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Memorial Day

Graduation Open

house ads available
Celebrate this year’s graduates
in the paper with a photo and open
house announcement. Cost is $25
for one week or $40 for two
weeks. Please email:news@wase-
cacountypioneer.com.

Blood Drive at Grace
Lutheran Church
Thursday, May 21

Grace Lutheran Church is
hosting a blood drive on Thurs-
day, May 21 from noon to 6 p.m.
Successful donors will receive a
free beach towel. Appointments
preferred and can be made at
redcrossblood.org. Walk-ins are
also welcome.

Bruce Bednarchuk at
the Indian Island
Winery May 22

Bruce Bednarchuk will per-
form at the Indian Island Winery
from 6-8:30 p.m. on Friday, May
22. He is a composer, arranger
and studio musician.

AZBY at the Mill

Event Center May 22

AZBY will perform at the
Mill Event Center from 8-11:30
p-m. on Friday, May 22. They
play 70s classic rock and 90s al-
ternative.

Retired staff from all
iterations of the
NRHEG School
District gather May 29

All retired employees from
the Ellendale, Geneva, Hart-
land and New Richland
schools are invited to gather at
The Willows around 11 a.m.
Friday, May 29 for a social
luncheon. Employees from all
lines of work are heartily in-
vited. For more information,
call 507-380-9336.

Line Dancing fun

night May 30

A Line Dance fun night at The
Mill event center from 7 to 9
p-m. on Thursday, May 30, will
include classes and dancing. Ad-
mission is $10 if purchased pre-
sale, $15 at the door.

Barnyard Treasures
Spring Pop-up Sale
New Richland May 30

There will be another Barn-
yard Treasures Spring Pop-Up
Sale in New Richland at 10
a.m. till 4 p.m. on Saturday,
May 30. Look for sourdough,
wood working, garden decor,
antiques, jams and jellies,
barnwood and tin signs. They
will have at least 11 vendors
on hand and are located at
8623 SW 108th St. New Rich-
land.

Tom Sexton 2026
Campaign Kick-Off
Friday, June 5

Minnesota House of Repre-
sentatives member Tom Sex-
ton, representing legislative
district 19B, will be kicking off
his 2026 campaign from 4:30
to 7 p.m. June 5 at The Mill
Event Center in Waseca. The
event will include a $10 burger

fry.

A word from
The Word

For his anger lasts
only a moment, but
his favor lasts a life-
time;, weeping may
stay for the night,
but rejoicing comes
in the morning.

Psalm 30:5

Waseca Chorale
singers surprised
with ovation

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

If the members of the Waseca Cho-
rale were taken unawares after their
concert on May 16 when the au-
dience rose to its feet in a resounding
standing ovation, that would have
been perfectly suited to the evening’s
theme. The concert was named “Sur-
prise!” and the people who attended
had been persistently reminded of
small “surprises” throughout the pro-
gram.

The 40 or so members of the Cho-
rale began preparing for the concert
in January; directors Deb Wantoch-
Yess and John Hoehn describe hav-
ing struggled to choose a name that
suited the wide variety of songs rang-
ing from contemporary to classic and
from introspective to uplifting. Their
selection of the name seemed the best
way to let audience members know

they would be treated to 90 minutes
of unpredictable variety. The concert
took place in the Waseca Junior Sen-
ior High School’s performing arts
center.

Emcee for the evening was David
Oraskovich who, along with provid-
ing information about the group and
the numbers they would be perform-
ing, found himself playing the role of
an auction spotter during the song
“Auction Cries.” The lyrics were a
collection of phrases from actual auc-
tion advertisements; audience
members would have been truly and
deeply surprised to find themselves
taking home the wringer washer,
bundle of cedar shingles, or chicken
feeder offered among the lyrics.

The tenor and bass sections of the
Chorale were featured in “If [ Were a

Chorale continued on 14

HARMONY - Members of the Waseca Chorale presented their
spring concert the evening of Saturday, May 16. Titled "Sur-
prise!" the program featured a wide variety of songs ranging
from introspective to uplifting. As the final song ended, the au-
dience rose to a spontaneous standing ovation.
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ARTS AND CLASS - Anders Peterson directed the seventh- and eighth-grade junior high school bands during the Junior High
Pioneer photos by Jessica Revermann

Junior High Fine Arts Showcase

A touch of class from our Waseca junior high students

Fine Arts.

The Junior High Fine Arts Show-
case took place the evening of Mon-
day, May 11 and included grades 7
and 8. It was directed by Anders Pe-
terson, Selma Kleinsmith and Megan
Kreinbring, in collaboration with Jen

Popp. Each choir performed four
songs, with each band playing one
number independently before combin-
ing. The next performance will be the
JSHS Jazz Concert at 7 p.m. on May
22.

Seventh Grade Band, flute: Kaylee
Fierke, Violet Hughes, Maggie
Johnson and Adelynne Kruger. Clari-
net: Danny Alvarez, Alayna East-
wood, Sydney Hayes, Ashton Hyatt,
Avery Pechacek, Levi Rohe, Addyson

Rugger, Daniel Switzer and Lauren
Tegmeier. Bass clarinet: Alexandra
Vega. Alto sax: Owen Fierke, Joe Har-

Showcase continued on 3

CAREER DAY - Left, Janie Beckstrand and Amy Watje attended the Immersive Career Education Day at the Waseca Community
Arena on behalf of United Prairie Bank on Tuesday, May 12. Right, Jessi VanBlarcom and Brooklyn O'Malley attended the Immersive
Career Education Day on behalf of McDonald's

Waseca seniors get a taste of the workforce

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer
More than 30 local businesses and
agencies introduced themselves to the
members of the Waseca High School
graduating class during an “Immersive
Career Education Day” set up out-
doors in the community arena parking
lot across the street from the school

the morning of Tuesday, May 12.
Companies and agencies shared infor-
mation about the work they do and
qualifications their employees need. In
some cases, potential employers
handed out job applications.

Waseca County Sheriff Jay Dulas
allowed students a look at one of the
department’s vehicles, which had its

light flashing. Nearby, a road flare was
burning on the ground. “We wanted to
show seniors what the flares looked
like when they’re lit,” he explained.
He also demonstrated “Stop Sticks” a
specialized tool which can be
stretched across a roadway to stop
“excessive speeders” by puncturing
their tires. “But they don’t blow the
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tires, if that happens and they’re doing
90 mph down the highway, there
could be a rollover or an accident. In-
stead, the nails inside the stick have
hard little straw-like structures that
stay in the tire to allow for a slower re-
lease of air, that way the person fleeing

Agritourism
venue
variance
no longer
on table

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

By not bringing a discus-
sion regarding a requested
variance off the “table,”
members of the Waseca
County Board of Adjustment
have set back by at least one
year plans to have an “agri-
tourism” business at Calonett
Venues LLC, just east of
Kiesler’s Campground along
Old Highway 13.

Calonett Venues applied in
January for a setback vari-
ance that would have been
the first permitting matter to-
ward making it possible for
owners Walter and Cheryl
Mishek to operate a concert
and special event venue on
the premises. Preliminary
plans included setting up a
stage with a powerful sound
system and hosting gath-
erings with up to 280 people
an average of once a week or
so.

As is the procedure for
nearly all variances, neigh-
bors were notified of the up-
coming consideration on the
Board of Adjustment (BOA)
agenda for its April 9 meet-
ing; some neighbors ap-
peared at the meeting to
express concerns regarding
noise levels, hours of opera-
tion, and more.

After hearing concerns,
BOA members chose to table
consideration of the variance
to their next scheduled meet-
ing, May 7. They requested
additional information be ac-
quired in the intervening
weeks.

The Misheks were con-
tacted and asked for numer-
ous pieces of information
including potential crowd
sizes, intended hours of op-
eration, parking lot capacity,
and more, with a requested
submission date of April 20.
The Misheks responded with
a request for an extension,
including that the matter be
moved to the June meeting to
give them more time. The
matter remained on the May
listing.

When BOA members met
on May 7, Wilson informed
them Roberts Rules of Order
stipulate that a board
member must speak to bring
a tabled item off the table
and onto the agenda. If no
one takes that initiative, the
item is regarded as having
failed, in which case it would
be one year before the Plan-
ning and Zoning department
would accept any new vari-
ance application from Calo-
nett.

As agenda items were ad-
dressed during the May 7
meeting, no BOA member
spoke to the matter, leading
to the one-year delay.

Careers continued on 14

Story
idea?
837-6767
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Compostings

by Al Batt

ECHOES FROM THE
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING

What’s wrong?

I lost another ball today.

You should give up bowling.

DRIVING BY BRUCE’S
DRIVE

I have a wonderful neighbor
named Bruce. Whenever I pass his
drive, thoughts occur to me. It blew
my whiskers off. A lot of farmland
changed hands in May. Fierce
winds moved the soil. The wind
blew so hard that a hen laid the
same egg twice.

When you think of Iowa, what do
you think of? Was it eggs? Probably
not, but Iowa is the largest egg-pro-
ducing state, followed by Ohio and
Indiana. My mother had the egg
money she earned by selling eggs
from her hens to Sibilrud’s Grocery
Store, which she used to buy essen-
tials like food. No one told her how
to spend her egg money. Why
would we? She spent it on us.

My mother was of such a height
that the sun visor in her car blocked
no sunlight from her eyes. If we
were leaving at noon on Friday,
Mom was ready to go by 9 Thurs-
day morning. Mom liked her coffee
strong enough to float a spoon.
When served decaf and creamer,
John Wayne became annoyed and
famously asked, “Who turned my
coffee into dessert?”” John would
have loved my mother’s coffee.
Mom turned the end piece of bread
toward the inside of the sandwich.
She cut off the blue part of the
cheese and we ate the rest. She was
somebody who made everybody
feel like somebody.

Do I miss talking to my mother?
I never stopped talking to her.
Happy Mother’s Day, Mom.

YOU ARE GETTING
OLDER

If you can forget what you’re
doing while you’re doing it.

If you remember driving cars
with more cigarette lighters than
seatbelts.

If your first-aid kit contained
Band-Aids, Mercurochrome or
Merthiolate, iodine and horehound
cough drops. Mercurochrome, Mer-
thiolate and iodine were used on
scrapes and cuts. lodine is an effec-
tive germicide still in use. Mercu-
rochrome and Merthiolate were
banned due to mercury toxicity.
Any products sold under those
names today use mercury-free ing-
redients. lodine was the more effec-
tive antiseptic, and it created intense
stinging. Mercurochrome was
water-based and my favorite be-
cause it didn’t sting. Merthiolate
had alcohol, so it carried a stinging
sensation. Mercurochrome and
Merthiolate left bright red-orange
stains, earning those products the
nickname “monkey blood.” Iodine
left a dark yellow-brown stain. Kids

Rounding up cows

blew on their treated wounds, hop-
ing to lessen the sting or make the
antiseptic dry faster. Horehound
cough drops are traditional, old-
fashioned herbal lozenges used to
soothe sore throats and relieve
coughs. Made from a member of
the mint family, they feature an
carthy, licorice-like flavor.
I’VE LEARNED

According to the USGA, a typi-
cal 18-hole golf course covers 110
to 200 acres.

BAD JOKES
DEPARTMENT

What kind of water does a cat
drink? Purrified water.

A friend asked me to help round
up his 37 cows. I said, “40.”

My grandson swallowed a bunch
of Scrabble tiles. His next trip to the
toilet could spell disaster.

One-one was a racehorse. Two-
two was one too. One-one won one
race. Two-two won one too.

NATURE NOTES

I watched ring-billed gulls fly in-
visible roads in the sky. The Euro-
pean Seagull Screeching
Championship takes place at the
Verloren Gernoare cafe near the
Belgian coastal city of De Panne.
Ring-billed gulls are nicknamed
McGulls, dumpster gulls, landfill
gulls, fast-food gulls and french-fry
gulls. T associate the cries of these
iconic birds with tranquil weather.

Maple helicopters aren’t Mayo
helicopters. The winged seeds of a
maple tree are called helicopters,
keys, whirlybirds, spinners, whirl-
igigs, spinning jennies, whirlers,
twisters, whirlwinds, wing nuts or
samaras. Red maple samaras are
red, in contrast to those of the silver
maple, which are green in spring
when the samaras of both the red
and silver maples disperse. Norway,
sugar and Japanese maples drop
their seeds in the fall.

