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Tea Party Paint and 
Sip class at Waseca Art 
Center August 29 

Tea Party Paint and Sip class 
at the Waseca Art Center from 2-
4 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 29. 
Local artist Caitlin Roberts will 
be hosting an Alice in Wonder-
land style “Paint and Sip” tea 
party. Aprons, Tea and biscuits 
provided, dressing up encour-
aged. This class is for children 
and adults, children under 10 ac-
companied by an adult. Limit 15 
participants, $30 per person. 

———————————— 
Buffalo Alice at the 
Waseca Legion  
Saturday, August 29 

The Waseca Legion will host 
musical guest Buffalo Alice 
from 7-10 p.m. on Saturday, 
Aug. 29. This Summer Jam will 
be complete with food trucks 
and adult beverages. 

———————————— 
Toners Lake Karting 
go-kart race Sunday, 
Aug. 30 

The Toners Lake Karting 
ninth race for the season will 
take place at noon on Saturday, 
Aug. 30. Pits open at 10 a.m. Lo-
cated at 8747 415th Ave Janes-
ville. Races are weather 
dependant, check for times. 

———————————— 
Don Eustice Memorial 
Celebration 9 a.m. to 
11:30 p.m. Sept. 5 

An all-day event memorializ-
ing the 50th anniversary of the 
death of Waseca County Sheriff 
Don Eustice will feature activ-
ities and events for the whole 
family. A tug of war tournament 
among area law enforcement 
agencies will be from 3 to 6 p.m. 
For more information visit do-
neustice.org. 

———————————— 
Uncle Muskrat at Half 
Pint Brewing Co.  
Saturday, Sept. 5 

Uncle Muskrat will play the 
Half Pint Brewing Co. from 5-8 
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 5 for their 
Annual Hop Picking party. 
Southern Secret BBQ will be the 
on-site vendor.  

———————————— 
Soil Water  
Conservation District 
(SWCD) Board  
Meeting September 10 

The SWCD will be holding its 
monthly board meeting at 6:30 
p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 10. The 
meetings will be held in the 
SWCD offices located at 300 
North State Street - Door 4. 

———————————— 
Toners Lake Karting 
go-kart race Sunday, 
Sept. 13 

The Toners Lake Karting tenth 
race will take place at noon on 
Sunday, Sept. 13. Pits open at 10 
a.m. Located at 8747 415th Ave 
Janesville. These races are 
weather dependent, rain will 
cause postponement.  

———————————— 
En Plein Air (outdoor) 
Painting Workshop at 
Waseca Art Center 
Wednesday, Sept. 16 

En Plein Air (outdoor) Paint-
ing Workshop from 11 a.m. un-
till 3 p.m. Wednesday, Sept 16. 
Painter Ava Lambert will lead 
this artist workshop at Farmam-
erica or local hobby farm, 
weather dependent. Supplies 
provided or bring your own. Will 
need to bring a hat or shade de-
vice, a small table for the easel 
and chair.  

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

Thanks to funding from the 
Waseca Sleigh and Cutter Festival, 
an average of 20 oversize kites 
drifted lazily above the western 
grounds of the Waseca Intermediate 
School the afternoon of Aug. 22. 
More than one “kiter” proclaimed 
the winds ideal for flying the over-
sized fabric sculptures. 

“I would estimate the winds are 
between 12 and 15 miles per hour,” 
commented Craig Christensen of 
Webster, who frequently works with 
Great American Kites owned by 

Sean Beaver of Polo, Missouri. 
Christensen explained that Beaver 
was managing a field of kites in Al-
bert Lea, while his son, Joe Beaver, 
was in charge of the Waseca show-
ing. 

Christensen also operates his own 
kiting business named “Mr. Kite.” 

For the Waseca show, Beaver’s 
crew of about four people began  
preparing around 9:30 a.m. and had 
numerous sculptures in the air by the 
display’s official start time of noon. 
Dozens of spectators were scattered 
across the large space. Some made 
themselves comfortable in the shade, 

others, especially families with chil-
dren, purchased typical-sized kites 
from a booth sponsored by Great 
American and flew them among the 
sculptures. Other children chased the 
quickly-moving shadows of the 
kites, making it a challenge to see 
who could get there first. 

Appearing in all shapes and sizes, 
the professionally managed kites 
stayed consistently aloft on the near-
perfect winds, although one, shaped 
like a 25-foot zebra, would occa-

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

“I sobbed when we dropped him 
off,” remembers Marla Rohl. “I just 
didn’t know how I was going to 
make it.” 

Kenny Rohl’s draft number came 
up in 1954: Like it or not, he was 
headed to Korea to serve in the U.S. 
Army. His wife was due to deliver a 
baby in a few weeks. 

“When I told them my wife was 
pregnant, they said I had to prove it,” 
Kenny said of the draft authorities at 
the time. “So I brought her to the 
courthouse,” he remembers with a 
chuckle. “No easier way to prove it 
than that.” 

Both Kenny and Marla had at-
tended Waterville High School; 
Kenny graduated in 1951. The two 
had married in 1953 and in De-
cember will have been married 73 
years. They raised five children to-
gether and now have 15 grandchil-
dren, 28 great-grandchildren, and 1 
great-great-grandchild. 

But in 1954, “We were two young 
kids, just doing our best,” re-
members Kenny. 

Thanks to Marla’s visit to the 
courthouse, Kenny was offered a 
delay and was able to stay in Minne-
sota to welcome their first child, 
Kenneth, into the world, but then he 
was off to basic training. During the 
months Kenny remained at Fort 
Leonard Wood, Missouri,  the couple 
shared housing in nearby Waynes-
ville. “It wasn’t much of a house, al-

most a shack,” remembers Marla.  
Something else she remembers is 

that, when she visited base and the 
baby would be crying, officers 
would suggest that Kenny should ac-
company his wife and child home. 

“It was one way to get to spend 
more time with him,” says Marla 
with a smile. 

No techniques could help, ho-
wever, when it came time for Kenny 
to be deployed to Korea a few 
months later. Kenny’s parents, Chris 
and Jim, transported Marla back to 
Waterville. Kenny headed overseas. 

Open conflict between North and 

Honor flight inspires 
local veteran to reflect

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

Visitors to Waldorf this past 
weekend found the city jam packed 
with music, food, entertainment 
and just about everything a person 
could want for a wild weekend. 
The annual Waldorf Days celebra-
tion was well attended as it took 
place Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 
Smiles and community spirit were 
plentiful.  

On Friday, the classic car and 
tractor show had nearly 100 en-
tries. The Batmobile was among 
the vehicles on display. A chil-
dren’s electric  car race added to 
the mood of family fun. Awarded 
first place for the car show was 
Chad Groskrutz; second was Rick 
Kendall; third was George Morse. 
Taking the Mayor’s Choice Award 
was Derek Fetle.  

Regarding the Sweet Corn and 
Burger Feed at the Waldorf Com-
munity Center, Mayor Rob Wil-
kening claimed weather for the 
weekend “couldn’t have been 
better.”  He shared that the sweet 

corn feed achieved record atten-
dance, serving 450 adults and pre-
paring more than 500 meals. The 
musical group AZBY performed at 
Papa Olie's later on in the evening. 

On Saturday, a vendor show and 
silent auction in the community 
center  ran from 9 a.m. until the 3 
p.m. parade. During a volleyball 
tournament at Papa Olie’s, the en-
tire field around the volleyball 
court was filled with spectators. 
The water wars took place before 
the food trucks got started around 
11 a.m. In the women’s water wars 
competition, Frost/Myrtle took first 
place; Waldorf teams one and two 
took second and third places re-
spectively.  In the next round, first 
place was taken by Waldorf team 2, 
second was Frost and third place 
was Waldorf team 1. Other partici-
pants were Minnesota Lake, New 
Richland and Alden. Charlie 
Barnes did a First Responder ded-
ication near the Veterans Memorial 
gazebo with special guest Jay 
Dulas followed by a Quilts of Valor 
ceremony immediately afterward. 

A kiddie parade preceded the 
main Waldorf Days parade which 
had 50 or more units. So much 
candy was tossed, children could 
barely keep up despite their best ef-
forts. According to Charlie Barnes, 
“The band Los T performing under 
the gazebo of the Waldorf Veterans 
Memorial is kind of a big deal be-
cause this is the first time any band 
ever has performed there.” Jon 
Lucca, drum player for Los T, was 
spotted setting up his drum set and 
waved for a photo. MyGlobalDJ 
presented the preshow before IV 
Play came on stage later on in the 
evening. 

On Sunday, to help settle things 
down for a relaxing week, there 
was an outdoor church service on 
the grass near the Veterans Memo-
rial; residents were encouraged to 
bring their own chairs. Mayor Wil-
kening said, “We had around 100 
people for church, it was a great 
turnout.” After the service there 
was a community meal of hot dogs 
and chips.  

A perfect Waldorf weekend

Giant kites decorate 
Waseca’s skies

A wide variety of gigantic kites were in the air behind the 
Waseca Intermediate School the afternoon of Saturday, Aug. 22. 

Kites continued on 9

Teresa Suek was one of the several members of the Waldorf 
Petal Pushers who distributed seeds during the Waldorf Days 
parade the afternoon of Saturday, Aug. 22. 

Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Kenny and Marla Rohl were "young kids" when Kenny was drafted for service in Korea and 
Japan in 1954. Their first child was born shortly before Kenny left. Another was born while he was 
in Japan. This December, the two of them will have been married 73 years.  Kenny is scheduled to 
take part in a North Star Freedom Honor Flight in September. At left, Kenny during his military 
service.                                                                      Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Honor continued on 6

Kenny Rohl

http://doneustice.org
http://doneustice.org


I’m grateful for my siblings. 
I bought my brother a “smoker,” 

aka a type of grill for a gift this past 
week. It was a combination birth-
day/Christmas gift. But really I just 
want someone to make a good bris-
ket that I can enjoy. After much dis-
cussion on my best friend Jake’s 
couch, we reached the conclusion the 
best way to get a good brisket is for 
my brother to make it. He is an ex-
cellent cook. 

I messaged him and he found a 
used smoker on Facebook. The 
agreement was I buy the smoker, he 
the pellets and meats. My brother has 
used it every day this week, making 
ribs, steak, chicken, pork and more. 

Monday evening we enjoyed 
smoked pork shoulder that spent 11 
hours cooking. It was the best pork I 
have ever had. It cost my brother $11 
and fed four people. 

This is not the only thing I enjoy 
about my siblings. I enjoy how real I 
can be. Namely, I can say whatever I 
want, in whatever tone of voice and 
what I say will never be taken the 
wrong way. At least not from Na-
than. I love that about him. He has 
been a very good older brother, there 
when I need him and there to try and 
offer “brotherly advice” when he 
can. Every single day he is sending 
me updates on his life, what he is 

doing, working on, etc. I’m really 
grateful he does. I look forward to 
those updates. Nathan is down about 
50lbs this year and about 2-3 times a 
week he is sending me photos of the 
scale. I am proud of him. He owns 
his own home, works very hard and 
has good, quality friends around him. 

My brother had tourettes and 
ADHD as a kid. We shared a room 
together until I was 12. I used to get 
so excited to tattle about his swearing 
to my mom, not knowing that his 
yelling over and over like that was 
the tourettes. He grew out of one, but 
not the other. Nathan, when he is fo-
cused on something, really, really fo-
cuses on it. The new smoker, being 
an excellent example. I’m grateful 
for another opportunity to bond with 
him. 

Growing up, Nathan only tried to 
kill me a couple times. 

The first when he may or may not 
have put Legos in my water cup, 

which I choked on. Dad saved me 
when I ran down the stairs. Nathan 
had to write many “sentences” that 
night. 

“I will not put Lego’s in Eli’s 
water.” 

Other examples include: 
“I will not throw things at Eli 

while he is trying to sleep.” 
“I will not yell at Eli while he is 

trying to sleep.” 
“I will not fart so badly and laugh 

so loudly…..” 
Nathan used to eat bad food, 

beans, etc. and brag about how he 
would make the room smell that 
night when it was bedtime. 

Dad likes to tell the story of the 
two of us arguing over whether 
planes drop cars out of them. 

Other times we would argue 
through our evening prayers. Praying 
for the other to stop interrupting. I al-
ways quit interrupting first. 

As children I would resort to brib-

ing my brother to make airplanes out 
of Legos for me. He had a special tal-
ent. 

Nathan was just a little too old for 
me to hang out with him and his 
friends. But that didn’t always stop 
me. (Nathan is five years older than 
I. He is 34 this year; I turn 29 in No-
vember.) 

The other times Nathan tried to kill 
me included the time he almost shot 
me with an arrow, the times he put us 
in the ditch in his truck, both inten-
tionally and unintentionally and fi-
nally when I was four years old and 
he put a lit firecracker down my butt 
crack. I spent that fourth of July lay-
ing on my tummy with burn cream 
on my butt. 

It’s moments like this that give me 
a lifetime pass not to watch my atti-
tude when speaking to my brother. 
(Not that I do have an attitude. But 
it’s nice to have someone I can un-
load about life to, who will only re-
spond with, “Do you want some pork 
butt?” 

Thank you for the pork butt, Na-
than. 

In cribbage this week, Dad got the 
best of me, winning 22-20, skunking 
me 4 times to my 3. Totals will be 
updated next week reflecting our 
scores this year. 

Buongiorno from Italy.  
As mentioned previously, our 

travels prove to be endless. Not that 
I’m complaining. On Wednesday last 
week, we boarded a plane and spent 
the next ten hours trying to sleep. We 
arrived in Munich, Germany, on 
Thursday morning and then flew to 
Venice, eventually arriving at our 
hotel in the afternoon.  

I had always pictured Venice like 
the postcards: a cute, quaint little 
Italian town with narrow streets, old 
architecture, and picturesque gondo-
las floating around. I forgot that since 
it is right on the coast, it is very much 
a coastal city with boats, ware-
houses, and the whole industry built 
by the water.  

