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Preliminary
county levy
set at 3%

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher
The Waseca County Board of
Commissioners approved a pre-
liminary tax levy increase of 3%,

during its second regular
monthly meeting on Tuesday,
September 20.

After approval of the agenda,
an amendment to the minutes
from the June 7 meeting, regard-
ing the cost of crop damage, was
approved. Accounts payable
(bills) were approved.

A Riparian Protection cost-
share contract for the Water and
Sediment Control Basin system
for 64 acres of cover crops in
Alton Township within a %> mile
of County Ditch 30, for a total
cost of $2,564 was approved
with funds coming from the De-
partment of Revenue for “buffer
law implementation and ripari-
ation protection.”

Waseca County Emergency
Management has been awarded
$19,077.00 for the 2021 Emer-
gency Management Prepared-
ness Grant (EMPG) from
Minnesota Homeland Security.
The grant requires a 50% match
which goes toward emergency
management wages. The com-
missioners approved the agree-
ment and the matching funds.

The board approved a request
for the removal of 158 acres of
land owned by Timothy E.
Fischer and 7 acres of land
owned by David W. and Deanna
Kuhns from the Exclusive Agri-
cultural Use Zone Restrictive
Covenant. Properties enrolled in
the program received a reduction
in real estate taxes equal to $1.50
per acre per year. The amount of
the reduction is reimbursed by
the state of Minnesota.

During a public hearing re-
viewing a Waseca County swim-
ming pool ordinance, the county
repealed language which would
have exempted the City of
Waseca from some required
water testing parameters, which
would have left the pool in a
state of noncompliance. The new
language of the ordinance was
reviewed and approved by the
Minnesota Department of Health
and will correct the deficiency.

Traffic Marking Service has
completed the re-stripe of se-
lected county roads and County
State Aid Highways, an annual
maintenance effort. The board
approved a final payment of
$6,600, bringing the total
amount paid to $67,351, which
actually came in less than the es-
timate of $88,465, thanks to the
paint being less expensive than
anticipated. All work has been
completed in accordance with
the project specifications: Ap-
proximately 81 miles of county
roadways were re-striped, in-
cluding the pavement messages
on CSAH No. 14 between Janes-
ville and Waseca.

The original contract funding
was proposed to utilize approx-
imately $27,000 of Coronavirus
Response & Relief Supplemen-
tal Appropriations Act
(CRRSAA) to fund the amount

County continued on 2

A word from
The Word /"

And let the peace
of Christ rule in
your hearts, to
which indeed you
were called in one
body. And be thank-

ful.
Colossians 3:15

Waseca woman dies in fire

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher

Debra Jean Mulcahy, 58, died at
the scene last Wednesday after what
is believed to be an electrical short
caused a fire in the garage attached
to her residence at 500 Ninth Avenue
NW, filling the house with smoke.
Mulcahy was extracted from the
home by Waseca firefighters re-
sponding to a 9-1-1 call from her
husband, Gary, who, according to
unnamed sources, had returned home
shortly after 6 p.m. to find the door-
knob hot to the touch.

The reported cause of the fire is

still under investigation.

According to the Waseca Fire De-
partment, officers of the Waseca Po-
lice Department arrived and were
unable to enter the home because of
heavy smoke. When members of the
Waseca Fire Department arrived,
they entered the home and extricated
Mulcahy, who was unconscious and
could not be revived by emergency
responders’ efforts.

After emergency responders left
the scene, calls were received at 3
a.m. and 10 a.m. claiming that the
fire had reignited and smoke was
coming from the house; the first re-
port was accurate, but the 10 a.m. re-

port proved to be mistaken.

The fire and related death are
being investigated by a number of
agencies including the Minnesota
State Fire Marshal’s Office, the
Waseca Police Department, Waseca
Fire Department and Ramsey County
Medical Examiner’s Office. The
Waseca Fire Department was as-
sisted on scene by the Janesville Fire
Department, North Memorial Ambu-
lance, Waseca Police Department,
Waseca County Sheriff’s Office,
Minnesota State Fire Marshal’s Of-
fice, and Waseca County Sheriff’s
Office 9-1-1 Dispatchers. “We ex-
press our deepest condolences to the

family and friends of the victim in
their time of loss,” the Waseca Fire
Department said in a press release.

Numerous heartfelt comments
were posted on Facebook, as well as
on a tribute wall for Debra found on
Dennis Funeral Homes’ website.
Gary and Debra had reportedly been
married since shortly after high-
school.

“My sympathy to Gary Mulcahy.
I’m at a loss for words,” one com-
ment read. “Hugs to you and your
family, Gary,” another comment
said.

Keen
history

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher

“It is time our own name uniquely
identifies ourselves in the market-
place,” explained Bernie Gaytko,
president and chief executive officer
regarding the recent announcement
that First National Bank of Waseca is
now doing business as Keen Bank.

This is the third name change in
the history of the bank, which
opened as The Bank of Waseca in
1874. In 1892 it became Citizens
Bank, before becoming First Na-
tional Bank of Waseca in 1903.

The name change is not expected
to cause disruption for those who use
the bank’s services. Account
numbers, card numbers and routing
number will remain the same.

“We did not want our name
change to negatively impact our cus-
tomers,” Gaytko declares. “Cus-
tomers will receive new debit cards
in the near future and will be asked
to re-login into their mobile applica-
tion, and we are eager to help them
do that if needed.”

According to bank representatives,
the announcement of the new name
is among the final steps of a process
which began more than four years
ago.

“We’re a family owned and man-
aged community bank,” Gaytko ex-
plained. “But people got the
impression from our name that we
were part of a chain. The bank board
decided they wanted a name that re-
flected our independence and show
the community that we are invested
and will be around for a long time.”

Selecting the new name meant a
lot of research to get to what is the
heart and soul of the organization.

“That meant identifying our core
strengths —Responsive, Committed,
Caring,” observed Gaytko.

After many Google searches and

KEEN - First National Bank of Waseca is now officially Keen Bank. Above from left: President
Bernie Gaytko, Ann Gaytko, bank CFO Tom Sankovitz and Richard Sankovitz.

trademark checks, with the help of
PresenceMaker, a branding firm out
of Mankato, the board landed on
Keen, a name it approved unani-
mously early in the process. The
word Keen portrays enthusiasm, in-
telligence, perceptiveness and the
ability to think clearly.

“In a world of change, we [the
bank] have been a rock since 1874,”
Gaytko said. “We have a new iden-
tity now, but our heart and soul as a
community bank remains the same.”

Part of being “the same” means
the current staff and locations are
here to stay. The Waseca location is
undergoing interior renovations and
Keen’s new name and logo now ap-
pears on the signs in Waseca, Ellen-
dale and Hope.

“More than half our staff has been
with us for 15 years or more,”
Gaytko says with a smile. “With one
employee celebrating her 45th anni-
versary with the bank this past
summer. Our great staff is the secret
to our success and growth.”

Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

"We're a family owned and man-
aged community bank. “
— Bernie Gaytko, Keen Bank

Gaytko provided some history of
the bank, which truly is family
owned and operated. Dating back to
1958, Richard Sankovitz came back
to Waseca and started working at the
bank with his father Frank, who had
been there since 1943.

“I told my dad if we were going to
work here and have a future here, we
should buy the bank,” Sankovitz re-
members. “It was really perfect tim-
ing. Bremer [the previous owner]
was purchasing banks in Wisconsin
and needed capital. We borrowed
from American National out of St.
Paul and used the bank stock we pur-
chased as collateral. By 1966 we
owned a controlling share. Today we
own 100 percent.”

In 1992 Sankovitz son, Tom San-

kovitz, join the bank as chief finan-
cial officer. Then, in 1995, Gaytko
join as vice president of marketing
and later was named president of the
bank. His wife, Ann joined the bank
in 1997 and works in various roles
including payroll and as the Life
Perk travel coordinator. In addition,
two additional siblings, Jim and Liz,
are involved with the bank and serve
as directors on the board.

“We’re continuing the legacy,”
Gaytko shared. “Richard and Frank
wanted the bank to remain a local,
family-owned and managed com-
munity bank. Changing our name
and identity to better represent our-
selves is building on the foundation
that was established.”

WASECA
CITY COUNCIL

Preliminary
city levy set
at 11.2%

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher

A controversial THC morato-
rium and a preliminary tax levy
and general budget were both
approved during one of the long-
est meetings of the Waseca city
council this year, Tuesday, Sept.
20, 2022.

A preliminary tax increase of
11.2% was approved by a 5-2
vote. It was pointed out, ho-
wever, that the rate is effectively
4.49% thanks to Con Agra’s new
$20 million dollar construction
which will significantly impact
the amount of taxes paid by res-
idential taxpayers. Dissenting
council members were John Cle-
mons and John Mansfield, both
of whom said they could not
support such a high increase.
Once the preliminary increase
has been reported, the actual tax
levy, which must be finalized in
January, can be lower but not
higher. The final budget and levy
must be presented to the public
during a meeting in December.

A moratorium on THC sales,
approved by a 4-3 vote, specifies
that businesses already selling
THC products within the city
can continue to do so, but no
new businesses can come to
town or begin selling such pro-
ducts for up to a year: the coun-
cil has the option of ending the
moratorium sooner, if it decides
to do so.

During the public comment
portion of the regular meeting,
Matthew R. Petsinger publicly
announced he is running for
mayor. Also during this time, a
resident thanked the council for
their success handling mosquito
control, saying, “It made her
year.”

New council member, former
mayor John Clemons, was
sworn in and welcomed during a
work session prior to the council
meeting. His presence was im-
mediately felt and commented
upon by one council member,
who pointed out that the 4-3
decision could have had a much
different outcome if there had
been an even number of council
members voting.

Tina Wilson was introduced as
the new Economic Development
Manager, a new city position
created by merging the responsi-
bilities of two full-time offices,
reducing the number of city em-
ployees by one.

“Here I am,” Wilson said.
“I’m excited to learn how I can

Council continued on 3

For the first time

Jay Walk kicks off homecoming week

By MICHAEL ROY
Publisher

The Waseca School District is
kicking off homecoming week in a
different way this year. On Sunday,
Sept. 25, the school held its first-ever
community Jay Walk.

Around 50 participants set out on
the paved city trail that connects to
the high school’s west parking lot,
then walked roughly 3 miles (5k)
round trip to Loon Lake Park and
back. The Waseca 2022 homecom-
ing court offered walkers blue and
gold beads to wear during the trek.
They later joined the cheerleaders
and football players at Loon Lake

Park to encourage people to keep
going after reaching the halfway
point. Joining the walk called for a
suggested donation of $5 a person or
$20 per family.

Waseca High School’s student
council came up with the idea of the
Jay Walk to support their projects
and activities. “It’s another great
way for the Waseca school com-
munity to get involved,” says Brenda
Nelson, an advisor for the student
council.

Junior Tricia Cox was one of the
students on the council who helped

Walk continued on 12

THE WALK BEGINS — Waseca High School’s first-ever Jay Walk Sunday, Sept. 25 started near
the football fields, continued to Loon Lake Park and returned. At right: Brenda Nelson, who helps
advise the Waseca Student Council, stands with 11th grade council member Tricia Cox, who helped

organize the walk.

Pioneer photos by Michael Roy
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Change the world

with one

ECHOES FROM THE

LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING

My doctor told me I should
sleep and eat at the same time each
day.

That sounds like good advice.

I tried it, but I can’t sleep and
eat at the same time.

DRIVING BY BRUCE'S
DRIVE

I have a wonderful neighbor
named Bruce. Whenever I pass his
drive, thoughts occur to me. As |
walked the
Oregon\California\Mormon Pio-
neer Trail near Alda and Wood
River, Nebraska, I thought about
an old character-driven TV series
called “Wagon Train.” I’'m not
sure I ever watched it, but I know
it starred Ward Bond. Bond was
the man who John Wayne acciden-
tally shot in the behind and, add-
ing insult to injury, Wayne had
used a shotgun owned by Bond.
“Wagon Train” was filmed at 21
locations traveling from the plains
of Missouri to Sacramento. Bond
appeared in some famous movies:
“It’s a Wonderful Life,” “The
Searchers,” “Gone with the
Wind,” “My Darling Clementine,”
“The Grapes of Wrath,” “The
Maltese Falcon” and “Topper.”
Back to the bit of trail I walked. In
1841-1869, nine of 10 deaths on
the trails were due to illness and
an estimated 6 to 10% of emi-
grants succumbed to illness. The
covered wagons were rolling ar-
senals, so accidental shootings
were common, murders rare.
Drowning, weather and other ac-
cidents took their toll. Native
Americans were the least of the
pioneers’ problems. It’s estimated
that in the 2000 miles of the Ore-
gon Trail, there were 10 graves per
mile.

Buffalo Bill Cody was born in
Iowa and used his showmanship
skills and fabrications to make
himself famous, prospering on the
gullible. My grandmother was
born Anna Sundstrom in Sweden.
She became a teacher in lowa. My
mother said, unlike Buffalo Bill,
Anna Sundstrom couldn’t tell a
lie. Her husband was a spendthrift,
but Grandma practiced great pur-
severance. | have Swedish ances-
try—not too much, not too little,
just enough. Many people claim to
be of Swedish descent when
they’re not. Why wouldn’t they?
These social climbers are known
as artificial Swedeners.

ON THE ROAD AGAIN

I was exhaustipated, too tired to
know how tired I was. I spent a
night in a hotel that had a five-
story waterfall. It was loud at
night. A man there told me he used
to live in Brooklyn. “Do you know
what my goal was when [ was

kind act

growing up?” I didn’t. “To get out
of Brooklyn.” I know that feeling.
As a teenager, [ couldn’t wait to
get away. A few years later, |
couldn’t wait to get back home.

BAD JOKES
DEPARTMENT

Leon Schoenrock of New Rich-
land sent this one, “A man found
a wooden shoe in his toilet. It was
clogged.”

The first rule of the Passive-
Aggressive Club is ... oh, never
mind, it's OK.

Mr. Spock had a left ear, a right
ear and a new front ear.

I’ve learned

It’s easy to criticize. That’s why
so many people do it.

The game of “rock, paper, scis-
sors,” began as “rock, rock, rock.”

If you wait until the last minute
to do something, it will take only
a minute to do.

When I watch an old “Bo-
nanza” episode, I feel for Lorne.

NATURE NOTES

A no-see-um bit me. I didn’t see
that coming. Minute pirate bugs
(insidious flower bugs) are top
predators of corn earworm eggs,
which makes them a valuable ally
to farmers. Minute pirate bugs are
usually felt before they're seen.
The tiny insects are 1/5 of an inch
long, but they bite with an impact
out of proportion to their size. Mi-
nute pirate bugs prey on many
small pest insects and are often
found around flowers. During the
fall, minute pirate bugs bite
people. These bites may irritate
but have no lasting effects. The
bugs are flattened, oval or triangu-
lar, and black with white wing
patches. During spring and
summer, they have a full-time job
eating small insects (aphids,
thrips, and whiteflies), mites and
insect eggs. Minute pirate bugs are
sometimes called no-see-ums, a
nickname for dozens of different
small, biting insects, including bit-
ing midges (biting gnats or
punkies) that look like mini-mos-
quitoes and can be problematic
near slow-moving, fresh-water
habitats like lakes, ponds, marshes
and streams in June-August. Mi-
nute pirate bugs are attracted to
light-colored clothing and are
most active on warm, sunny days.
Insect repellents have little effect
on minute pirate bugs, but they
stop biting when cold tempera-
tures hit. I’ve used vanilla extract
with some success to repel black
flies (buffalo gnats) and have
heard from folks that it works on
minute pirate bugs, too.