In the King James Bible, the
Song of Solomon includes: “The
flowers appear on the earth; the
time of the singing of the birds is
come and the voice of the turtle is
heard in our land,” heralding the
onset of spring in what is now the
modern-day Middle East. Turtle de-
rived from “turtur,” imitating the
cooing call of a dove. The New In-
ternational Version of that text is
“Flowers appear on the earth; the
season of singing has come, the
cooing of doves is heard in our
land.” The New Living Translation
of the Bible reads, “The flowers are
springing up, the season of singing
birds has come, and the cooing of
turtledoves fills the air.”

Get outside and count the dande-
lions.

MEETING ADJOURNED

“Neither genius, fame, nor love
show the greatness of the soul. Only
kindness can do that.”—Jean Bap-
tiste Henri Lacordaire.

In My Humble Opinion

by Deb Bently

Confronted with
a force of nature

There is a difference between
knowing something and feeling it
in your gut.

The other morning, I was vol-
unteering at Farmamerica. This
time of year, the organization
offers field trips to students from
area schools. Students from var-
ious communities arrive, are in-
troduced to the facility and its
offerings, and are divided into
groups to visit the various loca-
tions in a rotation that gives them
about half an hour at each site.

It’s a delightful opportunity for
the children, many of whom don’t
even realize that chickens not
only lay eggs, they are capable of
brooding and hatching them.
Children are accompanied by a
strong mix of chaperones and a
lot of energy, so the large Far-
mamerica campus is a great
choice for some good old-fash-
ioned learning combined with ex-
ercise and fresh air.

Volunteers staff the different
sites, supervising and guiding as
children learn about everything
from elements of agriculture that
touch their everyday lives to

schoolyard games played during
recess at the one-room school
buildings.

My job for the day was guiding
kids through the 1850s farmstead,
where they would get a look at
the way settlers’ lifestyles devel-
oped from the time they arrived to
the time they were established
enough to build a “mansion” of a
cabin complete with glass win-
dows.

I had been the interpreter on the
site before, but because it had
been awhile, I parked my car
among the trees, opened the win-
dows in anticipation of the 80-
some degree day ahead, and
began perusing the information so
my narratives would be as accu-
rate as possible.

I realized I smelled smoke and
wondered idly why that might be.

A moment later I looked up
from the papers and realized I
was surrounded by a haze of
smoke so thick I could barely see
past the trees I was parked
among; it became obvious I
should see what was happening.

When my line of sight brought

The smoke shack at Farmamerica caught fire when Deb was
there to guide kids through the farmstead.

the site’s “smoke shack™ into
view, the small structure was
more than living up to its name.
Thick smoke was pouring out of
every opening and being pushed
rapidly northward by the day’s
strong wind.

I had been given a handheld
radio “just in case of emergency.”
Since what I saw before me
clearly qualified, I pressed the
button and asked “Can anyone
hear me?” The question was
mostly to make sure I was press-
ing the right button.

I then proceeded to describe
what | saw in front of me. I have
very strong recollection of saying
the words, “I don’t see any flames
yet, but there’s definitely a fire in-
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side,” mostly because the flames
appeared seconds later, stabbing
out from the space above the
loosely-hung door.

The radio conversation among
staff included numerous requests
and instructions, including getting
some fire extinguishers to the site
and, of course, calling 9-1-1.

For me, still temporarily alone
at the location, there was only the
knowledge there was nothing I
could do.

What I saw in front of me made
it clear that, whether it burned to
ashes or was extinguished in short
order, the structure would need to
be replaced. The thing to watch

Bently continued on 14

Sharing life stories building friendships
STAR GAZING

This week I learned Mikhail Rostis-
lavovich was stepping aside from his
role as President of the Waseca
Chamber of Commerce due to health
concerns.

Mikhail contacted me the night be-
fore he sent over a press release with
his decision. My advice to him was to
do what is best for him. His health bat-
tle, cancer, is all too common today.

It feels like Mikhail has been here far
longer than the five years he has called
Waseca home. During that time he has
accomplished a lot. But, for me, his
friendship has meant the most. Mikhail
slipped into my life unnoticed at first.
A news story here or there about proj-
ects he was working on. That was not
unusual. We publish stories and re-
leases all the time — there are many re-
curring faces. Without much fanfare we
met once or twice before we had a real
conversation. It was over a year before
I learned of his incredible life story,
secondhand, from Editor Deb Bently.

Mikhail, around that time, invited
me to lunch and I had the pleasure of
hearing his story firsthand. Although
our lunches have been a regular occur-

*

by Eli Lutgens

rence, we’ve only made it through to
his 20s or so in his life story. It took a
few lunches for me to share my life
journey, which he insisted on hearing.
Mlkhail, has a few years on me. (He is
71,1am 28.)

I don’t try to rush through anything
in life, if it can be helped. The same is
true of conversations with friends. I
want to know details, thoughts, feel-
ings, emotions. One of my favorite in-
terviews to go through is talking to
local business owners. I look forward
to asking them if they were scared of
starting their business. What those first
days were like, if they thought of quit-
ting. How did they persevere? It’s hard
to relate to non-business owners about
the risk and feelings involved with

starting a business. I love that connec-
tion.

My point here is when Mikhalil is
going through his life story, I stop him
to ask many questions about the mo-
ments and memories he shares. Often [
tell him to slow down, I don’t want the
“Cliff notes” version. I want to be there,
in the memory. That’s how I write
stories and it’s also how I have conver-
sations with my friends.

Numerous times [ have thought
about writing about Mikhail or sharing
his story. Others have already done so
and, so far, I have decided I would
prefer to simply enjoy his story as a
friend, not as a reporter.

I intended to write about the impact
Mikhail has had on my life. He has

taught me, indirectly, how to be more
assertive and confident when directing
meetings and staff. Mikhail runs a tight
ship when directing others. He doesn’t
hesitate or settle; he is calculated and
professional, and all the while doing so
kindly, respectfully.

I am certain there are other areas he
has impacted my life that I will doubt-
less think about after this column goes
to print. As for Waseca, I asked a re-
spected member of the community, not
myself or my staff, to put together a list
of Mikhail’s accomplishments in
Waseca. The list follows:

- Served as President of the Waseca
Area Chamber of Commerce during a
period of major community growth and
transition.

- Served as President of Discover
Waseca Tourism, helping promote
local events, tourism, and community
engagement.

- Served as President of the Waseca
Arts Council, supporting arts program-
ming and creative opportunities in the

Friendship continued on 9
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by Amelia Roessler

Sports are the
ultimate connector

Well, the Wild and the Wolves
have lost and there’s nothing left to
live for. An exaggeration, but still dis-
appointing when Minnesota sports
prove they’re Minnesota sports. And
don’t even get me started about the
Frost.

The good news is, now that I’m in
Denver, I can pretend and be glad that
“my team” the Avalanche won and is
advancing. Maybe I’ll see if I can go
to the Minnesota vs. Broncos presea-
son game on Aug. 29 when they’re in
Denver and see where my heart lies
then.

I’ve always tried to follow sports,
but if someone asks me if ’'m an avid
sports watcher or follower, I can’t
honestly say I am. I follow with
whether someone has won or lost, but
a lot of my knowledge comes from
listening to sports podcasts that don’t
actually talk about sports a whole lot.

As much as I enjoy sports, I think

a part of me stays up to date so I can
have another topic of conversation as
I mingle; it allows me to talk to more
people. I also enjoy how playing
sports can help build a life-changing
community.

I played in a fours sand volleyball
tournament on Saturday. I was part of
the same team that I play as part of in
a weekly competitive sand volleyball
league. In that league, we are cur-
rently in first and will hopefully
move up to the better league if we
continue to do well. I promise this
was not meant to be a brag, it just fills
my heart to be finally good at volley-
ball.

All this to say, my team clicks and
plays well together. We had intended
to play in the upper division of this
tournament, but due to sign-up errors,
we played in the lower division. This
just meant that while it was extremely
fun and a blast to play in, after four

Amelia’s team won the fours sand volleyball tournament, com-
ing home with the two-litre glass boot.

pool game wins and three playoff
game wins, we came home with the
ultimate prize: the boot.

Everyone who wins a league in this
organization gets a two-litre glass
boot, to be filled with tap beer for free
at the bar across the street. I’ve been
playing leagues in the organization
since I arrived in Denver, but have
not gotten the chance to blissfully sip
out of the glass boot. So this win,
while not challenging, was still quite
fun for me, as I was able to come
home with the boot. What I’m going
to do with it, I don’t know. But it
looks very nice sitting on my counter.

But as [ was playing in this tourna-
ment, it was easy to see how every-
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one knew each other. It is a com-
munity where (most) everyone is ex-
tremely supportive and loves to play
with and against each other.

Sports are a great connector. Vol-
leyball has opened up doors for
friendships for me that I have been
extremely grateful for. Jack plays golf
to connect with his friends and co-
workers. People join leagues to make
and enjoy time with friends, while
staying healthy and exercising. Even
pickleball has become a top sport for
community, for those of any age.

My Determination: “In the dust of
defeat as well as the laurels of victory
there is a glory to be found if one has
done his best.” — Eric Liddell
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Vacation Bible School
Immanuel Lutheran
Church June 8-12

There will be a vacation bible
school for grades 3-8 from §:30
a.m. through 1 p.m. on Monday,
June 8 through Friday, June 12.
Please register before May 24,
call LuAnn Krienke at 521-1834
or Sally Marquardt at 461-3466.
They are located at 30266 35th
St. Janesville.

Blood Drive at
Waldorf Community

Center June 9

There will be a blood drive at
the Waldorf Community Center
from 1-6 p.m. on Tuesday, June
9. They are located at 109 S
Main Street.

Car Show for
Children’s Miracle
Network June 10

Owners of classic cars are
asked to bring their vehicles to
the parking lot of the former
Dollar General Store in
Waseca: 2000 State Street
North, in time for a show
scheduled to last from 5 to 7
p.m. the evening of Wednes-
day, June 10. Viewers will be
charged $2 to walk through the
show; proceeds will go to the
Children’s Miracle Network.
For more information call 507-
835-2250.

Soil Water
Conservation District
(SWCD) Board

Meeting June 11

The SWCD will hold its next
meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Thurs-
day, June 11. All meetings are at
the SWCD Offices, 300 North
State Street, Door 4. Anyone can
attend.

Ride for Heroes at
Pour House in Clarks

Grove June 20

The Ride for Heroes will de-
part from the Pour House in
Clarks Grove on Saturday,
June 20. Breakfast and reg-
istration at 8:30 a.m. kick-
stands up at 10:30 a.m.
Following the run, food, live
auction and live music. Pro-
ceeds go to local veterans.

Waseca Art Center’s
Summer Art Camp

June 23-26

The WAC will be holding a
Summer Art Camp at 9-11:30
a.m. Tuesday, June 23 through
Friday, June 26. Kids will be
taught K-3 by Karen Krause,
Kaitlin Roberts 4-6 and Missy
Donner 7-12. Limit 12 stu-
dents per group. Register at
www.wasecaartcenter.org or
come into the art center.

Special Olympics
Friendship Wagon

Train June 25

The Special Olympics
Friendship Wagon Train will
travel from Owatonna to Me-
riden for lunch, then to Waseca
on Thursday, June 25. On Fri-
day, June 26 they will travel
from Waseca, to Wilton to New
Richland and on Saturday, June
27, they will hold a special cer-
emony in New Richland.
Souvenir hats and t-shirts will
be available to purchase from
the wagon train’s Peddler
Wagon at lunch stops, evening
stops, and before they depart
town each morning. For dona-
tions contact Monica or John

Davis at 507-365-8064.

Montessori Graduation

PROUD GRADUATION - Students at the Waseca Montessori School prepared for their upcoming graduation ceremony one day

last week.
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Rostislavovich resigns
from Chamber of
Commerce Board

WASECA, Minn. — Mikhail Rostislavovich has
announced his resignation as President and member
of the Board of Directors of the Waseca Area
Chamber of Commerce, citing the need to prioritize
his health and personal well-being.

