
By MICHAEL ROY 
Editor 

The University of Minnesota 
Extension office approached the 
City of Waseca the morning of 
the Tuesday, May 2 city council 
meeting with the idea of adding 
a city sales tax to purchases 
within city limits. 

The possibility led to an ener-
getic discussion, eventually lead-
ing to instructions from the 
council to have city staff re-
search the possibility of imple-
menting the tax. 

According to some research, a 
city sales tax would help speed 
up the process for some very de-
sirable developments, including 
a community center and some 
road improvements. 

While city council representa-
tive Jeremy Conrath consented 
that such growth would be bene-
ficial, he said, “”You know what 
else I hear in the community? 
‘We’re taxed too much.’ 

“I don’t think we’re looking at 
a very good tax levy for 2024,” 
continued Conrath. 

Council member John Mans-
field agreed. “As a small busi-
ness owner, I’m not enthusiastic 
about adding any more taxes.” 
Mansfield pointed out that sales 
paid for using cards are not as 
profitable as those where cash is 
offered, forcing him to raise 
prices. “I’m wary about adding 
another sales tax,” he said. “I 
would have to adjust my prices 
for that.” He also stated that, 
thanks to inflation, people seem 
to be spending less. 

Council member Stacey 
Schroeder pointed out that any 
additional tax would be levied 
on visitors as well as residents.  
“This is a tax on anybody com-
ing through the city,” she said. 
“People coming to softball tour-
naments, hockey tournaments…
anybody spending money here 
would get taxed, and it benefits 
us.” 

Mayor Randy Zimmerman 
added to her point by saying that 
many other cities around Waseca 
have already implemented a 
sales tax.  

He also pointed out that last 
week’s action was only the start 
of any process that might lead to 
a sales tax. City staff was author-
ized to spend up to $3,000 ac-
quiring information about the 
costs and potential benefits of 
adding the tax.  

“It’s all community driven,” 
he said. “We’ll have community 
meetings to decide what the 

Council continued on 4

But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness. 

Galations 5:22

A word from 
The Word
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Waldorf plant sale 
set for May 13 

The Waldorf Petal Pushers 
Garden Club will hold a plant 
sale Saturday, May 13 from 8 to 
11 a.m. at the Waldorf Com-
munity Center.  

Graduation Open 
house ads available  

Celebrate this year’s gradu-
ates in the paper with a photo 
and open house announcement. 
Cost is $20 for one week or $30 
for two weeks.  

Please email news@waseca-
countypioneer.com or call  837-6767

*  *  *
The Mill’s fifth-year 
anniversary May 13  

The Mill will celebrate its 
fifth anniversary by bringing 
back the first band which ever 
performed at the venue: the Blue 
Ringers on the evening of Sat-
urday, May 13. Doors open at 7 
p.m. No cover charge. 

By MICHAEL ROY 
Editor 

“Mamma Mia…here I go again.” 
A line of one of many classic tunes 
by Abba shaped into the world-re-
nowned musical Mamma Mia! 

Fans of the musical got a chance 
to see the Waseca High School 
Drama Department’s rendition for 
four performances at the high 
school’s Performing Arts Center 
from May 4-7. 

The 35 cast and twelve crew 
members spent nearly two months 
preparing the over two-hour long 
production for hundreds to see. 

And what would a musical be 
without a pit band? A ten-piece pit 
band, led by musical director Devon 
Lawrence, helped bring Abba songs 
such as “Dancing Queen,” “Voulez 
Vous,” “The Winner Takes it All” 
and plenty of other Abba composi-
tions to life. 

Mamma Mia! is the second 
Waseca musical under the direction 
of Anna Pollock, the first being Le-
gally Blonde. She had many people 
to thank, including light technician 

By MICHAEL ROY 
Editor 

Even as storms swept through the 
area, JR’s Barn in rural Waldorf held 
a father-daughter date night on Fri-
day, May 5. 

An event that has been going on 
since the beginnings of the venue, 
the annual father-daughter date night 
gives local fathers the chance to 
dress up nice with their daughters, 
enjoy a shared dinner, and dance the 
night away. About thirty father-
daughter couples took part. 

As folks began to arrive at 5:30 
p.m., Amanda Graham, daughter of 

JR’s Barn owner Renae Groskreutz, 
welcomed everyone and showcased 
each father-daughter couple by intro-
ducing them as they gave a 10-sec-
ond dance bringing them out onto 
the dance floor.  

At 6 p.m., dinner was served by 
Infinity Catering of Janesville. The 
dancing started at 7 p.m. and went on 
for hours. 

“We always have a fun time doing 
this event,” said Groskreutz. “It’s 
great seeing so many dads come out 

Fathers, daughters 
share evening out

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

To be a dairy princess is to be an ambassador. 
“We especially want them to interact with chil-

dren,” observes Cindy Clayton, board member for 
the Waseca County Dairy Association. “There are 
so many misconceptions out there.” 

Many young children, when asked where choc-
olate milk comes from, will answer in all sincerity 
that it comes from brown cows. Sometimes the 
calves brought along to dairy events are mistaken 
for goats. 

“We want people to have a stronger understand-
ing of dairy products and what it takes to produce 
them,” says board member Kirsten Sommers. 

This year the Waseca County Dairy Association 
crowned four princesses who are connected with 
four different farms around the area. “We don’t 
make it a contest,” observes Clayton. “This way 
we have four ambassadors we can send to different 
events.”  Each princess is committed to serve at at 
least 8 events across the year. “It gives us a lot 
more flexibility,” said Clayton. 

Three 2023 princesses received their crowns 
during a ceremony this past Sunday afternoon at 
The Mill: Katy Eldeen, sponsored by Wiste’s Meat 
Market of Janesville; McKenna Eichorn, spon-
sored by Lampert Lumber of Janesville; and Allie 
Eldeen, sponsored by D&D Digger Enterprises. 
Not able to be present on Sunday was Maia Bar-
telt, sponsored by Sommers Brothers Custom Bal-
ing. Short biographies of the princesses appear 
below in alphabetical order. 

Maia Bartelt: (Parents, Brad and Crystal Bartelt) 
I am a senior at Waseca High School. I will be at-
tending South Dakota State University in the fall 
and studying animal science and veterinary medi-
cine. Ever since I can remember, I’ve always 
wanted to be a veterinarian. I absolutely love ani-
mals and helping them in almost any way.  I want 
to specialize in large animals, mainly because 
there is a need for large animal veterinarians and 
because I understand them the best. I really don’t 

want to have to deal with rats and guinea pigs, 
either–although some rats could be considered 
“large” animals! 

I’m very thankful to be able to represent the 
dairy industry–after all my favorite snack…Ice 
Cream!...is a dairy product. It’s important that we 

support all our farmers because we’d be nothing 
without them. I can’t wait to see what this year 
brings and the ways we can help promote dairy 
products and the dairy industry.   

Dairy 
Royalty

ROYALTY - Allie Eldeen, Katy Eldeen, and McKenna Eichorn were simultaneously 
crowned as Waseca County’s Dairy Princesses during a ceremony at The Mill on Sun-
day afternoon.                                     Pioneer photos by Deb Bently

AWARDED - Waseca County Dairy Association board member Larry Clayton presents-
the “Butter Knife” award to John Mansfield of Peppito’s Pizza in Waseca. (left photo). 
The Butter Knife award is for a local business which uses dairy products: Peppito’s uses 
about 700 pounds of cheese a week. Right: Clayton presents the organization’s “Milk 
Pitcher” award to Dennis Dinse. The Milk Pitcher plaque is for someone who has shown 
tremendous commitment to the dairy industry. Dinse first owned and then assisted with 
an area milk hauling business beginning in 1955, when milk was still being collected in 
cans. He began using bulk equipment in 1969. Even after selling the milk hauling busi-
ness to his son Daryl in 1999, Dinse continued to help with the business through 2022.

Joel Groskreutz dances with Lilly Galvin during the father-
daughter dance Friday, May 5. Joel’s wife Renae is clapping and 
cheering in the background.              Pioneer photo by Michael Roy

TAKING BOWS - Lindsey Kopetzki as Sophie Sheriden (left) 
and Cece Huttemier as Donna Sheridan, take their bows after the 
final curtain on Saturday’s performance.       Photo by Deb Bently

Dairy continued on 3

‘Mamma Mia!’

Dance continued on 3

Play continued on 5

Barney’s is sold

Barney’s Drive-In in Waseca was sold last week. New 
owners are (center and right) Joseph and Audra Veroeven. Pic-
tured with them  are Verronica Veroeven holding Arthur Ve-
roeven.                                        Pioneer photo by Teresa Rosacker

Four princesses 
crowned Sunday

Thirty-third annual 
FCA Sports Camp 
set for Aug. 1-3 

The thirty-third annual 
Waseca Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes Jr. Sports Camp is set 
for  August 1-3, 2023 for athletes 
entering grades 3-8.  Registra-
tion online at www.minneso-
tafca.org/waseca-jsc.

Pat Utz benefit June 
24 at Purple Goose  

Pat Utz cancer benefit begin-
ning at noon Saturday, June 24 
at Janesville’s Purple Goose. 

Cash donations can be sub-
mitted to GoFundme - Utz 
Cancer Benefit. Donations also 
accepted at Elysian Bank - Pat 
Utz Fundraiser.

*  *  *

*  *  *
Hartley family night 
set for May 16  

Hartley Family Night May 16 
from 3:30 to 7 p.m. Food served 
from 4:30 to 6:30. Students, par-
ents and families are all invited. 
Events include an art show, lit-
eracy activities, BOGO book fair, 
food. Free meal includes hot dogs, 
chips, cookie and a beverage.

Fire Department fish 
fry June 24 at 4 p.m. 

The Waseca Firefighters’ fish 
fry and fundraiser begins at 4 
p.m. Saturday, June 24.  

*  *  *

Council 
votes to 
investigate 
sales tax



Caregiver Service Sidewalk Sale Fundraiser 

I appear, by all accounts, to fi-
nally be recovering from some 
health battles these past two 
months.  

In other news, it was a busy 
week of reporting for our re-
porters. So much so, I resorted to 
“civilian reporters.”  

I believe that’s three times in 
two weeks now I’ve resorted to 
asking folks at events to do some 
reporting. Whatever works, right?  

I tell Deb, our news editor, 
that’s what editors are for! 

Thank you Robert Tackett and 
Sally Takala.  

Both of these individuals regu-
larly give me a call when some-
thing news related is going on. I 
am very grateful for their contrib-
utions.  

Oh, I overlooked the obvious. 
I’m playing baseball this summer.  

The Nelsons, ¼, ½, and ¾ have 
all been after me to play for the 
Braves. Baseball has always been 
a love of mine. From vacationing 
to the Field of Dreams in Iowa at 
6 years old to playing catch under 
the streetlamp with my brand new 
first base mitt in sixth grade, 
baseball has been a constant in 
my life. 

My love for competition, and 
sports in general, started with 
baseball. I was channel surfing 
one day and came across a Twins 
game on TV. I was hooked. Look-
ing back I think Nick Blackburn 
was pitching and the M and M 
brothers, Mauer and Morneau, 

were in their prime/youth years. 
The Twins won, but really I won.  

My father tried, really, really 
hard to get my two older siblings 
interested in sports. He failed. So 
much so he didn’t even try with 
me. Turns out, that’s how you get 
someone interested in sports, let 
them choose it.  

I played in little league, and T-
ball and all those sorts of things. 
I don’t remember a whole lot 
from those days, but I do re-
member playing in sixth grade for 
the first time. Dad and I went to 
Scheels and he bought me a nice 
first baseman’s mitt and a pair of 
cleats. That first game I was 
really nervous. In my first at bat, 
I got a pop fly single to center. In 
my third at bat I laced a double. 
You could say I was on my way.  

Dad used to come talk to me 
during games. “What did you do 
wrong in that at bat?” He asked 
me in that same year, after I 
struck out.  

Well, I told him, “I swung at 
pitches I shouldn’t have. I was in 
a hurry and didn’t get my pitch.”  

He was satisfied with my an-
swer.  

I pitched for the first time at the 

end of that season. We were play-
ing in a tournament and coach 
Tom Schiltz asked who wanted to 
pitch. We didn’t have anyone. I 
volunteered.  

I did well enough that next time 
the chance came up he gave me 
another opportunity. So my pitch-
ing career started.  

I could write article after ar-
ticle, column after column about 
baseball memories from there on, 
but for now, let’s just say the rest 
is history. I played until I was 19, 
playing Legion ball for the final 
time six summers ago. My last 
game feels like yesterday. I went 
3-3 and crushed the first pitch of 
my final at bat for a triple off the 
right field fence in New Richland. 
Coach Drew Paukert also had me 
pitch the final two innings of the 
game. I don’t remember the final 
score, but I know we won. It was 
bittersweet.  

Out for a walk the other even-
ing, I found a softball on the 
ground in the grass, picked it up, 
and all these memories and more 
came flooding back. So I texted 
Tink Larson the next day and told 
him I’d like to be on the team if 
they had a spot for me. He told 

me practice was Sunday. 
Blair Nelson warmed me up 

with some “office catch,” for 
about 45 minutes on Thursday 
and that was the first time I’d 
thrown a baseball in five years. 
(Yes, we set up on opposite ends 
of the office and played catch.)  

In my baseball career, I played 
from 6-ish years old through 19, 
coached junior high baseball for 
two years, and umpired from age 
15 through about 22. This 
summer I will now be playing 
alongside one of the players I 
once coached, Ben Schoenrock. I 
couldn’t be more excited.  

Will I be really bad? Maybe. 
Do I care? No. Will I have fun? 
Yes.  

With one practice under my 
belt I can proudly report, I don’t 
hurt as much as I expected to af-
terwards. (Turns out it makes 
sense to ease back into using 
muscles I haven’t touched in five 
years.)  

P.S. Thank you Blake for squat-
ting down and letting me pitch to 
you from the mound.  

“When I opened this door I was 
so happy to see you that my heart 
leapt. It leapt in my chest.” Kevin 
Costner - Billy Chapel. - For 
Love of the Game 

P.P.S. “For Love of the Game” 
is one of my all-time favorite 
movies.  

P.P.P.S. That same movie is also 
Tink Larson’s favorite movie. 

All nostalgic about baseball

I have survived my first couple 
days back in good ol’ America. 
The transition has definitely been 
interesting, I will say that. First, I 
have to deal with jet lag, which 
has been fun. The first day I woke 
up at 5:30 am bright and ready to 
go for the day and proceeded to 
unpack all of my things, clean 
and rearrange my room and then 
do my laundry. My sleep cycles 
are still off, but people tell me it 
will all work out eventually.  

Already, my entire study 
abroad experience feels like a 
half-remembered dream. A few 
times I’ve walked into my room 
and had this wave of familiarity 
wash over me. It was odd, like 
walking into a past life. It feels 
like I was a ghost walking over 
my own grave. I went to let the 

dogs out and just stood in the 
yard, looking over the areas 
where I used to play make believe 
as a child;  where I often just 
stand and yell at the dogs to come 
back into the house, and where I 
now feel like both a resident and 
a stranger. It’s odd.  

I am enjoying the things that I 
missed, though. My dad’s gou-
lash, Grandma’s sloppy joes, 
driving and singing in the car, ha-

rassing my sister. Nice hot 
showers, a full bed, the constant 
affection of my dogs. All the 
good things.  

When we were abroad, we had 
to do an assignment concerning 
returning to the U.S. and re-entry 
shock. One of the readings in-
volved people asking us how stu-
dying abroad was and how 
difficult it is to answer. How do I 
sum up in a sentence or two my 

entire life-changing study abroad 
experience? People don’t have 
time to sit through my 50-slide 
presentation; they just want the 
cute little stories about something 
or the other. But at least right 
now, with everything so fresh, 
that’s just not possible to do. So 
to anybody asking, it was great.  

My Determination: “Nothing 
makes time pass or shortens the 
way like a thought that absorbs in 
itself all the faculties of the one 
who is thinking. External exis-
tence is then like a sleep of which 
this thought is a dream. Under its 
influence, time has no more 
measure, space has no more dis-
tance.” - Alexandre Dumas, The 
Three Musketeers  

Standing in my yard thinking about life

Not to sound like a broken 
record or to belabor the point, but 
May is definitely our busiest 
month. 

This week, I covered a musical, 
an open house, a luncheon, a craft 
show, several games, and a council 
meeting just for the Pioneer. Don’t 
even get me started about what I 
did for the Journal. 

I like to joke that working in the 
newspaper is a part-time job with 
full-time hours (unless you’re like 
me and you work at two papers). 
But hypothetically, if I were only 
working here, rarely would I reach 
the 32 hours required to be consid-
ered full-time. 

However, just because it’s Tues-
day and it looks like there’s nothing 
going on Saturday doesn’t mean I 
won’t be working. Oftentimes, that 
“free” Saturday turns into me cov-
ering a game, writing a feature 
story, and/or covering an event 
such as a craft show. 

The other thing that happens is I 
may plan on attending a multi-day 
event (such as the musical) on a 
Thursday, but I have to switch the 
day I attend because I have to cover 
something else on that Thursday. 

Really, the only guarantees are 
that I will be covering some sport-
ing event at either 4 p.m. in the 

spring or 7 p.m. in the fall or 
winter, I have to cover Janesville 
and Waseca’s councils twice a 
month, I collect Janesville and 
Waseca archives on Tuesdays and 
Fridays, and events I plan on cov-
ering will happen when they 
happen (unless weather prevents 
them from happening). 

Being a writer in a newspaper in-
volves flexibility. You have to be 
okay with sometimes working full-
time hours during the busier times 
and working very little in the quiet 
ones. You have to be okay with 
covering something at 8 a.m. and 
then covering basketball at 7:15 
p.m. the same day. Sometimes, we 
get called upon last minute to cover 
something we didn’t even know 
was happening. 

It isn’t easy. But we do it because 
we care about the community. 

Speaking of which, one thing 
that is great about high school mu-
sicals is the support that they get 

from the community. JWP’s audi-
torium was packed when I was in 
theater, and it still is today. The 
same can be said about Waseca, 
and their performing art center is 
significantly larger. 

The problem is, unless you’re 
first out of the theater, you don’t 
get to tell all the actors, actresses, 
stage crew, and everyone else how 
great a job they did because they’re 
too busy talking with friends and 
family. (You could just stick 
around for five or ten minutes to 
speak with them, but in my case, I 
already had a pretty long day when 
I covered Waseca’s musical.) 

So, if anyone that reads this can 
relay the message to everyone in-
volved in the Waseca Theater De-
partment’s production of Mamma 
Mia! that would be great. 

To all the seniors, if there was a 
way to leave the Waseca Theater 
Department in a blaze of glory, 
your work in Mamma Mia! was the 

way to go. Fantastic job. 
To all the first-timers (and I in-

terviewed at least three of them in 
a preview of the production), I’m 
glad you took that step and tried it 
out. Everyone looked like they 
were having fun up there on stage, 
but I’m pretty sure all of you were 
the ones giving it the most you had 
while smiling the whole time. 

To all the other actors and ac-
tresses, you were stellar. Special 
shoutout to the ensemble, too. 
Without you, the musical wouldn’t 
have been nearly as fun to watch. 

To the pit band, it’s hard to rep-
licate the greatness of Abba and 
each member’s musicianship. But 
that synth lead to “Gimme, 
Gimme, Gimme” was pretty good. 
Everyone else did a great job as 
well. 

To the stage crew, sometimes, 
it’s a thankless job to move stuff 
around. (Most of my high school 
career, we didn’t have a stage 
crew.) I hope you felt appreciated, 
because moving stuff in a timely 
fashion, including whole set pieces, 
isn’t easy. 