MEETING ADJOURNED
"How do we change the world?
One random act of kindness at a
time."—Morgan Freeman.

m County

from Page 1

of the 2022 budget allocation. As
this project underran by nearly that
amount, the CRRSAA funds were
redirected and utilized in their en-
tirety ($183,002) to fund a portion
of the bituminous seal coat proj-
ect.

The board received a Minnesota
Pollution  Control  Agency
(MPCA) Subsurface Sewage
Treatment Systems (SSTS) grant.
Each year, the MPCA accepts ap-
plications to support the Clean
Water Legacy Act through subsur-
face sewage treatment system pro-
grams administered at the county
level. This year, in addition to the
SSTS base grant of $18,600 the
county requested an additional
$40,000 to continue with the
SSTS low-income fix-up grant
program. The county has been
successfully administering the
low-income grant for five years,
and has awarded and disbursed
over $143,000 to local residents
for their system repairs and re-

placements. This year the county
was awarded $18,600 for the base
grant and $33,418 for the low in-
come grant. The board approved
appropriation of the funds for
2023 in the amounts of $33,418
for low-income sewage treatment
system installations and $18,600 is
to assist in the administration of
the sewage treatment system pro-
grammatic costs.

Significant damage was done to
the courthouse yard during indoor
and outdoor building renovations.
The board approved the use of
federal American Rescue Plan Act
funds in order to do some of the
repairs. More details to come at a
later date.

After a presentation from Dan
Larson from MN Rural Counties
(MRC), a county membership
with MRC was approved with an
annual membership fee of $2,300.

The county approved its prelim-
inary 2023 net tax levy of
$17,918,062, a 3% increase from
last year. A truth in taxation public
meeting was scheduled for Dec.
20, 2022.

The next meeting of the Waseca
County Board of Commissioners
will be October 4, 2022 at 9:30
a.m.

Getting back in the swing of things

What a week it’s been.

Autumn has finally come after
what’s been a great summer. It
seemed like August sent an echo of
itself by giving us one last hot hot
day on the 20th before letting fall
slowly take over. Out of all days to
be near 90 degrees for the last time
this season, it had to be when the
WEM-JWP and NRHEG cross coun-
try teams had a meet at Riverview
Golf Course in New Richland.

For those who have never been
there, it’s quite hilly with very little
shade. To this armchair runner, it is
probably one of the most difficult
courses to run in Minnesota; I can’t
think of any other meets I’ve covered
for WEM-JWP where the course
ends with a large incline in the last
200 yards. Couple that with heat, and
the run is going to be miserable.

Typically, August offers us news-
paper people a relatively quiet tran-
sition from the many demands of the
fair to the end of summer, rather like
a thrilling roller coaster going at
breakneck speeds down the first
drop, then slowing to a crawl at the
end of the ride. It gives us a little bit
of time to breathe and recharge. We
need it, because once September hits
and school begins, we’re constantly

&) Music to my Ears )

by Michael Roy
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busy all the way to Christmas.

Being a part owner of a brand-new
paper adds new challenges, including
having to be my own boss and man-
aging more work. The occasional
evenings that I had become accus-
tomed to having free are now filled
by council meetings, sports events
for both JWP and Waseca teams, and
putting a completed paper together
for the printer.

Don’t get me wrong; I love cover-
ing sports. These days, I have kids
from JWP who like to yell my name
from the bleachers at volleyball or
football games. Even some of the
Waseca student athletes know me by
name. That’s when you know what
you’re doing is worth it. I love mak-
ing a connection with those students,
especially those from JWP, since
that’s where I graduated. I can still
relate to the teens a bit better than
their parents can, since it was only a

little over six years ago that I re-
ceived my high school diploma.

Even though I’ve been in the
newspaper business nearly three
years now, I forget that the pace and
demands of the summer—the Waseca
County Fair, Janesville’s Hay Daze,
and all the community celebrations—
may be brisk and demanding, but
they don’t compare to the fall. Espe-
cially now that I cover sports for two
schools, I am guaranteed to be work-
ing past dusk at least five days a
week.

Saturday and Sunday were the first
days in two weeks when I worked
less than ten hours: “only” four on
Saturday, and five or more on Sun-
day.

I 'hope I don’t come across as com-
plaining. Again, it’s all about per-
spective. I knew what I was signing
up for when I helped start the paper
in Waseca: I knew I’d have 40-

sometimes 50-hour weeks for the
Pioneer. I also still put in about 20
hours each week for the Janesville
Journal, making my weeks very full.

Covering the JWP Bulldogs,
though, has made all those hours
worthwhile. Now that I’'m covering
Waseca much more, [ am growing to
appreciate the community here, too.
I was attending the school’s first an-
nual Bluejay walk, a fundraiser
started to kick off homecoming
week. What might have been a rou-
tine event and photo opportunity
turned into the pleasurable chance to
walk from the school to Loon Lake
and back. What a workout. I needed
it.

I feel like I’ve definitely come out
of my shell the past few years. The
old me wouldn’t have gone on the
walk, first because it required me
doing exercise, and second, because
I am a very shy person. But I did it,
and I'm glad I did.

This week in music

In 2004, Green Day was on its way
to scoring their first number one
album in the United States with
American Idiot. The band released
the title track as a single, and it was
their first number one hit in the
United Kingdom.

Remember to take time for yourself

I don’t know whether, as a reader,
you care about what I do while I’'m
at school-but I’m going to complain
about it anyway.

I am doing a lot and sometimes it
gets a little overwhelming. Well,
most of the time.

Let’s start. First off, there’s school
because there is always school. As
always, many pages of readings and
discussion posts to go along with
those readings. Then there are the
quizzes and tests that I always seem
not to know about until they’re close.
In my psychology class, I take about
eight pages of notes during a one-
hour lecture, which I do not appreci-
ate. My professor goes so fast that [
have to leave blanks in my notes and
come back to fill them later. It is an
extreme hassle, especially since my
notes have to be perfect: You see, |
agreed to be a “peer note taker” who
takes notes for someone who needs
them, so I have to get it right..

Besides classes, I have to deal with
a lot of other little things. For exam-
ple, I plan to study abroad in Madrid,
Spain next semester and there are
still quite a few forms and such that

To Be Determined

by Amelia Roessler
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I have to fill out before a rapidly-ap-
proaching deadline. Just the thought
of studying abroad is stressful. Think
about it: four months in a country ac-
ross the sea where people don’t
speak your native language. It’s a lit-
tle intimidating and nerve racking if
you ask me, although I know it will
be good and probably one of the best
experiences of my life.

On a more fun note, I play intra-
mural softball and pickleball. Tues-
days at eight are my pickleball games
with my roommate (we are the Pick-
legeens) and then Thursday nights
usually around ten are our softball
games (our team name is The
Goonies because we never say die).

The problem with intramurals is

that I have to figure out my schedule
between those and pep band, which
is taking up a lot of my weekends al-
ready. I get to play in the Maroon
Band which covers mostly the men’s
hockey games; really, it’s super ex-
citing. We also played at the
women’s volleyball game against
Wisconsin last Sunday; I will say
that it was probably the best game of
volleyball that I've ever seen.
Along with all of that, there’s
work. T did get the job with the
MNDaily, the school newspaper, so
I am now a staff reporter—yay! With
that comes a lot of responsibilities
and work, which is stressful and kind
of scary on the big campus. Yes, the
Pioneer covers the entire county, but

it just seemed chill almost, and now
I have to go out and report on the
fast-paced movements of the big city.
That, and I still work at the bar some
weekends and of course I write this
column.

So sometimes it means a lot of
stress between work, school , and
figuring out my schedule. But it’s
doable and I hope that everyone
being stressed and overwhelmed
with school or with work takes time
to make sure that you find time for
yourself and realize that you should-
n’t risk your mental and physical
health if everything is likely to be-
come overly stressful.

When I wrote the other week and
mentioned that I loved my mom be-
cause of something that one of my
professors said, I was reminded that
I had not mentioned my dad. That
was not intentional, and I’m sorry
Dad! I love you!

My Determination: “Talent is
cheaper than table salt. What sep-
arates the talented individual from
the successful one is a lot of hard
work.” - Stephen King

Local papers are for local news

I’'m grateful for the kind compli-
ments we received at the paper this
week regarding our coverage of the
Waseca Marching Classic.

We do hear more good than bad at
the newspaper. Sometimes that
comes as a surprise to folks. Maybe
it’s a stereotype that newspapers get
hounded all the time. Don’t get me
wrong, we do hear about it when we
make mistakes. But I think we get
more slack because we’re local. Ev-
eryone who works for the paper is
local and has been here, well, a long
time. I think that’s my favorite part
about the newspaper. For me, I get to
read stories and columns by my
neighbors and my friends. It’s cool.

I heard somewhere the other day
that for a marriage to succeed, for
every five negative interactions,
there need to be 95 good ones. Some-
thing like that. I think for a news-
paper to succeed, or rather, for the
people doing it to be happy, we need
a similar ratio.

A reader, Dennis, shared a story of
a local paper in South Dakota de-
scribing how it was acquired by a
larger corporate newspaper. He said
half of its weekly text seemed to
come directly from USA Today.
Then he shared a personal account of
going out of his way to bring a news
story regarding a local band in
Anoka. The band had won the South
Dakota equivalent of the Waseca
Marching Classic for a third year in
a row.

Anyhow, this fellow called the ed-
itor at this paper and shared these im-
pressive  accomplishments, too
numerous to list. He was given a
strict deadline of when to have the
results in for the recent competition.
This reader got everything there with
a half hour to spare—and this was in
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the time of payphones!

The newspaper gave the story only
two column inches of space. Dennis
was so upset that he called the editor
the next day to talk about it. He was
told, “Well you know the saying. If
it bleeds, it reads.”

He was also told, “They win all the
time. That’s not news.”

“So if they had lost it would have
been front page news?” Dennis
asked.

It made me sad.

I know I can’t cover everything
and even with all the help we get,
things fall through. But I do my best
and so do all of our staff. This story
in South Dakota, does not present
that newspaper, or even papers in
general, in the best light. 1 really
worry when I hear about incidents
like these. Small town, community
newspapers are supposed to be about
the community.

Breaking news, big stories being
shared rapidly, are certainly impor-
tant. But outside of investigative re-
porting, the immediacy of those
stories makes them appropriate for
other venues. A weekly newspaper is
a space for local, community focused
happenings.

I worry that this isn’t being taught
in journalism classes at the college
level. After interacting with several
college students and adults with jour-
nalism degrees, I’'m willing to concur

that colleges do teach journalistic
writing. After more thought, though,
I’ve reached the conclusion that the
heart of our newspapers, the local
stuff, is learned. People write about
what they want to, what they care
about, and, in the case of “reporter
world,” what they’re asked to write
about.

Growing up, I learned what—and
how—to write from my dad. Anytime
a reader asked my dad to write about
something, it was written about. I
learned that priority from him.

I’d say I’'m pretty darn lucky.

On the bright side, we in Southern
Minnesota have access to a lot of
really good local newspapers. I’ve

been internally making a list of my
favorites. I subscribe to many differ-
ent publications; they are quite fun to
look through each week.

The Steele County Times is my fa-
vorite. It is the nearest newspaper
which covers topics relevant to me.
It’s the closest I can get to reading a
hometown newspaper which I don’t
construct, write for, or publish.

Honestly, that’s the main reason
I/we started a new newspaper in
Waseca. There are a lot of stories |
want to hear.

We also get the following papers,
which I enjoy: the Wells paper, the
Waterville paper, the Stewartville
paper (which does not accept letters
to the editor which compliment the
writing of said editor. He said he
wasn’t comfortable patting himself
on the back, even if it was me writ-
ing.). We also get the Albert Lea
Tribune, the Alden Advance, and my
mom’s paper, the Janesville Journal.

Until next time: I wish I was stu-
dying abroad in Madrid.
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Robert Tackett enjoys coffee with Waseca Superintendent
Eric Hudspith Friday morning, September 23.
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Coffee with the
superintendent

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher

Waseca School Superintendent
Eric Hudspith was on hand Wed-
nesday morning at the local
McDonald’s to hear any issues the
community may have for the start
of the new 2023 school year. Hud-
spith spoke with Waseca school
board member David Dunn, and
Robert Tackett.

One of the topics discussed was
the security of the schools and the
security of local neighborhoods on
the evenings and weekends. The
superintendent assured Tackett that
everything that can be done is

being done to ensure student safety
during school and at local events.

Coffee with the Superintendent
will continue at different locations
over the next several months: res-
idents are encouraged to attend.

“Some schools, larger ones for
example, wait for a time of need to
open dialogue with the public,”
Hudspith said. “We don’t want to
wait for something bad or contro-
versial to happen. We want to
listen to what people have to say
now.”

The next coffee talk will be 9
a.m. October 7 at the Pheasant
Cafe.

FUN - Cody Ingle assists a young lad enjoying activities at
the annual Autumn Acres Fall Festival in Janesville on Sat-

urday, September 24, 2022.

Photo by Michael Roy

Fun on the farm

Autumn Acres annual Fall Festival

By MICHAEL ROY
Publisher

It was a gorgeous fall day at Au-
tumn Acres in rural Janesville which
held its fall festival Saturday, Sept.
24. Tt was one of the busiest days of
the season for the pumpkin patch,
making it difficult to find a parking
spot.

Autumn Acres Farm was estab-
lished in 2009 and the farm grows
more than 150 varieties of pump-
kins, squash, gourds, and corn, in-
cluding a pick-your-own patch. “Our
mission is to create a wholesome and
authentic farm experience accessible
to everyone,” their Facebook page
reads.

There was a ton of entertainment
for both children and adults. For the
kids, there were basketball hoops,
large versions of Connect Four, a
slide down the hay, corn pits, and a
ride through parts of the farm.

A vendor fair with a wide fariety
of shops took place from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. This was the first year Au-
tumn Acres allowed outside vendors
including only local business. This
year’s vendors included: The Coop,
The Rusty Flamingo, Herbal Beauty,
which Cheryl Bless, one of the
owners of Autumn Acres said, “I
haven't bought any soap but hers
since I tried it! We're so glad she's
coming!”

Other vendors included: Mankato
‘Woodworks, Michelle’s Kloset Kre-
ations 2.0, Fabulous Firefly, Pam-
pered Chef by Michele Struck,
Shades of Lizzie, Epicure by Alicia
Struck and 31 by Ramona Zihlke.

Music was provided by Melissa
Schultz from 10 am. to 12:45 p.m.,
followed by In a Bind from 1:30-
4:30 p.m. Food was provided by In-
spire Foods, B-Lo Zero Snow
Cones, and Minnie Donuts.
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The Sweet-Sommers VFW collaborated with Caregiver Services of Waseca to serve pancake breakfast from 8 a.m. to noon Sunday,
Sept. 25. Former VFW Commander Dean Paulson helped put the breakfast together. Along with it was a bake sale by Jim Kozan.