Don’t get me wrong, it also is the 
quaint European city I envisioned, 
but our hotel was nearer the indus-
trial side of the city, and it was inter-
esting to see all the boats and docks.  

We enjoyed Venice greatly, except 
for the rain that poured on us most of 
the one full day we were there. We 
did manage to tour the Venetian Ar-
senal museum where we learned 
about the history of the Venice navy. 
While walking near the port, we got 
to see a lot of old and cool boats–be-

fore it started raining.  
We then found a cafe and wan-

dered around the best we could with-
out getting entirely soaked (which 
we did). We even showed up for our 
gondola ride because we hadn’t 
heard anything otherwise, and there 
they told us to come back two hours 
later and try again. 

We had already paid for the 
tickets, so we decided to stick around 
instead of walking the hour back to 
the hotel and calling it quits. It was 
raining so hard that we were the only 
idiots walking in the street while ev-
eryone else had found awnings, 
doorsteps, and alleyways to hide for 
the time being. Utterly drenched, we 
eventually gave up and went to a cof-
fee shop where we waited out the 
two hours.  

Thankfully, the rain had stopped 
and the sun had even come out to say 
hello for the first time that day when 
we climbed into a gondola at 5 p.m. 
It was cool to glide through the water 
and quiet little alleys for half an hour. 
We even got to witness a proposal! 
We were passing another gondola 
when I noticed the guy was on his 
knees holding the woman’s hands 
and talking to her. Then lo and be-

hold, he pulls out a ring box! She 
said yes and all of us in other gondo-
las nearby clapped. So that was 
sweet.  

We then took the high-speed train 
to Florence, where we stayed for two 
days. I had visited Florence for 
spring break while I was studying 
abroad so I took Jack around to some 
of my favorite places and we ex-
plored new ones together.  

He even booked us a pasta making 
class for one of the nights we were 
there, and we had a blast making ti-
ramisu, ravioli, and tagliatelle while 
getting full use out of the unlimited 
wine that was advertised. What’s 
funny is, we even sat at a table with 
two other Americans, a mother and 
daughter, who were from Minnesota! 
I swear, it’s always a small world, no 
matter where you are in it.  

Needless to say, the trip so far has 
been filled with good food, great 

wine, and gorgeous memories. Now, 
off to Rome!  

My Determination: “Time stays 
long enough for anyone who will use 
it.” — Leonardo da Vinci 

Good food, great wine, 
and gorgeous memories

Someone called me “famous” the 
other day. It was meant as a compli-
ment and I was grateful for the gen-
erous assessment, although I was so 
taken by surprise I stuttered some-
what as I expressed my thanks. 

The exchange got me thinking, 
though. What are the criteria for 
“fame,” anyway? 

Online artificial intelligence sur-
veyed probably dozens of internet 
dictionary sites and came up with the 
summary “Fame means the state of 
being known, seen, or talked about 
by many people. It comes from hav-
ing great skills, doing important 
work, or being a public star.” 

Well, that’s not so bad. If that were 
the whole message the word sends, I 
guess I’d be comfortable with being 
“famous.” 

There are numerous catching 
points, though. 

An important beginning question 
is, how many is “many”? 

As someone who takes often hun-
dreds of pictures at public events, I 
frequently take my camera and step 
out where “everyone” probably no-
tices me. Just this past weekend at 
Waldorf Days I may have caused my 
family members some embarrass-
ment as I walked out into the street, 
sometimes coming within a few feet 
of the parade units.  

At graduations and well-attended 

school concerts, the number of 
people who notice me is likely in the 
high hundreds, but probably not into 
the thousands. 

Then, of course, there is the cumu-
lative effect. If we total up all the 
places and times I and my camera 
have made ourselves conspicuous 
over the course of the five years the 
Pioneer has been publishing, it cer-
tainly is in the thousands, probably 
even tens of thousands. 

But also probably not as many as 
might attend–in a single night–a pro-
fessional sporting event or concert by 
a nationally known artist. 

Okay, criteria one, “seen by many 
people.” Maybe yes, maybe no. 

You may have noticed I skipped 
over the “known” and “talked about” 
elements of fame.  That’s because I 
believe “seen” is by far my strongest 
option. 

As far as “talked about,” it’s a sig-
nificant element of being a news re-

porter that we are supposed to be as 
invisible as possible in our work. 
That is, readers’ attention should be 
on the people,  information and cir-
cumstances we are reporting about. 
Writers are supposed to be simply 
conduits for the facts, delivering 
them in an organized way using as 
few words as possible. Except in 
opinion pieces–a category that in-
cludes this column and items like 
Ben’s movie reviews–news writers 
do not overtly express their opinions 
or use the word “I” to refer to them-
selves. 

Okay, now to the second part of 
the definition, the idea that fame is a 
result of having great skill, doing im-
portant work, or being a public star. 

As for having “great” skill, I rec-
ognize that I am quite good with 
words, and that I have no fear of 
summarizing or explaining complex 
situations or circumstances. I excel, 
that is, I’m “great” in comparison to 

the many people who wouldn’t even 
attempt to write a news article. But 
there is also a group of writers 
among whom I don’t stand out so far. 

Still, I do usually rank in at least 
one or two categories of the annual 
“Better Newspaper Contest” spon-
sored by the Minnesota Newspaper 
Association, of which the Pioneer 
and Star Eagle are members. And I 
am a large part of the high rankings 
we have earned in “general report-
ing” and “general excellence” cate-
gories. 

Second criteria, great skill. Yes, 
probably, some of the time anyway. 

Additional expectation: doing im-
portant work. Here, it is the Pioneer 
and the Star Eagle which excel, and 
I along with them. 

You see, most importantly I am 
grateful for my skill as a writer be-
cause I can use it toward positive 
ends. I can inform people about go-
ings-on. I can find words which do 
justice to the stories and experiences 
of the quietly remarkable people who 
make up Waseca County. I can call 
attention to accomplishments and 
milestones. In short, I can make other 
people “famous,” and that, my 
friends, is “important work” in every 
way. It’s my favorite part of being 
“known, seen or talked about by 
many people.” 

An entire column about ‘fame’

by Deb Bently

 In My Humble Opinion
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Compostings
by Al Batt

PIONEER

WASECA COUNTY

What goes up 
must come down

ECHOES FROM THE 
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING 

  How do you spell Armaged-
don? 

  I don’t know. 
  Oh, well, never mind. It’s not 

the end of the world. 
DRIVING BY BRUCE’S 

DRIVE 
  I have a wonderful neighbor 

named Bruce. Whenever I pass his 
drive, thoughts occur to me. I went 
to Bruce’s birthday party. He got a 
lot of chocolate, but he’ll never get 
as much as he deserves. 

  I had breakfast for dinner. A 
treat, whether it’s deserved or not. 
I was leading a tour far from home. 
It might have been in another gal-
axy, I’m not sure. I stayed in the 
dead guy’s cabin. That’s what they 
called it—the dead guy’s cabin. I 
didn’t know it was called that until 
I’d spent a night in it. It was a 
pleasant cabin, but it had a danger-
ously low ceiling, especially over 
the bed. I’m vertically enhanced. I 
figured the dead guy had been tall, 
too, and the cruel ceiling had 
cracked his skull. 

  I was in a hotel in Missouri. It 
wasn’t a five-star hotel; it was a 
hotel that fit into my wallet. It had 
a motley collection of mismatched 
furniture. Every piece was a gen-
uine Motley. I heard coughing em-
anating from the rooms on both 
sides of mine and from the parking 
lot. I checked the news to see if 
there was a whooping cough out-
break in the area. The only out-
break was one of thin walls in a 
cheap hotel. 

I’VE LEARNED 
  Americans legally bet $166.94 

billion on sports in 2025. When 
tribal sportsbooks, illegal offshore 
bookies, and political and event 
prediction markets are included, 
analysts estimate the total amount 
wagered annually is close to $300 
billion. 

  According to Forbes magazine, 
the worst-selling mass-produced 
cars of all time in one production 
year are Ford Edsel 2,848 cars sold 
in 1960, Lincoln Blackwood 3,300 
in 2002, Yugo GV 4,000 in 1991, 
Pontiac Aztek 5020 in 2005, and 
Cadillac Catera 9,764 sold in 2001. 

LOCAL NEWS 
  Isaac Peterson was a standout 

quarterback at Rochester Mayo 
High School, surpassed 1,000 ca-
reer points in basketball, and plans 
to play basketball at UW-Eau 
Claire. His father is Scott Peterson, 
and his grandparents are Kathy and 
the late Jim Peterson of New Rich-
land. 

BAD JOKES  
DEPARTMENT 

  If you hold the sole of your foot 
to your ear, you can hear your hip 
dislocating. 

  I thought I’d blacked out. It 
turned out I’d put my hoodie on 
backwards. 

  I asked my wife what she liked 
best about me, "Is it my trim, ath-
letic body? Or is it my astounding 
intellect?" She replied, “No, it’s 
your sense of humor, dear." 

NATURE NOTES 
  I heard from Mark Domeier of 

Ellendale, who said that his father 
had told him that 90 days after a 
fog lifts, we will get precipitation, 
because what goes up must come 
down. Mark and his wife Michelle 
tested this and found it largely cor-
rect. 

 It was hot enough to melt rocks. 
The corn was sweating profusely. 
Thunder rumbled in the distance. 
It wasn’t roaring. I learned that 
when thunder roars, go indoors. 

  A cardinal sang with gusto, a 
definite showboat. I’m lucky to be 
thrilled by the sight of a cardinal. 
Minnesota’s first record of a cardi-
nal was in Minneapolis in the fall 
of 1875. The first confirmed nest-
ing was in Steele County in 1925 
when a cardinal’s nest with eggs 
was discovered. The first record of 
a cardinal in Iowa was one that 
was captured in Iowa City in 1882. 

  Crickets and katydids rub their 
forewings together to make 
sounds, while grasshoppers rub 
their wings against their hind legs 
to create the sounds. This process 
is called stridulation. Some grass-
hoppers also use crepitation, snap-
ping their wings together in flight 
to make crackling sounds. 

  If it looks like a tall dandelion 
with leaves resembling those of a 
thistle, but the spines lack sharp-
ness; it’s a sowthistle, a perennial, 
that blooms July-October and 
grows up to 4 feet high. Prickly let-
tuce is an annual or biennial herb 
that blooms from July to Sep-
tember and can grow up to 6.5 feet 
tall. Prickly lettuce leaves have 
prickly edges that can be sharp, 
and a prickly midrib on the under-
side, while sowthistle leaves lack 
the prickly midrib. Both plants 
exude a milky sap when cut or 
wounded. 

  White oaks produce leaves that 
have rounded lobes, whereas red 
oaks exhibit pointed lobes with a 
tiny bristle on their tips. The cap of 
the red oak acorn is scaly, while 
the white oak acorn has a knobby 
cap. The acorns of white oaks have 
a broader, shorter appearance and 
mature in a single year. Their caps 
are deeper, covering half the nut, 
and they’re more appealing as a 
preferred food source for many 
wildlife species. The acorns of red 
oaks are more elongated or ovoid 
and mature in two years. Their 
caps are shallow, covering the top 
quarter or third of the nut. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 
  “Kind words, kind looks, kind 

acts, and warm handshakes—these 
are means of grace when men in 
trouble are fighting their unseen 
battles.”—John Hall.

Amelia and Jack, on vacation in Italy. 

How many times my brother tried to kill me



Pioneer                                                                                                                                                                              Thursday, August 27, 2026      3

BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

zachbattenfeld@gmail.com

Zach Battenfeld
507-521-0226

Lawn Maintenance
& Residential

Snow Removal

• Since 1942 •

Great Home Cooking • Catering
Full Breakfast Menu • Daily Lunch Specials

104 State Street, Waseca MN • 835-1259
Hours: 

Sat-Sun .......... Closed
M-F .......... 8 AM–5 PM

715 S State St, 
Waseca, MN 

(507) 835-8615

Ali and Willy Malecha are excited to continue to 
bring you the excellent service you have come 

to expect at Dave’s Body Shop!

Serving Waseca and the surrounding 
areas for more than 30 years!

Rock’n Car Roll-In at 
Boxcar Bar Sept. 17 

The Rock’n Car Roll-In will 
take place at Boxcar Bar from 4 
to 8 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 17. 
Classic cars, motorcycles, food 
trucks, music and 50/50 raffle. 

———————————— 
Sacred Heart Fall  
Festival September 18, 
19, and 20 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
will be holding its Fall Festival 
over the weekend of Sept. 18, 
19, and 20. Events include a 
white elephant sale, Country 
Store, silent auction, Friday live 
auction and concession stand 
just to name a few. 

———————————— 
All You Can Eat Dad’s 
Belgian Waffles All 
Saints Sept. 27 

All Saints Church of New 
Richland will hold their All You 
Can Eat Dad’s Belgian Waffles 
from 9-12:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
Sept. 27. There will be a raffle 
and country store, cost is $10. 

———————————— 
Waseca Senior Center 
Lot Sale Friday and 
Saturday, Oct. 2 and 3 

The Waseca Senior Center 
will hold a lot sale from 8 a.m. 
thru 3 p.m. on Friday and Sat-
urday, Oct. 2 and 3. They are 
also looking for donations, any 
item as long as it is in good con-
dition and clean, drop off at the 
Senior Center Tuesday-Friday 
from 8 a.m. thru 4 p.m. Call 
Vada Danhert at 507-202-1137 
with questions. 

———————————— 
Soil Water Conserva-
tion District (SWCD) 
Board Meeting  
October 8 

The SWCD will be holding its 
monthly board meeting at 6:30 
p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 8. The 
meetings will be held in the 
SWCD offices located at 300 
North State Street - Door 4. 

———————————— 
Toners Lake Karting 
no points race  
Saturday, Oct. 17 

Toners Lake Karting will hold 
a no points race at noon on Sat-
urday, Oct. 17, with a banquet to 
follow. Located at 8747 415th 
Ave. Janesville. Races are 
weather dependent, check for 
times. 