To anyone else I might be mis-
sing, thank you for making the mu-
sical as great as it was. I only wish 
I had the time to watch it a second 
time.

Music to my Ears

Gratitude to the theatre department
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Don’t try to  
remember names 

ECHOES FROM THE 
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING 

 There are two kinds of people 
in the world.  

 What two? 
 I don’t know, but my goal today 

is to avoid both. 
DRIVING BY BRUCE'S 

DRIVE 
 I have a wonderful neighbor 

named Bruce. Deep thoughts occur 
as I drive past his drive. In 1900, 
6.68% of Minnesota’s population 
had been born in Germany. 
Swedes accounted for 6.59%, Nor-
wegians 5.99%, Canadians 2.72% 
and Irish 1.28%. German immi-
grants settled in Minnesota starting 
in the 1850s and established cities 
like New Ulm, St. Cloud and Sha-
kopee. The Swedes gravitated to 
the Chisago Lake area in 1851 fol-
lowed by the Norwegians coming 
to southeast Minnesota primarily 
in 1852. In Iowa in 1900, Germans 
made up 5.52% of the total pop-
ulation with Swedes at 1.34%, 
Irish 1.27%, Norwegians 1.15%, 
and English .94% 

STEPS NEEDED TO BE 
TAKEN 

 It rained pitchforks and angle-
worms. I read something from the 
Mayo Clinic saying the average 
American walks 3,000 to 4,000 
steps a day or roughly 1.5 to 2 
miles. The average walking pace is 
2.5 to 4 mph, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. I needed to walk. The 
cold rain felt as if it was going 
right through me. I found a wind-
breaker with a hood in the way-
back of my car. I donned it and the 
raindrops turned the hood over my 
head into a percussion instrument.  

THE PHOROPTER BLUES 
 “Which is better, one or two?" I 

wasn’t a jam judge at the county 
fair. I was having an eye exam and 
looking through a phoropter (a de-
vice with dials and lenses galore) 
at a Snellen chart. The eye care 
professional asked me repeatedly 
which of the two lens choices im-
proved my vision. “Which is 
better? One or two? A or B? How 
about now? And now?” I couldn’t 
tell. I had no eyedea. I picked one 
by doing a “One, two, sky blue, all 
out except you” in my head. Each 
time I get new eyeglasses, I dis-
cover it’s my head and not the 
world that’s crooked. 

I’VE LEARNED 
 Don’t try to remember names. 

They will remember you. 
 If you want to find a lost item, 

buy its replacement. 
 Why would I grow tired of left-

overs? They never tire of me. 
 A Kodak moment has become 

an iPhone instant. 
 Most action movies have too 

much action and not enough act-
ing. 

I WONDER 
 Before the Iron Age, did people 

wear wrinkled clothing? 

 Is egagtrom another term for re-
verse mortgage? 

 Would Noah be called a climate 
change extremist today? 

BAD JOKES  
DEPARTMENT 

 “What do you call a nose with-
out a body?” Nobody nose. 

 “Where was the Declaration of 
Independence signed?” At the bot-
tom. 

 The past, present and future 
walked into a bar. It was tense. 

NOW IT’S A GHOST TOWN 
 In the September 19, 1913 issue 

of the Hartland Herald, an ad read: 
“The Bath Store is the place where 
you always get 100 cents worth for 
a dollar, where everyone gets a 
square deal in groceries, dry 
goods, shoes, clothing, hardware, 
glassware, crockery, etc. Bring us 
your produce and get the very top 
price. Square deal always, Wm. P. 
Shea, The Bath Store.” 

NATURE NOTES 
 The goldfinches are lemony. It’s 

a rare dried leaf resting on the 
ground that hasn’t had its butt 
kicked by all the scratching, flip-
ping and tossing done by the birds, 
including the brown thrashers. 
They are masters of imitations and 
invention in their songs. Brown 
thrashers typically repeat phrases 
only twice, while northern mock-
ingbirds repeat theirs three or more 
times.  

 Robins sing earlier some even-
ings than others. They time their 
singing to the intensity of light and 
the time of sunset. When dark 
clouds roll in, they sing earlier. 
From sunset until dark, a robin 
adds ethereal whispered notes to 
its carol, creating a song of re-
markable complexity. The Ameri-
can robin is one of the first bird 
species to sing each morning be-
fore the dawn chorus starts and one 
of the last ones to sing in the even-
ing. Studies have found it sings the 
least around noon. A robin’s cre-
puscular singing may correlate 
with the physiology of its eyes, 
which are adapted to low-light en-
vironments, like dawn and dusk. In 
locations with more artificial light, 
robins initiate their morning songs 
earlier than in darker areas. Whis-
pered syllables are frequently 
heard during dawn and dusk. The 
primary reason males sing is to at-
tract a mate, and to establish and 
defend a territory.  

 I see organized groups culling 
our ditches of trash. They do good 
work. I pick up trash when I’m 
birding and have for many years. 
One day, I found an entire pen. It 
didn’t have any ink, but you can’t 
have everything. A woman asked 
me why I was picking up trash. 
She likely thought I’d been sen-
tenced to community service. “I 
am birding,” I said proudly.  

MEETING ADJOURNED 
 No one is perfect. See others in 

the best light. Be kind. 

Waseca Area Caregiver Services 
will be having a garage/sidewalk sale 
fundraiser on Saturday, May 20 from 

8 a.m. until they sell out at 113 2nd 
Ave NE in Waseca. WACS will have 
clothing for all sizes and ages, furni-

ture, household goods, and other 
items to sell. The cost is a free will 
donation, and WACS will display 

these donations during their sale. 
Anyone interested in donating items 
can contact them at (507) 833-0015. 
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here with their daughters to enjoy 
quality time together. That’s what 
we’re all about here.” 

Groskreutz shared that the event 
has been gaining popularity. “This 
has been the most people we’ve 
had at a father-daughter date 
night,” she said of the crowd. “It 

really is a blessing.” 
As the rain raged and the thunder 

rolled, the clapping of hands, the 
stomping of feet, and the beat of 
the music flooded the barn with the 
sounds of happy fathers and daugh-
ters spending a part of their Friday 
night spending some valuable time 
together. 

Sam Steffel, who brought his 
daughter to the dance, said he had 
a good time. “It was nice to have a 
night out with my daughter for a 
while,” he said. 

Music  
at the 
Museum
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By MELISSA DUNN 
Staff Writer 

Spring chores could wait for a 
couple of hours on Sunday afternoon 
while folks listened to the spritely 
tunes of Mary DuShane and Nick 
Jordan at the Waseca County Histori-
cal Museum.  

Sponsored by the now disbanded 
Bothy Folk Club of Mankato, Du-
Shane’s fiddle pairs with Jordan’s 
guitar and foot percussion in a broad 
repertoire of Southern traditional 
roots music including old-time swing 
and Irish dance tunes, Appalachian 
and jug-band music, and a little spicy 
Cajun for flavor.  

In between numbers, DuShane and 
Jordan shared information about the 
origins of some of the pieces they 
played. One in particular, DuShane 
said, came from a time when their 
band was traveling around different 
areas to learn old tunes that hadn’t 
been written down. “It’s important to 
do that, before that old music is lost. 
I learned this next one from an old 
guy in Indiana. When I asked him 

what it was called, he leaned over 
and told me it was ‘None of your 
business!’ So that’s what we call this 
next tune,” she laughed. 

This is the first time DuShane and 
Jordan have played in Waseca, 
though both of them have some in-
teresting connections; DuShane had 
previously played in bands with mu-
seum director Joan Mooney’s hus-
band (“We both had black hair back 

then, didn’t we Jerome?”) and 
Waseca resident Lori Pommerenke 
was a student of Jordan’s while she 
was obtaining her  Ph.D. in environ-
mental science. Pommerenke says 
she has gravitated toward folk music 
since college. “A few years ago I 
heard about the Bothy Folk club and 
their occasional concerts and presen-
tations, so I went. Unfortunately the 
man who did all the organization for 

the club was at the end of his energy 
for organizing it. The performers said 
‘Do we know anybody who wants to 
host us?’ I said ‘Sure!’” Pommerenke 
said she briefly considered hosting 
the performers in her own home, but 
then had the idea of coming to 
Mooney at the museum. “Joan’s a 
musician, and married to a musician, 
so I asked her. She agreed right 
away.” 

Marianna Mayo
Associate Merchandiser

Guardian Energy
4745 380th Avenue

Janesville, MN 56048
www.guardianNRG.com

O: 507-234-5002

C: 507-720-1443

F: 507-234-5011
Marianna.Mayo@guardiannrg.com 

Collaboration. Scale. Excellence.

Rick’s Appliance

Hours
M-F .... 7:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat ..... 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sunday ................. Closed

Visit our new Showroom!
405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

507-461-9615
Sales & Service
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Fishing is a passion with me: I 
have many different kinds of 
fishing rods rigged for different 
species of fish. Line counters for 
trolling, slip bobbers for fishing 
live bait, rods for casting crank-
baits, panfish rocks, and outfits 
for lindy rigging. I have two 
giant and three smaller tackle 
boxes stuffed with all of the 
goodies I need to catch the tar-
geted fish. Last summer, my 
quest for fishing and hours on the 
water changed; I developed a 
passion for gardening and grow-
ing beautiful flowers. 

It all began when Lisa was 
slowed down in the garden for 
health reasons. She had to turn 
over the flowers and gardening 
reins to me. It was difficult for 
her, but I showed her I could rise 
to the occasion! Lisa had learned 
to be a master gardener from her 
father: Every spring she’d go 
with friends to some of the finer 
greenhouses and come home 
with a cargo of meticulously se-
lected  plants. Some of the 
flowers would be planted in the 
sun, some in more shaded areas. 
My role back then was simply to 
be a gopher. I’d haul potting soil, 
plants in containers, fertilizer, 
and tools she needed to pot and 
plant. When I complained about 
the cost of her flowers, pots, and 
accessories, she’d raise her eye-
brows and calmly say “How 
about your fishing trips and wall-
eyes at $40 a pound?” I was si-
lenced! I did pay attention and I 
did learn many things from the 
flower master. 

Last summer, I did the flower 
shopping and came home with 
the flowers on Lisa’s list as well 
as many of my own choosing. I 
arranged different pots with 
flowers everywhere on our Lake 
Tetonka cabin lot. Lisa’s favorite 
flower is the purple heart; she 
plants several of them in planters 
on our deck rails. I was now the 
planter and said to Lisa “The pur-
ple hearts need a flower to go 
with them.” I gave them purple 
wave petunias for company. 
They were a real hit, and Lisa 
was pleased. All of my planted 
pots and arrangements grew to be 
spectacular over the summer. The 
pictures posted on Facebook got 
rave reviews. I am now a full-
fledged, certified flower planter.  

Here are some basic tips for 
beginners planting flowers: The 
hardiest of all flowers is the 
hosta. They will grow in the 
worst of conditions and don’t 
need maintenance. We lost a 
huge tree on our cabin hill. The 
ground and soil were terrible, so 
I did some landscaping, got a 
bunch of hostas from Terry and 
Carolyn Gilbertson, and stuck 
them in the ground there. The hill 
is now covered with a variety of 
different hostas, I call it “Gilby” 
hill. My favorite flower is the 
Mandevilla; I have several pots 
filled with them. They stand tall 
in the wind and flower all 
summer long. These flowers 
have a tropical appearance with 
shiny leaves; I am particularly 
impressed by the magnificence 
of the red ones. Wave petunias 
climb over the edge of pots and 
are really hardy. The flowers 
come in a variety of color pat-
terns and also flower all summer 
long. Begonias and hibiscus 
flowers are also a favorite. The 
hibiscus has showy, big, beautiful 
flowers. The begonia is under-
stated in size but is brilliant non-
etheless. I can’t forget the 
perennial daisies standing tall on 
Gilby hill. I have groups of them 
in different colors and sizes, 
along with groups of different 
colored coneflowers. These 
flowers were a favorite of my late 
daughter Katie, our beautiful 
lady. I’ve already planted several 
pots at the cabin. This year I’m 
trying some new flowers, Gail-
lardias, they are supposed to do 
well in full sun.  

I ran into Gyles Randall the 
other day in the Walmart parking 
lot. Gyles is a retired professor 
from the Experiment Station and 
has a wealth of knowledge about 
plants and flowers. He used to be 
my boss, a member of our school 
board. He reads the paper: a mes-
sage to you; I’ve finally taken 
time out to smell the roses.  

I scream, you scream, we all 
scream for ice cream! Cookie 
dough is my personal favorite. 
Random fact: did you know it 
takes about 3 gallons of milk to 
make 1 gallon of ice cream?  

Time to wrap up this column. 
The buzzer just went off on the 
oven. The pizza is ready and we 
have to get it out before it burns. 

Fish, flowers, Gyles 
Randall and pizza

Bits and Pieces
by Dave Zika
copyright © 2022 by Dave Zika

■ Dance 
 from Page 1

Mankato area artists Mary DuShane and Nick Jordan played a wide variety of music this past 
Sunday at the “Music at the Museum” event.                                        Pioneer photo by Melissa Dunn

By MICHAEL ROY 
Editor 

Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton 
High School senior Jack Cahill re-
ceived the Minnesota State High 
School League Triple A Award. The 
honor is given to a district’s high 
achiever in “Academics, Arts and 
Athletics.” To be eligible, a high 
school senior must have maintained 
a 3.0 or higher grade point average 
while also participating in athletic 
and fine arts activities. 

The minimum criteria for the 
award, aside from the GPA, is that 
each nominee must participate in at 
least one “league-sponsored” athletic 
program and one arts/activity pro-
gram while also complying with the 
MSHSL’s Code of Conduct. Students 
go through a rigorous multi-level 

process where multiple member 
schools, their respective admin-
istrative regions, and a committee of 
educators, business leaders, and 
members from the fine arts and ath-
letic communities go through nomi-
nees and make selections. 

Jack Cahill more than fulfills the 
requirements. He’s been in football 
since third grade, in track since sixth, 
and has been a part of the WEM-
JWP wrestling program since sev-
enth grade. He is also regularly 
featured on the A Honor Roll. 

He has been in concert band since 
fifth grade, is a member of the JWP 
Athletic Band, and was a pit band 
member for JWP’s musicals for the 
past three years, doubling as a cast 
member this school year. Ad-
ditionally, he is an Eagle Scout and 

is a member of the 
National Honor 
Society. 

Cahill was offi-
cially notified of 
his award on Wed-
nesday, Jan. 18 by 
JWP Athletic Di-
rector Paul 
Brunner of the 
achievement. “I 
was definitely appreciative of it,” he 
explained. “It was good to know my 
hard work paid off.” 

Cahill acknowledges that partici-
pating in sports has made him a 
better student. “It helped me develop 
the right skills to succeed, including 
integrity, dedication, and work ethic. 
Work ethic was a big one for me.” 

He added that keeping busy with 

sports and other activities has helped 
him learn time management skills. 
“Working with a busy schedule, you 
have to know how to handle it.” 

Cahill mentioned that if he had to 
pick one thing he learned throughout 
his time at school, it would have to 
be the many life lessons he has 
learned from sports. “The leadership 
part of sports stands out for me,” he 
explained. “I’m glad that I’ve been 
able to experience that.” 

As he nears the end of his high 
school career, he has some advice he 
shared for others. “Have a good work 
ethic. That’s definitely something 
that’s important in high school and 
life in general. Just try to find some-
thing you like doing and try to be the 
best that you can be at it.” 

Cahill receives Triple A Award

Cahill

Life’s Moments Deserve Beautiful Flowers - Let Us Help!

Store Hours
Mon-Fri ......................8 AM-6 PM
Sat ...............................9 AM-5 PM
Sun ....................................... Closed

810 N. State St.
Waseca,MN 56093
(507) 835-3790

Family owned and
operated since 1972

wasecafloral.com
rickmorris982@gmail.com

McKenna Eichorn: (Parents: Ken 
and Julie Eichorn) I am the niece of 
Terry Groskreutz. I am 19 years old 
and have two brothers, Mason, 18, 
and Carter, 16. I grew up and live 
north of Wells, about a mile from the 
farm owned by my Grandma Audrey 
and her late husband, Eugene Grosk-
reutz. This is where my Uncle Terry 
milks Holstein cows and where I 
spend a lot of my time.  

I am a 2022 graduate of Maple 
River High School. I participated in 
FFA, competitive dance, and was 
also a track and field manager. I was 
part of the Festtag Royalty in Min-
nesota Lake, where I was first runner 
up and Miss Congeniality in 2021. I 
am currently attending South Central 
College in Mankato, majoring in the 
dental assistance program. With my 
major in college, I hope to better 
educate people on how dairy is good 
for stronger teeth and bones. In my 
free time, I like to support my 
brothers in their activities, spend 

time with friends and family, take 
my dog Rusty for walks, read books, 
and spend time on the farm. 

Allie Eldeen: (Parents, Jason and 
Cathy Eldeen) I grew up on a farm 
outside Waseca; we had cows, cats, 
and dogs. The farm has been in our 
family for 147 years. We milk about 
65 Holsteins in a tie-stall barn and 
raise all our young stock. We raise 
about 700 acres of crops. This is my 
first year participating as a dairy 
princess. 

I am a junior at Waseca Public 
Schools. I am involved in volleyball, 
Youth Service and Leadership Skills. 
My hobbies include hunting, fishing, 
snowmobiling and water sports. My 
future plans are to attend college and 
study to become a veterinarian tech-
nician. 

Katy Eldeen: (Parents, John and 

Cassie Eldeen) I grew up next to my 
family’s dairy farm, which my dad 
and uncle operate as partners. I am a 
volleyball player and serve as man-
ager for the baseball team. I enjoy 
hunting and fishing. My favorite 
thing to do on the farm is to feed the 
calves. I am looking forward to 
being on of this year’s dairy prin-
cesses and going to the various 
events with the other girls. I am 
looking forward to sharing my ex-
periences and my love of the dairy 
industry as we interact with others, 
and especially with young kids. I 
want to share how rewarding and  
much fun it is to be part of a working 
dairy.

■ Dairy 
 from Page 1

 “We want people to have a stronger 
understanding of dairy products and 
what it takes to produce them.” 

— Kirsten Sommers

$75 Off
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O B I T U A R I E S
William J. Foster 

William John “Fred” Foster, age 
76 of Waseca, died at his home on 
Friday, May 5, 2023. 

William was born in Des 
Moines, IA, on June 1, 1946.  He 
was adopted by John William and 
Dorothy Ann (Hample) Foster.  As 
a child his family moved to 
Waseca, and he attended Waseca 
Schools.  Following his graduation 
from Waseca Central High School, 
Fred was drafted into the United 
States Army, and served his coun-
try in Vietnam.  Following his hon-
orable discharge, he returned to 
Minnesota and went on to earn a 
bachelor’s degree.  In addition to 
working various odd jobs around 
southern Minnesota, Fred’s more 
important role was caring for his 
parents.  He enjoyed fishing and 
listening to music, and was a 
member of the Waseca VFW. 

Fred is survived by his sister, 
Barbara Ann Fritz of McGregor 
and her son Kurt John Fritz of 
McGregor; as well as numerous 
cousins.  He was preceded in death 
by his parents; and a brother-in-
law, John Leo Fritz. 