Let’s try this again, the right way

Let’s try this again! Last week, my
column was misprinted as one of my
stories, which paired together in an
unflattering way, but honestly that’s
the least of my concerns right at this
moment. As I am hitting my stride
with the first month of the semester
coming to a close, I am starting to
shake things up in my life. At the tail
end of last week, I accepted a posi-
tion as a tutor for my college’s Stu-
dent Success Center. I am really
excited to get started with that and
have already tutored one student! I'm
already doing lots of things on cam-
pus, so I am looking at offloading
those responsibilities that bring me
the least satisfaction: My hope is to
replace them with things that are
more worthwhile and enjoyable. Ad-
ditionally, this week I was faced with
an unexpected cut in my hours at one

Looking in the Mirror
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by Jonah Stafford

copyright © 2022 by Jonah Stafford

of my on-campus positions, so |
guess taking up a new line of work
right before that announcement was
perfect timing.

I want to keep working while a
student. I enjoy my jobs for the most
part, but I wouldn’t mind a few
changes. I’ll probably talk more
about this later, but I’'m also in the
process of eliminating a longstand-
ing and time consuming extracurric-
ular. As I consider changes, I try to

weigh whether they’re best for my
well-being and continued career and
academic success. I’ve accepted that
I cannot do everything for everyone
and still feel like I’'m at my best, so
my wisest course is to prioritize ac-
tivities that will bring me closer to
my personal, career and educational
aspirations.

This upcoming Thursday, for the
first time ever, I’m attending a career
fair on campus for the business and

communication department. For
nearly a month, I’ve had a dress shirt
in my closet which I specifically
picked for the occasion; pretty soon
I’1l be wearing it as I greet profes-
sionals and explore career devel-
opment  opportunities  around
Winona. It’s hard to tell what will
end up happening because I haven’t
gone yet, but I’'m open to considering
career-relevant internships and other
work opportunities for the upcoming
spring semester. Who knows? Some-
thing here could turn into a long-term
career for me. I guess the takeaway
for this week is that I do my best
when I put myself first. I intend to
continue following my heart; for-
tunately it’s telling me to build up the
strongest resume possible.

m Council
from Page 1

best serve you [the council] and the
community of Waseca.”

Mayor Roy Srp thanked Clemons
for “stepping up to the plate,” and
said he is glad Wilson is here.

The consent agenda was approved,
along with payroll, the previous
meeting’s minutes, a December truth
in taxation public meeting date, and
a final payment to RCCA. (Provide
full title)

A grant in the amount of $278,853
was accepted to purchase a new
tanker truck for the city fire depart-
ment, replacing a tanker in use since
1977. As a requirement of the grant,
the council voted to match 5% of the
amount: $14,000. The previous truck
was jointly owned by a number of
township and city governments, so
its status is yet to be decided.

A driveway variance of more than
24 feet was approved, allowing a res-
idence’s “U” shaped driveway from
the 1960s to be paved.

A public hearing for nuisance at
204 12th Ave. NW opened at 7:15

p.m. and closed one minute later. The
property will now be abated: if the
amount is not paid, it will be added
to the resident’s taxes, including all
city lawyer fees. Last year’s bill to
the same residence was $3,800. The
enforcement of the nuisance ordi-
nance was approved.

A public hearing for a conditional
use text amendment for daycare
lasted one minute. An amendment to
chapter 104 in the city zoning code
was approved allowing for a daycare
to expand into a commercial area.

Following a lengthy public hear-
ing on the THC moratorium, a res-
olution reimbursing Woodville
Township for $35,000 out of a
$102,000 for a highway overlay was
approved. A final hearing date of 7
p.m. October 18 was approved for
assessments on 8th street SE recon-
struction.

A hearing regarding city storm
water runoff and pollution control re-
quired by MS4 permit, which expires
in 2025 lasted about a half hour. Dur-
ing the discussion, a lake treatment
pond and excess stormwater runoff
were addressed. The current storm
sewers cannot handle more than 5
inches of rain. “it is not what it’s de-
signed for,” was the answer to a
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question from council member
Mansfield who wanted to know more
about when or why flooding occurs
after heavy rains. A Loon Lake treat-
ment pond has not been operational
since 2016 and would require be-
tween $100,000 and $200,000 to be-
come operational again. The city is
currently meeting phosphate level re-
quirements in water, so it is not nec-
essary to repair the treatment pond at
this time, but the council could
choose to do so to benefit the lake. A
public hearing at a later date was ap-
proved.

A hearing date of 7 p.m. October
18 was set to address possible revi-
sions to city ordinance 1104.

Council member Allan Rose asked
about salt storage and was told facil-
ities without a permit have slightly
stricter requirements so excess salt
does not end up in the storm sewer
system, with the intent of preventing
excess salt from getting into the
lakes.

The preliminary Economic Devel-
opment Authority levy of $94,124,
was approved. Council member
Christiansen asked if the EDA board
approved the proposal unanimously
and was told all but one member sup-
ported it.

In reports, city manager Lee
Mattson provided updates on an en-
vironmental cleanup grant which
will be talked about in an upcoming
meeting, as well as a need for a vari-
ance for Chloride for city water.

In other reports, the Heritage Pres-
ervation board has made some
changes. Mayor Roy Srp plans to
stay on the board, even though his re-
cent decision to join it was un-
planned. The board also welcomed
Dan Forest.

In the Park Board’s report, Chris-
tiansen said cameras and lighting
will be installed at four parks. He
also said a preliminary completion
date of November 11 has been
named for the Loon Lake pavilion
project. The replacement Clear Lake
fishing pier has been completed but
will not be placed on the lake until
next year.

The evening’s final announcement
came from Council member Rose
who welcomed newly appointed
member, and former city mayor Cle-
mons to attend the city employee
luncheon November 10.

“You mean the one that I started?”
Clemons joked in response.

The meeting adjourned at 9:17
p.m.
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OBITUARIES

Jacquelyn Lee
Johnson

Jacquelyn Lee Johnson, born
January 6th 1954, flew home 9-22-
22 at 3:22 p.m. Jackie took her
flight home after a long battle with
many health issues.

Memorial services were 10 a.m.
Tuesday, September 27, 2022 at
Trinity Lutheran Church, New
Richland with Pastor Mary Iverson
officiating. Visitation was from 4 -
7 p.m. Monday at the church. To
view the service or leave a con-
dolence for the family, visit her
obituary at www.saintpeterfuneral-
home.com.

She was born to Marvin and
Beverly Stark. She met the love of
her life, Gary, and married him on
February 14th, 1976. They raised
two sons on Gary’s family farm.
She lived on the family farm until
Dec. 26th, 2017 when she was ad-
mitted to Prairie Manor in Bloom-
ing Prairie where she loved the
staff and residents. She moved in
the fall of 2020 to Koda in Owa-
tonna.

She worked at E.F. Johnson in
Waseca and worked at OMC Mus-
tang and Gopher Sports in Owa-
tonna for a few years before she
started doing home daycare for
many years and many hours in her
home. She loved her daycare kids
and watched them 24 hours a day
and 7 days a week. She enjoyed
birds, cats, and dogs (especially
her dear Maggie). She was excited
to become a grandma to two boys
and then two girls. She loved
watching her boys in 4-H and then
her grandkids.

Survived by husband Gary; son
Jeff and Jennie Johnson of New

Jacquelyn Johnson

Richland, and son Joseph and
Emma Schneider - Johnson of Illi-
nois;  Grandchildren:  Samuel
(Gretchen Hodapp) Jewett, Robert
Jewett, Olivia Johnson, and Paige
Johnson all of New Richland;
sister: Kathy and Kenny Ryks of
Georgia; sisters-in-law Susan Stark
of Owatonna, and Barb and Day-
ton Draheim of Waseca; three
nieces: Nicole (Ryan), Chantell
(Charlie), & Ashley (Joe); five
nephews: Nathan, Mike (Toccara),
Jeremy, Josh, and Matt; seven
great nieces: Gennie, Brianna,
Adrianna, Addison, Hazel, Haley,
& Hannah; and seven great
nephews: Miles, Caleb, Christian,
Callum, Levi, Criox, and Hunter.

Flying before her were her par-
ents: Marvin and Beverley Stark;
her in-laws Raymond and Mildred
Johnson; Brothers: Roger, Wayne,
and David Stark; sister-in-law and
brother-in-law Marie and Delbert
Johnson; and great nephew Daniel
Phipho.

2.34% decrease In
preliminary tax levy

By MELISSA DUNN
Staff writer

At the September 22 Waseca
school board meeting, business
manager Elizabeth Beery pre-
sented information regarding the
2023 property tax levy, which will
generate revenue for the 2023-
2024 school year. The slide show
Beery presented offered some
good news: the Waseca com-
munity may be looking at a 2.34%,
or about $122,000, decrease from
the previous year. The board was
asked to approve and certify the
preliminary maximum property
tax levy, and will approve the final
levy in December. A “truth in tax-
ation” meeting regarding the
amounts will be Thursday, De-
cember 15, 2022 in the Central
Building second-floor conference
room. Beery shared with the board
that factors affecting property
taxes include changes in market
values and class rates, changes in
the enrollment and resident pop-
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ulations of the school district,
changes in the contribution from
the state, and voter approval or dis-
approval. After Beery’s presenta-
tion, board chair Julie Anderson
commented that it is “nice to fol-
low up a higher year with a lower
one.”

Also discussed were the 2023-
24 and 2024-25 school calendars.
Superintendent Eric  Hudspith
stated that not much feedback was
received regarding the proposed
calendars when the information
was dispersed at the beginning of
the year, but attributed that to poor
timing. He stated the calendars will
be placed on the school website,
on social media, and in a direct
parent message with the hope that
the board will receive more feed-
back before voting on the proposed
calendars in October.

Preliminary levy increase set at 13%

Taxes, ball fields, lunch program, dog therapy, and the end of the honeymoon

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer

At its regular monthly meeting on
September 19, NRHEG school board
members approved a preliminary
maximum tax levy increase for 2022
(payable 2023) of 13%, with antici-
pated expenses in 2023 about
$245,000 higher than those in 2022.
According to district business man-
ager Karla Christopherson, most of
the increase stems from construction
and improvement projects set to take
place in 2023 and ‘24, including
major reconstruction and expansion
of the secondary school parking lot,
drainage and paving work at the ele-
mentary site, and other updates and
improvements throughout the dis-
trict. A “Truth in Taxation” hearing
will take place at 6 p.m. December
19 in the secondary school media
center.

School board members voted in
favor of a 5-year, $50,000 lease for
the use of softball and baseball fields
belonging to the City of New Rich-
land. Superintendent Michael Mei-
hak explained to board members that
the lease is the school district’s way
of supporting about $150,000 worth

of improvements which the city has
agreed to make at the location. The
school district holds its games and
practices at the field located along
State Highway 13.

The posting and hiring of a
“family services coordinator” for the
elementary building was approved.
Meihak explained that the district
had formerly contracted with an out-
side provider for family support ac-
tivities such as assessing student
needs and coordinating the delivery
of social services, but recently de-
cided it would be more efficient to
have an in-house staff member per-
forming those tasks. He stated that
the position and the services it will
provide are “absolutely, positively
needed.” A posting for a licensed
school social worker has since ap-
peared on the school website.

During the “reports” phase of the
meeting, elementary principal Craig
Kopetzki stated that “the honeymoon
is starting to wan,” when it comes to
his role in the position and as a first-
time principal. He said some recent
incidents have brought him to the
conclusion that “a few more [two-
way] radios are needed in the build-

il

ing,” and mentioned that they had
been ordered and were expected to
arrive within the week. Kopetzki let
board members know that the ele-
mentary site is planning a homecom-
ing pep fest and parade among its
events on October 7. He also men-
tioned that teacher Todd Beynon has
rejuvenated a “Panther of the Week”
celebration to call attention to posi-
tive behavior within the student
body.

Meihak informed board members
of a range of donations, many of
which were cash amounts given in
support of specific activities, perhaps
most notably the upcoming fifth-
grade trip to Eagle Bluff. More than
$50,000 worth of office furniture
was donated to the school by Hormel
Corporation in Austin. Hormel was
in the process of redecorating and,
thanks to a connection with new
band instructor Colin Zidlicky, se-

lected NRHEG to examine the items
and take any that it wished. School
board chair Rick Schultz loaned the
use of a trailer and principals Ko-
petzki and David Bunn helped load
and haul it. The furnishings and cash
donations totaled to nearly $75,000
in gifts acknowledged during the
meeting.

Board member Travis Routh men-
tioned lightheartedly that his son, a
junior in high school, is so pleased
with the expanded lunch options now
being offered that “he’s afraid he’ll
run up our lunch bill.” Other board
members also commented that they
were hearing good things about the
district’s food program. They com-
plimented Meihak’s practice of plac-
ing pictures of the new menu items
in the school newsletter, and also
said that snacks and birthday treats
now being made available are a big
hit.

Secondary counselor Liz Stier-
nagle introduced the school board to
the idea of a “therapy pet” program.
Her proposal and a possible timeline
are described in a separate article.
Board members placed discussion of
the program on the October agenda.

More delays on chiller, air

By MICHAEL ROY
Publisher

“I don’t know where to start,”
began superintendent Jeremy Erler
as he presented an update regarding
construction projects still underway
at JWPL

At their September 19 meeting,
school board members learned that
contractors are struggling to meet the
deadlines set when they took on var-
ious projects. Two particularly sig-
nificant upgrades have come to a
standstill. The most urgent is instal-
lation of an air handler which will
moderate temperatures in the high
school gym. The unit was supposed
to ship the Thursday before the
school board meeting, but was re-
scheduled to the Thursday after.

“I’m getting concerned about it,”
Erler said. “It will take a week to
hook up and finalize once we get it
here, and it’s starting to get cold.
With high school activities going on,
we’re figuring on two weeks to get it
done.”

Delivery of an air chiller which
had first been delayed to September
22 was delayed again to November

14. Erler said that hiccup was “not a
big deal,” since a temporary unit is
in place and the need for a chiller is
decreasing as weather grows colder.
“The temporary unit will stay until
it’s no longer necessary,” he added.

Another construction item was the
school’s weight room, which Erler
claimed would be a 10- to 12-week
project. “The old rubber [flooring] in
the room has been taken out. The
new rubber is in a warehouse waiting
to be installed.” The school district
expects new weight room equipment
to be available for use after the
winter break .

Other topics in Erler’s report in-
cluded updates to the staff seniority
list, the possibility of block sched-
uling (which Erler claimed has been
a “hot topic” in the district for years),
and changes to advisory and club
times.

Student Report

Senior student council representa-
tive Zach Groh reported that student
leadership is “getting things in gear”
for homecoming week in mid-Oc-
tober.

“Homecoming is later this year, so
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we’re going through plans for that,”
Groh announced. “The football game
is on a Thursday instead of Friday, so
that’s new for us. Volleyball’s home-
coming game will be on Friday this
year.”

During his report, board member
Tim Oelke inquired about school
lunches. “Have you heard anything
negative from students about them?”
he asked Groh. “My daughter and
her friends said it took a long time
getting through the line and the
cooks were running out of food by
the time they got to the kitchen. She
also mentioned all they had for milk
was skim.”

Groh reported the only issues at
lunch were some disturbances and
student behavior problems.

The topic was brought up again
later in the meeting when concerns
were raised about some students
being charged for an extra entree
after getting sent back to get their re-
quired lunch arose. School Business

handler

Manager Matt Moline says that he

hopes to meet with Taher Foods soon

to discuss the issues. “We have lots

to talk to them about,” he claimed.
Other Business

The remainder of the meeting was
mostly routine, with the school board
approving several items. The first
item was the approval of the internet
and technology acceptable/respon-
sible use and safety policy. The
board also gave the thumbs up on the
the Special Education Purchase of
Service Agreement with the Waseca
School with a change to correct the
term of the agreement to the 2022-
2023 school year.

