestly: “My father and
grandfather were mechanics,” he
said. “I picked up the trade from
them.”

Originally from the LeCenter
area, McCabe grew up around ma-
chines ranging from snowmobiles
to tractors. Whatever needed fixing,
his family pretty much did it.

He chose to specialize in indoor
and marine engine repair, receiving
his education from a technical col-
lege in Faribault. He earned an as-
sociate degree of applied science in
outdoor power while “getting
credits on the marine side.”

McCabe has been a Waseca res-
ident for the past 17 years. “My
wife and I moved here looking for a
nice little community to live in,” he
explains. “We both worked in
Mankato at the time, so this was the
closest thing to what we were look-
ing for.”

Eventually, he realized he wanted
to start his own business. The origi-
nal plan was to get it up and run-
ning nine years ago. However, due
to circumstances outside his con-
trol, things didn’t work out To make
up for it, Charlie Mathern, former

John McCabe, owner of Pip’s Power Products opened his small engine repair shop in December.

owner of Charlie’s Hardware (now
Ace), offered him a job doing small
engine repair.

“I’m thankful to Charlie for giv-
ing me that offer,” McCabe reflects.
“He helped me get the start |
needed, and also gave me a bit of
customer service experience.”

After giving McCabe a spot to
use his skills for the past nine years,
Ace Hardware’s shop closed down.
He decided this was his opportunity
to spread his wings and try again at
starting a business. The result was
Pip’s Power Products, which
opened in December in Waseca’s
southern industrial district.

The name “Pip’s Power Pro-
ducts” has deep personal meaning
for McCabe. “Pip was my dad’s
nickname,” he explains. “He died in

Pioneer photo by Michael Roy

"Pip was my dad’s nickname... We
were originally supposed to do this

tfogether.

— John McCabe

2018. We were originally supposed
to do this together.”

While discussing possible busi-
ness names with a friend, he de-
scribes “We were tossing names
around, and he asked me what my
dad’s nickname was. I said, ‘It was
Pip.” And he said, ‘Well, there you
g0.””

When McCabe telephoned his
sister and got the same input, the
decision was made. “As soon as she
suggested I name it after Dad, [
hung up,” he reminisces.

Not only does the alliteration
have a catchy ring to it, it makes the
name easier to remember and brings
pleasant memories to mind. “He
helped me get started in this busi-
ness,” McCabe points out. “It’s the
least I could do.”

Nowadays, McCabe can be found
in the shop working on lawn
mowers, chainsaws, speed whips,
snow blowers, and other machines.

McCabe continued on 8

WASECA
CITY COUNCIL

Airport
hangar
bid goes
to APX

By MICHAEL ROY
Editor

The Waseca city council took
a moment of silence at their reg-
ular meeting Tuesday, April 18
to honor Pope County deputy
police officer Josh Owen who
was killed in the line of duty. Of-
ficer Brody Merrill was also
wounded, along with one other
Starbuck policeman. Also recog-
nized with thoughts and prayers
were the families of Wisconsin
police officers Hunter Scheel of
Cameron and Emily Breiden-
back of Chetek, who both lost
their lives when they were shot
during a traffic stop.

The council approved three
changes in the planning and zon-
ing department.

The first was that the city staff
clarify and review the driveway
approach design and width stan-
dards for the city of Waseca.
Currently, homeowners and con-
tractors are allowed a 24-foot
setback at their property line.
Once they are fully inside their
property, they can make their
driveway as wide as desired.

“They can always request a
variance,” Planning and Zoning
coordinator Bill Green clarified.
“If you’re in a shoreland overlay,
that goes to the DNR for ap-
proval.”

He added that the 24-foot set-
back is less than in some area
cities and more than others. The
widest is Owatonna’s, where
properties wider than 80 feet are
allowed a 32-foot setback for
driveways. Northfield’s is at 20
feet, while Madison Lake’s is 22.

The second item discussed
(which the council held a public
hearing for) was allowing “cus-
tom meat processing” as a con-
ditionally permitted use in the
city’s business and industrial dis-
tricts.

According to Green, meat pro-
cessing was formerly classified
as prohibited in all districts,
making businesses such as Mor-
gan’s Meat Market “legally non-
conforming.” “They want to
possibly expand,” Green said.
“They wouldn’t be able to do

Council continued on 5

‘Spies’

Townships

A word from
The Word

And he said to his
disciples, “There-
fore I tell you, do not
be anxious about
your life, what you
will eat, nor about
your body, what you
will put on.”

Luke 12:22

at WHS

By TRISTAN JENSEN
Staff Writer

Waseca High School's Vocal Music De-
partment presented its 2023 Variety Show,
“Spies,” Friday and Saturday April 14-15.
Emcees Quinn Dahle and Tricia Cox took
the audience on a journey to capture Carmen
Sandiego and Vile's Henchmen, with each
musical number performed by the ensembles
tied into the overarching narrative.

The Variety Show is an annual perform-
ance by Waseca's show choirs. It features
large opening and closing numbers from the
combined ensemble of the State Street
Singers, Showtime, and the Eighth-grade
Grade Ensemble. Both the State Street
Singers and Showtime presented their sets
from their competition season, which shared
the same theme as the Variety Show — Spies.
Both groups had successful competition sea-
sons this year, with Showtime performing in

An entire page of photos from the
Waseca Variety show can be found
on Page 12. Photo by Tristan Jensen

competition for the first time in the history
of the group. Each senior from the show
choirs also had a chance to perform a solo to
a song of their choosing, and the seniors
were honored through a slide show created

Variety continued on 12

collaborate
at annual
gathering

By TRISTAN JENSEN
Staff Writer

About 75 area leaders attended the thirty-
sixth annual banquet and meeting of the
Waseca County Township Association; the
event was held the evening of Thursday, April
13, at the Waseca American Legion. Entertain-
ment for the evening was The Paul Stewart
Show, a band which plays 50s and 60s rock and
country western music around the state of Min-
nesota.

The banquet was overall a “laid back” affair,
with the primary goal of allowing township
board members to meet each other and social-
ize. The meal was provided by the Pheasant

Last to speak during the Thursday,
April 13, township banquet was Sandy
Hooker. Pioneer photo by Tristan Jensen

Cafe; members of the Waseca County Town-
ship Board served.

Andy Miller acted as emcee for the evening's
program, welcoming everyone to the banquet
before Charles Schwab gave the invocation.
After the hearty meal, several county officials
spoke. Blair Nelson, chair of the Waseca
County Board of Commissioners, took the po-
dium briefly and introduced several attendees,
including commissioners Brad Krause and
Doug Christopherson, fire chief Jason Forshee,

Townships continued on 8
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Be easily delighted,

not easily

ECHOES FROM THE
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING

My wife is mad at me.

Did you forget to put ketchup
on the shopping list again?

Oh, I put it on the list, but then
I couldn’t read it.

DRIVING BY BRUCE'S
DRIVE

I have a wonderful neighbor
named Bruce. Deep thoughts occur
as I drive past his drive. Easter
ended in an R again this year. It
was a busy day, one in a blender as
are all days. I recalled a day I led a
tour to Alaska when the day’s
blender went berserk. It was a
large group and over 50 bags of
theirs (and my bag) didn’t arrive at
the Anchorage Airport. We kept
hopeful eyes on a baggage carou-
sel that presented a few bags and
then went empty. There was noth-
ing to see there. Missing bags wer-
en’t restricted to our group, but our
bunch took it well. There were ex-
pressions of disappointment but no
outrage. Fellow travelers, people
we didn’t know, were incensed.
Everyone acts important at an air-
port, finding it easy to forget that
most of the people in the world
weren’t them. They were certain
their days had been ruined and had
decided to remedy that by ruining
the day of another, a lone young
woman staffing the customer serv-
ice desk. She was polite and kind,
though overwhelmed. She did the
best she could. It turned out that a
couple of carts were forgotten at
the departure airport. Things get
misplaced. They would arrive in
Anchorage on an early morning
flight. A bus took our group to a
lovely hotel. I helped airport folks
wait for the rescue plane and load
the bags into a large van to take to
the hotel where we placed the cor-
rect bags outside the proper doors,
a day late but not a duffel short.
The next day featured an ex-
hausted but happy me loading the
bottom of the bus with bags. I was
a baggage handler. That ended
with an R.

BAD JOKE DEPARTMENT

A dog and a cat died. They went
to the Pearly Gates and met St.
Peter, seated on a majestic chair.
St. Peter asked the dog what it be-
lieved in.

The dog answered, "I believe in
love, faithfulness, forgiveness and
loyalty."

St. Peter welcomed the dog
through the gates and asked the
cat, "And what do you believe in?"

The cat said, "I believe you're
sitting in my chair."

HAPPY TRAILS

Happy trails to Doug Bushlack.
I enjoyed visiting with former
teammates at Doug’s retirement

Irritated

party: Mike Somage of Owatonna,
Terry Baynes of Kiester, Neil Berg
of Waseca, Donnie Krueger of
New Richland, Mike Schumacher
of Austin and others. They were
excellent ballplayers. I can’t say if
they still are.
I’VE LEARNED

He who hesitates gets lost later.

If you keep the weeds cut low,
they look like grass.

Welcome mats shouldn’t be
taken literally.

If you want a healthy car,
switch from motor oil to omega-3
fish oil.

NATURE NOTES

A friend grew up in a super-
sized family that ate pancakes
often and his mother made syrup
from sugar and water. Surprisingly,
he didn’t grow up to be a hum-
mingbird. The best and least ex-
pensive solution for a
hummingbird feeder is a 1:4 solu-
tion of refined white sugar to tap
water—that’s %4 cup of sugar in 1
cup of water. Bring the solution to
a boil and let it cool before filling
a feeder. You can make a larger
batch and refrigerate it. Bring it to
room temperature before refilling
the feeder. Red coloring isn’t nec-
essary. Don’t use brown sugar,
honey, molasses or artificial sweet-
eners. In hot weather, the feeder
should be emptied and cleaned
twice a week. In cooler weather,
once per week is enough.

Several readers reported head-
less rabbits in their yards. It might
have been Colonel Mustard in the
library with a candlestick. I’d put
nothing past him but when folks
perform a thorough crime scene in-
vestigation, they come up with a
list of usual prospects (cat, celeb-
rity chef, Elmer Fudd and Colonel
Mustard). I’d guess the culprit was
an owl. A great horned owl’s sig-
nature method when dealing with
large prey is to behead the victim
before it’s taken to the owl’s nest
or eating perch. A study conducted
in Kansas found 60% of an owl’s
prey items were decapitated. A
great horned owl has powerful ta-
lons and could cleave a bunny's
head as fast as a rodeo cowboy
ropes a steer. Rabbit brains and
eyes are a delicacy for owls and
are full of fats and proteins.

A Eurasian collared-dove has a
black collar on the back of its neck
and a squared tail as opposed to the
pointed tail of a mourning dove.
Native to Asia, Europe and North-
ern Africa, this collared-dove was
first documented in the U.S. (Flor-
ida) in 1986 and in Minnesota in
1998 and in lowa in 1997.

MEETING ADJOURNED

Don’t be easily offended. Be
kind by being easily delighted.

A four-hour drive to play baseball

Well, we did it. We experienced all
four seasons in 48 hours this past Fri-
day to Sunday. We had the wetness
of spring, the heat of summer, the
bone-chilling cold wind of fall, and
finally the snow of winter. You have
to love Minnesota, the state where it
can be 82 one day and potentially
snow the next. We’re all crazy to live
in this state.

But hey, we “southerners” could
have had it worse. Most of our
friends up north haven’t started their
spring sports season yet. Some have-
n’t even been able to practice on their
fields, let alone play games or host
meets. Because of that, JWP’s base-
ball team hosted Cromwell-Wright,
a school near the Duluth area, for a
doubleheader.

The only reason I know about the
cities of Cromwell and Wright is be-
cause they’re near where my uncle
lives. (He lives in Esko, about five
minutes from Cloquet and Scanlon.)

One of the ways | remember get-
ting to his place is an alternate from
taking Interstate 35 through the Twin
Cities. Instead, you follow US High-
way 169 all the way to Milaca, get on
Minnesota 23, and take Minnesota
Highway 65 from Mora to McGre-
gor.

Music to my Ears

From there, you take Highway 210
to get to Cloquet (the Arrowhead re-
gion’s Waseca). On the way to
Cloquet on 210, you pass three
smaller cities and a village: Tama-
rack, Wright, Cromwell, and Sawyer
(basically the north’s Alma City).

JWP and Cromwell-Wright, as im-
possible as it is since they’re nearly
four hours away from each other,
have some brief history. The two met
in the 1996 boys’ basketball state
tournament. The Bulldogs defeated
the Cardinals 67-55 before losing in
the next round.

Interesting facts about both teams
that season: JWP ended up going 25-
5, the best record a Bulldogs boys’
basketball team ever had. At the
same time, Cromwell had the tallest
player in the state tournament on
their team; Cardinal James Purcell
was 6’117,

For a small town, Cromwell had
great sports teams, as their football
team won the 9-man state tourna-
ment the fall before their boys’ bas-
ketball team made state.

While “newsing,” I spent most of
this past week moving my stuff back
to Janesville. You don’t know how
much stuff you have until you start
packing. I made a trip Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, two on
Sunday, and one more on Monday.
At least most of the stuff is packed
for my next move.

Yes, that’s right. This recent move
is back to my parents’ place for a
short time. I will hopefully have a
place lined up in Waseca in June. As
much as I’d love to stay in Janesville,
I’m not going to be here long-term;
the short supply of housing here is
isn’t affordable enough for me yet.
Hopefully it’s an issue that can be

tackled soon, since the city council is
well aware of it.

I forget sometimes that life doesn’t
necessarily stop because you have
personal life events going on that oc-
cupy a lot of your time. For example,
I continued organizing and packag-
ing things throughout my Friday,
knowing full well that I had a base-
ball game between St. Clair and JWP
to cover later in the afternoon.