Funeral services will be held at 
11:00 AM on Friday, May 12, 2023 
at the Third Street Chapel of Den-
nis-Steffel Omtvedt Funeral and 
Cremation Service in Waseca.  Vis-
itation will be held for one hour be-
fore the service at the funeral 
home.  Interment will follow at 
Woodville Cemetery in Waseca, 
and a luncheon will be held at the 
Waseca Sweet-Sommers VFW 
Post 1642.  dsofuneral.com

William J. Foster

BATTENFIELD
LAWN CARE

zachbattenfield@gmail.com

Zach Battenfield
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104 State Street, Waseca MN • 835-1259

Dorothy Carpenter 
Dorothy Hilda Carpenter, age 93 

of Waseca, died at Mayo Clinic 
Health System in Waseca on the 
evening of Tuesday, May 2, 2023. 

Born in New Market on July 16, 
1929, Dorothy was the daughter of 
Peter and Anna (Steimens) 
Thomas.  She attended school in 
New Market.  On June 29, 1948, 
she was married to Albert Car-
penter in Faribault.  Dorothy 
worked in several capacities 
throughout southern Minnesota 
over her working years, and made 
many lifelong friends in the pro-
cess.  She enjoyed flower garden-
ing, watching “Bandwagon” and 
listening to polka music, playing 
bingo, and baking pies and donuts.  
She was a long-time member at 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in 
Waseca. 

Dorothy is survived by two chil-
dren, Richard Carpenter of Fari-
bault and Alvina Peterson of 
Waseca; four grandchildren and 
their spouses; four great-grandchil-
dren; and two brothers, Ambrose 
Thomas of Faribault and Alvin 
Thomas of Prescott, WI.  She was 
preceded in death by her parents; 
her husband; three brothers, Bill, 

Elmer, and Sylvester; two sisters, 
Jenny and Alvina; her daughter-in-
law, Sharon; and her son-in-law, 
Neil. 

A private family event was held 
at the funeral home. Public grave-
side services were held at 10:00 
a.m. on Monday, May 8, 2023 at 
Calvary Cemetery in Waseca.  
Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral 
and Cremation Service in Waseca 
is handling the arrangements.  
dsofuneral.com 

Dorothy Hilda Carpenter

Waseca board reviews standards
By MELISSA DUNN 

Staff Writer 
School Board Chair Julie Ander-

son introduced the topic of standards, 
curriculum, and material selection at 
the May 4 workshop, commenting 
that it was a goal of the board to learn 
more about the process. Superintend-
ent Eric Hudspith agreed the topic is 
central to the school’s mission, rec-
ognizing that members of the public 
know what their children are learning 
in school, but not “the development 
process of why we teach what we 
teach.” Hudspith shared a slideshow  
illustrating the complete cycle, be-
ginning with the origin of state stan-
dards and ending with what is set in 
front of the students in each building. 
“The state of Minnesota adopts stan-
dards that must be taught in each 
subject area and in grade-level 
bands. That is based on the No Child 
Left Behind Act from the early 
2000s.” Hudspith explained that 
states developed standards and MCA 

assessments in order to receive fed-
eral funding and showed the board 
where all the state standards can be 
found on the Minnesota Department 
of Education (MDE) website. “It’s 
all right here, for every subject, every 
grade. So when someone says ‘Do 
you teach x? Do you teach y?’ if it’s 
not in here, no. That’s the answer.” 

Hudspith went on to explain that 
the state reviews and updates the 
standards on a schedule determined 
by the state and implemented by the 
MDE (approximately every ten 
years). The state also determines the 
graduation requirements for high 
school students. “When a student 
asks why they can’t graduate, we ex-
plain this is not a discretionary con-
cept for Waseca. This is what the 
State of Minnesota says you have to 
have.”  Hudspith said graduation re-
quirements are likely to become a 
bigger issue if the legislature adopts 
more mandatory classes for high 
school students. “Every requirement 

that gets passed is one less elective 
that a student can take as they get 
through their high school career. We 
don’t want to mandate fewer oppor-
tunities for kids to pick their 
choices.” He added that required 
standards would be worked into the 
curriculum in other places.  

Using the standards, school dis-
tricts review the instructional scope 
and sequence (what they teach and 
when) to develop curriculum for 
grade levels or courses.  Learning 
targets, the operationalization of the 
standards, are then created by class-
room teachers,  often as part of pro-
fessional development days during 
the school year or curriculum writing 
during the summer. “And now we 
can identify appropriate resources 
and materials to use to aid instruc-

tion, reviewing and updating on a cy-
clical basis to ensure the most current 
materials possible given budgetary 
realities.”  

Board member Dave Dunn asked 
if the district was allowed to imple-
ment standards in addition to those 
required by the state for graduation. 
“There are two parts to that answer,” 
Hudspith replied. “From a standards 
perspective, we could, but there isn’t 
an opportunity to do that because 
they are so packed. You don’t have a 
lot of time for anything extra in that 
process. The second part of that an-
swer is we could add graduation re-
quirements as a district. If we feel 
like this course is really important 
and you need it to graduate from 
Waseca Public Schools–though you 
might not from somewhere else–we 
have the right to do that. But it’s all 
we can do to cover the standards that 
are there.” 

             WASECA                
      SCHOOL BOARD

money will be used for. This tax 
has to go on the ballot to even be 
approved.” 

Council member James Eber-
towski, who initially seemed to be 
siding against the idea of research-
ing the sales tax, changed his 
mind. “At least if we do the re-
search, this goes to the polls and 
there’s no taxation without rep-
resentation,” he said. 

Also part of the discussion was 
the possibility of having the local 
economic development agency 
(EDA) help cover the $3,000 cost. 
This was made part of the motion 
with the understanding that if the 
EDA did not assist, the research 
would still take place.  

The motion in support of spend-
ing money to research the tax was 
approved 6-1, with Conrath oppos-
ing. 

Reports and presentations 
Jeremiah Miller, a Waseca res-

ident and leader of non-profit Free 
Flags for Vets, notified the council 
about an event coming up on May 
11 to spread awareness on mental 
health. 

Waseca High School will be 
hosting a speaker from Florida, 
Jeff Yelden, to speak about suicide 
awareness. “He will speak to the 
high school faculty early in the 
morning and to the high school 
students before lunch,” Miller said. 
“We will open it up to the public in 
the evening.” 

Many other organizations will 
be there to be part of a panel dis-
cussing mental health awareness 
and invites anyone that may be in-
terested to have a table at the event 
to contact him. 

It is encouraged to also wear 
green on May 11 as part of a 
“green out” to spread mental 
health awareness. 

“You may not be personally 

dealing with mental health issues, 
but you’ll run into somebody that 
might,” he said. “It’s good to have 
a background to know what to do.” 

City manager Carl Sonnenburg 
had plenty of items to report to the 
council. The main one was about 
three city parks being vandalized; 
an aside on this issue will be in this 
week’s paper. 

He also reported that the council 
didn’t receive any bids on the 
Gaiter Lake request for proposals 
(RFP). The city is looking for di-
rection on the next steps concern-
ing the project. 

The council did discuss the 
Gaiter Lake project concern as the 
meeting was about to conclude due 
to Sonnenburg asking again for di-
rection. Ten minutes of discussion 
ensued during which Mansfield 
said that it wasn’t the job of the 
city council to develop land or 
housing and council member Mark 
Christiansen again raised concerns 
that Waseca already has little to no 
housing available. 

“People want to move to 
Waseca,” Christiansen said. “We 
only have a few lots left to de-
velop. When they’re gone, they’re 
gone.” 

“How many times have we 
heard that the city isn’t doing any-
thing to increase the tax base, to 
grow the city?” Schroeder asked. 
“We’re a bedroom community 
about to be put to bed. We need to 
bring this to a work session and 
figure out an efficient way to do 
something about this.” 

When Sonnenburg asked if the 
city would have the appetite to be-
come the land developers of Gaiter 
Lake, Schroeder said yes while 
Mansfield simultaneously said no. 

“Carl, we do this at the end of 
every meeting,” Mansfield said. 
“We need this discussion at the be-
ginning of the meeting. We don’t 
even have the information to have 
this discussion. This question 
doesn’t need to be answered right 
now.” 

The meeting adjourned at 8:12 
p.m.

■ Council 
 from Page 1

Regular meeting minutes of the 
Waldorf City Council from April: 

PRESENT: Mayor Rob Wilken-
ing, Council Members Carrie Ferch, 
Missy Sorbo, Jay Longeneker and 
Kevin Lines 

OTHERS PRESENT: Dave Bot-
tin, JoAnn Kelling, Ron Fischer, 
Charlies Barnes, Shane McDonough, 
Lee Istanvich, Tim Raimann, Jim 
Majeski, Larry Kelling, Ben 
Schreader, Doug Christopherson, 
Michael Bowes, and Jay Dulas 

1. Call Meeting to Order by Mayor 
Rob Wilkening and say the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

2.  Open Forum:  Community 
Comments and Announcements: 

3.  Accept the Agenda for the 
Meeting for Monday, April 10, 2023. 

*Motion made to accept the Mon-
day, April 10 agenda made by , Jay 
2nd by Carrie. Carried. 

4.  Accept the Minutes from the 
March 13, 2023, Council Meeting. 

*Motion made to accept the March 
13, 2023, Council meeting minutes 
made by Kevin, 2nd by Missy. Car-
ried. 

5.  Ron – Maintenance questions-
concerns. 

a. Update on tree branches in the 
alleyways, have the remaining 
branches been trimmed? Still needs 
to be done. 

b. Update in City truck? Tabled 
c. Alley need grading, Ron is plan-

ning to do this upcoming week. 
d. Sweeping County Roads, 

reached out to the county to see if 
this will be done. 

f. Minnesota Lake will do mos-
quito spraying again this year. 

6.  Water/Sewer Report 
a. As of 02/28/2023 there were (3) 

“No Pay” (20, 22, 60) and (0) “Par-
tial” payments. A total of $783.67 not 
collected.  20 was shut off. 

                          b. S.E.H. update: 
                             i. Water meters 
                                 ii. Backwash 
                    iii. Elevator irrigation 
                                  iv. Pump??? 
                    v. Agreement for Pro-

fessional Services needs to be 
signed. 

*Motion to approved signing the 
Agreement for Professional Services 
made by Jay, 2nd by Missy. Ap-
proved. 

c. Widseth brochure will be re-
viewed as an additional option for 
engineers for the City once the con-
tract with SEH expires. 

d. Moving Forward with non-
compliant I&I, provided a list of 
houses that are not in compliance 
based on Roto Rooters finding. 
Sending letter to residents with a 

deadline of the end of 2024 to be-
come compliant. 

e. Tim presenting regarding Kathy 
Hodgkins’ property. 

*Motion made to approve the City 
covering the cost of Kathy Hodgkins’ 
sub pump due to SEH disconnecting 
and not reconnecting the drainage 
tile, made by Jay and 2nd by Carrie. 
Approved. 

f. First Security Bank’s final pay-
ment is due August 1, 2023, in the 
amount of $864,498.75. 

Tabled until July (Currently 
money is in saving accruing interest) 

g. Contacted First Security Bank 
to see what the payoff amount would 
be, if we paid it off by 4/14 we would 
save $4457.59 in interest, right now 
we are making more than that in in-
terest at MinnWest Bank, I stated 
that, and we were then offered 
another option, which is to take out 
a CD with First Security and make 
approximately $2857/mo. Until the 
bond comes due on August 1. 

*Motion made to open a CD with 
First Security Bank was made by 
Missy and 2nd by Carrie. Approved 

*Motion made to approve the final 
payment for $864,498.75 to First Se-
curity Bank made by ____, 2nd by 
______. Approved. Tabled 

*Motion made to approve the 
Water/Sewer Report was made by 
Jay, 2nd by Kevin. Approved 

7.  Fire Department Report – As of 
03/31/23 Bank Balances are: 

a. In QuickBooks: (1) Fire Dept. 
Savings Acct…$54,134.88 was 
$54,104.12. 

        b. In QuickBooks: (2) Fire 
Dept. Checking Acct…$3,634.24 
was $2176.59. 

c. Update on Fire Hall facility 
grant? Currently on hold, hope to 
apply for a grant next year. Right 
now, City is focused on the Phase 2 
grant. 

d. Update on Siren? This will be 
added to the facility grant when the 
City applies for that grant. 

e. Fire Department needs approval 
for the purchase of new boots, cost is 
around $8000.00, they plan to use the 
money from the DNR Grant and 
fundraiser money. 

*Motion made to approve the pur-
chase of new boots is made by Kevin 
and 2nd by Missy. Approved. 

        f. Fire Department needs ap-
proval to pay Fire Safety U.S.A in-
voice for $7210.00. 

*Motion made to approve pay-
ment of the Fire Safety U.S.A in-
voice for $7210.00 made by Kevin, 
2nd by Missy. Approved. 

*Motion made to accept the Fire 
Dept. Report/Bank Balances March 

2023 made by Missy, 2nd by Kevin. 
Approved. 

8.  City Report – As of 03/31/23 
Bank Balances are: 

a. In QuickBooks: (1) City Sav-
ings Acct…$1,068,734.67 was 
$967,063.13. 

b. In QuickBooks: (2) City Check-
ing Acct…$191,414.60 was 
$655,986.53. 

c. In QuickBooks: (3) Waldorf 
Days Acct…$11,139.42 was 
8,068.33. 

e. In QuickBooks: (4) City Water 
Sewer Acct…$32,072.41 was 
$10,755.17.  

f.  In QuickBooks: (5) USDA 
Acct…$20,004.41 was $20,001.86. 

g. In QuickBooks: (6) PFA Acct…
$3035.32 was $2776.00 (the March 
wastewater amount was $803.00, 
this will show in next month’s re-
port). 

*Motion made to accept the City 
Report/Bank Balances March 2023 
made by Jay, 2nd by Carrie. Ap-
proved. 

9. Community Center 
        a. Furnace bids, Carrie? Still 

working on this. 
        b. Wi-Fi update? The WiFi at 

the Community Center is done. 
        c. Carpet cleaning services? 

Mike from Aramark presented a 
quote of $1346.00/year for every 
other week service of changing out 
rugs for the Community Center and 
City Office. 

10. Park & Rec 
                                                   a. 
11.  Streets 
a. Electric Franchise Agreement 

needs to be signed. 
*Motion to sign the Xcel Fran-

chise Agreement made by Kevin and 
2nd by Carrie. Approved.  

b. 
  
12. Mayor’s Minute Report 
a. Charlie Barnes update, mural 

will be started on May 15, 2023. 
b. Charlie Barnes asked for an up-

date on the Veterans Park to see if the 
Council wanted to approve the land 
donation for the building of the Vet-
erans Park, this was table to see if a 
Public Hearing was needed before 
the Council votes. 

13. New Business: 
a. Radio Link upgrade for a new 

router and increased services would 
cost approximately $600.00, this 
would allow better service at City of-
fice along with Community Center. 
Radio Link will provide increased 
service at no cost. Tabled to see if a 
rental option is available. 

*Motion to approve a new router 
made by ______, 2nd by _______. 

Approved. 
b. Discussion regarding agricul-

tural property within the city limits 
and their property taxes. Tabled. 

c. Schedule Council Workshop? 
Meeting is set for April 17, 2023, at 
6:00pm. 

d. Kathy Grinnell presents plans 
for the school building. She was un-
able to attend and sent an email with 
her intention for the school grounds 
and would like City Council to con-
sider using the ground for the public 
use with the City carrying the liabil-
ity. 

e. Doug Christopherson, Waseca 
County Commissioner presenting. 
Doug updated the Council with in-
formation on the Broad Band project 
which is currently being put in 
throughout Vivian Township. Also 
mention disc golf going into Court-
house Park with the possibility of 
Eustice Park in the future. 

        f. Ordinance update, is the 
7/10/06 the correct ordinances to fol-
low? Yes! 

g. Jay Dulas presenting. Jay pres-
ents the possibility of adding a sub-
station to the new fire station when it 
is built. 

  
14. City WISH LIST 
        a. Mower, Christmas Light 

Situation 
  
15. PROJECT LIST for 2023 (As-

signed 2 people per Project) 
      1) ORDINANCES (Missy) 

Region 9 
2) ADDRESSES (Sherri-Rob) 

Sherri has received (4) 11 x 17 maps 
of the city to start working with. 
Sherri and Rob have been working 
on the project. Next step is to set up 
a meeting with sheriff’s department, 
planning and zoning and he fire de-
partment. 

      3) SIGNAGE FOR TOWN-
NOISE LIMIT SIGNS (Kevin-Ordi-
nance Issue) report 

      4) WEBSITE (Rob-Go 
Daddy) report. Tabled. 

      5) LIGHTING PROJECT 
(Carrie) report. Tabled. 

6) EXHAUST FAN IN FIRE 
DEPT AREA. Ron contacting De-
laine? Grant money? Will need a 
contractor to install. 

      7) RENTAL ORDINANCE-
FINISH. Tabled. 

      8) CREAMERY 
  
*Motion made to adjourn the 

meeting was made by Carrie, 2nd by 
Jay. Carried. 

Time                   8:47pm 

Waldorf City Council
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By MICHAEL ROY 
Editor 

Despite a thunderstorm taking 
out the power for a few seconds 
and briefly delaying discussion 
during its Monday, May 8, meet-
ing, the Janesville Council looked 
at possible solutions for parking is-
sues plaguing Main Street busi-
nesses brought up by business 
owner Ben Schreader. 

One source of concern is a space 
in the alleyway behind UC Labs 
and the Janesville Chiropractic 
Center that is being used by High-
way 14 Auto as storage for ve-
hicles. Some are being worked on 
for repairs while others have been 
sitting there for months. 

Upon further research, both 
Schreader and the city found out 
that part of the lot that Highway 14 
Auto is using is actually city prop-
erty. According to Schreader, auto 
owner Monty Larson claimed that 
part of the lot that was marked as 
city property is actually his. 

“Even then, there are about eight 
spaces for parking,” Schreader 
added. “I’d like to see that used to 
free up the parking spaces out from 
for the Chiropractic Center. That 
way, they can all go where they 
need to go.” 

The original request was to make 
it a “no overnight parking” spot, 
which differs from the standard 
city parking lots that are marked 
“three-hour parking only.” Some 
council members questioned 
whether making that lot available 
all day would require changing the 
city code. 

“We had another gentleman say-
ing it’d be nice to have some spots 
available like that during the 
winter,” council member Andy 
Ahlman pointed out. “I think we 
could change one lot to overnight 
parking from that point of view.” 

Fellow council member Jim 
Mulcahey agreed, and the council 
approved having city administrator 
Clinton Rogers review the city 
code with city attorney Jason 
Moran to see if any changes are 
necessary to place signs declaring 
the lot near Highway 14 Auto as 
having “no overnight parking.” 

Council members brainstormed 
regarding possible topics for their 
May 15 work session. Mulcahey 
had an entire list which included 
discussions on what the council’s 
visions are for a community center 
in Janesville, the council’s role in 
helping facilitate childcare, stances 
on issues like health and transpor-
tation as related to senior citizens, 
what the council is willing to do for 
housing development, and park de-
velopment. 

Ahlman’s requests were much 
fewer. “I’d like a breakdown of our 
city budget,” he said. “I’d like to 
know how much of the property 
taxes that the county assesses go 
back to Janesville and where it all 
goes. I know it’s mostly the county 
that’s responsible, but I would still 
like a breakdown.” 

Mayor Andy Arnoldt agreed, as 
did council member Sarah 
Johnson. 

Council member Ivan Maas re-
quested that the council set up a 
way to provide individuals or busi-
nesses opportunities to donate 
funds toward a community center. 
“Lake Crystal did something simi-
lar,” he said. 

Rogers also shared his intent of 
going through the budget schedule 
for the summer with the council. 