———————————— 
Great Fall Get To-
gether 2026 at Waseca 
Art Center October 24 

The Great Fall Get Together 
2026 will take place at the 
Waseca Art Center from 6-9 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 24. Min-
gling, appetizers and full bar 
with music from Bump & Hustle 
to Hoehn Brothers DJ Entertain-
ment. Tickets $40 at Waseca Art 
Center or from a board member.  
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ADDRESS
111 Star Street
Suite 101
Mankato, MN
56001

507-387-6695 • eyeqvisionmankato.com

By MELISSA DUNN 
Staff Writer 

During the August 20 meeting, members of the 
Waseca school board heard from Superintendent 
Eric Hudspith regarding the permanent school 
trust fund amendment that will be on the ballot in 
November. Hudspith emphasized that the public is 
being asked to vote whether the permanent school 
fund, which has existed since 1858, should be 
amended to update how the fund distributes 
money to schools. He stated firmly it would in no 
way raise individual or property taxes for the com-
munity.  

The question on the November general election 
ballot will be: “Shall the Minnesota Constitution 
be amended to increase the funding to all school 
districts from the permanent school fund, which is 
a fund that supports school districts without raising 
individual income or property taxes, effective July 
1, 2027?” 

In Minnesota, passing a constitutional amend-
ment requires a yes vote from a majority of all 
voters casting ballots in that election. If a voter 
completes other elements of a ballot but skips the 
constitutional question, it has the same effect as 

voting against it. The question will be on the back 
side of the ballot, so voters must turn the sheet 
over to notice it.. 

During the action items, the board approved the 
2026-27 student handbooks and a lease with Grace 
Lutheran Church for the upcoming childcare pro-
gram. Also approved was Hudspith’s 2025-26 su-
perintendent evaluation. Board chair Dave Dunn 
said Hudspith received “effective” and “highly ef-

fective” ratings in all areas; evaluators noted 
strengths of the superintendent are strategic plan-
ning and dealing with the public. The board also 
reported positively on the “vision card” approach 
and his leadership within the district. Hudspith 
said he appreciated all the feedback. “If you’re not 
always getting better, then you’re probably in the 
wrong profession,” he said. “I’m looking forward 
to another year in Waseca.” 

November 
ballot to 
include 
funding 
question

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

According to family members, the 
Don Eustice Memorial Event set to 
take place at the county fairgrounds 
on Saturday, Sept. 5, is designed to 
emphasize community and com-
munity connections because those 
were a priority for Sheriff Don Eus-
tice, who was killed in the line of 
duty on Sept. 4, 1976.  

Eustice’s daughter Barb Hertzog, 
who was 10 years old at the time, is 
a member of the committee planning 
the event. Given that 2026 marks the 
fiftieth year since Eustice’s sudden 
death, Hertzog said family members 
wanted to memorialize the sheriff in 
a way that parallels who he was and 
how he approached his service to the 
community. 

Remembering the popularity of 
“Teen Canteen” dances that Eustice 
organized, and especially remember-
ing that their purpose was to find 
positive, safe settings and environ-
ments for county teenagers to enjoy 
each others’ company, the committee 

decided on a day-long “canteen” that 
would be inviting to families and 
that ends–how else?--with a dance. 

Along with being a celebration of 
Eustice’s service, the Sept. 5 event 
includes a number of fundraisers. 
Money taken in for tournament reg-
istration, dance admission, and for 
various activities will be added to the 
funds which support the Don Eustice 
Memorial Scholarship. Selected stu-
dents need to be graduates of a high 
school within Waseca County and 
must be entering law enforcement as 
their career field. 

Hertzog says funding for the 
scholarship remains strong, but the 
fiftieth anniversary year was too 
much of a milestone to let pass by 
unmarked. She says she does not ex-
pect there ever to be another fund-
raiser that supports the scholarship, 
nor does she expect that one will be 
needed. 

The earliest event of the day is a 

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

During their meeting the 
evening of Monday, Aug. 10, 
members of the New Richland 
city council learned it will cost 
between $20,000 and $25,000 to 
put new concrete at the north 
entry to city hall. City admin-
istrator Tyler Lendt explained an 
engineer’s input will be needed 
to plan the replacement paving 
so that runoff rainwater will not 
damage it and further damage to 
the building will be prevented. 
The council approved up to 
$25,000 for repairs. 

Sarah Sundve read the ambu-
lance report and said there are 
three people that need their first 
responder refresher emergency 
medical service (EMS) classes 
which will cost $375, which will 
come with reimbursement later 
on. She has also posted call and 
response times for the crew and 
is currently working with Saint 
Croix Emergency Medical Serv-
ices and evaluating a six-month 
recruiting process for new per-
sonnel. Sundve requests anyone 
who can volunteer for up to 60 
hours per month, it would be 
greatly appreciated. Those jun-
ior EMS students, who can be as 
young as 18 only need their CPR 
qualification to drive the ambu-
lance. The first responder certi-
fication can be covered through 
the city, Sundve adds, “There is 
also a place to stay for those who 
are volunteering from out of 
town.”  

Jeff Langr of the Waseca 
County Sheriff’s office was 
present and spoke about the am-
bulance service and how nec-
essary it is for the residents of 
New Richland. There was talk of 
North Memorial Ambulance tak-
ing over the New Richland 
Community Ambulance, and 
that offer was rejected. Currently 
there are 10 staff in New Rich-
land, four first responders and 
six EMS, with one of those cur-
rently in school. The council re-
jected selling New Richland 
Ambulance.   

Commissioner Doug Christo-
pherson gave out packets ex-
plaining the Waseca Justice 
Center and to give updates. The 
current building is outdated and 
needs to be torn down, but Com-
missioner Christopherson does-
n’t want that to be a burden on 
the taxpayers. The offices in the 
east annex across the street from 
the courthouse like the DMV 
would be moved to the new 
building, freeing that space up 
for other resident needs. Instead 
of breaking ground this year, the 
center won’t be started until 
spring of 2027, with a move in 

Ambulance 
seeks  
volunteers

     NEW RICHLAND
      CITY COUNCIL

Council continued on 4

Event celebrates 
personality, 
character of  
Don Eustice

Eustice continued on 9
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date of all 2028. Through savings 
and planning since 2021, there is 
seven million saved to start this proj-
ect already saved. A million through 
Minnesota Prairie, and Amy Klobu-
char assured Waseca three million. 
Christopherson said, “We’re 90 per-
cent sure we’ll get that money, but it 
has to go through Washington first.” 
There will be savings that come from 
running the building itself. Christo-
pherson also brought up the fact, “No 
one likes a new tax” then made ref-
erence to a local sales tax as an op-
tion for funding, “Then the whole 
burden doesn’t come just from 
Waseca residents.” He means that 
people from outside Waseca county 
come here to enjoy our lakes and 
town, “They are bringing money and 

shopping here, that helps our people 
pay for this center.” The new center 
would be built just north of where 
the current center is now, continued 
Christopherson, “Where the center 
currently sits would become the new 
parking lot.” 

Kelsey Groskreutz of Abdo CPAs, 
Accounting and Consulting Services 
was present to discuss the city’s audit 
report. She said there were no in-
stances of non-compliance, “Over all 
this was a very positive audit, the 
city staff was cooperative, and we 
appreciate the opportunity to work 
with you.” 

The fire department report in-
cluded one mutual aid fire call and 
two medical calls. This month’s 
training was preparing for Farm and 
City Days. 

The New Richland Police Depart-
ment responded to 92 calls for serv-
ice for the month of July. There were 
20 traffic stops, four ordinance vio-
lations, one animal complaint, three 

suspicious circumstances, 16 di-
rected patrols/lock checks, 19 assists 
of other agencies. Other call types in-
cluded civil, criminal damage to 
property, threats/assaults, and motor 
vehicle accidents. ANCOM updated 
the old backup radios successfully. 
The annual use of force and firearms 
training will take place in August. 
Posse security for the street dance 
was $740. The first day of school for 
NRHEG will be Sept. 1. 

According to its report, recruit-
ment at the New Richland Care 
Center is improving. The Center now 
has only a few full-time openings in 
the nursing department, which also 
means hiring of agency workers is 
down significantly. The residents 
have been on bus trips to get ice 
cream, they also helped with the dec-
oration of the float in the Farm and 

City Days parade. Care Center staff 
expressed gratitude to the volunteers 
who helped with the float and the 
parade. The facility held an outdoor 
barbecue for its residents; thanks to 
good weather, everyone was for-
tunate enough to eat outdoors and 
listen to some music. The facility 
also wants to treat residents to in-sea-
son sweet corn; staff members have 
been in contact with a couple differ-
ent farms and are looking for more. 

Tyler Lendt, city administrator, 
asked for $135 to attend a Clerk’s 
Academy overnight event in St. Paul 
being conducted by the Minnesota 
League of Cities. 

The next Regular City Council 
meeting will be held on Monday, 
September 14. 
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O B I T U A R I E S
Virginia Wobschall 

VIRGINIA “VIRGIE” LOUISE 
WOBSCHALL, age 83 of Waseca, 
died on the morning of Tuesday, 
August 18, 2026 at the New Rich-
land Care Center. 

Virginia was born in Montgom-
ery on October 11, 1942, to parents 
August and Agnes Malecha.  She 
attended school in Montgomery.  
Following her high school gradu-
ation, she was united in marriage 
to Lowell Wobschall on September 
22, 1962, in Waseca.  Over the 
years she worked at the E.F. 
Johnson Company, Herter’s, Qual-
ity Print, and finally at Clear Lake 
Press until her retirement.  Virginia 
enjoyed working with horses, play-
ing cards, working crossword puz-
zles, reading mystery novels, and 
following the Minnesota Vikings, 
but more than anything she loved 
spending time with her grandchil-
dren.  She was a member of 
Trinity-Wilton Lutheran Church 
for most of her life. 

Virginia is survived by two chil-
dren, Nicolas (Rachel) Wobschall 
of Waseca, and Heather Marrero of 
Waseca; five grandchildren, Dylan 
Wobschall, Derek (Autumn) Wob-
schall, Megan Wobschall all of 
Waseca, Maria Marrero of Ellen-
dale, and  Michael Marrero of 
Owatonna; and one sister, Yvonne 
Gehring of Texas.  She was pre-
ceded in death by both of her par-

ents; her husband; and five 
siblings, Charlotte Pleiss, Jacque-
line Malecha, Lallie Dahl, Roman 
Malecha, and August Malecha. 

A funeral service will be held at 
11:00 a.m. on Saturday, August 29, 
2026 at the State Street Chapel of 
Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral 
and Cremation Services in Waseca, 
with Rev. Michael Grannis offici-
ating.  Visitation will begin at 9:00 
a.m. and will continue until the 
time of the service at the funeral 
home.  Interment will follow at 
Woodville Cemetery in Waseca.  
dsofuneral.com 

Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt 
Funeral and Cremation Services 
Waseca ~ Janesville ~ Waterville

Virginia Wobschall

Complete Septic Service and Installation • Excavation
Residential and Commercial Site Preparation and Utilities

Locally Owned and Operated since 1978

By DEB BENTLY 
Staff Writer 

For the past few months com-
missioner “work sessions,” which 
are typically scheduled as needed 
on Tuesday mornings prior to the 
9:30 board meeting, have centered 
around arriving at a preliminary tax 
levy amount to be collected during 
2027. 

Commissioners have heard from 
department heads who have sum-
marized their intended budgets for 
next year, and have asked questions 
about pertinent details. 

Under Minnesota state law, all 
entities which benefit from prop-
erty taxes must announce a prelim-
inary levy amount by Sept. 15. The 
county receives the preliminary 
numbers and compiles them on a 
summary which is sent to all prop-
erty owners in mid-November let-
ting them know what their property 
taxes are likely to be in the follow-
ing year. The number includes 
levies from towns, townships, 
school boards, and the county, whi-
chever are applicable. 

Taxpayers then have the oppor-
tunity to attend  “Truth in Taxa-
tion” meetings which each entity is 
required to hold either late in No-
vember or in the first few weeks of 
December. At those meetings, 
questions can be asked about the 
proposed budget amounts. 

Once the September preliminary 
levy amount is released, the entity 
cannot raise the number, but it can 
reduce it: final levy numbers are re-
quired by Dec. 29. 

With the Sept. 15 deadline ap-
proaching, county administrator 
Michael Johnson informed board 
members during their Aug. 18 
meeting that they will “have some-
thing on their calendars” for the 
next few Tuesdays, even those 
which are not the first or third 
Tuesday of the month, the usual 
time slot for county board meet-
ings. 

For 2026, the county’s operating 
budget was $39.5 million. The 
levy, that is, the amount paid by 
property owners, was $19.2 mil-
lion.  

Commissioners were visited by 
District 19A State Representative 
Keith Allen, whose district in-
cludes Alton, Blooming Grove, 
Iosco, and Janesville townships. 

Allen began by sharing infor-
mation about a proposed constitu-
tional amendment which will be on 
ballots this November. Taxpayers 
are being asked to approve a 
change in the formula used to dis-
tribute funds to school districts. 
Allen explained the change would 
not increase taxes, but will allow an 
increased amount of money to be 
given out from a specific, very suc-

cessful fund that was arranged for 
in the state constitution in 1858. 

Namely, payments accrued from 
mining rights, lumber sales, and 
other opportunities on millions of 
designated acres managed by the 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources have always been set 
aside to support schools. In No-
vember, voters will be asked “Shall 
the Minnesota Constitution be 
amended to increase the funding 
going to all school districts from 
the permanent school fund, which 
is a fund that supports school dis-
tricts without raising individual in-
come or property taxes, effective 
July 1, 2027?” 

Allen mentioned that the rules 
regarding constitutional amend-
ments is that, to pass, they must be 
approved by the majority of all 
people casting a ballot. Thus, fail-
ing to vote on the question is the 
same as voting against it. 

Allen cautioned that the question 
will be appearing on the back side 
of the printed ballots. “So you have 
to turn the sheet over to see it,” he 
said. 

