
But that on the 
good ground are 
they, which in an 
honest and good 
heart, having heard 
the word, keep it, 
and bring forth fruit 
with patience. 

Luke 8:15

A word from 
The Word
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Free Children’s 
Classes at Waseca Art 
Center July 30 

There will be a free children's art 
class featuring Whimsical Bendy 
Dolls from 1-3 p.m. on Thursday, 
July 30. Join us to create your own 
bendy doll and dress up as you 
wish, as a fairy, witch, pirate or 
anything!  Ages 7-11. 

———————————— 
Pillow Cleaning at 
Sacred Heart August 1 

Sacred Heart is having their an-
nual Pillow Cleaning from 8 a.m. 
through 1 p.m. at the east door on 
Saturday, August 1. Sponsored by 
Catholic Daughters. 

———————————— 
Waldorf City Wide 
Clean Up August 1 

Waldorf will hold their city 
wide clean up north of the com-
munity center from 9 a.m. 
through 1 p.m. on Saturday, Au-
gust 1. Contact Sherri with ques-
tions, 507-239-2248.  

———————————— 
Waseca Sweetheart 
(Sweathard) Bike Ride 
Saturday, August 1 

The 47th annual Waseca 
Sweetheart (Sweathard) Bike 
Ride will depart the Northridge 
Plaza parking lot (just north of 
McDonald’s,1600 State St. N.) at 
9 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 1. The 
usual ride is 26 miles, but there 
is a shorter option up for discus-
sion. Contact Bryan Boyce with 
questions, boycebry@gmail.com  

———————————— 
Bee Bash 4.0 at  
Hofmann Apiaries  
Saturday, August 1 

Bee Bash 4.0 will be held at the 
Hofmann Apiaries from 11 a.m. 
through 4 p.m. Saturday, August 
1. Vendors, live music, gardens 
and restored prairie. The address 
is 4661 420 Ave in Janesville. 

———————————— 
Waseca Garden Club 
Garden Walk August 1  

The Waseca Garden Club is 
hosting its annual Garden Walk 
from 1 to 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
August 1. Five gardens in and 
around Waseca are featured. 
Participants begin at the 
Waseca Safety Building at 303 
South State Street in Waseca, 
where maps and refreshments 
will be provided. The walk is 
free with donations welcome. 

———————————— 
Waseca Art Center 
gallery opening Jay 
Schmit and Kathy 
Weed, August 1 

The Waseca Art Center will 
feature in the Harguth Gallery, 
wood artist Jay Schmit and the 
Beckmann Gallery will feature 
textile artist Kathy Weed. The 
new exhibits will be from Aug. 
1 through Sept. 4. 

———————————— 
Montgomery Gentry 
ft. Eddie Montgomery 
at Boxcar Bar Aug. 1 

Montgomery Gentry featur-
ing Eddie Montgomery will be 
playing the Boxcar Bar at 10 
p.m. Saturday, August 1. The 
Angel Val Trio will play 5-7 
p.m. Chad Johnson will play 
7:30 p.m. By DEB BENTLY 

News Editor 
Country music artist Tim McGraw seemed to be speaking for the entire 

crowd of 80 or more as a recording of “I like it, I love it, I want some more of 
it” rang out at the Mill entertainment center the evening of July 24. More than 
75 people ranging in age between 9 and 85 years old had registered for a line 
dance class being taught by Belle Plain residents Mary and Tom Zielund. 

It was the second time the class was offered in Waseca, and, based on the 
turnout, probably not the last, observed Tom. “People really seem to be enjoy-
ing it,” he commented as he indicated the crowd. 

As the name states, line dances call for participants to stand in rows several 
feet apart all facing the same direction. The steps for most–although not all–
dances include a set of moves followed by a change in the direction everyone 
is facing, followed by the same steps again.  

Instructor Mary is a sign language teacher for the Belle Plain school system 
who also has a passion for line dancing. Her first experience sharing her love 
for the hobby came when she was asked to teach a community education 
course. After that, interest from the community led her to begin offering classes 

Line dancing 
brings energy, 
fun, social time 

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

When 40 or more motorcycles 
pulled into Waseca Saturday even-
ing, they were finishing a three-day 
ride that had taken them from New 
Ulm to points as far west as Pipe-
stone and as far east as Adams, stop-
ping at American Legion halls in 
many communities along the way. 

According to event treasurer Jill 
Davis, a member at the Brooklyn 
Center American Legion, well over 

$61,000 in donations were received 
overall, with more than $27,000 pre-
sented during the closing ceremony 
which took place in Waseca. Ride 
chair for the 2026 ride was Jody Has-
sing, a member at a Bloomington 
American Legion. 

Hassing explained the Waseca or-
ganization had volunteered to host 
the closing ceremony; a meal was 
served and live music was offered 
outdoors during the evening. Local 
Legion organizations donated gener-

ously, with the Legion Auxiliary giv-
ing $1,000; the Legion Post $500; 
the Waseca Riders $1,000; and the 
Sons of the American Legion donat-
ing $250. 

Fund 85 is a project of the Minne-
sota American Legion Veterans As-
sistance Foundation (VAF). An 
online explanation reveals the pro-
gram, “was established to help Vet-
erans in need. It is for when 
struggling veterans do not qualify for 
other assistance programs or — even 

when they do qualify — there are 
times those programs take so long 
they end up being too late to actually 
help.” 

The website goes on to explain a 
veteran “in dire straits” can quickly 
receive a maximum of $5,000 in 
grants. 

The Fund 85 Run takes place each 
year in July, and alternates between 
routes in northern and southern Min-

Bikers help fund support for veterans 

CLOSING CEREMONY - About 80 riders arrived in Waseca the evening of July 25 after a three-day ride which took them across a 
wide swath of southern Minnesota. The Ride for Fund 85 raises money toward an American Legion program which provides money 
to help veterans experiencing a financial emergency.         Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

By the end of the evening, about 
150 people had come to enjoy “Band 
for the Barn,” a Farmamerica event 
calling attention to about $90,000 of 
work needed to put new siding on the 
classic red barn located at the inter-
pretive center’s site representing the 
1930s. 

The five-member Gold Star Band 
entertained the 18+ crowd with fa-
miliar tunes, inviting couples to the 
dance floor or to sing along. Origi-
nally intended to be outdoors, the 
live music had been moved into the 
interpretive center’s ballroom area 

due to the extreme heat and humid-
ity. Those who had brought lawn 
chairs in expectation of being out-
doors were invited to bring them in-
side if they wished. 

Most chose to brave the heat for at 
least a short time so they could visit 
the outdoor vendors, among whom 

were Kelm’s BBQ, Bar Next Door, 
Udder Buddies, and Mama’s Mer-
cantile. Barnyard Treasures had 
some items on display indoors. 
Trams offered rides to the 1930s site, 
and the corn maze called to people 
looking to lose themselves in agri-
culture. 

Executive director Jessica Rollins 
shared that fundraising to put new 
siding on the barn has been under-
way since last fall; “Band for the 
Barn” brought in about $2,700, 

DOWN HOME TUNES - The Gold Star Band performed for Farmamerica's "Band for the Barn" 
event the evening of July 25. Band members are, from left, Lynda Kiesler, Gary Pfeifer, Mark 
Betters, Jim Kozan, Brenda Kopischke, and Howard Mock.                       Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Band for 
the Barn 
draws 
more 
than 150 

“I WANT SOME MORE OF IT” - Mary Zielund led a group of 
about 80 participants as they learned line dancing during a class 
at The Mill the evening of July 24. A class was also held there 
about 6 weeks ago; some participants were back for a second 
time.                                                      Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Barn continued on 6

Fund 85 continued on 4

Line dancing continued on 5

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

During their July 21 meet-
ing, members of the Waseca 
County Board of Commis-
sioners signed a contract with 
WEB Construction of Mank-
ato for a $245,000 re-use 
building to be located at the 
county solid waste facility 
along State Highway 13 south 
of Waseca. The re-use build-
ing will be a place to display 
items which enter the solid 
waste stream despite still 
being usable; plans discussed 
over past months are that in-
terested parties can view the 
items and take whichever 
ones they wish at no cost; the 
persons disposing of the 
items will have paid to leave 
them at the facility. 

Most of the cost for the 
building is to be covered by a 
grant from the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency; the 
grant requires a 25-percent 
local match. The county’s 
share will be about $61,000. 

Board members also ap-
proved a request from the Fa-
cilities department, which 
maintains county parks and 
facility parking lots as part of 
its duties, to purchase a 2027 
F-350 Ford pickup with a 
snowplow, lift gate and safety 
lights. Total cost for the 
pickup and accessories is ex-
pected to be nearly $62,000. 
Also approved was a vehicle 
designated for use by the 
county information technol-
ogy department at a price of 
about $34,000. 

The board set a hearing 
date for the county’s updated 
list of fees for operating can-
nabis businesses in unincor-
porated areas within its 
boundaries. If the proposed 
new schedule is adopted, 
businesses holding  cannabis 
licenses of all types will pay 
an “initial registration” fee of 
$500 and must pay a renewal 
fee of $1,000. Cannabis li-
cense types include micro-
business, mezzobusiness, 
cultivator, manufacturer, re-
tailer, wholesaler, transporter, 
testing facility, event organ-
izer, delivery service, and 
medical cannabis combina-
tion business. 

Agencies with licenses for 
hemp business types will pay 
a $250 initial registration fee 
with renewal costs of $500. 
Hemp business types include 
lower potency hemp edible 
manufacturer, lower potency 
hemp edible retailer, and 
lower potency hemp edible 
wholesaler. 

According to a budget sum-
mary provided by county 
public works leader Jim Kol-
lar, proposed county highway 
construction projects for 2027 
include replacing bridge 
number 7008 on County 

Re-use 
building, 
vehicle 
purchases 
approved
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The impossible happened this 
week. I skunked my dad at crib-
bage. 

Two times. 
On the week, I tallied seven 

wins to his six. Dad took the first 
two bouts of the week before I 
rattled off four straight wins on 
round two (the next day) includ-
ing a skunk. We started round 
two intending to play a “World 
Series,” meaning best of seven 
games. As a youth, we would 
often play these matchups, and 
following my losses, we would 
play an old fashioned World 
Series, which meant best of 11. 
And if I lost again, then we 
would start over from the begin-
ning. This was the first time I 
had ever won four straight to 
start a “series” with my dad. I in-
sisted we play more, which re-
sulted in Dad winning one more 
that night.  

Up 4-3 in games, I skunked 
Dad and won game seven, before 
he won the final three games, 
Monday night.  

Much discussion was had re-

garding cards to keep or throw in 
various situations. I only ever 
use actual math to back up my 
decisions. This year I have tried 
a slightly different strategy, cour-
tesy of Dad, which is the concept 
of “explosive hands.” Throwing 
two cards together in a row, or 
keeping a pair of cards with 
another card higher or lower than 
it, giving the player a chance at a 
double run if the cut comes their 
way. Adapting this method, I 
sometimes keep slightly differ-
ent and even sometimes lesser 
points, just for the chance at an 
“explosive hand.”  

Dad and I have discussions 
about these types of choices 
whenever they come up. Al-
though rarely, Dad does once in 
a while ask for my opinion. I 

usually ask for his about a single 
hand, twice per three games 
played.  

Frequently, if it is the end of 
the game, I will ask Dad to allow 
us to replay the hand to see what 
the outcome would have been if 
I had made other choices. De-
spite the two decades we have 
been playing cards together, I am 
always trying to learn. 

Along with the strategy of “ex-
plosive hands,”  I have become 
somewhat more aggressive in the 
ways I “peg” points. I have also 
strengthened my skills at identi-
fying which cards my dad has 
played in sequence, both so I can 
peg more points while also de-
creasing his count. As an exam-
ple, if he has played a six and 
seven, it is likely he has an eight, 

five, or ace.  
To play off of the strategy my 

dad explained this year, I inten-
tionally deposit “less explosive” 
cards in the crib. I employ this 
strategy based on how many 
hands are likely to be left in the 
game and whether I need to be 
aggressive to win. Most of the 
time, the correct play is to be 
conservative, unless I am keep-
ing a really good hand. Even 
then, if the situation calls for it, 
those hands must be “busted up.” 

We were playing Monday 
evening and were tied, exactly 
halfway down third street. Mean-
ing that, in order to win, we each 
needed to be the first to score 46 
more points . I was about to deal, 
which meant I had my dad “6-6” 
in terms of hands to count, with 
me counting last in that scenario. 
Dealer essentially get to count 
two hands because they get the 
points from the crib–that is, the 
cards deposited there by both 
players. So, when going down 

Cribbage, guts and a fundraiser 

I absolutely love meeting small 
business owners.  

Maybe that love started when I 
worked in Waseca, highlighting the 
businesses that keep the community 
alive.  

But this past week, I have had the 
pleasure of meeting some very 
lovely small business owners in the 
heart of the city of Denver. With the 
state of the world today, many people 
tend to opt for phone or video calls 
when agreeing to do an interview 
with me. It’s now rare I get the op-
portunity to put on real clothes and 
venture out into the world as part of 
my work day. So I was glad when I 
had not only one, but two in-person 
interviews this week, one at a book-
store and one at a restaurant.  

I ventured to the bookstore on 
Tuesday, Little Blue Pigeon, located 
in downtown Denver.  

The owner, a mother of two boys, 
was fulfilling her dream of owning a 
bookstore while catering to her pas-
sion of providing literature and edu-
cation to both kids and adults.  

As I walked in, I was greeted with 
a hug and a warm smile. The book-

store was small, but the owner had 
made it her own and worked dili-
gently to keep the space welcoming 
and inviting to all. Through stop and 
go questions interspersed with her at-
tending to customers, I learned all 
about her story, her love for the 
bookstore, and why it was so impor-
tant to her to provide this space to the 
community and to families. I 
watched as she greeted every single 
customer and made a point to go past 
the “hello” and actually show she 
cares about each and every one that 
enters the store. I admired her as she 
learned that two young girls were on 
a school trip from D.C., a gentleman 
from Kentucky on a work trip was 
buying a cookbook to bring home to 
his fiance, a couple had just flown in 

from Ireland the night before, and 
two friends were passing through on 
a road trip from Seattle to Pennsylva-
nia.  

While her store was quaint and 
cute and a booklover's dream, it was 
her story that inspired me to leave 
with a smile on my face.  

The restaurant I got the chance to 
visit was a small venture on the cor-
ner of a main street in one of the 
Denver suburbs, Arvada. It was on 
the first floor of the oldest building 
in town and the prized work of a 
local chef who lived just four blocks 
away.  

We sat in a booth, so I got to face 
him to ask him all my hard hitting 
questions. What’s your favorite thing 
on the menu? What does it mean to 

be working with the community? Is 
there anything I should try?  

My smile grew as I got to watch 
his face light up talking about his 
passion and what the restaurant 
means to him. His love for not only 
his work, but the community he lived 
in was palpable. He even invited me 
to come back and try some of his 
food, which I will be doing next 
week.  

It’s interviews like these, people 
like this, that I get the fortunate 
chance of meeting that make the 
dreary days stuck in my apartment 
clacking away at my keyboard seem 
worth it. While I might not always 
get the chance to sit down and learn 
a person’s story as they trust me to 
put it to words, it’s the little moments 
I’ve learned to cherish.  

Learning about people, the com-
munity, I live and work in makes it 
all seem worthwhile, and life a little 
brighter, in the end.  

My Determination: “Remember-
ing a man's stories makes him im-
mortal.” ― Daniel Wallace, Big 
Fish. 

Finding love in small businesses, owners

I am fascinated by the Native 
American way of dividing the year 
into “moons.” That is, they did not 
designate weekdays or assign them 
names, but simply referred to the 
four weeks between one full moon 
and the next with a single name.  
What I enjoy is that the name for the 
“moon” creates a picture in one’s 
head of the circumstances and cli-
mate happening at the time.  

“Geese Laying Eggs Moon.”  
Close your eyes and think of this 

name. Do you almost feel yourself 
traveling in time? For me, I can prac-
tically hear the geese honking as they 
arrive at area lakes. I feel as if I am 
inhaling the invigorating spring air 
that fills a person with promise and 
anticipation as the last of the ice is 
breaking up on area lakes and the 
grass is turning that vibrant shade of 
green. 

“Tree Popping Moon.” 
Now close your eyes and repeat 

the name to yourself. Do you feel the 
world constricting, the cold taking 
you by the shoulders and shaking 
you? But there’s also the purity of the 
air, as though it’s so clean it shines. 
The forest floor is a changed place, 
with the impassable undergrowth 
now reduced and made powerless. 
Snow is still fresh and friendly, 

something to kick up with your feet 
or decorate with deliberately placed 
footprints. 

The internet provided the three 
above as having been named by the 
Dakota, the people who occupied 
this part of the state for centuries.  

The Anishinaabeg (also called 
Ojibwe) occupied the more northern 
portion of the state, although their 
territories did overlap in places with 
the Dakota. 

Among the Anishinaabeg, what 
we think of as August is “Wild Rice 
Making” moon. Here, too, the pic-
tures in one’s head are abundant: a 
lake covered in ripe grain–food to 
feed families through the winter–if 
only it’s collected in time. 