The council voted to recommend 
approval of the bid by Nielsen 

Blacktopping for the walking path 
along County Road 53 from North 
Street to Lakeview Park. The total 
bid is about $139,000. However, 
with the usual agreement of the 
county paying 70 percent and the 
city taking care of the remaining 
30, the city of Janesville will only 
pay about $41,600. 

Ahlman asked about what the 
maintenance agreement was for the 
path this time around, and Rogers 
replied that it hasn’t been dis-
cussed. 

“The last time, the path wasn’t 
maintained real well,” Ahlman 
said, suggesting that the topic 
should be addressed. 

The county commissioners will 
approve and iron out the details on 
the walking path at their next meet-
ing Tuesday, May 16. 

Council members approved a 
liquor license for the Janesville 
Chamber of Commerce. This year, 
the chamber requested a four-day 
license instead of the usual three. 
The license will be valid from 
Thursday, June 15, until Sunday, 
June 18. 

Public Forum 
Ron Bruegger told the council 

that he felt like after 22 years of 
losing money, Prairie Ridge Golf 
Course in Janesville should give 
back to the taxpayers, specifically 
for the citywide cleanup. 

“$10,000-15,000 should not be a 
problem for the city to spend for a 
curbside option during citywide 
cleanup,” he said. “I think you 
should make the citywide cleanup 
citywide, not just a dumpster out at 
city hall.” 

Reports 
While the Park Road Plaza board 

didn’t hold a meeting, Maas shared 
that the assisted living facility in-
tends to hold off on rehabilitating 
the parking lots until next year. The 
parking lot work ended up costing 
more than their previous grant 
request could cover. “We’d have to 
redo storm drains, not just asphalt,” 
he explained. “It’s more extensive 
than what we applied for.” 

Park Road Plaza still intends to 
move forward with getting a new 
elevator. 

Arnoldt shared that the public 
utility board will look into getting 
new electric meters installed start-
ing at the end of May. The board’s 
hiring committee will also hire a 
few applicants for the new position 
of general manager for Janesville 
Utilities. 

Janesville fire chief Mike Santo 
claimed that the department’s 
number of runs per month has 
stayed consistently at twenty so far 
this year. One main item he shared 
with the council was that there was 
a roof leak where an old vent used 
to be. It is currently leaking over 
the gear washing machine with 
electronics nearby, so all that 
equipment is covered up in a tarp 
until repairs can be done. 

“The roof itself is in very good 
shape,” he assured the council. 
“And the roof repair shouldn’t be a 
different expense.” 

The fire department is getting 
more into the 21st century, allow-
ing interested applicants to use a 
QR code to get more information. 
It’s an attempt for the fire depart-
ment to use different means of re-
cruiting volunteers. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:48 
p.m. 

Janesville council 
looks at parking
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By COLBY ROOT 
Contributing writer 

Introduction 
Between January 1942 and De-

cember 1972, the Hound Street family 
of Burchard Bailey Root, (born 1889) 
and Esther (Gehring) Root (born 
1900) was greatly affected by WWII 
and the conflicts which followed. Of 
the couple’s seven sons, five served in 
the US military. Of the two who did 
not, one had died shortly after birth; 
the other sacrificed his wishes of fight-
ing in Korea to the responsibility of 
maintaining the home farm during a 
time of family crisis. In order of age, 
the brothers are: Vern Russell Root 
born in 1921, US Navy WWII; Mar-
vin “Hans” “Tiger” Curtis Root, born 
1923, US Navy, WWII, Korea, Viet-
nam; William “Bill” Burchard Root, 
born 1927, US Navy WWII, US Army 
Occupation of Germany and Vietnam 
War; Donald Jack Root, born and died 
1928; Orville “Buck” Keith Root, 
1931 farmer; Gene “Buzz” Harlan 
Root born 1933, US Marines, Korean 
Conflict; and David Wayne Root born 
1938, US Navy 1956 to 1959. 

Eugene “Buzz” Root and Orville 
“Buck” Root 

When his older brothers came 
home from the War in the Pacific in 
late 1945 and early 1946,  Gene 
“Buzz” Root, then 12 years old, must 
have been awed. He and two other of 
the youngest boys-- Orville “Buck’’ 
Root (13) and David Wayne Root (7) 
had been  too young to serve in the 
biggest conflict the world had ever 
seen...but they would have if they 
could have. They must have pestered 
their older brothers about the War in 
the Pacific, life in the navy, and the 
broader world in general. What was 
Hawaii like? How big were the 
ships? What is that medal for? Their 
parents and six sisters must have 
been just as riveted to what little their 
sailor brother’s divulged. 

  Burchard and Esther Root must 
have been relieved and proud. Their 
boys had done their duty and made it 
home without a scratch. The two old-
est had seen action in the Asiatic Pac-
ific Theater and one, perhaps two of 
them, had been there for the final 
show downs at Iwo Jima and Oki-
nawa, and Japan’s surrender in 
Tokyo Harbor. The third oldest, Wil-
liam, had made it to Hawaii but no 
farther. He had been kept away from 
dangerous action, very likely be-
cause of what had happened to the 
Sullivan brothers of Waterloo, Iowa:  
The ill-fated five brothers had had all 
perished simultaneously when the 
USS Juneau went down off Guadal-
canal, leaving their parents with no 
living sons., William had been re-
assigned stateside on the day his ship 
arrived in Hawaii. Bill’s first ship 
would set sail for Iwo Jima and Oki-
nawa without him. 

 Esther and Burchard Root, and the 
rest of the family were likely relieved 
the Navy had adopted that policy.  
Still, they were proud of all three. 
Burchard himself had not been able 
to participate in the great war of 
1917. According to Esther, that had 
bothered him. She describes it in her 
remembrances: “Anyhow, he did feel 
that way (disturbed) about it,” she 
wrote .“When the second world war 
came along, he wouldn’t have stood 
in the way of his boys going for any-
thing.” Burchard’s father had died 
young , which left Burchard respon-
sible for the farm. By the time Amer-
ica entered WWI, Burchard had 
years of fidelity to the farm and was 
the only one left to run it. His fate of 
having too much responsibility to 
have the luxury of fighting in a war 
was a fate that would befall his 
number four son, Orville “Buck” 
Root who was next in line to join the 
military. 

Orville, who was 13 when WWII 
ended, had reached 18 in 1950 when 
war rolled onto the Korean Pen-
insula.  But now he was hemmed in. 
His dad had begun having seizures in 
1947. This left Orville as the oldest 
and most reliable boy left on the farm 
with the task of running it. In fact, 
since 1945 he had been the main 
farmhand. Somewhere in this time 
frame he had also run a neighbor’s 
farm for a woman whose husband 
had died. As Burchard’s health dete-
riorated, Buck’s responsibility in-
creased. In 1950, Burchard died. 
Later that year, the Korean War 
started. 

Both Orville “Buck,” 18, and his 
younger brother Gene “Buzz”-- now 
17—wanted to join. Esther asked 
Buck to stay and run the farm. The 
fact that he had started dating Mon-
ica …., his future wife, may have had 
something to do with his decision to 
acquiesce. In a recent chat regarding 
these circumstances, Buck’s surviv-
ing siblings joked that he hadn’t 
joined because he was a lover not a 
fighter. Either way, Buck’s decision 
cleared the way for Gene, who was 
only 17, to sign up. 

Esther signed the paperwork al-
lowing Gene “Buzz” Root to join the 
Marines at 17 several months before 
graduating high school. The young-
est, David (12), would pick up 
Gene’s high school diploma during 
graduation ceremonies. 

Gene’s odyssey in the marines is 
as enigmatic as those of his older 
brothers. What his DD 214 tells us is 
he signed up on February 23, 1951. 
He was discharged February 15, 
1954.  He likely completed boot 
camp at Camp Lejeune or Camp 
Pendleton. Later he spent 19 months 
in Korea during the war. This likely 
happened between July of 1952 and 
February of 1954. On December 1, 

1952, after being in Korea for five 
or six months, he was promoted to 
the rank of  Sergeant. After that 
what we found on an enquiry with 
Ancestry.com indicates that he 
could have been in the Automotive 
Maintenance Company, 1st motor 
Battalion, 1st Marine Division Re-
inforced. 

According the 1st Marines Divi-
sion Journal for the month of De-
cember, President elect Dwight D. 
Eisenhower was visiting the 1st 
Marine Division on the front lines 
around that time. It’s not inconceiv-
able that Buzz and his company 
saw Eisenhower during  the inspec-
tion. It's unlikely but still possible 
that the president saw Buzz’s and 
other PFC’s promotions to sergeant. 
After all, the 1st motor maintenance 
battalion would have been based a 
little back from the front line nearer 
to division headquarters. This does 
not mean Buzz  did not suffer: Ma-
rines arin e infantry first; mechanics, 
cooks, and truck drivers second. 
Though he might not have partici-
pated directly in scouting or assaults, 
squads were probing the North 
Korean/ Chinese side of the line on a 
regular basis, mostly at night. But 
whether he served on these clandes-
tine missions or not, it is still possible 
he saw battle: Mechanics sometimes 
had to repair vehicles in the field, 
closer to the line. It is not hard to 
imagine him buried deep under a 
truck hood with his posterior in the 
air exposed to the brutal winds of the 
Korean winter or an occasional pot 
shot taken from a North Korean or 
Chinese soldier. After all, a Marine is 
a rifleman first, a specialist  ie. me-
chanic second. 

He was awarded two combat serv-
ice medals, which means he was 
there for at least ten of the fifteen 
major actions in Korea. He also had 
at least one Korean service medal 

and a good conduct medal. 
Gene “Buzz” Root was 64 when 

he died May 7, 1997 in Aurora, Col-
orado. He is buried at Fort Morgan 
National Cemetery in Denver Col-
orado. 

Orville “Buck” Root, who served 
America by maintaining the family 
farm, died in 1983. He is buried next 
to his brothers and sisters in Saint 
Peters Cemetery, New Richland. 
May they all rest in peace. 

Editorial Note : The girls of the Root 
clan were no less patriotic than their 
brothers and bear mentioning here as 
their names may be scattered throughout 
the coming articles: Anita (Root) Jewison 
born 1922 who quit her job as a beauti-
cian to work at a factory making radio 
equipment for the military during WWII; 
Barbara (Root) Tolzmann, 1925 who was 
training to be a teacher at the time of 
WWII; Nona (Root) Smith, January 1929,  
who married David Smith a sailor in 
WWII, and whose son George was 
wounded in Vietnam; Iola "Odie" (Root) 
Schroeder Borchert December 1929; 
Thelma (Root) Yess 1934 who married 
Orville “Ibb” Yess who served in Korea; 
Opal (Root) Hofius 1935, who married 
Charles Hofius, US Army Korea. Opal 
Hofius, her two sons also served in the 
military, Donnie Hofius and Chad Hofius. 

Orville “Buck” Root

‘Buzz’ and ‘Buck 
 Root: part four
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Esme Pearce and sound technician 
Allen Kopetzki, who were not men-
tioned in the playbill. 

She also thanked her parents, af-
fectionately calling her father, Chuck 
Pollock, the “PAC Man,” as he is the 
one who has taken charge of the 
Waseca Performing Arts Center for 
many productions and programs. 

“I also have to thank my mom for 
all her help with the set,” Pollock 
added. “She helped with a lot of 
things including painting this beauti-
ful set.” 

Senior Grace Lapides, who made 
an appearance in Little Women last 
fall, was also credited for the paint-
ing of the sun in the background of 
one of the sets. 

The cast members tried their best 
to get the crowd involved. Ensemble 
members circled around the audience 
during the scene that included 
“Dancing Queen.” At the end of each 

performance, all cast members cir-
cled the crowd singing “Dancing 
Queen” again, only this time, the 
crowd joined along. 

In the playbill, six cast members 
who took on lead roles were high-
lighted. Four of them are seniors and 
two of them juniors. 

Cece Huttemier, a senior who 
played the role of Donna Sheridan in 
Mamma Mia!, was the first to be fea-
tured. The musical was her second 
production in the department, her 
first being Artistic Inspiration. 

Thyme Lang, also a senior, took 
part in Legally Blonde and the one-
act play. Her role as Tanya in 
Mamma Mia! marked her third time 
acting within the drama department. 

Lindsey Kopetzki is by far the 
most experienced of all four seniors. 
Mamma Mia! was her tenth produc-
tion with the department, and what a 
way to end her career taking on the 
lead role of Sophie Sheridan. She 
was in every other production this 
year, including playing Marmee in 
Little Women, playing a role in this 
year’s one act play, and also taking a 
lead role in the 2021 musical Legally 

Blonde. 
Korbin Schumacher decided to 

join his first musical as a senior; as a 
member of the State Street choir, he 
brought some singing experience 
with him. He took on the role of 
Harry Bright in Mamma Mia! 

The two juniors highlighted were 
Elijah Miller and Addison Wieseler 

Elijah Miller was a cast member 
for the first time, taking on the role 
of Sam Carmichael in Mamma Mia! 
He was previously a stage crew 
member in Legally Blonde. 

Addison Wieseler took on the role 
of Rosie in her first-ever production 
with the Waseca Drama Department. 
Like Schumacher, she is a part of the 
State Street choir. 

Other lead cast members for this 
year’s production of Mamma Mia! 
were Layla Keith as Ali, Sophie 
Chawra as Lisa, JD Delgado Jr. as 
Sky, Cejay Pickett as Pepper, Andrés 
Vásquez as Eddie, Collin Dettmer as 
Bill Austin, Nathanael Andrs as 
Father Alexandrios and an ensemble 
member. 

The ensemble was led by Aubree 
Hansen, Isabelle Wilhelmi, Kloe 

Wadd, Kylie Snow, Sadie Schim-
ming, and Sarah Robbins. Other en-
semble members were Arianna 
Krogseng, Ashton Jenzen, Ava 
Omtvedt, Avery Madsen, Britney 
Ross, Cecelia Bjerke, Elaina Andrs, 
Hailey Dettmer, Jackie Mathern, 
Jayme Sandbeck, Katelyn Robeck, 
Kiera Landrum, Patrick Howe, So-
phie Farris, Tegan Flatau, and Will 
King. 

Stage crew members, led by 
Quinn Dahle and Tricia Cox, were 
Amber Hagen, Branden Busse, El-
liott Galle, Gabriel Beltran, Leah 
Scheffert, Mason Wadd, Morgan 
Lemke-Ritchie, Savanna Benson, 
Timmi Volkmer, and Zach Theobald. 

Pit band members were keyboard 
players Susan Poepping, Emily Per-
rizo, Norah Schimming, Hannah La-
Croix, and Addison Bomsta; Paul 
Davis on bass guitar, David Gilling-
ham and Christian Hall on guitars; 
Eddie Herman on auxiliary percus-
sion, and Corrick Medina on the 
drums. 

■ Play 
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By ELI LUTGENS 
Publisher/Editor 

NRHEG High School softball 
coach Wendy Schultz unknowingly 
notched her 300th career victory 
Thursday night in New Richland 
when the Panthers defeated JWP 
14-4 in six innings. Waiting to cel-
ebrate the milestone with her were 
former players, alumni, friends, 
family, players and fans.  

“It's just super special,” Schultz 
said. “I just can't say thank you 
enough. It's so special that so many 
people come back and show their 
support. We just have such a won-

derful community and wonderful 
kids.” 

Schultz, of course, had no idea 
she was about to earn her 300th 
victory.  

“I honestly did not know,” 
Schultz continued. “I never really 

look out into the stands. I just kind 
of focused on the game and what's 
going on.” 

Schultz started coaching in 1992, 
when she was Wendy Lerberg, 
hired by then athletic director Ted 
Pelzl. The superintendent at the 

time was Rick Lorenz. This season 
is Schultz's last season coaching, 
her 25th over the past three 
decades.  

“I don’t think you think of the 
years as they go by,” Schultz said. 
“All of the years have been enjoy-
able seasons. The kids are just such 
hard workers. It’s a good culture to 
be in and it’s because of the kids. 
And you don't get 300 wins by not 
having dedicated kids. It's all about 
the kids. That's who win the games. 
We've had a lot of great kids, hard 
workers, who never give up.”

By JIM LUTGENS 
Sports Editor 

There have been more than a 
couple highlights this season for 
the Waseca High School baseball 
team. 

Thursday, May 4 was not 
among them. 

The Bluejays hosted Tri-City 
United at Tink Larson 
Community Field and surren-

dered seven runs in the final two 
innings while losing 11-7. 

The Bluejays got started early, 
scoring three times in the bottom 
of the first after Tyson Reger 
shut TCU down in order in the 
top of the inning. Kendrick 
Volkmann, Griffin Krautkremer 
and Grant Cox scored for 
Waseca. 

It remained 3-0 until the top of 

the fourth, when TCU tied it. 
The visitors took a 4-3 lead in 
the fifth. 

The Jays responded with some 
late-inning runs, plating three in 
the fifth and one in the sixth, but 
TCU batted around the order 
while scoring six times in the 
sixth. The visitors added one in 
the seventh. 

Sebastian Teague took the 

pitching loss in relief of Reger. 
Payton Garza led the offense, 

going 3-for-4. Krautkremer and 
Cox had two hits each. 
Volkmann, Oliver O'Brien and 
Reger added one hit apiece. 

The Bluejays have a Saturday 
doubleheader at Marshall.

MEMORABLE MOMENT — NRHEG High School softball coach Wendy Schultz was surprised by many people after recording her 300th career softball victory. Below right, Coach Schultz celebrates 
the moment.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Pioneer photos by Eli Lutgens

By JIM LUTGENS 
Sports Editor 

The Waseca High School boys' tennis 
team improved its record to 7-5 last week, 
splitting Saturday matches at Stewartville 
two days after winning handily at 
Worthington. 

The Bluejays stopped Stewartville 6-1. 
Waseca took all the singles matches in 

straight sets, with Tyler Jellum at No. 1, fol-
lowed by Henry Huttemier, Jan Schoen and 
Otto Schenrock. The Jays lost only seven 
games at singles. 

Jacari Jellum and Oliver Rohwer won in 
straight sets at  No. 1 doubles, as did the No. 
3 team of Corbin Connors and Armaan 
Bhatti. Jenaro Delgado and Dominic 
Grunzke lost at No. 2 doubles. 

Waseca junior varsity players went 3-0. 
Winona Cotter, another Section 1A foe, 

beat the Bluejays 5-2. Victories were by 
Delgado and Grunzke at No. 2 doubles and 
Connor and Bhatti at No. 3 doubles. Cott.er 
took the rest of the matches in straight sets. 

On Thursday, the Bluejays won 6-1 at 
Worthington 

Huttemier, an 8th-grader, defeated a 

senior 6-3, 7-6 (4) at No. 2 singles while 
8th-grader Schoenrock upended a junior 6-7 
(8), 6-0, 10-6 at No. 3 singles, Bhatti, a 7th-
grader, took down a sophomore 6-2, 6-3 at 
No. 3 singles. Tyler Jellum lost in three sets. 

Jacari Jellum and Rohwer rolled 6-0, 6-0 
at No. 1 doubles, Schoen and Grunzke were 
victorious 6-0, 7-5 and Connors and Ahmed 
Farooq won 2-6, 6-3, 6-2 at No. 3 doubles. 

The Bluejays' junior varsity won 5-0. 
The Bluejays were scheduled to host Lake 

City Tuesday, May 9 but were postponed. 
They were slated to play Thursday at St. 
Peter and Friday at home against Fairmont. 
Section starts next week.

By JIM LUTGENS 
Sports Editor 

The Waseca High School softball 
team expected solid offense from 
the Marshall Tigers. 

The Bluejays also saw some 
steller pitching. 

Marshall's pitcher did not allow a 
hit Saturday as the Bluejays again 
struggled to find momentum and 
lost 13-0 at Marshall. 