I wonder if Waseca will pull “a
JWP” and invite a school from up
north to play a game. I think inviting
schools like Esko or Warroad would
add some interest and excitement.
Maybe Mankato East will host Be-
midji. Anything is possible thanks to
the classic Minnesota spring. Those
northerners might not be able to play
in their section for at least another
week—Make it happen, Bluejays or
Cougars!

Anyway, | hope everyone enjoyed
the warm 80-90 degree weather last
week. We might not hit that again for
a long time. And to our friends up
north looking at another snowstorm,
what did you do to deserve such a
thing in late April?
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Seeing Barcelona

Well, about 20 days and counting.
[ will say, thinking of leaving has put
me in a dilemma.

I went to Barcelona this past
weekend and it was great, but I was
just thinking of how I only have one
more trip planned and then I have to
leave. I’ve been fulfilling my dream
of traveling the world, and sadly it is
coming to a close. I already plan to
come back to Europe during spring
break next year: 1 wasn’t able to
travel to Scotland this semester, and
that’s a very high priority for me.

Barcelona was fun. We stayed for
two days but saw all the famous
things the city is most famous for.
The first day we walked around,
went to a museum, and then made
our way to the beach. Unfortunately,
it was cold and windy, so after
spending a short time choosing our
favorite rocks and sea glass to bring
home, we decided to leave.

That night we hiked up the moun-
tain to the popular bunker to watch
the sunset. For a famous thing to do,
it was pretty low key. Up at the top

of the hill is a bunch of young people
sitting on these rocks (usually drink-
ing) and watching the sunset over the
city. The view was worth the walk,
though. Sunsets are always spectac-
ular, and this one was over a classic
European city. It was amazing to re-
alize I was watching the same sun
setting over the Sagrada Familia (the
one building one can identify from
afar) as my family and friends in
Minnesota might be watching from a
whole different angle.

Of course the next day, we had to
go see the Sagrada Familia, it being
one of the most famous cathedrals in
the world, and I can see why. It is in-
credibly beautiful and incredibly
unique. It was designed so that when
you walk in it feels like you’re walk-
ing into a forest; the columns are
built in a way that spreads at the ceil-
ing like branches. The stained glass
is what got me, though. I loved how
one one side, the stained glass was
colored blue and green to represent
the colors of the sun rise. On the
other side, where the sun sets, the

Amelia Roessler on a Barcelona hilltop famous for its view of

the sunset.

glass is colored red, orange, and yel-
low to match the colors of the setting
rays. It was so beautiful, especially
since we went when the sun was set-
ting and were able to see the rays
shine through the glass and reflect
the colorful patterns on the walls.

Anyway, we also went to see the
famous Guell Park; we spent a cou-
ple hours walking around there as
well. Another beautiful park—and
another walk up a mountain to see it.
I exaggerate, it’s more like a steep
hill. Well, I don’t know, just look it
up on Google maps to see whether
I’m right or not.

Barcelona was fun but exhausting
(as most travel can be) and I was
once again glad to be home—Madrid
is the better city, and that’s that. Next

weekend some friends and I are trav-
eling to Bilbao and San Sebastian,
which is the northern coast of Spain,
and that will be our last trip before
we go. After that, one weekend in
Madrid and then finals and we’re
done. Time is going to fly by and I
don’t know how to feel about it. I’ve
been making plans and thinking of
what I want to do when I get back,
but also I'm trying to appreciate my
time here.

My Determination: “Time, dear
friend, time brings round opportu-
nity; opportunity is the martingale of
man. The more we have ventured the
more we gain, when we know how
to wait.” — Alexandre Dumas, The
Three Musketeers

What'’s old becomes new again

It’s been an interesting week of
newsing.

My father forwarded me an email
from track coach Dave Abel, some-
one I know to be a very nice man.

For those who don’t follow sports,
my father has come on as our sports
editor and has been writing a lot
more. My dad asked coach Abel to
provide quotes/his thoughts after
each meet. Coach Abel told my dad
it has been years since anyone has re-
quested quotes from him after a track
meet.

That served as another reminder
why we opened the paper here in
Waseca.

In New Richland it is standard
practice for coaches to communicate
with the press/me after every game.
It’s just a normal thing. But here, it’s
new. At least the way we do it.

I guess that also explains why
coach Abel was so kind, besides
being kind already, when I showed
up at practice to chat about the sea-
son for the sports preview.

I really enjoy talking to folks who
are passionate about what they do.
Most coaches fall into this category
and the conversations are rich, re-
warding, and informative.

So what else happened?

Thursday was the annual meeting
of the Waseca County townships.

Tristan covered that for the paper.
Besides that I have been on and off
battling sickness for the past week
and a half. That unfortunate circum-
stance has caused me, much more
than before, to ask other people to go

newsing for me.

In other news, Jeff Reese has re-
turned to the NRHEG baseball pro-
gram in an “assistant” role.

My first memory of Jeff is running
up to him as a 5- or 6-year-old and
giving him a hug. I was in preschool
or kindergarten and he was standing
by the office window at NRHEG. He
had just walked in the front door. I
was so filled with positive feelings I
couldn’t keep my affections to my-
self.

I have fond memories of Jeff as
my gym teacher in middle school.
Even at that age I enjoyed conver-
sation. Jeff entertained my questions
with a smile. I vividly remember
bragging about my stats in our
classes' slow pitch softball tourna-
ments. My claim to fame was I could
hit the ball all the way to the parking
lot, and so could walk the bases.

When we weren’t talking about
my fame on the diamond, we talked
about Twins baseball a lot. At that
age | watched the Twins every night
and memorized every stat there was
to know.

Jeff retired from coaching in 2013.
I was a freshman at the time.

My only experience with him as a

player was when he worked with
pitchers and catchers, as well as dur-
ing an occasional regular practice.

I can still recall how precise his
practices were. Down to the minute.

Jeff was wearing his famous
“stopwatch” again Tuesday night.

My only experience with him as a
player was during pitchers and
catchers practice along with a few
regular practices.

I can still recall how precise his
practices were. Down to the minute.

Jeff was wearing his famous
“stopwatch” again Tuesday night
during the Panther home opener.

As 1 walked up to the dugout I
overheard Mark Domeier announce
Jeff as an assistant coach and imme-
diately dismissed it. He must have
referenced the stadium, or maybe
this was an honorary thing. There
was no part of me that expected to
see Jeff sitting in the dugout when I
walked in.

But there he was.

For those who don’t know, Jeff has
his own special stool with a baseball
base/bag as the seat. He told me stu-
dents in shop class crafted it for him
many years ago.

It’s nights like Tuesday that make

a person appreciate their community
even more.

Throughout the game and after-
ward, I spoke with coach Mark Lee
and Jeff about how this happened. It
appears to have been a mutual affair.
Apparently both Jeff and Marc
wanted Jeff to return to coaching, al-
though it was Jeff who called first.

When Jeff returned to coaching in
2016 at Mankato Loyola, he said the
reason he wasn’t coaching in New
Richland was because he was look-
ing for a head coaching position and
didn’t want to unseat then head
coach, Drew Paukert. Also, he was
coaching his nephew.

The reason Jeff retired from
coaching this time around was due to
his health. Jeff was diagnosed with
cancer more than a year ago and just
returned home about a month ago
from an assisted living facility in
Mankato.

Chatting with Mark, he admitted
that part of the reason for our grat-
itude was we get to spend this time
with Jeff. As Mark said, there’s no
knowing how many more games Jeff
will be able to coach.

Jeff wouldn’t tell me exactly what
the doctor said, but did say his cancer
is “treatable” rather than “curable.”

Jeff had already undergone chemo
on this particular day, but still came
to the ballpark.

But, as Jeff told me, he wouldn’t
wanna be anywhere else.

"I make so many beginnings there
never will be an end." - Louisa May
Alcott
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Snakes

make

the perfect pets

Dogs are the number one pet
choice for Americans; over 48
million households have them.
Cats, fish, reptiles, birds, rabbits,
etc., are other popular choices.
My grandson Nathan has the cut-
est little hamster ever. He plays
with it every day. | was shopping
the other day, ran into an ex-stu-
dent and he asked, “Mr. Z, wha-
tever happened to Julius
Squeezer?”

In the late “70s into the ‘80s I
had some of nature’s strangest
creatures for pets in my class-
room.

Another teacher asked me if I
wanted his snake, a Boa Con-
strictor. I thought “Why not?”
and went to work making a home
for him in the classroom. I gutted
an old bookcase, put some sand
and rock on the bottom, inserted
a tree and installed a heat lamp.
The case had glass sides; [ built a
small door: Perfect for viewing
and cleaning. The class named
him Julius Squeezer.

Snakes are the perfect pet for
maintenance. They don’t drink
much water, only go to the bath-
room every two weeks — a solid
nugget — and never need to go to
the vet for shots or a haircut.
Many people think snakes are
slimy, but in fact they feel very
dry.

Julius’s diet consisted of rats
and mice. The long gone UMW
college donated them to me whe-
never [ needed them. During spe-
cial holidays like Thanksgiving,
I’d feed Julius a special treat,
which I won’t name here. [ had a
wonderful idea; I’d raise my own
mice in my backroom in the
classroom. I quickly discovered
that mice reproduce astoundingly
quickly. The girls in my class fell
in love with the little critters.
“My. Z., don’t you dare feed Ju-
lius Pixie, Dixie, or Trixie.” My
idea of raising mice in the class-
room was soon out the window.
Let’s just say, I never fed Julius
when students were in the class-
room.

Julius ended up growing to
seven feet in length, and I had
some special moments with him.
I was feeding him a white rat,
once, when he struck it and
missed. The rat realized it was in
trouble and prepared for the next
strike. The rat sunk its teeth into
the back of Julius’s head and
stunned him. It took a half hour
for him to nurse himself back to
normal—at which time the rat be-
came his meal.

Some people have a tremen-
dous fear of snakes. At confer-
ence time I gave a few
conferences to mothers in the
hall. A few of them would come
into the room backwards before
sitting down at my table, refusing
to look at the snake. We’d laugh
it off and I’d give them my won-
derful son or daughter report.

Julius would never constrict
around my neck, and once in a

while I’d drape him around my
neck and go for a bike ride. I'd
get many honks and smiles from
passersby.

Dave Noetzle came down to
our school to present an animal
lyceum from the U of M. Dave
left me with a gift, a tarantula
spider. Along with it, he delivered
an aquarium, rocks, a small cave,
and a heat lamp. The things we
hear about tarantulas are com-
plete myths. If they do bite, it is
only in reaction to fear. They are
almost blind and their bite is less
lethal than a bee sting. You must
handle them with gloves because
they have hair that you don’t
want sticking in the skin on your
fingers. The class named the ta-
rantula “Francis the Ferocious.”

Francis was also a low mainte-
nance pet. His deep color of
black and orange made him a
beautiful specimen to observe.
Francis needed very little water
and loved to eat crickets and
grasshoppers. I could always get
crickets at pet stores during the
winter. I’d put a few in the aquar-
ium and the next morning they
were gone. Francis, it was clear,
preferred to dine at night.

I had a spider and a snake; I
had to add something living in
my 50-gallon aquarium. I pur-
chased three baby piranhas and
soon learned one was dominant.
One grew to be a picture from the
Amazon; the other two survived
with interesting features, one had
half a tail left and the other grew
with two chunks out of its back.
The three fish were easy to feed,
just throw in some minnows from
the bait shop.

The aquarium was a magnet
for curious students. Every now
and then, I’d pick out floating
pencils and paper clips from the
bottom, or deal with pollution in
the water; a sick student once
threw up in the aquarium.

After the piranhas moved on, I
raised fan-tail guppies.

My principal, Jim Oregan,
came to me one day and said,
“David, it’s time to move on with
your fantastic creatures. Liability
issues.” One of my students took
Francis the Ferocious and gave
the spider a good home. I called
the Minnesota Zoo; they would
take Julius. They were in the pro-
cess of building a reptile cave and
were a month from completion. [
had been purchasing my crickets
from a pet store in the ( now long
gone) Owatonna Mall. The folks
there consented to to keep Julius
and display him until the zoo was
ready.

One day, a student came to my
desk and said, “Julius is gone and
so is the pet store.” They had
moved out overnight! Julius was
gone!

Boas can live 35-60 years. Ju-
lius Squeezer, if you’re out there
somewhere, have a wonderful
day.

Home
on the
diamond

Reese battles
cancer, returns
as assistant

Editorial note: Part 1 of 2. A por-
tion of this article was taken from a
2016 article written by Jim Lutgens
after Legion Field was renamed Jeff
and Carol Reese Field.

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher/Editor

Baseball, God, family.

But not always in that order.
Those three pillars have guided
the life of legendary NRHEG base-
ball coach Jeff Reese for more than

40 years.

Fans attending the Panthers'
home opener last Tuesday were
welcomed to a surprise as Reese's
name was announced as an “assis-
tant coach.”

“I still get goosebumps and but-
terflies,” Reese said. “I guess when
I lose that, it’s time to stay home...
I always wanted to finish up here.
I’m always a Cardinal or Panther in
the heart.”

About a month ago, he returned
home to the Reese family farm on
Hwy 30 after a five-month stay in
an assisted living facility in Mank-
ato. Reese has been battling cancer
along with other health conditions
since 2019.

About two weeks ago, Reese and
NRHEG head baseball coach Mark
Lee connected.

“I can’t imagine spending my
time anywhere else,” Reese smiled.

Reese, 78, began his coaching ca-
reer in 1979 with the New Rich-
land-Hartland Cardinal American
Legion baseball program and
coached the NRHEG team until
2013, taking a leave of absence
when the love of his life, Carol, was
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.

Reese can’t help but talk about
Carol, their story, and the once-in-a-
lifetime relationship they forged.