Pretty much all native peoples in 
North America named their months 
like this. The Navajo, whose ances-
tral territory is in the southwest, 
named the weeks of February as the 
“Moon of Hatching Eagles” and 
March the “Moon of baby animal 
sounds.” 

The Mohawk people, whose tradi-
tional territory was what we think of 
as the Northeast and northward into 
Canada, named the weeks of July the 
“Moon of much ripe fruit” and Oc-
tober as the “Moon of the fading 
landscape.” 

These speculations entered my 
head when I looked at the apple tree 
in my front yard. Back in the Moon 
of Geese Laying Eggs, the tree was 
a giant bouquet, white with flowers, 
filling the yard with a heart-winning 
perfume. Bees and other insects 
moved busily across its surface as 
though time itself honored their ef-
forts. 

Now, in the Moon of Much Ripe 
Fruit, the branches are weighted with 
apples the size–and almost the color–
of tennis balls.  

If I name the time that has passed 
since The Moon of Small Leaves (a 
name used by the Mohawk) “April to 
July,” the magic and mystery are di-
minished, in fact, almost completely 
lost. 

Admittedly, if I abandoned the 
Gregorian calendar, I would prob-
ably never meet the newspaper dead-
lines that make this publication 
possible.  

But I am also not letting com-
pletely go of the Lunar way of meas-
uring time. If you research the 
sources of month names that appear 
on our printed calendars, you will 
find their stories pretty dull. In fact, 
the months from September to De-
cember are simply based on the 
Roman names for the numbers seven 
through ten. The earlier months are 
named after figures in Roman my-
thology, and two are the results of 
egotistical chest-thumping by 
Roman emperors, specifically Julius 
Caesar and Caesar Augustus.  

Nope. I would much rather have 
the Moon of Boiling Maple Sap and 
the Strawberry Moon. Rather than 
December, I much prefer the Little 
Spirit Moon, a time set aside for sto-
rytelling, resting, and enduring the 
early cold of winter.   

Dividing the 
year into moons

by Deb Bently
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Compostings
by Al Batt

PIONEER

WASECA COUNTY

Are you listening?
ECHOES FROM THE 

LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING 
Only one side of my headphones 

works. 
Why do you keep using them? 
I can still listen to Sonny or Cher, 

Hall or Oates, and Simon or Gar-
funkel. 

DRIVING BY BRUCE’S 
DRIVE 

I have a wonderful neighbor 
named Bruce. Whenever I pass his 
drive, thoughts occur to me. I had 
shoveled no snow in July, but it’s 
hot enough that I know stores will 
put out their Christmas stuff soon. 

I was spinning tales in Arizona. It 
was hotter than it needed to be. I 
hiked a mountain trail with jaw-
dropping views. I was feeling ac-
complished until a group of 
chanting airmen ran past me as if I 
were backing up. I returned to my 
hotel room like a humbled Odys-
seus returning to Ithaca. 

Heat makes things expand. 
Therefore, Arizonans should be the 
size of bison. I checked with the 
CDC. West Virginia is the state with 
the highest adult obesity rate at 
41.4%. Mississippi weighs in at 
40.4%, and Louisiana has 39.2% of 
its adults classified as fluffy. 

We were on the road. My wife 
needed a bio-break or a pit stop. She 
mentioned one convenience store 
that would be the perfect place, as 
they always had clean restrooms. I 
flashed back to the years when we 
would never have considered a stop 
at a gas station just because it’d 
have a clean restroom—a thing as 
rare as hen’s teeth. 

HE WHO CONTROLS THE 
HARTLAND CONTROLS 

THE WORLD 
I grew up on a farm outside of 

Hartland, Minnesota. There is a 
Hartland in Wisconsin, Connect-
icut, Maine, Vermont, New York, 
Michigan, Kansas and California. 
As a boy, I wanted to live in each of 
those. I’d include the Hartland in 
North Dakota, which is a ghost 
town, and the one in New Bruns-
wick with the world’s longest cov-
ered bridge—1,282 feet. Hartland 
isn’t close to being the most popular 
city name in the U.S. Washington is, 
with Springfield second, and Frank-
lin third. I’ve been to Washington, 
Iowa, and Lake Washington and 
Washington County in Minnesota. 
I’ve cast a shadow in Springfield, 
Minnesota, and peered at Spring-
field Township in Iowa. I’ve visited 
Franklin in Minnesota and Iowa. 

I’VE LEARNED 
Due to inflation, you can now eat 

food that has fallen to the floor if 
you pick it up within 7.3 seconds. 

To stay away from the end of the 
driveway on trash day. 

Rainy days and Mondays never 
bring me down. 

Some baseball umpires work 

from home. 
Governor Luther W. Youngdahl 

ran a strong campaign against gam-
bling, pledging to rid Minnesota of 
slot machines and illegal vice as 
part of his moral reform platform. 
Critics and supporters alike labeled 
him the "Sunday School Governor.” 
He was elected in 1947. 

Norwegians use the word 
"Texas" as slang to describe some-
thing that's crazy or out of control. 

The average U.S. adult spends 
9.5 hours a day sitting. 

Elmer Fudd’s favorite singer isn’t 
Bad Bunny. 

BAD JOKES  
DEPARTMENT 

I hate it when my wife says, "Are 
you listening to me?" It’s such an 
odd way to start a conversation. 

Where does a mansplainer get his 
water? Well, actually… 

My car will seat five people with 
no problem, but I don’t know five 
people without problems. 

A dinosaur tibia was dug up near 
Matawan. It was quite a shindig. 

NATURE NOTES 
Neither nail polish nor petroleum 

jelly is an effective treatment for 
chigger bites. It's a myth that those 
things suffocate chiggers, as 
chiggers don't burrow into the skin 
and are gone by the time you notice 
the bite. Take a bath or shower and 
scrub your skin with soap and water 
before focusing on relieving the 
itching and inflammation with cal-
amine lotion, antihistamine creams, 
corticosteroid creams or cool com-
presses. After chiggers make tiny 
holes in our skin, they inject saliva 
that turns cells into mush for food. 
Using an insect repellent that has 
DEET or wearing clothing treated 
with an insecticide like permethrin 
before you venture outside can help 
deter chiggers. Apply the bug spray 
to areas where chiggers might travel 
from clothing to your skin, like the 
waist of your pants and the tops of 
your socks. Some studies have sug-
gested that natural sprays may help 
keep chiggers away. Wear long 
sleeves and long pants, with your 
pant legs tucked into your socks. 
Chiggers avoid people sporting a 
dorky look. 

Many birds eat ants, but northern 
flickers have a particular fondness 
for them. Woodpeckers, like 
flickers and pileated woodpeckers, 
use their long, sticky tongues to lap 
up ants. Other birds that regularly 
eat ants include wrens, grouse, star-
lings, sparrows, crows, wild tur-
keys, robins, blackbirds and 
cardinals. Gulls, common night-
hawks, flycatchers, swallows and 
swifts feast on flying ants. They eat 
all those ants without needing an 
antacid. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 
“Try to be a rainbow in some-

one's cloud.”—Maya Angelou.

MOON OF MUCH RIPE FRUIT - These apples on a tree in Deb’s 
yard got her thinking about time, and the ways we refer to it. 

Pioneer photo by Deb Bently
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By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

The CAR Tire & Auto Center, located at 
200 2nd Ave SE in Waseca, opened in Janu-
ary just across the street from the Waseca 
Fire Hall. The location formerly housed the 
Christensen Tire and Auto Center. 

For more than 45 years, Denny and Linda 
Christensen ran Christensen Tire and Auto in 
Waseca. But on January 3 of this year, Scott 
Zerwas bought Christensen’s and changed 
the name to CAR. “I’ve been in the auto 
business for years and plan to keep at it.” 
Zerwas shares ownership of the business 
with Matt Sultze, who owns another CAR 
Tire & Auto in Madison Lake. Zerwas, who 
is from New Prague, said he plans to stay at 
the Waseca location. He commented, “We 
would like to stay in business here; in order 
to do that we must provide honest auto repair 
and service in the area. We are still new and 
we still need to prove ourselves. I believe 
that’s what we’re doing.” 

Under prior ownership, the business kept 
one mechanic on staff and was able to get 

around 40 vehicle repairs through their ga-
rage per week. Tony Hess, one of the new 
employees at CAR said, “We have eight me-
chanics here now, versus the three people 
working before. Now we can get 120 car or 
truck repairs through our garage per week.” 
He pointed out their two parts rooms and a 
new alignment machine, “We kept the old 
one to double up in case we need it, or if we 
need to do two cars at a time.” 

The business has already installed three 
new lifts this year and plans to put in more. 
Zerwas said overall the move-in has been 

pretty smooth and the online reviews have 
been positive. 

Along with Waseca, there are two other 
CAR Tire & Auto Centers located in Edina 
and Madison Lake. The people currently 
manning the Waseca location are Tony Hess, 
Jason Throener, Logan Alexander, Jeremy 
Roers, Kenny Shiwpaul, Keith Larson, and 
owner Scott Zerwas. Among all eight of the 
Waseca CAR Tire and Auto Center’s em-
ployees, they have more than 50 years of car 
care experience. 
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BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

zachbattenfeld@gmail.com

Zach Battenfeld
507-521-0226

Lawn Maintenance
& Residential

Snow Removal

• Since 1942 •

Great Home Cooking • Catering
Full Breakfast Menu • Daily Lunch Specials

104 State Street, Waseca MN • 835-1259

Immanuel-Freedom 
and Trinity-Wilton  
Lutheran Churches 
Mission Festival  
Sunday, August 2 

Immanuel-Freedom and 
Trinity-Wilton Lutheran 
Churches to hold Mission Festi-
val in the Grove at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday, August 2. Directions to 
Mission Festival: Follow the 
signs from Immanuel-Freedome 
church 30266 35th St. Janesville. 
The festival is located southeast 
of Freedom church by the Bull 
Run Creek. Seating is provided 
but bring lawn chairs. Potluck at 
noon, bring a dish to pass. After-
noon service 2 p.m. 

———————————— 
Free art class at 
Waseca Art Center, 
Pin-on Button Making 
Tuesday, August 4 

There will be a free art class at 
the Waseca Art Center from 1-2 
p.m. on Tuesday, Aug 4. Join us 
for this fun throwback, design-
ing our own pin on buttons. For 
ages 7-11. 

———————————— 
Waseca “Night to 
Unite” Tuesday, Aug. 4 

Waseca’s annual “Night to 
Unite” gathering will be at the 
city waterpark from 5 to 7 p.m. 
on Tuesday, August 4. The event 
is free; food will be available at 
no cost. Activities and opportu-
nities will be included that en-
courage children to interact with 
public safety workers including 
law enforcement, firefighters, 
and eme-rgency medical staff. 

———————————— 
New Richland “Night 
to Unite” Tuesday,  
August 4 

The New Richland “Night to 
Unite” will be at City Park from 
6 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 4. 
Free food and children’s activ-
ities will invite community 
members to interact with 
members of law enforcement, 
the fire department and emer-
gency medical staff. 

———————————— 
Marching Jays Garage 
Sale August 6 to 8 at 
Fairgrounds 

A large-scale garage sale to 
support the Marching Jays will 
be at the 4-H Building at the 
Waseca County fairgrounds 
from 4 to 8 p.m. Aug. 6 (entry $2 
a person); 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Aug. 
7, and 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Aug. 8 
with a $5 bag sale. See more in-
formation on page 12 of this 
edition of the Pioneer. 

———————————— 
Free Tunnel Book class 
at Waseca Art Center 
Thursday, Aug. 6  

Local artist Raine Robinson 
will teach how to construct a 
tunnel book, a 3D paper craft 
using multiple illustrated panels 
attached to an accordion style 
fold, creating a 3D scene at the 
Waseca Art Center from 2-5 p.m. 
on Thursday, Aug 6. Supplies 
will be provided. Minimum of 
three, limit 10. Geared toward 
teens 13-18 years old, this class 
is free of charge. 

———————————— 
Janesville’s “Night 
Out” 5:30 p.m.  
Thursday, Aug. 6 

Janesville’s Community Night 
Out event will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
at Veterans Memorial Park. It 
will be in conjunction with the 
summer Songs in the Park series. 
Families are encouraged to 
come, join in the sense of com-
munity, and meet public safety 
workers. 

Complete Septic Service and Installation • Excavation
Residential and Commercial Site Preparation and Utilities

Locally Owned and Operated since 1978

Offering Commercial 
& Residential Services

SteveJamesExcavating.com

• Excavation
• Site Development
• Site Utilities 
• Basement Digging
• Trucks & Hauling
• Landscape Supplies
• Rock, Sand, Gravel & Dirt
• Demolition
• Water & Waterline Repair
• Jetting, Camera & Locating
• Septic Services
• Snow Plowing

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

During the July 13 meeting of 
the New Richland city council, it 
was announced the city’s “Night 
to Unite” gathering will be at the 
City Park from 6 to 7:30 p.m. the 
evening of Tuesday, August 4. 
All are invited to attend. There 
will be free food. Activities 
which encourage children to in-
teract with members of the po-
lice, fire, and ambulance staff. 

The city received two bids for 
the removal of about 125 ash 
trees over the next couple of 
years: Lawnpro for $21,360 and 
Davey for $14,850. Council 
members decided to accept the 
lower bid. The Bank of New 
Richland donated $20,000 that 
will cover this cost.  

During the July meeting, city 
administrator Tyler Lendt rec-
ommended purchasing new alu-
minum bleachers for Legion 
Field. He mentioned part of the 
cost would be covered by $5,000 
budgeted in 2025 for capital im-
provements at the field, aug-
mented with funds available in 
this year’s budget. 

Currently, the city is contract-
ing with Metro Sales Inc. for a 
copier and cloud-based storage 
for document management in a 
system called DocuWare. Docu-
Ware is billed annually; cost for 
2025 was more than $6,200. City 
administrator Tyler Lendt rec-
ommends changing to Coordi-
nated Business Systems, whose 
monthly, all-inclusive fee would 
be $565. Lendt went on to say 
that, although the cost would be 
about $570 higher each year, he 
anticipates the improved user 
friendliness of the software and 
increased customer support will 
make the service cost effective. 

A fee schedule has been set for 
the city compost site with the in-
tent of making it self-sustaining. 
Fees will be: UTV or car, $5; 
pickup or 8-foot trailer, $10; one-
ton truck or 12-foot trailer, $20. 
Payment must be made within 
24 hours of leaving compos-
tables; remission can be at a drop 
box at city hall, or using the 
city’s online payment portal. 
There will be a $200 fine for any 
violations; cameras are set up 
and recording there.     

The 2025 General Obligation 
Bond for the street project will 
have its first full year of payment 
in 2027. Some of that cost must 
come from water payments. New 
Richland residents are currently 
paying $9 per thousand gallons 
of water, and a sewer fee of 
$13.50 per thousand gallons. The 
council is considering raising 
rates for water to $10.75, but bal-
ancing the increase by reducing 
sewer fees to $12.25 per thou-
sand gallons.  

Council members agreed to a 
request from Finley’s Wings at 
Work to close Division Street 
West between Broadway and 
Ash avenues for a fundraising 
street dance scheduled for the af-

Assessing 
ash trees, 
replacing 
bleachers

     NEW RICHLAND                 
      CITY COUNCIL
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By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

The tradition of the Waseca 
Garden Club “garden walk” con-
tinues this Saturday from 1 to 5 
p.m. There is no charge to take 
part, although donations to the 
garden club are welcome. Those 
wishing to visit the five gardens 
on the walk are asked to begin at 
the Waseca Public Safety Building 
along South State Street, where 
they will be offered refreshments 
and supplied with a map showing 
the locations of the gardens. 

Event organizers say the day is 
meant as a way to share ideas and 
possibly learn new ways of man-
aging and decorating outdoor 
spaces. 

Mark Pehrson, 75, has included 
his outdoor area in the event for 
the first time. He and his wife 
Deborah, more affectionately 
called Debbie, moved into their 
home along State Street North 50 
years ago, raised their family, and 
became empty nesters across the 
time they shared together. Debbie 
died of pancreatic cancer in April 
of 2025. 

As he looks at his garden, Mark 
remembers the many ways it, and 
the neighborhood around it, have 
changed over time. Early in their 
occupancy of the home, Debbie 
managed a downtown clothing 
store across the time when “shop-
ping local” was just how things 
were done. Mark worked at 
Brown Printing overnight and 
helped take care of their young 
children during the day. A wood-
worker and handyman, Mark de-
voted many hours to refurbishing 
and later adding onto their house, 

which was first built in 1860. He 
also acquired aging furniture at 
bargain prices and refurbished it, 
keeping his favorites and offering 
the others during yearly yard 
sales. 

Through it all, he says, Debbie 
was devoted to keeping and devel-
oping her flower gardens. 

Pointing to two clusters of 
phlox blooming in purple and a 
reddish pink, he says “This is 
about the third look that flower 
bed has had already this year.  

“The different flowers just keep 
on coming.” 

In a brief walking tour, he 
shares his favorite flowers have 
always been phlox and geraniums. 