Rostislavovich formally submitted his resigna-
tion following his dedicated leadership and service
to the organization and broader Waseca community.

During his tenure alongside Robin Dulas, the
Chamber experienced significant momentum in
membership engagement, advocacy efforts, finan-
cial stability, organizational visibility, and com-
munity partnerships. Under his leadership, the
Chamber also undertook efforts focused on mod-
ernization, operational sustainability, and strength-
ening organizational systems intended to position
the organization for long-term success.

Rostislavovich became especially known for his
passion for developing emerging leaders, helping
businesses grow and connect within the community,
and encouraging greater member involvement
throughout the Chamber. They worked extensively

to create meaningful committees, identify individ-
ual strengths, and help members find places where
they could contribute, succeed, and grow as com-
munity leaders themselves.

“Serving the Chamber and this community has
been an incredible honor,” said Rostislavovich. “I
am deeply proud of the progress that was made and
grateful for the many members, volunteers, com-
munity partners, and business leaders who worked
alongside me during this chapter. At this time, ho-
wever, | need to step back and focus on my health
and personal well-being, while trying to remain an
active member of our community.”

Rostislavovich also expressed appreciation for
the opportunity to help guide the organization dur-
ing a period of growth and transition. Executive Di-
rector Robin Dulas stated, “it has been a pleasure
to work with Mikhail and I have learned so much.”

Rostislavovich went on to say, “I have always be-
lieved strongly in building organizations that are
sustainable, accountable, and positioned for the fu-
ture,” he said. “But more importantly, I believe in

Mikhail Rostislavovich worked as Pres-
ident and member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Waseca Area Chamber of
Comerce.

helping people succeed. Watching young leaders
step into their own abilities, helping members be-
come more engaged, and seeing businesses build
stronger connections within the community has
been one of the most rewarding parts of this experi-
ence. I remain thankful for everyone who supported
those efforts and for the relationships built through-
out my time with the Chamber.”

VOICES RAISED - Megan Krienbring directed the eighth-grade choir.

Amelia Merriman and Peyton Teders.

Koch, Lucy Kolstad, Aubrey Sietsema

Pioneer photo by Jessica Revermann

Eighth Grade Choir: R.J. Atten-

m Showcase

from Page 1

guth, Eben Linnes, Ashlynn Lopez
and Mila Porter. Bari sax: Tyler Ryan.
Trumpet: Olivia Brunner, Korbin Col-
lins, Luke Feldkamp, Joaquin Hernan-
dez, Veda McDaniel, Riley Root,
Miles Vang and Addison Wheelock.
French horn: Amelia Madsen and
Grant Quade. Trombone: Eli Jenzen.
Baritone: Charles Helton. Tuba: Aud-
rey Gray. Percussion: Caitlyn Carreon,
Will Deml, Caleb Dufault, Cindy
Haines, Patrick Jore, Kayla Knutson,

& Residential
Snow Removal

CAFE,

e SINCE 1942 »

Great Home Cooking ¢ Catering

Full Breakfast Menu ¢ Daily Lunch Specials
104 State Street, Waseca MN e 835-1259

BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

Lawn Maintenance Zach Battenfeld

5607-621-0226

zachbattenfeld@gmail.com

Seventh Grade Choir: Lindy Berg-
dale, Lucas Boelter, Olivia Brunner,
Korbin Collins, Ryan DeWees, Ame-
lia Ellis, Silas Fairbanks, Jose Gaona,
Abbie Gilson, Eliana Grannis, Audrey
Gray, Kinley Grotberg, Cindy Haines,
Meah Hoy, Moses Gutierrez, Kaylee
Fierke, Emily Jarrett, Patrick Jore,
Ashlyn Kaiser, Kayla Knutson, Ade-
lynne Kruger, Mayson Kluver, Eben
Linnes, Amelia Madsen, Alora Mar-
weg, Greeacelyn O’Malley, Aubrey
Peterson, Maddie Poehler, Riley Root,
Brynda Rupe, Emma Sather, Elly
Schroeder, Lauran Tegmeier, Zoey
Wald, Ari Xiong, Teagan Hart.

Eighth Grade Band: Flute: Taylor

and Leah Wilson. Clarinet: Lilliana
Arkadie, Keira Holmgren and Shan-
non Sanchez. Bass Clarinet: Adora
Vogler. Alto Sax: Carter Dickson and
Zeb Sell. Tenor Sax: Charlotte Griffith
and Carson Mortensen. Bari Sax:
Hayden Allen. Trumpet: Luke Feld-
kamp, Kayla Landrum, Alex Lewan-
dowski, Hailey Proehl, Tennyson
Rugger and Lillian Whitesitt. Trom-
bone: Olivia Hagen, Teagan Nei-
decker and Andy Spotts. Baritone:
Mayson Smith. Tuba: Charles Galle
and Brody Gray. Percussion: Lujah
Entinger, Liam Malterer, Lilly Muff,
Miles Popp, Olive Scheffert and Kin-
ley Thostenson.

berger, Lysa Blow, Miia Caballero,
Lujah Entinger, Madison Frederick,
Autumn Fritz, Evie Griffin, Charlotte
Griffith, Colin Guggisberg, Vaira
Guse, Kiyanna Gwilt, Oliver Hae-
kenkamp, Claire Harguth, Keira
Holmgren, Lucy Kolstad, Ellie Ko-
pischke, Corine Kratzer, Lilly Muff,
Teagan Neidecker, Diamond Perrizo,
Miles Popp, Alexander Revermann,
Emely Rivera Perez, Tobin Rutt, Olive
Scheffert, Jozy Schlaak, Raya Sieberg,
Molly Sletten, Andy Spotts, Joseph
Stencel, Mateo Vasquez-Neigebauer,
Adora Vogler, Mallory Wetzel, Lilly
Whitesitt, Leah Wilson and Keera
Wolske.

WALDORF
CITY COUNCIL

Waldorf
councill
approves
fire chief
salary

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

The Waldorf city council met
on the evening of Monday, May
11.During their regular monthly
meeting the evening of May 11,
Waldorf city council members
approved a $3,900 annual sal-
ary for the city’s fire chief, with
the condition that either he at-
tend council meetings per-
sonally or make arrangements
for a representative to attend.
Council members learned the
fire department has accepted
three new fire fighters.For the
Waldorf Days FD raffle, Natalie
Roecker, gambling manager, re-
quested an offsite gambling
permit.

For water/sewer a total of
$2,871 was not collected. The
city media and anthracite
(filters) need to be cleaned due
to iron buildup. This will cost
around $10,000.

Council members were also
informed that an aging Xcel
power line that supplies elec-
tricity to the light post near the
city’s Veterans Park, is in need
of replacement; Xcel will be
billing the city almost $2,500
for the work.

The next meeting of the Wal-
dorf Days committee is 5 p.m.
on June § at 5 p.m. at city hall;
Waldorf Days will be August
21 to 23. John Hanson, Waseca
teacher, was present to discuss
the Waldorf History Walk,
which he would like to adver-
tise alongside Waldorf days.
These walks consist of GPS
tours using a downloaded app
and include historic landmarks
and events. Janesville, New
Richland, Waseca and Waldorf
are all being included. The
tours and other features can be
viewed at www.explorewaseca-
county.gov.

Wendy Holmes, Waldorf res-
ident, is interested in using the
community center on Monday
nights to offer free line-dancing
lessons.

The Waldorf Park Committee
will have the old playground
equipment removed free of
charge with the exception of
two blue slides that were pur-
chased at Menards and can be
re-homed. Renee Cordes has re-
quested that their family could
obtain both slides, provided
Waldorf is no longer liable for
the slides once removed. The
Waldorf Park Committee is still
accepting donations for the
playground.

The next council workshop
will be at 6 p.m. Monday, June
1. The topics will be data
centers and the new Mediac-
omm contract.

The plastic Bag Trex Pro-
gram will continue but will not
guarantee park benches for
every 250 pounds collected. In-
stead, for collecting 250
pounds., Waldorf will be en-
tered into a quarterly drawing.

Ali and Willy Malecha are excited to continue to
bring you the excellent service you have come
to expect at Dave’s Body Shop!

Serving Waseca and the surrounding
areas for more than 30 years!

715 S State St,
Waseca, MN

(507) 835-8615

Hours:
Sat-Sun.......... Closed
M-F.......... 8 AM-5 PM

Serving the Mankato, MN area with
a full range of eye care services,
including routine eye exams,
contacts, glasses & urgent care visits.
At Eye Q Vision we are dedicated
to providing our patients with the
highest quality of optometric care to
patients of all ages!

507-387-6695 * eyeqvisionmankato.com

OUR STAFF
Jeffery Crowley OD
Angela Johnson OD
Laura Coudron OD

ADDRESS

M Star Street
Suite 101
Mankato, MN
56001
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Dale Joecks

Dale Ronald Joecks, age 88,
passed away on May 12, 2026 at
Prairie Senior Cottages in New
Richland, where he received
wonderful care.

Dale was born in Waseca on
February 28, 1938, the youngest
son of Erich and Elizabeth
(Schoenrock) Joecks of New
Richland. He was a member of
First Lutheran Church in Wal-
dorf, where he was baptized and
confirmed. He grew up on the
family farm near Waldorf where
he helped his parents farm.
When he was old enough, he
took a job hauling grain. In
1956, he graduated from Wal-
dorf High School.

On September 7, 1958, he
married Judith Kay Lorig,
daughter of Elwin (Bud) and
Darlene (McKeighan) Lorig at
St. Paul's Lutheran Church in
Waseca. They made their first
home in Waseca, where Dale
was employed by Patton Chev-
rolet. A true car enthusiast, Dale
thoroughly enjoyed his time
selling cars at Patton. Dale also
worked at Corchran, Inc. in
Waseca, which he loved rem-
iniscing about. We think he had
a lot of fun at Corchran's.

In the fall of 1960, Dale and
Judy moved to the home farm,
planted their first crop that
spring, and continued farming
until retiring in 2018. After re-
tirement, he still enjoyed help-
ing with tillage until age 80.
Their son Todd and his family
moved to the home farm in 2004
where they lovingly operate this
now third generation farm.

Dale liked to travel but liked
getting home even better. Dale
and Judy enjoyed a number of
great company trips around the
world with customers, fellow
dealers and friends during his
time selling seed for Super
Crost. The time he spent with
his family, whether it was a road
trip to CA, or a trip to the Dairy
Queen, was what he enjoyed the
most.

Dale Joecks

He is survived by his wife,
Judy Joecks of New Richland;
children, Becky Joecks of Sioux
Falls, SD, Todd (Denise) Joecks
of New Richland, Gail Joecks of
St. Louis Park; one grandchild,
Lucas Joecks; as well as many
cousins, nieces, nephews, and
their families.

He was preceded in death by
his parents, Erich and Elizabeth
Joecks; sister, Leona Collins;
brothers, Luverne Joecks, Ken-
neth Joecks; granddaughter,
Elizabeth Moen; mother and
father-in-law, Elwin and Dar-
lene Lorig; sisters-in-law, Lo-
retta Joecks, Leola Joecks,
Nancy Lorig; brothers-in-law,
Orville Collins, Douglas Lorig,
and Philip Lorig; and nephew,
Curtis Collins.

Visitation for Dale will be
from 4 - 7 PM on Tuesday, May
19, 2026 at the Third Street
Chapel of Dennis-Steffel-
Omtvedt Funeral and Cremation
Service in Waseca. Visitation
will continue one hour prior to
the service at the church on
Wednesday.

Funeral Service was at 11:00
AM on Wednesday, May 20,
2026 at First Lutheran Church
in Waldorf. Burial followed at
First Lutheran Cemetery in Wal-
dorf.

Memorials may be directed to
the First Lutheran Church of
Waldorf, MN in Dale's honor.

Dsofuneral.com

‘Ask a Trooper’:
stopping for buses

Question: Did I hear some-
thing about a new law about
stopping for school buses?