Other items approved were a busi-
ness agreement and memorandum of
understanding (MOU) with Counsel-
ing Services of Southern Minnesota,
a notice of general election, and the
certification of maximum prelimi-
nary levy authority.

School Board Chair Laura Seys
closed the session at 6:11 p.m. to
evaluate the performance of Super-
intendent Erler. After reopening the
meeting, the school board adjourned
at 6:47 p.m.
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Next generation nursing assistance

Minnesota State University,
Mankato has received extensive in-
terest for students to enroll in the
Next Generation Nursing Assistant
courses conducted in response to
Gov Walz initiative. Dr. Kara De
La Fosse, Assistant Professor of
Nursing and Director of the Nurs-
ing Assistant Program is currently
leading the third cohort since this
summer. Several more classes are
slated throughout the beginning of
next year as a result of overwhel-
ming student interest to become
certified nursing assistants in our
region. Students enrolled have their
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tuition and certification testing fees
waived to remove financial imped-
iments. Students also receive one
free pair of scrubs to prepare them
for entrance into the workplace. Dr.
De La Fosses is encouraged from
soaring success rates from course
completion and pass rates on the
national certification exam. Dr. De
La Fosse asserts “Students are de-
voted to the course. They put forth
effort and are successful because of
investment and passion to become
certified nursing assistants”. Local
industry partners have connected
with Dr. De La Fosse to offer em-

ployment for students upon suc-
cessful completion of the course.
“Setting students up for success in
all aspects is a personal aim. The
opportunity to guide them through
registration into the course through
securing a job is a blessing. We
know they are fully supported each
step of the process” Dr. De La
Fosse shares.

Minnesota State University will
begin offering a 48-hour Medicat-
ion Aide course this fall under the
direction of Dr. Kara De La Fosse.
Dr. De La Fosse shared “Many of
our nursing assistant students ex-

pressed interest in this opportunity
so we are making it happen for
them.” This course also benefits
MSU’s nursing students as they
gain paid hands-on experience with
the medication administration pro-
cess and master pharmacology as
they matriculate through school to
become a registered nurse.

For additional information on
course offerings and registration
please contact

Kim Scholtens (507) 389-1094
kim.scholtens@mnsu.edu.

WCHS 2021 ANNUAL MEETING
Wednesday, October 12, 2022

BURGER NITE AT THE WILLOWS
NEW RICHLAND, MN
SOCIAL HOUR | 5:30 - 6 P.M.
BUSINESS MEETING | 6 P.M.
DINNER | 6:30 P.M.
PREPAID RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
YOUR CHOICE OF ENTREE:

Chicken Cordon Bleu Sandwich or Burger Special-choose from
MANY toppings. Both come with sides of coleslaw,
tots, french fries or sweet potato fries, hon-alcoholic
beverages and pumpkin pie!
Tickets: $20 MUST BE PREPAID to WCHS by Fri. Oct. 7
Call in your reservation today! 835-7700
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-+ Pastor’s Column

Times when God
seems closer

By PASTOR KEN ANDRS

What reminds you of God’s love?
There are some places or experi-
ences that bring me into the pres-
ence of God. Sometimes it is a song,
other times it is a place, but more
often it is the community of God
functioning as the church.

A pastor friend of mine describes
these experiences and times as thin
places. Those times where God
seems closer than normal, and you
lay out your heart before Him
knowing that He cares for you and
is at work in your life and situations.
These thin places bring us to a point
where we are teachable, correctible,
and ready to receive encourage-
ment.

Can you think of a place where
you have met with God before?
Was there a time when God seemed
close to you? We know that God is
everywhere at all times and knows
all things, but there are times where
we feel closer to God than others.
How do we get to that point?

James writes to us to help us un-
derstand how we can be closer to
God. He shares in the fourth chap-
ter of his letter to the churches that
we should:

7 Submit yourselves, then, to
God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you.8 Come near to God
and he will come near to you. Wash

your hands, you sinners, and purify
your  hearts, you  double-
minded.9 Grieve, mourn and wail.
Change your laughter to mourning
and your joy to gloom.10 Humble
yourselves before the Lord, and he
will lift you up. (James 4:7-10 NIV
1984)

We are called to start with our re-
lationship to God, let us submit to
His will and not our own. We are
tempted by sin, but we must resist
temptation and turn to God. Let us
choose to focus on Him when sin
comes creeping in. As we confess
our sins to God and one another, we
humbly admit our need for a Savior.
We purify our hearts, actions, and
thoughts by confessing to God our
sins and accepting His forgiveness.
In this action of confession, we turn
from ignoring our sin with laughter
and joy to recognizing how far we
are from God in our sin. In this hu-
mility Jesus forgives and restores us
to right relationship with Him.

Through the confession of sin
and need for a Savior we draw near
to God, and He draws near to us.
This work brings us into a thin
place, where we feel near to God. It
is our need and His work, let us con-
tinue in deeper relationship with
Him. Continue to pursue Him and
draw near to Him, and He will draw
near to you.

Federer solid in
liguid modernity

By SANTIAGO RAMIREZ

On Friday, September 23, the
first day of the fifth edition of the
Laver Cup took place in London,
England.

The Laver Cup is a tennis tour-
nament with a particular format in
which two teams face each other:
Team Europe and Team World, and
in each match, the winners give
points to their teams. This year the
tournament had a bittersweet ing-
redient since Roger Federer
(member of Team Europe), a leg-
end of the white sport, announced
last September 15th that at 41 years
of age and after 24 years of an im-
peccable sporting career, he would
retire from playing in the first day
of the Laver Cup doubles match
with his eternal rival and great
friend Rafa Nadal.

For those tennis lovers -like me-
the news of his retirement was not
unexpected, but it was very dis-
appointing: The last thing to lose is
hope. And it is to be asked: hope for
what or why? I answer: to see him
on the courts again. To see Federer
was not only to enjoy tennis in its
maximum artistic and sporting ex-
pression; it was also to see a man of
integrity and charisma accompa-
nied by his family wherever he
went, always far from controversy,
not necessarily because he was po-
litically correct but because his re-
spect stood out with his presence
alone.

Roger Federer is a person who
has transcended the courts, it is dif-
ficult to imagine a more beloved
public figure than him in the pres-
ent century, and I find it inexplica-
ble that what he generates is not
limited to his sporting talent. De-
tractors will not be lacking because
that is how this world is, but Fed-
erer's is remarkable.

I find it necessary to quote the in-
credible Zygmunt Bauman, who
described our modern times as lig-
uid modernity, referring to our in-
ability to stand firm in a changing
world; we are like a liquid, like
water that takes the shape of the
container in which it is.

In times of liquid modernity,
Federer has been an example of
what it means to be solid, in sports
and personally. I must confess that
for years I dreamed of learning to
speak English to have a conver-
sation with him, and among the
questions on my list was to know if
he is a Christian because, in my
limited mind, someone who is not
a Christian cannot have such clear
family and sporting values that
transcend so many barriers and cul-
tures. Today I am unsure about that
question and that reading of life |
had growing up.

On the one hand, may this com-
ment serve to criticize(us) Chris-
tians for the lack of transcendence
that our lives have when we ex-
press ourselves and act in ways that
are limited to be understood and
applauded only within our bubble
wrongly called evangelical; I be-
lieve that by an error of good faith
we have closed the door to a needy
world; the world should not enter
our bubble it does not want to. Ho-
wever, we should get out of it, but
we do not want to either. We have
forgotten that God was the first to
come out of his bubble in a SU-
PERLATIVE way; he decided to
become flesh for the love of us;
what teaching!

On the other hand, I would like
to share some thoughts that Fed-
erer's retirement has left hanging
around in my head. I started to fol-
low his sporting life when I was a
teenager when I believed that youth
is eternal and that Superman's
strength lasts a lifetime. Today
when he retired, I am about to turn
28 years old and a few weeks away
from being a father for the first
time. Little by little, I am learning,
as Juan Gabriel* sang one day: (...)
that time passes and he never for-
gives.

From time to time, it is necessary
to stop and remember:

-There is a time for everything,
and knowing how to say goodbye
is as necessary as learning how to
embrace new stages. And it is nor-
mal.

-Seeing his great rivals in tears is
a powerful message in times of in-
dividual success; no one was not
moved to see him say goodbye to
the sport he loves surrounded by
his family. The images of the mo-
ment are a powerful message.

-Although time does not forgive,
love remains, family is family, and
love is love.**

For Federer, the post-retirement
life awaits him at the side of his
family. For me, the exciting and un-
certain stage of being a father
awaits. My dear reader, are there
stages to close and others to open?

Ecclesiastes 3

P.S. Cosmovision and sin (iii) is
cooking.

Fun fall
festival

Sacred Heart
gathering held
September 16-18

By AMELIA ROESSLER
Staff writer

The Sacred Heart Fall Festival
happened September 16, 17, and
18, featuring fun activities includ-
ing food, games, auctions, music,
bingo, meat raffles, and much
more.

This year’s Fall Festival cele-
brated its own beginning, which
happened 50 years ago in 1972.
The Fall Festival is one of the
church’s major annual fundraisers.

Some events held in the big
white tent which spanned the street
over the weekend included the fish
fry on Friday; bingo, burger fry,
and street dance with guest band
Los Tequileros on Saturday; and
breakfast on Sunday.

Other happenings at the Fall
Festival included the silent and live
auctions, the white elephant sale,
raffles, and children’s games in-
cluding a kids’ carnival on Sunday.

While many people from the
church volunteered their time and
efforts to help with dinners, auc-
tions, and much more, many others
came to enjoy the warm at-
mosphere of the church under the
big white tent as they milled about.
Father Th¢, Sacred Heart’s priest,
even called the meat raffle!
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FUN - Hundreds enjoyed Sacred Heart’s Fall Festival last weekend.Bottom right, Andy Roessler,
left, and Brooklyn Hicks, right. Three ladies holding apples and sweets, from left: Lori Mickelson,
Jane Christian, and Geralyn Kassel. Bottom left is Jerry Broughten of Los Tequileros.

Pioneer photos by Amelia Roessler

‘God gets the rest’

All Saints Fall Festival draws big crowd

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher/Editor

More than 150 people attended the
All Saints Catholic Festival in New
Richland Saturday afternoon. Ac-
cording to the best guesstimates of
nearly half a dozen attendees, trust-
ees and volunteers the annual festival
dates back to roughly 1985.

The festival has seen some
changes over those four decades. At
one time it was a formal turkey
dinner and also included a live auc-
tion. For years the event was also
held at the New Richland American
Legion.

During the live auctions, which
“Mr. Harguth” announced, Father
Krough would famously buy his
polka socks and then they would get

auctioned off. Now, a “big ticket,” si-
lent auction and 50/50 raffle serve in
its place.

“You get $30 and God gets the
rest,” Sheri Donovan shouts as she
sells tickets.

“You’re great at this,” Gretchen
Supalla tells her.

The event now takes place under
large tents in the large plot next to All
Saints Catholic Church in New Rich-
land.

More than a dozen volunteers
helped serve mouth watering pulled
pork sandwhiches, courtesy of Matt
Holland, alongside baked beans,
chips and coleslaw. For dessert more
than 400 homemade cookies were
available with leftovers joining the
other 38 silent auction items, which

WELL ATTENDED - More than 150 people attended the annual
All Saints Fall Festival on Saturday, September 24, 2022.

Kormann, Lori Anderson, Charlene
Deyle, Sheri Donovan, Jeanne Wald-
hauser, Kathy Hinkley, and Pam
Shurson.

raises thousands of dollars during the
annual festival.

Of the volunteers many were
named as important, the board to the
best of people's abilities follow: Teri
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CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH
2200 4th St NE, Waseca
507-835-2235

* * *

Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study

Saturday - 5 p.m. Mass Sunday - 8:15 a.m.Worship, 9:15 Wor-

= MATTHEW R.

| 9] PETSINGER
AGENCY, LLC

Matthew Petsinger, Agent
Bus: (507) 835-2770
mpetsing@amfam.com
MRPAgencyLLC.com

AMERICAN FAMILY
[ INSURANCE |

American Family Mutual pany,
8000 American Parkway, Madison, Wi 53783
©2015 006441 — Rev. 2/20 — 14009625

s &t panies;

Service times 9:30 a.m.

* * *
4TH STREET EVANGELICAL

CHURCH

605 4th St NE, Waseca

507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew Isker)

Worship Sundays 10 a.m

* * *

FAITH UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-3167
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m.
* * *

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN
CHURCH
309 6th St NE, Waseca
507-835-9176
Worship Sundays 9 a.m., Sunday School
10:15 a.m.
* * *

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca
507-833-1703
Sundays 9:00 a.m.

* * *

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
314 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-2647
Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m.

* * *

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH
503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-4548 (office email:
1ewaseca@hickorytech.net)
Worship Sunday 10 a.m.
* * *

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca
507-835-1709
Worship Sunday 9 a.m.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship *oox X ship w/bible Class, 10:30 a.m. Worship
CHURCH * * FIRST LUTHERAN *ook X
111 4th St NW, Waseca TRINITY EVANGELICAL Missouri Synod JANESVILLE UNITED METHOD-

507-835-1222
Worsihp Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sundays
8:00 and 10:00 a.m., weekdays 8:30
a.m. Tues., Wed. and Fri., 7:00 a.m.
Thurs.
* * *
REAL LIFE CHURCH
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca
507-607-8245
Sundays 9 and 10:30 a.m.
* k%

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
LATTER-DAY SAINTS
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca

507-835-4640
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m.
* k%

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1221 8th St SE, Waseca
507-835-2213

Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m.
* k%

CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca
507-833-1082

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun Even-
ing 6:00 p.m., Wed. evening 6:30 p.m.
* k%

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

New Richland, Minnesota

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir
and Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship

¥ ¥ *

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Otisco, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor

PERSONALIZED

BPRINTING v
& APPAREL &
Borb & CPtrark B hoer

100 South State Street - Waseca
507.835.7565 « pprint@mchsi.com

LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Mary Iverson
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sun-
day School; 10 a.m. Coffee
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7
p.m. Council meeting
* * *
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Pamela Jensen
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship
* k%
LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day School
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
¥ E *

VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
VISTA EVANGELICAL
COVENANT CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Brian Schanil Pastor
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sun-
day School
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Mini-
stry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and
Yard Games, 6 p.m. until dark
ok ok
ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Father Brian Mulligan

Waldorf, Minnesota
Rev. Michael Mathews, pastor
Sunday — 8 a.m. Worship; 9:10 a.m.
Sunday School & Bible Class
* ok K
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Freedom Township
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
ok ok
ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
ok ok
ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC
Waldorf, Minnesota
Father Brian Mulligan
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship
*® *® *®

TRINITY LUTHERAN
Wilton Township

Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor

Sunday — 10:30 a.m. Worship
* ok ok
THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Brad Donner, Branch President
Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.;
11:20 a.m. Sunday School
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities,
ages 12-18
* * *
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
412 N. Main Street, Janesville

Pastor Brian Johnston
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. Wor-
ship

IST CHURCH
401 N. West St., Janesville
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship
* ok K
BLOOMING GROVE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
43089 180th St., Morristown
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 10:45 a.m. Worship
* ok K
ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
307 W. 2nd St, Janesville
Father Brian Mulligan
10 a.m. - Mass
ok ok
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 Owen St., Janesville

Interim Pastor
* * *

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL
CHURCH
Alma City, Minnesota
Vacancy
Sunday = 1 p.m, qurshle

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LU-
THERAN CHURCH
Smiths Mill, Minnesota
Vacancy
Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship
* * *

NOTE: CHANGES IN CHURCH
CALENDARS MUST BE MADE BY
NOTIFICATION FROM A
MEMBER OF THE CONGREGA-
TION TO THE WASECA COUNTY
PIONEER.