He’s hesitant to say what 
flowers were Debbie’s favorites, 
but says she tended to like plants 
which produced petite, delicate 
looking blooms. 

He notes that the season-long 
parade of color is the result of 
Debbie’s knowledge and attention 
to detail. While they performed 
many gardening tasks as a couple, 
he credits the elegance and com-
plexity of the yard’s several 
flower beds to Debbie’s dedica-
tion. 

Something else that developed 
over time, a conversation with 
Mark reveals, is the atmosphere in 
and around the property. He re-
calls that, during the time their 
children were growing up, the 
yards of all the neighboring 
houses were open to view. People 
interacted readily, often stopping 
for conversations.  

He and Debbie never needed to 
grow a vegetable garden, he says, 
because neighbors around them 
planted large gardens and shared 

freely. Back then, it would have 
been difficult to picture how 
things look now. Over time, the 
hospital acquired ownership of the 
gradually aging homes, so that 
now the Pehrson yard is con-
nected directly to the hospital 
parking lot on two sides. 

In fact, Mark offers that people 
looking for easy parking on Sat-
urday might consider parking in 
the northeast corner of the lot near 
Sixth Avenue Northwest. 

Like all those who have come 
and gone before, Mark says the 
hospital is a good neighbor, and 
was very considerate as it con-
tinued to expand its footprint. “It’s 
different from what it was,” he ob-

serves regarding his home’s sur-
roundings, “but it’s still a good 
place to be.” 

Nowadays Mark is very active 
in mission work with St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church of Waseca. He 
continues to volunteer and help 
organize events and fundraisers. 
His garden, with an inviting table 
and seating space under a shaded 
canopy, is a peaceful and deeply 
meaningful place he can return to 
and appreciate, enjoy, and re-
member. 

He hopes people who visit can 
acquire some inspiration from the 
work he and Debbie put in that 
will help them with creating their 
own places of beauty. 

Mark Pehrson 
garden part of 
Aug. 1 showcase 

BLOOMING - Mark Pehrson attributes the rich variety of the 
flower gardens on his property to the dedication and knowledge 
of his wife, who spent decades refining and caring for them. 

Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

CAR Tire & 
Auto Center 
new to Waseca 
since Jan 3  

CARE FOR YOUR CAR - Pictured from left: Keith Larson, Tony Hess, owner Scott Zer-
was, Jeremy Roers, Kenny Shiwpaul and Jason Throener are part of the new staff at 
CAR Tire & Auto Center, 200 2nd Ave in Waseca. Formerly Christensen Tire & Auto. 

Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann



MANKATO, MINN. (July 27, 
2026) – Minnesota Valley Action 
Council (MVAC) held its Annual 
Meeting and Awards Dinner to cele-
brate successes over the past year. Each 
year, MVAC honors an achiever or a 
supporter from each of the nine 
counties that represent the agency serv-
ice area.  

An Achiever is a service recipient 
honored for demonstrating success by 
overcoming multiple barriers, making 
vast improvements and significant 
achievements. This year’s achievers are 
Ted Garcera of Nicollet County, Adri-
ana Sandoval of Martin County, Emily 
Joy Busch of Sibley County and Jewel 
Stewart of Waseca County. 

A Supporter is honored for helping 
to support, strengthen, and sustain the 
goals of Community Action through 
their selfless donation of time, energy, 
materials and knowledge. This year’s 
supporters are Oak Hills Living Center 
of Brown County, Mark Ulman of Wa-
tonwan County, and the Dork Den of 
Blue Earth County. Our Faribault 
County supporter wished to remain 
anonymous. 

When Jewel was referred to the 
Young Adult Career Development Pro-
gram by her DWP case manager, she 
expressed a strong interest in working 
with animals. She was considering pur-
suing a Veterinary Technician program 
or earning a degree in Animal Science 
or Equine Science. Although she was 
highly motivated to achieve her goals, 
she was uncertain about how to move 
forward. Balancing the cost of school 
with her responsibilities as a working 
mother of two young children felt over-
whelming.  

Through the program, Jewel was 
able to explore her interests further and 
ultimately chose a career pathway in 
Equine Management. She was con-
nected to a work experience through 
the MVAC youth program with an op-
portunity where she supported a local 
wildlife rescue and farm sanctuary, 
gaining hands-on experience caring for 
animals and maintaining their environ-
ment. Transportation assistance was 
also provided, which was especially 
helpful given her college commute re-
quired a four-hour round trip to Ells-
worth Community College in Iowa 

Falls, IA. There were also nights when 
she was on “barn duty” at college 
where she would sleepover in the horse 
barn to save on gas money. With con-
tinued program support, Jewel success-
fully earned an associate's degree in 
Equine Science as well as a diploma as 
an Equine Management Practitioner. 

“Jewel has utilized many MVAC 
programs, which helped her in making 
her story a success. She started out on 
DWP (Diversionary Work Program) 
and was working with a MVAC job 
counselor, she then was co enrolled in 

WIOA and MN Youth Program,” said 
Laura Wenzel, MVAC Family Re-
source Coordinator. “She was also en-
rolled in SNAP Employment and 
Training during this time to get extra 
supports with transportation vouchers. 
She also utilized the Energy Assistance 
Program to help with her heat and elec-
tric bills.”  

Today, she is employed and has 
begun building her own equine barn, 
where she plans to offer riding lessons 
and expand her work with horses.

FINDING SUCCESS - The 
Waseca U14 girls competed 
in the MYSA Summer State 
Championships July 9th – 
July 12th , claiming their 
second Summer State 
Championship in the past 
three years! They now pre-
pare themselves for the fall 
high school season where 
they look to build on their 
successes and contribute 
to the JV and varsity pro-
grams. The first home game 
is scheduled Thursday, Aug 
27th, against Westonka. 
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Kay Anderson 
Kay Jean (Baumgart) Anderson, 

age 91, of Waseca, Minnesota, 
passed away surrounded by family 
on Wednesday, July 22 at Lake-
shore Rehabilitation Center. 

Kay was born on September 27, 
1934, in Faribault, to Merel and 
Esther (Ackman) Baumgart. As the 
oldest of five children, she grew up 
on a farm between Waseca and 
Madison Lake, where she learned 
the values of faith, honesty, hard 
work, and family that would guide 
her throughout her life. As a teen-
ager, Kay moved with her family 
to Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, 
where she spent the remainder of 
her youth and met the love of her 
life, Ted Anderson. 

On June 5, 1955, she married 
Theodor “Ted” Elmo Leroy Ander-
son at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
New Richland. Together they 
shared 68 years of marriage built 
on faith, love, and a deep commit-
ment to one another and their 
family. Kay's greatest joy was 
being a wife, mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother. She and 
Ted raised four children—Debbie, 
Cindy, Beth, and Allen—in a home 
where kindness, honesty, and 
prayer were everyday lessons. Her 
calm nature and gentle guidance 
left a lasting impact on those she 
loved. 

In addition to caring for her 
family, Kay taught Community 
Education classes through Waseca 
Public Schools for 22 years. She 
was also a talented baker who 
turned her love of cake decorating 
into a small home business, cre-
ating beautiful wedding and spe-
cialty cakes for family, friends, and 
customers throughout the area. 

A faithful member of Christ 
Community Church, Kay found 
strength and comfort in prayer, 
Bible study, and her relationship 
with God. She enjoyed baking, 
crocheting, painting, listening to 
music, playing BINGO and cards, 
and gathering with family. She 
especially loved homemade ice 
cream, western movies, and sing-
ing her favorite hymn, Count Your 
Blessings. 

Kay is survived by her children, 
Debbie (Tom) McEllistrem of 
Mendota Heights, Cindy (Larry) 

Clayton of Waseca, Beth (Brad) 
Krause of Waseca, and Allen 
(Heidi) Anderson of Waseca; 
grandchildren, Tasha (Ryan) 
Schleis, Zach (Katherine) Clayton, 
Jacob (Megan) Krause, Caleb 
(Allie Faust) Krause, Tatiana (Eric) 
Marti, Tanyce (Ryan) Bruegger, 
Elsa McEllistrem, Kaylee McEllis-
trem, and Hunter Anderson; great 
grandchildren: Cadence, Killian, 
Ainsley, Odellia, and Drayden 
Schleis, Liam and James Clayton, 
Jayden and Odin Krause, Serenity 
Harvey, Everleigh, Selah, Eila, and 
Renna Marti, Jaxon, Brynlee, and 
Blake Krause, Vivian, Lydia, and 
Theo Bruegger.; siblings, Jane 
Hagan, Bob Baumgart, Judy (Don) 
Vogelsang, Dan (Jill) Baumgart; 
special sister-in-law, Elaine 
Dahring; brothers-in-law, Clarence 
(Kathy) Anderson, Roger (Karyl) 
Anderson, and Chuck (Jayne) An-
derson; sister-in-law, Mary Ander-
son; and many other relatives and 
friends. 

She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Ted, and her parents, 
Merel and Esther Baumgart; 
brothers-in-law, Harold “Pete” 
Hagen, Art Anderson, Don 
Dahring; sister-in-law, Judy Baum-
gart; and many aunts and uncles. 

Funeral service for Kay will be 
on Saturday, August 1, 2026 at 
1:00 PM at Christ Community 
Church in Waseca. Visitation will 
begin three hours prior to the serv-
ice at the church. Burial will fol-
low at Woodville Cemetery in 
Waseca. 

Dsofuneral.com 

Kay Anderson

Stanley Krippner 
Stanley “Stan” Herbert Krippner, 

age 84, of Waseca, passed away on 
Wednesday, July 22, 2026, at Abbott 
Northwestern Hospital in Minneapo-
lis. 

Stan was born on December 31, 
1941, in Waseca, the son of Herbert 
and Esther (Lutgens) Krippner. He 
grew up on the family farm in Deer-
field Township, Steele County, 
where he began his education at the 
rural country school near his home. 
He later attended Owatonna Public 
Schools and graduated from Owa-
tonna High School with the Class of 
1960. 

Following high school, Stan began 
working at Jostens in Owatonna and 
EF Johnson Company in Waseca be-
fore starting a long career in the 
printing industry. He worked for 
Brown Printing in Waseca, NCS in 
Owatonna, Impressions Inc. in Min-
neapolis, and concluded his career 
much as he began—working in print-
ing—retiring from Print Craft in 

New Brighton in 2006. 
Stan enjoyed driving through the 

countryside and often stopped at the 
home farm site to sit for a while, 
watching the world go by. He took 
pride in keeping the place tidy, re-
moving pests and appreciating the 
wildlife he loved to see. He also had 
a lifelong fondness for sports cars, 
frequently trading for a new model 
and enjoying the thrill of each new 
car he brought home. 

Stan was proud of his 44 years of 
sobriety and was a devoted partici-
pant in AA in Owatonna, where he 
found purpose in encouraging others 
on their own journeys. Later in life, 
after moving to Realife Cooperative 
in Waseca, he enjoyed visiting with 
fellow residents and never hesitated 
to share his opinions—often with 
spirited debate, even when he knew 
he might not be right. Although he 
could have stared in Grumpy Old 
Men at times, he had a soft spot for 
his grandchildren and great-grand-
children and loved following their 

activities and accomplishments. 
Stan is survived by his children: 

Gerald “Jerry” Krippner of Bloom-
ington, Robin (Blake) Nelson of 
Waseca, Todd Krippner of Louis-
ville, KY, and Kevin Krippner of 
Rochester; grandchildren: Kelvin 
(Katie) Nelson and Shanly (Adam) 
Rehman; great-grandchildren: Eve-
lyn and Rocky Nelson; siblings: 
Raymond Krippner of Deerfield 
Township, Karen (Gerard) LaFond 
of Owatonna, Virginia Watkins of 
Rochester, Roger Krippner of Great 
Falls, MT, and Neil Krippner of 
Rochester; as well as nieces, 
nephews, other relatives, and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his 
parents. 

A Celebration of Stan’s Life will 
be held at 11:00 AM on Monday, Au-
gust 3, 2026, at the State Street 
Chapel of Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt 
Funeral and Cremation Service in 
Waseca. Interment will take place at 
Deerfield German Cemetery in Deer-
field Township, Steele County, Min-

nesota. Gathering of Family and 
Friends will begin at 9:30 AM and 
continue until the time of the service 
at the funeral home on Monday. 

DSOFuneral.com.

Stanley Krippner

nesota. “It’s never the same route 
twice,” clarified drive chair Has-
sing. A “road captain” for each 
ride begins investigating possible 
routes early in the year. Along with 
distances and quality of roads, the 
number of available hotel rooms in 
various communities is a factor. 
Stops are arranged in towns where 

there are Legion halls; the loca-
tions for the start and finish are se-
lected based on which 
organizations are willing to host 
the events.  

To properly honor veterans, 
Hassing said, the rides are “dry,” 
meaning no liquor is consumed at 
the daytime stops. 

Any veterans interested in find-
ing out more about the Veterans 
Assistance Fund should begin by 
speaking with the Legion chapter. 
Membership in the Legion is not 
required. 

■ Fund 85 
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602 North Cedar Ave Owatonna MN 55060

14U Girls’ Soccer

Like the weather, the Waseca 
Braves are hot. 

The Braves made it three 
straight victories Sunday with 
a come-from-behind 12-7 deci-
sion at Morristown. 

The Braves' Logan Reger did 
a great job of pitching in this 
one.  He came in and pitched 
six innings in relief, gave up 
two runs in his first inning, and 
then pitched five shutout in-
nings. 

Waseca was down 7-1 after 
four innings, but scored the 
next 11 runs to pull out the 
win. 

The Braves then returned to 
Waseca's Larson Field to com-
plete a weather-delayed game 

with Cleveland, which they 
lost 9-5.  

"We came back to tie it and 
then had a bad inning with a 
couple errors and they beat 
us," said Braves coach Tink 
Larson. 

Keato Roeker pitched what 
might have been his best per-
formance of the season as he 
gave up just one earned run in 
5.1 innings. 

Reger, Roeker and Payton 
Garza each had two hits, with 
two RBIs by Garza. 

The Braves' first 13-60 
League playoff game will be at 
home Friday night, time and 
opponent to be determined.

Waseca Braves 
continue to be hot

Wasecan honored 
at MVAC meeting, 
awards dinner 

Laura Wenzel (left) and Jewel Stewart
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405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

507-461-9615
Sales & Service

Rick’s Appliance
ricksappliancewaseca.com

Waseca Music 
C O M P A N Y

5 0 7 - 8 3 5 - 2 9 8 0
1 1 1  S o u t h  S t a t e  S t r e e t

YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STORE
Band Instruments • Repairs

Guitars • CD, DVD, & Vinyl

The Waseca Braves were vic-
torious Wednesday, July 23, de-
feating Morristown 11-1 at Tink 
Larson Field in Waseca. 

"It was a pretty good all-around 
game for us," said Braves coach 
Tink Larson. "We had good pitch-
ing, good hitting, and good de-
fense." 

The Braves outhit Morristown 
13-5 while playing errorless de-
fense. 

Logan Reger pitched five in-
nings and allowed baserunners in 
only one inning while walking 

none and striking out eight. Ryan 
Hanson had eight strikeouts in 
three innings of relief. 

Keato Roeker had another good 
game at the plate with four hits, a 
walk, and a sacrifice fly. 

Reger was 2-for-6 at the plate. 
Kyle Waugh and Kellen Klinger 
had two hits each. Kelvin Nelson, 
Payton Garza and Cody Huiras 
had one hit each. 

The Braves could have made 
things a little easier if they had 
scored some of the 16 runners they 
left on base.

Waseca Braves find 
victory all around

in other venues, including the Mill, 
whose large, open floor provides a 
nearly ideal setting, especially for the 
many people who came on Friday. 

A quick spoken survey of the 
crowd revealed that, while most par-
ticipants came from the local region, 
one group had come from Iowa and 
two individuals were even from Ore-
gon and Nebraska. 

One group of four had come from 
the area of Byron, brought over by 
Haley Eustice, who is originally from 
the Waseca area. In their 20s, Eus-
tice’s friends were Jessica Grafe, 
Breanna Ohl and Megan Nowezki. 
The four said they came for the 
chance to learn something new that 
they would all have in common, and 
proclaimed they would be using their 
new skill at Nowezki’s wedding com-
ing up in May of 2027, where she 
speculated “Cupid Shuffle” and “Cot-
ton-Eyed Joe” would certainly be part 
of the celebration. 

Not all four expected the dances to 
come naturally, with Grafe predicting 
“total chaos” during the lessons. 

Wasecans Shannon and Will Fritz 
came for the chance to try something 
new; knowing of Shannon’s interest, 
their daughter had seen information 
about the class and encouraged them 
to come. Will admitted he was there 
mostly to support Shannon, saying he 
expected most of his enjoyment from 
the event was likely to be vicarious. 
“Sometimes what brings the most joy 
is watching others get their joy,” he 
claimed. 

Rebecca Fowler of Mankato had 
brought her “fun-sized” mother, five-
foot-tall Betty Feldbrugge, who said 

she was looking forward to the social 
time and fun of line dancing, along 
with the exercise which, she figured, 
would be healthy for her without 
being too strenuous. 