Answer: In March 2026,
Minnesota law changed to re-
quire drivers to stop at least 20
feet away from a school bus
whenever the red lights are
flashing. The stop arm does not
need to be fully extended. This
new requirement aims to re-
move confusion and clarify ex-
pectations for every driver on
the road.

What changed

In the past, some drivers
waited until the stop arm was
fully extended before stopping.
That is no longer the case.

Now, the rule is simple:

When a school bus’s red
lights begin flashing, you must
stop — no exceptions — at
least 20 feet away from the
bus.

* This applies whether the
stop arm is extended or not.

* This applies when ap-
proaching from behind the bus.

* This applies to oncoming
traffic on undivided roads.

This change removes guess-
work and helps protect students
as they enter or exit the bus.

You can avoid a ticket — and
a crash — if you simply buckle
up, drive at safe speeds, pay at-
tention and always drive sober.
Help us drive Minnesota To-
ward Zero Deaths.

If you have any questions
concerning traffic related laws
or issues in Minnesota send
your questions to Sgt. Troy
Christianson — Minnesota State
Patrol at 2900 48th Street NW,
Rochester MN 55901-5848.
(Or reach him at, Troy.Chris-
tianson(@state.mn.us)

Skip Ristau

Lavern “Skip” Ristau, age 91 of
Waseca, died on the morning of
Friday, April 10, 2026, at his Col-
ony Court Home in Waseca.

Born on October 28, 1934 in
Waseca, Minnesota, Skip was the
son of R.J. and Irene (Koester)
Ristau.  He graduated from
Waseca High School in 1953 and
enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1954.
He served during the Korean
Conflict in South Korea. He was
also stationed in Iwo Jima and
Japan before being honorably dis-
charged in 1957. Skip was very
proud of his years of service and
always smiled when someone
came up and thanked him for his
service.

Skip met his future wife, Shir-
ley while home on leave. They
were married on November 10,
1956 in Albert Lea. They moved
briefly to Alabama while Skip fin-
ished his military duty before
moving back to Minnesota. After
a short stay in Janesville, they

moved to rural Waseca.

Skip did some mechanic work
upon moving to Minnesota and
then worked alongside his brother
Bud on the family farm for sev-
eral years before going to work
for Kohnert and Youngberg con-
struction. This is where Skip
learned his lifelong passion of
working in the carpentry field.
He spent several years with K &
Y before moving on to the car-
penter position at UMW. He
worked there for almost 20 years
before it closed. He then spent
the next 4 years working at the
Minnesota State Capitol Building.
He retired in 1995. In retirement,
Skip and Shirley spent 19 years
wintering in Mesa, AZ until Shir-
ley’s passing in 2014.

Skip enjoyed going on multiple
fishing trips. He loved cutting
wood on weekends with his
family. He also enjoyed spending
summers with friends and family
at his cabin on Reeds Lake. He
enjoyed his retirement — taking up
golf at the age of 63 and he man-

aged a hole in one. Skip was a
life long member of St. Paul Lu-
theran Church in Waseca.

Skip was a hard worker. He
passed this work ethic onto his
children. Even in retirement he
helped do small projects in Ari-
zona for friends and picked up
golf balls. He loved coming out
to the shop when he was in Min-
nesota. Skip was always willing
to help out — even if that meant
sweeping. He will be missed.

Skip is survived by his two
children, Greg “Skip” (Diane
Lewis) Ristau of Waseca and
Tammy (Dale) Liska of Mesa,
AZ; grandchildren Jennifer
(Brandon) Bauleke of Savage, Jo-
shua (Angie) Ristau of Waseca,
Katie Liska of Mesa, AZ, and Be-
thany Lewis of St. Paul; and six
great-grandchildren,  Charlie,
Will, and Lucy Bauleke, Corbin
and Cullen Ristaul, and Briley
Gorder. He was preceded in
death by his parents; wife, Shir-
ley; and brother.

Funeral services will be held on

Skip Ristau

Thursday, May 28, 2026 at 2:00
PM at the State Street Chapel of
Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral
and Cremation Service in Waseca.
Visitation will be held on Thurs-
day from 12:00 PM until the time
of services at the funeral home. A
private interment will be held at
Woodville Cemetery in Waseca.

Gerald Rocca

Gerald Thomas Rocca, known
to most as "Rock" or "Gerry,"
passed away on May 13, 2026, at
the age of 63. A native of lowa
City, Gerry was born on Sep-
tember 16, 1962, to Shirley and
Phil Rocca Sr.

Gerry "Rock" graduated from
City High School in lowa City
with the Class of 1981. During his
30-year career with the federal
prison system, he and his family
moved around before eventually
landing in Waseca, MN. Around
Waseca, many knew him from the
youth football field or wrestling
mat, dance studio (owned by
Sharri), Waseca High School
cheer events, or the Eagles Club
where he freely gave his time and
energy. He retired in Fernandina
Beach, FL, with plenty of crazy
stories and the kind of humor that
could light up any room.

But, of all the titles he held in

life, his favorites were husband,
dad, and most recently, "Grandpa
Rock".

He found joy in life's simple
pleasures: crossword puzzles,
walking his dog, bike rides,
camping, reading, and spending
time with the people he loved
most. He was an avid fan of the
Chicago Bears, Chicago Cubs,
and lowa Hawkeyes, and found
much joy in rooting against the
Green Bay Packers. Once you
were in his circle, you were
family for life. He never missed a
birthday or weekly call. He
showed his love through sarcasm,
jokes, teasing, and always being
there when it mattered.

Gerry is survived by his wife of
almost 40 years, Sharri, and two
daughters Allison Koziol (Matt
and grandson Boone) of Canton,
GA, and Tiffany Sherman (Brian)
of Jacksonville, FL. He is also
survived by his older brother
Andy Rocca (Terri and sons Nick,

Joel, Ben), younger brother Phil
Rocca Jr. (Philip III, Paige,
Peter); aunt and uncles, James
Rocca, Loretta (James) Clark, and
Mike (Beryl) Rooca; Father-in-
Law, Fred Kamrath, nephew and
niece Bradley Jr. and Brigette
Kamrath; and two grandchildren
on the way.

He is preceded in death by his
Mother-in-Law, Rose Marie
Kamrath, Brother-in-Law, Brad-
ley Kamrath Sr., nephew, Bryce
Kamrath, his mother Shirley
Rocca, and father Phil Rocca Sr.

A life celebration will be held
at 10:30 AM, Friday, June 5, 2026
at Lensing Funeral & Cremation
Service, lowa City. Friends are
welcome to join the family at The
Kirkwood Room, next to the fu-
neral home, following the service.

In lieu of flowers, memorials
donations may be directed to the
Waseca Area Foundation, 501 E.
Elm Ave, Waseca, MN, 56093
or online at wasecaareafounda-

Gerald Rocco

tion.org. In memo, please note
Gerry Rocca. Donations will
benefit the Waseca Football and
Wrestling Programs.

Online condolences at
www.lensingfuneral.com

Barbara Weber

Barbara Ruth Weber, age 89, of
Amery, Wisconsin, formerly of
Waterville, passed away on Sun-
day, May 17, 2026, in Amery,
Wisconsin.

Barbara was born on March 24,
1937, in Waseca, the daughter of
Herman and Ruth (Tolzmann)
Cords. She began her education at
Trinity Lutheran School in Janes-
ville, completing eighth grade
there before attending Janesville
High School, where she gradu-
ated with the Class of 1955.

Barbara continued her educa-
tion at Concordia University in
St. Paul, earning her associate de-
gree in elementary education.

Following graduation, Barbara
began her teaching career in Kan-
sas. It was there that she met Ev-
erett Weber, and together they

were united in marriage on June
19, 1960, at Trinity Lutheran
Church in Janesville. Together
they had two sons and shared 21
years of marriage before Everett
passed away on August 28, 1981.
Barbara and Everett began their
married life in Kansas, where she
continued teaching until the birth
of their oldest son, when she de-
voted herself to raising her family.
In 1975, the family moved to Ely-
sian for a short time before set-
tling in Waterville. After her sons
were grown, Barbara returned to
the workforce and was employed
at Brown Printing in Waseca.
Barbara enjoyed reading, tend-
ing to her flower garden, studying
history, and visiting cemeteries.
She treasured time spent having
coffee with friends in Waterville
and volunteered at the local nurs-

ing home. She was a lifelong
member of Trinity Lutheran
Church in Janesville, where her
faith remained a steady founda-
tion throughout her life.

Barbara is survived by her sons,
Dean and Dennis; siblings: Rob-
ert Cords, Alma Johnston, and
Mary (Frank) Thull; and many
nieces, nephews, other relatives,
and friends.

She was preceded in death by
her parents; her husband, Everett;
brother, Gerald (Linda) Cords;
sister, Charlotte (Bill) Harms; and
brother-in-law, Richard Johnston.

Funeral services will be held at
1:00 PM on Friday, May 22,
2026, at Trinity Lutheran Church
in Janesville. Interment will fol-
low at St. John-Trinity Lutheran
Cemetery in losco Township,
Waseca County. Visitation will

Barbara Weber

begin at 11:30 AM and continue

until the time of the service at the

church on Friday.
DSOFuneral.com
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APPRECIATED - Waseca Exchange Club President, Mikhail
Rostislavovich, Fernbrook Associate Director and guest
speaker Leann Kahl, and Jeanne Sexton on Tuesday, May 12,
2026. Kahl was presented with a Certificate of Appreciation.

Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

Exchange Club
features Leann
Kahl, Brian Duncan

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

Two guest speakers shared infor-
mation during the Waseca Ex-
change Club’s meeting on Tuesday,
May 12.

After club president Mikhail
Rostislavovich called the meeting
to order, vice president Dr. Jay Bul-
fer said that since May is Military
Appreciation Month, he wanted to
highlight freedom shrines. Said
Bulfer, “The freedom shrine is a
permanent display of foundational
American documents like the Dec-
laration of Independence, The Get-
tysburg Address, the Bill of Rights
and other historical documents lo-
cated at schools and public loca-
tions.” Such shrines are already in
place at some local schools and the
Waseca County Courthouse. Said
Rostislavovich, “This year we’ll be
dedicating a brand new installation
at the high school that's in the pro-
cess of being put up. We have the
pieces here, Jeanne [Sexton] and 1
have been working with the school
and getting that program together,
and everyone is invited.”

Bryan Duncan, whose wife is
National Exchange Club vice pres-
ident Annette Duncan, couldn’t
help commenting on the club’s
growth, saying “The last time [ was
in Waseca there were only four
people on this board.” He told the
group about plans underway by the
Medford Exchange Club to set up a
“Healing Field” in the Owatonna
area from September 11 to 13. Such
fields are temporary displays of
sometimes thousands of flags; each
is dedicated to an individual se-
lected by the person who sponsors
the flag. The honoree might be a
loved one or a personal hero. Typi-
cal choices are 9-1-1 victims or he-
roes, veterans, emergency
responders, and children. Flags are
set up on a large open field where
visitors can walk through and read
the names and descriptions posted
with each flag. Personal items, for
example a boot, ribbon, or teddy

bear, are also often displayed. Flags
might also commemorate a pet or a
special event in a person’s life.
“This is the only healing field that’s
going up in Minnesota this year,”
said Duncan. Plans are for 1,000
five-foot flags, including a set of 26
which show the changes in our flag
over the last 250 years. More infor-
mation is available on the website
www.healingfield.org/owatonna.

Also speaking at the meeting was
Leann Kahl, who is a counselor
with the Fernbrook Family Center
in Waseca. She spent 26 years in di-
rect care with the juvenile correc-
tions department in North Dakota,
becoming a counselor in 2013.
More recently she’s been an adjunct
instructor of online courses at St.
Mary’s University of Minnesota.
Said Kahl, “Not a lot of people even
know Fernbrook is in Waseca.
We’re located at 119 North State
Street. Fernbrook is located in 12
different counties across southern
Minnesota. We’ve just acquired
Lighthouse Counseling near Mi-
laca. We’re always looking for
practitioners and many different
openings, as long as we have refer-
rals, we have an opening. Education
is great, but we also want experi-
ence, we also take interns at all
levels.”