Reese was wearing a New Rich-
land-Hartland Cardinal uniform the
first time a certain Morristown
cheerleader named Carol Ellings-
worth caught his eye.

He was immediately stricken.

“I thought she was pretty neat the
first time I saw her,” Reese said in a
2016 Star Eagle interview.

He remembers talking to her for
the first time after an afternoon
football game at Morristown, and
he remembers their first extended
conversation when he ran into her
— along with her then steady boy-
friend — in the Waseca bowling
alley lounge.

“She said I tripped her,” said
Reese.

In a way, he did.

The athlete and the cheerleader
eventually got together, got mar-
ried, raised a family, and lived an
idyllic lifestyle in Reese’s home-
town of New Richland, he as a
well-respected teacher and coach
and she as a beloved dance instruc-
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Jeff Reese began coaching baseball in New Richland in 1979. He coached at NRHEG until 2013
and has returned to the program in an assistant role.

"I still get goose-
bbumps and

butterflies.”
— Jeff Reese

tor.

That life as Reese knew it ended
on March 4, 2015, when Carol suc-
cumbed to pancreatic cancer after a
valiant 19-month battle.

In 2016 the NRHEG community
did something special to make sure
no one would ever forget the amaz-
ing contributions of Jeff and Carol.
They renamed Legion Field “Jeff
and Carol Reese Field.”

Jeff ranks fourth all-time in Min-
nesota state history with 539 coach-
ing victories. In 2009 he was
inducted into the Minnesota coach-
ing hall of fame.

A three-sport standout who grad-
uated from high school in 1973,
Reese played basketball and base-
ball at Waldorf Junior College in
Waverly, lowa before concentrating
on the latter at UW-Stevens Point
for two seasons. By all accounts, he
was a decent first baseman.

Billy Robinson gave him his first
coaching opportunity at age 20 with
the NR American Legion team. It
was the spring of 1979; the team
was loaded with athletes, the school
having won the state football cham-
pionship the previous fall.

“I thought, ‘Boy, this is easy,””
said Reese, who was hired by su-
perintendent Tom Hedman and ath-
letic director Tom Smith as NR-H’s
head baseball coach in 1985.

Reese’s squads won numerous
Gopher Conference championships.
Don’t ask him how many because
he doesn’t know.

A low-key individual with a wry
sense of humor, Reese was known
as an on-field coaching wizard,
consistently outsmarting opponents.

Jeff Reese smiles while looking at former player, NRHEG head

baseball coach Mark Lee.

As a person, he’s unassuming and
quietly commands a lot of respect.

Reese credits Carol with attract-
ing so many ballplayers to the pro-
gram in his first seasons, when she
kept the scorebook in the dugout.

“She was my best recruiter,” he
said. “I found out later that guys
were going out for baseball not only
because they loved the game, but so
they could be closer to Carol.”

Generations of young girls were
positively impacted by attending
Carol’s Dance Studio, which would
pack the gymnasium every spring
for its annual recital.

Together the Reeses raised three
children: Joy (Josh Drinkall) and
children Lilly, Reese and Shay;
Dusty (Amanda) and children
Asher, Aiden, Brynna and Gunnar;
and Jacey (Toni).

A fourth son, Cazzie, lived for
only two days in January of 1979.

“That,” said Reese, “was a tough
one.”

Jeff thinks of Carol often.

“I was so blessed and fortunate to
have my wife as my best friend for
close to 38 years,” Reese said. “She
was the rock that kept our family

Photos by Eli Lutgens

grounded. She had so much energy
and such a soft spot for children and
left a tremendous legacy. I wish so
bad that she could be here in person
as she would be so honored, but I
know she has the best seat in the
house. I would often ask her how
she could keep her frantic pace and
she would tell me, “You can sleep
when you’re dead.” Now she is rest-
ing in eternal peace, but she lived
every minute to the fullest.”

As hard as it’s been on Reese, he
just knows Carol is in a good place
after her long cancer ordeal that in-
cluded countless trips to the doctor
and experimental treatments at
Johns Hopkins Medical Center in
Baltimore and the University of
Minnesota.

In 2016, Jeff shared a recent
dream: In it, he was standing on a
hill. “Carol was at the bottom of the
hill dancing, dancing and smiling. I
called out to her, but she didn’t see
me,” said Reese. “She didn’t an-
swer me. She just kept dancing and
smiling.”

Part 2 next week will detail
Reese’s return to NRHEG, his battle
with cancer, and much more.
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Donald Wynnemer
Donald James Wynnemer, age
94, of Waseca died on Wednesday,
January 25, 2023 at Homestead
Hospice House in Owatonna.

Born on December 8, 1928, in
Waseca to Frederick and Rose
(Holtz) Wynnemer. Don received
his education at Waseca Public
Schools before furthering his edu-
cation at Augsburg College in St.
Paul and the University of Minne-
sota where he graduated with a
PhD in Chemical Engineering. He
worked for Exxon Mobile for over
28 years. On January 15, 1951,
Don was united in marriage to
Mary Margaret Grunewald in St.
Paul. Together they shared 71
years of marriage before Margaret
passed away on August 24, 2022.
Don was active with the Waseca
County Historical Society, 55
Alive, Meals on Wheels and at the
Waseca Senior Center. He was a
Master Gardener. Don was a
member of St. John Lutheran
Church in Waseca.

Donald is survived by his chil-
dren: Donna (Donald) Lelah of
Australia, Claire (Mike Phelps)
Wynnemer of North Carolina,
Mark Wynnemer of Tennessee,
and Stacy (Jim) Vance of Waseca;
six grandchildren; and six great
grandchildren.

Donald James Wynnemer

Donald was preceded in death
by his parents, wife, and 10
siblings.

A public graveside service will
be 11 a.m. on Saturday, April 29,
2023 at Woodville Cemetery. A
gathering of family and friends
will begin at 12:00 PM on Sat-
urday, April 29, 2023 at Thyme on
Main (100 State Street North) in
the lower level of “The Bar on
Main”.

Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt

Funeral and Cremation Service

Waseca ~ Janesville ~ Waterville

Lester Barbknecht

Lester “Les” Wayne Barbknecht,
age 83, of Waseca died on Saturday,
April 8, 2023, at his home sur-
rounded by his family, following a
short battle with Pancreatic Cancer.

Born to Helmuth and Clara
(Klinger) Barbknecht on April 18,
1939, in Waseca. Les attended
Waseca Country School and Waseca
Central High School. On August 12,
1961, he was united in marriage to
Sue Johnson at St. Paul Lutheran
Church in Waseca.

Les was raised on a farm in rural
Janesville. He spent the majority of
his career as an auto mechanic. He
owned Les’ DX gas station in
Waseca for two years. He then
worked at Pure Oil/Union 76, Has-
selquist Pontiac/Buick/GMC, Coun-
tryside Motors, and Gambles

Hardware. In retirement, Les worked
at Waseca Lakeside Club and First
National Bank. He was a member of
Trinity Lutheran Church in Janes-
ville. In his free time, he enjoyed col-
lecting antique farm equipment and
attending pioneer power shows. Les
especially enjoyed spending time
with his children and grandchildren.

Les is survived by his wife of 61
years, Sue Barbknecht of Waseca;
children, Lori Barbknecht of Waseca,
Larry Barbknecht of rural Waseca,
Robert (Andrea) Barbknecht of Eden
Prairie; grandchildren, Amanda
Balk, Brittany Henkensiefken, Sara
Henkensiefken, Abbi Barbknecht,
Anna Barbknecht, and Luke
Barbknecht; siblings, Wayne (Ro-
sanne) Barbknecht of rural Janes-
ville, and Donald (Barbara)
Barbknecht of Monmouth, OR;
nieces, nephews, other relatives and

friends.

He was preceded in death by his
parents; father and mother-in-law;
two brothers-in-law and one sister-
in-law.

Les’ family would like to offer a
special thank you to the Allina Hos-
pice Team for their compassion and
care.

Visitation was from 4 - 7 p.m. on
Monday, April 17,2023, at the Third
Street Chapel of Dennis-Steffel-
Omtvedt Funeral and Cremation
Service in Waseca. Visitation will
continue for one hour prior to the
service at the church on Tuesday.

Funeral Service were on Tuesday,
April 18, 2023, at Trinity Lutheran
Church in Janesville with Rev. Kris-
tian Bjornstad officiating. Interment
will be in St. John Trinity Lutheran
in losco Township, Waseca County.

dsofuneral.com

Lester Barbknecht

Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral
and Cremation Service
Waseca ~ Janesville ~ Waterville

Wayne C. Hursh

Wayne C. Hursh, age 97, of
Waseca, went home to be with the
Lord on Sunday, April 16, 2023 at
Mayo Clinic Health System in
Mankato.

Born in Valley County, Hins-
dale, MT on April 17, 1925, he was
the son of Lynn L. and Rebecca A.
(Riddle) Hursh. He graduated from
Anaconda High School, Anaconda,
MT. After serving in the U.S. Navy
during and after World War 11, he
attended the University of Mon-
tana at Missoula. He graduated
with a Bachelor of Science in Phar-
macy degree. He married Frances
C. Papke on June 10, 1967 at St.
Paul Lutheran Church of Waseca.
He worked for and managed var-
ious pharmacies, the last being
Erickson’s Valu Drug of Waseca.
He retired in July 1990 but con-
tinued to do pharmacy relief work
through 1995. He was a member of
St. Paul Lutheran Church of
Waseca.

Wayne is survived by wife of 55
years, Frances of Waseca; brother,
Robert of Choteau, MT; sister,
Lynne Corbett of Gooding, ID;
nieces and nephews. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents; five
brothers; one sister; and five
sisters-in-law.

The family would like to thank
the care and compassion provided
by dear friends, neighbors, pro-

Janice H. Wadd

Janice Harriet Wadd, age 88, of
Waseca died on Tuesday, April 11,
2023, at Colony Court in Waseca.

Born on March 17, 1935, in St.
Peter, she was daughter of Viola
Geyer. Janice spent most of her
childhood years being raised by her
beloved uncles, Edgar and Leonard
Geyer and aunt, Mabel Geyer. She
attended Waterville Public Schools,
graduating with the class of 1953. On
April 16, 1955, Janice was united in
marriage to Lowell Wadd at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Waterville. They
began their married life in Mankato
for a couple of years where Janice
worked for Brett’s Department Store.
In 1958, Janice and Lowell made
their home in Waseca while raising

two sons.

Janice worked as the Activities Di-
rector at Lake Shore Inn for many
years up until her retirement. Later in
life she enjoyed volunteering with
Waseca Area Hospice. Janice and
Lowell enjoyed their summers camp-
ing with their camper trailer at Clarks
Campground in Elysian and spend-
ing their winters camping in Arizona.
She was a member of North Waseca
Lutheran Church and the VFW
Ladies Auxiliary. Janice was very
outgoing and always welcomed vis-
itors. She cherished the time she
spent with her children and grand-
children. She will be dearly missed.

Janice is survived by her husband,
Lowell of Waseca, sons: Curtis
(Lisa) of Madison Lake and Craig
(June) of Mesa, AZ; grandsons:

Caleb Wadd and Isaac Wadd; other
relatives and friends.

She is preceded in death by her
mother; uncles: Edgar and Leonard
Geyer; and aunt, Mabel (Geyer)
Rausch.

Funeral Service will be 11 a.m. on
Monday, April 17, 2023, at North
Waseca Lutheran Church in rural
Waseca with Rev. Sarah Krolak offi-
ciating. Visitation will be for one
hour prior to the service at the church
on Monday.

Private family interment will take
place on Tuesday at North Waseca
Lutheran Cemetery.

DSOfuneral.com

Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral
and Cremation Service

Waseca ~ Janesville ~ Waterville

Janice H. Wadd

Wayne Hursh

viders at Mayo Hospital — Mank-
ato and staff at Colony Court. We
are so grateful. We didn’t realize
how many angels on Earth there
are.

Memorial service was 11 a.m.
on Thursday, April 20, 2023 at St.
Paul Lutheran Church in Waseca
with Rev. Bob Lund officiating.
Visitation was a half hour prior to
the service at the church. Interment
will be Woodville Cemetery in
Waseca.

dsofuneral.com

Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral
and Cremation Service

Waseca ~ Janesville ~ Waterville

Masks not required

Beginning Monday, April 10,
wearing a face mask will no longer
be required for patients and staff in
most patient care areas on Mayo
Clinic and Mayo Clinic Health
System campuses.

In line with Mayo Clinic’s com-
mitment to patient care, Mayo
Clinic will continue to require
wearing a face mask in high-risk
patient settings. High-risk immu-
nocompromised patients will be
notified to wear a mask while they
are at Mayo Clinic.

Mayo Clinic is evolving its pol-
icies due to the consistently low
rates of hospitalizations, mortality
and community transmission
levels of COVID-19 observed at
most Mayo Clinic locations.
COVID-19 cases have decreased
significantly since January 2022,
along with a significant drop in
deaths and hospitalizations nation-
wide.

People may still choose to wear
masks, and Mayo will support their
decision to do so.

Dogs are much better at worrying

People worry and fret too much.
It’s deeply ingrained into their ge-
netics, as a means of survival back in
the day, when fretting and worry
were necessary. Not enough food
stockpiled for the coming winter?
Imminent death! No shelter to dive
into when the saber tooth tiger is
chasing you? Death! Yep, fretting
about one’s circumstances was an
absolute necessity back in the day:
Humans have learned this ‘skill’ so
well that we have even developed
mantras we say regularly to convince
ourselves that continuing to brood is
a good thing:

Always be prepared.

Forewarned is forearmed.

Hope for the best; prepare for the
worst.

I know thoughts of this nature
come to me—and I’m sure to most hu-
mans—on a regular basis. We fuss and
mope about all sorts of things that
aren’t going well or don’t turn out as
we’d like. (This late April snow, for
example, probably caused a lot of

Always Looking Up

by Melissa Dunn

copyright © 2022 by Melissa Dunn

fretting and moping for humans.) In
this regard, we have a lot to learn
from the dogs in our lives.