Joleen Deutschmann of LeCenter 
had brought three nine-year-olds and 
a 12-year-old, and said the youngsters 
were excited at the prospect of learn-
ing the dances. They had even dressed 
in western-looking gear that included 
cowboy hats and boots. 

Instructor Mary told the group dur-
ing her introductions that the first 
hour or so would be beginner-level 
lessons, with more advanced moves 
being kept for the later part of the ses-
sion. 

■ Line dancing 
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The Waseca Braves made it 
two straight wins with an 8-2 
triumph over Blue Earth Sat-
urday night at Larson Field. 

"It was a nice game for us," 
said Larson, a Braves coach. 
"It locked up a bye in the first 
round of the playoffs." 

Sabastian Teague came up 
with a big hit early in the game 
and Kyle Waugh gave Waseca 
a nice lead with a three-run 
homer. 

Kelvin Nelson produced 

four-plus good innings on the 
mound, as he hadn’t pitched a 
quite some time and that al-
lowed the Braves to bring in 
Tyson Reger when Kelvin tired 
in the fifth inning. 

"Tyson pitched very well 
over the last four-plus innings 
to pick up the win," said Lar-
son. 

Waugh finished 2-for-4 with 
two runs and two RBIs. Other 
hits went to Ryan Wangen and 
Teague.

Big hitters lead to 
two straight wins

RARIN' TO GO - Joleen Deutschmann of LeCenter (above) brought young enthusiasts Ollie (in 
back) and nine-year-olds (from left) Lachlynn, Whitley and Brenna, to the line dancing class July 
24. Below, dancers quickly got the hang of the simpler combinations and then moved on to the 
more complicated ones.             Pioneer photos by Deb Bently

ternoon and evening of Saturday, 
Aug. 1.   

On June 18 the lawn was being 
mowed near the New Richland 
Care Center when a rock was 
thrown by the mower into a parked 
car. The car sustained damage that 
will cost an estimated $900 to re-
pair. 

There was an ordinance amend-
ing the city code by adopting reg-
ulations for fences. Bob Swenson 
spoke as a private citizen on the 
matter and said, “I wanted to ask 
after the regulation regarding 
pools and the four foot height re-
quirement for fences around pools. 
It seems like someone could have 
a cattle tank or a wading pool and 
bam, they’re in violation of the 
law.” He has two neighbors who 
have pools, one year-round, the 
other temporary. Swenson stated 
his belief the law should apply to 
in-ground pools, but the owner of 
the temporary pool should not be 
required to build a fence. 

The council replaced city ordi-
nances regarding golf carts with a 
set of standards which now covers 
“Motorized Golf Cart, Utility Task 
Vehicles, and Mini Truck Use.” 

The emergency medical serv-
ices department reported it had re-
sponded to 54 calls for the year as 
of the meeting date. The depart-
ment was present during Farm and 
City Days and expects to also be 
available during Waldorf Days 
from Aug. 21 to 23. The Waldorf 
event is anticipating a big turnout 
this year. 

The New Richland Fire Depart-
ment received one fire call and 
two medical calls in June.  The 
July training was pumping on 7th 
Street. 

New Richland Police Chief Ta-
nyce Bruegger said, “We re-
sponded to 51 calls for service for 
the month of June. We had 10 lock 
checks/directed patrols, eight traf-
fic stops, eight other agencies as-
sisted, two suspicious 
circumstances, four animal com-
plaints, 11 ordinance violations. 
As always, we remind people to 
get in touch with us if they have 
any information regarding any in-
cidents that have occurred in the 

City of New Richland or surround-
ing areas. Officer DeRaad at-
tended and completed Use of 
Force Instructor training. He has 
passed and is awaiting certification 
documents. The radar certification 
annual recertification will cost 
$86.” 

The New Richland Care Center 
has a current census of 41 res-
idents, consisting of 10 Medicare, 
nine hospice, three private pay, 18 
Medicaid. The facility continues to 
hire new staff members to fill the 
decreasing number of openings. 
Planning is underway to cope with 
the anticipated wave of vacancies 
likely to occur when college stu-
dents return to their courses in the 
fall. All staff have been working 
diligently to help reduce the use of 
temporary agency staffing.   

Shell Johnson read the waste-
water operation and maintenance 
report, there was a June 2 power 
outage from 5:55 to 10:45 p.m. 
which was caused by a bird on a 
power pole. The department held 
it quarterly safety meeting at the 
plant and included People Service 
employees Nick Vicker, Chris Se-
crist, Robert Jayne and Region 
Manager Herb Krueger. Said 
Johnson, “I will be out of the of-
fice from July 16 through 22, Herb 
Krueger can be contacted if there 
are any questions or emergencies.” 

The maintenance and utility re-
port included an update on the 
weekly maintenance of Legion 
Field, City and St. Olaf Lake 
Parks, City Hall, the city shop, li-
brary, and water plant; it was re-
ported all preparations had been 
made for Farm and City Days. T 
The mower went in for its 800 
hours scheduled maintenance. 

The council approved a permit 
for the T-Mobile/Metronet to 
begin its fiber overbuilding of 
New Richland. This is in part to 
provide an option for residents and 
businesses which lost their internet 
service when provider Radio Link 
discontinued operations last 
month. Regarding Radio Link, the 
deadline given during the May 
meeting for removal of the com-
pany’s equipment mounted on the 
New Richland water tower was 
July 13. The equipment is still 
there. Verizon Wireless is being 
contacted to check out the area, 
and the council will revisit this 
issue after Verizon’s visit. 

■ Council 
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By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

The July 21 Waseca City Council 
meeting was less than 30 minutes 
long and included only a few 
matters of business. As the meeting 
began, a reminder was shared that 
the Waseca Night to Unite will take 
place at the city waterpark on Tues-
day, Aug. 4 from 5 to 7 p.m. Every-
one is invited for free food, water 
fun and the opportunity to become 
acquainted with members of the city 
police, emergency medical re-
sponders, fire department.  

Mayor Randy Zimmerman issued 
a Mayoral Proclamation honoring 
Jake Lieser who was a two-time  
Gold Medalist for the 2026 USA 

Special Olympics held in June in the 
Twin Cities. Leiser, who brought his 
medals with him, was present along 
with members of his family to ac-
cept the award. He said, “It was 
such a great experience up there, 
seeing all those contestants. It was a 
fun week that we had, the best ex-
perience in my life. I will be com-
peting until I’m gray and old.” 

Lieser’s medals were earned in 
the 100-meter solo walk and in shot-
put; he also has a silver medal in the 
100-meter relay walk. Of that ac-
complishment he observed, “South 
Dakota beat us by a second. We had 

a great lead the whole race, but they 
changed their lineup at the last sec-
ond. If our anchor had a little more 
speed, we would’ve gotten it.” Stacy 
Schroeder thanked Leiser for his 
work as a member of the Exchange 
Club. Leiser was handed his procla-
mation and Mayor Zimmerman 
joined Leiser and his family for a 
photo. Leiser turned 29 on July 24. 

The council approved making 
final payment of about $42,000 on 
the $400,000 watermain improve-
ments completed this month in 
Noetzel’s Addition, a group of about 
34 residential lots located north of 
Clear Lake Park and west of Clear 
Lake Drive. 

Council members set a public 

hearing regarding the city’s storm-
water pollution prevention plan for 
7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 18. 

Also approved was a joint powers 
agreement with the Minnesota Bu-
reau of Criminal Apprehension. The 
agreement, which is renewed every 
five years, is an arrangement to 
share information about law en-
forcement activities with the state-
wide agency, and so with other local 
agencies statewide. 

The Economic Development Au-
thority commission met and re-
ceived a presentation from Jim 
Boerboom about his Waseca Coop, 
said Mayor Zimmerman, “They are 
now an official entity. This is still in 
the planning stages.”

Jake Leiser olympic wins honored
             WASECA                 
        CITY COUNCIL
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CHRIST COMMUnITY CHURCH 
2200 4th St nE, Waseca 

507-835-2235 
Service times 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
4TH STREET EVAnGELICAL 

CHURCH 
605 4th St nE, Waseca 

507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew Isker) 
Worship Sundays 10 a.m 

*     *     * 
FAITH UnITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
801 4th Ave nE, Waseca 

507-835-3167 
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHRIST THE KInG LUTHERAn 

CHURCH 
309 6th St nE, Waseca 

507-835-9176 
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School/Fellowship 10:15 a.m. 
Wednesday Eve Worship 6:30 p.m. 

*     *     * 
ST. JOHn LUTHERAn CHURCH 

401 3rd Ave nE, Waseca 
507-833-1703 

Sundays 9:00 a.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAn CHURCH 
314 4th Ave nE, Waseca 

507-835-2647 
Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
FIRST COnGREGATIOnAL CHURCH 

503 2nd Ave nE, Waseca 
507-835-4548 (office email: 
1cwaseca@hickorytech.net) 

Worship Sunday 10 a.m. 
*     *     * 

GRACE LUTHERAn CHURCH 
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-835-1709 
Worship Sunday 9 a.m. 

*     *     * 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH 

111 4th St nW, Waseca 
Father Glenn Ferichs 

507-835-1222 
Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m., Tues. and Wed. 
at 8:30 a.m. and Thurs. at 7 a.m.; Saturdays 

at 5 p.m. 
*     *     * 

REAL LIFE CHURCH 
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-833-0017 
Sunday worship 10 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-

DAY SAInTS 
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-835-4640 
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 

1221 8th St SE, Waseca 
507-835-2213 

Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday Worship 
10:45 a.m. 
*     *     * 

CHRISTIAn ASSEMBLY 
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-833-1082 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun Evening 

6:00 p.m., Wed. evening 6:30 p.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PETER EVAnGELICAL 
LUTHERAn CHURCH 

new Richland, Minnesota  
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir and 
Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship 
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters 
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
ST. PETER EVAnGELICAL 

LUTHERAn CHURCH 
Otisco, Minnesota 

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor  
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study 
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
TRInITY EVAnGELICAL 

LUTHERAn CHURCH 
new Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Mary Iverson 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sunday 
School; 10 a.m. Coffee 
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting 
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7 p.m. 
Council meeting 

*     *     * 
LESUEUR RIVER 

LUTHERAn CHURCH 
new Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
School 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 *     *     * 
VISTA LUTHERAn CHURCH 

new Richland, Minnesota 
Pastor Dan Kordahl 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

VISTA EVAnGELICAL 
COVEnAnT CHURCH 

new Richland, Minnesota 
Brian Schanil Pastor 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sunday 
School 
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Ministry, 1-
3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and Yard Games, 6 
p.m. until dark 

*     *     * 
ALL SAInTS 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
new Richland, Minnesota 

Father Glenn Ferichs 
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 4th Fridays 
p.m. Mass 
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m. 

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAn 

Missouri Synod 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Larry Sipe 
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m. Sunday 
School and adult bible class 

*     *     * 
IMMAnUEL LUTHERAn CHURCH 

Freedom Township 
Sunday – 9:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ZOAR UnITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Pastor Ava Adams-Morris 
Waldorf, Minnesota  

Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Father Brian Mulligan 
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
TRInITY LUTHERAn 

Wilton Township 
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor 

Services 6 p.m. Saturday 
*     *     * 

THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAInTS 

Brad Donner, Branch President 
Waseca, Minnesota 

www.lds.org 
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 11:20 
a.m. Sunday School 
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities, ages 

12-18 
 *         *        * 

TRInITY LUTHERAn CHURCH 
412 n. Main Street, Janesville 

Pastor Jason Wolter 
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible Class, 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
JAnESVILLE UnITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
401 n. West St., Janesville 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
BLOOMInG GROVE UnITED METH-

ODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Morristown 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer worship hours, 
(10:45 a.m. Worship, winter)  

*     *     * 
ST. Ann CATHOLIC CHURCH 

307 W. 2nd St, Janesville 
10 a.m. - Mass 

*     *     * 
FAITH LUTHERAn CHURCH 

300 Owen St., Janesville 
Pastor Sarah Krolak 

*     *     * 
ST. JOHn EVAnGELICAL CHURCH 

Alma City, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

TRInITY EVAnGELICAL LUTHERAn 
CHURCH 

Smiths Mill, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship 

 *         *        * 
nORTH WASECA LUTHERAn 

CHURCH ELCA 
404 30 120th St. Waseca 

Pastor Sarah Krolak 
507-234-6463  

Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second sunday 
“Young at heart”  
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation 

*     *     * 
    nOTE: CHAnGES In CHURCH CAL-
EnDARS MUST BE MADE BY nOTIFI-
CATIOn FROM A MEMBER OF THE 
COnGREGATIOn TO THE WASECA 
COUnTY PIOnEER.

By FR. GLENN FRERICHS 
For us Minnesotans, summers 

are often known for BBQs, vaca-
tions, and all things outdoors with 
family and friends. Part of the rea-
son may be the unique opportuni-
ties this season offers. After all, 
school is out, the warm weather 
makes it easy to be outdoors, and 
our culture generally encourages 
people to step away from work re-
sponsibilities to be with family. 
During a recent vacation, I had the 
opportunity to celebrate Sunday 
Mass at a small church at the 
north entrance of Itasca State 
Park. Sunday Mass is offered only 
during the summer months be-
cause it is intended to serve the 
high volume of park visitors. This 
is almost an annual event for me. 
What I’ve always found particu-
larly impressive is the number of 
vacationing families who rise 
from their sleep, prepare the chil-
dren, and bring everyone to an un-
conditioned church on a hot 
Sunday morning. The number of 
people in attendance ranges from 
60 to 110 on any given Sunday. 
This year’s visitors included all 
ages, but most were young fam-
ilies. The faith that flowed 
through their voices and the de-
light in their eyes at the opportu-
nity to worship God on a Sunday 
morning was inspiring to see. 

Isaiah, the prophet, says: All 
you who are thirsty, come to the 
water! You who have no money, 
come, receive grain and eat; 
Come, without paying and with-
out cost, drink wine and milk! 
Why spend your money for what 
is not bread, your wages for what 
does not satisfy? Only listen to 
me, and you shall eat well, you 
shall delight in rich fare. (Is 55: 1-
2) 

As the seasonal rhythm unfolds, 
it is important to attend to the 
physical and relational aspects of 
our lives that can be neglected 
during the dreariness and closed-

in nature of the winter months. 
Isaiah reminds us that our spiritual 
and soulful selves also require on-
going attention. Prolonged or 
chronic dehydration, hunger, or 
poverty can make deprivation 
hard to notice. Our spiritual lives 
are no different. St. Augustine’s 
famous line, “You have made us 
for yourself, O Lord, and our 
hearts are restless until they rest in 
you,” from the opening of his 
Confessions speaks to that inner 
need for God that will ultimately 
satisfy our hearts. The universal 
experience of dissatisfaction, anx-
iety, or a sense that something is 
missing from our lives, regardless 
of our success or achievements, is 
the consequence of life outside 
Christ. 

God, on the other hand, seeks to 
fill the recesses of our hearts. 
Having been made for God, life in 
Christ reorients our purpose to 
what it was in the beginning, be-
fore the fall. The emptiness one 
experiences begins to be replaced 
by peace and fulfillment; relation-
ships take on new significance; 
the propensity to strive after 
worldly things that will have no 
lasting effect is replaced by the 
joy and contentment of living 
under God’s plan.   

The hunger for God experi-
enced by those campers on a Sun-
day morning in the middle of 
vacation was greater than any 
comfort or consolation that a 
campfire, beach, or warm break-
fast could satisfy. “As the deer 
longs for streams of water, so my 
soul longs for you, O God” 
(Psalm 42).  

With a few weeks of summer 
remaining, rest, family, sunshine, 
and rejuvenation are all important. 
And with this, it may be Saint 
Paul who says it best: “whether 
you eat or drink, or whatever you 
do, do everything for the glory of 
God” (1 Cor 10:31). 

Spiritual renewal

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610

teschservice@mediacombb.net

Tesch Service Center
Family-Owned Automotive Repair 
• wheel alignments
• brake services
• suspension repairs
• towing & more!
Call us today!

Christ the King Lutheran 
Church of Waseca, MN, has 
now officially been welcomed 
onto the congregational roster 
of The American Association 
of Lutheran Churches 
(TAALC) at their 30th Con-
vention held this past June 
2026. The AALC is a Confes-
sional Lutheran Church 
founded in 1987 with the firm 
belief in the inerrancy of the 

Bible and the belief that the 
Lutheran Confessions are the 
correct exposition of God’s 
Word (www.taalc.org). Christ 
the King Lutheran Church was 
established in 2009 and holds 
weekly services at 9 AM each 
Sunday and 6:30 PM on Wed-
nesdays. Both The AALC and 
Christ the King rejoice in their 
fellowship and the deepening 
of their relationship. 

Christ the King joins 
congregational roster

bringing the current total toward 
the project to about $10,000. The 
need for repairs is more than cos-
metic, she goes on. As the board 
and batten siding ages and begins 
to fail, nails are falling out, and 
some boards have actually fallen. 

Many visitors come and go 
from the barn each year, and nu-
merous animals are kept inside it. 
The safety and longevity steel sid-
ing would bring, says Rollins, as 
well as the improved appearance, 
are all powerful reasons why Far-
mamerica would like to see the up-
grade. 