When asked about the status of 
the permanent school fund, Allen 

said the proposed increase is “ex-
ceptionally conservative,” but 
would provide a significant in-
crease to school districts, which he 
described as “flipping over every 
couch cushion to find every penny 
they can to continue their vital 
work.” 

Allen also summarized some ac-
tions taken during the 2026 legis-
lative session which he regarded as 
positive. These included funds to 
update important software used for 
recording and communicating im-
portant human services infor-
mation; a one-year decrease in car 
licensing fees; and a “bonding bill” 
which allots more money than has 
typically been the case to outstate 
improvement projects, especially 
those helping to improve water 
quality. 

County board members ap-
proved allotting $40,000 to act as a 
local funds match for a $60,000 
grant from the state’s “safe and se-
cure courthouses” program. 

It was shared during the meeting 
that groundbreaking for the 
planned judicial center to be con-
structed next to the historic court-
house is delayed from this fall to 
the spring of 2027. Board members 
made reference to some “due dili-
gence” needs that caused the delay. 

County gives levy a sharp look
      WASECA COUNTY              

COMMISSIONERS

Keith Allen, State Representative for District 19A, which within Waseca County includes Alton, Blooming Grove, Iosco and Janes-
ville townships, visited with members of the Waseca County Board during their meeting on Tuesday, Aug. 18. Allen, standing to the 
immediate right of the flag, is pictured here with commissioners (from left) Brian Harguth, Doug Christopherson, De Malterer, Brad 
Krause and Brad Milbrath.                   Photo by Deb Bently
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James Mitchell 
James Fay Mitchell (age 93), 

after a long battle with 
Alzheimer's, finished his race Au-
gust 21, 2026.  

He was born May 6, 1933, was 
adopted from St. Cloud Hospital in 
St. Cloud, Minnesota, at six weeks 
of age by Clarence and Clara Mit-
chell of rural Akeley, Minnesota. 
He graduated from Akeley High 
School and later attended Trinity 
Bible College and the University 
of Minnesota. 

At 17 years old, Jim attended a 
Bible conference at Medicine 
Lake, Minnesota, that changed the 
course of his life. There, he met his 
Lord and Savior and dedicated his 
life to serving Him. When Jim re-
turned home and shared that he 
had become a born-again Chris-
tian, his mother gently warned him 
not to go overboard and suggested 
he would get over it in a couple of 
weeks. Instead, the transformation 
in his life was so genuine and dra-
matic that his family could not 
deny the reality of his faith. 
Through Jim's testimony, his par-
ents also came to accept Christ as 
their Savior and soon helped plant 
a new Evangelical Free Church in 
Grand Marais, Minnesota. This 
was only the beginning of a life-
time devoted to serving the Lord 
and impacting countless lives 
through his faith. 

While attending Trinity Bible 
College in Chicago, Illinois, Jim 
became a member of the school 
quartet, touring throughout the 
western United States. He returned 
from one of those tours just in time 
to marry the love of his life, Lillian 
Gustafson, on August 8, 1953. 

Drafted into the U.S. Army in 
1954, Jim served 17 months in 
Korea. Following his active-duty 
service, he continued serving in the 
Army Reserve and later spent 
seven years in the Navy Reserve as 
a corpsman. 

Jim's passion for serving the 
Lord was the foundation of his life. 
His career as a postal worker for 
17 years and later as the owner of 
Mitchell Furniture store in Waseca, 
Minnesota, provided the flexibility 
to pursue ministry and church 
leadership. He helped establish 
Grace Evangelical Free Church in 
Fridley, Minnesota, and later 
served as a church-planting pastor 
at Faith Church in Austin, Minne-
sota. 

Jim was deeply involved in the 
North Central District of the Evan-
gelical Free Church. He was often 
found visiting district churches, 
carrying out leadership responsi-
bilities, and sharing his musical 
gifts through singing and playing 
the saxophone. He also served as 
Chairman of the Board for Camp 
Shamineau in Motley, Minnesota. 

Jim was blessed with many tal-
ents. He possessed an exceptional 
tenor voice, played the saxophone 
beautifully, and was a skilled car-
penter who enjoyed solving all 
kinds of challenging projects. 
Many of his creative endeavors 
were inspired by his artistic de-
signer daughter, the late Jody Mit-
chell Nelson. 

Jim was also an avid bicyclist. 
Over 45 years, he logged more 

than 140,000 miles on his bicycle, 
and yes, he kept track! Many thou-
sands of those miles were spent 
pulling his beloved little Bichon, 
"Mikey," in a bicycle cart, creating 
memories and drawing smiles 
wherever they traveled. 

In 1999, Jim and Lillian moved 
to their home overlooking Table 
Rock Lake in the Branson area. It 
did not take long for Jim to dis-
cover that retirement in Branson 
often meant finding new ways to 
stay busy. He soon found himself 
ushering at The Promise and later 
at Sight & Sound Theatre. He thor-
oughly enjoyed those opportunities 
and the many friendships he made 
along the way. Jim was also active 
in Bob Mabe's Kitchen Band, 
where he played the saxophone 
and sang. It was a season filled 
with music, fun, and cherished 
friendships. 

Jim was preceded in death by his 
daughter, Joan "Jody" Nelson; his 
parents, Clarence and Clara Mit-
chell; his sister, Mildred Mitchell 
Jackson, his parents-in-law, Lilly 
and E. J. Gustafson; brothers-in-
law Dwight, John, Donald, and 
Gordon Gustafson; and sisters-in-
law Mary Barker and Dagmar 
Merrick. 

He is survived by his beloved 
wife of 73 years, Lillian Mitchell; 
his daughter, Jaymie Mitchell; his 
son, Dr. Cameron Mitchell 
(DiAnna); and his son-in-law, 
Blain Nelson. 

He also leaves behind five 
grandchildren: Lyric (Jon) Butler, 
Brock (Karissa) Nelson, Bayli 
(Michael) Baker, Lindsay (Victor) 
Hilsinger, and Addison (Sam) 
Seeger. 

Jim was further blessed with ten 
great-grandchildren: River Punab-
Mitchell, Braxton Nelson, Brayden 
Butler, Dean Mitchell-Hilsinger, 
Kinsley Nelson, Easton Baker, 
Brooks Butler, Brolin Nelson, Pay-
ton Baker, and Lofton Baker. 

Memorial Service: 
Friendly Baptist Church, 2751 

Kirkland Drive, Branson, Missouri 
65616. 

Visitation: 10:00 a.m. 
Celebration of Life Service: 

11:00 a.m. 
A Missouri Veterans Cemetery 

interment service in Springfield, 
Missouri, will follow. Time to be 
announced. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to the 
Branson Bible Church Building 
Fund or Camp Shamineau, Motley, 
Minnesota 56466. 

James Mitchell

O B I T U A R I E S

Kenneth Jacobson 
Kenneth Alrik Jacobson passed 

away peacefully on August 22, 
2026, at his home surrounded by 
his loving family.  

Kenneth was a kind and giving 
person and this will continue 
after his death.  Kenneth has do-
nated his body to science in the 

hope that they might learn some-
thing that will help others.  

Kenneth leaves behind three 
children, four grandchildren, 
seven great grandchildren, and 
three great-great grandchildren. 

A very special thank you to 
Amanda, Mary, and Sheila – you 
kept him going. 
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By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

After months of planning and col-
lecting donations, the new play-
ground on the east side of town 
Waldorf near the city baseball field is 
complete; the town celebrated with a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony the evening 
of Thursday, Aug. 20. 

Waldorf local and playground reg-
ular Caitlin Schule brought her son 
Krew, 4, to the big event. She com-
mented, “He grew up playing at the 
old park in the blue swing. He’s 
gotten bigger since then and now, 
he’s got a new park to grow up in.” 
Krew certainly didn’t run out of kids 
to play with, he was surrounded. 

Equipment for their fun includes a 
new springy fire truck, a merry-go-
round, five new slides, obstacle 
courses, teeter totters, a big fiberglass 
log to climb through, a jungle gym, 
an oversized tic-tac-toe game, ropes 
to swing on and just about anything 
else a child could think of. 

Missy Sorbo, councilwoman and 
member of the park board which or-
ganized the new equipment, said, 
“We finished Monday morning, Aug. 
17. We brought in 161 cubic yards of 
engineered wood chips.” She looked 
up at gathering rainclouds and pre-
dicted, “Even with the rain I think 
we’ll get our ribbon cut today and the 
kids can play.” She was right, after a 
sprinkle or two the sun came out and 

dried everything off in time. Jamie 
Beckstrand, another council person 
who attended said, “T and T Tiling 
removed the old equipment, Ron 
Fischer had a hand in that.” Beck-
strand was also responsible for the 
giant scissors used to cut the ribbon.   

Waseca County Sheriff Jay Dulas 
was also present, attempting to hand 
a sticker to councilman Cody 
Schnepf’s daughter, who couldn’t get 
her face out of her father’s back long 
enough to take the sticker, so shy was 
she. 

Sorbo has walked a long road to 
bring the park to this milestone. She 
has worked with community 
members to organize fundraising 
events for the past year while also 

keeping the council informed of the 
proceedings. She and other commit-
tee members selected the playground 
equipment to be installed. She noted, 
however, that the work continues: 
“So far we’ve raised $69,014 out of 
$123,000 needed to pay this off.” 
The committee continues to watch 
for grants available from government 
and private agencies to cover all-ac-
cessible upgrades. During Waldorf 
Days there will be plenty of places to 
give free will donations as well. 

Mayor Rob Wilkening was present 
during the ribbon cutting and said, “I 
think this is just the start of getting 
more families into this town. Waldorf 
is growing right now at a rate of 21 
percent since 2020 and I, for one, 

want to see that continue. If we keep 
on with initiatives like this, I see con-
ditions here only improving.” When 
those in attendance asked about the 
degrading condition of the ballfield, 
he replied, “We just can’t find the 
funding to fix that up right now, I 

would love to, but we can’t.” When 
asked, he estimated it had been 
nearly two decades since the Waldorf 
Wood Ducks had been able to play 
on their home field.  

Waldorf celebrates opening of 
All-accessible playground 

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

Bordering Toners Lake about half-
way between Janesville and Water-
ville is Toners Lake Karting (TLK), 
a place for people to race go-karts, or 
watch go-kart races, whichever they 
were in the mood for, and there were 
lots of them on Sunday, Aug. 16. 

TLK is open from May through 
October, and usually hosts 10 to 12 
big races per year. There are four 
adult classes and eight kid classes, 
the youngest allowed to race is five 
years old. Those 16 years and up are 
considered adults. There’s not a lot 
of money in the races, occasionally 
there will be a special cash race, but 
the main “prizes” are a trophy and 
bragging rights. The karts have 
horsepower ratings between 12 and 
15, and can reach speeds a little over 
52 mph. 

As the Pioneer crossed the circular 
racetrack to the center to take photos, 
little go-karts were spilling onto the 
track, owner Mark Wolff warned, 
“Careful around these little guys, 

they’re only five years old.” As he 
said this, six children zoomed past in 
mini go-karts and Wolff continued, 
“Being this young, you can only ex-
pect so much.” The little kids looked 
like pros, with around ten laps to 
complete there was only one spin-
out, which left one young driver fac-
ing the wrong way. As Mark was 
watching, it became clear the engine 
of the spun vehicle had died. While 
Mark hightailed it over to him, 
another small driver bumped into the 
kart that stalled. Mark slid the second 
kart out of the way and pulled on the 
ignition cord to start the stalled one; 
off the vehicle went, with the other 
not far behind. A single circle of the 
track constitutes one tenth of a mile; 
the driving space is 35 feet wide. 

Marissa Tourville, a daughter to 
one of the owners, said to the sound 
of go-karts speeding around, “We’ve 
been busy this year with a lot of karts 
because of the mid-central series. It 
extends from a lot of tracks around 
southern Minnesota, northern Wis-
consin, northern Iowa and we’re one 

of them, and proud to be. I believe 
we had 65 entries today, something 
like that. The most go-kart racers 
we’ve had out here at one time was 
75. Spectators, we’ve had 200 or so: 
It gets pretty busy.” She looked up at 
the sky, the sun was shining, for a 
while now, with all the rain lately the 
tracks had gotten too wet to race on. 
One of the photos on the Toners Lake 
Karting website was a picture of the 
owners on tubes floating on the track 
a few weeks ago, just to show how 
wet everything was. Continued Mar-
issa, “A lot of the racers here today 
are from the races yesterday in Cedar 
Lake, Wisconsin.” She wasn’t sure 
where they were headed next. 

Jan Wolff, married to Mark and 
co-owner of the track, drove up on 
her green golf cart and said, “We 
usually have 10 races per season, un-
less something happens. During 
Covid we could only race like twice 
that year. I retired from Walmart last 
year and stepped down from helping 
a lot during the races. I bring coolers 
of bottled water for the racers when 

they’re thirsty. Otherwise, I try to say 
hi to everyone when I can.” Her 
blond-headed grandson ran up with 
a red bottle of Gatorade, behind him 
was his mother Marissa who was 
holding a big glass of lemonade from 
the vendor Bizzy Blends and she 
said, “They have a drink named after 
us called TLK lemonade.” She took 
a drink and said, “It tastes different 
than lemonade, but I can’t put my 
finger on what it is.” While she con-
templated her drink, the racetrack 
flagger waved his green starting flag 
and another race got started. 

Marissa said everyone working at 
TLK were volunteers who give their 
time because they love the sport. She 
added, “We are always looking for 
volunteers to come out and help us. 
We’re all volunteering and there’s 
not a lot of tracks around who can 
say that!” For those wishing to see 
one of these races, anyone can attend 
at 8747 415th Avenue in Janesville 
southeast of Reeds Lake. Or find 
Toners Lake Karting on their Face-
book page. 