"We always expect strong 
offense from the Tigers, and we 
experienced just that," said WHS 
coach Abby Bloomquist. "They 
really don't have any holes in their 
lineup, and they capitalize on any 
and all errors." 

The Bluejays are hopeful they 
can shore up their play in remain-
ing regular season games, which 
are winding down fast. 

"We hope next week brings the 
return of 'Bluejay Ball' and our 
offense and defense starts clicking 
again," said Bloomquist. 

The Bluejays bounced back to 
beat St. Clair 9-3 Tuesday. They 
traveled to Sibley East Thursday, 
play Tuesday, May 16 at WEM and 
May 18 at Tri-City United.

BEARING DOWN — Waseca’s McKyla Hasselquist delivers a pitch in Tuesday’s vic-
tory over St. Clair.                                                                      Pioneer photo by Michael Roy

 “You don’t get 300 wins by not hav-
ing dedicated kids. It’s all about the 
kids. That’s who win the games.” 
                                     — Wendy Schultz
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Schultz registers 300th win
Many former players turn out to honor NRHEG softball coach

Softball 
Bluejays 
blanked 
at Marshall

TCU rallies past baseball Bluejays

Waseca boys’ tennis team runs season record to 7-5



By MICHAEL ROY 
Staff Writer 

“Anything can happen in baseball” is a common 
saying, and the JWP baseball team stretched that as 
far as it could go. 

Goodhue, a team with only one win going into its 
game at Janesville, forced the Bulldogs into a 12-
inning showdown before the Bulldogs finished it off 
in a 5-4 victory on Friday, May 5. But in a game 
against state-ranked Hayfield on Tuesday, May 9, the 
Bulldogs made it look easy with a 3-1 victory. 

 
Bulldogs 5, Goodhue 4 

Just like Medford played spoiler earlier in the week, 
Goodhue hoped to do the same and start the JWP 
sluggers on a losing streak. 

But the Bulldogs were not having it. 
Both teams played “such good defense” according 

to head coach Cory Jewison, that it took 12 innings to 
decide the outcome. 

Junior Ty Melchior finally called game with a sac-
rifice fly to drive in Kelton Erler for the walk-off vic-
tory. 

“This was a great team win,” Jewison said. “The 
entire team showed a lot of perseverance the whole 
game.” 

He highlighted junior Josh Bengtson’s performance 
in the game as a big reason why they won the drawn 
out matchup. “He played some incredible defense at 
shortstop,” he explained. 

Melchior threw 106 pitches in nine innings, striking 
out the last batter. Ian Barnes was the closing pitcher 
for the team. 

 
Bulldogs 3, Vikings 1 

Hayfield’s Vikings were ranked sixth among the 
state’s Class A teams for a good reason. 

The Vikings won the state championship in 2021, 
lost to Randolph 2-1 in last year’s state championship, 
and prior to the beginning of May, were 7-1. 

New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva started 
their losing streak, and Randolph and Kenyon-
Wanamingo added on. 

JWP can be proud to say they gave the state-ranked 
Vikings their fourth consecutive loss. 

Freshman pitcher Chase Gerdts deserves most of 
the credit, throwing for all seven innings. He threw 76 
pitches, striking out nine and only walking one. 

Meanwhile, timely hits allowed JWP to take a two-
run victory in the highly defensive contest. 

The 2-0 week puts JWP’s record at 9-3 (2-3 in-con-
ference).  

With JWP upsetting one state-ranked team, is 
another upset at Randolph on Thursday, May 11, in 
the cards? They are last year’s champions and are cur-
rently ranked No. 1, so it will be a tall order for the 
Bulldog sluggers. 

They travel to Mankato Loyola the following 
Friday before hosting a late afternoon game against 
Triton on Saturday. 

By MICHAEL ROY 
Staff Writer 

They say defense wins games, but 
it doesn’t hurt to have some offen-
sive firepower. Just ask the JWP 
softball team, and they players will 
more than likely agree with you. 

However, NRHEG figured out 
how to shut down JWP’s offense 
when the Bulldogs traveled to New 
Richland on Thursday, May 4, cut-
ting down an otherwise fantastic 
week for the Bulldogs. The girls 
bounced back for a 12-2 victory in 
five innings against Truman-GHEC-
ML Monday, May 8 but were upset 
in a 7-4 loss to Waterville-Elysian-
Morristown the following Tuesday. 

 
Panthers 14, Bulldogs 4 

Maybe the Bulldogs got a little 
too used to their artificial field and 
New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-
Geneva’s natural field threw them 
off. Perhaps it was the fact that the 
Panthers having a talented softball 
team was as common as snow in 
February. 

More than likely, it was the 
Panthers squad wanting to earn head 

coach Wendy Schultz her 300th 
career win as she enters the twilight 
of her coaching career. It was report-
ed that she allegedly had no idea she 
was nearing 300 wins. But the occa-
sion was so momentous that KEYC 
was present at the game to cover the 
celebration. 

In summary, JWP’s offense sput-
tered against NRHEG, while the 
Panthers had no trouble at bat, end-
ing the 14-4 battle in six innings. It 
was not meant to be the Bulldogs’ 
day, however, the following game 
was. 

 
Bulldogs 12, Jaguars 2 

Perhaps a little frustrated that they 
lost an important conference game, 
the Bulldogs showed no mercy to 
the conglomerate of 
Truman/Granada-Huntley East 
Chain/Martin Luther the following 
Monday. 

It only took five innings for JWP 
to take a 12-2 victory against the 
visiting Jaguars, who came into the 
game with a seven-game losing 
streak after starting 3-0. A final toss 
from third baseman Kayle Langford 

to first baseman Autumn Thissen 
ended things. 

“I’m proud of the way we 
bounced back after taking our loss 
against NRHEG,” JWP coach 
Megan Christopher said. “This was 
one of the most solid games we 
played this season.” 

Brielle Dessner, Ellah Oliver, and 
Kayle Langford all had successful 
hits throughout the game. 

 
Buccaneers 7, Bulldogs 4 

JWP once again played host the 
next day. This time, it was against 
Gopher Conference rival Waterville-
Elysian-Morristown. 

The Buccaneers were feeling pret-
ty good, coming into the game with 
a 7-3 overall record despite going 1-
2 the previous week. 

An upset bid was not in the cards 

for the Bulldogs. An early surge by 
WEM allowed it to take the lead for 
good early. Although JWP tried to 
come back, the Bulldogs lost 7-4, 
taking another loss in-conference 
putting the team near the bottom of 
the conference standings with 
Medford, Maple River, and Triton. 

Despite the 2-6 in-conference 
record, the 1-2 week puts JWP’s 
softball team at 5-9, the Bulldogs’ 

best start since 2019 where they fin-
ished 9-9. 

The team hosted Randolph — the 
third-place Class A team who they 
beat for their only win last season — 
on Thursday, May 11 before hosting 
a tournament involving Blue Earth, 
Cleveland, and United South 
Central on Saturday.  

By MICHAEL ROY 
Staff Writer 

If one thing’s been common so far this 
season for JWP track and field teams, it’s 
been the wind making a presence. 

It was the same deal at the Lake Crystal-
Wellcome Memorial/Nicollet meet on 
Tuesday, May 2. The meet was so windy 
that head coach Sam Schruin was happy to 
report, “We made it through another meet 
without anyone being blown away…at least 
by the wind.” 

However, he was blown away by the 
results of the meet. The girls took first place 
with a score of 147, taking away the gold 

from a talented LCWM-Nicollet team, who 
settled for second with a score of 140. It 
marked the seventh meet where the JWP 
girls took first place.  

St. Clair/Immanuel Lutheran also had a 
not-too-shabby third-place finish with 98 
points. Blue Earth took fourth with 86, 
United South Central/Alden-Conger took 
fifth with 72, and Madelia-Truman/GHEC-
ML took last with eight points. 

The boys had an impressive finish as well, 
taking second with 114.5 points. LCWM-
Nicollet sprinted away with first, breaking 
200 with their performance. Blue Earth took 
third with 87, St. Clair/Immanuel Lutheran 

fourth with 79.5, MT-GHEC-ML fifth with 
59, and USC/AC last with 10. 

Sophomore Lilly Strauss had the best per-
formance taking, first in three of four events 
she participated in. Her firsts were in the 
100, the 200, and the long jump. She also 
took part in the high jump and took first. 

The 4x800 relay team of Lauren White, 
Kwynn Krause, Faith Olson, and MaKenzie 
Westphal finished on top, with the 4x100 
boys’ team of Isaac Gahlon, Isaiah Berndt, 
Alex James, nad Daulton Bauer also topping 
the stat sheet. 

Other first-place finishers were the 4x400 
girls’ realy (Olson, Nevaeh Weimert, 

Presley James, and Westphal), Presley 
James in the triple jump, Isaac Gahlon in the 
pole vault, and Westphal in the 1600. 

Plenty of individuals and relay teams took 
second. Relay teams that took second were 
the boys’ 4x800 (Derek Gustafson, Luke 
Cahill, Memphis James, and Alex Kleve), 
the girls’ 4x200 (Kayleigh Donner, James, 
Paige Walz, and Weimert), and the 4x200 
boys’ team (Isaiah Berndt, Alex James, 
Daulton Bauer, and Michael 
VanRavenhorst). 

Other second-place finishers were Ava 
Appel in the 100 hurdles, Kaden Baker in 
the 110 hurdles, Kwynn Krause in the 3200, 

Michael VanRavenhorst in the 400, Cahill in 
the pole vault, Isaiah in the 200, and Olson 
in the 800. 

Third place finishers were the boys’ 
4x400 (Cahill, Alex Kleve, Dylan 
McWaters, and Derek Gustafson), Appel in 
the girls’ 300 hurdles, Baker in the boys’ 300 
hurdles, James in the long jump, White in 
the 3200, and Aubrey Weedman in the shot 
put and discus throw. 

The JWP track and field teams traveled to 
United South Central for a section true team 
meet Tuesday. 

By MICHAEL ROY 
Staff Writer 

It was another great day at Prairie Ridge 
as the JWP golf teams hosted conference 
rivals Maple River, Triton and United South 
Central on Thursday, May 4. 

The meet marked the return of Logan 
Thell to the team. However, this meet was 
fellow junior Steven Dimmel’s moment to 
shine, as he was one of two golfers on the 
team to register an eagle. His came off of 
hole 5 (486 yards) and helped him to tie for 
medalist honors with United South Central’s 
Brennan Olson, firing +2 on the day. Thell 
went +3. 

Jeffrey Simonson was the second Bulldog 
to eagle, doing so on the same hole as 
Dimmel. He ended the day firing +11, just 
outside of the top 10.  

The other JWP boys’ golfers had top-10 
performances to give the Bulldogs 163 
strokes for nine holes, with USC taking sec-
ond with 171, Triton third with 179, and 
Maple River last with 228. Alex James 
cracked the top five with a +5 day with 
Carter Miller (+9) and Ryan Kronbach (+10) 
making the top 10. 

Hope Dimmel was once again a top-five 
golfer in the girls’ division, firing a +18 for 
fourth place. Maple River’s Rebecca 

Walters had an impressive day, firing a +8 
with fellow Eagle Mackenzie Walters in sec-
ond with a +15 and Emma Heggen of USC 
in third with a +16. 

The team traveled to North Links at North 
Mankato on Tuesday, May 9 and will play at 
Kenyon Country Club near Kenyon-
Wanamingo on Friday. 

The boys continued their great play at 
North Links outside of North Mankato on 
Tuesday, May 9. It was a tight contest 
between them and Martin County West, but 
the Bulldogs took a victory scoring +29 to 
the Mavericks’ +31. Martin Luther-GHEC-
Truman went +70. 

Thell’s medalist performance may have 
been the difference. He had an even-par day 
(E) while MCW’s best golfer Hunter 
Schmidt went +2 on the day. The two-stroke 
difference between the two was the differ-
ence between the winner and second-place 
team on the day. 

Steven Dimmel followed up with a +6 day 
while Miller went +8. Eighth-grader 
Simonson went +15, finishing eighth overall 
while Tyler Nelson fired a +32. 

Hope Dimmel had a fantastic day taking 
first overall with a +10, winning the top spot 
for the day by 20 strokes. Martin County 
West’s Brenna Heifner took second with 

+30. 
The JWP golfers trav-

eled to Kenyon Country 
Club to face Kenyon-
Wanamingo/Goodhue, 
Maple River, and 
NRHEG on Friday, May 
12 before going to 
Waseca’s Lakeside Golf 
Course for a Gopher 
Conference tournament 
the following Monday. 

IN THERE — JWP sophomore Brielle Dessner slides safely into second with a stolen base.                              Photo by Jordan Carillo

SAFE SLIDE — JWP’s Austin Carda, left, calls for time after sliding safely into second base 
against NRHEG. At right is the Panthers’ Alden Dobberstein.                     Pioneer photo by Michael Roy

Two Bulldog golfers score eagles at Prairie Ridge

JWP girls blow away competition; boys settle for second

JWP softball team 
drops two of three
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‘Anything can happen’
JWP baseball team improves record to 9-3

S.Dimmel
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NRHEG girls win
track invitational

NRHEG INVITATIONAL — The Panther girls finished first and the boys third in the NRHEG Invitational in New Richland Thursday,
May 4. Clockwise from top left: Quinn VanMaldeghem let the Maple River runner lead for two laps before taking over the 1600;
Gabby Schlaak participates in the high jump; Devin Nelton runs the 1600; the Panthers’ Orianna Degen takes the handoff from
Clara Buendorf in the 4x200 relay; Will Tuttle leaves the field in his wake in the 110 high hurdles. Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

It's not all that often that a
NRHEG girls' track and field team
finishes first in the NRHEG
Invitational. That honor has, more
often that not, gone to Albert Lea.

Not this year.
The NRHEG girls totaled 100

points, edging Albert Lea by eight,
to capture the title Thursday, May 4.
WEM totaled 83.5, Maple River
45.5, Mankato Loyola 44.

"It was a great night for our Lady
Panthers," said NRHEG coach
Duey Ferber. "First place is always
nice."

The Panthers garnered five firsts,
two by Quinn VanMaldeghem who
won the 1600 in 5:44.59 and the 800
in 2:34.20. Evelyn Nydegger
clocked 17.56 seconds for first in
the 100 high hurdles, and Anika
Ladlie cleared 5 feet to win the high
jump. Keira Lenort, Sierra Misgen,
Clara Buendorf and VanMaldeghem
teamed for first in the 4x400 relay
in 4:44.17.

Nydegger tripped on a hurdle and
did not finish the 300 hurdles.

"She should be good for True
Team," said Ferber.

Other Lady Panther placewin-
ners: Malonna Wilson, 2nd, shot
put; Lauren Cowell, 2nd, discus and
4th, shot put; Josie Strom, 2nd,
triple jump and 4th, 100; Gabby
Schlaak, 2nd, high jump, 5th, 300
hurdles and 6th, 100 hurdles; 4x100
relay, 2nd (Strom, Bartness,
Schlaak, Paige Johnson); McKenzie
Mueller, 3rd, discus; 4x800, 3rd
(Elis Aronson, Sierra Misgen, Holly
Bartness, Winter Pederson);
Misgen, 4th, long jump; Johnson,
4th, 100 and 5th, long jump; Lenort,

4th, 200 and 5th, high jump; Olivia
Kofstad, 5th, triple jump; 4x200,
5th (Misgen, Buendorf, Orianna
Degen, Ladlie); Ladlie, 5th, 200;
Buendorf, 6th, long jump.

Maple River's boys were impres-
sive in taking first with 162 points,
followed by Albert Lea with 106,
NRHEG 65, Loyola 31, WEM 10.

"The boys had some serious com-
petition tonight," said Ferber.
"Maple River is very good, and
Albert Lea has a nice team."

Will Tuttle continued to shine in
the hurdle races, winning the 110
highs in 16.35 and the 300 interme-
diates in 42.65. He was third in the
triple jump. Jaylin Raab won the
long jump at 20-6.

"Will Tuttle continues to
impress," said Ferber. "He, with the
help of coach Kim Schlaak, has had
an amazing season in the hurdles.
Jaylin was having a good meet until
he hurt his ankle on his final long
jump of the night. He will be ques-
tionable for True Team."

Other places for the boys: 4x100,
2nd (Aiden Deyle, Sawyer Prigge,
Tuttle, Raab); Lucas Hanna, 3rd,
shot put; Prigge, 3rd, high jump;
Raab, 3rd, 100; 4x400, 3rd (Deyle,
Prigge, Harbor Cromwell, Conner
Nelson; Levin Kitzer, 4th, 110 hur-
dles; 4x200, 4th (Parker Bunn,
Kitzer, Cromwell, Cohen Riewer);
Bunn, 4th, 300 hurdles; Cromwekll,
5th, pole vault; 4x800, 5th (Devon
Nelton, Jacob Karl, Charlie Fuller,
Nelson); Deyle, 5th, 200; Karl, 5th,
3200; Fuller, 6th, triple jump.

The Panthers competed in True
Team section Tuesday at USC. They
return to USC for the Gopher
Conference meet Saturday, May 13
at 10 a.m.

Coach Brad Root’s
NRHEG High School golf
teams played the second
and final round of the
Gopher Conference
Tournament last week.

The NRHEG girls fin-
ished second as a team,
led by Meela’s 49, which
was good for fourth place
individually. Grace
Wiklenson shot a 55, fin-
ishing eighth overall.
Tayla Sandra carded a 56
while Ciara Stenzel and
Mallory Schlinger both
tallied 57.

For the NRHEG boys,
Tyler Kress finished with
a 63, Shan Hansen totaled
66 and Carter Schlaak 76.

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The NRHEG High School baseball
team defeated Hayfield 12-10 in a less-
than-textbook affair Monday, May 1 at
Jeff & Carol Reese Field in New
Richland.

“It wasn’t pretty, but it was a ‘W’,” said
Panthers coach Mark Lee.

Hayfield got things moving in the first
inning as Aiden Nelson hit into a fielder’s
choice, driving in a run.

The Panthers plated six runs in the
fifth, led by run-scoring hits from Ethan
Thompson, Seth Staloch, Jared Lee and
Andrew Phillips.

Sam Olson pitched the Panthers to vic-
tory in relief. The lefthander went 1 2/3
inning, allowing two runs on one hit,
striking out one and walking one.

Isaac Nelson took the loss for Hayfield,
surrendering four runs on hit over two
innings, striking out two. Corbin Krueger
started for the Vikings, giving up four

runs on one hit with six strikeouts.
Daxter Lee started on the mound for

the Panthers and was reached for eight
runs on five hits over five and 2/3
innings. He fanned five.

The Panthers totaled six hits, with
Phillips finishing 2-for-5 with four RBIs.
Thompson was 2-for-4 with two RBIs.
Daxter Lee, Carter Martens, Jared Lee
and Jace Ihrke contributed one hit apiece,
with Thompson, Ihrke and Jackson Chrz
each driving in two runs. Thompson,
Chrz, Olson and Jared Lee all scored
twice. Phillips tripled and Martens dou-
bled.

Six Hayfield hitters had one hit each.
“The fifth inning was a bit of a turn of

the game for the worse for both teams,”
said Coach Lee. “Andrew had a good day
at the plate with two hits. Daxter pitched
well, but had to throw a lot of extra pitch-
es.”

The Panthers defeated JWP 9-6 at
Janesville Thursday.

It was tied 6-6 in the sixth when Alden
Dobberstein, on a 3-2 count, singled and
drove in two runs.