“Dairy barns like ours were the 
heart of rural life in the early- to 
mid-1900s,” Rollins pointed out. 

“They were places of labor, stead-
fast routines and enduring family 
enterprise.” 

Calling the classic hip-roofed 
barn a “bridge connecting genera-
tions,” Rollins notes the building 
has been at Farmamerica for 
nearly 50 years, having been 
moved to the site from the Ballard 
Dairy Farm south of Mankato in 
the 1980s. She also mentions that 
structures of its type are no longer 
being built, with modern dairy 
barns looking very different and 
meeting much different standards 
of production and food safety. 

Despite the changes, though, 
she points out barns like the one at 
Farmamerica remain an enduring 
icon of agriculture. Just as there 
was a time when no farm was 
complete without a barn, Rollins 
suggests, Farmamerica would not 
seem complete without one today. 

■ Barn 
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Power of Produce

PRODUCING GOOD - The Power of Produce club, or POP club started at the Waseca Farmers Market on Saturday, July 25. Both 
Janel Schmidt and Gavin Riehm were busy giving out the POP money vouchers, "We have so many applicants we haven't been 
able to count them yet" said Schmidt. Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

Whenever I write I’m always 
proud to say I’m a baby boomer or 
senior citizen. A baby boomer is 
someone born between 1946 and 
1964; we are a powerful social eco-
nomic force, and control a vast ma-
jority of national wealth (over $100 
trillion.) President Donald Trump is 
a baby boomer. A senior citizen is an 
older adult; 65 or older. Baby 
boomers know how to save money 
for retirement, manage assets and 
know how to dig a hole or work a 
hard physical day. 

The younger generations are now 
educated and prepared to live in the 
world of 2026. They can operate a 
smart phone with ease, and navigate 
electronics where everything has be-
come an app, code, portal, etc.  

We have become a society that 
forces an 80-year-old senior to use a 
smartphone. Baby boomers, who did 
so much to make this country great, 
now find themselves feeling illiterate 
as they try to complete daily tasks. 
Booking medical appointments, pay-
ing a bill, watching TV, using a cou-
pon and finding a phone number 
become frustrating and difficult. I’m 
sure that a number of seniors feel that 
technology should serve everyone 
and not discriminate, since they now 
require the help of a son, daughter, 
grandchild, or neighbor to help them 
succeed using new technology. 

My wife Lisa is content to live 
with her I-pad. Every day she checks 
her Facebook, Instagram, and maybe 

TikTok. She keeps up with interest-
ing posts from others and friends and 
can wish extend birthday greetings. 
Lisa also has a membership on Ama-
zon and we get free deliveries on all 
of our orders. Needless to say, you 
can order anything on Amazon. We 
now do most of our Christmas shop-
ping online. 

I own a cell phone. It is a must at 
our cabin. It serves me fine; I can call 
others, take pictures and share them, 
chat with others, and google my 
questions on the internet. I become 
frustrated finding others' cell phone 
numbers. There are no more phone 
books; good old-fashioned landlines 
are becoming limited. We still have 
three phones in the house with old-
fashioned answering machines. Will 
I ever get a smart phone??? 
NEVER!! 

Media Com is our choice for 
cable. Our TVs, phones, and internet 
are all serviced and billed through 
Media Com. At present we are not 
streaming or buying athletic events 
on Peacock, Hulu, or whatever. Net-
flix is an absolute must. We are at the 

mercy of phone lines and internet, 
and seem to have daily TV problems 
with all of the new high-speed up-
dates. Costs for service keep increas-
ing, making our necessities very 
expensive. Will we ever change? 
Maybe?? Cable and landlines may be 
gone and obsolete in the near future. 
Most of our bills are paid with auto-
pay, but we still do mail out a few 
checks. I still carry cash and a couple 
of credit cards in my wallet. I’ve had 
several experiences where stores 
have had their computers go down 
and I couldn’t use a credit card. Cash 
became very handy in making the 
purchase. The new generations now 
pay many of their bills on an app 
called Venmo. Will they ever write a 
check? Probably not. Will I ever pay 
a bill using Venmo? Perhaps–when 
the way I pay bills no longer exists. 

An app now exists called GPT, an 
artificial intelligence chat box that 
generates human-like communica-
tion. GPT can answer questions 
searching the web and even offer ad-
vice. It can draft emails, find answers 
and maybe write a paper. It is gram-

matically flawless. Whatever hap-
pened to good, old-fashioned Cliff 
notes? Whatever happened to good, 
old-fashioned cursive writing? 
Would I choose to be a teacher in 
today’s world? Maybe. 

AI has been on the news many 
times lately. AI stands for Artificial 
Intelligence and is defined as: a 
branch of computer science focused 
on building smart machines and soft-
ware capable of performing tasks 
that normally require human intelli-
gence. 

I recently had breakfast with a 
grandson who graduated from Mank-
ato West this spring and has already 
earned two years of college credits 
from MSU. I asked him the most 
popular question every grandfather 
asks a grandson, “What are you 
going to major in?” “What do want 
to be when you grow up?” He wants 
to either be a CEO in a major com-
pany or work with financial advisors. 
He enjoys working with statistics, 
which is crucial in financial plan-
ning. He then said, “Who knows 
what’s in store for financial plan-
ning?” With the emergence of AI, 
maybe people will make financial 
calls to robots who offer advice, the 
human element will be gone. The 
younger generation is just fine; they 
are in tune with ever changing tech-
nology. My grandson will never 
qualify to be a “baby boomer.” 

Making my way in a vastly different world 

Bits and Pieces
by Dave Zika



25 years ago 

- Juniors grades 7, 8 and 9 are -pictured here are: Front row 
(from left): Abby Schreader and Trish Westphal. Second row: 
Katie Wheelock, Sam Fox, Gina Conion, Coach Sarah Milow, 
Ashlee Amundson, Anna Hall and Kristin Brady. Back row: 
Jenna Bartelt, Heather Johnson, Danielle Mulcahey, Jenna 
Monahan, Annette Quast and Stephanie Dufly. 

- A recent brief meeting was held at the Robert Froehlich home. 
Discussion was held on the fair. Everyone is busy getting their proj-
ects ready for the busy week. The club will have a booth at the fair. 
On Friday, July 20, at 6 p.m. the group will perform their Share the 
Fun skit at the Exhibit Hall. This skit at the Exhibit Hall. This skit 
is the one that will also be performed at the state fair on Friday, 
Aug. 31. The next meeting will be held on Monday, Aug. 13, at the 
Robert Froehlich home. 

- Tammy Grove of Mankato, Mn. won the drawing at the Waseca 
County Fair for the free subscription of the Janesville Argus. Thank 
you to everyone who visited the Argus booth and registered to win. 

 
50 years ago 

- Teachers at the Trinity Lutheran Christian Day School for the 
1976-77 school year will be the following: Kindergarten, Miss 
Diane Lyons of Faribault; grade one, Miss Susan Zellmer of rural 
Lewisville; grade two and three, Mrs. Edna Berndt; grades four and 
five, Mr. David Schelp; grades six and seven, Mr. Dennis Dirks; 
grade eight, Mr. Arthur Plath, Principal. Miss Lyons has taught the 
past three years in Cape Girardeau, Missouri and Miss Zellmer has 
taught in Sheboygan, Wisconsin the past four years. 

- Mrs. Joseph Groh brought three-week-old Peter Jon Groh 
to the bi-centennial picnic. An estimated 200 people gathered in 
Memorial Park Sunday to celebrate the nation’s 200th birthday with 
a potluck dinner, band concert, speech and the burial of a vault 
which won’t be open until another 200 years pass. The old-fash-
ioned country-style celebration climaxed the work of Janesville’s 
Bi-Centennial Committee. The highlight of the afternoon was the 
unveiling, by Lauren Nelson, of the historical piece he built to com-
memorate Janesville’s past. Nelson photographed several old build-
ings around Janesville, then recreated them in metal and arranged 
them in historical order.  

 
75 years ago 

- Many friends and relatives attended a reception Sunday after-
noon, July 1, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Bruce. The oc-
casion noted the couple’s silver wedding anniversary. Mr. and Mrs. 
Bruce were married in St. Ann’s Catholic church, Janesville on June 
30, 1931. Their attendants then were Mrs. Fater was also present 
Sunday. The Vinces have three children, Dianne, John and Joe. 

- According to legal notice published on another page of this 
paper, bids will be received on or before July 31 for the purchase 
of the Hoybye Blacksmith and Welding shop, including building 
and equipment, in Janesville. The property will be open for inspec-
tion from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m Friday, July 20 and between the same 
hours July 27. The shop was owned and operated by the late Bill 
Murphy Hoybye. Details will be found in the “Notice For Bids” in 
this issue of the Argus. 

- One of the original members of the local horsethieves ex-
pounded this morning on what can be done when on lives in a good 
town that has a very nice park. Lakeview that is, where people can 
get together. He stated. “The horsethieves, Gunnie, Joycie, Hilkle, 
I-Renie, Flinkie, Gustie, Margie, Jimmie, Lizzie, Joey, Beets and 
the newest member, very young Mickie, took over the park Tuesday 
evening. All enjoyed a wiener roast with all the trimmings, of 
course a few bugs and insects too. Later the annual jam session and 
song fest was held at the Wegge home.” 

 
100 years ago 

- Many a man who couldn’t by a quarter’s worth of crackers on 
credit in his own home town will get elected to some public office 
or go upon some lyceum platform and feel actually grieved if his 
utterances on high finance are not accepted as the words of wisdom 
that are gleaned from experience.  

- An idle boy is something like a horse turned loose upon the 
streets. He is not necessarily mean or vicious but in roaming around 
aimlessly he is apt to get into someone’s garden, and trouble fol-
lows. Keep the boy busy during vacation and he will live to call 
you blessed.-St. James Independent.  

- It is with a feeling of sadness that the observer notes with each 
passing year the dwindling number of Civil war veterans who take 
part in the Memorial day exercises. Where once they formed a large 
company locally, there are now a mere handful. But though their 
number grows less with the passing years, the memory of what they 
did for their country will remain indelibly imprinted on the minds 
and hearts of the nation so long as history shall record their deeds.-
--Northfield Independent. 

25 years ago 
- Deb and Gary Ellefson, of 

Ahland, Wisconsin are proud to an-
nounce the engagement of their 
daughter Nika Ellefson to Jon 
Summer, the son of Rhonda Burke 
and Jerry Summer of Waseca. Nika 
is a 1995 graduate of Ely High 
School and a 1999 graduate of 
Hamline University. She is cur-
rently employed as a first grade 
teacher in the Dallas Independent 
School District. Jon is a 1993 grad-
uate of Waseca High School and a 
1997 graduate of Hamline Univer-
sity. He earned his Master’s Degree 
in Sports Administration at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin at LaCrosse in 
2000. He just completed his graduate internship in athletics, facilities and 
operations at Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas. A July 29, 
2001 wedding is planned. 

- Waseca County Fair Grandstand, built in 1920.  
- Based on recommendations of the Traffic and Safety Board, the Waseca 

CIty Council has approved the removal of some city stop signs. Stop signs 
will be removed at 6th Street SW at the intersection of 7th Avenue SW but 
will remain on 7th Ave. SW at that intersection. On 2nd Avenue NW at the 
intersection of 6th Street NW, stop signs will be removed. The stop sign at 
6th St. NW in this intersection will remain in place. According to city engi-
neer Fred Salsbury, traffic counts were taken, accident records were ex-
amined and the data was compared to the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation warrants for stop signs. The board found these signs did not 
meet the warrants set by the state in 
the MnDOT Uniform Manual of 
Traffic Control Devices. “If they 
were put up to control speed,” Salis-
bury said, “that is not a good enough 
reasons for stop signs.” 

- Waseca Braves' centerfielder 
Quinn Hammond sparked the 8-
6 win over Owatonna with a 4-5 
performance at the plate. 

 
50 years ago  

- A car-pedestrian and a car-bi-
cycle accident occurred in Waseca 
over the holiday weekend. On July 
3 at 10:40 p.m., according to the po-
lice report, Morgen L Behsmann, 
15, 411 7th Ave. SE was allegedly 
standing on North State St. in front of Hanson’s Cheese House when he 
was allegedly hit by a vehicle driven by Therese A. Huebl, 17, R. 1. Behs-
mann was taken to Mankato for treatment of unknown injuries. On July 5 
at 2:10 p.m. Lawrence M. Peterson, 211 9th Ave. SE was turning left from 
North State onto 5th Ave. when his car was allegedly hit by a bicycle ridden 
by Thomas J. Krause, 18, of Austin. Krause received undetermined injuries 
from the crash. 

- Flags, firecrackers and patriotic song accompanied the birth of the 
two babies, pictured above with their mothers, who were born on the 
nation's 200th birthday at the Waseca Area Memorial Hospital, Shan-
non Janell, left, the first child for Mr. ahd Mrs. Gary Schwartz, 111½ 
South State Street was born at 11:18 p.m. July 4 and weighed 6 Ibs. 
134 oz. at birth. Mandy La Vonne, the second child for Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Possin, rural New Richland was born at 2:40 p.m. July 4 and 
weighed 8 lbs. 1 1/4 oz. 

- Vandals apparently worked themselves into a patriotic mood over the 
holiday weekend and reportedly made off with flags displayed at Waseca 
residences in the northeast and northwest parts of town, according to police 
reports. Sergeant Bruce Stauffer said today that investigation is currently 
underway due to the four reports received on flag thefts, in which vandals 
broke the poles, then took the flag. Any residents who are missing their 
flags should report the theft to the police station. 

 
75 years ago 

- Wm. J. Sexton, chairman, Waseca County ASC Committee, announced 
today that the much discussed Soil Bank program is in operation. Any 
farmer who has planted corn within his allotment or his soil bank corn base 
may sign up for the solid bank at the Waseca County ASC office. The final 
sign-up date for the 1956 Soil Bank program is July 20, 1956. The average 
reserve program is on a yearly base. That is the land put in the acreage re-
serve is tied up for the year 1956 only. Land designated for the acreage re-
serve cannot be grazed or harvested before January 1, 1937. The  1956 soil 
bank corn base acreage will be mailed to each farmer in Waseca county this 
week and farmers who intended to comply with the acreage reserve program 
are urged to sign the agreement in the county office immediately. Such 
agreements under the 1956 acreage reserve program cannot be accepted 
after July 20. 

 
100 years ago 

- The members of the Waseca Delphian Chapter held their last meeting 
of the season last Friday afternoon at the home of Mrs. H.M. Gallagher. 
The following offices were elected for the ensuing year: Mrs. Dan Hughes, 
president;p Mrs. Ernest Graben, vice president; Mrs. D.M. Coughlin, sec-
retary and treasurer. 

New Richland
25 years ago 

- Abbey Jensen of Geneva received a bachelor of arts degree 
in business administration- marketing management at the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas spring commencement exercises on May 
19.  

- Here are the top three finishers for the upcoming second 
graders. Looks as if they are very happy with their places.  

- Blaine and Judy Lewer of New Richland, MN and Sybil Fer-
guson of Downey, CA will be honoring the marriage of their 
children, Janda Elaine Lewer and Dwight Pierce Ferguson with 
an open wedding dance at 
the Waseca VFW on Sat-
urday, July 21, at 8:30 pm.  

 
50 years ago 

- Bruce Ebnet is pictured 
here as he crosses the line 
in first place in the Farm-
City Days AAU cross coun-
try races, Saturday. Bruce 
was the first in the Joggers 
two mile.  

- The big battle for the first 
place in the New Richland 
Womans League found Qui-
ram’s Quties meeting the 
State Bank of New Richland, 
Thursday night. Both teams 
played excellent defense, 
which resulted in a low scor-
ing contest, with Quiram 
winning 4-1.  

 
75 years ago 

- Mr. and Mrs. George “Bud” Shurson are the parents of their 
second daughter, Debra Jean, born Tuesday, August 21 at the 
nave hospital, Albert Lea, weighing 8 pounds and 11 ounces. 
The other daughter is Georgia Ann.  

- A baby girl was born Tuesday, August 21, to Mr. an dMrs. 
Milton Nelson, their first child. She was born at memorial hos-
pital, Waseca and weighed 8 ½ pounds.  