A place to talk, race or watch go-kart races

A ribbon-cutting ceremony the evening of Thursday, Aug. 20, celebrated the installation of new all-accessible play equipment in the Waldorf city park near the baseball field. Above left: City leaders 
(from left) Mayor Rob Wilkening, park board members Wanda Hendricks, Renee and Inara Cordes, and councilwoman Missy Sorbo and Jamie Beckstrand take part in the ceremony. At right, city res-
idents enjoy the newly installed equipment.           Pioneer photos by Ben Revermann

Kimber Zimmer was relaxing before her race at Toners Lake 
Karting on Sunday, Aug. 16, 2026.

Jan Wolff and her grandson Weldyn Tourville were enjoying 
the go-kart races at Toners Lake Karting on Sunday, Aug. 16, 
2026.

Ragen Madsen was gearing up for her big race at Toners Lake 
Karting on Sunday, Aug.16, 2026.

In front of 5B was Bristol Greenfield, and 4L was Lucas Green-
field during the latest go-kart races at Toners Lake Karting on 
Sunday, Aug. 16, 2026.               Pioneer photos by Ben Revermann

Gavin Underdahl was one of the go-kart racers at Toners Lake 
Karting on Sunday, Aug. 16, 2026.
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South Korea had begun in 1950; a 
ceasefire agreement was reached in 
1953. Although U.S. forces were still 
stationed in the country, Kenny re-
members recognizing that he was 
part of a drawdown process. 

“They called me an MP [Military 
Policeman],” he remembers of his 
job in Korea. “But I was just a 
guard.” 

He and his platoon, he explained, 
would be stationed two at a time on 
trains. They weren’t assigned to pro-
tect the entire train, but only the box-
cars which happened to be carrying 
goods or equipment belonging to 
U.S. forces. One guard–the one with 
the higher rank–would get the more 
comfortable seat in the engine. 

As a private, Kenny was always 
stationed at the end of the train, 
usually in a boxcar. Temperature 
control consisted of deciding 
whether to have the car doors open 
or closed. Seating was either on 
some of the materials being trans-
ported or the floor. 

“The job was pretty boring, really, 
with no one to talk to. 

“I would sit and watch the grass go 
by.” 

As for guarding military property, 
he recalls never being called upon to 
prevent any theft or incursion. A 
vivid memory for him, though, is the 
sympathy he felt for the Korean cit-
izens whom he would see working in 
the rice paddies. Poorly clothed and 
thin, their appearance showed what a 
hardship the war had been. 

“The trains didn’t move all that 
fast, and they would stop at stations 
or even just out on the tracks some-
where,” Kenny recalls. He and his 
platoon members shared stories of 
small interactions. One was a com-
ment on the quality of the “ready to 
eat” meals supplied by the military. 

“We had this canned hamburger,” 
he describes. “Sometimes we would 
throw some to the people in the 
fields, and they would throw it right 
back,” he says with a chuckle. 

Other elements of the job were no 
laughing matter. The trains often in-
cluded open-topped cars piled high 
with coal. “When people would steal 
the coal,” he remembers of some of 
the cargo on the train, “I would just 

sit there and watch.”  
In fact, he sympathized. “They 

didn’t have anything else to keep 
warm, or maybe to cook their food,” 
he remembers thinking as people 
would take risks climbing up on top 
of the mounds of coal and tossing it 
down for others to collect. “I was 
glad it wasn’t my job to stop them.” 

While in Korea, Kenny received 
the news a second child was on the 
way. Marla still has a shoebox-sized 
tote filled with the letters she sent 
Kenny during his time in the service, 
all mailed with 3-cent stamps. 

Kenny admits he wrote only occa-
sionally. “It would have been telling 
about the same things over and 
over,” he justifies. “And what was 
there to say?” 

In his free time, Kenny sometimes 
visited and helped at Korean orphan-
ages. “There were a lot of them,” he 
remembers–meaning both the facil-
ities and the orphans they housed. 
Despite the language barrier, Kenny 
says he played with and tried to en-
tertain the children for a few hours 
during his visits, which he enjoyed. 
“I figured if I couldn’t be with my 
own children, at least I could help 
some other ones,” he recalls. 

By the time he received “just a 
square little postcard” notifying him 
he had a second son, Kenny’s pla-
toon had moved to Japan, where he 
fulfilled the second year of his de-
ployment. 

His new assignment was very dif-
ferent from the nearly sleepy feel of 
his time in Korea. 

In terms of his everyday duties in 
Japan, Kenny comments, “I got 
lucky.” Not long after his arrival, he 
was approached by “a young kid” 
who asked only “Do you know how 
to type?” 

When Kenny’s answer was yes, he 
was informed, “You’ve got the job!” 

Turns out, the “kid” was finishing 
his tour of duty and had apparently 
been told to find his own replace-
ment, the only named qualification 
for which was the ability to properly 
place one’s fingers on the home row 
of a typewriter and then hit the cor-
rect keys. Kenny says he was an 
adequate typist, but was not asked to 
prove that in any way before being 
taken on as a clerk. 

The job made it possible for him 
to be among the first in line at the 
mess hall, and it meant he spent his 
working time indoors, in an office, 
rather than out in the field perform-

ing physical tasks–except during 
training exercises. 

“These guys, they were about as 
gung-ho as you could get,” he ob-
serves. “They went on a lot of drills.” 
A particularly vivid recollection for 
him was being part of a training ex-
ercise during which the navy, air 
force and army cooperated in an am-
phibious takeover of a small island. 

He remembers being somewhat 
awed by the size and number of the 
machines and people involved. Ho-
wever, his most vivid memory is 
feeling as if he might drown as water 
washed over the sides and began fill-
ing his open-topped amphibious 
troop transport vehicle. “It was a lot 
of water,” he says, shaking his head. 

Then one blessed day his tour of 
duty ended and it was time to go 
home. Kenny can’t help laughing as 
he remembers packing a duffel bag 
full of his uniforms, then being told 
by someone in charge of the flight, 
“You can’t take all that.” 

“So I dumped it out,” he says 
lightheartedly. “I never wanted all 
that stuff anyway.” 

He returned home using a series of 
different transports, none of which 
were particularly efficient. In one 
case, a train car he and some fellow 
veterans were riding in was simply 
left parked in a train yard overnight. 
But eventually, his father picked him 
up from a bus station in the Twin 
Cities and brought him home to Wa-
terville. Kenny remembers walking 
toward Marla and his two sons, one 
of whom he was seeing for the first 
time and the other of whom was a 
much different boy from the baby he 
had said goodbye to. Though he 
knew who they were, he also felt as 
if he didn’t know them. 

The feeling was mutual. Marla had 
been showing the babies pictures of 
their father and telling them he 
would return, but still he was some-
thing of a stranger to them as he ar-
rived. 

Kenny acknowledges that, ho-
wever tough it had been for him in 
the army, it had been at least as chal-
lenging at home for Marla, who was 
taking care of two young children on 
her own. “Sometimes, you’re sur-
prised at what you can do,” says 
Marla, remembering that time. Both 
acknowledge it was made bearable 
mostly because of assistance and 
support from Kenny’s parents, 
whose house was next door. 

The two went on to raise their 
family in Waterville, gradually add-
ing on to the small house Marla had 
lived in while Kenny was away. 
Marla was a stay at home mom. 
Kenny worked at a few jobs before 
getting one at Brown Printing that 
lasted for decades until his retire-

ment. Except for an occasional 
family trip, neither did much travel-
ing.  

Now, at 93, Kenny is scheduled to 
take part in a Sept. 16  “Freedom 
Honor Flight,” a whirlwind tour of 
the memorials and monuments in 
Washington, D.C. offered to qualify-
ing veterans at no cost.  

Honor flights are a nationwide 
non-profit initiative to give aging and 
terminally ill veterans the opportu-
nity to visit the memorials erected in 
our nation’s capital to commemorate 
the conflicts they served in and the 
sacrifices they made. Kenny’s trip is 
through the North Star Hub of the or-
ganization, which serves 15 southern 
Minnesota counties. Priority for the 
trips is given to veterans who served 
during World War II or the conflicts 
in Korea and Vietnam; most are in 
their 80s or 90s. 

The one-day trip includes an early 
morning departure from the Roches-
ter International Airport and coach 
bus transportation taking them to 
many memorials and to Arlington 
National Cemetery. Elements of 
honor and acknowledgement take 
place throughout the day, sometimes 
including a special greeting at the 
D.C. airport or even a police escort 
to ensure the buses can meet their 
tight schedule in busy traffic. 

Each veteran on the flights is ac-
companied by a “guardian,” a family 
member or assigned volunteer who 
provides support and generally looks 
out for his or her welfare. There is no 
cost to the veteran; guardians pay for 
their flights. 

Kenny says he is looking forward 
to the trip, and expresses gratitude 
his daughter, Sherry Volkmann, is 
able to join him. 

Never having been to Washington, 
D.C., Kenny expects it will be quite 
a learning experience for him. Hav-
ing once set foot on Iwo Jima island, 
the site of an intense battle near the 
close of World War II, he looks for-
ward to seeing that particular memo-
rial, but expects to appreciate them 
all. 

As for being honored for his serv-
ice, he says yes, 1954 and ‘55 im-
posed hardships on him, more in the 
form of being away from his wife 
and children than in terms of risks to 
his safety or health. The difficulties 
he faced abroad and those Marla 
overcame back home helped them 
feel grateful for the everyday, mid-
western lifestyle they went on to de-
velop together. He looks forward to 
the stories he will have to share when 
he returns. 

“It should be quite a trip,” he pre-
dicts. 

■ Honor 
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By BEN REVERMANN 
and Elizabeth Anselmo 
A piece of Waseca County his-

tory that spent decades out of the 
public eye is now the centerpiece 
of the Waseca County Historical 
Society’s newest presentation, “48 
Stars: Then and Now.” This ex-
hibit pairs historic black-and-
white photographs of the 36-foot 
by 19-foot 48-star flag recently 
discovered in storage at the 
Waseca County Fairgrounds with 
recently taken color photographs 
taken in 2026. The museum dis-
play also includes dresses and mil-
itary uniforms from the 1940s, 
adding context to the period in 
which the flag was used. 

Open through Sept. 30, the dis-
play is an extension of the Soci-
ety’s popular pop-up exhibit 
featured at the Waseca County 
Free Fair in July. It tells the story 
of an oversized 48-star American 
flag dating from the 1940s and 
offers visitors a glimpse into the 
community and the nation during 
that era. The flag was discovered 
in June 2025 at Hodgson Hall on 
the Waseca County Fairgrounds. 
Features regarding the flag ap-
peared first in the Waseca County 
Pioneer, followed by the Mankato 
Free Press, then KEYC prepared a 
news segment that ran locally; fi-
nally the flag was featured by 
CNN. Its discovery brought to 

light a remarkable piece of local 
history, including photographs 
showing the flag being carried in 
Waseca area parades during the 
1940s. 

The 48-star flag was the official 
flag of the United States from 
1912 until 1959, when Alaska and 
Hawaii joined the Union, updating 
the needed number of stars to 50. 
Today, any surviving 48-star flags 
provide a tangible connection to 
an important period in American 
history. 

A special event related to the ex-
hibit will occur Saturday, Sept. 19, 
when the flag will return to public 
display as part of the 39th Annual 
Waseca Marching Classic parade. 
This will be the first time the flag 
has been on public display in more 
than 60 years. 

The Historical Society is excited 
to share this important artifact 
with the community once again. 
Following the parade, the flag will 
be carefully placed in the Society’s 
climate-controlled museum ar-
chives for future generations. 

“48 Stars: Then and Now” is 
open through Sept. 30 at the 
Waseca County Historical Society. 
Admission is always free. The mu-
seum is open Tuesday through Fri-
day, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

For more information, call the 
Waseca County Historical Society 
at 507-835-7700. 

‘48 Stars: Then and Now’

A piece of history

Above: A photo taken by the Waseca County Sheriff's Of-
fice drone shows the giant 48-star flag discovered among the 
Waseca County Historical Society's possessions during a 
ceremony and photo session held this past summer. About 
35 people encircle it to keep it stretched tight.  Below, a 
group of veterans unrolled the oversized flag which saw day-
light for the first time in decades in June.

By MPR 
Health insurance premiums for 

thousands of Minnesotans are ex-
pected to increase in 2027. 

The proposed rate hikes are prima-
rily driven by rising healthcare costs, 
inflation, and the expiration of en-
hanced Affordable Care Act tax 
credits that previously made coverage 
more accessible for many consumers. 

Premium increases would affect 
Minnesotans who purchase either in-
dividual or small group health insur-
ance directly from insurers or through 
MNsure, Minnesota’s health insur-
ance marketplace. 

Insurers in the ACA marketplace 
are requesting a median rate increase 
of about 15 percent across all 50 states 
in 2027. This marks the second con-
secutive year of double-digit premium 
hikes, according to an analysis by 
KFF, a nonprofit health policy re-
search, polling, and news organiza-
tion. 

Preliminary rate filings from the 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
indicate that the state’s insurers are 
seeking average premium increases 
ranging from 10 percent to 13 percent 
for 2027 plans on the individual mar-
ket, and between 7 percent and 21 
percent on the small group market. 

“We had some unprecedentedly 

high rate increases last year. But these 
are still on the higher end; they're over 
10 percent, and that's significant for a 
lot of Minnesotans,” Minnesota’s 
temporary commissioner of com-
merce Julia Dreier said. 

Rate increases would affect hun-
dreds of thousands 

About 200,000 Minnesotans get 
health insurance through the small 
group market, which includes busi-
nesses with two to 50 full-time em-
ployees. Additionally, around 190,000 
state residents are covered by the in-
dividual health insurance market, 
available to those who do not qualify 
for employer-sponsored plans or pub-
lic programs like Medicare or Medi-
caid. 

One of the state’s carriers, Medica, 
has proposed the highest increase in 
the individual market at 13 percent, 
while others, including Blue Plus, 
HealthPartners and Quartz, are re-
questing adjustments between 10 per-
cent and 12 percent. 

Health insurance costs can vary 
based on where a person lives in the 
state and their family's specific needs. 

“We have rating regions,” Dreier 
said. “So, if you live in Duluth, you 
might pay a different rate for the same 
plan than what you would pay in the 
Twin Cities metro area.” 