(////a&eca /
9470/ ‘(l/ % tGV

810 N. State Street * 507-835-3790 or 800-469-3790
www.wasecafloral.com

Hours: Sat. 9-5 Sun. 11-3

We Deliver in Waseca, Janesville, & Waterville




6 Friday, September 30, 2022

Pioneer

CONGRATULATIONS TO 2022 WASECA HOMECOMING ROYALTY

*Furnace +Air Conditioner
“Waseca's Full Service Conlractor”

m GEOT HERMAL
Do WHATEVER
_' — IT TAKES:

bnttonplumbmgandheating.com

835-3030

[l

1

®Wealth

Your Dreams Become Our Goals

Planning « Investments « Insurance

507-835-9111

Waseca, MN
www.iWealth4me.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice
offered through ICA Group Wealth Management LLC, a registered investment advisor.

1CA Group Wealth Management LLCand iWealth are separate entities from LPL Financial.

GRANDSTAY.

HOTEL & SUITES

2201 STATE STREET NORTH (HWY 13 N), WASECA, MN 56093
WWW.GRANDSTAYHOSPITALITY.COM

507.835.0022 866.936.STAY

Serving the Waseca/Mankato
area for 20 years!

507-835-7777

www.srp-hvac.com

S

GARS.COM Ing

FIND YOl/J//R NEXT CR HRE

507-835-4500

georgescars.com

1381 State Street South
Waseca, MN 56093

FOUR %
SEASONS™::

APPARELG&MOR

Specializing in custom apparel, and
area schools spirit apparel/fun gifts
124 N State St, Waseca
4seasonsathletics.com

507-835-5267
=

TIMOTHY LOONAN
Agency Owner

FARMERS

INSURANCE

104 STATE ST N

WASECA, MN 56093
Office 507-835-5070
Fax 507-835-5071
Cell/Text 507-382-4528
tloonan@farmersagent.com
MN Producer LIC 17881

Ameriprise %

Financial

Kevin W. Walter, CRPC®
Financial Advisor

203 2nd St NE

Waseca, MN 56093-2903

T: 507.835.7080
C:507.521.1360

F: 507.835.7082

kevin.x.walter@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/kevin.x.walter

An Ameriprise Financial franchise

WASECA ROYALTY

2021 Alayna Akers & Miguel Beltran

2020 Gabriela Rodriguez & Zander Fitzsimmons

2019 Gus Boyer & Xander Spies

2018 Olivia Wendland & Matt Olsem
2017 Klaire Harris & Brett Attenberger
2016 Jenna Butterfield & Tyler Wendland
2015 Allison Breck & Hans Baumgarn
2014 Jordyn Berg, Mikayla Rolling & Jared
Rudolph

2013 Corinne Dennis & Thomas 0'Neil
2012 Loral Barrie & Gunner Johnson
2011 Erica Hall & Kevin Glynn

2010 Crystal VonEndee & Brandon Pederson
2009 Danni Collins & Justin Deling
2008 Stephanie Possehl & Caleb Davis
2007 Taylor Froehle & Ethan Schultz
2006 Abby Neigebauer & Dustin Platte
2005 Katey 0'Neil & Kyser Bartelt
2004 Molly Kolpin & Matt Strehlow
2003 Megan Conway & Zack Walgenbach
2002 Charity Hall & Matt Hines

2001 Katie Bluhm & Ben Janike

2000 Lindsay Wadd & Jeff Mosser

1999 Josie Yess & Levi Kaiser

1998 Molly Arnold & Reid Bartelt

1997 Ann Staloch & Mark Boehme
1996 Angie Dennis & Ryan Krautkremer
1995 Katie Anderson & Jacob Conway
1994 Jane Slama & Tim Steffen

1993 Julie Dey

1992 Angela Harguth

1991 Tanya Jensen

1990 Cristeen Schumacher

1989 Tricia Hansen

1988 Debbie Born

1987 Deb Gehring

1986 Jodi Mullen

1985 Deb Kuhns

WASECA HOMECOMING 2022

2022 Waseca Homecoming Court, from left: Christian Rodriguez, Samantha Azure, JD Delgado, CeCe Huttemier, Payton Garza,Riley Ruedy, Oliver
O'Brien, Avery Madsen, Brenden Brown, Charlotte Harguth, Will King, Aubree Hansen

Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

The 2017 WASECA High School Homecoming court. From left: Jimmy Hoehn, Justin Sampson,
Sarveon Williamson, King Brett Attenberg, Cole Conway, and Noah Buchele

@ WASECA
BLUEJAYS
1983 Pam Harter

1982 Julie Gehloff

1981 Anne Pfeifer

1980 Dawn Peterson
1978 Lisa Fuller

1977 Shawn Milbrett
1976 Jody Pfeifer

1975 Elizabeth Welna
1974 Nancy Markus
1973 Penny Felber

1972 Dawn Felber & John
6leason

1971 Mary Welna

1970 Jan Nicolin

1969 Carol Collins

The 2017 WASECA ngh School Homecoming court. From: Maya /Iberle, Taylor
Hiller, Shelby Wolf, Queen Claire Harris, Kendra Conners, and $am 0'Brien

1959

&_/

SUBURBAN

FURNITURE & FLOORING

Hours: Mon-Thu 9am-6pm, Fri gam-5pm, Sat 10am-5pm

2200 N State St, Waseca » 507-835-3670

T T T T

INSURE CAREFULLY,
DREAM FEARLESSLY.

CALL (507) 835-2770 FOR A
NO-OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE.

A
AMERICAN FAMILY
[ INSURANCE |

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.
American Family Insurance Company,

Museum: Tues-Fri 9-5pm
Research Library:
Tues & Fri 9-5pm

(507) 835-7700
315 ne 2nd Ave

Waseca MN 56093
Artifacts and photos online!

Waseca
County

History
Center

Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC
Matthew Petsinger, Agent

101 S State St, Waseca

® MRPAgencyLLC.com

6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783
006441 — Rev. 11/15 ©2015 — 10793941

www, historical.waseca.mn.us
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FROM YOUR WASECA AREA BUSINESSES AND PROFESSIONALS
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Jr Royalty
2021 Mya Marlin, Peyton Teders & Korbin
Collins

HOMECOMING PARADE |

e Ao Lﬂ:{‘ﬂ. . 2020 No Jr Royalty-Covid
2 = R Wug, e S 2019 Sydney Langager & Keenan Collins
& g iy 2018 Abby Gilson & Ashten Benavides

2017 Zoe Popp & Miles Popp

2016 Audrianna Willingham & Ryan DeWees
2015 Ellie Hoehn & David Hodgkins
2014 Avery Madsen & Riley Mitchell
2013 Ella Holub & Alen Kopetzki

2012 Katelynn Hodgkins & Owen Link
2011 Lindsey Kopetzki & Parker Link
2010 Sophie Alinder & Ryan Wendland
2009 Reagan Vilt & Blake Wendland
2008 Kennedy Hodgkins & Marcus Priebe;
Courtney Davison & Jonah Jimmerson
2007 Lexi Hodgkins & JP Swanson

2006 Alexa Shafer & Tyler Wendland
2005 Andrew Kaiser & Claire Harris

Homecoming parade - Kristin Deml and Erin Morris

The 2008 WASECA High School Homecoming court. From left: Ryan Landkammer, Ryan Papke, Jared Steffens, Alex Drewek, Josh Smith, King Caleb
Davis, Queen Stephanie Possehl, Paige Snow, Bridget Flintrop, Shelby Milbrath, Allison Moutka, Christine Lewer. Jr royalty pictured are Kennedy
Hodgkins & Marcus Priebe; Courtney Davison & Jonah Jimmerson

2004 Ben Weller & Whitney Davison
2003 Konnor Harris & Nathan Draheim
2001 Torren Byrd & Caitlyn Hayford
2000 Kristen Williams & Matt Kaiser
1999 Tim Christopherson & Keari Harris
1998 Kyle Cosens & Mackenzie Koble
1992 Peter Swanson & Elizabeth Hansen
1990 Omni Ayers & Justin Ask

1989 Brittany Feder & Colby Swanson
1988 Katie Zika & John Robert Currie
1986 Lindsey & Brin

1985 Heidi Hammond & Brian Kunz
1983 Anne Gilbertson & Mark Zika
1982 Hilary Feder & Jared Dufault
1981 Angie Hammond & Chad Gilbertson
1980 Katie Walter & Joel Wessman
1978 Krissy Williams & Tim Beckman
1976 Katie Bendix & Kevin Walter
1974 Eddie Williams & Debbie Williams
1971 Wendy Nelson & Greg Eberline
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WASECA HOMECOMING 2007
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The 2007 WASECA High School Homecoming court. From left: Andrew Beckman, Jimmy Loonan, Kevin Britton, Grady Glynn, Zanik Bartelet, Richie
Gullickson, King Ethan Schultz, Queen Taylor Froehle, Beth LeCocq, Chelsea Barr, Lacy Johnson, Tenille Nelson, Bayli Nelson, Mindy Sommers
JR Attendants- JP Swanson and Alexis Hodgkins

' .l o, Truc,
“" Tractor & Diesel

Repair and
32452 State Hwy 13 ¢ Waseca, MN 56093

00T Cetification
(507) 835-7040

Tesch Service Center

EXPERT CAR CARE

Tires

Batteries N s =g

Lockout Service W@"a
Major Repairs Firestone
Automatic Car Wash DRIDGESTONE"

Computerizd Alighnment
CertfiedTowing and Recovery
7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat.

(507)-835-4610

321 W. Elm Ave. * Waseca

-
EdinaRealty.
a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate

REALTOR

507-317-7064

jodiethompson.edinarealty.com
jodiethompsoneedinarealty.com

A
Q; THRIVENT

FINANCIAL"®

DIANE BECKMANN
LUTCEF, FICF, FIC
Financial Associate

201 2nd St NE, Waseca, MN 56093
(507) 835-9899

[LACunt,

200 State St, Waseca
wasecaartscouncil.org

507.835.1701
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Dean & Barb
Morgan, Owners

1100 2nd St NW,
Waseca, MN 56093

507-835-1970

» Tools | / ’ ﬂﬂnﬂ %
o Car Accessories ' Systems
» and More! gﬂuﬂrnv CAR-O-LINER
707 South State St M“N’g"?j?i”; gayzim
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Jays finally

best Fairmont |

Rodriguez runs for 188 yards as
WHS football team prevails, 32-14

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher/Editor

After losing four straight games to
Fairmont including last year’s sec-
tion final, the Waseca High School
football team finally tasted revenge,
coming from behind in the second
half to win 32-14 at Waseca Friday,
Sept, 23.

Things started slowly for both
squads, with neither team scoring in
the first quarter.

On their second possession of the
game, the Bluejays methodically
drove 10 plays, and 59 yards before
senior Oliver O’Brien rolled out
wide right, sneaking the ball inside
the pylon from 3 yards. O’Brien was
stuffed on the two-point try at the 1-
yard line.

The Cardinals immediately an-
swered, driving 65 yards on nine
plays, converting two key third-
down plays before Blaze Geiger
floated a touchdown pass to the front
right pylon from 17 yards away,
which Levi Pooley hauled in over the
Bluejay defender. The point after
kick was good, putting the Cardinals
ahead 7-6.

Both teams traded possessions the
rest of the half, punting twice.

During halftime the Waseca
Marching Band performed, “Outside
the Lines,” and was well received.

In their opening second-half drive,
the Cardinals quickly gave the ball
back to the Bluejays after several in-
complete passes, broken up by both
Neaves and Russell.

On the next drive the Jays needed
only two plays to go 92 yards. On
play number one Kyle Ausclauger
broke off a big chunk before Chris-
tian Rodriguez went 38 yards on run
number two.

The tough Bluejays defense put
more pressure on the Cardinals, who
went three and out and failed to an-
swer.

Rodriguez, after a nine play drive,
ran through a wide-open hole up the
middle from 14-yards away to pad
the Jays’ lead. After a two-point con-
version run by Rodriguez, Waseca

"We'll see them
again. We know
that and they

know that.”
— Coach Wendland

led 20-7.

With misting rain and cold wind,
Fairmont went to work trying to get
back into it, using only three plays to
g0 79-yards, scoring on a long sweep
right by Landen Meyerdirk. With the
point after the Jays still led 20-14.

The game wouldn’t get any closer.

Rodriguez carried the offense and
the Jays to two more scores, this time
from 24 yards away and again from
5 yards out. Between possessions
and touchdown drives, O’Brien inter-
cepted the Cardinal quarterback.

Defensively, Neaves led the Blue-
jays in tackles with six solo and 5 as-
sists.

Rodriguez finished with 188 yards
rushing on 21 carries while O’Brien
ran 16 times for 63 yards.

As a team, Waseca ran the ball 48
times for 378 while holding the Car-
dinals to 145 yards of total offense.

“Everyone contributed tonight,”
Waseca coach Brad Wendland said
after the game. “I’m proud and ex-
cited. You can see how a player-led
team plays and the seniors show
that.”

Wendland said the boys had a
good week of practice.

“All that helps you grow,” he said.
“We’ll see them (Fairmont) again.
We know that and they know that. In
the meantime, we have homecoming
week to be excited for.”

This week the Bluejays host Jor-
dan at 7 p.m.

Waseca 32, Fairmont 14

FMT o7 0 7— 14
WAS 0 6 14 12—-32
First Quarter
No scoring

Second Quarter
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FINALLY — The Waseca High Sch
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ool football team snapped a four-game losing skid to Fairmont Friday, Sept. 23, winning 32-14
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at Waseca. Above, Christian Rodriguez rumbles to some of his 188 yards rushing. Also pictured for Waseca: Jacob Thompson (30)
and Ethan Stenzel (70). Below left, Oliver O’ Brien puts the football on the pylon for a touchdown. Below right, Damarius Russell (3)
and Maxx Neaves track down a Fairmont ball carrier.
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WAS — O’Brien 3 run (run failed)
FMT —Teveldal 18 pass from Geiger (Bur-
meister kick)

Third Quarter
WAS — Rodriguez 38 run (run failed)
WAS — Rodriguez 14 run (Rodriguez run)
Fourth Quarter
FMT - Meyerdirk 8 run (Burmeister kick)
WAS — Rodriguez 24 run (kick failed)
WAS — Rodriguez 5 run (kick failed)
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FMT WAS

First downs 6 15
Rushing 30-118 48-378
Passing 2-12 2-6
Passing Yds. 27 9
Total offense 145 387
Penalties 1-5  2-20

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing — WAS: Rodriguez 21-188; Ahl-
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schlager 11-27; O’Brien 16-63; FMT: Meyer-
dirk 12-51; E. Johnson 7-37; Schmidtke 4-21;
J. Johnson 2-5; Geiger 5-4

Passing — WAS: O’Brien 2-6, 9; FMT:
Geiger 1-10, 3; Schmidtke 1-2, 18

Receiving — WAS: Ahlschlager 1-5; Da.
Russell 1-4; FMT: Pooley 2-27

Defense — WAS: Neaves 5 tackles, 6 as-
sists; Ahlschlager 3 tackles, 2 assist; Thomp-
son 3 tackles, 2 assists; Robran 3 tackles, 2

Pioneer photos by Eli Lutgens

assists; Dam. Russell 2 tackles, 1 assist;

O’Brien 1 tackle, 2 assists, 1 interception;
Ohnstad 2 tackles; N. Engel-Mueller 2 assists;
S. Engel-Mueller 3 tackles, 1 assist; Rodriguez
1 tackle, 1 assist; Droog 1 tackle; Stenzel 1
tackle; De. Russell 1 assist; Rupe 1 assist;
Allen-Haas 1 assist

UP AND DOWN — After winning two matches 7-0 last week, the Waseca tennis team faced a challenge against Northfield Monday,
Sept. 26 and came up short. Sarah Haley (left) lost in three close sets while Cece Huttemier (right) won her match in two.
Pioneer photos by Michael Roy

WHS tennis girls run record to 13-3

By MICHAEL ROY
Publisher

The Waseca High School girls’
tennis team settled for two 7-0 wins
to start off their week. However, the
Bluejays lost a close one against
Northfield at home.