NRHEG totaled eight hits on the day.
Jackson Chrz started on the mound for

NRHEG and struggled a bit but kept the
Panthers in the game for three innings.
Freshman Jared Lee was sharp in relief,
allowing no runs through four innings for
his first varsity victory. He yielded five
hits and two walks while striking out
three.

Phillips was 2-for-3 with a triple, two
RBIs and three runs. Daxter Lee also
tripled. Ihrke had two hits and an RBI.

The Panthers tore up the base paths,
with Dobberstein stealing three bases and
two others stole two.

The Panthers were scheduled to host
Triton on Tuesday and Kenyon-
Wanamingo Thursday. They entertain
Sleepy Eye St. Mary’s Saturday at 1 p.m.,
play Monday at Maple River and Tuesday
, May 16 at Albert Lea.

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The NRHEG softball team fin-
ished third in the Caswell Park
Tournament at Mankato Saturday,
winning two of three games. The
tourney was scheduled for two days
but Friday's games were rained out.

The Panthers picked up an easy
17-0, five-inning victory over St.
Croix Prep School of Stillwater.

Faith Nielsen allowed only three
hits, striking out eight and walking
two.

Isabel Stadheim stole three bases
and scored three times while going
3-for-3. Faith Nielsen was 2-2 with a
triple and four RBIs, Camryn
VanMaldeghem 2-for-3 with a dou-
ble and two RBIs, Sidney Schultz 2-
3 with two RBIss, Presley Nielsen
2-4 with three stolen bases. Hallie
Schultz doubled and drove in two
runs. Addy Stadheim, Aryanna
Howe and Bree Ihrke added one hit
each.

The Panthers had one fielding
error to St. Croix's three.

"It was a great team win," said
NRHEG coach Wendy Schultz. "We
hit well as all starters and a sub had
at least one hit. Defensively, the
girls played well and Faith pitched
well. Addy continues to be strong
behind the plate. In the fourth inning

with the bases loaded, she made a
great double play to end the inning."

The win advanced the Panthers to
the semifinals, where they took a
10-1, six-inning loss to Watertown-
Mayer.

"Their pitcher was pretty decent,
and threw a nice change-up that kept
us off balance," said Coach Schultz.

The Panthers allowed five first-
inning runs and never recovered.

Presley Nielsen was 2-3.
VanMaldeghem and Sidney Schultz
had one hit.

Faith Nielsen took the pitching
loss, giving up three earned runs on
seven hits.

The Panthers committed three
errors, WM one.

The third-place game was another
blowout as the Panthers pounded
Gibbon-Fairfax-Winthrop 15-0 in
four innings.

Faith Nielsen pitched a three-hit-
ter.

Sidney Schultz, Hallie Schultz,
Presley Nielsen, Ihrke and Addy
Stadheim had two hits apiece.
VanMaldeghem tripled. Isabel
Stadheim, Faith Nielsen and Howe
had one hit each. Howe drove in
four runs. Sidney Schultz stole four
bases.

"It was nice to see the girls
bounce back from getting beat by

10," said Coach Schultz. "We played
errorless defense and hit the ball
well, with a combined 14 hits."

The Panthers prevailed 14-4 in six
innings at JWP Thursday, May 4.

Collecting two hits apiece were
Faith Nielsen, Isabel Stadheim,
Sidney Schultz and Hallie Schultz.
Adding one each were
VanMaldeghem, Howe, Ihrke and
Presley Nielsen.

Faith Nielsen was the winning
pitcher.

"It was a good team win," said
Coach Schultz. "We came out in the
first inning and got nine hits, leading
to six runs. Our bats were pretty
quiet until the sixth inning where we
scored seven runs. We had some
nice defensive plays by Addy
Stadheim at catcher, Isabel
Stadheim in center field, as well as a
double play by Sid Schultz and a
diving stop by Hallie Schultz at sec-
ond base to stop a run from scoring."

To say the Panthers’ bats were
lively Monday, May 1 in a 24-11,
five-inning victory over Hayfield at
Legion Field would be an under-
statement.

Everything went the Panthers’
way.

The Panthers totaled 22 hits,
including six for extra bases, but the
defense was solid enough despite

four errors, the same total as
Hayfield.

“This was a great team win,” said
Coach Schultz. “The girls hit the
ball very well tonight and played
good defense.”

Sidney Schultz was 4-for-5 with a
double, three runs and two RBIs.
Faith Nielsen was 3-for-3 with two
doubles, five RBIs and four runs.
Ihrke was 3-for-4 with a double,
three RBIs and three runs.
VanMaldeghem, Howe and Isabel
Stadheim had two hits each, with
one apiece by Presley Nielsen, Addi
Stadheim, Hallie Schultz, Payton
Bunn, A.Stenzel and T.Smith
Vulcan. I.Stadheim stole three
bases.

Faith Nielsen gave up two earned
runs on eight hits, with three walks
and two strikeouts.

“The battery of Faith Nielsen and
Addy Stadheim continues to be con-
sistent from the pitching rubber and
behind the plate,” said Coach
Schultz. “A combination of good
hitting and pitching struggles for
Hayfield helped secure the win.”

The Panthers faced Blooming
Prairie at the University of
Minnesota Tuesday. They play
Thursday at Kenyon-Wanamingo
and host Austin Friday. ALL MINE — NRHEG softball pitcher Faith Nielsen camps out

under a pop fly.                                       Photo by Judy Tweeten

RELIABLE RELIEF — Freshman Jered Lee deliv-
ers a pitch during the Panthers’ 9=-6 win last week
at JWP.                             Pioneer photo by Michael Roy

Softball Panthers third at Caswell

NRHEG
girls’ golf
team 2nd in
conference

Panthers trim Hayfield, JWP
Phillips continues hot hitting, freshman gets win at Janesville



1923 
-Editor C. C. Campbell of the El-

lendale Eagle was honored at the 
Editor’s Short Course at the State 
University last week by being 
awarded first place for an essay set-
ting forth the editorial policy of a 
country weekly. Editor Campbell’s 
versatile pen has long since been en-
titled to recognition and we extend 
our personal and editorial felicita-
tions. 

-After a two-year search, officials 
of the Minnesota Cooperative 
Creamery Association have taken 
first steps toward breaking up a gang 
of thieves that have been raiding co-
operative creameries in the vicinity 
of Minneapolis and St. Paul. Butter 
thieves have been especially active 
during recent months, one creamery 
having been robbed of $1,000 worth 
of butter in a single haul.  

-The home of John Murphy caught 
fire Sunday afternoon, but owing to 
the nearness of water supply the 
blaze was soon under control and the 
damage was not so great as it might 
have been. 

-Spring had a jolt Monday night 
when the rain turned to snow and a 
cold northwest wind made one feel 
that winter had arrived. 

-A few relatives had a surprise 
party on Mrs. Ed. Schroeder last 
Wednesday night, it being her birth-
day. A picnic supper was served at 
midnight. 

-School closed in Dist. 49 last Fri-
day with a nice program and a picnic 
supper. Miss Fuller, the teacher, has 
returned to her home east of New 
Richland. 

1946 
-The honor students of the class of 

1946 of the New Richland High 
School were announced last week. 

The valedictorian of this year’s class 
is Ruth Miller, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ray Miller. Ruth’s scholastic 
average was 3.59. The salutatorian is 
Jon Jensen, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Jensen, who maintained a 3.53 
average. 

-“Bud” Mertz installed a new fruit 
rack at his Red Owl store Monday 
forenoon. Progress and improvement 
are the order of the day. 

-Clarence Loken vows vengeance 
on a thief who in the absence of the 
family sneaked into their farm home 
and took four sacks of seed corn 
from a room on the second floor. 
Seed corn is precious this year, a fact 
of which the thief is well aware. 

-Request–Please do not ask for 
medical service on Thursday after-
noons except in case of emergency. - 
Geo. H. Olds, M.D. 

-Dynamite–Now is the best time to 
do your ditching by the new dyna-
mite method. It is quick, safe and 
reasonable in price. See either for es-
timate and prices: A. G. Phelps, tele-
phone 19J16, or F. E. Cayler, 
Waseca, Minn. 

1973 
Top students for the 1973 gradu-

ating class at New Richland-Hart-
land high school were released this 
week. The class of 60 students has 21 
honor students with Terry Lee Wine-
gar, son or Mr. and Mrs. Dale Wine-
gar, valedictorian. Salutatorian is 
Robert Thomas Yerhot, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Bernard Yerhot. 

Twenty starred ratings were 
earned by Waldorf-Pemberton high 
school music students at the Region-
State contest held at St. James, Sat-
urday. The fourteen instrumental 
soloists who starred were LuAnn 
Ward, Layne Ludeman, Gail Gunso-
lus, Cindy Bluhm, Denise Goebel, 
Cheryl Waknitz, Jackie Massop, 
Marlon Rudolph, Doug Hankerson, 
Al Roesler, Cindy Murphy, Larry 
Schubbe, Bonita Tesch and Yvonne 
Geary. 

1998 
-In two consecutive Gopher con-

ference contests last week, the Pan-
ther girls softball team continued 
their dominance of the conference. 
They claimed victory over Glenville-

Emmons May 5, 5-4, and over 
Alden-Conger May 4, 13-2. When 
the team defeated Alden-Conger, 
Amanda Moxon pitched her first no-
hitter of the season. 

-The Panther boys’ baseball team 
continues undefeated in the Gopher 
Conference with a 12-0 record after 
defeating Bethlehem Academy in 
both ends of a double-header at Far-
ibault. 

-David and Karen Lundberg of 
New Richland are the parents of a 
daughter born May 5, 1998 at Naeve 
Hospital, Albert Lea. Anna Grace, as 
she has been named, has two 
brothers and two sisters: Isaiah, 15; 
Sarah, 13; Samuel, 4; and Hannah, 2. 

-For the first time in the history of 
the NRHEG girls’ track and field 
competition, the entire team will be 
entering State True Team competi-
tion in Blaine, Saturday, May 16. In 
fact this is the first full track and field 
team entry  ever from either of the 
two districts, which consolidated in 
1994. 

Waseca Herald 1923 
-The age-old question as to who 

struck Billy Patterson is no more of 
a mystery than who wrote the anony-
mous letters criticizing Mayor 
Smartwood prior to the recent mu-
nicipal election in Waseca. Proprie-
tors of the local newspapers, where 
the letters were printed, business and 
tradesmen who folded and addressed 
them, post office employees who 
distributed them, all took the witness 
stand and swore they did not know 
the author or authors of the letters. 
George E. Child alone admitted 
knowing who wrote the letters but 
insisted that his knowledge was se-
cured in a professional way which 
rendered him immune from disclos-
ing it. So the question still remains a 
deep, dark secret. 

-The Waseca Telephone Co. have 
mapped out a plan of improvements 
for this season which will cost be-
tween $15,000 and $20,000, accord-
ing to Harry G. Meyers, 
superintendent. The plan includes in-
stalling underground cables for wires 
in the greater part of the residence 
district of this city. Orders have been 
placed for 27,000 feet, or over 5 
miles, of underground cable, and the 
contract for laying it has been let to 
John Stone of Minneapolis. The 
labor alone will cost over $5,000 and 
this means only the digging of 
trenches, laying and covering of the 
cables. All work in changing and 
connecting wires will be done by the 
local employees. 

-At the city council meeting Tues-
day evening, Alderman Wobschall 
reported that Theo. Grunwald had 
agreed to give a right of way for the 
sewer across a corner of his wood lot 
for $40. The council voted to accept 
the offer and pay him the money. 

Waseca Journal, 1948 
-County Agent Cletus F. Murphy 

announces that only one entry has 
been made so far in the Farmstead 
Improvement program which is 
being carried out in Waseca County 
in cooperation with Station WNAX 
and the University Extension serv-
ice. In order to have a county winner 
it is necessary to have at least five 
contestants. Contestants are eligible 
to compete for state awards, ho-
wever, regardless of numbers of en-

tries. 
-The Junior Class manifested real 

ability in decorative powers as ev-
idenced on the evening of the Junior-
Senior Banquet and Prom. The 
decorative scheme was called Moon 
Dream. A penthouse effect was pro-
duced by a clever arrangement of 
blue and white awnings. The people 
in the penthouse looked out over a 
city of tall building all lighted up as 
of night. The silvery moon hung 
above the city and stars dotted the 
firmament. Twenty four stars were of 
great magnitude and in the center of 
each was a picture of a senior. 

-A summary of the school and 
town registrations taken in the 
Mankato area of the State Employ-
ment service indicates that many 
workers will need to be imported if 
the operations are to be completed 
without loss, according to the state-
ment made today by Benjamin A. 
Iverson, manager of the Mankato of-
fice of the State Employment Serv-
ice. Since the canning companies are 
interested in hiring the largest 
number possible of local people, ar-
rangements have been made to con-
tinue the registration of last week 
through the Employment Security 
Representative in Waseca, Robert 
Bagan. Anyone interested in work of 
any kind if requested to contact 
Bagan at once and register for wha-
tever work that he desires. 

Waseca Daily Journal, 1973 
-At today’s University of Minne-

sota Board of Regents committee 
meeting, regent LoAnne Thrane, 

Chanhassen presented a resolution in 
support of University of Minnesota 
Waseca and Crookston. During the 
discussion seven of the eleven re-
gents present at the meeting spoke in 
support of the programs at UMW 
and Crookston. There are 12 regents 
in the state organization. In addition 
to the regents, Vice President Stan 
Wenberg and President Malcolm 
Moos spoke in support of the col-
leges at Waseca and Crookston. 

-JANESVILLE - The American 
Legion First District Junior Auxil-
iary Conference was in Janesville 
American Legion Club rooms, April 
28. The morning session was called 
to order by Junior District Secretary, 
Carol Sloie from Spring Grove. The 
girls were welcomed to Janesville by 
the Unit President, Mrs. Marcella 
Kopischke. There were also wel-
comes from Mrs. Pearl Glynn, who 
was representing the Woman’s Relief 
Corp and the M.O.M.S. organiza-
tions. 

-The Bluejay baseball team scored 
a 4-1 victory over New Ulm Thurs-
day afternoon on the Eagles home 
field. It was the first time ever a Tink 
Larson-coached team has beaten the 
Eagles. 

Waseca County News. 1998 
-If Kevin Schieffer had “time” in 

a bottle, then his world would be per-
fect. As the president of Dakota, 
Minnesota & Eastern Railroad spoke 
with Waseca residents Monday and 
Tuesday during a “whistle stop,” 
time was a recurring topic. Time is 
Schieffer’s greatest ally and chal-

lenge at this point as the company 
undertakes its $1.2 billion recon-
struction of a rail line from Colony, 
WY to Winona. Plans for the recon-
struction project in Waseca County 
will likely start near the beginning of 
1999. 

-Anticipation, nervousness, and 
excitement. Those were the emotions 
students of Cheryl Read’s fourth-
grade class experienced Monday as 
many of the students met their senior 
penpals for the first time. Approx-
imately 25 Waseca-area senior cit-
izens have participated in a penpal 
program with the students in Read’s 
class this year. The program began in 
February as part of the service learn-
ing curriculum at the Central Inter-
mediate School. 

-“On any given night, anyone in 
our conference can beat anyone 
else,” Waseca coach Tink Larson has 
echoed many times throughout his 
career. Luckily, the Waseca Baseball 
team didn’t have to learn that lesson 
the hard way. Waseca held off a de-
termined United South Central team 
at Wells Tuesday, slipping by with a 
5-4 win over the last-place Rebels. 
The Bluejays had pounded USC 18-
1 in five innings earlier this season. 
Waseca nipped St. James in Waseca 
Monday by a 3-1 margin, the second 
tough game the Bluejays and saints 
have played this season. The two 
South Central Conference wins guar-
anteed the Bluejays second place in 
the conference for the second 
straight year.

First for 
Bluejays
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HANGIN’ TOUGH — In Waseca’s version of “New Kids on the Block” returned for their 1998 
world tour as part of the Waseca Central Intermediate School’s Talen Show. The band members 
were Jeremy Harvey, Drew Bonneur, Cassidy Nelemans, Alex Berg, Joel Kunz, Andrew Nelson, 
Brett Wilker, and Spencer Broughten. A total of 28 entries were part of the show.

In 1973, Jerome Witt and Jack Eustice were two of the top 
award winners at the annual Janesville athletic banquet.

Group of nine 
attend prom

Panther 
batters 
superior

1923 
-While in Rochester Mrs. Willis visited the new high school building. 

The school exhibition was in full swing. It was a most enjoyable experi-
ence. Robert miner acted as guide and conducted her over the building, 
explaining with pardonable pride the many advantages enjoyed by the 
pupils she was particularly interested by the youngsters in the depart-
ment of agriculture, who were giving lectures and answering questions 
on various subjects, such as milk testing, spraying, cutting and curing 
meats, pruning, and grafting. 

-The following is an excerpt on a historical column about an old set-
tlement called Plum Valley: Of the four families that came to Plum Val-
ley with us in 1855, L. B. Osgood, a whole-souled man and good 
neighbor with a noble wife, later sold to the Timlins, went south but later 
came back to Garden City, where he and his wife are now buried. I think, 
and where their second son, John, now lives. Asa, the youngest, lives in 
Lake Crystal with William, the oldest, in Portland, Oregon. 

-The ladies of the Methodist church will give a bake sale at Mr. 
Wiste’s meat market for the benefit of the Home Missionary society on 
Saturday, May 12th, at 9 o’clock in the morning. 

-Marriage licenses issued for the week ending May 7th are as follows: 
Ewald H. Fetter, Steele County, and Alice C. Baterls; Extra H. Carlton 
and Nellie Louise Parrish. 

1948 
-Crews from the mankato Office of the State Employment Service are 

starting to cover all high schools and all towns near canning factories in 
order to secure the largest possible number of local workers for the can-
ning season. It has been a practice of the canning companies to use local 
help as much as possible. This preseason registration of people interested 
in canning factory work enables both the canning factory and the Em-
ployment Service to plan accurately the number of people who must be 
brought in from outside areas to complete the canning operation. 

-The Janesville High School baseball team won their second straight 
game of the season on the home grounds Tuesday afternoon in defeating 
Ellendale H.S. by a score of 9-3. Billie Quast, Janesville chucker, had a 
big day, whiffing 13 of the opposing batsmen and giving up only three 
hits. 

-Miss Dorothy C. Kanne of the Isco Livewires 4-H Club and Larry 
Doyle of the Waldorf Peppy Peppers were chosen king and queen at the 
Better Grooming Contest, held at the Waseca Community Building on 
Thursday evening, May 6. Dorothy and Larry will represent Waseca 
County at the state event, to be held at University Farm, St. Paul, during 
the week of June 7. Nineteen girls and twenty boys representing their 
respective clubs in the county took part in the contest. 

1973 
-Four hundred Janesville voters went to the polls Tuesday and rejected 

the Sunday Liquor option by a narrow 18-vote margin. If the option 
would have passed, the Village Council could have issued licenses to 
sell liquor here on Sunday. As it turned out, voters in the second ward 
(everyone who lives north of Second Street) did approve the option by 
five votes. However, a great majority of voters in the first ward turned 
thumbs down on the proposal and make it fail when votes from both 
wards were counted. 

-Fifteen seniors will be recognized as honor graduates when the Class 
of 1973 holds commencement here May 31. The list of honor students 
includes ten girls and give boys and is headed by Colleen Jewison, 
daughter of Mr. And Mrs. Joe Jewison. Graduating second in the class, 
academically, is Barbara Arnold, daughter of Mr. And Mrs. Cyril Arnold. 
The thirteen other honor graduates, listed alphabetically, are David Blas-
ing, Terry Cahill, John Eustice, John Jewison, Janey Manthey, Cindy 
Miller, Barbara Mulcahey, Debra Priem, Rebecca Schultz, Jane Sexton, 
Beverly Tolzman, Tom Trahms and Ann Wagner. 