New Exchange Club members
Riley Lynch, Mary Pascua and Josh
Sorensen were inducted during the
meeting; Rostislavovich reminded
them of the Exchange Club’s mis-
sion statement, its core values and
club motto; the induction also in-
cluded a group reading of the or-
ganization’s covenant of service.

A ceremony honoring Sheriff Jay
Dulas and Officer Tim Schroeder is
scheduled for noon on May 20 at
the city public safety building on
State Street South. There will also
be a Freedom Shrine dedication at
6 p.m. Wednesday, May 27, inside
the Waseca Junior Senior High
School. Exchange Club members
will carry out their highway cleanup
project on Thursday, May 28.

With all my, a modern day parable

By PASTOR KEN ANDRS

Let me introduce you to Roger.
Roger is efficient. His days run seam-
lessly and he likes it that way. When his
phone alarm rings at 5:30 AM, he is up
and ready. Thanks to his programmable
coffeemaker, he drinks his freshly
brewed coffee at 5:37. He's already into
treadmill routine by 5:45. He takes care
of all of his e-mails before sunup.
Roger even has all his calendar items
entered neatly into color-coded blocks.
His meetings scheduled, groceries de-
livered, bills automated-life optimized.
Roger is beyond well-organized.

People admire Roger. "You're so dis-
ciplined. I don't know how you do it
all." They complement him saying,
"You've really got life thing figured
out." And in many ways, he does.

Roger attends church regularly. He
gives online so he never forgets. He
listens to sermons while driving. He
even volunteers twice a month on the
A/V team, because it fit his schedule
and doesn't require much conversation.
His life seems to "just work."

If someone were to ask him whether
he loves God, he would answer imme-
diately, "Of course I do." And he would
mean it.

One day, Roger's perspective
changed. It was Thursday evening,
after another long, but efficient day.
Roger stopped at the local grocery store
to pick up a few things. He checked his
perfectly organized list. He navigated
effortlessly through the aisles, airpods
in, already planning out tomorrow's
events. As he reached for a carton of
eggs, he noticed an older woman stand-
ing near the dairy section blankly star-
ing at the milk.

He wanted to move on, and to finish
his shopping. But he noticed she hadn't
moved. Like at all. She just stood there,
staring. Something about her expres-
sion unsettled him. It wasn't panic, but
more like emotional exhaustion, like
she was there, but wasn't. He hesitated.

Roger avoided interruptions. Long
ago, he had learned that one interrup-
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tion could throw off an entire schedule.
Still, something about this woman just
wouldn't allow him to move.

He pulled one airpod out. "Ma'am,
are you alright?" Embarrassed to be no-
ticed that way, she said, "Oh, yes. I'm
sorry. I just got turned around." "I'm
Florence," she said.

She explained that her husband had
passed away just eight months earlier,
and he had always done the shopping.
She wandered stores trying to re-
member which brands he used to buy.
"I just can't remember whether he
bought 2% or whole milk." Florence
sheepishly laughed as she wiped away
tears she clearly didn't want him to see.

Roger glanced at his watch, then
back at Florence. This wasn't in his plan
for the evening.

Yet for reasons he couldn't explain,
he decided to stay. He helped her finish
shopping. They talked while walking
slowly through the aisles. She told
stories about her husband, Fred.

He was an appliance repairman, who
loved to tinker in their garage, and sang
terribly in church every Sunday.

At checkout, she realized she had
forgotten her wallet in the car. Roger
paid for her groceries. "It's too much,"
she protested. "It's okay," he said. And
it was—it felt right. He toted the gro-
ceries and placed them in her car. Be-
fore he could leave, Florence reached
into her purse and pulled out a folded
piece of paper. "Fred kept this in his
wallet," she said,

"I think I'm supposed to give it to
you." Roger refused at first, but Flor-
ence insisted. Roger then took it po-
litely. Sitting in his car, he unfolded the
paper.

Written on the tattered, heavily
creased paper was a single sentence

written in faded ink:

"Beware of acquiring the whole
world while becoming a stranger to
your own soul." Roger stared at those
deeply profound words for a long time.
He thought about how productive and
efficient he had become, yet, that day
was the first time in a very long time he
had truly noticed anyone. He had be-
come so proficient at managing and
scheduling people, replying to them
with thumbs-up or heart emojis.

He pondered these things late into
the night. The next morning, he skipped
the treadmill.

Instead sat quietly with a Bible he
believed in, but had allowed to mostly
become decoration on his coffee table.
That morning, he read it slowly, not to
prepare for a class, or to finish a reading
plan. That morning, he came across
words he had heard many times before:
"Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind and with all your strength...
and love your neighbor as yourself."

For the first time, the words felt ...dif-
ferent. Not just inspirational, but in-
stead, intentional. In that moment, he
realized he had spent his entire adult-
hood giving God pieces of himself, in-
stead of all of himself. He had given
God efficient church attendance, but
not worship. He generously gave his
money, but not his compassion. He had
right theology, but distracted attention.
He had figured out the secret of an op-
timized faith, but it had become just
another box to check. And perhaps with
the most regret, he had learned how to
avoid interruption so well, that he had
also avoided people.

In that life-altering moment, Roger's
committed to changing his life. He used
his commute to just pray and spend

quiet moments with God. He started
learning the names of cashiers and
servers. He called his sister instead of
merely liking her photos on social
media. He prayed more slowly, listened
more, and actually took time for others.

One afternoon, he visited Florence.
Over tea, they talked about grief, faith,
loneliness, and all things life. As he pre-
pared to leave, she looked in his eyes
and said, ""You know," she said, "most
people are so busy trying so hard to
love God, they forget to love the people
He made."

Roger hung his head because he
knew it was true. He had believed lov-
ing God was mostly about how
strongly you felt it, how faithfully you
attended church, and how consistently
you practiced religion. But he was be-
ginning to discover that loving God
with all your heart, soul, mind, and
strength isn't those things. It's more
about how you move through ordinary
life, how you see people, how you
spend time, how you respond to incon-
venience, and how willing you are to
be interrupted. Because authentic love
for God is not compartmentalized.

Eventually, others noticed a differ-
ence in Roger. They noticed he seemed
less hurried, maybe even less effi-
cient...yet more present. One evening
after church, a friend asked him what
had changed. Roger paused before an-
swering. "I think I spent most of my life
trying to fit God into my life." He
began to choke up. "Now I'm learning
to give my whole life back to Him."

And perhaps that is the question we
all must answer. Not whether God has
pieces of us, but does He have all of us?
Not just whether we believe in Him,
but are our heart, soul, mind, strength,
and relationships being reshaped by His
love?

So, as we conclude, let me ask you-
Do you love God? If so, how? How is
your life different because of your love
for God? What impact is His love mak-
ing through you?

Faith United Methodist Church Salad Luncheon

LUNCH HELPERS - Volunteers at the Faith United Methodist salad luncheon in April agree these four were some of the most ded-

icated workers. Pictured here are (from left) Bruce Stauffer, Gary Born, Clair Voshell and Bob Hunter.

Pioneer photo by Deb Bently
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On-Site Bulk Fuel Delivery
Waseca, Mn

=

Complete Septic Service and Installation * Excavation

Residential and Commercial Site Preparation and Utilities
Locally Owned and Operated since 1978

CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH
2200 4th St NE, Waseca
507-835-2235
Service times 9:30 a.m.

* * *
4TH STREET EVANGELICAL CHURCH
605 4th St NE, Waseca
507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew Isker)
Worship Sundays 10 a.m
* * *

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-3167
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m.

* * *

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN

CHURCH
309 6th St NE, Waseca
507-835-9176
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School/Fellowship 10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Eve Worship 6:30 p.m.

* * *

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca
507-833-1703
Sundays 9:00 a.m.

* ok ¥
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
314 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-2647
Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m.

* % ¥

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-4548 (office email:
lewaseca@hickorytech.net)
Worship Sunday 10 a.m.

* * *

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca
507-835-1709
Worship Sunday 9 a.m.
* * *
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH
111 4th St NW, Waseca
Father Glenn Ferichs
507-835-1222
Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m., Tues. and Wed.
at 8:30 a.m. and Thurs. at 7 a.m.; Saturdays at
5p.m.
* * *
REAL LIFE CHURCH
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca
507-833-0017
Sunday worship 10 a.m.

* * *

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-
DAY SAINTS
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca
507-835-4640
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m.
* * *

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1221 8th St SE, Waseca
507-835-2213
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday Worship
10:45 a.m.

* * ¥
CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca
507-833-1082
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun Evening
6:00 p.m., Wed. evening 6:30 p.m.

* * *

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

New Richland, Minnesota

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir and
Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship

* * *

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Otisco, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship
* * *
TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Mary Iverson
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sunday
School; 10 a.m. Coffee
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7 p.m.
Council meeting
* * *
LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sunday
School
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
* * *

VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *

VISTA EVANGELICAL
COVENANT CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Brian Schanil Pastor
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sunday
School
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Ministry, 1-3
p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and Yard Games, 6
p-m. until dark
* * *
ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Father Glenn Ferichs
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 4th Fridays
p-m. Mass
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m.
£ * *
FIRST LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
‘Waldorf, Minnesota
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Larry Sipe
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m. Sunday
School and adult bible class
* * *
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Freedom Township
Sunday — 9:15 a.m. Worship
* * *

ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
‘Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* * *

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC
‘Waldorf, Minnesota
Father Brian Mulligan
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship
* * *
TRINITY LUTHERAN
Wilton Township
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor
Services 6 p.m. Saturday
* * *
THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Brad Donner, Branch President
Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 11:20
a.m. Sunday School
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities, ages
12-18

* # B

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
412 N. Main Street, Janesville
Pastor Jason Wolter
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible Class, 10:30
a.m. Worship
* * *
JANESVILLE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
401 N. West St., Janesville
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship
* * *
BLOOMING GROVE UNITED METH-
ODIST CHURCH
43089 180th St., Morristown
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer worship hours,
(10:45 a.m. Worship, winter)
* * *

ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
307 W. 2nd St, Janesville
10 a.m. - Mass
* * *
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 Owen St., Janesville

Pastor Sarah Krolak
* E *

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL CHURCH
Alma City, Minnesota
Pastor Robert Harting
Sunday - 10 a.m. \llorsglip "

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Smiths Mill, Minnesota
Pastor Robert Harting
Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN
CHURCH ELCA
404 30 120th St. Waseca
Pastor Sarah Krolak
507-234-6463
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second sunday
“Young at heart”
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation
* * *

NOTE: CHANGES IN CHURCH CAL-
ENDARS MUST BE MADE BY NOTIFI-
CATION FROM A MEMBER OF THE
CONGREGATION TO THE WASECA
COUNTY PIONEER.
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200 2nd Street NE
Waseca, MN 56093
PH: (507) 835-4220
FX: (507) 835-7751
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TYLER HUBER
BECK’'S HYBRID DEALER

(507) 461-3756

corncountryseedco@gmail.com
beckshybrids.com
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Area Memorial Day ceremonies

Memorial Day Events

Veterans organizations will
celebrate Memorial Day, Monday,
May 25, 2026, in accordance with
the following schedule. Please set
aside time to attend one of these
events in commemoration of those
who have and are currently
serving our country in the military.
The events especially pay tribute
to those who have given the
ultimate sacrifice of their lives,
establishing freedom in the United
States of America.

Those who wish to be able to sit
during outdoor ceremonies may
wish to consider bringing a lawn
chair.

Waseca

The program starts at 9 a.m.
Monday at the south side of the
Waseca County courthouse with a
short parade followed by a
ceremony. The speaker during the
ceremony will be Colonel (retired)
Tom Sexton USAF; Commander
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Darnell Anderson will be the
master of ceremonies for the
program, which will begin with
flag raising ceremonies led by
V.E.W. Honor Guard members
Blaine Brooks, Chris Weber and
Dean Farley.

Anyone wishing to be seated
during the ceremony should bring
a lawn chair.

The national anthem and other
musical selections will be played
by the members of the Waseca
High School Band, directed by
Devon Lawrence. Singing the
national anthem as well as other
pieces will be members of the high
school male and female sextets,
directed by Megan Kreinbring.

Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address
will be delivered by Violet
Rohwer. John and Simon Hoehn
will sing “The Empty Chair.”