The first victory came at home
against New Ulm Sept. 20. None of
the matches were close. Waseca
swept all four singles and the three
doubles matches. The JV enjoyed a
nice 4-1 victory.

Singles: Sarah Robbins defeated
Lydia King 6-0, 6-1 in No. 1; Cece
Huttemier overtook Calyn Glaser in
No. 2, 6-1, 6-0; Sarah Haley swept
the two-set series against Joci Pet-
tersen in No. 3, 6-0, 6-0; and Lauren
Drexler prevailed against Evelyn
Sellner in No. 4, 6-1, 6-0.

Doubles: Addie Pfeifer and Mi-

randa Breck upended Lana Braun
and Katie Wilker at No. 1, 6-1, 6-2;
Mia Kanewischer and Maddy Ben-
son overwhelmed Karson Schmid
and Kate Frauenholz in No. 2, 6-2, 6-
1; Takya Schoenrock and Paige Du-
fault won against Claire Brown and
Emily Pearson in No. 3, 6-2, 6-1.

The girls continued the home
stand against the River Valley Wild-
cats Sept. 22. The girls once again
swept all matches, although the
Wildcats were a bit tougher oppo-
nent. The JV won 5-0.

Singles: Robbins defeated Taylor
Berkner in No. 1, 6-3, 6-3; Huttemier
over Brissa Hernandez in No. 2, 6-0,
6-1; Haley took victory over Erika
Wells in No. 3, 6-4, 6-2; Schoenrock
dominated against Dani Junker in
No. 4, 6-0, 6-0.

Doubles: Kanewischer and Pfeifer

defeated Kiera Lafferty and Anna
Rossbach in No. 1, 6-2, 6-3; Breck
and Benson succeeded against Jillian
Mays and Gabby Anderson in No. 2,
6-2, 6-1; Drexler and Dufault topped
Emma Contreras-Ramirez and Chloe
Okerman in No. 3, 6-0, 6-2.

The Waseca girls did well in their
singles matches against Northfield
Sept. 27, winning three of four. All
they needed was one match to go
their way in the doubles to take
another victory.

But the Raiders denied them a win.
Two of three doubles matches came
down to the third set. Northfield
slipped by one, while winning a tie-
breaker in the other three-set match.
It was a heartbreaking way to end the
meet for Waseca.

Singles: Robbins defeated Maya
Deschamp in No. 1, 6-1, 6-3; Hutte-

mier was victorious against Natalia
Neyra Rassmussen in No. 2, 6-1, 6-
2; Haley came up short in a three-set
match against Lucy Bolland in No.
3, 2-6, 6-4, 6-3; and Takya Schoen-
rock came out on top of a close three-
set matchup against Meha
Hnatyszyn, 7-6 (6), 4-6,7-6 (2).

Doubles: Northfield won all three
matches in the doubles. Kanewischer
and Pfeifer lost 6-3, 6-1; Breck and
Benson came up short 3-6, 6-2, 6-0;
and Drexler and Dufault got the short
end of a close three-set match 6-3, 4-
6,7-6 (2).

The Bluejays, 13-3, open Section
1A play Tuesday, Oct. 4. Where and
when is to be determined.

Bluejay CC

By MICHAEL ROY
Publisher

After a tough start to the season,
the Waseca cross country teams
found success at the Albert Lea In-
vitational last week. The meet was
rescheduled a couple of times.
Originally slated for Tuesday, Sept.
20 at 4 p.m., the time changed to
5:45 p.m. Eventually, the meet was
moved to the next day.

It didn’t affect the Bluejay teams
at all. The girls took first place
overall with 15 points. Zumbrota-
Mazeppa/Kenyon-Wanamingo was
second with 47. Red Wing and Al-
bert Lea didn’t have enough
runners to score as a team.

Ella Dufault, Callie Dufault, and
Stella Omtvedt took the top three
spots in the race with times of
20:34.31, 21:49.41, and 21:54.23
respectively. Maren Schimming
took fifth with a time of 22:17.23
and Kya Hoof cracked the top 10
with a time of 24:52.42. Only six

teams find

success at Albert Lea

seconds separated her between
ninth and 11th.

Other finishers for the girls were
Taylor Markeson (11th, 24:58.03)
and Norah Schimming (14th,
25:52.88).

The boys had slightly more com-
petition, with four schools eligible
to score as a team. They took third
with 59, with Albert Lea taking
first with 23 and Red Wing placing
second with 53. Zumbrota-Ma-
zeppa/Kenyon-Wanamingo took
last with 95.

The Feldkamp brothers broke
the top 10, with Isaac taking fourth
(18:05.70) and Joe taking seventh
(18:30.6). Addison Sampson was
short of a top-10 finish by five sec-
onds, settling for 11th with a time
of 19:03.48.

Other finishers for the boys were
Tyler Jellum (17th, 20:31.02),
Bobby Mortensen (20th, 21:08.39),
Jacari Jellum (21:36.55), and Col-
ton Schroeder (22:01.82).

St. Peter s

By MICHAEL ROY
Publisher

Waseca High School’s volley-
ball team was denied an attempt to
get to an even record when St.
Peter dominated in a 3-0 loss Tues-
day, Sept. 20.

The two teams are not only con-
ference foes, but play in the same
division. A win against St. Peter
could have put Waseca near third
place in the conference. However,
the Saints were not going to let the
Bluejays snap an undefeated in-

huts out

WHS volleyball team

conference streak.

The first set went to St. Peter 25-
17, and the Saints progressively
got better throughout the matching,
winning the last two sets 25-15 and
25-12.

“St. Peter is a talented team in
our division,” Waseca coach Jolene
Hauger said. “We just couldn’t get
it done.”

The Waseca volleyball team got
a break in its schedule. The Blue-
jays host Blue Earth Area Monday,
Oct. 3.
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JWP can’t stop
Mayer Lutheran

Bulldogs fall 29-7 to defending state champs

By MICHAEL ROY
Publisher

It was another tough loss for the
JWP football team as 2021 Class A
state champion Mayer Lutheran took
a 29-7 victory despite three turnovers
in the first quarter by the Crusaders.

The JWP defense went all out in
the first quarter to give the Bulldogs
a chance to score early against the
Crusaders.

Sophomore Lucas Morsching had
a fumble recovery within the first mi-
nutes of the game. Mayer Lutheran’s
turnover woes worsened when JWP
junior Ryan Kronbach snatched the
ball for an interception and Luke Ca-
hill recovered a fumble on special
teams.

However, the offense was only
able to score seven points off the
three takeaways. On the first turn-
over forced by Morsching, the of-
fense only had two plays before
senior Karson Lindsay threw an in-
terception. The second drive was a
three-and-out, and the third drive off
the special teams’ takeaway was the
only score, a great pass from Lindsay
to a wide-open Kronbach in the end
zone.

But that was it for JWP.

Mayer Lutheran tied the score 7-7
at halftime. They were much better

in the third quarter, relying on the
running game to take the lead. JWP’s
defense became tired and struggled
to tackle, enabling the Crusaders to
get 275 yards on the ground and
three rushing touchdowns.

It was a night Lindsay will want to
forget. With senior running backs
Ryder Thissen and Jack Cabhill out of
the game due to injuries, he tried sin-
gle-handedly to get his team back in
it. But two ill-advised throws re-
sulted in a pick six and another inter-
ception set the Crusaders up at the
JWP 4-yard line. It only took one
play after that for Mayer Lutheran to
score and seal the win 29-7.

“It was a tough game all-around,”
JWP coach Jeff Wagner said. “The
defense struggled to stop them in the
second half, and Lindsay had a rough
night. Mayer Lutheran is always a
tough team to play.”

Despite a stellar two-turnover per-
formance early, the JWP defense
ended the night allowing 350 yards
of total offense.

First Quarter
JWP: Karson Lindsay throws a 13-yard
pass to Ryan Kronbach for a touchdown. Extra
point is good
Second Quarter
ML: Jack Grimsley runs the ball for a 10-
yard touchdown. Extra point is good

TOO TOUGH — Defending Class A state champion Mayer Lutheran was too strong for the JWP football team to handle Friday,
Sept. 23 in Janesville. At left, Bulldogs receiver Ryan Kronbach (11) hauls in a pass. At right, JWP running back Ryder Thissen (15);

also pictured is JWP’s Cole Schlueter (64).

Third Quarter
ML: Justus Shimanski runs the ball for a 5-
yard touchdown. Jack Grimsley runs the ball
6 yards for a successful two-point conver-
sation.
ML: JWP’s Karson Lindsay throws a pick
six to Mason Neitzel. Mayer Lutheran’s extra

point is good
Fourth Quarter
ML: Levi Hahn runs the ball for a 4-yard
gain and a touchdown. Extra point is good

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Passing: JWP: Karson Lindsay, 7/26, 65

yds, TD, 3 INTs. ML: Levi Hahn, 5/11, 76 yds,
INT.

Rushing: JWP: Ryder Thissen, 19 carries,
66 yds. Jack Cahill, 2 carries, 6 yds. Karson
Lindsay, attempt for 4 yds. ML: Levi Hahn, 11
carries, 112 yds, TD. Jack Grimsley, 22
carries, 97 yds, TD. Justus Shimanski, 10

Pioneer photos by Michael Roy

carries, 40 yds, TD. Michael Woesterhoff, 3
carries, 20 yds. Kobe Brown, 3 carries, 9 yds.
Tyler Gilb, carry for -1 yd.

Receiving: JWP: Ryan Kronback, 3 rec, 47
yds, TD. Nolan Morsching, 3 rec, 15 yds. Kel-
ton Erler, rec for 3 yds. ML: Jack Grimsley, 4
rec, 65 yds. Mason Neitzel, rec for 11 yds.

Soccer girls top Worthington,
setttle for tie with Red Wing

Bluejays blanked 1-0 at Kasson-Mantorville

By MICHAEL ROY
Publisher

The Waseca High School girls’
soccer team went 1-1-1 in the past
week, defeating Worthington in a re-
match at home, losing to Kasson-
Mantorville in a defensive battle, and
having to settle for a tie against Red
Wing.

Waseca 7, Worthington 1

Waseca had its best game of the
season at Worthington earlier in the
month, defeating them 9-0.

It was the same dominant perform-
ance when they hosted the Trojans
Tuesday, Sept. 20. Seven goals
scored in quick succession gave the
Bluejays an easy victory they haven’t
had in nearly two weeks.

“This game marked a return to
form,” coach Kyle Tomlinson said.
“We needed this win.”

Kasson-Mantorville 1, Waseca 0

The Lady Jays traveled to Kasson-
Mantorville Thursday, Sept. 22. The
Komets, who play in a tough Hiawa-
tha Valley conference, came into the
match 5-1-1. It was another tough
test for Waseca.

Only one goal was scored the en-
tire game, and it was the Komets that

"The Bluejays need support to push
them over the finish line in what has
been an excellent season.”

— Coach Kyle Tomlinson

got it. It didn’t help Waseca when
they lost two regular starters —
Thyme Lang and Anna Blatti — dur-
ing the middle of the contest.

“Maia Bartelt ensured that efforts
on goal were kept to a minimum,”
Tomlinson explained. “Despite her
and her teammates’ efforts, though,
the Komets managed to break
through in the first half.”

The Bluejays had many opportuni-
ties to score in the second half, but
they were either off target or saved
by the Komets’ goalkeeper.

“We had an equalizing goal nar-
rowly ruled offside,” Tomlinson
claimed. “That proved to be the only
time that the all would cross the Ko-
mets’ goal line.”

Despite the loss, Tomlinson said
that goalkeeper Ella Bulfer had a
standout performance.

Waseca 2, Red Wing 2

Waseca returned home Monday,
Sept. 26 to host Red Wing, a Big
Nine team struggling to get wins this
season.

The Wingers caught the Waseca
defense off-guard within the first mi-
nute and 30 seconds of the game, as
goalkeeper Ella Bulfer tried to beat a
Wingers player to the ball and was
too late. It didn’t take the Bluejays
long to respond, as senior Thyme
Lang scored 10 minutes into the
match.

After a 1-1 halftime, both teams
came out stronger in the second half.
Eighteen minutes into the half, junior
Gaby Lopez blew through the Red
Wing defense to get a shot on goal.
Although the Wingers’ goaltender
blocked it, junior Eva Bruhn was
there for a rebound to give Waseca a
2-1 lead. Red Wing replied with less
than 14 minutes left on the clock.

—
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TIE BALLGAME — The Bluejays’ Addison Wieseler (14) at-
tempts to steal the ball from a Red Wing defender during a 2-2
tie at Waseca Monday, Sept. 26. Also pictured for Waseca: So-

phie Chawra (15).

The game went into overtime —
two five-minute periods with a two-
minute break in between them. Try
as both teams might to get a shot into
each other’s nets, the game ended
with a 2-2 tie.

The Waseca girls will get a break
this week before traveling to Austin
Monday, Oct. 3. They finish the sea-
son against Mankato Loyola the fol-

Pioneer photo by Michael Roy

lowing Tuesday before ending the
regular season against St. Peter on
Thursday. Tomlinson believes that
the St. Peter match could be a “po-
tential conference decider.”

“The Bluejays need support to
push them over the finish line in
what has been an excellent season,”
he added.

JWP spikers cap off tough
road trip with tournament

By MICHAEL ROY
Publisher

The road trip was a bit rough for
the JWP volleyball team last week,
especially when it visited conference
opponents. The Bulldogs dropped
two to Waterville-Elysian-Morris-
town and Kenyon-Wanamingo be-
fore playing in a tournament in St.
James.

WEM 3, JWP 0

The Bulldogs got off to the wrong
foot from the start Sept. 20. Although
they weren’t far from home, the lo-
cation didn’t matter. Buccaneers fans
were loud and proud, and it played a
part in how the Bulldogs played.

Along with playing in a tough en-
vironment, JWP had miscues, mis-
communication, and had a difficult
time getting anything going until it
was too late.

“WEM is always a tough team to
play,” coach Jessica Keenan said.
“We just couldn’t get it done.”

The final score was 3-0 Bucs (10-

25, 14-25, 17-25).

Individually: Brielle Bure, 19 digs;
Claire Walz, 2 kills; Nevaech Weim-
ert, 4 assists, 5 digs; Jessa Westphal,
11 kills, 2 blocks; Lilly Strauss, a
kill; Aubrey Weedman, an ace, 2
blocks, 12 assists, and 12 digs;
Raquel Fischer, 4 kills; Paige Walz,
2 kills, a block, and 4 digs; Lexie
Dahlberg, 4 digs.