-Jack Eustice and Jerome Witt were the two top award winners at the 
annual Janesville Athletic Banquet Thursday night. Eustice won the cov-
eted Jack Dahl Memorial Award and was named Most Valuable Wrestler. 
Witt was named Most Valuable Player for both football and basketball.  

1998 
-An urgent 911 call reporting a two-car accident on Highways 3 and 

14 in Janesville broadcasts over the speakers as the sounds of cries echo 
from two crashed cars. This chilling scene was just the beginning of a 
mock crash produced and presented by the Janesville Police Department 
on Thursday, May 7, at the Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton High School 
football field. After what seemed like 20 minutes, and was in reality only 
two to three minutes, the Janesville police arrived on the scene, soon 
followed by the Janesville Fire and Rescue Squad. Although this was 
just a simulation, the scene was all too real for local police officers and 
rescue volunteers. 

-Travis Anderson accompanied nine juniors to the 1998 Janesville-
Waldorf-Pemberton High School Prom on Saturday, May 9. A perfect 
escort, Anderson presented each of the girls with a flower before the 
grand march. 

-Luther College senior Aaron Sheehan of Janesville has been inducted 
into the Luther chapter of Pi Kappa Lanbda. Sheehan is the son of David 
and Judith Sheehan of Janesville. He is pursuing a major in music. 

-Glenville-Emmons showed the Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton soft-
ball team why it is among the top teams in the Gopher Conference this 
season. The Wolverines belted JWP 11-1 and 14-4 in a pair of five-in-
ning games at Glenville during the April 27 doubleheader.

OUTSTANDING FOOTBALL — In 1973, Jeff Reese, co-captain of the New Richland-Hartland 
football team, was chosen by his teammates as the outstanding football player. He accepts the 
trophy from head coach Jim Simser at the team’s banquet. Reese was also chosen as the out-
standing basketball player for the Cardinals.
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An estimated two hundred people 
enjoyed a nice, fresh salad luncheon 
at First Congregational Church in 
Waseca on Friday, May 5 starting at 
11 a.m. 

Salads of all kinds were served, 
from the traditional lettuce-based to 
pasta and fruit. Nearly any conceiv-
able flavor or style of salad seemed 
to be available as an option. Along 
with the varieties of salads, was an 
equally expansive selection of bars 
for dessert. 

Volunteers came from three gen-
erations. Even though it was a Fri-
day, a few high schoolers 
volunteered to help out as they were 
given the day off from school. 

While there was never a crowd, 
the luncheon featured a steady 
stream of people enjoying food. 

“We often see about 200 people 
come each year to enjoy the salad 

luncheon,” Pastor Ken Andrs ex-
plained. 

The salad luncheon has been a tra-
dition at First Congregational 
Church for so long that many could-
n’t recall when it began. “I’ve been 
here 35 years, and I’m pretty sure it 
was going on before my time,” one 
congregant claimed. 

One longtime member named 
Millie figured this year marked the 
38th annual salad luncheon at the 
church. 

As part of the luncheon, there was 
also a raffle for a free quilt bed en-
semble. After the luncheon, Marilyn 
Rucker was declared the winner.
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By PASTOR KEN ANDRS 
I owe my Mom my life.  Mainly 

from the fact that she is my birth 
mother, but also for not ending my 
life when it would have been so 
much easier.  I put my mom 
through a lot over the years and 
was glad that she was a nurse who 
took care of my bumps and bruises 
when I got into situations where 
bumps and bruises were required 
to learn. 

We approach Mother’s day this 
year with a sense of community, 
relationship, hope, and joy.  After 
a long hard winter, a late spring, 
and such busy-ness that not every-
thing got done that we wanted to 
get done.  Now we get to slow 
down for just a few minutes, take 
time apart from the details of life, 
allow mom to rest, and celebrate 
the good that she brings to our 
lives. 

I am not naïve though; I under-
stand that parents can bring good 
to our lives by knowing our 
strengths and weaknesses, but at 
the same time could cause us deep 
hurts.  I would encourage you to 
look to the good that family brings, 
and when there are hurts forgive 
and be forgiven.  We cannot 
change how we were treated by 
our parents, but we can look to our 
best parent to find healing, hope, 
and strength to forgive. 

At the same time, I want to ac-
knowledge the hurts of the day that 
is called Mother’s day.  There are 
those that long to be mothers, those 
that have lost children, those that 
can’t speak to their children and 
many more that struggle with the 
idea of motherhood.  To those in 
this situation, I see you and see 
your value, you are loved. 

The bible gives us expectations 
for our mothers, things they can 
strive for.  We have been given 
great power to encourage the 

women in our life this weekend, no 
matter their parental status.  So 
take time to read Proverbs 31 and 
share with the women in your life 
how they reflect God’s glory in 
that passage. 

 
Proverbs 31:28-31 
28 Her children arise and call 

her blessed; 
    her husband also, and he 

praises her: 
29 "Many women do noble 

things, 
    but you surpass them all." 
30 Charm is deceptive, and 

beauty is fleeting; 
    but a woman who fears 

the Lord is to be praised. 
31 Give her the reward she has 

earned, and let her works bring her 
praise at the city gate. 

 
Thank you mothers for bringing 

us into this world and having 
enough patience to not take us out 
of it.  Thank you women for the 
love you have shown to us, no 
matter if you have had children, we 
appreciate you and your care.  May 
God continue to work in and 
through you as you share your life 
with us.

More than 30 church members volunteered for the 38th annual salad luncheon at First Congre-
gational Church on Friday, May 5. With the day off from school, Waseca high schoolers helped 
serve some of the salads at the luncheon.                     Photo courtesy of First Congregational Church

 
CHRIST COMMUNITY 

CHURCH 
2200 4th St NE, Waseca 

507-835-2235 
Service times 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
4TH STREET EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH 
605 4th St NE, Waseca 

507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew 
Isker) 

Worship Sundays 10 a.m 
*     *     * 

FAITH UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

801 4th Ave NE, Waseca 
507-835-3167 

Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m. 
*     *     * 

CHRIST THE KING LU-
THERAN CHURCH 

309 6th St NE, Waseca 
507-835-9176 

Worship Sundays 9 a.m., 10:15 a.m. 
Sunday School/Fellowship 

*     *     * 
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca 

507-833-1703 
Sundays 9:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
314 4th Ave NE, Waseca 

507-835-2647 
Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 

CHURCH 
503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca 

507-835-4548 (office email: 
1cwaseca@hickorytech.net) 

Worship Sunday 10 a.m. 
*     *     * 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-835-1709 
Worship Sunday 9 a.m. 

*     *     * 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 

CHURCH 
111 4th St NW, Waseca 

507-835-1222 
Worsihp Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sun-

days 8:00 and 10:00 a.m., weekdays 
8:30 a.m. Tues., Wed. and Fri., 7:00 

a.m. Thurs. 
*     *     * 

REAL LIFE CHURCH 
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-607-8245 
Sundays 9 and 10:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-835-4640 
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 

1221 8th St SE, Waseca 
507-835-2213 

Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00 
p.m. 

*     *     * 
CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY 
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-833-1082 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun 
Evening 6:00 p.m., Wed. evening 

6:30 p.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota  
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, 
Choir and Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship 
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters 
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Otisco, Minnesota 

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor  
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study 
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
TRINITY EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Mary Iverson 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, 
Sunday School; 10 a.m. Coffee 
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting 
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirma-
tion; 7 p.m. Council meeting 

*     *     * 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Pastor Pamela Jensen 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

LESUEUR RIVER 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Pastor Dan Kordahl 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 *     *     * 
VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Pastor Dan Kordahl 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

VISTA EVANGELICAL 
COVENANT CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Brian Schanil Pastor 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. 
Sunday School 
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe 
Ministry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires 

and Yard Games, 6 p.m. until dark 
*     *     * 

ALL SAINTS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Father Brian Mulligan 

Saturday - 5 p.m. Mass 
*     *     * 

FIRST LUTHERAN 
Missouri Synod 

Waldorf, Minnesota 
Rev. Michael Mathews, pastor 

Sundays: Sunday School 9 a.m., 
Bible Study 9:20 a.m., Worship 
10:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
Freedom Township 

Sunday – 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST 

Pastor Ava Adams-Morris 
Waldorf, Minnesota  

Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Father Brian Mulligan 
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

Wilton Township 
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor 

Sunday – 10:30  a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

THE CHURCH of JESUS 
CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
Brad Donner, Branch President 

Waseca, Minnesota 
www.lds.org 

Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 
11:20 a.m. Sunday School 
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activ-
ities, ages 12-18 

 *         *        * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
412 N. Main Street, Janesville 

Interhim Pastor 
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. 
Worship 

Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible 
Class, 10:00 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
JANESVILLE UNITED METH-

ODIST CHURCH 
401 N. West St., Janesville 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Morristown 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 10:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

307 W. 2nd St, Janesville 
Father Brian Mulligan 

10 a.m. - Mass 
*     *     * 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
300 Owen St., Janesville 

Pastor Sarah Krolak 
*     *     * 

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL 
CHURCH 

Alma City, Minnesota 
Vacancy 

Sunday = 1 p.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LU-
THERAN CHURCH 

Smiths Mill, Minnesota 
Vacancy 

Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship 

 *         *        * 
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN 

CHURCH ELCA 
404 30 120th St. Waseca 

Pastor Sarah Krolak 
507-234-6463  

Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second 
sunday “Young at heart”  
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation 

*     *     * 
 

    NOTE: CHANGES IN 
CHURCH CALENDARS MUST 
BE MADE BY NOTIFICATION 
FROM A MEMBER OF THE 
CONGREGATION TO THE 
WASECA COUNTY PIONEER.

By SANTIAGO RAMIREZ 
OCAMPO 

A week ago, we arrived in Bo-
gota, the capital of Colombia, our 
time in Minnesota came to an 
end, and at the moment of leav-
ing the United States, we felt 
very calm and at peace with the 
decision we had made because, 
from the first moment, we have 
believed that it comes from God. 
As human beings that we are, 
with the capacity to think and the 
reason that we have, we felt con-
fident and motivated to return to 
Colombia because it is our coun-
try, and somehow the blood calls 
and the customs have accompa-
nied us in our young life. The 
memories that we had were a sig-
nificant part of the gasoline of 
our day to day. 

Landing on the plane was 
much easier than landing our life 
has been in these first few days. 
Leaving Waseca, Faribault, and 
Blue Earth counties, which we 
traveled through the most, and 
arriving in a city of approx-
imately eight million people has 
been somewhat chaotic. Before 
coming here, I thought I had 
missed the chaos. However, I re-
alized that life in Minnesota is 
generally very organized and that 
winter invites even more order. 
Coming from 6 months in which 
at least one day in each of those 
months snowed, and life settled 
around such cold temperatures, 
too, in one week, seeing chaos 
and eagerness made my wife and 
I sit and reflect on the future, as 
our human brains (my wife's and 
mine, I mean) thought we were 
prepared for this return, and the 
truth is that we were not. 

From sitting down to talk 
about our first week back in Co-
lombia, I have two reflections to 
share with you. The first is that 
we forgot to rest. This statement 
makes me think of the people of 
Israel when they left Egypt and 
were in the desert; At the same 
time, they saw God's wonders 
and complained against Him to 
the point of saying that it would 
have been better to stay in Egypt 
working and eating than to be in 
the desert dying of hunger (ac-
cording to them). God freed them 
from slavery, but they wanted, at 
least in their hearts, to return to 
Egypt; that story made me think: 
are we not identical to the people 
of Israel? I cannot see my slav-
ery, yet God gives me freedom, 
and I complain and long to return 
to slavery because I feel more 
comfortable in it. I say this be-
cause since we planned our re-
turn to Colombia, God has 
provided everything for us to 
rest, and last week, in the most 
stupid way, we sought to occupy 
ourselves to the point that Sun-
day came and we were utterly ex-
hausted physically, emotionally, 
and spiritually. Everything was 
there to rest, and we didn't know 
how to do it. 

The second and final reflection 
is: thank God for our friends. 
Amid these days when we feel, 
as I just shared with you, God has 
blessed us with a couple of 
friends where we are staying. 
Their love in receiving us, shar-
ing with us all they have, opening 
their ears to listen to us, and ad-
vising us in love and with the 
firmness of truth are a gift from 
God.

Peace in return 
to Colombia

Thank you to 
all the mothers

 “Thank you 
mothers for bring-
ing us into this 
world and having 
enough patience 
not to take us out 
of it.” 

— Pastor Ken Andrs

Good 
food, 
crowd
Over 200 at 
salad lunch

A stream of about 200 people enjoyed the salad luncheon at 
First Congregational Church. 

Pioneer photo by Michael Roy

(507) 835-3790   wasecafloral.com 
It’s Spring!
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Johnson 
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
OPERATING IN  

WASECA, STEELE,  
FREEBORN  

COUNTIES 

johnsonrents.com

2318 Hoffman Path
Mankato, MN 259,900

PENDINGPENDING

912 North State Street
Waseca, MN 125,000

PENDINGPENDING

608 Northwood Place
Janesville, MN 279,900

SOLDSOLD

108 N. Main, Janesville, MN
Cell: (507) 833-3333

Linda Johnson

The Smart Way to sell your home!
Locally Owned!

The Buyers & Sellers Best Choice!

402 W North Street
Janesville 297,9500

NEWNEW

308 N Teal Street
Janesville 169,500

PENDINGPENDING

Moving SaleMoving Sale

wheelchair, knee scooter, furniture, blower/vac, 
weedeater, bikes, snowblower, lawn mower, food 
processor, mixer, lots of other kitchen stuff, home 
decorating, lawn chairs, pool toys, outdoor needs, 
and lots of household and seasonal items!

 Priced to sell!   
901 10th Ave NW, Waseca

May 19th ..... 3:30 pm - 8 pm
May 20th .. 7:00 am -2:00pm

SWEET SOMMERS VFW POST 1642 

HOURS OF OPERATION  
SUN.– MON. CLOSED 
TUE.– WED.-3pm to 11pm Tue. Is Lady’s nite 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 from 4 to 6pm.  
THUR.—1pm to 11pm 
FRI.– SAT.-11am to 1 am  
POST & AUX MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license number 00385  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
 

3 
6pm  
BAR Bingo 

4    HALL 
7pm BINGO 

5 MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 7pm 
 

6 

7 8 7 pm Post & AUX. 
Meeting 
 
VE DAY 

9 
 

10 
6pm  
BAR Bingo 

11   HALL 
7pm BINGO 

12 MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 7pm 

13 
 ARMED FORCES 
WEEK 

14  ALL YOU can 
EAT Breakfast 
VFW 8:00am –Noon 
Your Host  Waseca  
VFW BASEBALL  
MOTHERS DAY 

15 
PEACE OFFICERS 
MEMORIAL DAY 

16 
 

17 
6pm  
BAR Bingo 

18   HALL 
7pm BINGO 

19 MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 7pm 
 

20 
ARMED FORCES 
DAY 

21 22 23 
 

24 
6pm  
BAR Bingo 

25     HALL 
7pm BINGO 

26 MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 7pm 

27 

28 29 
MEMORIAL DAY 

30 
 

31 
6pm  
BAR Bingo 

MONTH OF THE 
MILITARY CARE-
GIVER 

NATINAL MILI-
TARY APPRECIA-
TION MONTH 

 

May 2023 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNI-
TIES 

*DQ is now HIRING. To Inquire go to: 
fourteenfoods.net/playlikeachamp.  Or for 
more information visit the Guidance Of-
fice. 

*  *  * 
*Waseca Vet Clinic is HIRING!!! Do 

you have a love for cats and dogs? Are 
you a self-starter and able to work inde-
pendently? Waseca Vet Clinic is looking 
to fill a few Kennel Assistant Positions. 
Hours would include evenings, weekends 
and holidays, some morning shifts once 
summer arrives. Some duties include but 
are not limited to Feeding/Watering/Pick-
ing up/cleaning up after animals, dishes, 
and completing daily task lists. Please 
Stop into the High School Office or stop 
in to the Waseca Vet Clinic (1400 State St 
South) for an Application. You can also 
return the application to the School office 
or the Waseca Vet Clinic. We encourage 
anyone who may have applied in the past 
to reapply! 

*  *  * 
*Become a part of our Mc Family! 14-

15 y/o starting @ $10.60/hr, 16-17 y/o 
starting @ $12.00/hr, 18 y/o+ starting @ 
16.00/hr. We also offer tuition assistance, 
flexible schedule, free uniform and free 
meal program at work. Text “MN64” to 
38000 to apply TODAY! 

*  *  * 
*Mayo Clinic is hiring Environmental 

Service Technicians- Mayo Clinic invites 
HS students to start their life changing ca-
reer at Mayo Clinic. Students will play a 
vital role by ensuring a safe and clean en-
vironment for our patients, visitors, and 
staff each day by working with our Envi-
ronmental Services Department. 

https://jobs.mayoclinic.org/job/mank-
ato/environmental-services-technician-
high-school-student-opportunities/33647/
33896701712#content 

*  *  * 
*Yellow Mushroom is hiring Cooks 

and Servers for night and weekend hours.  
Applications are available at Yellow 
Mushroom, 1208 S. State St. 

*  *  * 
*ICAN Inc. of Waseca is hiring Part 

Time Personal Support Staff. Part Time 
positions can range from 7 – 29 hours a 
week. This position does include every 
other weekend. This is a great position if 
you are looking into the healthcare field, 
teaching, coaching, etc. 

ICAN is a premier residential service 
provider to individuals with disabilities. 
We provide training for all aspects of the 
job. ICAN is currently offering a $300 
hiring bonus after 6 months of employ-
ment. 

 To apply, go to www.icanmn.us or 
stop in our office, 118 North State Street 

Waseca. If you have any questions, you 
can contact us at 507.835.9140. 

 *  *  * 
* Lakeshore Rehabilitation Center has  

part-time server positions (16 years or 
older) for 3 pm-7 pm, part-time evening 
cook position for 11 am-7 pm (or any af-
ternoon hours the candidate would be able 
to work, part-time cook for the assisted 
living facility 9:30 am-1:30 pm. Inter-
ested candidates will need to apply on our 
website, monarchmn.com. On that page, 
click the header "Careers" and choose 
"Find a Monarch Career" under the drop 
down menu. From there, navigate to: 
"Current Openings>Culinary Services 
Aide Lakeshore" or "Culinary Services 
Cook, Lakeshore ALF".  The starting pay 
is $15.00. 

*  *  * 
SUMMER EMPLOYMENT  

OPPORTUNITIES: 
*Waseca County has an opening for a 

Weed Harvester position. This is a tempo-
rary position which is 40 hours a week 
(will not work nights or weekends). The 
job is about 6-8 weeks and starts in early 
June. The individual needs to be 18. The 
pay starts at $20.32 per hour. I have the 
application attached if you have a student 
that would be interested please let me 
know! Here is the link to the job descrip-
tion: 

https://www.co.waseca.mn.us/Jobs.asp
x?UniqueId=111&From=All&Communi-
tyJobs=False&JobID=Aquatic-Weed-
Harvesting-Operator-Seasona-165 

*  *  * 
*Southern Research and Outreach 

Center is hiring for grounds and mainte-
nance jobs for any students or others that 
might be interested?  You need to be 16+ 
years old to work here.  Pay is $15/hr.  
Typical schedule is 7:30 am to 4 pm for a 
40 hour work week.  If anyone has ques-
tions please  

Mobile: 507-461-6899 | Office: 507-
837-5615 

E-mail: jstenzel@umn.edu 
Website: www.sroc.cfans.umn.edu 

*  *  * 
*Fun, Summer Job Opportunities at 

Kiesler's Campground and RV Resort! 
We are hiring lifeguards, activities coordi-
nators and guest services team members 
- Learn more at www.kieslers.com/apply. 