She also mentioned that insurance 

companies can adjust prices based on 
age, within certain restrictions, and 
may charge higher premiums to older 
individuals. 

Expiring tax credits add pressure 
The proposed rate increases follow 

President Donald Trump’s extensive 
tax and spending package that cut 
nearly $1 trillion from Medicaid last 
year, a move that is expected to have 
widespread consequences, resulting in 
nearly 12 million Americans becom-
ing uninsured over the next decade. 

At the end of 2025, Congress chose 
not to extend the federal ACA en-
hanced premium tax credits. 

Congress created the enhanced sub-
sidies in 2021 during the COVID-19 
pandemic. They increased the value 
of existing ACA tax credits and elim-
inated the previous income cap, al-
lowing more people to qualify for 
financial assistance through market-
places such as MNsure. 

The expiration of these tax credits 
led to a decrease in enrollment in 
2026, according to KFF. Healthier en-
rollees were more likely to drop their 
coverage as a result. Consequently, 
MNsure health insurance enrollment 
fell by over 17,000 in May 2026 com-
pared to May 2025. Insurers in the in-
dividual market expect further 
deterioration in 2027 due to the expi-
ration of these enhanced tax credits. 

Data from the Minnesota Health 
Access Survey show that the percent-
age of Minnesotans who went without 
health insurance increased from 3.8 
percent in 2023 to 5.8 percent in 2025. 
This represents approximately 
116,000 additional individuals with-
out insurance, indicating that the 
state’s uninsured rate has climbed 
from an all-time low to the highest 
level in six years. 

The trend has raised concerns that 
rising premiums and reduced finan-
cial assistance could lead to further 
losses in coverage. 

Final rates expected in October 
The proposed rates are not yet final. 

The Minnesota Department of Com-
merce is reviewing insurers' filings to 
determine whether the requested in-
creases are supported by the com-
panies' underlying data and projected 
costs. 

Dreier said insurers can adjust their 
proposed rates during the summer as 
the review continues. 

The state is expected to release final 
2027 health insurance rates by Oct. 1. 
The new rates will apply to coverage 
beginning Jan. 1, 2027. 

Minnesotans can submit public 
comments as part of the rate review 
process by emailing HealthInsu-
rance.DivisionRequests@state.mn.us.

Health insurance rates expected to climb in 2027 

 “I figured if I couldn’t be with my own 
children, at least I could help some 
other ones.”                        — Kenny Rohl

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610

teschservice@mediacombb.net

Tesch Service Center
Family-Owned Automotive Repair 
• wheel alignments
• brake services
• suspension repairs
• towing & more!
Call us today!
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SWEET SOMMERS VFW POST 1642    August 2026 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 QUEEN OF 
HEARTS D 
RAWING 5pm 

2 3 4 COAST 
GUARD DAY 

5 6pm Bar Bingo 6 7pm BINGO 7 Purple 
Heart Day 
Meat Raffle 5:30 

8 QUEEN OF 
HEARTS 
DRAWING 5pm 

9 10 7 pm Post 
& AUX. 
Meeting 

11 12 6pm Bar Bingo 13 7pm 
BINGO 

14 Navajo Code 
Talkers Day 
MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
 

15 QUEEN OF 
HEARTS 
DRAWING 5pm 

16 17 18 19 6pm Bar Bingo 20 7pm 
BINGO 

21 MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 6:30pm 

 

22 QUEEN OF 
HEARTS 
DRAWING 5pm 

23 24 25 26 6pm Bar Bingo 27 7pm 
BINGO  

28 MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 6:30pm 

 

29 QUEEN OF 
HEARTS 
DRAWING 5pm 

30 31      

HOURS OF OPERATION 
SUN.– MON. CLOSED 
TUE.– 1pm to 11pm Tue. Is Lady’s nite 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 from 4 to 6pm. 
WED.– SAT.-1pm to 11 pm 
POST & AUX MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license number 00385 

OWATONNA, Minn., August 5, 
2026 - The Trust for Civic Life has 
awarded $7.6 million to 20 new 
Civic Hub grantees, local groups ac-
ross rural America working to re-
build trust and connection outside of 
politics, including $400,000 to 
Southern Minnesota Initiative Foun-
dation (SMIF). It’s the Trust’s third 
round of grants as a philanthropic 
collaborative that brings together 
national funders of various back-
grounds and ideologies to invest in 
locally led civic efforts as a strategy 
for addressing the country’s deep di-
vides. 

“Local ownership is the bedrock 
of civic life," shared Benya Kraus, 
SMIF president and CEO. "Having 
an equity stake in the future of your 
downtown, your school system or 
your local river fosters both individ-
ual responsibility and a mutual reli-
ance on your neighbor. We need the 
financial, knowledge and social cap-
ital to flow towards this truth.” 

Trust funding will advance three 
priorities: expanding local own-
ership of community assets, 
strengthening regional collaboration 
and investing in the next generation 
of civic leaders. SMIF will help 
communities explore new financing 
tools, access resources and build the 

relationships that support long-term 
community participation. 

Since the Trust launched in 2024, 
it has invested nearly $27 million 
into rural regions, which receive just 
3 percent of national philanthropic 
funding. The new funding follows 
the Trust’s latest survey of more 
than 1,000 rural community 
members, which found that trust in 
national institutions is eroding but 
trust, agency and belonging all re-
main strong locally, and are closely 
tied to neighbors taking action to-
gether. 

“Americans are telling us that na-
tional politics are leaving them frus-
trated and without agency, but they 
still feel connected to their own 
communities and believe they can 
effect change where they live and 
work,” said Charlie Brown, execu-
tive director of the Trust for Civic 
Life. “That’s a powerful insight, and 
we see it reflected in the work of 
each of our new Civic Hub grantees. 
Our goal is to get more funding into 
the hands of those who have already 
built trust locally and know what in-
spires their neighbors to participate 
in their communities.” 

Each year, the Trust directs its 
funding to Civic Hubs, embedded 
local groups that respond to com-

munity needs and turn bystanders 
into participants, building the con-
ditions to sustain civic life over the 
long term. These three-year grants 
are a rare source of flexible funding 
in rural regions, and this year’s 
grants ranged from $300,000 to 
$425,000 per organization. 

All 20 of the new grantees report 
operating amid community division 
or polarization, and a third say it 
regularly disrupts daily life. They 
are responding by drawing people 
into community life through many 
entry points: disaster relief, cultural 
celebration, shared physical spaces, 
entrepreneurship, intergenerational 
connection and youth engagement. 

The work looks different in every 
community. In Arkansas, a grantee 
brings businesses, nonprofits, gov-
ernment and residents together at a 
repurposed school to collaborate in 
ways they never have before. In the 
Southwest borderlands, youth re-
store the landscapes and watersheds 
around them. In western North Car-
olina, a tribal cultural museum pro-
vides free programming on Native 
art, history and language and creates 
space for community members to 
reclaim and practice their traditions. 

Eighty-five percent of grantees 
plan to use the funding for civic op-

portunities that help community 
members build relationships and 
solve local problems together; 
others will direct it toward opera-
tions, third spaces and community 
lending. Nearly a quarter of grantees 
already have co-funding committed 
from regional funders, showing the 
catalytic effect of Trust grants and 
advancing the Trust’s goal of co-
ordinating greater support for lo-
cally led civic work. 

From the border communities of 
Arizona to small towns in Maine, 
the new grantees reach across 16 
states, with 70 percent serving red 
states and 30 percent serving blue 
states. More than half of the Trust’s 
funding goes to four priority re-
gions: Central Appalachia, the Black 
Belt, the Southwest Border and 
Tribal Lands, with the rest support-
ing rural communities in transition, 
including those navigating the loss 
of a major employer or other signif-
icant economic or demographic 
change. 

Since launching in 2024, the Trust 
has supported more than 250 groups 
and programs, including 66 Civic 
Hubs. It expects to award an ad-
ditional $2 million in small grants in 
partnership with its Civic Hub net-
work by the end of 2026.

Trust for Civic Life awards $400,000

———————————— 
Soil Water Conservation 
District (SWCD) Board 
Meeting November 12 

The SWCD will be holding its 
monthly board meeting at 6:30 
p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 12. The 
meetings will be held in the 
SWCD offices located at 300 
North State Street - Door 4. 

———————————— 
CredibleMind offers free 
mental health  
resources 

All area residents are eligible to 
use free online access to mental 
health resources available at 
MNPrairie’s “CredibleMind” web-
site.  

The site offers interactive, ev-
idence-based ways to explore local 

and national mental well-being re-
sources. Free and anonymous at 
www.mnprairie.crediblemind.com  

———————————— 
Waldorf Veterans  
Memorial Fund Drive 

Donations are requested to 
support the construction of the 
Waldorf Veterans Memorial. 
Checks written to WVMP Fund 
Drive can be mailed to WVMP 
Fund Drive; Judy Joecks, treas-
urer; P.O. Box 55; Waldorf, MN 
56091. Questions can be di-
rected to Charlie Barnes at 
(763) 286-2246. 

———————————— 
Shepherd’s Robe Free 
store Tuesdays from 1-3 
and 5-7 p.m. 

The Shepherd’s Robe free store 
offers clothing, supplies, and much 
more for free to all interested parties. 
The store is located at Vista Covenant 
Church, 14679 275th Avenue, New 
Richland.

■ Briefs 
 from Page 3

By JIM LUTGENS 
Staff Writer 

The season ended for the 
Waseca Braves amateur baseball 
team with a 4-2 loss to Brownton 
in the opening round of the Class 
C state tournament at the Mini-
Met in Jordan. 

"It was a tough loss," said 
Braves coach Tink Larson. "I was 
confident going into the game, and 
when we went up 2-0 after two in-
nings, and with Tyson Reger on 
the mound, I felt even better about 
our chances." 

But Brownton rallied, scoring 
four unanswered runs. 

"Our offense went dead after the 
second inning, as we had only 

three baserunners the rest of the 
game," said Larson. 

An oddity in the scoring was 
Brownton scoring three of its four 
runs on sacrifice flies. 

After losing the first three 
games of the season, the Braves 
went 14-6 the rest of the way. 
They finished the season with a 
14-9 win-loss record. 

"We had a lot of young players 
in the lineup this year, and we 
hope they continue to improve," 
said Larson, who added, "Ob-
viously, it was a disappointment to 
lose, but we had a great year with 
winning the region tournament 
and getting to the state tournament 
for the first time in 10 years."

Braves season 
ends at state

LAST WALK - Braves manager Blake Nelson walks from 
the mound after talking to pitcher Tyson Reger.  

Get your news in the Pioneer 
• news@wasecacountypioneer.com 

• Call (507) 837-6767 
• Stop in person 111 W. Elm Ave.

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

It was a beautiful and sunny day 
during a special dedication at the 
Veterans Memorial during Waldorf 
Days on Saturday, Aug. 22. The city 
unveiled a brand-new structure in the 
Veterans Memorial Garden under the 
flag poles, the First Responders me-
morial statue. 

Veteran Charlie Barnes opened the 
dedication ceremony. Barnes not 
only donated the land where  the Vet-
erans Memorial Garden and gazebo 
are located, but also spearheaded the 
effort to get the memorial erected. 
His tireless work, including attend-
ing city council meetings and doing 
much of the work on the gazebo him-
self, brought the park to its present 
state of progress. It has taken years 
to get to this point but as Barnes re-
minded everyone, “We’re not done 
with it yet; there will still be a walk 
of honor leading from the sidewalk 
to the gazebo. We’re hoping to have 
that installed and finished next year.” 

He gave an opening speech before 
the memorial was displayed to a 
good-sized crowd of around a hun-
dred people. 

In the Memorial Garden, behind 
three flagpoles displaying the 
POW/MIA flag, the Minnesota State 
Flag and the American flag, sat the 
statue, an eagle coming in for a land-
ing. On the front of the structure, fac-
ing the veterans memorial is a plaque 
that Barnes read aloud: “The First 
Responders Memorial: In honor of 
those who served, In tribute to those 
who perished, In gratitude of those 
now serving. Courage, Strength, 
Service, Thank You!” These words 
had among them the symbols of the 
Police, Sheriff, Fire Department and 
Emergency Medical Technicians 
(EMTs). There was a round of ap-
plause as participants gently re-
moved the covering to reveal the 
statue. Barnes introduced the day's 
speaker, “Waseca County Sheriff Jay 
Dulas.” 

Dulas observed, “This is such an 

honor to be with everyone today.” He 
recognized Charlie Barnes and his 
vision that made these memorials 
possible. “A memorial like this does 
more than mark a place, it tells a 
story and reminds future generations 
of the courage, commitment and sac-
rifice of the people who answer the 
call when our community needs 
them most. Charlie’s vision helped 
create a lasting tribute here in Wal-
dorf that will continue to honor first 
responders for many years to come. 

“Charlie, thank you for seeing the 
importance of this memorial and 
helping turn that vision into some-
thing meaningful for our entire com-
munity and all of Waseca County.” 
He went on to say that first re-
sponders aren’t just flashing lights 
and emergency rooms. Behind every 
badge, uniform and every call for 
help is a person who has made a 
commitment to be there when some-
one else is having the most difficult 
moment of their lives. They respond 
to difficult and often dangerous situ-

ations yet protect our families. Like 
firefighters who answer the call dur-
ing all times of the day, and night. 
When officers are running away 
from danger, firefighters are seen 
running towards it. He also reminded 
everyone of the families of first re-
sponders, “How sending their loved 
ones into the mouth of danger has an 
effect on the families as well.” 

As Dulas spoke, the sounds of 
children playing tag a block over ac-
companied his solemn words. The 
tink/tink sound of the flags dinging 
the flag poles as they blew in the 
wind could be heard as he spoke. 
Those spectators who attended the 
dedication listened quietly, until 
Sheriff Dulas concluded, “To every 
police officer, deputy, EMT, fire-
fighter, dispatcher, doctor, para-
medic, nurses and all emergency 
professionals here today, Thank You 
for answering that call.” 