Kenyon-Wanamingo 3, JWP 0

The road trip only got tougher
when the Bulldogs faced another
conference rival Thursday, Sept. 22.
Kenyon-Wanamingo was ranked No.
6 in the state (Class A).

Although the Bulldogs had a bit
more success offensively against the
Knights than the Buccaneers, slow
starts hindered them, and their oppo-
nent swept them for the fourth con-
secutive time this season.

“They are number six in Class A
for a reason,” Keenan said.

Scores for the three sets were 10-
25,18-25, and 21-25.

One bright spot was that sopho-
more Aubrey Weedman served 100
during the game

Individually: Bure, 8 digs; C.
Walz, 2 kills, 2 blocks; Weimert, 3
assists, 5 digs; Westphal, an ace, 6
kills, 2 blocks; Strauss, a kill, 2
blocks, 2 digs; Weedman with an ace,
3 kills, 15 assists, and 3 digs. Fischer,
8 kills, a block, and 3 digs; Isabelle
Rider with an ace; P. Walz, block;
Dahlberg, ace, 10 digs; Alison Olson,
akill, 5 digs.

St. James Tournament

The JWP volleyball team were up
bright and early on Saturday, Sept.
24 for a tournament in St. James.
They played five teams throughout
the day: Worthington, Buffalo Lake-
Hector-Stewart, New Ulm Cathedral,
Madelia, and Le Sueur-Henderson.

It was a great test for the Bulldogs
to see where they stood in Section
2A with three of five teams the faced
in their section. Worthington, a Class
AAA school and Le Sueur-Hender-
son, a Class AA school provided

SILVER LINING — Despite a rough week, sophomore Aubrey
Weedman served one-hundred percent at Kenyon-Wanamingo

Thursday, Sept. 22.

another set of challenges for the
team.

JWP lost to Worthington 0-2 be-
fore losing to Buffalo Lake-Hector-
Stewart 0-2. They won a close match
against New Ulm Cathedral 2-1 be-
fore dropping one to Madelia 0-2.
They finished the day with a 2-0 vic-

Pioneer photo by Michael Roy

tory against Le Sueur-Henderson.

The Bulldogs will continue their
road trip with a visit to Gopher Con-
ference rival Medford Thursday,
Sept. 29. They will end their road trip
with a game in Maple River on Tues-
day, Oct. 4.

Grizzlies

face tough
conditions
at NRHEG

By MICHAEL ROY
Publisher

Summer went out with a bang
during WEM-JWP’s  cross
country meet at Riverview Golf
Course, New Richland Tuesday,
Sept. 20.

It was a warm day with tem-
peratures near 90. The combina-
tion of the weather and the hilly
terrain of the golf course made
the meet the hardest one of the
season for the Grizzlies thus far.

The boys struggled against
the seven other teams within the
race. They placed seventh with
a score of 155; Mankato Loy-
ola/Cleveland were the clear
winners with 33 points. Sopho-
more Luke Cahill led the
Grizzlies, taking 23rd overall
with a time of 21:07.6. Team-
mate Wyatt Jans took 25th
(21:17.2).

Other finishers were: Derek
Gustafson (34th, 22:17.8),
Gavin  Marinenko  (39th,
22:57.5), Carson James (43rd,
24:18.4), David Lamp (44th,
23:18.8), Alexander Kleve
(25:08.3), and Carter Hoehn
(26:22.1).

The girls placed fifth out of
six teams with 95 points and
were only four points away
from fourth. Maple River won
the meet with 44 points.

Seventh-grader MaKenzie
Westphal had another top ten
finish (7th, 23:53.9), while
freshman Kwynn Krause (18th,
27:23.0) and senior Faith Olson
(19th, 27:52.4) made the top 20.

Other runners were: Ashlin
Keyes (29th, 30:56.4), Madalyn
Miller (31st,31:30.5), and Mad-
die Heuss (36th, 33:49.7).

The WEM-JWP cross country
team hosted a meet on Thurs-
day, Sept. 29 at Prairie Ridge
Golf Course in Janesville.

Get your
news
In the

Pioneer!

e-mail
news@waseca-
countypioneer.com
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NRHEG spikers

win two of three
Panthers play tough against BA

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher/Editor

The NRHEG volleyball team won
two of three matches last week, de-
feating TCU Monday at Montgom-
ery three games to one (15-25, 25-9,
25-16, and 25-20); winning Tuesday
at USC three games to one (20-25,
25-22, 25-12, 25-9) and losing to
Faribault BA at home Thursday three
games to one (16-25, 17-25, 25-17,
23-25).

Against the Titans, the girls won in
four sets after dropping their opening
game. “The first set we were slow on
our feet and lost,” NRHEG head
coach Ashley Tolzman said. “The
second set we came out strong and
played with enthusiasm and won.”

Games three and four the Panthers
simply limited their mistakes, lead-
ing to victories, according to Tolz-
man. “Faith and Sidney covered our
court so well defensively,” she said.
“Erin, Bree, and Sarah were our

standouts for offense.”

Individually for the Panthers: Hal-
lie Schultz 6 kills, 33 assists, 4
blocks, 9 digs; Tayler Schmidt 1 kill,
4 blocks, 12 digs; Erin Jacobson 24
kills, 5 blocks, 13 digs; Bree Ihrke 8
kills, 1 assist, 5 blocks, 7 digs; Faith
Nielsen 2 kills, 15 digs; Sarah
George 4 kills, 4 blocks, 8 digs; Bai-
ley Thrke 2 kills, 1 block, 5 digs; Sid-
ney Schultz 3 assists, 21 digs.

Traveling to Wells Tuesday, the
girls again lost game one before win-
ning three straight to take the match.

“We had a hard time starting out
tonight,” Tolzman said. “We were
slow on our feet and overall just not
moving. We slowly started to wake
up and play. This definitely was not
our strongest match.”

Individually for the Panthers: Hal-
lie Schultz 3 kills, 32 assists, 7
blocks, 11 digs; Schmidt 1 kill, 2
blocks, 4 digs; Grace Wilkenson 5
digs; Andy Briggs 1 dig; Jacobson 11

£

TIGHT MATCH — The NRHEG volleyball team played Bethlehem Academy tough in the lone loss last week for the Panthers. At
left, Sarah George (12) goes up for a block against BA. At right, Hallie Schultz (11) tips.

kills, 2 assists, 2 blocks, 17 digs;
Bree Ihkre; 8 kills, 7 blocks, 5 digs;
Nielsen 3 kills, 6 digs; George 9 kills,
10 blocks; Tatum Smith-Vulcan 1
block; Bailey Ihrke 3 kills 1 block, 3
digs; Sidney Schultz 3 assists, 19
digs.

Despite losing to Faribault BA
Thursday at home, it may have been
one of the best matches of the Pan-

thers season thus far. They dropped
games one and two, before winning
game three handily, ultimately falling
in a tight game four.

“What a game!” Tolzman ex-
claimed. “We knew going into this
match that Bethlehem Academy was
a very strong team. Our girls knew
they had to play their best and they
fought hard. Even though we lost, we

really showcased our skills last night.
I am so proud of how the girls played
and this has set the bar for the rest of
the season.”

Individually for the Panthers: Hal-
lie Schultz 1 kill, 35 assists, 10
blocks, 13 digs; Schmidt 2 kills, 2
blocks, 15 digs; Wilkenson 3 digs;
Jacobson 15 kills, 1 assist, 4 blocks,
11 digs; Bree Ihrke 10 kills, 2 assists,

Pioneer photos by Chris Schlaak

16 blocks, 4 digs; Nielsen 1 kill, 2 as-
sists, 5 digs; George 10 kills, 8
blocks; Bailey Ihrke 9 kills, 4 blocks,
8 digs; Sidney Schultz 1 kill, 2 as-
sists, 32 digs.

The Panthers improved
record to 6-2 for the season.

their

Football team displays
improvement despite loss

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

There's no question the NRHEG
High School football team showed a
lot of improvement, especially in the
passing game.

The opponent, however, was too
strong to overcome.

The Panthers scored first and were
in it until late in the game, but failed
in the red zone, and visiting St.
Clair/Mankato Loyola scored a last-
minute touchdown in a 28-14 deci-
sion at New Richland Friday, Sept.
23.

"It was a heartbreaking loss," said
NRHEG coach Marc Kruger, whose
team fell to 0-4.

Especially tough to take was the
penalties. The Panthers had two
touchdowns called back by penalties,
and on the night they were flagged
seven times for 65 yards.

On the bright side, quarterback
Alden Dobberstein had a stellar night
throwing the football, completing 10
of 23 passes for 306 yards with one
interception. Lucas Loverink caught
four of those passes for 215 yards.
Sawyer Prigge had four receptions
for 89 yards.

"Alden played outstanding," stated
Kruger, who said the Panthers simply
faced another tough foe.

"I would say this is one of the best
teams in the area," he said.

The Panthers played tough all
night, and established themselves
early as Ethan Thompson intercepted
a pass to end the Spartans' first pos-
session.

A 62-yard completion from Dob-
berstein to Loverink set up the Pan-
thers on the St. Clair/Loyola 12-yard
line, but they fumbled the ball back.

The Panthers forced a quick three-
and-out and, after an unsportsman-

like conduct penalty on the Spartans,
got the ball on the St. Clair/Loyola
35. They responded well, but it was-
n't easy. The Panthers were whistled
for holding on the first play of the
second quarter and faced third-and-
28 on their 49. Again Dobberstein
found Loverink, this time for 41
yards, and on the next play Andrew
Phillips ran 10 yards for a touch-
down. Noah Miranda kicked the PAT.
The eight-play drive covered 65
yards.

The Spartans then drove from their
own 35 to the NRHEG 10, but the
march ended on fourth-and-five as
Aiden Schlaak broke up a pass.

The Panthers punted after three
plays and the punt was partially
blocked, setting up the Spartans on
the NRHEG 21, but a fourth-down
pass fell incomplete.

The Panthers appeared to score the
go-ahead touchdown on their next
possession, but Dobberstein's 59-
yard pass to Prigge was negated by a
holding penalty.

The Spartans again partially
blocked a punt and took over on the
NRHEG 13. A last-second field goal
attempt was wide, leaving the Pan-
thers up 7-0 at halftime.

The Panthers possessed the ball
first in the third quarter, but fumbled
it away on second down. The Spar-
tans, starting on the NRHEG 32,
needed five plays to score a touch-
down on a 13-yard run by No. 22.
Simon Morgan's PAT kick tied it with
9:29 left in the period.

A three-and-out saw the Panthers
punt again, and again it was partially
blocked, putting the Spartans on the
NRHEG 47. They moved the ball
easily and scored six plays later,on a
1-yard quarterback keeper by Jake
Sizer. Morgan kicked the PAT.

Again, the Panthers appeared to tie
it, but again the 61-yard touchdown
run by Phillips was called back by a
holding penalty. The Panthers
punted, this time getting the ball off
cleanly, and an NRHEG bounce put
the ball on the Spartans' 17.

After a Spartan punt, the Panthers
proceeded to cover 41 yards in eight
plays to tie it. The big play was a
fourth-down completion from Dob-
berstein to Prigge. The touchdown
came on a 7-yard run by Phillips. Mi-
randa added the PAT.

An impressive kickoff return by
Brandon Meng set up the Spartans on
the NRHEG 43, and they again
moved the ball quickly, needing nine
plays with Meng scoring from 4
yards out. Morgan kicked the PAT
and it was 21-14 with 5:26 remain-
ing.

An unusually long kickoff took a
Spartan bounce and ended up the end
zone, putting the Panthers on their
own 20. On third-and-seven, Dob-
berstein again connected with Love-
rink, who made a move and rolled to
the 4-yard line for a 73-yard comple-
tion. Four plays later the Panthers
did not connect and the Spartans took
over on their own 5. On the first play,
Meng broke free up the St.
Clair/Loyola sideline and sprinted 95
yards for a touchdown with 1:47 re-
maining.

The Panthers' final attempt ended
in Dobberstein's lone interception of
the night.

Total offense for the game was
nearly equal, but the visitors out-
rushed the Panthers 174-34. NRHEG
committed two turnovers.

"We need to use this," said Coach
Kruger. "We need to come ready to
go at GFW next week."

The Panthers play Friday, Sept. 30

My, - ‘

TOUGH LOSS — It was a tough loss to a quality opponent for the NRHEG football team Friday,
Sept. 23 in New Richland. Above, Panther defenders Sawyer Prigge (8), Reese Routh (33) Makota
Misgen (64) and Jace lhrke (57) give chase as St. Clair/Mankato Loyola’s Caleb Mathiowetz .(3)
breaks a big play. Below left: Prigge lays out in an attempt to block a kick. Below right, Lucas
Loverink (21) stiff-arms a defender.

at Winthrop.
SC/ML 0 0 14 14—28
NRHEG 07 0 7—14

First Quarter
No scoring
Second Quarter
NRHEG - Phillips 10 run (Miranda kick)
Third Quarter
SC/ML — Meng 13 run (Morgan kick)
SC/ML - Sizer 1 run (Morgan kick)
Fourth Quarter
NRHEG - Phillips 7 run (Miranda kick)
SC/ML — Meng 4 run (Morgan kick)
SC/ML — Meng 95 run (Morgan kick)

A s
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SC/ML  NRHEG

First downs 16 11
Total plays 48 49
Rushing 27-174 26-34
Passing 13-21-1 10-23-1
Passing Yds. 163 306
Total offense 337 340
Fumbles-lost 0-0 2-2
Penalties 8-60 7-65
Third down 3-10 5-9
Fourth down 2-4 1-3
Turnovers 1 3
Time of poss. 25:35 22:15
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing - NRHEG: Phillips 22-38; Thomp-

son 1 —1; Dobberstein 1 —3; SC/ML — Meng
14-137; Sizer 9-35; Kruse 2-2

Passing - NRHEG: Dobberstein 10-23-1,
306; SC/ML: Sizer 13-21-1, 163

Receiving - NRHEG: Loverink 5-215;
Prigge 4-89; Knudson 1-2; SC/ML: Mathio-
wetz 7-112; Meng 4-37; Morgan 1-9; Kann 1-
5

Defense - NRHEG: Thompson 8 tackles, 1
interception; Prigge 6 tackles; Deyle 4 tackles;
Howe 3 tackles, 1 sack; Routh 3 tackles; Mis-
gen 2 tackles, Knudson 2 tackles, Miranda 1
tackle, Bartlett 1 tackle; Degen 1 tackle; Phil-
lips 1 tackle; Schlaak 1 tackle; Ihrke 1 tackle

Beautiful day for a race

There was beautiful weather as the NRHEG cross country teams hosted the NRHEG Invitational at Riverview Golf Course Thursday, Sept. 22. From left: the Panthers’ Sam Christensen (1602), Conner

Nelson (1605), Gavin Sletten (1607) and Jacob Karl (1603). No results were reported.

Pioneer photos by Chris Schlaak
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%% Wateroitle
Assisted Living @/for Independent Seniors

~ NOW
e raditions
T e — HIRING!