*  *  * 
*University of MN Southern Research 

& Outreach Center has positions in Agro-
nomy, Soil Science and Groundskeeping 
available for this summer.  Must be 16 
years old. For more information call 507-
835-3620. Pick up, complete, and return 
an application to the SROC main office 
@ 35838 120th St. Waseca. 

HELP WANTED
STATE OF MINNESOTA  
COUNTY OF WASECA  
 

PROBATE COURT 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Probate Court Division 
Court File No. 81-PR-23-225 

 
In Re: Estate of 
Marcella Rae Goette,  
Decedent.  
 

ORDER AND NOTICE OF HEARING 
FOR FORMAL PROBATE OF WILL 

AND APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE IN UNSUPER-

VISED ADMINISTRATION AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS 

 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
 
    It is Ordered and Notice is hereby given 
that on the 7th day of June, 2023, at 9:45 
a.m., a hearing will be held in the above 
named Court at 307 North State Street, 
Waseca, Minnesota by Zoom, for the for-
mal probate of an instrument purporting to 
be the will of the above named decedent, 
dated September 18, 1996, and for the 
appointment of Cynthia K. Christenson 
whose address is 308 7th Ave., PO Box 
37, Freeborn, MN 56032, as personal rep-
resentative of the estate of the above 
named decedent, in an unsupervised ad-
ministration. There will be no in person ap-
pearances. 

    Any objections thereto must be filed 
with the Court. That, if proper, and no ob-
jections are filed, personal representative 
will be appointed to administer the estate, 
to collect all assets, pay all legal debts, 
claims, taxes and expenses, and sell real 
and personal property, and do all nec-
essary acts for the estate. Upon comple-
tion of the administration, the 
representative shall file a final account for 
the allowance and shall distribute the es-
tate to the persons thereunto entitled as 
ordered by the Court and close the estate. 
    Notice is further given that ALL CRED-
ITORS having claims against said estate 
are required to present the same to said 
personal representative or to the Court 
Administrator within four months after the 

date of this notice or said claims will be 
barred. 
 

BY THE COURT: 
/s/Carol M. Hanks 

Judge of District Court 
Shannon M. Asselin  
Court Administrator 

 
PATTON, HOVERSTEN & BERG, P.A. 
William L. Hoversten (47478) 
215 Elm Ave E, PO Box 249 
Waseca, MN 56093-0249 
Phone: 507-835-5240 
 
    (Published in the Waseca Pioneer Fri-
day, May 11 and 18, 2023.) 

—————*—————

LEGAL NOTICE

Got news? 
507-837-6767
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By JONAH STAFFORD 
Staff Writer 

Guests enjoyed an evening of 
mayhem at the 1950s Murdery 
Mystery Dinner, held at the Star-
fire Event Center in Waseca Fri-
day night.  

“This is hopefully the first of 
many,” said Mindy Jiminez, the 
Starfire’s owner. Jiminez says she 
intends to make murder mys-
teries a monthly occurrence in 
Waseca and has planned a 1980s-
themed one to take place at Club 
57 on June 25. 

After being served diner-style 
cheeseburgers, fries, and milk-
shakes, guests partook in a three-
round murder mystery game.  

The mystery set before the 
guests took place in 1955 and 
concerned four warring gangs of 
teenagers in Fontaine City: the 
D-Birds, the Pink Chicks, the Pit 
Vipers, and the Black Widows. 
When Sandra (Aubrey Kelling), 
one of the Pink Chicks, turned up 
dead from a poisoned milkshake, 
tensions between the factions 
mounted. 

Each character had a reason to 
want Sandra dead, ranging from 

turf wars to relationship drama to 
jealousy over a prom queen title. 

At the end of the night, guests 
circled up to make their final 
guesses as to who poisoned San-
dra’s milkshake. Finchy (Bonnie 
Miller), one of Sandra’s fellow 
Pink Chicks, turned out to be the 
killer, doing the deed to cover her 
tracks after getting caught cheat-
ing on her homework. 

In real life, Miller and Kelling 
are mother and daughter, making 
this plot twist all the more intri-
guing. Gene Miller, Bonnie’s 
husband and Kelling’s father, 
was also part of the murder mys-
tery game.  

After the game wrapped up, 
guests enjoyed great photo op-
portunities;  a classic car and a 
backdrop were set up in the Star-
fire Event Center.  

Check Out Wakefield Pork 
On Indeed, Facebook

or call 507-237-5581 

Professions In Pork

Experience 
It For 

Yourself

 Matthew Petsinger, Agent 
 Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC 
 101 State St S, Waseca 
 MRPAgencyLLC.com 
 mpetsing@amfam.com   

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 ©2021 20504 – 12/21 – 16554773

*Customers who bundle auto and homeowners insurance policies with American Family  
Insurance may save up to 23% on both policies together (as of October 2021).

YOU DESERVE THE VERY BEST
American Family is proud to be named one of America’s Best 

Insurance Companies of 2022 by Forbes. Plus, when you bundle 
your home and auto insurance with us, you may save up 

to 23% on both policies together!*

Contact me today to learn more about our customizable insurance options.

YOU DESERVE THE VERY BEST
American Family is proud to be named one of America’s Best 

Insurance Companies of 2022 by Forbes. Plus, when you bundle 
your home and auto insurance with us, you may save up 

to 23% on both policies together!*

Contact me today to learn more about our customizable insurance options.

By MICHAEL ROY 
Editor 

Vibrant Chiropractic had good 
reason to celebrate this past Friday, 
May 5. 

The day marked four years since 
Dr. Mackenzie Hoy started her 
chiropractic business and nearly a 
year and a half since the business 
had a physical location in Waseca. 
To celebrate, Vibrant Chiropractic 
held an open house from 4-6:30 
p.m. 

Hoy’s first experience with chi-
ropractic medicine was when she 
had to visit a chiropractor in high 
school after starting to feel pains in 
her back at a cheer camp. While 
she was “amazed by the body’s 
ability to get better with adjust-
ments to the spine,” she never con-
sidered becoming a chiropractor 
herself. 

“I had always wanted to work in 
a profession that helps people feel 
better,” she says in her biography. 

After being rejected from enter-
ing a nursing program, she figured 
it was a sign that she wasn’t meant 
to be a nurse. “So, I did what any 
20-year-old college student would 
do,” she explains. “I decided to 
pick a major that would still get 
me out in four years and trusted 
God would take care of the rest.” 

When Hoy was a junior in col-
lege, a chiropractor visited one of 
her classes to explain his business. 
According to her, it was the first 
time a “holistic model of health” 
made sense. 

She turned her attention toward 
the career field “and never looked 
back,” she says. 

The rest is history. 
After getting her Bachelor of 

Science degree from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Eau Claire in 
December of 2014, she attended 
Life University in Marietta, Geor-
gia in September of 2015, earning 
her Doctorate of Chiropractic in 
March of 2019. 

She now recommends everyone 
consider visiting a chiropractor for 
various reasons, including even 
such surprising options as the in-
ability to get pregnant or the feel-
ing that one may need allergy 
shots. And it’s not because she’s 
trying to sell her own business. It’s 
because she’s seen the results her-
self. 

“I got consistent care,” she re-
members of that early experience. 
Though she once believed the 
shoulder pain from her cheerlead-
ing injury would be with her for 
life, it went away–and so did some 
persistent allergy symptoms. 

Her training and time have led 
to four years in the chiropractic 
business, as well as over a year of 
being at her current location on 
State Street. 

As part of the open house cele-
brations, there were a free yoga 
session, a photo booth, a do-it-
yourself tie-dye shirt station, and 
food provided by Blake’s Bettor 
Spread, a food truck from Waseca. 

Good reason 
to celebrate

Third 
annual 
mingle

An energetic fill-the-house crowd 
gathered at The Mill on Friday, May 
5 to celebrate Cinco de Mayo  from 
4 to 7 p.m. Sponsored by the Mat-
thew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC, the 
Third Annual Margarita Mingle of-
fered something for all ages. A 
bounce house and bean bag games 
were set up for children, sponsored 
That One Place Athletics. Authentic 
Mexican food was served by Lucia’s 
Cocina; Margarita Flights were of-
fered by Abbe Hoehn.  

Along with the luscious food and 
visiting, a highlight of the evening 
was the Latin music performed by 
Mona Montenegro. Dressed in a tra-
ditional white dress with green, red 

and yellow trim, she raised the roof 
with her rendition of two traditional 
songs, Los Laureles and Andale.  

“This is just one way we would 

like to show our support to the com-
munity and provide everyone with a 
relaxing evening of good music, 
great food, and an opportunity to get 

to know our incredible neighbors,”   
Matthew Petsinger said.  The event 
was open to the general public.

The Matthew Petsinger Agency sponsored its third annual “Margarita Mingle” community get-
together at The Mill on Friday, May 5.                   

PINK CHICKS- Four gangs played a part in the live-action mystery presented at the Starfire Event 
Center May 5. Pictured here are the  “Pink Chicks.”                            Pioneer photo by Jonah Stafford

Aubrey Kelling and Bonnie Miller (as Sandra and Finchy 
Pioneer photo by Jonah Stafford

Cookies were available during the grand opening of Vi-
brant Chiropractic to commemorate four years since Mac-
kenzie Hoy started the business. 

Vibrant Chiropractic grand opening

Murder and 
Mayhem  
in Waseca
Starfire hosts live 
action mystery

Got news? • 837-6767 •  
news@wasecacountypioneer.com

Visitors could buy t-shirts as they arrived at Vibrant Chiro-
practic’s open house on Friday, May 5. Further on, they could 
individualize it at the do-it-yourself tie-dying station.   

Pioneer photos by Michael Roy
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LIVE AUCTION WEBSITE & SHOP
FOR LOCALS, BY LOCALS!

Turn your quality used items into 
extra cash at WaSeekers! No wait 
time. Write a description, bring 
your items in and they will go on 
WaSeekers next auction!

Items we sell? Just about anything! 
WaSeekers takes in new & gently used 
consignments from people just like you, 
lists them on our online auction platform, 
& displays them in our safe & secure store.

Important notice: 
All items are subject to a 10% seller’s commission 
with listing fees as follows: No listing fee for 
items selling for $25 or more; $5 listing fee for 
items selling for $24.99 or less; $25 reserve fee. 
Reserve Fee will not be charged if reserve is met.

Complete listings waseekersonlineauction.com 
or in person at: 1372 South State Street, Waseca

507-833-SEEK(7335) 
Store hours: W-T-F: 10 am – 6 pm, Sat: 9 am – noon

Place bids, view pictures & descriptions of items in weekly online auctions, & 
inspect any active auction items at our safe & secure physical location!!

Contact Tina Mittelsteadt 507-351-4608 
tina@waseekersonlineauction.com

NEW AUCTION 
EVERY WEEK! 

NEXT ONE ENDS:
WEDNESDAY

MAY 17th, 8 pm WASEEKERONLINEAUCTION.COM
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Pantheon Computers, a leading provider of cut-
ting-edge computing solutions, is pleased to an-
nounce the promotion of Reyna Monson to the 
position of President. Jon Stagman, the owner of 
Pantheon Computers, stated that "as Pantheon 
continues to grow, it is necessary to split certain 
job roles to serve our business and clients well." 
In her new role, Reyna will have oversight of all 
areas of the business. 

Reyna has been an integral part of the Pantheon 
team since 2010. She has played a vital role in the 
company's success and has been instrumental in 
developing and implementing innovative 
strategies that have contributed significantly to 
Pantheon's maturity. 

"Reyna's extensive experience, coupled with her 
excellent leadership skills, make her the perfect 
candidate for this role," said Jon Stagman. "I have 

full confidence in her ability to take on this new 
challenge and continue to drive our business for-
ward." 

As President, Reyna will be responsible for 
overseeing all aspects of Pantheon's operations, in-
cluding sales, marketing, product development, 
and customer service. She will work closely with 
Stagman, who will continue to serve as Pantheon's 
Visionary, in the CEO seat. 

"I am honored to take on this new role at Pan-
theon Computers," said Reyna Monson. "I am ex-
cited about the opportunity to lead this incredible 
team of talented professionals and work together 
to achieve our company's goals. With Jon's guid-
ance and support, I am confident that we will con-
tinue to grow and succeed in the years to come." 

About Pantheon Computers 
Pantheon Computers is a leading provider of in-

formation technology solutions serving Southern 
Minnesota from offices in Waseca, Mankato, 
Rochester, Faribault, and Albert Lea. The com-
pany is committed to delivering innovative pro-
ducts and services that meet the evolving needs of 
its customers. With a strong focus on customer sat-
isfaction, Pantheon Computers has established it-
self as a trusted partner for businesses seeking 
reliable and advanced technology solutions.

The week of May 14-20, 2023 has 
been set aside to honor, remember 
and support the law enforcement and 
those who gave their lives in the line 
of duty. When Marty Johnson 
learned there was such a week he 
started to inquire what was being 
planned for area enforcement for 
Waseca. 

“I asked around town and found 
out there were no events being 
planned,” Johnson said. “So I asked 
some people I knew with food trucks 

that if I found a location, would they 
want to be part of an event.” 

Just as Marty figured, they all said 
yes. 

Johnson then set out to find a lo-
cation, “I contacted Ace Hardware, 
NAPA and the Boxcar to get their 
permission to set up in their parking 
lots for this event. Once again, they 
all agreed with no hesitation.” 

When asked who he is so passion-
ate about creating this event, Johnson 
responded, “I am an unapologetic 

supporter of our law enforcement 
and have wanted to do something as 
my way of saying ‘thanks’ for their 
service and what they do for us day 
in and day out. I wanted to let them 
know that despite what the media 
portrays, there are many people who 
care about and support them. It’s the 
absolute very least I can do.” 

All American Gyros, Kelm BBQ 
and Polly’s Pantry are rounding out 
the food trucks on Saturday, May 
20th from 11-7 p.m. in the parking 

lots of Ace Hardware, Napa Auto 
Parts and Boxcar Bar. Kwik Trip 
West is also helping to sponsor this 
event. 

“Come out to enjoy some food and 
fellowship while honoring our area 
officers,” said Johnson. For more in-
formation, you can reach Marty at 
martyrichardjohnson@gmail.com 

Pantheon has  
new president

Unapologetic support for law enforcement

By JONAH STAFFORD 
Staff Writer 

Local wood carver Robin War-
burton is opening an exhibition at 
the Waseca Art Center’s Beckman 
Gallery this Friday, May 12, with 
a welcoming reception from 5 to 7 
p.m. This display was made with 
support from an artist grant from 
the Prairie Lakes Regional Arts 
council, which receives funding 
from the McKnight Foundation. 

Warburton specializes in realis-
tic sculptures of birds, which is 
what she will be displaying in 
Waseca. She has been featured in 
Cage and Aviary Birds Magazine, 
a publication based in the United 
Kingdom; she is widely recog-
nized for both her artistic acumen 
and her dedication to wildlife 
causes. She supports owl conser-
vation and is involved in a move-
ment to protect Duluth’s Sax-Zim 
Bog, which provides habitat for 
many kinds of birds. 

While Wartburton enjoys sculpt-
ing all types of birds, she says owls 
are her absolute favorite. In 
March, Warburton was a featured 

artist at the International Owl 
Center’s Festival of Owls. 

Warburton started carving in 
2011 using knives but did not pro-
duce very many sculptures at first 
because “it was too slow.”  Ho-
wever, she became increasingly in-
terested over time. 

“I decided I really liked this 
form of art after I saw a carving 
exhibit in 2014 in Rochester,” said 
Warburton. 

Her artistry really got going in 
2015, when she switched to carv-
ing with power tools. Around this 
time, she began studying books 
and magazines about carving and 
took a master class with carver 
Floyd Scholz.  

“After learning the steps, it is 
just practice, practice, practice,” 
said Warburton. 

Warburton will be demonstrat-
ing how she carves a flammulated 
owl (one with flame-shaped mark-
ings) at the Waseca Art Center 
from 5 to 7 p.m. on Friday, May 
19, at a special event titled “See 
How It’s Created.” Her exhibit will 
remain open through June 23. 

Local wood carver Robin Warburton is opening an exhi-
bition at the Waseca Art Center’s Beckman Gallery Friday, 
May 12.

Reyna Monson

Local carver’s 
work displayed 
at Art Center
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Kloe Wadd, Tegan Flatau, and Isabelle Wilhelmi

Waseca Drama Department’s Mamma Mia!

Dancing during the performance of “Voulez Vous,” in the front, are Jackie Mathern, Tegan Flatau, Ava Omtvedt, Cece Bjerke, Aubree Hansen, Avery Madsen

Addison Wieseler, Cece Huttemier, Thyme Lang

Cece Huttemier

Layla Keith, Sophie Chawra, Lindsey Kopetzki

Aubree Hansen, Korbin Schumacher, Sarah Robbins

Lindsey Kopetzki

JD Delgado and Lindsey Kopetzki

Sadie Schimming, Will King, 
Elijah Miller, Cece Bjerke

Korbin Schumacher and Lindsey Kopetzki

Cejay Pickett, Andrés Vásquez, Nathanael Andrs, Kiera Landrum

Korbin Schumacher and Cece Huttemier Addison Wieseler, Cece Huttemier, Thyme Lang

Barb & Mark Buker

Personalized 
PRINTINGPRINTING  
&APPAREL

100 S. STATE ST - WASECA MN
PHONE: (507) 835-7565

INFO@PPRINTWASECA.COM

PRINTPRINT

LOCAL!LOCAL!

WE PRINT

& DESIGN

... & EMBROIDER T-SHIRTS, 
HATS, UNIFORMS, CAPS, 
WORKWEAR, WARMUPS, 

JACKETS, CHILDREN’S 
APPAREL, TEAM & CREW 

APPAREL, MAGNETS, SIGNS 
...AND EVERYTHING ELSE!

Always Here To Help!
Local & Loyal, Buy and Sell –

and we know the area!
We can show anyone’s listing!

BLAIR NELSON
Owner/Realtor
(507) 213-1100
BlairNelsonReMax@gmail.com

BLAIN NELSON
Owner/Realtor
(507) 837-9851
BlainNelson1@gmail.com

# 1  i n  t h e  W o r l d

Each REMAX® o�ce is independently owned and operated.

Daniel J.
Johnson
���������	



�

Our Services
• Tax Planning & Return Preparation Services
• Estate and Trust Planning & Tax Preparation
• Financial Planning
• Accounting Services
• Bookkeeping
• Payroll Services

Hours: 
Mon - Thu

8 am - 4 pm
Fri

8 am - 12 pm

115 North State Street, 
Waseca, MN 56093
(507) 201-2484   

I’m Daniel J. Johnson. For the past 
13 years, I’ve proudly served our 
community by o昀ering personal-
ized accounting services for you 
and your small business. From 

tax preparation and bookkeeping 
to 昀nancial planning, I’m here to 
provide you with professional, 

trustworthy, and reliable assistance. 
Let’s work together and make your 

昀nancial dreams a reality!

JAY’S AUTO SERVICE

JAY LONGENEKER
507-380-6359

228 3rd Ave N, Waldorf, MN 56091
jaysautoserviceinc@gmail.com

OWNER

INC

REALTOR
507-371-7064 

jodiethompson@edinarealty.com
jodiethompson.edinarealty.com

Jodie Thompson
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