There was a warm round of ap-
plause as the Waldorf Days festiv-
ities resumed. 

Barnes unveils First Responders Memorial
Charlie Barnes, who donated the land where the Waldorf Veterans Memorial Park is located, opened the dedication ceremony for 

the First Responders Memorial the morning of Saturday, Aug. 22.                                                           Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann
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25 years ago  

- Kristin Jessen turned the New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-
Geneva Junior Miss title over to Kathleen Byron, Friday night at 
the reviews at the Albert Lea Theatre. Kathleen placed in four cat-
egories at the program, including: poise, interview, scholastic and 
talent. She earned several scholarships and a sitting at Bonebrake’s 
Photography., Michelle Dobberstein was first runner up.  

- Fifty years ago, in the summer of 1951, two churches, Bethel and 
Immanuel, joined congregations and buildings to become Blooming 
Grove United Methodist Church. To celebrate this anniversary, Bloom-
ing Grove United Methodist will hold its 8th Annual "Summer Night of 
Music” at 7:00 p.m., Saturday, August 25th.  

- Amy Chicos, daughter of James and Renee Chicos of New Richland, 
and Amy Sack, daughter of Mary and Al Sack of New Richland, have 
been awarded $7,500 Presidents Scholars by the College of Saint Bene-
dict / Saint John’s University for the 2001-2002 academic year. Chicos 
and Sack are first-year students at CSB.  

50 Years Back 

- The grand champion Beef Steer in 4-H Competition at the 
Weseca County Fair was shown by Dana Dane, pictured here with 
his animal. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dane of Pember-
ton. He also received the Grand Champion Senior Showman award. 
Reserve champion in the Embroidery division was Carla Blashack, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Balshack of Waldorf.  

- Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sullivan of Rochester announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Renee Irenen Sullivan, to James Michael Chicos, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Chicos of New Richland.  

75 Years Back 
- Eugene Casselman, director of the Gustavus Adolphus college choir 

personnel for the coming year. Virginia Swenson, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank A. Swanson of New Richland has been chosen a member of 
the choir.  

- Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Hagen of Owatonna became th eparents of their 
first son, Jerry Leslie, born Saturday, September 15. The Hagens have 
a daughter, Ione, aged four.  

- Mrs. H. O. Schwenke, announces the engagement of her daughter, 
Elaine to Gottfried Reman son of Mr. and Mrs. Emil Reiman of Ree 
Heights, S. D. A spring wedding is planned.  

New Richland

sionally drift downward and begin 
to flatten before being lifted again 
by another kite tied higher up on 
the same rope. 

Sculptures were rotated as the 
four-hour display continued; in the 
air about halfway through the 
show were colorful “mantas” 30 or 
more feet long, a brightly cheerful 
death’s head mask with many long, 
slender tails trailing behind it, a 
gorilla, a colorful penguin, a 10-
foot long frog, and the zebra. 

Also present for the display 
were some hobby “kiters” from the 
Twin Cities. Dalton Byers explains 
he and some friends decided to 
come to town when they saw ad-

vance publicity for the display on 
Facebook. The small group had 
numerous kites in the air in the 
northeast area of the grounds; most 
people present probably believed 
them to be associated with Great 
American Kites, but that was not 
the case. 

Among the sculptures brought 
by Byers and his friends were an 
orca, a sturgeon-like fish, a pair of 
eyeballs each about four feet in di-
ameter, a trilobite and a sculpture 
reminiscent of a stone head from 
Easter Island. 

Byers said that as a hobby kiter, 
he owns about 30 of the fabric 
sculptures, including a model of 
Cleopatra which is about 100 feet 
long and 30 feet wide. He said he 
had not brought that kite along be-
cause “it takes a really big space to 
get her up in the air.” 

■ Kites 
 from Page 1

cornhole tournament due to begin 
at 10 a.m. There will be two di-
visions: professional and social. 
Teams can either sign up just prior 
to the tournament, or pre-register 
using the link 
https://forms.gle/2YF9XpCFletB3
hXG6. 

Activities suitable for children 
and families begin at 11 a.m. They 
include face painting, bounce 
houses, wagon rides, caricature 
drawings, bingo games, a display 

of first responder vehicles, and 
food trucks. 

Luminaries will be sold for $10 
throughout the day and will be lit 
at dusk in memory of loved ones. 

A 2 p.m. ceremony will include 
a memorial folding of the flag and 
moments of silence, and playing of 
taps for fallen officers. Guest 
speaker will be Renee Worke. 

Three authors will be on hand 
selling and signing books relevant 
to the day. Gary Eustice, one of 
Don’s sons, will have his book 
Playing Cops and Other Stories I 
Tell Fairly Well. Lisa Lovering 
will have We Will Remember. 
Andy Mario will offer his book 
The Klinefelter Legacy: A Story of 
Faith, Family and Forgiveness. 

The band Lead Penny will per-
form from 2 to 5 p.m.; Zendix 
from 5 to 7:30 p.m.; and Three 
Hour Download from 8 to 11:30 
p.m. 

Many details and links are avail-
able by searching for the event on 
Facebook or at doneustice.org. Fi-
nancial support for planning and 
operating the Sept. 5 celebration 
was provided by the Waseca Area 
Foundation and by the Waseca 
Sleigh and Cutter organization. 

■ Eustice 
 from Page 3

This large display was managed by Great American Kites 
and Events and arranged for by the Waseca Sleigh and Cutter 
Festival. Dozens of people at a time came and went during 
the four-hour presentation which featured kites up to 40 feet 
long.                                                   Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Rick’s Appliance

Hours
M-F .... 7:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat ..... 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sunday ................. Closed

Visit our new Showroom!
405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

507-461-9615
Sales & Service

ricksappliancewaseca.com

Waseca Music 
C O M P A N Y

5 0 7 - 8 3 5 - 2 9 8 0
1 1 1  S o u t h  S t a t e  S t r e e t

YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STORE
Band Instruments • Repairs

Guitars • CD, DVD, & Vinyl

We are accepting 
applications for:

1 bedroom apartments
Income guidelines apply

Vouchers accepted

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom 
Rent based on income

Professionally managed by:

SUMMIT
ON SECOND

APARTMENTS
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

507-201-3474

        

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS

SERVICES

WANTED TO BUY
WANTED: 

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 

up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 

prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 

Any condition. Easy three step 

process: Call, get cash off er and get 

paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 

calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

REPAIRING OR 
REPLACING APPLIANCES 

and home systems like heating and 

cooling can be costly. A home war-

ranty plan can help. Start saving and get 

30% off  any plan today. Workmanship 

Guarantee included. Terms apply. Call 

Cinch Home Services 855/887-4521

NO MORE 
CLEANING OUT GUTTERS 

Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a 

no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-

rable warranty. Call today 888/755-5761 

to schedule a FREE inspection and no 

obligation estimate. Get 15% off  your 

entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors 

get an additional 10% off . Limited time 

only. Restrictions apply, see represen-

tative for warranty and off er details.

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR 

upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,

plus limited time up to $600 

In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for anyone

who struggles on the stairs, is 

concerned about a fall or wants to 

regain access to their entire home. 

Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

SAFE STEP 

North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 

Top-of-the-line installation and ser-

vice. Now featuring our FREE shower 

package and $1,600 off  for a limited 

time! Call today! Financing avail-

able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

Statewide 
Advertising

ONLY 
$279

Call Today!
612/332-8844

Got news? 
507-837-6767

Get your news in the Pioneer 
• news@wasecacountypioneer.com 

Waseca
25 Years Ago 

Matz to be ordained Sunday, August 26, at Carlos, MN: Former 
Waseca resident, Curtis Vinton Matz, will be ordained into the pastoral 
of ministry and installed as pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in Carlos, 
Minnesota, on Sunday, Aug. 26, at 4 p.m. Matz is the son of Vinton and 
Myrtle Matz and the late Doris Matz of Waseca. He and his wife, Dar-
lene, are the parents of two children, David and Daniel. Matz is a former 
member of Trinity Lutheran Church in Janesville. 

Ryan Hoffman one of six captains at UNO: Waseca’s Ryan Hoffman 
has been selected one of six captains for the University of Nebraska-
Omaha Maverick football team for the 2001 season. Hoffman is a senior 
linebacker for the Mavs. Coach Pat Behrns, who is starting his eighth 
season, announced he was comfortable with that many captains because 
it indicated good leadership and all six are “good guys.” Joining Hoff-
man are cornerback Tyree Kellogg, defensive end Buck Rasmussen, 
safety Chad Geiger, quarterback Seth Turman and offensive guard 
Conor Riley. All are seniors except Riley. Hoffman, a second team All-
NCC selection last year, was one of the Maverick tackle leaders. UNO 
is coming off an 11-2 season, and was the first team in 10 years to go 
unbeaten in the North Central Conference. The Mavericks return 19 of 
22 starters from a year ago, and are rated number three in the nation in 
Division II, according to Street & Smith’s College Football. Hoffman 
competed in football, basketball and track at Waseca. He is the son of 
Bob and Judy Hoffman of Waseca.  

50 Years Ago 
Police stumped by more plant thefts: Waseca’s plant thief is continu-

ing to stalk the residential areas, according to police reports which in-
dicate four more plants along with pots and stands have disappeared 
from porches, steps and patios. The cache taken from Waseca neighbor-
hoods yesterday includes one antique ceramic pot with a three-legged 
brass stand, a glazed earthenware pot from Mexico with a wrought iron 
stand and a hanging planter. Plants taken include a shefflera (umbrella 
plant), a fern, geraniums, fuchsia (flowering plant) and artificial plants. 
Investigations into the thefts is still underway according to Sergeant 
Bruce Stauffer, who said police are continuing to “smellout” leads, in-
cluding one from the Faribault Police Department who report similar 
thefts taking place in their city. Wasecans concerned about their prize 
plants and planters being taken should either move them indoors for the 
time being or keep a closer watch on their porches, steps or patios, ac-
cording to Sergeant Stauffer, who anticipates there may be more thefts.  

75 Years Ago 
Meyers, Possums Return From Trip: Mr. and Mrs. George W. Myers 

and Mr. and Mrs. Birger Fossum returned to Waseca Saturday evening 
after a vacation trip to the Western state. They went by way of Glacier 
National park. The Fossums stayed with his brother, Ester Fossum and 
family at Taconia, Washington while the Myers went on to Portland, 
Oregon to visit Myers’ father for a few days. They then took the road 
along the coast to Los Angeles, and across the southern states to Austin, 
Texas, then up to St. Louis, Missouri, where they stopped to see Mr. and 
Mrs. R.D. Boyer and other relatives. Mrs. Myers reports the temperature 
was 112 degrees when they were in Blythe, California and that Austin, 
Texas had not had rain for a year.  

Wallschlaeger Among 400 to Graduate: Approximately 400 Univer-
sity of Minnesota students will receive diplomas in August commence-
ment exercises at 8 p.m. today, Thursday, in Northrup Memorial 
auditorium on the campus. Among candidates for diplomas is Joseph F. 
Wallschlaeger Jr. for a Bachelor of Arts degree in the college of science 
literature and the arts.  

Nephew of Local Woman Prizewinner: John L. (Jack) Mellinger, 
nephew of Mrs. Ed Papke and a former Wasecan is retail advertising 
manager of the Eureka Newspapers, Inc. of Eureka, California. Recently 
Mellinger and his staff won a first place award and three honorable men-
tions in the retail advertising competitions of the Advertising Associa-
tions of the West. The competition was among 11 western states in their 
circulation class. In the California state contest, including California’s 
largest metropolitan dailies, the papers won one second place and two 
third place awards for advertising excellence.  

100 Years Ago 
Birthday Party: Mrs. Henry Reick celebrated her 70th birthday at her 

home on East Wood street Friday, August 13th, with a company of 33 
relatives and friends. Cards were played during the evening and a deli-
cious lunch was served.   

Return From Lake Tetonka: The following young ladies returned 
Monday morning from Lake Tetonka, near Waterville where they had 
been camping and enjoying an outing of a few days: Misses Myrtle Lo-
renz, Esther Lawin, Louise Mahler, Iver Manthey and Mrs. Eric Mann. 

Ketchum-Kuchera: The many friends of Miss Lydia Ketchum, of this 
city, will be interested to learn of her marriage to James J. Kuchera, of 
St. Paul, which took place at the Methodist parsonage Saturday noon 
with Rev. Chas. Miller officiating. Following the ceremony they left for 
the twin cities. 

Johnson  
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
Operating in 

Waseca, Steele, 
Freeborn  
Counties 

johnsonrents.com
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CHRIST COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 

2200 4th St NE, Waseca 
507-835-2235 

Service times 9:30 a.m. 
*     *     * 

4TH STREET EVANGELICAL 
CHURCH 

605 4th St NE, Waseca 
507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew 

Isker) 
Worship Sundays 10 a.m 

*     *     * 
FAITH UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca 

507-835-3167 
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHRIST THE KING LU-

THERAN CHURCH 
309 6th St NE, Waseca 

507-835-9176 
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School/Fellowship 10:15 
a.m. 

Wednesday Eve Worship 6:30 p.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca 
507-833-1703 

Sundays 9:00 a.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

314 4th Ave NE, Waseca 
507-835-2647 

Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
*     *     * 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH 

503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca 
507-835-4548 (office email: 
1cwaseca@hickorytech.net) 

Worship Sunday 10 a.m. 
*     *     * 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-835-1709 
Worship Sunday 9 a.m. 