Janesville
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Waseca

MANKATO, Minn. — The Re-
gion Nine Development Commis-
sion (RNDC) is pleased to 
announce the election of Andrea 
Boettger as Chair of the RNDC 
Board of Directors. Boettger 
brings years of experience with the 
Commission and a strong commit-
ment to regional collaboration as 
RNDC continues its work to sup-
port communities across south 
central Minnesota. A member of 
the RNDC Board of Directors for 
several years, Boettger most re-
cently served as Vice Chair. She 
also chairs the Legislative and 
Communications Committee, 
helping advance RNDC's legis-
lative priorities, strengthen rela-
tionships with local, state, and 
federal partners, and increase 
awareness of the Commission's 
work throughout the region. "I am 
honored to serve as Chair of the 
Region Nine Development Com-
mission," said Boettger. "RNDC 
has a long history of bringing com-
munities together to solve regional 
challenges, and I look forward to 
working with my fellow board 
members and staff to continue 
building strong partnerships that 
support the success of south cen-
tral Minnesota." In addition to her 
service with RNDC, Boettger is 

President of the New Ulm City 
Council and Executive Director of 
New Ulm Turner Hall. Her experi-
ence in local government, non-
profit leadership, and financial 
management provides valuable 
perspective as RNDC works with 
communities on economic devel-
opment, strategic planning, trans-
portation, housing, and other 
regional initiatives. As Board 
Chair, Boettger will work along-
side the Commission's Board of 
Directors and staff to continue ad-
vancing initiatives that address the 
region's most pressing opportuni-
ties and challenges, including 
housing, economic development, 
transportation, community plan-
ning, and workforce development. 
"Andrea has been a dedicated 
leader serving as Vice Chair for the 
past four years and has consis-
tently demonstrated a collaborative 
approach to serving the region," 
said Jessica Beyer, RNDC Interim 
Executive Director. "Her experi-
ence, thoughtful leadership, and 
commitment to strengthening our 
communities make her well suited 
to guide the Commission as we 
continue addressing the opportuni-
ties and challenges facing south 
central Minnesota." 

Region Nine  
Development  
Commission elects  
Andrea Boettger as 
Board Chair 
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WASECA, Minn. — Discover 
Waseca Tourism announces the 
awarding of a tourism grant to 
the Waseca Hockey Association 
in support of the annual Outdoor 
Bash at Boxcar Bar, headlined 
this year by country music of 
Montgomery Gentry. 

Since its inception, the Out-
door Bash has grown into one of 
Waseca’s premier tourism 
events, drawing thousands of vis-
itors from across southern Min-
nesota and beyond. The event 
has become a regional destina-
tion, with anticipation building 
each year as organizers unveil 
the headline entertainment. The 
Waseca Hockey Association has 

consistently elevated the event, 
bringing nationally recognized 
performers to Waseca and cre-
ating an experience unlike any 
other in the area. 

“Outdoor Bash has become 
one of the cornerstone tourism 
events in Waseca,” said Discover 
Waseca Tourism President Mi-
khail Rostislavovich. “People 
travel from throughout the region 
to spend the weekend here, sup-
porting our restaurants, hotels, 
retailers, and other local busi-
nesses while enjoying first-class 
entertainment. The Waseca 
Hockey Association has created 
an event that showcases our com-
munity on a regional stage, and 

Discover Waseca Tourism is 
proud to support their efforts.” 

The grant reflects Discover 
Waseca Tourism’s mission of in-
vesting in events that attract vis-
itors, generate overnight stays, 
and contribute to the local econ-
omy. Outdoor Bash has become 
a signature summer event that 
continues to strengthen Waseca’s 
reputation as a destination for 
quality entertainment and com-
munity celebrations. 

“On behalf of the Grants Com-
mittee, I want to thank the 
Waseca Hockey Association and 
Boxcar Bar for their dedication 
to making Outdoor Bash such a 
tremendous success,” said Diane 

Beckmann, Chair of the Discover 
Waseca Tourism Grants Commit-
tee. “Their partnership has 
created an event that people 
eagerly anticipate every year, and 
we appreciate the countless hours 
of planning and commitment that 
go into bringing entertainment of 
this caliber to Waseca.” 

Discover Waseca Tourism con-
gratulates the Waseca Hockey 
Association on the continued 
success of Outdoor Bash and 
looks forward to welcoming vis-
itors from across the region for 
another outstanding year of 
music, entertainment, and com-
munity celebration.

Waseca Tourism grants funds to the Outdoor Bash
HOCKEY BASH -  From left, Diane Beckmann, Dustin Roeker, Kellie Moseley, Missy Roeker, Shelly Kuster, Mikhail 

Rostislavovich,Christy Easton, Josh Lynch, and Todd Schmidt.  

Family Tradition

WINE AND DINE - Musical trio Family Tradition performed at the Indian Island Winery on Saturday, July 25, 2026. 
                                                           Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

Chapter XIV, 1855-6. Town 
site booming—Wilton village 
platted by Cornell and Abbott 
of Owatonna, and John and D. 
J. Jenkins and Child of Waseca 
County—Claim-jumping—
House body torn down—Many 
settlers arrested and taken to 
Owatonna—Land suits at Wi-
nona—War on the Le Sueur—
Buildings torn down in Wilton 

 
The first year's settlement did 

not pass without a town-site boom 
in this county. Speculators were 
abroad then as now. In October, 
1855, A. B. Cornell and John H. 
Abbott, then of Owatonna, came 
to the settlement and prevailed 
upon D. J. and John Jenkins and 
the writer to join with them in 
platting a town site. Mr. Abbott 
was a surveyor and the parties 
proceeded to survey and plat the 
village of Wilton, the first-born 
city of the county. It soon became 
evident to John Jenkins and me 
that A. B. Cornell, the moving ge-
nius of the firm, intended to get 
persons to come on from various 
places and take possession of all 
the land in the vicinity, and that, 
too, without regard to the rights of 
others. D. J. Jenkins sided with 
Cornell and Abbott, and it was 
quite evident that they proposed to 
jump claims if they could not get 
what they wanted in any other 
way. John Jenkins and I withdrew 
shortly after the survey was made, 
and men from Owatonna took our 
places. 

D. J. Jenkins built, that fall, the 
first house on the new town plat, 
or, rather, adjoining it, and it was 
expected then that, like Jonah's 
gourd, it would grow to almost a 
city in a day. But, unfortunately, 
the prime movers of the enterprise 
so managed their affairs that the 
settlers of the surrounding coun-
try, even up to the boundary line 
of the village plat, refused to 
countenance the building of the 
new city. As evidence of the feel-
ing that existed at the time, a few 
facts will be given, which, though 
not very creditable, perhaps, will 
show the extent to which men will 
sometimes proceed when thrown 
together promiscuously beyond 
the controlling influences of 
courts and law. In the latter part of 
January, 1856, the Owatonna pro-
prietors of the Wilton plat hired 
some fellows to jump the claims 
of four settlers—Robert and Hugh 
McDougall and George and Bill 
Robbins—who had settled along 
the river, just east of the village 
plat. The claim jumpers com-
menced the erection of houses on 
these lands, and set up counter 
claims to them on the ground, as 
they said, that those young men 
had claimed more than 160 acres 
each, that because they were for-
eign born and had not declared 
their intentions of becoming cit-
izens prior to their settlement. The 
former of these charges was false, 
the latter true. The men had not 
declared their intentions to be-
come citizens simply because 
there was no court nearer than 
Mankato, and also because they 
expected to do so as soon as they 
could get to the land office at Wi-
nona. 

As soon as it was noised about 
that claim-jumping had com-
menced, an impromptu meeting of 
the boys was held and they con-
cluded to visit the claim-jumpers 
and inform them that claim-jump-
ing would not be tolerated at all in 
the settlement. The agents of the 
"city speculators" were at the time 

putting up a log house on the 
claim since known as the O'Brien 
land. It adjoined the village plat, 
on the east, and lay immediately 
on the road leading to Owatonna. 
Nearly every man in the settle-
ment was present at the meeting. 
They all proceeded to the place 
where the claim-jumpers were at 
work, and informed them what 
had been decided upon. The 
claim-jumpers were acting under 
the legal advice of Mr. Cornell 
and conducted themselves accord-
ingly. They evinced none of that 
blunt, out-spoken honesty so com-
mon to western pioneers, but ob-
served a studied purpose to 
overreach the boys in legal points 
and yet preserve themselves from 
physical harm. They showed no 
fight, but quietly stepped aside 
when told to do so, by the original 
claimants. The latter then pro-
ceeded to tear down the building 
forthwith. Cornell's gang quietly 
withdrew from the premises after 
witnessing the tearing down pro-
cess. As soon as possible there-
after warrants were sued out 
before an Owatonna justice (this 
was then a part of Steele county) 
for the arrest of five of the men; 
to-wit: John Jenkins, Hugh and 
Robert McDougall, and George 
and William Robbins—all but 
Jenkins having an interest in the 
claims jumped.The charge was 
that of maliciously tearing down a 
building. Nearly all the other set-
tlers on the upper Le Sueur were 
subpoenaed as witnesses. After a 
trial, which lasted three or four 
days, three of the five were found 
guilty and the other two were dis-
charged on motion of the prose-
cuting attorney. The whole trial 
was a good deal of a farce. If one 
of the party was guilty of a crime, 
all were guilty. We asked to be al-
lowed to prove that the claim 
jumpers were committing willful 
and malicious trespass upon lands 
belonging to the arrested parties, 
and that only necessary force was 
used to expel the trespassers; the 
request was refused. Those found 
guilty appealed to the district 
court and were in due time dis-
charged without costs on account 
of error in the proceedings before 
the justice. 

Immediately after the justice 
trials, Cornell, through his satel-
lites, commenced suit before the 
land officers at Winona, and the 
contesting parties and their wit-
nesses were compelled to make 
several trips to Winona. After 
about a year of expensive litiga-
tion, the matter was compromised 
and settled, the McDougall 
brothers giving up one forty and 
taking another. 

During the troubles that grew 
out of that affair there was actual 
danger of bloodshed. Some of the 
men went armed. Cornell became 
so alarmed that he did not show 
himself in the settlement for a 
long time. In early spring (1856) 
several house bodies were erected 
on the Wilton town-site, but on the 
night of the 19th of April, 1856, 
they were all torn down, literally 
razed to the ground. I remember 
the date, for that was the night of 
my wedding day, and some of the 
boys remarked that "They couldn't 
lay that deviltry onto Pat." As to 
who did the evil deed, probably no 
one knows, or ever knew, except 
those engaged in it. This occur-
rence and the general hostility of 
all the surrounding settlers to the 
Wilton spéculators, prevented any 
further growth during the summer 
following. 

C h i l d ’ s  H i s t o r y  o f  
Wa s e c a  C o u n t y

By DEB BENTLY 
Staff Writer 

The New Richland Town and Country Gar-
den Club arranged for some recent improve-
ments at the city garden located along Highway 
30 across from the NRHEG Secondary school. 
The club brought in Rocks and Roots Land-
scaping from Hartland to find a solution to an 
ongoing problem–namely that mulch in the 
garden had begun to shift, frequently ending up 
on the sidewalk after rains. 

Along with that, some of the perennials had 
become overcrowded and were due to be di-
vided. 

According to project coordinator Barb Fin-
seth, club members decided they did not have 
the equipment and resources to remove the old 
mulch, reshape the dirt underneath, and then 
install new surfacing, and so voted to bring in 
a crew from Rocks and Roots, owned by Dave 
Wallin. 

A recent break in the hot weather made it 
possible for members of the landscaping team 
to complete their work in a single day. 

New Richland 
city garden 
gets upgrade 

FINDING SOLUTIONS - Rocks and Roots Landscaping of Hartland recently performed 
some maintenance work on the New Richland city flower garden located along Highway 
30. Old mulch was removed, dirt was added, and new mulch put in place. The work 
crew for the job consisted of (from left) Sean Lassahn, Mack Gilliland, Urijah Gassman, 
and Rocks and Roots owner Dave Wallin.                                   Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Road (CR) 54 and number 
7059 on County State Aid 
Highway (CSAH) 15; although 
the bridge projects will cost 
roughly $1 million each to 
complete, funds will be pro-
vided by federal and state 
sources. Kollar told board 
members he hopes to see light-
ing added at five rural intersec-
tions; an anticipated cost of 
about $315,000 will be covered 
by federal traffic safety funds. 

About $7.5 million in paving, 
rehabilitation and seal coating 

projects will be paid for by a 
combination of state and fed-
eral funding, local option sales 
tax designated toward road 
maintenance, and wheelage 
taxes, with none of the funding 
coming from the county prop-
erty tax levy. 

Intended projects, subject to 
change, include concrete pave-
ment restoration (CPR) and 
shoulder paving on a one-mile 
section of CSAH 27; CPR on 
5.3 miles of CSAH 5; Pave-
ment rehabilitation on 4.7 miles 
of CSAH 23; shoulder paving 
and the addition of a right turn 
lane on 4 miles of CSAH 7; 
pavement rehabilitation on one 
mile of CSAH 32; and work on 
CR 54 near Alma City. 

■ County 
 from Page 1
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New laws taking 
effect August 1

The following is a list of se-
lect new laws passed during the 
2026 legislative session that 
take effect Aug. 1, 2026. The 
asterisk following the bill 
number denotes language that 
became law. Summaries of laws 
passed by the 2026 Legislature 
are available online from non-
partisan House Public Infor-
mation Services at 
house.mn.gov/newlaws/search/
2026. 

AGRICULTURE 
Food banks can accept do-

nated eggs past quality assur-
ance date  

A new law aims to reduce 
food waste while supplying a 
valuable commodity to food 
banks.  

Taking effect Aug. 1, 2026, it 
will allow eggs to be donated 
past their quality assurance date 
— a point after which eggs are 
still safe to eat, but may begin 
to lose flavor or quality.  

Retailers are prohibited from 
selling Grade A eggs more than 
46 days past their coded pack 
date. 

Eggs can be donated if they 
remain in their original packag-
ing, have been kept under con-
tinuous refrigeration, and reach 
the end consumer no more than 
30 days after their quality as-
surance date.  

The egg carton must also be 
marked with the name of the 
charitable food assistance pro-
gram distributing the egg, a dis-
tribution date no more than 30 
days after the quality assurance 
date and with the statement: 
“Donated Eggs – Not for Re-
sale.”   

Rep. Andrew Myers (R-
Tonka Bay) and Sen. Erin 
Maye Quade (DFL-Apple Val-
ley) are the sponsors.  

HF3579/SF3891*/CH110 
Modifying statutes on the 

practice of veterinary medi-
cine  

Technical and clarifying 
changes will be made in state 
statutes for the practice of vet-
erinary medicine. 

Among provisions of a new 
law taking effect Aug. 1, 2026, 
are new definitions of “tele-
medicine” and “teletriage,” al-
lowing a licensed veterinarian 
to dispense veterinary prescrip-
tion drugs without a veterinar-
ian-client-patient relationship 
under certain conditions, and 
permitting the donation of un-
used veterinary drugs under 
certain circumstances if the ac-
cepting veterinary medical fa-
cility does not resell the drugs 
and instead reissues the drugs 
at no charge to a veterinary 
medical facility in need, an ani-
mal shelter or a pound. Rep. 
Paul Anderson (R-Starbuck) 
and Sen. Robert Kupec (DFL-
Moorhead) are the sponsors. 
HF3718*/SF4069/CH53  

BUSINESS AND  
COMMERCE 

New commerce laws affect 
consumer protections and 
businesses  

Beginning Aug. 1, 2026, pad-
dlewheel prize maximums are 
going up to $200; the maxi-
mum ticket price will increase 
to $5. 

That is part of a new law that, 
additionally, will change distri-
butions from the Consumer 
Protection Restitution Account 
and direct the Department of 
Commerce to study home care 
nursing services. 

The maximum that can be 
deposited annually into the 
Consumer Protection Restitu-
tion Account will increase to 
$10 million. A formula will be 
implemented for account distri-
butions to eligible consumers: 
the full amount up to $50,000, 
and then 50% of the amount 
over $50,000 or $50,000, whi-
chever is less. 

The new law requires the De-
partment of Commerce to eval-
uate home care nursing services 
and, by Jan. 15, 2027, report to 
the Legislature on the eval-
uation and proposals for legis-
lative action to support the 

needs of medically complex in-
dividuals and their families 
using home care nursing serv-
ices. 

Additionally, the law makes 
technical changes to the state’s 
reinsurance program, repeals 
the Prescription Drug Afford-
ability Advisory Council and 
adds hasenpfeffer to the list of 
social skill games for tourna-
ments and contests. 

When it comes to securities, 
the new law will establish reg-
ulations for federal crowdfund-
ing offerings; require 
broker-dealers to establish 
written supervisory procedures, 
business continuity and succes-
sion plans, and physical secu-
rity and cybersecurity policies 
and procedures; and require 
broker-dealers to observe high 
standards. The law will outline 
conduct considered contrary to 
those standards. 

Rep. Erin Koegel (DFL-
Spring Lake Park) and Sen. 
Matt Klein (DFL-Mendota 
Heights) sponsor the law. 
HF4188*/SF4365/CH124 

Banks and credit unions 
can offer virtual currency 
custody services  

Beginning Aug. 1, 2026, 
banks and credit unions will be 
able to provide virtual currency 
custody services in a nonfidu-
ciary capacity. 

Any institution offering the 
services must do so in a safe 
and sound manner and will be 
required to maintain written 
policies and procedures gov-
erning risk management, inter-
nal controls, cybersecurity, 
business continuity and compli-
ance. 

Rep. Bernie Perryman (R-St. 
Augusta) and Sen. Judy See-
berger (DFL-Afton) sponsor 
the law. 
HF3790*/SF3794/CH93  

‘Payment Transparency 
Act’ aims to help subcontrac-
tors get paid   

Helping small businesses get 
paid on time and creating better 
working relationships is the 
crux of the so-called “Payment 
Transparency Act.”  