Our companion dogs just take
things as they come, without fretting
or angst. During the 80-degree days
last week, I brought Wallace outside
to enjoy some off-leash free time be-
fore our mile walkathon walk. As
soon as the door opened, he bolted.
Racing in wide circles around the
backyard, barking gleefully at noth-
ing, Wallace occasionally glanced
back at me, probably thinking
“Grass! Oh boy! Sun! Oh boy! Why
aren’t you running, Mom? Running
is the best thing EVER!” (Sorry, little

FormMALLY

Waseca OpToMETRIC CENTER

man, but it is not.) With slightly less
energy, my two Seniors lope across
the grass, sniffing at the odd leaf or
pinecone. I observe them from my
spot at the back door, enjoying their
enjoyment of the yard. The Bobby
McFerrin tune ‘Don’t Worry Be
Happy’ might well be a canine theme
song (I know you’re singing it in
your head right now). And when the
weather turned cold and snowy?
They were still happy to be there.
Really (although Wallace was puz-
zled as to why his belly was getting
wet).

During a recent conversation with
my mother, it came up that the most

repeated theme in the entire Bible is
‘Fear not!” It’s in there 365 times, to
be exact. Writer George MacDonald
defines fear as faithlessness, or even
misplaced trust. God really wants hu-
mans to learn to manage their anx-
ieties and fretting, especially about
things they cannot control. Is griping
about the weather going to make it
change any faster? Absolutely not.
Good dogs are faithful, always. A
dog with a good human will always
trust that human (sometimes unde-
servedly). Dogs are much better ac-
quainted with this divine lesson than
humans. I certainly admit I need
more practice, and doing the ‘home-
work’ of watching Wallace as he
carries on with his reggae/jazz/a ca-
pella style day is a pleasure. And yes,
I’m singing it in my head right now.
I’ve been telling my dog stories,
but I’d like to hear yours, too! Please
send them to me at
md.wcpioneer@gmail.com

The Waseca County
Historical Society

...is rehoming some of our
large agricultural implements!
Interested in these,
and many more items?

Now serving Waseca:

Our health care team
is committed to pro-
viding our patients
with unsurpassed
comprehensive
eyecare.

Please go to our website: www.historical.waseca.mn.us
and view photos of items, claim forms, and more information.
Claim forms must be returned to The Waseca County Historical
Society by Friday April 28. Pick up date for claimed items is
Saturday, May 6.

Questions? Please call WCHS @ 507-835-7700

Drs. Kora Amunrud and John Gutfleisch

1715 S. Broadway
New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-8531

623 W. Rock St
Springfield, MN 56087

507-723-2020

1111 2nd St. NE
Waseca, MN 56093

507-835-2020
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Waseca skydivers taking part in a safety course.

Pioneer photo by Michael Roy

Waseca skydivers
kick off new season

By MICHAEL ROY
Editor

Skydive Northstar has been
offering skydiving opportunities
at the Waseca airport since
2001.

Before every season begins,
the company begins with a
safety course. This year’s was
originally scheduled in late
March, but was delayed by a
snowstorm and rescheduled to
Saturday, April 15. During the
course, experienced skydivers
refreshed themselves on various
safety scenarios. Rain and wind
kept the trainers on the ground,
where they carried out staged
scenarios in the Skydive North-
star hangar.

The first step was to review
rules and procedures: with that
out of the way, the real fun
could begin.

Skydive Northstar offers op-
portunities most of the year
(when the weather allows) for
skydiving. Individuals can
either bring their own gear and
dive by themselves, or do a tan-
dem skydive which has them at-
tached to an experienced

instructor.

Tandem skydivers must be 18
years or older and, in most
cases, must not weigh more
than 220 pounds (some excep-
tions can be accommodated).
Skydive Northstar recommends
scheduling four hours to com-
plete any of its dives, since
weather or mechanical issues
can extend the needed amount
of time.

Experienced jumpers have
more options available to them
all year. Night jumps are gen-
erally available once a month
from May to September so long
as the skydiver has previously
completed a jump during day-
light. Winter jumping dates are
also available once a month and
are scheduled in the morning;
student jumpers can participate
in this event.

Skydiving gives people the
opportunity to get out of their
comfort zone, whether it’s a
first-time jumper or the most
experienced adrenaline junkie.
All Skydive Northstar asks of
people is to “be safe, be aware,
and have fun.”

Food shelf

Commander Blaine Brooks of VFW POST 1642 presents-
James Britton a $500 check for the Waseca Food Shelf.
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104 State Street, Waseca MN e 835-1259

BATTENFIELD
LAWN CARE

Lawn Maintenance Zach Battenfield

5607-621-0226

zachbattenfield@gmail.com

36 booths
of bridal

fun at show

By TRISTAN JENSEN
Staff Writer

The Mill in Waseca held their an-
nual Bridal Show Sunday, April 16.
There were 36 booths sponsored by
local businesses like Lush Cakes,
The Mill, and Daydream Vacations
by Jan as well as businesses from as
far afield as Wells and the Twin
Cities area. About 100 people at-
tended from the Waseca County area.

Attendees of the bridal show had
the chance to win one of five door
prizes — brides in attendance each re-
ceived two chances. The grand prize
for the bridal show was a discounted
trip to be used for either a destination

Jessica Freitag, owner of Waseca's Lush Cakes, at her booth at the 2023 bridal show held at The

wedding or honeymoon from
Daydream Vacations by Jan. To be
eligible to win the grand prize, at-
tendees had to visit all 36 booths and
have a representative sign off on

their map of the venue. Numerous
vendors also hosted drawings for
table prizes. By appointment, brides
also had the opportunity to be fitted
for dresses from Valerie's Bridal and

Pioneer photo by Tristan Jensen

the Silhouette.

Booths included wedding venues,
florists, officiants, photographers,
DJs, gifts and home goods, and
travel agents.
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that in their current location without
a conditional use permit.”

The change would allow Morgan’s
Meat Market and other meat process-
ing businesses to apply for the nec-
essary permit, which the council
agreed was reasonable.

The third and final item consid-
ered for city staff review by the plan-
ning commission was to modify city
code concerning minimum setbacks
for accessory structures. Currently,
the city code is more restrictive than
the state code. “We recommend the
code reflect the state law,” Green
said, which the council agreed.

The council approved to award the
contract for the 2023 city crack seal
and seal coat project to

Allied Blacktop Company of
Maple Grove was awarded a contract
for the city’s pavement sealing proj-
ect at about $101,000. Although it
was the lowest bid, it was about
$1,250 higher than the engineer’s es-
timate for the work. City engineer

Nate Willey said that savings on
other projects which came in at
lower-than-estimated costs  will
allow the city to cover that extra
$1,250.

Bolton and Menk of Mankato was
awarded the professional design
services contract for the Eighth Ave-
nue NE reconstruction project. Out
of four bids, their not-to-exceed
amount of about $217,500 was the
lowest. Based on the city’s cooper-
ative agreement with the county, it
will be responsible for 55 percent of
that total, or about $120,000.

That amount is nearly $160,000
less than the total budget of
$277,500. After project completion,
design costs will be divided based on
each funding source’s actual percent-
age of cost.

The Waseca Municipal Airport
four-unit hangar project was awarded
to APX Construction Group in the
amount of approximately $1.43 mil-
lion. During a previous request for
bids on the project in 2022, all bids
were rejected due to higher-than-ex-
pected prices.

The bid from APX Construction is
still about $68,000 higher than ex-
pected, according to Willey. Because
of this, the city and the airport will

use federal, state, and local funds. A
federal entitlement transfer of
$400,000 will also be needed, which
the City of Winona approved to give
to Waseca. The transfer will be paid
back in 2025 and 2026 using Waseca
Airport entitlement funds.

Council members approved the
city‘s contract with the International
Union of Operating Engineers,
which represents the city’s public
works, parks, wastewater treatment
plant, and fire department.

City Manager Carl Sonnenburg
summarized that those employees
would see an overall wage increase
of three percent as well as health in-
surance changes. Employees under
this union can now accumulate a
maximum of 3,000 hours of sick
leave.

He added that the city is in ongo-
ing negotiations with the new Law
Enforcement Labor Services — Ser-
geants and Lieutenant Union.

The council appointed Carley
Gleason and Chris Weber to the two
open seats on the planning commis-
sion; Dean Schoenfeld was a third
candidate. The commission approved
unanimously to recommend Gleason
and Weber while they approved 2-1
to recommend Schoenfeld.

Council member Jeremy Conrath
reported that a business would like to
paint a mural on the south side of its
building of the Bluejays and of the
town. The tourism board was
shocked to find out that to do so, the
city would charge $700. He asked
Sonnenburg to check into making it
possible to waive the fee and to
simply approve the mural instead.

“The render they showed us of the
mural looks pretty classy,” he said.

He also mentioned an email shared
to the council asking about brush
pickup charges increasing at the
county’s recycling center. “Years
ago, they weren’t charging anyone
with that project,” he said. “Can they
waive those fees for us? We’re doing
no assessments on the county fair-
grounds for the Eighth Avenue proj-
ect.”

Sonnenburg pointed out that it’s an
item that’s budgeted every year for
the city, but he said he can have a
“friendly discussion” with County
Administrator Michael Johnson
about waiving the brush pickup fees
for the city.

The meeting adjourned at 8:02
p.m.

m Janesville
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family members to help,” he added.

Demonstrating another local need,
the current library is not compliant
with the Americans with Disabilities
Act. A quandary arises because the
structure is a historic Carnegie li-
brary; renovations are complicated
by certain regulations that apply to
such buildings.

Even if the Waseca-Le Sueur Li-
brary System had the liberty to make
desirable repairs, the library wasn’t
made to be handicap friendly. Up-
grades could cost thousands to tens
of thousands of dollars, much of that
coming from Janesville taxpayers.

EDA member Arlene Pooley
added that the space is small: There
is only one bathroom downstairs,
there are damaged ceiling tiles, and
there aren’t dedicated meeting rooms
or a sizable children’s section in the
library.

Many pointed out that Janesville

does not offer many settings for
large-scale get-togethers. With the
old BP out of town, the only place
outside of schools and churches for
residents to gather is the Purple
Goose. While that has served as the
de-facto hangout spot for years, it
can only fit so many people. As the
city has grown, so has the popularity
of its events.

Chuck Quast, a member of the
city’s Hay Daze Committee, com-
mented that it would be nice to have
an alternate spot for the Hay Daze
concerts if it should rain. He ob-
served that there are no sufficient in-
door locations for a concert with
nearly a thousand in attendance.

Concerning entertainment, EDA
chair Salaba put it simply. “We live
in Minnesota. It gets cold. Other than
the school, we don’t have a lot of in-
door recreational space.”

Committee member Gina Peder-
son claimed that the school has
barely any unspoken-for time.
“We’re having a meeting here while
gun training and volleyball practice
are underway,” she said. “The school
is acting like a community center and

already bursting at the seams.”

Committee members claim the so-
lution is a multi-purpose facility. A
prime example is St. Peter’s com-
munity center, which is 60,000
square feet. It has meeting rooms,
plenty of recreational space, and in-
cludes a library.

Committee members made it clear
they haven’t selected a location or
narrowed down a potential cost. ISG,
an engineering firm out of Mankato,
claims $250-300 per square foot is a
likely cost range, but that’s as close
as the group has come to getting an
estimate. The only financial goal
they have stated is to move forward
with a community center without
raising residential taxes for the sake
of doing so.

Residents urged the committee to
also prioritize parking space as its
considerations continue. “Parking is
a big issue in many places,” Tim
Burke pointed out.

Annika Morton, who is a director
of a new childcare facility in Lake
Crystal, encouraged the committee to
look for different opportunities
through grants. “There are tons just

for childcare,” she shared. “If you’re
looking to have this community
center one-hundred percent grant
funded, you have to keep talking
about it and get the right point of
contacts. It’s very random, these
things.”

Other items requested by residents
were an indoor pool during the
winter months and possibly some
space devoted to fitness. Committee
member Pederson said that a local
representative claimed including a
pool could hurt the chances for the
committee to get grants for the com-
munity center, since a pool could be
seen as more of a want than a need.

She also noted her dream would be
to have an indoor playground for the
daycare center to use.

Salaba thanked the thirty or more
people who came to the meeting. “I
was honestly not expecting to hear so
many people request an indoor
pool,” he admitted. “But your feed-
back is very important in moving for-
ward with getting a community
center in town. This city is growing,
and we need to grow with it.”

SERVING
5:30 pm to 7:00

pm (or sold out)
WALLEYE
S15.00
SHRIMP
S13.00

SWEET-SOMMERS
VFW POST 1642,
WASECA

WALLEYE
or SHRIMP
DINNER

HOSTED
by AUXILIARY &
HONOR GUARD
FRYDAY,
APRIL 21
2023

SHRIMP,
T-BONE
STEAK,
RIB EYE
STEAK,
SALAD
BAR
DINNER

Your Host: the FOOD SHELF &
Post 1642 VFW AUXILLIARY
APRIL 28, 2023

SERVING FROM
S:30PM TO 7:00PM
(or sold out)
SHRIMP s$15
T-BONE STEAK $20
RIB EYE STEAK $20
SERVED WITH
BAKED POTATO,
BUN, & SALAD BAR
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Chicken proposal
receives no second

By JESSICA LUTGENS
Staff Writer

Three individuals were present
to give public input during the New
Richland City Council’s first meet-
ing of the month on Monday, April
10. First, Royal Villa manager Gail
Schmidt discussed issues with the
parking lot at the city’s mobile
home park, including a problem
with standing water and overall
parking conditions. She also noted
that this is the fiftieth anniversary
of Royal Villa, and so an event is
being planned for next fall.