In the event of rain or other
inclement weather, the program
will be moved inside Waseca High
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Financial clarity for
a meaningful life

DIANE BECKMANN LUTCF, FICE, FIC
Financial Associate

201 2nd St NE, Waseca, MN 56093
(507) 835-9899

(507) 267-3962 (
1381 State St. S
Waseca, MN

School, with a start time of 9:30
a.m.
Janesville

A Memorial Day program will
begin at 9 a.m. May 25 at JWP
High School. The speaker will be
Ryan Rohwer.

New Richland

The New Richland American
Legion invites all members of the
public to its annual Memorial Day
program, scheduled for 11 a.m.
Monday, May 25 in the NRHEG
Secondary School gymnasium.
Along with ceremonial
observations, the program will
feature local news reporter Deb
Bently as speaker. The school

choir will sing the national
anthem, “My Country ‘tis of
Thee,” and ‘“America, the

Beautiful.” Seniors Chloe Stork
and Jacob Karl will give readings.

After the ceremony, participants
are invited to The Willows

restaurant, which will offer lunch

PH

QB

www.phblawoffice.com

that day even though it’s typically
closed on Mondays. A limited
menu will feature pulled pork
sandwiches and potato salad for
$11 a person.

Waldorf

The Waldorf American Legion
Post #587 Memorial Day Program
will be at the Waldorf Community
Center located on Main Street at
10:15 a.m. with Past American
Legion District Commander Mark
Maloney as speaker. Prior to the
program at 9 a.m., a graveside
service will take place at Zoar’s
Cemetery. Following the program,
graveside services will be
presented  at St. Joseph
Community Cemetery and First
Lutheran Church Cemetery. A
potluck dinner will begin at noon
in the Community Center;
everyone is welcome.
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Financial

Kevin W. Walter, CRPC®
Financial Advisor
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| HOURS
Mon-Fri:
WALDORF 8:30 a.m. -
f Commercial, agricultural and personal banking [R\IY)
Saturday: Closed
102 South Main St PH: (507) 239-2166
Waldorf, MN 56091  FX: (507) 239-2249
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40’ Brien

TAX & ACCOUNTING

212 15th Avenue NE
Suite 1040
L Waseca, MN 56093

Matt O’Brien

Ph: 507-201-3820
Fax: 507-201-3822
email: matt@wmnta.com
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715 S State St,
MN

GUARDIAN ENERGY &’ :l::: I('s" Appllance

(507) 835-8615 .
BAUSLIS Sales & Service

SE Ll 507-461-9615

Hours

M-F ... 7:00 AM - 5:30 PM 213 15th Ave NE

(507) 835-911

info@iWealth4me.com 408 Broadway St,

Hartland, MN, 56042 ‘
(507) 845-2100 \
LD-AG.com

AMERICAN MADE
FARMER OWNED

www.guardiannrg.com

Sat.....7:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Whirlpool ey o2 W Waseca, MN 56093

: Visit our new Showroom!
405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN A
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Lucia’s Cocina
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Service . 9352 SW 37th Ave,
321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN Catel'lllg Hope, MN, 56046

Call Us! (507) 835-4610

661-331-4912 B (507) 451-3043
) Waseca, MN and Surrounding Areas kfshope@outlook.com [t
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Janesville

25 years ago
- Jenniter Lynn Wilmes, daugh-
ter of Chuck and Jane Wilmes of
Janesville, and Mark Leo Slater,
son of Donald and Doreen Slater
of Mankato, wish to announce
their engagement. Jennifer Is a
1996 graduate of Janesville-Wal-
dorf-Pemberton High School and
a 2000 greduate of Minnesota
State University In Mankato. She
is currently employed as a first
grade teacher at Saint Anne's In
Le Sueur. Mark is a 1999 gradu-
ate of Mankato East High School
and is attending Riverland Com-
munity College In Austin, where
he is majoring in law enforcement. He is currently employed as a
reserve officer for Eagie Lake. A Saturday, June 30, 2001, wedding
is planned In Janesville.

- Trinity Lutheran Church of Janesville heid Its confirmation on
Sunday, April 8. Front row (from left): Ashley Sydnes, Angela
Bluhm, Keily Christenson, Danielle Jesse, Bonnie Trahme and Nic-
ole Ozmun, Second row: Heather Johnson, Del Menze, Timothy
Malterer, Rev. Larry Gritfin, Brooke Milbrett, John Hartfiel and
Keisha Roemhildt. Third row: Amanda Rosen, Lee Fetchenhier,
Kevin Mosher, Ashley Flaten, Jo Hannah Trahms and Kaleena
Steinberg. Fourth row: Nels Barbknecht, Zachary Mulcahey, Jef-
frey Gottschalk, James Schlie, Joshua Mertens, Brian Linde and
Lance Meyer.

- The Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton Junior High golf team remained
perfect for the year by edging St. Clair 163 to 165 at Terrace View Golf
Course in Mankato May 1. The Bulldogs have won both of their starts
and are 3-0 overall. Dan Sprengeler led JWP and earned medalist honors
for the meet by shooting a none-over-par 36. Kevin Pommier fired a 39
to finish in fourth place, while Lance Meyer and Cory Schroeder tied
for firth place with 44s. Tanner Barbknecht and Greg Homers tied for
eighth place by shooting 47s and John Hartfiel carded a 53 to place
13th.

50 years ago

- Like mothers all over America, Mrs, Ron Anderson, Pemberton,
Is looking forward to a day off next Sunday. Even though she has
14 children, Mrs. Anderson says, "I don't lift a finger on Mother's
Day. Ron and the kids do everything." The Andersons are shown
bere with their children, who range in age from nine months to 15.
In the bottom row are Valerie, 8j Steve, 12; Mr. and Mins. Anderson
and son, Mike, nine months, JI, 7; Kathy Jo, 6; and Sue, 14, Above,
from left, are Joe, 12; Mark, 15; Doug, 13; Kelth, 11g Paula, 4;
Karla, 10; Peter, 10; and Danny, 9.

- The Janesville Dairy Queen will be participating in “Minnesota Hy-
pertension Detection Days”, a statewide high blood pressure screening
program scheduled May 18 and 19 at participating Dairy Queen stores.
High blood pressure or hypertension ranks as the country’s sixth leading
health problem. On May 18-19, volunteers, composed of members of
the medical community along with trained lay people, will administer
blood pressure checks at the Janesville Dairy Queen and refer those
with elevated blood pressure to doctors for further diagnosis and pre-
scribed care.

- On Tuesday evening, April 13, Mrs. Lee Tetzloff entertained the
members of her Bridge Club at dessert lunch at eight o’clock, followed
by an evening of Bridge. Mrs. Audrey Scott was a guest. Mrs. Gene
Wiebusch and Mrs. David Pope took home the prizes for the evening.
Mrs. Melvin Sprengeler was hostess to her Bridge Club members on
April 28, at dessert lunch and an evening of cards. Mrs. Gayle Gardner
was a guest. Prizes at Contract Bridge were awarded to Mrs. Velma
Dahl and Mrs. Fred W. Arnoldt. Mrs. Gene Wiebusch will be the hostess
on May 12.

75 years ago

- Dr. R.C. Hottinger, who purchased and took possession this week
of the Brown building, has already started work on remodeling the in-
side into his new offices and treatment rooms, and said that he hoped
to be able to have the renovation completed by June 15. He said that he
was very pleased with his new location which will afford him ample
space for a good sized waiting room, three large treatment rooms, be-
sides space for X-ray apparatus and other essential equipment.

- LaVon Tetzloff was born in St. Clair, Minn. She attended Trinity
Lutheran school for four years, and Janesville public school for eight
years. She participated in many extra-curricular activities. Included in
these are G.A.A.Glee Club, Hi-Lite Staff, Annual subject is Social
Sciences and her Staff, and Cubettes. Her favorite sport is basketball.
After school is over, LaVon would like to get a job which included trav-
eling. As for entertainment, LaVon’s favorite form is dancing to old time
music, played by the Jolly Lumberjacks, going to comedies starring
Fred MacMurray, and listening to Mail Order, Her pet peeve is gossip.

100 years ago
- Get our new low prices on quality chicks for balance of May and
the months of June and July. A late season makes late chick easier raised
and very profitable. Phone write or drive to our Hatchery. Hatches every
Monday and Thursday. Waseca Hatcher, Waseca, Minn.

Waseca

25 years ago

- The House of the Month for May is a beautiful Cape Cod style home at
708 9th Ave. NW. The main level features a large sunken living room, which
opens into a dining room and kitchen. Adjacent to the kitchen is the laundry
room, and sliding doors lead off the dining room out into a 12’ x 12’
screened-in gazebo. Two bedrooms also rest on the main level. The upper
level holds a third bedroom, as well as a space for a home office or reading
room. The basement features a spacious family room/den. Other features
of this house include 1 % baths and a large tandem garage. New carpet and
floor coverings have been installed, and the roof was reshingled in 1999.
The house sits in a quiet northwest location, with a large front and back
yard.

- These are the Waseca High School music department students who
have been selected to perform in the all-state musical groups for the
2001-02 school year.They are (front row, from left:) Josh Cosens, All-
State Jazz Band; Katie Hoyme, All-State Band; Alex Nelson, All-State
Mixed Choir; Kyra Kingsley, All-State Band; and Josh Abraham, All-
State Band. Back row: George Bagan, All-State Orchestra; Brad
Schultz, All-State Band; and Tyler Nelson, All-State Band.

- Casey’s General Store hopes to open a second convenience store with
gas pumps at 6th Ave. SW and South State Street. The Waseca Planning
Commission will hold a public hearing tonight at 7 p.m. at city hall to con-
sider the request. The plan would require a conditional use permit to allow
gas pumps in a B-3 District (Limited Business) and variances for off street
parking on the north side of the building as well as building setbacks. Four
of the five trees on the property would be cut down; however, the plan calls
for Casey’s to provide landscaping along the south property line to serve
as a buffer from adjacent residents. The property proposed for the General
Store is the former Lewer Auto Sales Lot.

- These are the book winners for the month of April as part of the
Blast Off for Reading campaign at Hartley Elementary School in
Waseca, They are (from left:) Jordan Loettier, Seth Dixon, Mallori Ma-
lenke, Abigall Terrell, Jessica Fraichard and Gunner Johnson. Each
class was given reading goals. Any student who attained their goal had
their names placed in a drawing. Mc Donald's certificates, books and
t-shirts were awarded.

- The University of South Dakota School of Business recently presented
scholarships to students at an awards ceremony held on campus. Alumni
and supporters of the school of business provided the awards and scholar-
ships. Matthew Buenzow, the son of Steve Buenzow and Mary Buenzow
of Waseca, is a junior majoring in Accounting. He received the Walter A.
Buhler Scholarship, a Partner of Arther Andersen & Co.

50 years ago

- Scholarships totaling nearly $36,500 were presented to 198 Augustana
College students during the annual Awards Day ceremonies in the college’s
gym-auditorium. President Charles L. Balcer presided over the presenta-
tions of the honor scholarships which cover the 1976-77 school year. Pres-
ident Sherwood O. Berg of South Dakota State University spoke on
“Scholarship-So What?”” before an audience which included the scholarship
recipients,’ their parents and friends and other academic honorees. During
the program announcement was made of graduate and undergraduate schol-
arships, fellowships and assistantships received by Augustana seniors as
well as members of the 1976 Augustana Honor Society and the winners of
departmental academic honors. Undergraduate winners of Awards Day
scholarships included: Aid Association for Lutherans Scholarships-Donald
Anderson, Waseca; The Julian Hofstad Scholarship-Patti Patton, Waseca;
Youngdahl Memorial Award-Judy Mahler, Waseca.

- The St. Cloud State University Jazz Ensemble II will present its spring
concert at 7 p.m. May 9, in the Performing Arts Center Recital Hall. Donna
Salzle, 208 9th Ave. NE Waseca, a sophomore is a member of the Jazz En-
semble II playing the saxophone. She is majoring in urban affairs and music.
The concert is free and open to the public and is sponsored by the univer-
sity’s music department. “Mercy, Mercy, Mercy,” “Here’s that Rainy Day,”
“Sunny,” “Scarborough Fair,” “Light my Fire,” and “Norwegian Wood,”
will be performed. Works by Thad Jones, Sammy Nestica and Dominic
Spera are also included in the program. The jazz ensemble is directed by
Allen Marquardt, instructor of music at SCSU.