Sponsored by Rep. Peggy 
Scott (R-Andover) and Sen. 
Ann Johnson Stewart (DFL-
Wayzata), the new law aims to 
increase payment transparency 
on state agency and political 
subdivision construction proj-
ects, and give subcontractors 
not being paid the information 
necessary to enforce the 
Prompt Payment Act.  

Taking effect Aug. 1, 2026, 
the law will require, upon 
written request from the con-
tractor or subcontractor, state 
and local governments to pro-
vide within seven calendar 
days, and without charge, 
specified information regarding 
any project payment made by 
the public contracting agency, 
including date of payment and 
the amount. Public contracting 
agencies will also be required 
to make contact information 
available to subcontractors and 
provide that information on 
their website. 

A contracting agency can 
request contractors and subcon-
tractors use an automated inter-
net-based system for requests if 
the agency has such a system. 
HF1234/SF1714*/CH90  

Customers can designate 
‘trusted contact’ with finan-
cial services 

As part of a law taking effect 
Aug. 1, 2026, customers will be 
able to designate a trusted con-
tact their financial services pro-
vider can contact if there’s 
suspected fraud in an account.   

A customer will be permitted 
to terminate a person’s designa-
tion as a trusted contact at any 
time and a trusted contact can 
withdraw their status at any 
time. 

Rep. Bernie Perryman (R-St. 
Augusta) and Sen. Zach  
Duckworth (R-Lakeville)  
are the sponsors. 
HF4502*/SF4652/CH86 

By JANESVILLE  
JOURNAL 

Clinking golf clubs, the soft 
hum of golf carts, and the steady 
buzz of chatter set the scene at the 
Waseca Lakeside Club on Thurs-
day, July 16. Inside the clubhouse, 
the live broadcast of the Open 
Championship at Royal Birkdale 
in Southport, England, flickered 
on screens, setting a decidedly 
athletic mood. Outside, however, 
the real action was about to begin 
as a local community rallied for a 
cause far larger than bragging 
rights on the green. 

The occasion was the annual 
Waseca Lions Club Golf Tourna-
ment, a staple event that has been 
running for roughly 25 years. This 
year, the tournament proved that it 
has firmly found its footing again, 
drawing a massive crowd despite 
temperatures climbing past the 
90-degree mark. 

An impressive 21 teams of 
four—totaling 84 golfers—turned 
out to play. The surging participa-
tion marks a stunning comeback 
for the annual fundraiser, which 
saw 14 teams last year and just six 
the year prior. 

“A good amount of supporters 
are here with golf clubs and bags 
in hand,” remarked Diane Beck-
mann, the event’s committee chair 
and former president of the 
Waseca Lions Club. While great 
prizes and securing sponsorships 
are always part of the equation, 
Beckmann emphasized that the ul-
timate objective goes beyond the 
scorecard. “The number one goal 
of the tournament is to bring a 
strengthening community to-
gether.” 

The tournament is one of two 
major fundraisers hosted by the 
Waseca Lions Club each year, 
alongside their popular pancake 
breakfast in March. This year, or-
ganizers set a goal to raise over 
$5,000, with all proceeds directly 
benefiting local Waseca seniors, 

youth, and organizations. The 
event was bolstered by incredible 
local support. Local businesses 
stepped up to sponsor individual 
holes and donated an array of 
high-value raffle prizes. Lucky 
ticket holders went home with 
free rounds of golf at Lakeside, 
curated gift bundles of wine and 
spirits, signed sports memorabilia, 
premium skincare products, JBL 
headphones, and stacks of lottery 
scratch-offs. 

Supporting seniors is just one 
branch of the Waseca Lions’ ex-
tensive local outreach. Established 
in 1927, the local club has spent 
nearly a century serving the 
Waseca community. Their initia-
tives span supporting juvenile 
groups, assisting the less for-
tunate, funding local scholarships, 
aiding with medical expenses, and 
partnering with organizations like 
Can Do Canines, which provides 
specially trained assistance dogs 
for individuals with chronic med-
ical conditions. 

This local commitment mirrors 
the international mission of the 
Lions Club. Founded globally in 
1917, the Lions are best known 
worldwide for their crusade to 
fight blindness through sight con-
servation and the international 
SightFirst Program. However, 
their global network of volunteers 
also tackles disaster relief, feeds 
the hungry, and supports youth 
initiatives like the Leo Program, 
which provides volunteer oppor-
tunities to over 144,000 young 
people worldwide. Guided by the 
simple, powerful motto “We 
Serve,” the global network is sup-
ported heavily by the Lions Clubs 
International Foundation (LCIF), 
which has awarded more than 
$700 million in humanitarian 
grants since 1968. 

Currently, the Waseca Lions 
Club boasts 45 active members 
and is looking to grow. Organizers 
emphasized that there are no spe-
cial qualifications needed to 

join—only a genuine desire to 
serve the Waseca community. 

Back at the Waseca Lakeside 
Club, as the afternoon heat inten-
sified, coolers were packed to the 
brim with ice-cold beverages. Be-
fore sending the golfers off to 
their carts, Lions club member 
Steve Graft took to the micro-
phone. Graft warmly welcomed 
the crowd to the annual tradition, 
while a Ben with Lakeside offered 
a crucial public safety reminder to 
the competitors: stay hydrated. 

With a simple foursome scoring 
system in place—and a generous 
allowance of two mulligans per 
golfer—the participants darted off 
to their starting holes. The field 
was a diverse mix of club 
members, local residents, and rep-
resentatives from local businesses, 

including a strong contingent 
from Edina Realty. 

The afternoon was not without 
its share of entertainment. On one 
fairway, a flock of local geese de-
cided to join a group of golfers, 
honking loudly alongside the cart 
path while politely keeping their 
distance. 

On the links, the competition 
was a mix of raw power and deli-
cate finesse. While one group de-
livered soaring, powerful drives to 
kick off their round, a group of 
elders demonstrated the art of the 
short game on Lakeside’s tricky 
greens. In a dramatic sequence of 
putts, three out of the four golfers 
missed the cup by the slimmest of 
margins, only for the final player 
to confidently sink the ball for the 
lowest score in the foursome.  

Swing to serve; Waseca 
Lions Club rallies  
record crowd for  
annual golf tournament

HOT COMPETITION - Above, the tournament welcomed a 
whos who of local Waseca businesses, including members of 
Edina Realty competing in the Long-Putt-challenge 

fourth street in cribbage, it is 
often said in our household, that 
the dealer has a three-to-one ad-
vantage in the hand–that is, the 
dealer will count three hands in 
the time the non-dealer counts 
one.  

So, because of this advantage, 
I know I only have to average 
about six points a hand over the 
final six hands. Since six is lower 
than a typical hand would yield, 
that meant I had a good chance 
of winning, even with only aver-
age cards.  In my calculations, 
that meant I needed to allow my 
dad some large scoring opportu-
nities. If I did, he could win in 
four hands.  

My dad plays loosely, follow-
ing his gut, which is not often 
wrong due to his nearly six dec-
ades of card playing. But I play 
with my gut AND my head. 
Which, I might add, is not al-
ways the fun way to play.  

I won that game, by the way. 

The next game we were in a 
similar situation. Except I was a 
little further back than 46 points 
and Dad was a little ahead. I was 
dealing, but needed to average 
about eight points per hand to 
win. This is slightly above aver-
age in terms of typical point 
yields. It also meant Dad needed 
to come up a little lame. I had to 
play a little more aggressively to 
come from behind. But I also had 
to do it in a way that didn’t just 
hand my dad the game. I lost that 
game, but it was closer than Dad 
expected and he didn’t skunk 
me.  

It was during that game Dad 
shared an adage he once heard: 
“Never think too far ahead in a 
cribbage game.” 

“That is terrible advice,” I 
said. “I have won so many more 
games this year because I do just 
that. Who gave you that advice?” 

”Terry,” my dad growled. “He 
always was a…” 

My dad actually trailed off and 
I did not hear how he ended that 
sentence.  

Our family friend Terry would 
admit to having lost more games 
than he has won playing with my 

dad and me.  
We agreed we owe Terry a call. 
Aside from cribbage, I had a 

medical appointment this week. 
After extensive note taking, my 
doctor, well not doctor, but Ken 
from Heartland Healthcare in Ja-
nesville, helped me come up 
with some theories regarding my 
side pains. Ken recommended 
peppermint oil and said if that 
doesn’t work, he has a prescrip-
tion he can give me. It appears 
my pain comes later in the diges-
tive process. I have learned far 
more than I ever wanted to about 
digestion. Avoiding too much de-
tail, I get a large amount of pain 
about four hours after eating. 
The solution I tried this week 
was to take peppermint oil about 
2.5 hours after eating. It takes the 
oil tablets 60 to 90 minutes to 
reach the corner of my colon 
where the sharp bend and pain 
are. Today, it helped. I pray, and 
hope, it continues to help. Three 
and a half years of pain, tests, 
and very few answers have been 
utterly miserable.  

Oh, and we ran a large fund-
raiser at the game store. We 
raised a couple thousand dollars 

for cancer research. My friend 
and store regular, Wade, lost his 
wife to cancer this year. He 
asked that we do an event in her 
honor to raise money for cancer 
research. We organized a silent 
auction, collected items, dona-
tions and ran events (games) all 
day long. Food was grilled. 
Many items were given away in 
raffles and door prizes. It was in-
credibly rewarding to have or-
ganized this even; the plan has 
become to hold it each year. This 
was my first time organizing 
something like this and I am very 
grateful for all those who helped 
make it possible. And, I didn’t 
get to say this over the weekend, 
but I’m really grateful for the lo-
cale we serve with the news-
paper. I drew on the knowledge 
of having written about so many 
similar events that it made organ-
izing this one rather seamless.  

This week’s cribbage tallies 
updated from last week: 

Dad 472 wins, 70 skunks 
Eli 424 wins, 43 skunks, 1 

double skunk 
2026 totals, Eli 87 wins, 4 

skunks, Dad 59 wins, 9 skunks

■ Choices 
 from Page 2
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As temperatures outside continue 
to climb, so too does the incredibly 
hot sharpshooting of some local 
gunslingers. Three members of the 
JWP Clay Target Team–Janessa 
Carstensen along with  Cody & 
Carter Wiederhoeft–traveled to the 
USA High School Clay Target 
League (USAHSCTL) National 
Championships from July 8-12 in 
Mason, Michigan.  

Since the Championships began 
in 2007, participation in clay target 

shooting has increased exponen-
tially with the League acknowledg-
ing over 55,000 participants across 
the nation taking aim in 2025.  

For these specific Nationals, 
roughly 1800 shooters across the 
country gathered for two intense 
days of focus and nerves of steel. In 
many ways, the competition came 
familiar to the trio with two, 50-tar-
get sessions determining who qual-
ified for the Championship round. 
The pressure was immense as the 
nation’s best shooters lined up, and 
nearly 1000 of these sharpshooters 
failed to qualify.  

Carstensen and Cody Wieder-
hoeft did not advance to the final 
round; however, they ended their ca-
reers with exceptionally high marks. 
Wiederhoeft placed 648th with a 
two-round score of 93 while Car-
stensen landed in the 1668th posi-
tion with a score of 77.  

Proving to have the steadiest aim 
amongst the three was standout 
deadeye Carter Wiederhoeft, who 
on his Day One prelim, captured a 
miraculous 75-straight or three 
straight perfect rounds to claim a 
score of 97/100 as well as qualifying 
for the Championship round in 

127th place. Success is often de-
fined by being able to replicate it, 
and Wiederhoeft maintained his 
poise amidst the pressure, landing 
two more 25-straight patches en 
route to a second consecutive 97 
score.  

Despite the impressive score, the 
400+ shooters in the final rounds 
posted similar rounds, showcasing a 
rich pool of talent when it comes to 
Clay Target teams around the na-
tion. Wiederhoeft’s performance 
earned him 127th place out of 404 
participants, putting him in the na-
tion’s top third percentile amongst 

youth shooters.  
Coach Dale Fleming expressed 

immense pride in the three shooters 
for their performances, “It’s in-
credibly tough competition shooting 
with some of the best in the country, 
but those three put up phenomenal 
scores…they represented Bulldog 
Clay Target well and we couldn’t be 
more proud of their accomplish-
ments.”  

As participation in JWP Clay Tar-
get grows, so too does the skill level 
of its gunslingers. Congrats on a 
highly successful season!

JWP Clay Target team lines up at Nationals
JWP team member Carter Widerhoeft places 151st out of 1,800 in National Championships

SHOOTING FOR SUCCESS - Three members of the JWP Clay Target team, Janessa Carstensen and Carter and Cody Wiederhoeft, went to Michigan in mid July for 
the USA High School Clay Target League National Championships. Right, Carter Wiederhoeft captured a 75-straight, or three straight perfect rounds, to qualify for 
the Championship round in 127th place.  

By JANESVILLE  
JOURNAL 

The Janesville City Council met on Mon-
day, July 13; the meeting was called to order 
at 7:00 p.m. Minnesota Representative Keith 
Allen visited the Council to show his intent to 
support Janesville and Minnesota cities to ful-
fill their needs as a community.  

“I’ve just completed my freshman year at 
the Capital," said Allen before sharing his ex-
perience on the Bonding Committee and how 
their work has supported infrastructure im-
provements throughout the state of Minne-
sota. “It’s been impressive to watch what 
Janesville has done as a community. . . It 
really shows a great example of what other 
communities need to be looking at long 
term.”  

Council Member Jim Mulcahey asked 
Allen how he liked his new job, to which 
Allen said, “I’ve been impressed with how 
things have gone. . . The early 80s was the last 
time the house chamber was completely tied. 
. .I was amazed with the amount of work I 
was able to accomplish in a situation like 
this.”  

Before Representative Allen stepped away 
from the podium, he shared his condolences 
with the Council for the loss of Mayor Andy 
Arnoldt, “It was a sad thing to hear about. . 
.losing a colleague unexpectedly really does 
shake everybody to the core.” Weeks prior to 
the meeting, a letter written by Representative 
Allen was sent to the Arnoldt family and an 
American flag was flown over the State cap-
ital in his honor.  

Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton representa-
tives, Superintendent Jeremy Erler and Busi-
ness Manager Wendy Diecker, attended the 

meeting to make the Council aware of an up-
coming amendment that could increase the 
amount of funding schools receive from the 
state.  

The Permanent School Fund is an alloca-
tion of funds generated by school trust lands 
that are used for natural resource gathering. 
The current language in the Minnesota con-
stitution does not allow the legislature to in-
crease the amount of funds being given out to 
schools in Minnesota.  

During the 2026 elections, a vote will be 
taken on whether the amendment should be 
made to allow the legislature to have more 
decision making power when it comes to the 
Permanent School Fund. A yes vote would 
allow the legislature to grant more money to 
schools without any change in taxes for 
voters. 

As an example of the potential benefits of 
the Permanent School Fund, Diecker showed 
that the per pupil amount of funds being 
granted by the State was $68.17 in fiscal year 
2025, would have had the potential to be $96 
with the passing of the amendment. The total 
speculated increase of revenue to the school 
per pupil was around $17,000, “Which 
doesn’t sound like a ton when we’re talking 
about a ten million dollar budget, but as our 
enrollment is declining and things are costing 
more, that $17,000 could be very helpful.” 
Discussion centered around the importance of 
voting yes on the ballot in November. Voters 
who do not mark a Yes or No answer on the 
amendment vote will be defaulted to a No 

vote.  
Concerned citizen Mike Santo, spoke dur-

ing a public forum to voice concerns about the 
railroad. “I’m just wondering if you all could 
apply more pressure to the railroad to get 
something done with the Main Street railroad 
crossing. That thing is as rough as can be,” 
said Santo. The Council was quick to agree 
with Santo and appreciated the concern but no 
action was determined for the time being.  

Council member Ivan Maas reported that 
the Lehrke family were the winners of the 
EDA’s business challenge. The $20,000 grant 
will be used to make improvements to their 
property on East Main Street.  

Sarah Johnson reported that Whispering 
Creek had a water main break weeks prior. 
The Department of Health required an engi-
neering plan be constructed before a new 
main could be installed, but the current main 
was not repaired. An estimated $20,ooo will 
be required to repair or upgrade the water 
main.  

In Administration, Katelynn Kratz passed 
the probation period as required by the city’s 
personnel policy. Johnson motioned to have 
Kratz advanced to a full time staff member 
and the motion was seconded by Maas.  

The 2027 Street and Utility Improvements 
discussed in the June meeting were accepted 
and passed with Resolution 2026 - 21. Fol-
lowing the approval of the resolution, the city 
engineer will begin the preliminary engineer 
report and work towards maintaining the ten-
tative schedule. Bids for the project are ex-
pected to begin in early 2027.  

The Council was asked by Administrator 
Rogers to approve, “a three percent cost of 
living increase across the board for wages. 

Tonight, at this point, we are going to budget 
a ten percent increase for all insurance,” as the 
Council reviewed the 2027 General Fund 
Budget. Rogers noted that the different 
branches of Janesville’s government are meet-
ing budget expectations as they reach the mid 
way point of the year.  