Schmidt also discussed com-
plaints she has received from cit-
izens regarding ordinance
violations along with concerns
from citizens that the current com-
plaint submission system is not
working. The council agreed to re-
mind the public of the various
ways complaints can be submitted,
either by calling or visiting city hall
or via the online form on the city
website.

“I think people will see that,
since we streamline this process, it
will be good,” said City Admin-
istrator Tony Martens.

Present from the Town and
Country Garden Club was Barb
Finseth, who stated that the club
had not received funds last year
from the city, even though they had
formerly been given to the club to
plant flowers along Highway 30
and by City Hall. Martens said that
he can discuss reimbursement for
2022 with the city auditors this
week: a motion was made to pro-
vide $450 to the garden club for
this year’s flowers with a possibil-
ity of increasing the amount in fu-
ture years. The motion carried.

Waseca County Soil and Water
Conservation board member Larry
Muff then addressed the council to
discuss watershed and flooding in
New Richland. Muff expressed
dissatisfaction with a study funded
by the Waseca County Commis-
sioners to study flooding in town,
since it was not set up to address
the kind of rainfall that has proven
to be problematic in New Rich-
land. So far, however, no plans for
projects to mitigate flooding prob-
lems have been put in place, only
ideas.

“Nothing’s going to get done
without spending money,” Muff
said, adding that, engineering de-
signs would need to be submitted
if the city hopes to receive funding
from the state for water storage.

The idea of splitting the cost of
such designs with the county was
discussed, though administrator
Martens noted that a hydrologic
study would be the first step.

“The City of New Richland can-
not take on the entire cost of that
study,” Martens said. “It is on our
list of things to keep working on.”

City ambulance director Sarah
Sundve informed council members

NEW RICHLAND
CITY COUNCIL

that the New Richland Ambulance
has completed 54 runs so far this
year. The ambulance policy man-
ual was discussed, and Sundve
noted that, while it has been up-
dated to explain more clearly the
conditions regarding members’ ob-
ligation to fulfill 48 hours per
month or risk verbal and written
warnings before ultimately being
responsible for the cost of refresher
courses, the policy his not new. The
council not only approved the up-
dated policy, but also onboarded
one member application pending
background check. The report was
approved.

The fire department report, sub-
mitted in writing, stated that the
New Richland Fire Department re-
sponded to one fire call and one
medical call in March. The pur-
chase of new extrication tools at a
cost of $36,445 was approved, as
was the report.

The police report, also submitted
in writing, stated that the NRPD re-
sponded to 88 calls in March. The
total number of calls is down a bit
from last year, mainly due to lack
of staff, which has to the Waseca
County Sheriff’s Department an-
swering calls. A request to place
the old squad car for sale on MN
Bid was approved, along with the
report.

The council then had a brief dis-
cussion regarding the keeping of
chickens in New Richland.

“I have not received many sup-
porting arguments for having
chickens in town,” Martens said; a
number of council members
agreed. A motion was made by
Jason Casey to allow chickens in
town: With no second, the motion
was not brought to a vote.

In new business, a contract with
Holland for the hauling of bio-so-
lids at a cost of $3,500 was ap-
proved, along with the replacement
of valves at the sewer plant at a
cost of up to $6,000. The sale of
old council furniture under sealed
bid was approved. Sidewalk re-
pairs on First Street NE at the rail-
road tracks and 401 Ash S, where
a water main broke earlier this
year, were approved at a total cost
of $1,307.50. The price list for this
year’s spring clean-up was also ap-
proved. It was noted that this infor-
mation will be released to the
general public as soon as possible.

After the administrator’s report
was discussed and approved, the
council went into closed session
for a discussion on the city’s labor
negotiations related to the LELS
Local 407 police officers union
contract. Following the discussion,
the meeting was re-opened and ad-
journed at 8:08 p.m.

m McCabe
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“I also work on mid-size tractors
and any lawn and garden equip-
ment. You know, zero turn stuff,”
he says.

He typically puts in from ten to
thirteen hours a day. “It starts out
repairing some projects that I had
come in the day before,” he ex-
plains. “Then I get the parts and
provide customers with progress
reports. At the end of the day, I do
pickups and deliveries.”

Despite the long hours, he
loves the work and can’t imagine
doing anything else. “It’s differ-
ent, for sure,” he admits. “But
you don’t have anyone jumping
down your throat. I still want to
get it all done, though, even if |
have to come in on a Saturday or
Sunday.”

It took McCabe several years to
be able to own his own business,
a place to call his. But he never
gave up on his dreams. To future
entrepreneurs, he has one piece of
advice: “Just take the leap. Get it
done early. That way, you can ful-
fill your dreams while you’re
young.”

Introducing Vern Russell Root

For the next five weeks leading up
to Memorial Day, the Pioneer will
present an article each week at-
tempting to reconstruct the military
history of five brothers from a farm
near New Richland. Each article will
focus on one brother and his service,
as can be determined based on in-
complete research, conjecture, and
the fading memories of surviving
siblings. Those who know more
about the boys and their military his-
tory are welcome to share their in-
sight with the Pioneer.

In order of age, the brothers are:
Vern Russell Root born in 1921, US
Navy WWII; Marvin “Hans” “Tiger”
Curtis Root, born 1923, US Navy,
WWII, Korea, Vietnam; William “Bill”
Burchard Root, born 1927, US Navy
WWII, US Army Occupation of Ger-
many and Vietnam War; Donald Jack
Root, born and died 1928; Orville
“Buck” Keith Root, 1931 farmer;
Gene “Buzz” Harlan Root born 1933,
US Marines, Korean Conflict; and
David Wayne Root born 1938, US
Navy 1956 to 1959.

By COLBY ROOT
Contributing writer

Burchard and Esther (Gehring)
Root, born in 1889 and 1900, respec-
tively, married in 1920 and went on
to operate what was a typical family
farm for their time. The operation,
located about 5 miles north of New
Richland, relied heavily on the sup-
port and labor of their large family:
12 surviving children born between
1921 and 1938. Like nearly every
other farmer during that era, they
kept dairy cattle, cultivated crops,
raised a sustenance garden and kept
animals to butcher for food. All this
without running water or electricity.
Of the seven boys born to them, one
died in infancy. Among the six who
lived to adulthood, five would even-
tually join the military, serving in
conflicts ranging from WWII to Viet-
nam. The one son who did not serve,
Orville “Buck” Root, set aside aspi-
rations of joining to remain at home
and help run the farm.

This series will chronicle the
stories of each of the five fighting
brothers in turn, beginning with the
oldest.

In January 1942, only a few weeks
after Pearl Harbor, 20-year-old Vern
Russell Root struggled with a hernia.
He knew the military wouldn’t take

him. His 19-year-old brother, Mar-
vin, had already enlisted in the Navy.
Vern wanted to do the same, but
needed an operation first. While his
brother was in basic training, Vern
was receiving surgery and then con-
valescing. By the time Vern was
ready to enlist, six months had
passed and his 14-month-younger
brother was about ready to ship out
to the South Pacific. They would
likely not see each other for the rest
of the war; how long that would be,
no one could know.

Vern went to basic training in July
of 1942, followed by special instruc-
tion in how to set mines at sea. After
that, only six months after leaving
home, he was back on furlough. On
the day after Christmas 1942, he
married his sweetheart, Berniece
“Bern” Hein. Nine months later,
while he was off for more technical
training, his new bride would have
the first of their children—Shirley
Jeanne Root. Vern would not lay
eyes on his daughter until two years—
and a substantial amount of fighting—
later, when he was discharged at the
end of the war. Throughout 1943 and
‘44, Vern was stateside learning the
ins and outs of setting mines at sea
and going to landing-craft training,
perhaps for the possible invasion of
Honshu. But on January 1, 1945, he
was stationed on the USS Thomas E.
Fraser (DM 24) in Pearl Harbor.
From there things would accelerate
quickly. Aboard the 376-foot-long
destroyer/minelayer, he would start a
rudimentary journal, one that is both
matter-of-fact and riveting. By early
1945, he and his ship were on sub-
marine patrol near Iwo Jima. These
are his first two entries:

Feb 20, 1945—We manned our
battle stations at 0400 and com-
menced bombarding the beach again.
On our third salvo, we knocked out
a Jap gun emplacement. After that,
our planes [began] bombarding and
strafing. We fired some white phos-
phorus projectiles and received word
from the beach that, after we put a
projectile in a cave, the Japs came
running out and the Marines mowed
them down. What they didn’t get, our
machine guns did. We got word that
we did the best firing they had ever
seen and boy! That sure made us feel

good.

Feb 21, 1945—Sometime in the
morning we saw light and went to in-
vestigate. We found three Marines in
an amphibious craft. They had been
drifting since yesterday morning.
They said that when the first wave of
Marines hit the beach, nearly all
were killed. We went in for bombard-
ing. This time we relieved the cruiser
Vicksburg. We knocked out a pill
box and 2 houses today. Then we
went back on patrol. We had an air
raid about dark. We didn’t get to fire
at them, but they got one of our big
carriers.

Throughout the journal, Vern de-
scribes how lucky he and the crew of
the USS Thomas E. Fraser felt, how
they were near to destruction on nu-
merous occasions, but somehow
made it through while other ships
and crews were severely damaged.
Not only does he describe the battle
at Iwo Jima and later Okinawa from
a sailor's perspective, he also men-
tions seeing Admiral Halsey and
being one of the first US vessels to
enter Tokyo Harbor for the Japanese
surrender. Finally he describes
watching General Douglas Mac-
Arthur pass in a small boat as he
headed to the Japanese surrender on
the USS Missouri.

The last two of his journal entries
seem particularly revealing:

Nov 1, 1945 — Arrived in Minnea-
polis this morning. Went out to Wool
Chamberlain field for discharge. It
will take about three days.

Nov 14, 1945 —Received my dis-
charge papers this morning about
11:30 and left for home. Got to
Bern’s about 1500.

Vern finally got to see his daugh-
ter, Shirley Jeanne, for the first time.
In the ensuing years he and Berniece
would have five more children:
Teddi, Butch, Sharon, Scott, and
Randy. The family would farm near
Owatonna and later Pine City. But
for Vern, being home, farming and
raising a family did not make every-
thing manageable. He suffered from
alcohol abuse until 1960, when at his
youngest brother Dave’s wedding, he
became drunk and Berniece issued
an ultimatum—seek help or she
would leave. He joined AA and later
turned adversity into service by be-

coming a substance abuse counselor.
He helped organize an alcohol treat-
ment center at Pine Manor. In the
1980s, he accepted a counselor posi-
tion in Bozeman, Montana. Due to ill
health, he returned to Minnesota and
settled in Moose Lake in 1985. He
died Dec 27, 2005. Bernice died
three months later on March 3, 2006.
Both are buried in Saint Peter’s Cem-
etery near New Richland.

Part 2 next week.

Editorial Note: The daughters of
Burchard and Esther were no less
patriotic than their brothers and
bear mentioning here as their names
may be scattered throughout the
coming articles. Anita (Root) Jew-
ison was born in 1922; she quit her
Jjob as a beautician to work at a fac-
tory making radio equipment for the
military during WWII. Barbara
(Root) Tolzmann was born in 1925
and was training to be a teacher at
the time of WWII. Nona (Root)
Smith, born in 1929, married sailor
David Smith during WWII; her son
George was wounded in Vietnam.
lola "Odie" (Root) Schroeder Borch-
ert was born in December 1929 and
would have been 11 years old at the
time of the Pearl Harbor attack.
Thelma (Root) Yess, born in 1934,
was 6 at that time. Opal (Root) Ho-
fius, born in 1935, eventually mar-
ried Charles Hofius, who fought with
the US Army in Korea; her two sons,
Donnie and Chad, also served in the
military.

Bently, Weegman retire; Schmidt resigns

As of April 17, Dan Schmidt is no
longer a member of the NRHEG
school board, but has instead become
the district’s Transportation Site
Manager. The position, which, like
the district-wide management posi-
tions for food services and buildings
and grounds, is new this year, will
have Schmidt in charge of matters to
do with bus drivers and routes, bus
safety and maintenance, and bus ga-
rage operation and organization.

The board voted both to accept
Schmidt’s resignation and to instate
him in the transportation position
during the meeting. Other resigna-
tions accepted April 17 were those of
secondary-level math teacher Susan
Schaub and the retirements of busi-
ness teacher Lise Weegman and lan-
guage arts teacher Deb Bently.

A report shared by district food
services manager Sara Meihak re-

School Board
NRHEG

vealed that the department is appar-
ently having a successful year. Mei-
hak described “farm to table”
practices which, she said, have been
among the factors which have re-
sulted in increased popularity for
school meals. Locally grown foods
have been purchased from rural Ja-
nesville’s RCR farms, and have been
raised by students in the school
greenhouse. In addition to providing
fresher, better-tasting food, Meihak
said, the programs have allowed the
food services program to receive
more than $55,000 in grants to cover
the costs for acquiring it.

This change and others have led to

an increase of
more than 10,000
meals (breakfasts
and lunches) over
last year’s
numbers, even
though all student
meals were free
last year thanks to
federal Covid sup-
port.

Meihak also described a number
of new initiatives in her department.
For example, parents of elementary
students can go online to order birth-
day treats to be delivered to their
child’s classroom, and can pay for
the service through their lunch ac-
counts. The elementary site now also
offers a “healthy snack cart.” Thanks
to funding from grants, the depart-
ment can also occasionally offer
smoothies and lattes.

Schmidt

Meihak also shared pictures of
decorations set up to mark specific
holidays, including a “haunted”
lunch line at the elementary site on
Halloween. The meal that day was
among the most popular of the year,
she joked, at least partly because
“every kid wanted to go through that
line.”

Also included in the report was
that students who have received
“food safe” training through the
school Family and Consumer
Sciences (FACS) program have
helped with the preparation and serv-
ing of school lunches. “The elemen-
tary kids really love it when they
come over,” she observed.