75 years ago

- Carl E. Peterson and son Carliton have announced the sale of their Red
Owl Agency store located at 109 North State in Waseca. The owners said
they will take inventory May 20 and the new owner will assume manage-
ment May 21. Name of the purchaser, a Minneapolis man, was not revealed
because of the present business commitments.

- Word has just been received from Myron Clark that he will be the
speaker for the next Dairy Council meeting to be held at the Waseca Cream-
ery hall on Tuesday eventing May 22. Mr. Clark will discuss the dairy sit-
uation in Minnesota with particular emphasis on marketing and quality. The
meeting will afford an opportunity for Waseca county dairymen to get ac-
quainted with the new commissioner.

- Six-year-old Douglas Miller who received a eye cut with a piece of glass
shortly before nine on Wednesday of last week is making satisfactory pro-
gress toward recovery that his parents Mr. and Mrs. Charles II. Miller hope
they may bring him home from the hospital in Rochester, the latter part of
this week.

100 years ago
- Esteem has more engaging charms than friendship, and even love. It
captivates hearts better, and never makes ingrates. Rochefoucauld
- Mr. Burch Root sold a heifer to O. Priebe just recently.
- Mr. A.W. Bathke purchased a new car Friday at Waseca.
- Mr. George Doran has been hauling tile getting ready to improve his
farm.

New Richland

25 Years Ago

- The section solo and ensemble contest was held at Minnesota State
University - Mankato last Saturday, May 5. The NRHEG Jazz ensemble
received the highest superior rating they have ever received with a 39
(out of 40) while performing “Senor Banana,” featuring Dave Halbakken
on trumpet, “Since I Fell for You,” featuring Ellen Johnson on alto sax,
and “A Nasty Bit Of Blues,” featuring Tyler Moe on bari sax, Gavin Berg
on piano and Alex Barnett on percussion.

- Adam Groskreutz of Wells and Jodi Berg of New Richland announce
their engagement. Jodi is the daughter of Stanford and Kathleen Berg of
New Richland. She is a graduate of Riverland Community College and
a nursing student. Adam is the son of Neil and Jean Groskreutz of Wells.
He is a graduate of South Central Technical College with a degree in ag-
riculture. A June 9, 2001 wedding is planned.

- Erik and Bridget Wiebold of Shakopee announce the birth of their
daughter, Hannah Grace, born on Saturday, April 21, 2001 at St. Francis
Regional Medical center in Shakopee. Hannah weighed 8 pounds, 10
ounces and was 21 inches in length.

- In a one-hitter thrown by Erin Anderson, the Panthers swamped Far-
ibault Bethlehem Academy 12-1, Wednesday, May 2 at Faribault. In the
process Anderson struck out nine, walked two while facing 28 batters.
On Tuesday, May 1, the Panthers were rained out in the top of the fourth
inning, leading 5-1 over Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton.

50 Years Ago

- Jim Jacobson and Dann Phillips, senior members of the New Rich-
land-Hartland FFA chapter, have been awarded State Farmer degrees for
their involvement in FFA and farming activities during their high school
careers.

- The New Richland-Hartland High School Track team, under the di-
rection of their coaches, Don Haugen, Roger Melquist and Gary Nordlie,
ran away with the District IIA track meet, Tuesday evening, scoring 142
points. Austin Pacilli was second with 75; Grand Meadow third with 69

and Hayfield fourth with 61.

75 Years Ago

- The marriage of Adrian Boie of New Richland and Miss MArjorie
Hanson of Lemond will take place Sunday, June 17, at the Pontoppidan
Lutheran Church of Lemond, at 2:30 in the afternoon.

- A baby girl weighing six pounds was born to Mr. and Mrs. Donald
Matasosky of Minneapolis Monday, June 11.

- Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Chicos, living southwest of New Richland,
are the parents of a son born June 12 at the Naeve hospital, Albert Lea.

m Friendship

from Page 2

community. Completely transform-
ing the organization and the center.

- Served as President of the local
Exchange Club chapter and helped
lead significant membership growth
and statewide recognition.

- Active member and leader within
the Tuscan Lodge No. 77 Masons.

- Helped strengthen collaboration
between local nonprofits, civic
groups, schools, businesses, and
local government.

- Assisted in organizing and sup-
porting major community events,
fundraisers, recognition programs,
and civic celebrations throughout
Waseca.

- Played a leadership role in wel-
coming and mentoring new leaders
and community volunteers.

- Helped coordinate and support
candidate forums, legislative coffees,
town halls, and civic engagement op-
portunities for residents.

- Assisted with business retention
and economic development conver-
sations involving downtown redevel-
opment, housing, tourism, and
workforce initiatives.

- Supported local tourism attrac-
tions, arts events, seasonal celebra-
tions, and community branding
efforts.

- Advocated for community part-
nerships that brought organizations
together instead of operating in silos.

- Supported charitable and serv-
ice-focused efforts benefiting the
Waseca Area Food Shelf and other
community nonprofits.

- Assisted with recognition events
honoring veterans, first responders,
volunteers, and community leaders.

- Served as a mentor and encour-
ager to younger community leaders
and volunteers entering civic service.

- Brought regional and statewide

organizational connections back into
the Waseca community to benefit
local initiatives.

- Helped modernize and profes-
sionalize several local organizations
through branding, communication,
partnerships, and event execution.

- Worked to preserve and promote
Waseca’s sense of hospitality, vol-
unteerism, and civic pride.

- Consistently volunteered his
time, leadership, and expertise across

multiple organizations simulta-
neously for the betterment of the
community.

- Known for creating welcoming,
relationship-driven  environments
that encourage people to become
more involved in community life.

- Assisted organizations during
periods of transition, restructuring, or
uncertainty to help maintain continu-
ity and stability.

- Frequently recognized for his
formal professionalism, strong pub-
lic presence, and dedication to serv-
ice-oriented leadership.

- Helped elevate the visibility of
Waseca organizations and events
beyond the immediate community
through networking and advocacy.

- Integral part of getting Market-
place Commons across the finish
line.

- Always a sounding board for
other civic leaders.

- His expertise is unique and is
often called upon by elected officials
and City/County leadership.

“Both abundance and lack exist si-
multaneously in our lives, as parallel
realities. It is always our conscious
choice which secret garden we will
tend... when we choose not to focus
on what is missing from our lives but
are grateful for the abundance that's
present - love, health, family, friends,
work, the joys of nature and personal
pursuits that bring us pleasure - the
wasteland of illusion falls away and
we experience Heaven on earth.” -
Sarah Ban Breathnach

Waseca Music

C—O—M—P

YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STORE
Band Instruments - Repairs

A——N—Y

Guitars + CD, DVD, & Vinyl

907-835-2980

111 South State Street

Tesch Service Genter

Family-Owned Automotive Repair

e wheel alignments

* brake services
° suspension repairs
e towing & more!

Call us today!

I&, Rick’s Appliance

ricksappliancewaseca.com

Sales & Service

507-461-9615

@ Speed Queen

Whirlgool
AMANA

405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610
teschservice@mediacombb.net
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STATE OF MINNESOTA PERVISED ADMINISTRATION  resentative of the estate of the above  the estate to the persons thereunto en- Judge of District
COUNTY OF WASECA AND named decedent, in an unsupervised titled as ordered by the Court and Court Johnson
NOTICE TO CREDITORS probate, and that any objections close the estate.
DISTRICT COURT thereto must be filed with the Court. Notice is further given that ALL /s/ _Shannon Asselin APARTM ENTS
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT TO ALL INTERESTED PER- That, if proper, and no objections are CREDITORS having claims against Court Administrator 507-456-9514
PROBATE COURT DIVISION  SONS: filed, personal representative will be  said estate are required to present the PATTON, HOVERSTEN & BERG, Obperating in
Court File No.: 81-PR-26-302 It is Ordered and Notice is appointed to administer the estate, to  same to said personal representative  P.A. peratling

In Re: Estate of

MYRWOOD A. BAGNE,
Decedent

ORDER AND NOTICE OF
HEARING FOR FORMAL
PROBATE OF WILL AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE IN UNSU-

hereby given that on the 10th day of
June, 2026, at 9:00 a.m., a hearing
will be held in the above named
Court at Waseca, Waseca County,
Minnesota, for the formal probate of
an instrument purporting to be the
will of the above named decedent,
dated November 3, 2017, and for the
appointment of Karen E. Pederson
whose address is PO Box 561,
Waseca, MN 56093 as personal rep-

Get your news in the Pioneer
* news@wasecacountypioneer.com
« Call (507) 837-6767
« Office at 111 W. EIm Avenue

STRUCTURE
WARRANTY

SAFEBASEMENTS”

* (ertain terms and condiitions apply. Ask your Foundation Specialist for details.

Anyone can say they can fix it,
only we guarantee it...for life!
* Basement Waterproofing

* Foundation Repair
* Crawl Space Repair

& HomeAdvisor

TOP RATED

Schedule your
free inspection:

(844) 839-1112

Contractor ID BC80TTT3

collect all assets, pay all legal debts,
claims, taxes and expenses, and sell
real and personal property, and do all
necessary acts for the estate. Upon
completion of the probate, the repre-
sentatives shall file a final account
for the allowance and shall distribute

GENERAC
————]

GENERATOR

or to the Court Administrator within
four months after the date of this no-
tice or said claims will be barred.

Dated: April 30, 2026.
/s/_Carol M.
Hanks

Installation & Maintenance

CALLFORA
FREE QUOTE

SUMMIT
ON SECOND

APARTMENTS

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
507-201-3474

We are accepting
applications for:
1 bedroom apartments

Income guidelines apply
Vouchers accepted

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom
Rent based on income

Professionally managed by:

SUN.—- MON. CLOSED

WED.— SAT.-1pm to 11 pm

SWEET SOMMERS VFW POST 1642

3 4 5 Burger Night 5- | ¢ épm Bar Bingo | 7 7pm BINGO
7 pm

10 Breakfast 11 7 pm Post & 12 Burger Night 13 é6pm Bar 14 7pm BINGO

VFW 8:00am AUX. Meeting 5-7 pm Bingo

to noon Your

Host VFW

Baseball Team

24 25 26 Burger Night | 27 épm Bar 28 7pm BINGO
5-7 pm Bingo

31

HOURS OF OPERATION

TUE.— 1pm to 11pm Tue. Is Lady’s nite 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 from 4 to 6pm.

POST & AUX MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license number 00385

May

2026

1 MEAT Raffle
5:30

Horse racing
6:30pm

2

8 MEAT Raffle
5:30

Horse racing
6:30pm

15 MEAT Raffle
5:30

Horse racing
6:30pm

16

29 MEAT Raffle
5:30

Horse racing
6:30pm

30

007-923-2728

William L. Hoversten #47478
215 East Elm Avenue

Waseca, Steele,

Waseca, MN 56093 Freeborn
(507) 835-5240 Counties
bill.hoversten@phblawoffice.com .
Published in the Waseca County IOh nsonrents.com
Pioneer on May 14 and 21

INJURED?

We've Helped Thousands

Get Compensation

Contact Us Today
For Free Advice

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attorney

Workers' Compensation

Car Accidents
Personal Injury

FIELDS

INJURY LAW

507-900-5480

www.Fieldsinjury.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

WASECA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
The Waseca County Planning Commission will hold a public hearing at the Waseca County East
Annex (Commissioner’s Room), 300 N. State Street, Waseca, MN 56093 on Thursday, June 4, 2026,
at 7:00 p.m.to consider the following item:

A. Request for a Conditional Use Permit to create a pond closer than the required 75ft setback.
Taylor J. R. Erickson and Benjamin P. Doyle request a Conditional Use Permit to create a pond
on their common property line. The parcels (PID: 05.030.1110 and 05.030.1150) are in the
A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning district. The requested proposal is pursuant to the
requirements of Section 4.13(A)(2)(e)2 of the Waseca County UDC.