Council member Kyle Luitjens brought up 
the topic of raising the salaries of council 
members. Rogers noted that the increase 
would not affect the council until the follow-
ing year. Luitjens stated, “I think we should 
start the ball. I’m perfectly happy with what I 
am doing and what I’m getting, but it would 
allow for more interest [in council member-
ship].”  

Fire Chief Santo presented two quotes for 
new air packs for the department. Sourcewell 
is a buying group set up by the legislature that 
allows cities to purchase a wide variety of 
items through appropriate channels. The de-
partment's current air pack equipment is be-
ginning to show wear after twenty two years, 
originally purchased in 2004.  $232,007 are 
the estimated total price for purchasing new 
air packs, with a few thousand to be reduced 
from the price as the department elects to 
lease storage cylinder tanks.  

MSA is the current brand of air pack equip-
ment used by the Fire Department and they 
intend to purchase MSA equipment once 
again. “We do have the money in the capital 
expenditures,” began Santo, “We do realize 
that by doing this we are putting our next 
tanker [purchase] back two years, but we feel 
that packs get used a lot more than the second 
tanker.” The Council accepted the presented 
bid for $232,007 to purchase new air packs.  

The meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m. 

Air pack purchase approved; Rep. Allen attends meeting
               JANESVILLE                     

CITY COUNCIL

Marching Jays Parade 
Saturday, Aug. 8 

The Marching Jays will hold a 
parade from 1:30-2 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Aug. 8. The course will 
start behind Bomgaars in Waseca 
and end at the fairgrounds.  

———————————— 
Lutheran Night at the 
Twins event Aug. 11 

The 33rd Annual Lutheran 
Night at the Twins event will de-
part from behind HyVee in Al-
bert Lea at 3:45 p.m. on 
Tuesday, August 11. The game is 
Orioles vs. Twins. There will be 
activities on the bus, cost is $65 
if paid by July 1. For reserva-
tions call Bob or Genie Hanson 
507-373-8655 or Bev Indrelie 
507-402-8228. 

———————————— 
Customer  
Appreciation at Ace 
Hardware on Tuesday, 
August 11 

Ace Hardware will have a 
customer appreciation from 
10:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. Tuesday, 
Aug. 11. There will be pulled 
pork sandwiches and reps on 
site. Sale prices as well, “Thanks 
for being part of our com-
munity.” 

———————————— 
Clay Chicken Class at 
Waseca Art Center 
Tuesday, August 11 
and 18  

The Waseca Art Center will 
feature a two part class, Clay 
Chickens from 2-4 p.m. on Tues-
day, Aug. 11 and 18. Join us in 
creating a quirky chicken in clay. 
The first class will be sculpting 
the chicken and the second will 
be glazing it. For ages 7-16. 

———————————— 
Acrylic Painting a Sea 
Turtle at Waseca Art 
Center Wednesday, 
August 12 

Guest artist Peggy Paulson 
will be leading the kids in paint-
ing a sea turtle at the Waseca Art  
Center from 1-3 p.m. on Wed-
nesday, Aug 12. Perfect for 
summer vibes, for Ages 7-11.  

———————————— 
Soil Water  
Conservation District 
(SWCD) Board  
Meeting Aug. 13 

The SWCD will be holding its 
monthly board meeting at 6:30 
p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 13. The 
meetings will be held in the 
SWCD offices located at 300 
North State Street - Door 4. 

———————————— 
Acrylic Painting 
Ethereal Landscape 
(Two Part Class) at 
Waseca Art Center 
August 13 and 20  

Local artist Caitlin Roberts 
will teach how to paint an 
ethereal landscape over two ses-
sions at the Waseca Art Center 
from 2-4 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 
13 and 20. Supplies will be pro-
vided. Minimum of three, limit 
10. Geared toward teens 13 - 18 
years old.  

———————————— 
Waseca Freemason’s 
Soap Box Race  
Saturday, August 15 

The Waseca Freemasons are 
throwing their eighth annual 
Soap Box Race starting at noon 
till 3 p.m. on Saturday, August 
15. The location is 4th St. NE, 
next to Tink Larson Field. For 
ages 8 and up, registration must 
take place before noon. Refresh-
ments provided. The rain date is 
August 22. 

———————————— 
Rock’n Cars Roll-In at 
Katie O’Leary’s 
Thursday, August 16 

The Rock’n Car Roll-In will 
take place at Katie O’Leary’s 
from 4-8 p.m. Thursday, Aug 16. 
Classic cars, motorcycles, food 
trucks, music and 50/50 raffle. 

———————————— 
Waseca Art Center 
adult art classes  
Mirror of Kindness  
Wednesday, August 19   

Dr. Mattilan Martin will teach 
a class Mirror of Kindness at the 
Waseca Art Center from 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 19. Partici-
pants will create an abstract self-
portrait inspired by the colors, 
patterns, and uniqueness of their 
own iris. Supplies provided. 16+ 
only, cost $40. 

I N  B R I E F

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

The Waseca Hockey Association’s Out-
door Bash for 2026 fundraiser will take 
place at the Boxcar Bar on Saturday, Aug. 1. 
With Montgomery Gentry featured at 10 
p.m., the local Angel Val Trio will be on 
stage from 5 to 7 p.m. and Chad Johnson 
from 7:30 to 10 p.m. 

Waseca gambling manager Joshua Lynch 
observed, “The Outdoor Bash is the Waseca 
Hockey Association’s biggest fundraiser of 
the year, but it’s really just a great night out 
for the whole community.” 

Lynch went on to say the event has be-
come a summer tradition for the region. 
“People come from all over southern Min-
nesota, and it's grown into one of those 
events people mark on their calendars every 
summer. At the same time, it's become a 
huge fundraiser that helps keep our hockey 

program going.” 
He points out that the money goes directly 

to help participants: “Every dollar raised 
goes right back into our youth hockey pro-
gram. It helps keep registration costs afford-
able, pays for ice time, equipment, facility 
improvements, and gives kids the opportu-
nity to play hockey who otherwise might not 
have that chance. We're a nonprofit that's run 
almost entirely by volunteers, so events like 
this really make a huge difference. Every 
ticket someone buys helps support local 
kids.” 

Lynch continued, “Any event this size 
takes a lot of planning. There are a lot of 
moving parts—booking bands, setting up 
the stage, food vendors, security, sponsors, 
volunteers, you name it. But we've got an 
amazing group of volunteers and com-
munity partners who put in a ton of time 
every year. It really takes a team effort, and 

we're fortunate to have so many people will-
ing to help.” 

In addition to the rewards it brings the 
hockey program, Lynch says, “It's pretty 
special to see all the people enjoying great 
music while supporting something that's im-
portant to our community. And obviously 
having Montgomery Gentry here is going to 
be incredible. You don't get opportunities 
like that very often in a town our size, so 
we're really excited.” 

Lynch assures that being a hockey fan is 
not a requirement for enjoying the Aug. 1 
event: “You don't have to be involved in 
hockey to come out and have a great time. 
If you enjoy country music, good food, and 
spending a summer evening with friends, 
this event is for you. And the bonus is that 
every ticket helps support local youth 
hockey.” 

Lynch says he is grateful to be part of an 

organization which is so sincerely focused 
on its central purpose which, despite the 
name, is not teaching kids to play hockey. 
“There are so many people who give their 
time coaching, organizing events, fundrais-
ing, and doing all the behind-the-scenes 
work that most people never see. Our goal 
is about a lot more than hockey. We want 
kids to learn teamwork, leadership, sports-
manship, and build friendships that last a 
lifetime. We're incredibly thankful for the 
support we've received from our sponsors, 
local businesses, volunteers, and the entire 
Waseca community. We couldn't do it with-
out them, and we hope to see everyone out 
at the Outdoor Bash on August 1.” 

Angel Val Trio 5-7 p.m. Chad Johnson 
7:30 p.m.  Montgomery Gentry 10:00 p.m. 
Get details regarding ticket availability via 
Eventbrite and the Boxcar Bar. General ad-
mission $40, VIP $150. 

Outdoor Bash to feature Montgomery Gentry
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Outdoor Mission Festival 
Services at 10:30 and 2 p.m. 

Potluck lunch at noon 
Sunday, Aug. 2 

 

Officiant will be Rev. Dr. Richard E. Carter, prof. emeritus 
at Concordia University St. Paul and former missionary to 

Asia and East Asia. 
  

Honoring a tradition from early in our region’s history, music will 
be provided by a band consisting of volunteer musicians. Seating 

provided; bring your own chairs for comfort. 
If taking part in the meal, please bring a dish to pass. Immanuel 
is part of a four-location Missouri Synod parish which also in-
cludes St. John, Danville Twp; First Lutheran, Waldorf; and Trinity 

Lutheran of Wilton. 
 

South of Janesville o昀 County Road 3; 
Follow signs beginning at Immanuel 
 Lutheran Church of Freedom Twp. 

We are accepting 
applications for:

1 bedroom apartments
Income guidelines apply

Vouchers accepted

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom 
Rent based on income

Professionally managed by:

SUMMIT
ON SECOND

APARTMENTS
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

507-201-3474

SWEET SOMMERS VFW POST 1642    JULY 
 

 

2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 6pm Bar Bingo 2 7pm BINGO 3 MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 
6:30pm 

 

4 250th 

Independence 
Day  

5 6 7 8 6pm Bar Bingo 9 7pm BINGO 10 MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 
6:30pm 

 

11  QUEEN OF 
HEARTS DRAWING 
5pm 

12 13 7 pm Post 
& AUX. 
Meeting 

14 15 6pm Bar 
Bingo 

16 7pm BINGO 17 MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 
6:30pm 

 

18 QUEEN OF 
HEARTS DRAWING 
5pm 

19 20 21 22 6pm Bar 
Bingo 

23 7pm BINGO 24 MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 
6:30pm 

 

25 QUEEN OF 
HEARTS DRAWING 
5pm 

26 27 Korean War 
Veterans 
Armistice Day 

28 National 
Buffalo Soldiers 
Day 

29 6pm Bar 
Bingo 

30 7pm BINGO 31 MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 
6:30pm  
BLAKE`S 
FOOD TRUCK 
5-7 PM 

 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION 
SUN.– MON. CLOSED 
TUE.– 1pm to 11pm Tue. Is Lady’s nite 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 from 4 to 6pm. 
WED.– SAT.-1pm to 11 pm 
POST & AUX MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license number 00385 

Johnson  
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
Operating in 

Waseca, Steele, 
Freeborn  
Counties 

johnsonrents.com
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By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

It was a beautiful sunny Saturday morning 
during the Waseca Farmers Market on Sat-
urday, July 25. Parking was limited but since 
it was before 10 a.m., it was still cool enough 
to walk a block to the market without getting 
all hot and sticky before the day’s predicted 
heat index of nearly 100 degrees. 

Gardener Jim Jewison was using his red, 
single cab pickup to display his wares. This 
1970 Waseca High School grad sells vege-
tables, and lots of them. “I’ve been doing 
this for the past ten years, back when they 
were doing it over at the courthouse parking 
lot,” he recalled. 

He had a baseball cap on and was dressed 
in a t-shirt, it looked like he didn’t have a 
chair, and watching him for a few moments 
it became clear a chair wasn’t necessary. He 
would get a break of maybe a minute before 
another person came to ask about his pro-
ducts, leaving him no time to sit. He said his 
twin brother was also somewhere at the mar-
ket but he hadn’t seen him yet. Stated Jew-
ison, “My brother works the market also but 
he’s on his own, my wife Holly doesn’t come 
with me, I do fine on my own.” 

Jewison’s vegetables looked appealing, 
and he had an impressive variety. Both yel-
low and red onions, red beets, purple and 
green beans, “I sold out of the yellow beans 
earlier this morning.” He also had kale, fresh 
basil, cucumbers–king, burpless and market-
wise. Japanese and black diamond eggplants. 
The name for his radishes was a little tricky, 
said Jewison, “They're called, French Break-

fast Finger Linger Radishes.” He also had 
cabbage and zucchini. 

He explained with apparent pride, “I grow 
my vegetables right up halfway between 
here and Faribault, right on the Waseca 
County line. On one half of an acre, I do all 
of it. I till the land by hand, I plant the seeds, 
I water and do all the weeding.” As he fin-
ished speaking, a little girl by the name of 
Vera, 4, approached. She was carrying a 
small handful of neon green and yellow 
Power of Produce money. She wanted some 
green beans, and Jewison tended to her be-
fore he continued. “I knew about the Power 
of Produce program from years ago. There 
might be a few [vendors] here who don’t 
[participate in] it, but they’re foolish not to.” 
He was then approached by a group of sen-
iors, some of them holding Caribou Coffee 

cups. They purchased a bag of beets. One of 
the women in the group said to another, “I’m 
going to slice these up, add butter, salt and 
pepper.” Another woman said, “You can eat 
the leaves as well.” 

Sadly, said Jewison, “My tomatoes, for 
whatever reason, just aren’t up to snuff this 
year.” He had three of them on the table and 
continued, “They just aren’t sprouting like 
they should.” But if there was an issue with 
any of the other vegetables, the Pioneer 
didn’t see any. 

The Power of Produce program is avail-
able at no cost for children up to 18 and for 
seniors over 60. Participants receive 
vouchers to use in the market toward the pur-
chase of produce and certain other qualifying 
types of food items.  

GREEN GOODS - Vera, 4, and Jason Triplett bought cucumbers and green beans with 
their Power of Produce vouchers from vegetable vendor Tim Jewison at the Waseca 
Farmers Market on Saturday, July 25, 2026.                 Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

Tim Jewison, 
vegetable pro 
at farmers 
market

SWEET GOODS - Young entrepreneurs (from left) Emmett 
Mano, 12, and Ezequiel Guaman, 11, set up a lemonade stand 
in front of the Waseca Library for a number of days recently. 
They offered two flavors of lemonade, and said they were 
pleased with sales — sometimes even having to go home to 
refill their supply.                          Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

OWATONNA, Minn., July 
22, 2026 – Southern Minnesota 
Initiative Foundation (SMIF) is 
currently accepting applica-
tions for its Small Town Grant 
program. Towns, or Native na-
tions, with populations of 
10,000 or less in SMIF’s 20-
county region are eligible. 
Nonprofit 501(c)(3) organiza-
tions, public institutions and 
units or agencies of local, state, 
federal and tribal government 
are encouraged to apply. 
Requests of up to $10,000 for 
eligible projects will be consid-
ered. 

The Small Town Grant Pro-
gram seeks to invest in collabo-
rative initiatives which 
improve the way your com-
munity works together, solves 
challenges, creates a welcom-
ing community and sense of 
belonging for all. SMIF seeks 
proposals which focus on col-
laboration throughout the proj-
ect and will impact the culture, 
education, economy and/or so-
cial aspects of your community. 
This is a competitive grant 
round, and projects that prior-
itize making the community 
more welcoming and/or foster 
a sense of belonging for all will 
be prioritized above other proj-
ects. 

Since 2017, SMIF has 
awarded 161 Small Town 
Grants, investing more than $1 
million in the region. Examples 
of past grant projects include: 
the establishment of a new or-
ganization to unite various cul-
tures in town, a new event to 
draw tourism and create a wel-

coming atmosphere, a com-
munity volunteer day to build 
new amenities, a program that 
makes bicycling accessible to 
people with disabilities, a wel-
come basket program for new 
residents, translation services 
for non-English speaking res-
idents and more. Applications 
that consider groups within the 
community that often get over-
looked are encouraged. 

The Small Town Grant pro-
gram is supported, in part, by a 
generous donation in memory 
of Paul Johnson who wanted 
southern Minnesota’s smallest 
communities to thrive. We are 
grateful to Paul Johnson’s 
family for continuing his leg-
acy. 

“It takes committed individ-
uals, wearing many different 
hats, working together toward 
a shared goal for small towns to 
thrive,” said Benya Kraus, 
SMIF president and CEO. “As 
always, we are immensely 
grateful to Paul Johnson’s 
family for giving residents of 
small towns the means to show 
up for their neighbors and 
create a strong, vibrant com-
munity.” 

Applications are due to 
SMIF by August 19, 2026. 
Awardees will be notified by 
October 8, 2026. For the appli-
cation and guidelines, 
visit www.smifoundation.org/s
malltowngrant. For questions, 
contact Sarah Scheffert, com-
munications and community 
vitality specialist, at 507-214-
7015 or sarahs@smifounda-
tion.org.

Southern Minnesota 
Initiative Foundation 
seeks applications for 
Small Town Grants

Cannon River  
Watershed group 
to meet August 5

In August, the Cannon River 
Watershed Joint Powers Board 
(CRWJPB) will meet in person 
for its quarterly board meet-
ing. The meeting will be on 
Wednesday, August 5, 2026, at 
9:00 am in the Straight River 
Room at the Rice County Fair-
grounds, located at 1900 Fair-
grounds Drive, in Faribault. 

The CRWJPB was formed 
in June of 2020 to implement 

the Cannon River Watershed 
Comprehensive Management 
Plan and improve local water 
quality. The CRWJPB repre-
sents the members of the Can-
non River Watershed Joint 
Powers Organization. Learn 
more about this organization 
and its efforts to improve the 
Cannon River Watershed at 
https:/ /www.cannonriver-
watershedmn.gov. 
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