She also mentioned that taste tests
and “homemade/from scratch” initia-
tives have been added to the pro-
gram.

m Townships
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sheriff Jay Dulas, and county vet-
erans services officer Christopher
Hinton. “We feel we have a good
working relationship with all of the
townships,” Nelson said, inviting

those present to bring their relevant
concerns to himself and the rest of
the board of county commissioners.
Dulas spoke next regarding what he
considers “hot topics” in public
safety, urging listeners to ask ques-
tions and make reports when needed.
Hinton used his time at the micro-
phone to raise awareness for the need
to add new types of coverage and
support options for veterans and their
surviving spouses; he encouraged

area residents to reach out to him and
Veterans' Services whenever they
feel the need. Bernard Frederick
briefly introduced special guests for
the evening, including representa-
tives from Tim's Trucking, a com-
pany he said has given significant
service to Waseca County's town-
ships. Last to speak was Sandy
Hooker, the District 2 director. “It's
good to see so many good township
folks tonight,” Hooker said before

urging attendees to talk to their co-
horts about the event and encourage
them to attend next year's banquet.
She gave a brief report on upcoming
training opportunities for township
officers. Finally, she addressed ru-
mors of discord within the township
association. “The Association is
strong,” she assured those gathered.
“It's solvent, and it's going to weather
this adversity we've been going
through.”
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Top: In 1973, Elementary principal Bill Burns takes a turn
at the jump rope. Bottom: Gladys Priem volunteers to provide
Tele-Care for Janesville residents at the Janesville Nursing
Home.

Weather observer
for seventy years

1923

-This office received a friendly visit from Mr. H.C. Hansen on Thurs-
day forenoon. Mr. Hansen will be remembered as the man who made
butter for the patrons of the Smiths Mill creamery several years. So suc-
cessful was his career at that time that his name became the symbol of
the best quality that attaches to a creamery industry and in consequence
thereof he was made State Dairy and Food Inspector. He informed us
that his work is confined exclusively to creameries and then he does not
begin to cover all the ground. He has two hundred and fifty creameries
under his care.

-Postmaster F. G. Fratzke informs us that on Saturday Postoffice In-
spector M. Hughes of Minneapolis was in town for the purpose of post-
ing bids for the future housing of the post office. He will be here again
on the thirtieth when the bids will be opened. The contract with Strunk
Brothers expires July 24th. The contract calls for either a five or ten year
lease of building to include fixtures, light and heat.

-The Trinity German Lutheran church building is on its new location.
The members made a sort of bee and put in their time to good advantage.
They were fortunate in having good weather which admitted of almost
continuous work. The removal was accomplished with expedition, con-
sidering its magnitude. The first stroke was taken Monday morning and
the last given was Friday night when the structure was in place on the
new location.

1948

-Presentation of a charter from the National Exchange Club of Janes-
ville was made on Monday evening, April 12, at the school auditorium.
Representing the National Exchange Club in the presentation was Walter
C. Forde of Mankato, member, National Extension Committee. Accept-
ance was made by John C. Koehler, president of the new club.

-The Junior choir of the Methodist church of Janesville, who made a
recording which was used over WCCO in 1940, are planning a reunion
on Sunday, May 2. At the time this recording was made, George Grim
of the Minneapolis Star came here and made the recording. Invitations
have gone out to all choir members, George Grim and Rev. Shields, who
was pastor at the time.

-The Northwestern trains, halted by the recent coal strike, have been
restored to service this week. The time will be the same as before. No.
508 going East at 7:25 a.m. and No. 501 going West at 10:26 p.m.

-Barbara Johnson of New Richland was chosen as the new president
of the Minnesota Future Homemakers of America at the group’s annual
convention at the Curtis Hotel in Minneapolis. This organization is com-
posed of junior and senior high school girls and has a membership of
1,448 in the state.

1973

-The District Four Small Group (Solo-Ensemble) Music Contest was
held April 10 at Morristown. The Vocal department entered six solos
and two ensembles. Vocal soloists receiving starred ratings, the highest
award for perfection in District Competition, were Judy Menk, Vic
Wolff, Margaret Johnson, Janet Manthey, and Patti Zimmerman. A vocal
duet by Vic Wolff and Gail Westphal also starred.

-Seventy years may seem a long time for many people. The weather
observer and writer for the Argus will have lived that many years on
April 26, 1973. This period in history changed drastically from the horse
and buggy age, 1903, to that of the tumultuous jet age of 1973. Trans-
portation and methods of communication have revolutionized our living
habits. 1903 to 1973 has been a period of 11 different presidents from
Theodore Roosevelt to Richard Nixon and each have left their dent or
scar on American History.

-Republican National Committeeman Rudy Boschwitz has described
farmers are “one of America’s most mistreated minorities.” The obser-
vation came in remarks at three Republican district conventions last
weekend. “The inconsistency of politicians and the way they relate to
farmers galls me,” Boschwitz said. “When they’re out stumping the rural
areas, they bemoan the passing of the family farm. But as soon as those
same politicians get back into town, they’re beating the drum about high
food prices.”

-The Golden Bears had the “first game jitters™ as they committed nine
errors and were shut out 5-0 by Owatonna in their opener April 11. But
the JHS nine came right back last Saturday to gun Glenville twice, 9-2
and 9-1. Owatonna scored only one earned run against the Bears, but
the errors paved the way for four more tallies. Last Saturday the Bears
pounded out two decisive wins over Glenville on the home field.

1998

-Building plans for the Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton School District
have taken shape. During a special meeting on Thursday, April 16, the
Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton School Board reviewed and accepted
building plans to be submitted for bidding. Dave Asleson, architect with
Kagermeier Skaar Asteson of Mankato, reviewed the designs and an-
swered board members’ questions concerning both the interior and ex-
terior plans of the Janesville and Waldorf Buildings.

-Ready to make gifts for any occasion, Londa Soderfelt can turn your
favorite photo into a treasured keepsake. Soderfelt, a Janesville resident,
began working with computer video imaging in August 1996. Today,
she has created her own business, “Undeniably YOU,” which features
an assortment of gift ideas from personalized t-shirts and sweatshirts to
mugs and mouse pads.

-The Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton baseball team wasted a strong
pitching performance by number two pitcher Trey Anderson to lose its
third consecutive game without a win. Blooming Prairie scored two runs
off of Joe Johnson in the last of the eighth inning to pull out a 6-5 Gopher
Conference victory over the Bulldogs at Blooming Prairie last Tuesday.

Getting
fortune,
scammed

Waseca Journal, 1923

-Thirty-two members of the local
Order of the Eastern Star attended a
school of instruction conducted by
the Worthy Grand Matron, Mrs. Har-
riet Matson of St. Paul, at Waterville
Saturday evening. They went upon
the 4 p.m. train and came back on the
10 o’clock train the next morning.

-A jury of twelve Waseca men re-
turned a verdict of guilty and Judge
Sturner fined Dr. B. F. McNeil $50
and costs amounting to $32 for oper-
ating without an optometrist license.
On April 2, 3, and 4, Dr. McNeil con-
ducted a free clinic at the offices of
Drs. Miller and Blanchard. In his ad-
vertisements appearing in the news-
papers throughout the county, Dr.
McNeil gave the impression that Dr.
La Grange, a national authority on
eye troubles would conduct the
clinic. The State Board of Optom-
etrists sore out a warrant charging Dr.
La Grange with operating without an
optometrist license. Dr. McNeil then
stated that he was no Dr. La Grange
but that he had a right to practice
since he had a physician’s license.

-When Professor Ross, head of the
sociology department at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin first coined the
term “race suicide” some twenty
years ago, he was not thinking about
Waseca County. For years this
county has seen a battle between the
Goliath Death and the diminutive
Birtha, and the latter has always
come out victorious in the fight. Fig-
ures just received by Clare Brisbane,
Clerk of Court, show that there were
322 births in the county during 1922
and 122 deaths. Blooming Grove has
the best record for there were nine-
teen births and no deaths in 1922. In
Waseca there were nearly two births
to one death.

-Everybody dreams of receiving a
huge fortune in a will some day, and
to M. R. Welch this is more than a
dream. Prospects are very bright that
he will inherit $25,000. It seems that
Mr. Welch is a direct descendant of
one of the “Six Nations” tribe of
New York Indians and years ago
these Indians were defrauded out of
their holdings. For some time back
the government has been investigat-
ing these Indian lands and they now
inform Mr. Welch that a settlement
may be held any time now and since
he is a direct descendant of the tribe
he will receive $25,000 when the
final settlement is held.

Waseca Herald, 1948

-The first week of parking metes
in Waseca brought little comment
from local residents or visitors, ac-
cording to police and city officials.
Most people appeared satisfied to ex-
change a penny or two for the privi-
lege of parking quickly and easily
near their destination. The first col-
lection of parking money was com-
pleted Wednesday afternoon and
totaled $139.94 from 139 meters, ac-
cording to Frank Manthey, city treas-
urer, who has charge of counting and
depositing the funds in the parking
meter fund.

-Waseca people who attended the
lecture Monday evening at Central
High School auditorium heard Mar-
tin Hall, world traveler, newspaper
man and author, plead for the estab-
lishment of moral leadership by
United State and the strengthening of
the United Nations in the first for
peace. Mr. Hall, who is the last

YESTERDAY’S SONGS — In 1998, members of the Waseca Chorale rehearsed for their upcoming
“Yesterday: songs from the ‘60s” concerts on April 19 and 20 at Waseca High School and the

former Olde Towne Eatery.

speaker to appear under the Waseca
County Artist series, urged that the
United States recapture the moral
leadership and standing which it had
three years ago. His subject was
“U.S.A. — U.S.S.R. with Europe n
the Middle.”

-The City of Waseca is in good fi-
nancial shape according to the an-
nual reports of Frank Manthey, city
treasurer, and A. A. Lynch, city clerk.
Waseca has assets of $728,000 dol-
lars with fixed assets fo $398,000,
the two reports show. There is no
outstanding indebtedness at present
with the exception of school bonds
amounting to $35,000 of which
$10,000 is owned by the district.

-Central High School held an
Award Day in the auditorium on
Tuesday afternoon and the school
was presented with an “A” certificate
for its work in Mantoux testing as
well as awards for athletic cham-
pionships won in the past year.

Waseca Daily Journal, 1973

-Laurence P. (Shyde) Krause
pleaded guilty to embezzlement of
public funds Tuesday afternoon at
the Waseca County Courthouse.
Krause’s plea was in connection with
a $1,095 shortage in the Clerk of
Court’s office accounts which
showed up last January. District
Judge Glenn E. Kelly of Winona sen-
tenced him to three years in prison
but stayed the sentence for three
years probation. As a condition of the
probation Krause submitted his res-
ignation as clerk of court and will
spend 60 days in jail under the work-
release plan.

-The name of Mrs. Howard Sahl-
strom has been filed by petition for a
position on the school board. Mrs.
Sahlstrom’s name joins a growing
list of applicants for the two terms.
The terms fo Dr. D. A. Rieck and
Mrs. Willard Steffan expire this year.
Already filed for the positions are
Jean Simacek, John Harguth and Dr.
D. A. Rieck.

-New Richland: “I hate to see it
go, but I guess the railroad knows
what they’re doing,” John Beyer said
as he talked about the razing of one
of New Richland’s oldest landmarks.
Beter, former depot agent, is watch-
ing with saddened eyes as the 96-
year old depot is stripped down piece
by piece.

-The Bluejay baseball team won
its fourth start of the year with a 5-3
victory over Janesville on the Bears’
home field Tuesday afternoon.
Waseca is now 4-1 for the season.
The Bluejays wasted little time in
putting the game award as they
jumped on Mark Berndt for four hits

A CURIOUS PLAY — Judy Fox was head of props for the
Waseca Players’ upcoming production of “The Curious Savage”
in 1973. She is pictured with children Jeffery and Jennifer and a

doll, John Marshall.

and three runs in the first inning.
Waseca County News, 1998

-Those associated with Farmame-
rica have been here before. Two
years ago at this time Gov. Arne
Carlson vetoed a $400,000 funding
package that would have built trails
and paths at Minnesota’s Agriculture
Interpretive Center, west of Waseca.
After Friday evening’s approval of
the state’s general fund bill by the
House of Representatives, the deci-
sion to allocate $1.5 million to Far-
mamerica is now in the governor’s
hands. His signature would clear the
way for Farmamerica to build its
long-sought after visitors’ center.

-Less than one week after the
Waseca County Commissioners
voted unanimously to stop planning
for the construction of a bike trail
east of New Richland, the New Rich-
land City Council decided to see
what it could do to rescue the project.
The council passed a resolution
Monday to draft a letter of support
for the project and plans to possibly
be on the commissioners’ agenda at
the April 21 meeting to make an ap-
peal. “It is a good idea for the com-
munity,” said Mayor John
Harrington during a Wednesday tele-
phone interview.

-What comes to mind when one
things of the ‘60s? Is it bellbottoms,
flower power, sit-ins, “On the Road,”
“Easy Rider,” or maybe its music?
Rock music was never more power-
ful than it was during the turbulent
times of the ‘60s. There was Beatle-
mania, Woodstock, and a pop festival
in Monterey. The Waseca Chorale
plans to revive some of those mem-
ories during its two spring concerts
April 19 and 20 in Waseca. The cho-
rale will be performing a wide range
of songs for its “Yesterday: Songs of
the 60s” concerts.

-Waseca’s experience in doubles
sparked the Bluejay tennis team to a
non-conference 6-1 victory over
New Prague Tuesday. It was the sec-
ond straight victory for the bluejays,
who opened the season with a one-
point loss to Owatonna. The victory
was also the second road victory
without a loss for the Bluejays. “This
is a much improved New Prague
team. The score was certainly not in-
dicative of how close the match
was,” said Waseca coach Bruce
Wessman. “They have some excel-
lent singles’ players, and they cer-
tainly gave our four guys a good
test.”