507-837-6767
Looking for CNA/PCAs to join
our already amazing team!

l Rv Sales & Service!
. « Both full and part-time shifts from

Ri:k's IR,iCkMﬂad : [ _. \ 6am-2pm, 2-10pm, and 10pm-6am

Got nhews? Auction Saturday

-Antiques
-Shop Tools

Gz

- ; -(4) Farmall Tractors -
0 available ( ]
!Ppllunce + $16-18 per hour (pay differential for Trailers & Boat
o | night shift) -Collector Car (sells at
108 2nd Ave. NW f « Block fixed schedule with guaranteed 12:30PM)

Waseca, MN 56093 3-day weekend every other weekend

507-461-9615 o
ricksappliance108@gmail.com Call (507) 362-4155 for more info
Saturday, October 1, 2022 - 10AM
. Auction Location: 5973 NW 26th St. Owatonna, MN 55060 /
I M M E D I AT E Directions: Go West on Crane Creek Rd. (Old Hwy 14), 3 miles. Then turn North on NW. 52nd /
O P E N I N G S Ave., 1 mile. Then go West on NW. 26th ST., 1 mile to site (watch for Jensen Auction Signs). /
Shop & Misc.

SUMMIT

Super Mill Knee Type Vertical Milling Machine 9"x42" Bed, 480V, 3
phase — E-L-ESSLEY 46" Metal Lathe — K.O Knock Out Surface Tool
Cutter Grinder 220V — 4' Wood Lathe — Lots of wood lathe tools —
Several coulter and cutters — Famco 6 & 10 Arbor Press — 2" belt
sander — (2) Floor drill press — OTC Hy Tec Model 100210 Hyd. Pump
—Columbian 6" Bench Vise — Strippit Surface Punch & Die Grinder —
8" Horizontal Band Saw — Several Hyd. jacks — DeWalt 14" chop saw
—(2) Gerrard 2350 B banding tools — Alemite Keg Greaser — Lincoln
225 Stick Welder — Milwaukee 623 Portable Band Saw — Pipe & Bar

Truck, Tractors, Vintage Machinery & Car

ON SECOND o
APARTMENTS

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
507-201-3474
Under new ownership

yn 2017

WASECA, MN

evroet K-20 Reg Cab Pickup Farmall H Gas Tractor, NF
w/ 8'Box, 350, 4 spd., 85,000 Lights, SN: 38663, clar'n fe’nders, Clamps — Donaldson Torit Dust Collector — (12) wood clamps —

miles, manual, Body Rusty w/7.5" 762 e mounted loader and Small sandblasting cabinet — many hand tools — Several battery
Meyer Snow Plow (not running) ¢ o\ bucket (not running) chargers — Several small engines & electric motors — Several bolt

organizer boxes — Several Hyd. tractor cylinders — Air tanks — air

We are accepting SREREA
applications for }

1 bedroom apartments
in Waseca, a community
you .can get attached to.
Rent based on income.
Nowv professionaily — ERRE
managed by ST |

EQUITIES, IRC. S N
Income guideiines apply. | B N i

5

! reel — 4" wood jointer — several log chains — Craftsman 10" table

NEW IDEA M-10A 4 Wheel saw —Sandblasting pot — parts washer — Onan Generator

§ Horse Manure Spreader (needs 1750watts. —Craftsman 8 drawer top box — Kennedy Machinist

%8 floor & chain) toolboxes —Router & Table — Gas cans (steel and plastic) — Paper Qt.
a8 S o Oil Cans —Several metal casters w/ wheels — 28" Alum. Ext. Ladder

1975 Pontiac Fire-bird Trans-AM (white) 400 V8 Auto (nice original shape, — (7) gas chainsaw — Poly truck toolbox — (3) Charlynn Hyd. Pumps

not running) — Farmall M Gas Tractor, WF, Lights, SN: 224949 (not - Chain I_-Ioist — Trailer Jacks — Paslode Air Naile(w/ case — Jonserd

running)—Farmall H Gas Tractor, NF, Lights, SN: Bad Plate, (not running)— Lighted Sign — Plymouth Floor Rug — Tractor radios — (2) Floor safes

Farmall H Gas Tractor, NF, Lights, SN: 318746, 1 Hyd outlet (not running) — — 6 Alum. Level — Sears 12" vertical band saw = !‘?oald signs —Many

Herters 15' Fiberglass Boat & Roller Trailer —McCormick 10' grain drillw/  kerosene lanterns — piles of shipping lumber 3"x4"x4' — wood silo

grass seeder, Low rubber, Manual (nice) - Case 3 btm pull type plow hyd ~ Staves — lots of forks & shovels — Lots of good lumber — Many

fift, Case 2 btm plow on steel — John Deere Model 350 Hay Rake — John ~ Items not listed!

Deere Model 1240, 4 Row Planter — John Deere 10 pull type field digger . \
w/ hyd lift — John Deere #11 Sickle mower (for parts) — New IDEA Model Antiques & Playhouse .

30A Trailer Sickle Mower (540 PTO) —(2) Woods 72" Belly Mowers —

Woods 60" Belly Mower — New Holland Conestoga Wagon and Hoist w/  Several Pieces of local advertising paper & watts ware — Blow mold
Flat rack—Steel Barge Box w/ John Deere 963 Gear — 8'x 16' FlatRackw/  candles — Oak Desk — Champion Cloths Pin Bag — Steamer Trunk
Minnesota Running Gear — 8'x 14 Flat Rack w/Anthony Gear — (3) 8X 15" — 8' wood toboggan — Canning Jars — (2) Surge Milker Buckets -
Grain Truck Boxes and Gears —(3) Flare Boxes w/Hoist — (3) Flare Boxes ~ Mobil 5gal. gas can — Fishing rods — kids wagons & tricycles —

_ SWEET-SOMMERS VFW POST 1642 CALENDAR EVENTS

:'4 - ZJZ J— Octbber’ 2022 S NO,V ,2022 § w/Gears — (1) Wood Barge Box w/Gear — Snow Co Grain Cleaner — (7) several galvanized Fubs — Johnson Seahorge bf)a'( motors (2) 5 % |
I s wen Fri b vea Thu Fri P s Asst Brands of running Gears w/Racks —New Holland Spreader for parts — hp. & (1) 10hp. — hiawatha boat motor — Finding more each day!
2 Wheel Field Sprayer — Trailers — International 1150 Mixer Mill (for parts)
CLASS OF “68” —14"' Wheel disk (for parts) — Deering Ideal 5' Steel Wheel Sickle Mower —
NEW IDEA #711 Dry Manure Spreader (for parts) —Minneapolis-Moline 2
Row Horse Planter on Steel — 8' Pull Type Disk —John Deere Steel Wheel
2 3 4 5-7pm 5 g RBAETESR 230 - 7.Meat Raffle 8 Wagon — (2) Walking Plows — Horse Poles —Several Yard Trailers —
BURGER NITE [6pm . 7 bi : 5:30pm Many Farmall Tractor Parts — Farmall Wheel Weights — Suitcase Weights
Bar Bingo pm bingo Ford,John Deere, & IHC — 300 Gal Fuel Barrel & Stand — New Holland
Model 131, 32' Barn Bale Carrier — (2) 4'x8' Snowmobile Trailers —
9 All you can EAT 10 11 5-7pm 12 13 U.S. NAVY (14 15 gt " A |
Breakfast VEW r Nomanco 4'x8' Tilt Trailer w/Sides — Dunham 2' Lawn Roller — Barn
8:00am to Noon 7pm Post & BURGER NITE 6pm i Birthday 1776 |Meat Raffle FRACATEEVENE Pulleys — Cream Separator w/Bowl — Vintage 13' Steel Boat and Trailer —
Your Host “CERT” |AUX Bar Bingo . 5:30pm (5) Sections of Spike Drags — Tractor Chains — 8' Windmill Blade —
County Emergency Meeting 7pm Bingo Several Pickup Toppers 5' to 8' Aluminum & Fiberglass—Chevrolet El
Respanse Team Camino Fiberglass Topper (Black) — Several Implement Wheels & Tires —
16 17 18 5-7pm 19 20 21 WALLEYE OR |22 _ . A" Ciai .
. SHRIMP DINNER Hay Rope —10 Gal. Milk Cans — 30" Stainless Steel Double Sided Hog .
BURGER NITE 6pm 7pm Bingo 5:00 to 7:00 FRIVATE EXERT Feeders — Lots of T Posts — Live Cages — Fork & Shovels — Kids playhofulsled- permanent
Bar Bingo Support our food shelf Wheelbarrows — Double Drum Poly Containment (Yellow) —Aluminum siding and full door and window
bring a donation Deck Plate — Pallet Racking 42"x 72" — Werner Alum 20"  Scaffold Plank
— (2) Lift Tables 2000# and 30004 - (4) | Beams 4"x8"x14'
23 All you can EAT |24 25 5-7pm 26 27 7pm Bingo 28 29
e BURGER NITE (6pm TREATS ON THE |Meat Raffle ent boxruckerktstate - Sale Two
g Bar Bingo  [|>TREET 5:30pm
'Your Host VFW E . . . . . . Lo
B‘;‘;:ta‘,ﬁ Hocksy ' Auctioneers Comment: Folks if you are looking for a sale with a little of everything this is it! Kent
30 31 has a yard full, bring a friend and a pickup! Thanks - Dennis
Sy, Terms: Cash or good check w/ proper I.D. required.
HOURS of Operation. 5; 3 S\UCTI% 10% buyers fee applies. All major credit cards with
£ ennis Jensen, 4% convenience fee. All sales final and selling as is,
Sun. - Mon. Closed . " . . Lic.#74-21-004 where is. Everything must be paid for on auction
Tue. - Wed. 3pm to close Tue. is Lady’s nite 2 for one - Men Bud Lite $2.50 from 4 to 6pm. jensenauctions@gmail.com  day. Not responsible for accidents, verbal
_ announcements take precedence over all printed
Th_ur- 1pm to close View Auction On: . Larry Born materials. Lunch and Portable Toilet on-site.
Fri. - Sat. - 11am tO. close www.auctionsgo.com (Search by Jensen) Lic.# 81-05400
POST & AUX Meeting 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. mn. Gambling license number 00385
JENSEN AUCTIONS 507-456-1210

T .. Will you be parking in your garage this winter?

WaSeekers /M i1 e

-ONLINE AUCTION l

What is WaSeekers? A live auction website 'ﬂ

and shop for locals, by locals!

Place your bids, view pictures and detailed de- |

scriptions of items in weekly auctions, or in-

spect any active auction items at our safe and -
hs

secure physical location!!

)

#

Items we will sell: Just about anything! WaSeekers takes
in consignment items from people in our community, lists the items
on our auction platform, and displays all the items in our store.
Important notice: All items are subject to a 10% seller’s com-
mission with listing fees as follows: No listing fee for items selling
for $25 or more; $5 listing fee for items selling for $24.99 or less;
$25 reserve fee. Reserve Fee will not be charge if reserve is met.

NEXT ONLINE

AUCTION

-
OCTOBER 5 Bring in all that stuff you don’t use anymore to WaSeekers!
No wait time. Items brought in will go on WaSeekers next auction.

Contact Tina Mittelsteadt 507-351-4608 ] .. ) ; 1
tina@waseekersonlineauction.com | Please write a description and bring your items in!! )

Come see our complete listing at https:/waseekersonlineauction.com
Or in person at 1372 South State Street, Waseca, 507-833-SEEK(7335) Stores hours: W-T-F 10 a.m.-6p.m., Sat 9 a.m. - noon
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ENCOURAGEMENT — The Bluejay football players and
cheerleaders were part of the crowd at Loon Lake Park rally-
ing the walkers and encouraging them to keep going.

m Walk

from Page 1

come up with the idea. “We
wanted another fundraising activ-
ity to help the council pay for all
the things we do throughout the
year,” she shares.

The Jay Walk was originally
planned for last spring, but was de-
layed by some logistical issues.
“We realized we didn’t have
enough time to prepare for it,” Cox
explains. “So, then we decided,
‘Why not make the Jay Walk a
kickoff to homecoming week?’”

Aside from the wind, it couldn’t
have been a better day for the in-
augural Jay Walk, which raised
about $700. With such a successful
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Haylee Sommers was
snapping a few pictures.

first event, planners say they are
confident they will make it a tradi-
tion for years to come.

“We’re hopeful this is the start
of something special,” Nelson
says.

o Player of the Weele

o) Q @Uﬁ [\ﬂ@z
christian \Q?x@ 9

Player of
the week
sponsored by:

On Saturday, Sept. 24, the
Waseca Art Center hosted the
Wild Goose Chase Cloggers at
the Central School Building
Auditorium from 7-9 p.m. The
group of rotational performers
dance in the traditional Appa-
lachian style of “clogging,”
which influenced modern day
tap and square dancing. The
musicians who perform within
the group play old-time folk
and bluegrass music. Many of
the performers in the Wild
Goose Chase Cloggers are
from Minnesota, with a few of
them coming from North Car-
olina where the origins of
clogging began.

Mock
crash

On Wednesday, Sept. 21, a “mock
crash” was staged in the grandstand
at the Waseca County Fairgrounds.
The event was attended by Waseca
Intermediate and High School Stu-
dents (grades 7-12). Sponsored by
the Minnwest Farmers Juniors, the
goal of the mock crash was to show
students how one night of drinking
and driving could turn into a tragedy.

According to Robert Tackett, who
attended the event, the presentation
was brief but powerful. The scene
started with the arrival of the Waseca
Police Department, followed by
Deputy Jay Dulas of the Waseca
County Sheriff’s Office and then the
Minnesota State Patrol. An ambu-
lance and a member of the Flight For
Life emergency transport team from
North Medical Health also re-
sponded.

iz
£l

Al
b

fake injuries.

In Wednesday’s scenario, ho-
wever, one victim didn’t make it
home.

To strengthen the message even
further, a hearse arrived to collect the
“body.”

“It was shocking,” Tackett ad-
mitted. “The hearse came out and
covered the body up.”

Jacob Garcia, a senior at Waseca
High School, said that the mock
crash was informative. “It was inter-
esting to watch the scene unfold in
real time,” he said. “Learning how
the different departments operate to-

Waseca students who participated in last Wednesday’s mock crash, shown still sporting their

gether to assist at the accident scene
was amazing.”

Fellow senior Diego Montenegro
agreed. “It was a prime example of
the process that victims and first re-
sponders go through when dealing
with an accident. The older students
seemed to take it more seriously than
the younger students.”

In addition to the mock crash,
Molly Penny, a radio host at KOWZ
100.9, was an impact speaker.

“She talked to all of the high
school kids about her experiences
growing up and dealing with those

S\ care e A\ ¥

Photo from Facebook

type of tragedies, depression, and
drug/alcohol addiction,” Tackett
shared. “She spoke about her DUI
and recovery effort. She was proud
to do the speaking engagements and
tell people to not dismiss their prob-
lems.”

The mock crash left a deep im-
pression for many teens in atten-
dance, especially the ones who are
old enough to drive. “It’s a good
thing for these students to learn now
that drinking while driving has con-
sequences,” Tackett said.

RBeere and Brats
at Bardens

Thursday, Oct. 6, s-tarting at 3:30 p.m. |
110 N. State St. Waseca

featuring
Diane’s

FAMOUS
SAUERKRAUT

W
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= Stnngs & Cables

ARCHERY SHOP

Authorized Dealer
Waseca, MN 56093

507-521-1133
Rick Rugroden

rmugroden@gmail.com
117 2nd StNW rstringsandcables.com WASECA

Your Dreams Become Our Goals

Planning « Investments -

www.iWealth4me.com

Insurance

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC.
Investment advice offered through ICA Group Wealth Management LLC,
a registered investment advisor, ICA Group Wealth Management LLC
and iWealth are separate entities from LPL Financial.

Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.

Since 1874, First National Bank of Waseca
has been helping our communities prosper
and grow. Our role is not changing, just our

name has.

Where can | go for more information?

keen.bank

Member FDIC
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