The staff report on this item will be available at the Waseca County Planning and Zoning Office, 300
N State St., Waseca during regular business hours 8-4:30, and will be on the county website
www.wasecacounty.gov at the agenda tab by June 1, 2026. Oral comments will be accepted at the
meeting. Upon request, accommodation will be provided to allow individuals with disabilities to
participate in all Waseca County services, programs and activities.

Tina G. Wilson, Planning and Zoning Administrator

MINNESOTA
NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

¢ MCAN

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network “«~....=

BUILDING FOR SALE OR RENT:
650 Creamery Ave N, Browerville,
MN. Sq. FT. 5395. Several bays.
$2,600.00  per  month.  Avail-
able December Ist. 218/371-4894

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step

process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

Your ad here!
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of
1.3 million readers!!! 612-332-8844

FOR SALE OR RENT SERVICES | MISCELLANEOUS |

REPAIRING OR
REPLACING APPLIANCES
and home systems like heating
and cooling can be costly. A home
warranty plan can help. Start saving and
get 30% off any plan today. Workman-
ship Guarantee included. Terms apply.
Call Cinch Home Services 855/887-4521

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is
concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime ~ warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1,600 off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

YAHUAH’S WORDS

“OBEYING YAHUAH
SAVES PEOPLE”
(Is. 45:22)! True! “Believing Christi-
anity’s gospels/baptism saves people”

(Mark  16:15,16). Lie! Contradicts
Yahuah’s  words!  Christianity ~ lies!
Yahuah “Never Lies!” 218-533/6029
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Local students earn
spring accolades

Concordia Nebraska
Isabella Wolter of Janesville,
earned a Bachelor of Science-
Education
Southern New Hampshire
University Dean’s List
Jaiden Robinson, Waseca
Erin Keck, Waseca
Donald McVey, Waseca
SNHU Spring 2026
President's List
Chelsey Ulferts, Waseca
Katharine Duffy, Waseca.
Minnesota State Univer-
sity, Mankato degrees
Janesville, MN
Lillian Cahill, BS, Marketing
Coral Cousins, BS, Market-
ing, Cum Laude
Kelton Erler, BS, Aviation,
Cum Laude
Kylee Hanks, BS, Environ-
mental Science, Summa Cum
Laude
Annabelle Hofteig, BS, Ele-
mentary Education, Summa
Cum Laude
Faith Olson, BS, Communi-
cation Sciences and Disorders,
Summa Cum Laude
Addison Peed, BS, Environ-
mental Science, Summa Cum
Laude
Addison Peed, BS, Political
Science, Summa Cum Laude
Ashley Schreiner, BS, Inter-
disciplinary Studies
New Richland, MN
Severin Eads, BS, Law En-
forcement, Magna Cum Laude
Nicole Loken, GC, Spec Ed:
Learning Disability, Magna
Cum Laude

Nicole Loken, GC, Special
Ed: Emotional/Behavioral,
Magna Cum Laude

Tayler Schmidt, BS, Com-
munication Sciences and Dis-
orders, Summa Cum Laude

Tayler Schmidt, CERT,
American Sign Language,
Summa Cum Laude

Kristina Tufte, BS, Applied
Leadership

Waseca, MN

Claire Adams, BS, Special
Ed: Academic and Behavior
Strategy, Cum Laude

Aspen Ascheman, BS, Psy-
chology, Summa Cum Laude

Autumn Bleess, BBA, Busi-
ness Administration

Erika Bowers, BS, Aviation

Theresa Breck, BFA, Dance,
Summa Cum Laude

Riley Britton, BS, Construc-
tion Management

Dahminik Deutsch, BS, Avi-
ation, Magna Cum Laude

Eddy Gallegos, BS, Music
Industry

Sammie Neff, MS, Advanced
Professional Nurse

Benjamin Priebe,
Business Administration

Isabella Sorenson, BS, Man-
agement, Summa Cum Laude

Ryan Zimmerman, BS, So-
cial Studies Teaching, Cum
Laude

Concordia Nebraska
recognizes church work
students at Sending Serv-

ice

Isabella Wolter of Janesville,
MN

BBA,

m Bently

from Page 2

for was the safety of the barn,
probably 200 feet or more
away, but in line with the fero-
cious wind.

Staff members arrived bring-
ing the fire extinguishers; they
slowed the fire somewhat, but
had no hope of putting it out.
My understanding of the extin-
guishers changed then and
there—it became clear they
would be very useful to put out
a fire just getting its start, but
against the robust flames pour-
ing from the small building,
they were of little help.

Even with the wind carrying
the heat northward, all of us
now waiting for the fire depart-
ment—whose sirens we could
hear approaching—had to step
repeatedly backward.

Standing there among the
1850s buildings, I imagined
how hopeless it would have
been to a pioneer family to see
those same flames. Inside,
some of their food being pre-
served for the winter was being
destroyed. Outside, any efforts
to fetch and throw enough
water would be utterly futile.

worry for the other structures

power against it. | had received

have been made possible by the

Around them, they had to

and whether the fire would
spread.

I have always had great re-
spect for the resilience and de-
termination our early pioneers
showed when they came to the
wide open spaces to establish a
new home for themselves and
their families. My regard grew
as | recognized the utter help-
lessness we humans face when
confronted by a true force of
nature.

Fortunately, the Waseca Fire
Department arrived, extin-
guished the fire, and ensured it
would not reignite. The dis-
tances between the buildings
kept the fire from spreading.
Completely counter to what one
might have expected, [ was able
to lead the scheduled tours of
the site that day with surpris-
ingly little disruption.

But as for me, I had faced a
demon and known I had no

a visceral reminder of how
valuable the services are which

society which grew from the re-
silience and determination of
our pioneers.

There is a difference between
“knowing” something and feel-
ing it in your gut.

YOUNG ARTISTS - The High School Art Show held in the Beckmann Gallery at the Waseca Art Center featured work from 36 stu-
dents representing eight area high schools.

Student art show displays talent

WASECA, Minn - The Waseca Art
Center recently celebrated the crea-
tivity and talent of young regional
artists during its High School Art
Show held in the Beckmann Gallery,
featuring work from 36 students rep-
resenting eight area high schools.

The exhibit showcased a wide va-
riety of artistic mediums and styles,
giving students the opportunity to
display their work in a professional
gallery setting. On the final day of
the exhibit, students participated in a
special workshop led by professional
multi-media artist Heidi Jeub, who
also served as juror for the show.

First Place in the three-dimen-

sional category was awarded to
Chase Gerdts of Janesville-Waldorf-
Pemberton High School for his
sculpture, “Steel Prairie Sentinel,” a
striking bison created entirely from
found metal objects. Following the
exhibition, the piece was transported
from the Waseca Art Center to the
Mankato Sculpture Walk for public
display.

First Place in the two-dimensional
category went to Phoenix Mach-
temes of Le Sueur-Henderson High
School for “Cosmo,” a white char-
coal on black paper portrait of her cat
that impressed judges with its detail
and composition.

The People’s Choice Award, deter-
mined by votes cast by gallery vis-
itors throughout the duration of the
exhibit, was awarded to Anya Gaona
of Waseca High School for her wa-
tercolor painting, “Puppy Love.”

Best in Show honors were
awarded to Sadie Jensen of Bloom-
ing Prairie High School for her pen-
cil drawing, “A Day in the Life,”
which captivated attendees and ju-
rors alike with its remarkable realism
and technical skill.

“Museums and galleries are not
only places to celebrate established
artists, but also spaces where emerg-
ing talent can be encouraged and in-

spired,” said Mikhail Rostislavovich,
President of the Waseca Art Center.
“Seeing these students display such
creativity, discipline, and courage in
sharing their work publicly gives us
tremendous hope for the future of the
arts in our region. We are incredibly
proud to provide a platform where
young artists can be recognized and
celebrated.”

The Waseca Art Center extends its
gratitude to the participating stu-
dents, schools, families, and com-
munity members who visited the
exhibit and supported the next gen-
eration of artists.

SURPRISE! - Deb Wantoch-Yess directs the Waseca Chorale during their May 16 concert.

m Chorale

from Page 1

The tenor and bass sections of the
Chorale were featured in “If I Were a
Rich Man” from Fiddler on the Roof.
Filled with energy and humor, the
song had a nostalgic element for
Wasecans who saw the 1990s com-
munity theater production of the play.
Bass Don Frankenberry, who had the
role of Tevye in the play, donned the
leather cap he wore and introduced
the song with the play’s wistful words
about how his life would change if he
were wealthy.

Energetic solos during the concert
included a “rap” enhancement to the
Pentatonix hit “Sing” by Garrett Na-
tysin, a soulful extra touch to “Chain
of Fools” from Nancy Meyer Leh-
man, and a wistful beginning to “I
Dreamed A World” by Michael
Myers. The audience was also treated
to two sophisticated piano perform-
ances from Chorale accompanist

m Careers

from Page 1

won’t get hurt, but we can still stop
them.” He said there =are two ways to
use the stop sticks. “You can throw
them, or you can place them across
the highway and pull them into the
path of the oncoming vehicle.”

FMB Bank’s David Trcka said,
“We are showing kids what we do at
the bank, how to cash checks, how to
fill out those forms. How to fill out a
deposit slip, how interest works, the
value of opening a savings account,
loan approval. I'm trying to get as
much in as possible in the short
amount of time I have.”

Ryan Berg, who is employed by
Greener World Solutions said, “We
deal with insulations and specialty
coatings, like for walls and pipes,
which get liquid applied, and that in-
cludes commercial, residential and in-
dustrial.”

A list of all businesses includes
Connors Plumbing and Heating of

Ryan Berg and Jason Reger of Greener World Solutions at-

tended the Career Day.

Waseca; James Brothers Construc-
tion; CAR Tire and Auto Center; First
Main Street Insurance of United Prai-
rie; United Prairie Bank; Keen Bank;
Swanson Acupuncture; Smiles for In-
dependent Living, which helps people
of all ages, but focuses on people with
disabilities; Mediacom; Minnwest In-
surance; Dennis Steffel Omtvedt Fu-
neral and Cremation Services; Rhino
Trident Manufacturing, located in the
old Brown Printing building; Palmer
Bus Service; Riverland Community
College out of Albert Lea, Austin and

Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

Owatonna; Alexandria Technical Col-
lege; ICAN of Waseca;. McDonald’s;
the Department of Justice Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons; NOVA Academy of
Cosmetology; Fernbrook Family
Center; the U.S. Navy, National
Guard, Army and Marines; Big Idea
Inc., which deals in paint, welders,
cranes and drones.

Rich Rogers of Big Idea said, “I've
had maybe 60 students come through
my trailer so far, I might’ve snagged
a kid or two, a few of them seemed
really receptive.”

Noah Wilson, who is in a master’s
program in piano performance at
Minnesota State University Mankato.

Chorale members include Bass
voices Mike Anthony, Gary Arnold,
Paul Byron, Don, Don Frankenberry,
Carroll Galvin, Matt Jirele, Garrett
Natysin, Tyler Paulson, Curt Yess,
Tenors John Hoehn, Al Judd, Andrew
Miller, Michael Myers, Charles
Priebe, Alto voices Toni Bauleke,
Marlys Froehle, Salleen Hoehn,
Nancy Meyer Lehman, Mallory Ma-
lacek, Mary Schultz, Jodie Thomp-
son, Rachel Switzer, Deb Vetter,
Sopranos Ruth Anderson, Vanessa
Barr, Sarah Berry, Candace Eads,
Aimee Hill, Janice Hoverstad, Julie
Kramer, Dawn Leigh, Kelli Lenz,
Deb Miller, Peg Olson, Kathy Roy-
craft, Sarah Whitesitt, Marilyn Wil-
kus and Deb Wantoch-Yess.

The performance was made pos-
sible in part by a grant from the E.F.
Johnson Foundation, the Prairie
Lakes Regional Arts Council, and
funds appropriated by the Minnesota
State Legislature General Fund and
the Waseca County Art Fund.

Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

SOLOIST - Soloist Garrett Natysin highlighted the Pentatonix

song "Sing" with a rap solo.

Pioneer photo by Deb Bently