Return from three-week trip

1923

* Mr. and Mrs. August Preiss, who
have resided in Waseca for the past
two years, have decided to occupy
their farm at New Richland this year
and will move onto the place about
the first of May.

e Advertisement: The roads
have opened up and now is the time
to come to Waseca and have those
photographs taken. Prices are about
back to pre-war and I have several
specials below pre-war prices. -Geo
Kopman, Waseca.

1948

» Tomorrow is likely to decide the
fate of New Richland’s hemp mill,
which has been idle for a year or
more. The extent of the bidding can
only be conjectured as no local tab
can be taken. The general hope is that

the mill will be sold to some concern
which will utilize it to the extent of
employing up to 40 or 50 men or per-
sons. Results of the sale may not be
made known for a week or more.

e Herman Peterson of Waseca,
who since the establishment of the
Vikings News, Johnson Radio House
Organ, has been its editor, has been
ordered by his physician to take com-
plete rest. He is confined to his bed
at his home at 854 Third Avenue.
S.E. Herman has done a good job of
editing the News. He is enthusiastic
in his politics and has a lot of friends,
all of whom will resgret his illness.
He is able to receive visitors.

1973

» The New Richland FFA chapter
honored members and those resident
of the community who have particu-

larly helped them in their endeavors
during the past year, as well as their
parents at their annual banquet at the
New Richland-Hartland High School
cafeteria. Highlight of the evening
was a narrative and slides by Lonney
Eastvold of Hartland about his farm-
ing operating which helped win for
him the honor of Star Farmer of
America.

* Two young women, Mrs. Terry
Larsen and Vicky Jessen from New
Richland, students at St. Cloud State
college, returned from a three-week
seminar in Russia this past week.
The two learned much from their
travels, which if others in rural
America could have the experience,
would change many preconceived
ideas about the Soviet Union.

to Russia

1998

* The 16th annual fourth grade
spelling bee was held at the Waseca
County Historical Museum. After ex-
hausting the entire word list a tie was
declared. The first place winners are
Lynsi Espe from New Richland-
Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva Elemen-
tary School, New Richland and
Molly Kolpin of South Side Elemen-
tary in Waseca.

* The Panther girls’ golf team is
facing a rebuilding season after fin-
ishing last season with a 6-2-1
record. Lost to graduation last spring
were Lynsey Supalla and Alexandra
Economy. Of the 11 girls out for golf
four are returning letter winners.
They are Vanessa Proehl, Amy Sack,
Kristen Jessen, and Sheri Miller.
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Athletes do not generally expect to break a school record
during their first competition, yet that’s

what Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton track athlete junior
Ryan Kronbach did at the Bulldogs’ home meet Thursday,

April 13.

While Kronbach is no stranger to track and field, the meet
was the first time he had ever participated in the triple jump.
His distance of 42’4” in the event not only broke the school
record, but the JWP track and field facility record.

Congratulations to Ryan Kronbach on this fantastic
achievement on his first try in the triple jump.

Check in on
loved ones

By PASTOR KEN ANDRS

Dear friends, today we will
touch on a very sensitive topic.
For some it may be too soon to
read these words, for others too
hard, while others are just seeking
to understand. Suicide is a topic
that has been quiet for far too long
and many people do not under-
stand why or what leads to a per-
son choosing suicide.

I think the Gospels give us a
glimpse of what could happen and
may be a good starting point for
today’s discussion. Then again, if
this topic is too harsh for you,
maybe now you stop reading, that
is ok too. If this is not applicable
to you now, perhaps clip this and
set it aside, I pray you never have
to consider this topic again.

Matthew 27 reads:

1 Early in the morning, all the
chief priests and the elders of the
people came to the decision to put
Jesus to death.2 They bound him,
led him away and handed him over
to Pilate, the governor.

3 When Judas, who had be-
trayed him, saw that Jesus was
condemned, he was seized with re-
morse and returned the thirty silver
coins to the chief priests and the
elders.4 "I have sinned," he said,
"for 1 have betrayed innocent
blood."

"What is that to us?" they re-
plied. "That's your responsibility."

5 So Judas threw the money into
the temple and left. Then he went
away and hanged himself.

6 The chief priests picked up the
coins and said, "It is against the
law to put this into the treasury,
since it is blood money."7 So they
decided to use the money to buy
the potter's field as a burial place
for foreigners.8 That is why it has
been called the Field of Blood to
this day.9 Then what was spoken
by Jeremiah the prophet was ful-
filled: "They took the thirty silver
coins, the price set on him by the
people of Israel,10 and they used
them to buy the potter's field, as
the Lord commanded me."

It was a Saturday morning in the
deep winter of 1996-1997 when 1
made the call to an employee that

was late for a shift. No one picked
up, I left a message asking if ev-
erything was alright. Sunday after-
noon we heard from her parents
that she had taken her life. The
reason is always personal, but the
repercussions are far-reaching.

It is hard to understand how the
decision to end one’s life is made,
what goes through the mind of a
person contemplating suicide,
what the spiritual implications of
the act are, and what may be going
on around a person contemplating
suicide. We cannot answer all of
these questions, but we can give
some education and an action plan
to love one another well.

The motivation to end one’s life
comes from many places, it is one
that is not easily made, nor one that
is the same from person-to-person.
There is also a biological shift in
brain chemicals that makes the
decision easier and appealing. The
reality is that most decisions to end
a life are emotional and logic
struggles to make its voice clear. 1
cannot speak to every situation,
nor will I try to explain a person’s
choices.

What I can share is that you
have a role in every person’s life
that you come across. You have
friends and family that struggle,
that need to feel safe enough to
share the struggle. You never
know what lurks in the hearts of
people, but you can demonstrate
God’s love to them. You are called
not to reject a person who strug-
gles, like the Chief Priests and Eld-
ers did to Judas, but rather
demonstrate compassionate care.

Take time to check in on the
ones you love, bring your friends a
card just to show you care, give
hugs, shake hands, look one
another in the eyes share how
much you care about one another.
Speak the truth in love, rather than
anger, be quick to restore broken
relationships, and take time to be
around one another. We never
know what another person is going
through, but we know that every
person needs God’s love demon-
strated to them.

More than just a baseball team

JWP baseball players took the time Thursday, April 13, to visit Gavin Krause after his surgery in Rochester. Posing, front from
left: Lucas Morsching, Ty Melchior, Austin Quast. Chase Gerdts, Kelton Erler, Josh Bengtson, Austin Carda, and Head Coach Cory
Jewison. Second row: Max Davis, Cole Gartner, Avery Fall, lan Barnes, Nolan Morsching, Cole Blomstrom, Zachary Blasing, and
Drake Hershberger. Back Row: Gavin Bauer, Ethan Born.

A surprise visit

Krause’s post-surgery check-in

By MICHAEL ROY
Editor

You know a team is tightly knit
when a coach cancels practice the
night before a game to visit a player
going through a surgery.

Gavin Krause was required to un-
dergo surgery in Rochester last
Thursday, April 13, after suffering a
leg-related injury during the wres-
tling season. What he wasn’t expect-
ing was for his fellow baseball

players to surprise him with a visit
after his surgery.

Head Coach Cory Jewison can-
celed Thursday’s baseball practice to
allow the whole team to visit Krause
and his parents post-surgery. The
team stayed with Krause for a few

hours, departing Rochester at about

7:30 p.m.
The team hopes to have Krause

back in its ranks before the end of

the season.

Gavin Krause smiles as Lucas Morsching, Ty Melchior, Cole
Gartner, Austin Quast, and Avery Fall visit with him.
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CHRIST COMMUNITY
CHURCH
2200 4th St NE, Waseca
507-835-2235

Service times 9:30 a.m.
* * *

4TH STREET EVANGELICAL
CHURCH
605 4th St NE, Waseca
507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew
Isker)
Worship Sundays 10 a.m
k * *

FAITH UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-3167
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m.
* * *

CHRIST THE KING LU-
THERAN CHURCH
309 6th St NE, Waseca
507-835-9176
Worship Sundays 9 a.m., 10:15 a.m.
Sunday School/Fellowship
k k %

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN
CHURCH
401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca
507-833-1703
Sundays 9:00 a.m.

k k *

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
314 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-2647
Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m.
k k k
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH
503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-4548 (office email:
lewaseca@hickorytech.net)
Worship Sunday 10 a.m.

x k%

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca
507-835-1709
Worship Sunday 9 a.m.

k k k

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
CHURCH
111 4th St NW, Waseca
507-835-1222
Worsihp Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sun-
days 8:00 and 10:00 a.m., weekdays
8:30 a.m. Tues., Wed. and Fri., 7:00

a.m. Thurs.
* * *

REAL LIFE CHURCH
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca

507-607-8245
Sundays 9 and 10:30 a.m.
% * *
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
LATTER-DAY SAINTS
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca
507-835-4640
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m.
% % %k
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1221 8th St SE, Waseca
507-835-2213
Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00
p-m.
% % %k
CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca
507-833-1082
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun
Evening 6:00 p.m., Wed. evening
6:30 p.m.
3 % %
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School,
Choir and Choir; 10:30 a.m. Wor-
ship
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship
% * k

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Otisco, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship
% % *
TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Mary Iverson
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship,
Sunday School; 10 a.m. Coffee
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirma-
tion; 7 p.m. Council meeting
% % k
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Pamela Jensen
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship
% * *
LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting

k * %

VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
* %k %

VISTA EVANGELICAL
COVENANT CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Brian Schanil Pastor
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m.
Sunday School
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe
Ministry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bon-
fires and Yard Games, 6 p.m. until
dark
* * *
ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Father Brian Mulligan
Saturday - 5 p.m. Mass
* k%
FIRST LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
Waldorf, Minnesota
Rev. Michael Mathews, pastor
Sundays: Sunday School 9 a.m.,
Bible Study 9:20 a.m., Worship
10:30 a.m.
* * *
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Freedom Township
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
k 3k *

ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
3k * *

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC
Waldorf, Minnesota
Father Brian Mulligan
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship
* * *
TRINITY LUTHERAN
Wilton Township
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor
Sunday — 10:30 a.m. Worship
k k k
THE CHURCH of JESUS
CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Brad Donner, Branch President
Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.;
11:20 a.m. Sunday School
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activ-

ities, ages 12-18
* * *
TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH
412 N. Main Street, Janesville
Interhim Pastor
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m.
Worship
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible
Class, 10:00 a.m. Worship
* * *
JANESVILLE UNITED METH-
ODIST CHURCH
401 N. West St., Janesville
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship
* * %
BLOOMING GROVE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
43089 180th St., Morristown
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 10:45 a.m. Worship
* * *

ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
307 W. 2nd St, Janesville
Father Brian Mulligan

10 a.m. - Mass
* % *
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 Owen St., Janesville
Pastor Sarah Krolak

* * *

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL
CHURCH
Alma City, Minnesota
Vacancy
Sunday = 1 p,m. \iVorsilip

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LU-
THERAN CHURCH
Smiths Mill, Minnesota
Vacancy

Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN
CHURCH ELCA
404 30 120th St. Waseca
Pastor Sarah Krolak
507-234-6463
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second
sunday “Young at heart”
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation
% % *

NOTE: CHANGES IN
CHURCH CALENDARS MUST
BE MADE BY NOTIFICATION
FROM A MEMBER OF THE
CONGREGATION TO THE
WASECA COUNTY PIONEER.

ISR WE PRINT
PRINTING
SAPPAREL asnessowbesens
MULTIPART FORMS, LABELS,
ENVELOPES, POSTCARDS,
EVENT TICKETS, FLYERS,

ADVERTISING, CARDS,
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Barb & Mark Buker

100 S. STATE ST - WASECA MN
PHONE: (507) 835-7565
INFO@PPRINTWASECA.COM
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612 11th Ave NE Waseca MN
3 Beds, 2.5 Baths, 2 Car Garage, HOA

BEAUTIFUL
TOWNHOUSE

Shal.ee Ebertowski

Real Estate Agent
Connect Real Estate Group

507-461-4130

MCAN

194,500

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network =%

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

DISH NETWORK:
Only from Dish, 3-year TV price guar-
antee! 99% signal reliability, backed by
guarantee. Includes Multi-Sport with
NFL Redzone. Switch and get a FREE
$100 gift card. Call today! 855/562-4309

INFLATION IS AT 40 YEAR HIGHS
Interest rates are way up. Credit Cards.
Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have
$10k or more in debt? Call National Debt
Relief and find out how to pay off your
debt for significantly less than what you
owe! FREE quote: Call 844/205-5439

THE GENERAC PWRCELL
A solar plus battery storage system.
SAVE money, reduce your reliance on
the grid, prepare for power outages and
power your home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down Financing
Option. Request a FREE, no obliga-
tion, quote today. Call 888/913-5895

DONATING YOUR VEHICLE?
Get more! Free towing. Tax deduct-
ible. Plus, a $200 restaurant voucher and
a 2-night/3-day hotel stay at one of 50
locations. Call Heritage for the Blind to
donate your vehicle today 844/220-9501

Advertise here statewide
in 200+ newspapers for
only $279 per week!
Call 800-279-2979

FREE HIGH-SPEED INTERNET
for those that qualify. Government pro-
gram for recipients of select programs
include Medicaid, SNAP, Housing
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service. Bonus offer: An-
droid tablet FREE with one-time $20
copay. Free shipping & handling. Call
Maxsip Telecom today! 866/433-5324

LARGE FARMERS
MACHINERY AUCTION
SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 2023, 9:30 A.M.

LOCATION: From Ellendale, MN, 2 miles west of State Hwy. 30, then 1 mile north on Steele Cty. 28 (or SW 72nd Ave.) then 1/2 mile east on

SW 138th St. (or 1/2 mi east of Beaver Lake).

Loading of items day of auction until 4 p.m.

Please Note: PARTIAL LISTING. BE SURE TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR LATE ADDITIONS. Delivery of consignments will be on|
April 16, 17, 18, 19 from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Absolutely no consignments on April 20 and 21. Some items subject to change prior to auction.

Tracy Holland

TRACTORS - TRUCKS - SEED TENDER - FARM + LIVESTOCK
EQUIPMENT - CAMPER -TRAILERS - UTV’S - BOATS - MISC.

* John Deere 4430 Quad range, Shows 9085 HRS, S. N, 1127471 « 1994 -Volvo semi tractor, short sleeper, Detroit C-60, 10 speed,
shows 687,000 miles, Twinscrew ¢ 14' Flat Bed for 5th wheel attachment w/ 1600 + 1000 gal. poly tanks, from L+D Ag ¢ 1986 - GMC
6000 Grain Truck V-8 engine, w/ Crysteel 16 grain box and rolltarp * Norwood Mfg. 400 Seed Shuttle Tender, scale, triple axle,
gooseneck hitch, honda motor  John Deere 1770 Planter, 16 rowx30”, Liquid Fert, 3 bu. boxs, monitor, variable rate population, large
+ small plates « DMI Tiger Mate 11 field Digger, 40 1/2 ft, Double fold, w/ 3 bar-Harrow ¢ Case IH 5400 Grain drill, 20, markers, 10™
spacings, 3 pt, 2 Bar Harrow ¢ John Deere 235 Disk 24' « .H. 720 Plow, 5 bottom x18”, Auto Reset « Case IH 1830 cultivator, 8 row
30", folding Wings * Parker 200 Bu, gravity wagon w/ J+M poly cup seed Anger * Land Pride 60" rotary cutter, 540 P.T.O, 3pt., (Like
new) * 40’ Bale Converyor ¢ 1995 - Fleetewood Wilderness Camper, Model 33P, Large slide out, sleeps 6, Fridge + Air works ¢ Older

16’ Pontoon, Aluminum tubes ¢ Single axle Van trailer w/2-1500 gal. poly tanks + inductor

tank and pump * Bix Max 12’ single axle trailer w/Ramp * 28’ Van Trailer w/1200 + 800 MALROI R BRI LRIl T e EVETELI [

gal. poly tank + pump ¢ 2021 - CF Moto UTV, 2-Force 800 trail, 4x4, P.S., 685 miles ¢
2009 - Polaris 500 Ranger, EFI, 4x4 2013 - Polaris 800 Ranger XP, 4x4, shows 2218

at: www.proxibid.com/holland

miles, (needs engine work) ¢ 1998 - Polaris 500 sportsman, 4x4 (not running) * 1995 - Nitro 18’ Bass Boat w/Mercury 150 motor +
trailer *1995-Skeeter 20' Bass Boat w/Evenrude 115 motor + tandem axle trailer « Cub Cadet 30 snowblower, 3 stage, tracks, 420cc,
lights, handwarmers, (used once) * Predator 3000 PSI pressure washer, 6 1/2 HP motor (never used) ¢ Earthquake 16 rear tine tiller,
212 cc motor ¢ Predator super quiet 9500 generator (never used) ¢ US general 5 drawer mechanics toolchest « H.W. 328 gal. galvanized
livestock tank ¢ 225 gal. poly tank, Banjo fitting + hose * Paradise 6’x18’ foam float mat  Troy bilt 22” rear tine tiller, 8§ HP ¢
Skidloader attachments, 6-Brush Grapple buckets, 2-Tree/Post Pullers, 4-receiver hitches, 8-weldable quick plates ¢ Aluminum Irri-

gation Pipe, 30’ length, 3-4-5-6 inch

Terms: Cash or Good Check, & Picture ID Required. Minnesota sales tax applies. No property removed until fully settled for. Sales Staff and Owners Not Respon-
sible for accidents. Any verbal announcement made day of sale takes precedence over print. Lunch and restroom services available on site. Clerk: Holland Auction

HOLLAND AUCTION - 507-684-2955

Auctioneers:
Tracy Holland and Associates
Ellendale, MN #7405002

(507) 684-2955 or
.(507) 456-5128 (cell)

April 2023
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Burger nite 5-7pm

5 6pm 6 HALL
BAR Bingo
GOLD STAR

SPOUSES DAY

7pm BINGO

7 MEAT Raffle
5:30
Horse racing 7:PM

GOOD FRIDAY

9 11 12 13 HALL
EASTER Burger nite 5-7pm  |6pm 7pm BINGO
NATIONAL FORMER BAR Bingo

POW DAY

14 MEAT Raffle

5:30

Horse racing 7:PM

AIR FORCE RESERVE
BIRTHDAY

16 18 19 20 HALL 21 WALLEYE or
Burger nite 5-7pm | 6pm 7pm BINGO SHRIMP DINNER
BAR Bingo 5:30 to Tpm or sold
out YOUR HOST
HONOR GUARD
AND AUX.
MEAT Raffle 5:30
Horse racing 7:PM
23 ALL YOU can 24 25 26 27  HALL 28 STEAK FRY 29
EAT Breakfast VFW 6pm 7pm BINGO 5:30 TO 7:PM or
8:00am —Noon Your LaSt Burger B&R Bingo P sold out YOUR
Host Waseca High o g HOST FOOD
School Football Nite 5-7pm SHELF AND AUX.
MEAT Raffle 5:30
Horse racing 7:PM
30 ARMY RESERVE | MONTH OF MILITARY
NATIONAL MILITARY | BIRTHDAY 4-23 | CHILD
BRATS DAY

HOURS OF OPERATION
SUN.—- MON. CLOSED
TUE.— WED.-3pm to 11pm Tue. Is Lady’s nite 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 from 4 to 6pm.
THUR.—I1pm to 11pm
FRI.- SAT.-11am to 1 am
POST & AUX MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license number 00385

HELP WANTED

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Job Title: Client Service Assistant / Jr. Advisor
Company: iWealth

Location: Waseca, MN

Job Description: The successful candidate will have a high level of confidentiality
and good computer skills. Experience working with complex forms / paperwork is
preferred (not required). Initially, this person will learn our systems, workflows, and
technology. Eventually, we see this person moving into a junior advisor role. As a
junior advisor, this person will meet with clients on their own and provide recom-
mendations after receiving applicable certifications and licenses.

Requirements: High level of confidentiality, good computer skills, problem-solver,
attention-to-detail, high level of follow-up and completion of tasks, ability to learn
and adapt quickly, and excellent communication and interpersonal skill.

If you are a highly motivated individual who is committed to providing excellent
customer service and interested in building a career in the financial management
industry, we encourage you to apply for this position.

You can apply by providing your resume through email at info@iwealth4me.com or
mailing / delivering it in person at 213 15th Ave NE, Waseca, MN 56093.

Please call 507-835-9111 with any questions.

iwealth4dme.com

Paid Volunteer Opportunities
in your Community

Lutheran Social Service of MN is seeking volunteers age 55+
in your area to provide companionship to older adults.

Make a difference in someones life by offering support and
friendship. Volunteers commit to regular weekly hours for a
tax free stipend and mileage reimbursement.

Please contact Joyce at 507.512.1036 or joyce.lehman®@Issmn.org
for more information and to make an impact in your community!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

*DQ is now HIRING. To Inquire go to: fourteen-
foods.net/playlikeachamp. Or for more information
visit the Guidance Office.

*Waseca Vet Clinic is HIRING!!! Do you have a
love for cats and dogs? Are you a self-starter and
able to work independently? Waseca Vet Clinic is
looking to fill a few Kennel Assistant Positions.
Hours would include evenings, weekends and holi-
days, some morning shifts once summer arrives.
Some duties include but are not limited to Feed-
ing/Watering/Picking up/cleaning up after animals,
dishes, and completing daily task lists. Please Stop
into the High School Office or stop in to the Waseca
Vet Clinic (1400 State St South) for an Application.
You can also return the application to the School of-
fice or the Waseca Vet Clinic. We encourage anyone
who may have applied in the past to reapply!

*Become a part of our Mc Family! 14-15 y/o
starting @ $10.60/hr, 16-17 y/o starting @
$12.00/hr, 18 y/o+ starting @ 16.00/hr. We also
offer tuition assistance, flexible schedule, free uni-
form and free meal program at work. Text “MN64”
to 38000 to apply TODAY'!

*Mayo Clinic is hiring Environmental Service
Technicians- Mayo Clinic invites HS students to
start their life changing career at Mayo Clinic. Stu-
dents will play a vital role by ensuring a safe and
clean environment for our patients, visitors, and
staff each day by working with our Environmental
Services Department.

https://jobs.mayoclinic.org/job/mankato/environ-
mental-services-technician-high-school-student-op-
portunities/33647/33896701712#content

*Yellow Mushroom is hiring Cooks and Servers
for night and weekend hours. Applications are
available at Yellow Mushroom, 1208 S. State St.

*ICAN Inc. of Waseca is hiring Part Time Per-
sonal Support Staff. Part Time positions can range
from 7 — 29 hours a week. This position does in-
clude every other weekend. This is a great position
if you are looking into the healthcare field, teaching,
coaching, etc.

ICAN is a premier residential service provider to
individuals with disabilities. We provide training for
all aspects of the job. ICAN is currently offering a
$300 hiring bonus after 6 months of employment.

To apply, go to www.icanmn.us or stop in our of-
fice, 118 North State Street Waseca. If you have any

AmeriCorps
Seniors

questions, you can contact us at 507.835.9140.

* Lakeshore Rehabilitation Center has part-time
server positions (16 years or older) for 3 pm-7 pm,
part-time evening cook position for 11 am-7 pm (or
any afternoon hours the candidate would be able to
work, part-time cook for the assisted living facility
9:30 am-1:30 pm. Interested candidates will need
to apply on our website, monarchmn.com. On that
page, click the header "Careers" and choose "Find
a Monarch Career" under the drop down menu.
From there, navigate to: "Current Openings>Culi-
nary Services Aide Lakeshore" or "Culinary Serv-
ices Cook, Lakeshore ALF". The starting pay is
$15.00.

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES:

*Waseca County has an opening for a Weed Har-
vester position. This is a temporary position which
is 40 hours a week (will not work nights or week-
ends). The job is about 6-8 weeks and starts in early
June. The individual needs to be 18. The pay starts
at $20.32 per hour. I have the application attached
if you have a student that would be interested please
let me know! Here is the link to the job description:

https://www.co.waseca.mn.us/Jobs.aspx?Uniquel
d=111&From=All&CommunityJobs=False&JobID
=Aquatic- Weed-Harvesting-Operator-Seasona-165

*Southern Research and Outreach Center is hir-
ing for grounds and maintenance jobs for any stu-
dents or others that might be interested? You need
to be 16+ years old to work here. Pay is $15/hr.
Typical schedule is 7:30 am to 4 pm for a 40 hour
work week. If anyone has questions please

Mobile: 507-461-6899 | Office: 507-837-5615

E-mail: jstenzel@umn.edu

Website: www.sroc.cfans.umn.edu

*Fun, Summer Job Opportunities at Kiesler's
Campground and RV Resort! We are hiring life-
guards, activities coordinators and guest services
team members - Learn more at
www.kieslers.com/apply.

*University of MN Southern Research & Out-
reach Center has positions in Agronomy, Soil
Science and Groundskeeping available for this
summer. Must be 16 years old. For more infor-
mation call 507-835-3620. Pick up, complete, and
return an application to the SROC main office @
35838 120th St. Waseca.
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Pioneer

m Variety

from Page 1

by Jenny Pena.

The Waseca High School choirs
are directed by Tim Delnay, and
were accompanied by Elizabeth
Hoffmann on piano as well as a pit
band consisting of Devon Lawrence,
Corrick Medina Kya Hoof, Ryan
Leigh, Amerette Nevalainen, Claire

Dieker and Josie Perrizo. Choreog-
rapher for the show choir 2022-2023
season was Michelle Lowden. The
Variety Show also featured choreog-
raphy by students Lindsey Kopetzki,
Trista Stinehart, Jackie Mathern,
Sadie Schimming, Mia Mitchell,
Ashton Jenzen, Aubree Hansen,
Cece Huttemier, Ava Omtvelt, Je-
naro Delgado, Christian Rodriguez,
Tegan Flatau, and Mallory Bruhn.

The Variety Show was recorded
in-house and will be available for
viewing on the Waseca Public
Schools YouTube channel.

Pioneer photos by Tristan Jensen

WE'RE NOT YOUR

M E E s E E ? AVERAGE SEED COMPANY!

TYLER HUBER
BECK’'S HYBRID DEALER
31908 State Hwy 13, Waseca, MN

(507) 461-3756

corncountryseedco@gmail.com
beckshybrids.com

Store Hours
Mon-Fri....8 AM-6 PM
.9 AM-5 PM
SUN i Closed

Life’s Moments Deserve Beautiful Flowers - Let Us Help!

810 N. State St.
Waseca,MN 56093

(507) 835-3790

Family owned

and operated
since 1972

wasecafloral.com
rickmorris982@gmail.com

PERSONALIZED

PRINTING m

... & EMBROIDER T-SHIRTS,
HATS, UNIFORMS, CAPS,
WORKWEAR, WARMUPS,

JACKETS, CHILDREN'’S
APPAREL, TEAM & CREW
APPAREL, MAGNETS, SIGNS
...AND EVERYTHING ELSE!

EAPPAREL

PRINT
LOCAL! .

Barb & Mark Buker

100 S. STATE ST - WASECA MN
PHONE: (507) 835-7565
INFO@PPRINTWASECA.COM

612 11th Ave NE Waseca MN
3 Beds, 2.5 Baths, 2 Car Garage, HOA

BEAUTIFUL
TOWNHOUSE

Shalee Ebertowski
Real Estate Agent
Connect Real Estate Group

507-461-4130 194,500
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