*     *     * 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 

CHURCH 
111 4th St NW, Waseca 
Father Glenn Ferichs 

507-835-1222 
Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m., Tues. 
and Wed. at 8:30 a.m. and Thurs. at 

7 a.m.; Saturdays at 5 p.m. 
*     *     * 

REAL LIFE CHURCH 
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-833-0017 
Sunday worship 10 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-835-4640 
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 

1221 8th St SE, Waseca 
507-835-2213 

Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Worship 10:45 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY 
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-833-1082 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun 
Evening 6:00 p.m., Wed. evening 

6:30 p.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota  
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, 
Choir and Choir; 10:30 a.m. Wor-
ship 
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters 
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Otisco, Minnesota 

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor  
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study 
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
TRINITY EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Peg Marose 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, 
Sunday School; 10 a.m. Coffee 
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting 
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirma-
tion; 7 p.m. Council meeting 

*     *     * 
LESUEUR RIVER 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 *     *     * 
VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
VISTA EVANGELICAL 
COVENANT CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Brian Schanil Pastor 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. 
Sunday School 
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe 
Ministry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bon-
fires and Yard Games, 6 p.m. until 
dark 

*     *     * 
ALL SAINTS 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Father Glenn Ferichs 
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 4th 
Fridays p.m. Mass 
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m. 

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAN 

Missouri Synod 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Larry Sipe 
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m. 
Sunday School and adult bible class 

*     *     * 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
Freedom Township 

Sunday – 9:15 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST 

Pastor Ava Adams-Morris 
Waldorf, Minnesota  

Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Father Brian Mulligan 
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

Wilton Township 
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor 

Services 6 p.m. Saturday 
*     *     * 

THE CHURCH of JESUS 
CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
Brad Donner, Branch President 

Waseca, Minnesota 
www.lds.org 

Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 
11:20 a.m. Sunday School 
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activ-
ities, ages 12-18 

 *         *        * 

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

412 N. Main Street, Janesville 
Pastor Jason Wolter 

Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. 
Worship 
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible 
Class, 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
JANESVILLE UNITED METH-

ODIST CHURCH 
401 N. West St., Janesville 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Morristown 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer wor-
ship hours, (10:45 a.m. Worship, 
winter)  

*     *     * 
ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

307 W. 2nd St, Janesville 
10 a.m. - Mass 

*     *     * 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

300 Owen St., Janesville 
Pastor Sarah Krolak 

*     *     * 
ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH 
Alma City, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LU-
THERAN CHURCH 

Smiths Mill, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship 

 *         *        * 
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN 

CHURCH ELCA 
404 30 120th St. Waseca 

Pastor Sarah Krolak 
507-234-6463  

Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Sec-
ond sunday “Young at heart”  
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirma-
tion 

*     *     * 
    NOTE: CHANGES IN 
CHURCH CALENDARS MUST 
BE MADE BY NOTIFICATION 
FROM A MEMBER OF THE 
CONGREGATION TO THE 
WASECA COUNTY PIONEER.

By DEB BENTLY 
Staff Writer 

“I can’t wait to see them talking to 
each other at lunchtime,” enthused 
school board member Terry Engel 
during the Aug. 17 meeting of the 
NRHEG school board. 

Engel was responding to Second-
ary School Principal Grant Berg’s 
explanation of the cell phone policy 
for the coming school year: “They 
will be asked not to bring their cell 
phones into the school,” said Berg. 
“But since we know that’s not going 
to happen, the rule is no cell phone 
use during the day, unless necessary 
for a class. 

“And we’re going to be the ones 
who determine what’s ‘necessary.’” 

In response to Engel’s question, 
Berg had said yes, “during the school 
day” included over lunch in the caf-
eteria. 

Cell phone expectations in grades 
6 to 8, he summarized, remain what 
they have been the past couple of 
years: no cell phone use in school. 
Berg commented that reports of neg-
ative postings on social media had 
reduced dramatically when the mid-
dle school “no use” policy was im-
plemented. 

At the high school level, social 
media postings were not an issue, but 
student distraction and intercom-

munication, with a chance of cheat-
ing as well were persistent problems. 

Berg admitted adjustments will 
likely be needed if students use their 
phones to control a medical device, 
or if a family situation calls for the 
student to be easily accessible. His 
intent is to be thorough in enforcing 
the rule while leaving room for some 
flexibility. 

Enforcement will be simplified, he 
noted, by the school-wide camera 
system, and by the redesigned “com-
mons” area where the majority of 
high school lockers are located. 
Formerly situated in rows near the 
center of the space, lockers now line 
the walls, allowing for a much more 
open view across the area. 

Now carpeted, the center area 
under a large skylight is peppered 
with tables and chairs along with a 
few easy chairs for small gatherings 
and conversation. 

Berg commented on how appeal-
ing the space now appears. The pub-
lic will have a chance to wander 
through and have a look during an 

open house scheduled on Aug. 27 
from 2 to 8 p.m. Modeled after last 
year’s similar event, the open house 
is set up to to allow parents to attend 
with their children. Berg said the 
open house will offer “a hot dog 
meal” as well as the chance to tour 
the building, meet teachers, locate 
lockers and drop off school supplies, 
and complete paperwork. Special 
meetings will inform parents regard-
ing upcoming events or circum-
stances particular to their child, for 
example members of the senior class 
or participants in band.  

Elementary principal Dr. Kimberly 
Meyer also summarized some of the 
upcoming activities at the elementary 
site. “Day 1” has been in use there 
for some time, with parents encour-
aged to accompany their children to 
school, meet teachers, and find out 
about upcoming events. 

Meyer also stated families will be 
asked to donate toward a revamped 
“healthy snacks” program, which 
provides  food for students to munch 
on during the school day.  School 
board member Kelly DeLacruz of-
fered the idea that, in addition to ask-
ing families for support, the site 
might approach the Parent Teacher 
Organization or other groups which 
might take an interest. 

In action items for the evening, 

school board members approved the 
handbooks covering expectations at 
the elementary and secondary sites, 

for students taking part in activities, 
and regarding cell phone use. 

New teacher orientation took place 

Aug. 17 and 18. The start of the year 
teacher work days were from Aug. 
25 to 27. 

Preparing for pre-Labor Day start
School Board

NRHEG

A WHOLE NEW LOOK - A group of children taking part in a daycare program at the NRHEG Sec-
ondary Site take their ease in the recently remodeled student commons area. Lockers which once 
stood in rows have been moved against the walls of the space; the area under the skylight is now 
carpeted and offers inviting areas for sitting or working at tables.

By Fr. Glenn Frerichs 
As August comes to a close and 

Labor Day approaches, many fam-
ilies will be transitioning to a new 
schedule. Once again, life will 
center on the discipline of catching 
the school bus, attending extracur-
ricular activities, and completing 
homework. Students who have 
kept their minds engaged with 
reading and other mental activities 
during the summer months may 
find the transition easy. For others, 
re-establishing mental habits and 
recalling what was learned last 
year will require a few weeks of 
adjustment. The annual rhythm of 
the school year and the relaxation 
of the summer months recall the 
words of Ecclesiastes, that there is 
an appointed time for every affair 
under the heavens: to plant and up-
root the plant, tear down and build, 
mourn and dance, be silent and to 
speak (Eccl 3: 1-8). 

Unlike school, Christian dis-
cipleship is a year-round commit-
ment. Historically, a disciple of art, 
science, or another craft did not 
stop by the master’s house for a 
few hours each day merely to learn 
a new skill. Disciples lived and 
slept under the master’s oversight, 
learning every aspect of the liveli-
hood that made the master so good 
at what he did. As an apprentice, 
the disciple of any trade would 
serve his teacher so that he could 
learn within the context of every-
day life. 

The disciples of Jesus followed 
him year-round, continuously, and 
wherever he went. They were not 
there to study theology, but to live 
it. This lived experience helped 
them receive the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost and bring the Good 
News to all four corners of the 
earth. 

Is our discipleship any different? 
Discipleship cannot be mere 
knowing about him; to be a dis-
ciple is to grow in knowledge of 
the Lord by living with him. We 
come to know who Jesus is by 
journeying with him and encoun-
tering him in our victories and 
weaknesses. Through our daily en-
counters with him, we acquire 
what Saint Paul calls “the mind of 
Christ.” Possessing the mind of 
Christ gives us the insight to judge 
and embrace all things as Christ 
does. How do we live out the de-
mands of Christian discipleship? 
Some tangible means include 
prayer, a strong moral life, and ful-
filling the obligations set before us. 
Beyond these, Saint Luke offers 

three interior dispositions indis-
pensable for discipleship. 

The first is to prefer Jesus above 
family and even one’s own life. 
The first commandment in the 
Decalogue requires that we place 
nothing above God in this life or 
the next. Jesus says: “If anyone 
comes to me without hating his 
father and mother, wife and chil-
dren, brothers and sisters, and even 
his own life, he cannot be my dis-
ciple” (Luke 14:26). Jesus’ use of 
the word hate was an idiom meant 
to place these things second to the 
highest good, God. We love family, 
community, nation, and all that is 
good, but the disciple loves them 
in and through Christ, who de-
serves our ultimate loyalty. To love 
him with our heart, mind, soul, and 
strength is the greatest command-
ment.  

Disciples of Jesus also have a 
deep affinity for the cross and for 
its meaning in Jesus’ life and in our 
own. Jesus said to the crowd: 
“Whoever does not carry his own 
cross and come after me cannot be 
my disciple” (Luke 14:27). We all 
have burdens to bear. The question 
is how well we will bear them. 
Jesus prayed to his Father that the 
Father’s will, not his own, be done. 
Disciples of Jesus learn to set aside 
their own desires and needs 
through daily sacrifice so that God 
will be glorified. In doing so, we 
participate in the life of Christ, and 
the mind of Christ becomes our 
own. 

Lastly, disciples of Jesus live in 
the world but not of it. When Satan 
offered Jesus the world and asked 
him to worship him, Jesus did not 
say it wasn’t his to give. He re-
sponded that we are to worship 
God alone. Discipleship demands 
detachment from material goods. 
This does not mean we are to live 
in poverty; rather, it requires an 
inner freedom that does not let 
“stuff” define our existence. Recall 
the man who asked Jesus what he 
must do to inherit eternal life. After 
truthfully saying that he had been 
fulfilling the commandments, 
Jesus offered him the greatest op-
portunity ever, to sell what he had 
for the poor and then follow him 
(Luke 18:18-23). 

Wherever we may be in life, 
whether returning to school, pre-
paring to bring in the harvest, pre-
paring for a vacation, or settled in 
a health care facility, schooling 
never ends, and our discipleship is 
with the Lord. 

Discipleship

Get your news in the Pioneer 
• news@wasecacountypioneer.com 

• Call (507) 837-6767 
• Stop in person 111 W. Elm Ave.
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SUBSCRIBE 
WASECA’s ONLY LOCALLY 

OWNED & OPERATED
NEWSPAPER!

$59 ................... in Waseca County
$69 ...........  in State of Minnesota 
$79 .......................... Outside State

111 WEST ELM AVE, Waseca, MN
(507) 837-6767

news@wasecacountypioneer.com

L E G A L  N O T I C E
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF WASECA 
 

DISTRICT COURT 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
PROBATE COURT DIVISION 

Court File No.: 81-PR-26-558 
 
In Re: Estate of 
 
ARLENE R. BRAUN, 

Decedent  
 

ORDER AND NOTICE OF  
HEARING FOR FORMAL  

PROBATE OF WILL AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE IN UNSU-
PERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

AND  
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

—————————————— 
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS: 

It is Ordered and Notice is 
hereby given that on the 16th day of  
September, 2026, at  10:30am., a 

hearing will be held in the above 
named Court at Waseca, Waseca 
County, Minnesota, for the formal 
probate of an instrument purporting 
to be the will of the above named 
decedent, dated July 4th, 2026, and 
for the appointment of Robert C. Lau 
whose address is 17178 627TH 
Lane, Pemberton, MN 56078 as per-
sonal representative of the estate of 
the above named decedent, in an un-
supervised probate, and that any ob-
jections thereto must be filed with 
the Court. That, if proper, and no ob-
jections are filed, personal represen-
tative will be appointed to administer 
the estate, to collect all assets, pay all 
legal debts, claims, taxes and ex-
penses, and sell real and personal 
property, and do all necessary acts 
for the estate.  Upon completion of 
the probate, the representative shall 
file a final account for the allowance 
and shall distribute the estate to the 
persons thereunto entitled as ordered 
by the Court and close the estate. See 
Notice of Remote Hearing.  

Notice is further given that ALL 
CREDITORS having claims against 
said estate are required to present the 
same to said personal representative 
or to the Court Administrator within 
four months after the date of this no-
tice or said claims will be barred. 

 
Dated: 08/14/2026   

 /s/  Carol Hanks              
Judge of District Court 

 
/s/ Shannon M. Asselin  

 Deputy Court Administrator 
    
PATTON, HOVERSTEN & BERG, 
P.A. 
William L. Hoversten, #47478  
215 E Elm Ave  
PO Box 249  
Waseca, MN 56093-0249  
507-835-5240 
william.hoversten@phblawoffice.c
om 
Published in the Waseca County 
Pioneer on August 20 and 27, 2026
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STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF WASECA 
 

PROBATE COURT 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Probate Court Division 
Court File No. 81-PR-26-535 

 
In Re: Estate of  
 
DEBRA A. YOUNGBERG, 
Decedent 

 
NOTICE INFORMAL  
APPOINTMENT OF  

ADMINISTRATOR AND  
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

------------------------------------------ 
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS: 
        Notice is hereby given that a 
fourth amended application for in-
formal appointment of admin-
istrator of the above-named 
decedent’s estate has been filed 
with the Registrar herein and the 
fourth amended application has 

been granted informally admin-
istrating such estate. Any objections 
may be filed in the above-named 
Court, and the same will be heard 
by the Court upon notice of hearing 
fixed for such purpose. 
        Notice if hereby further given 
that informal appointment of Bri-
anna L. Nelson, whose address is 
10100 Portland Ave S, Blooming-
ton, MN 55420, as personal repre-
sentative of the estate of the 
above-named decedent, has been 
made. Any heir, devisee or other in-
terested person may be entitled to 
appointment as personal representa-
tive or may object to the appoint-
ment of the personal representative 
and the personal representative if 
empowered to fully administer the 
estate including, after 30 days from 
the date of issuance of his letters, 
the power to sell, encumber, lease 
or distribute real estate, unless ob-
jections thereto are filed with the 
Court (pursuant to Section 524.3-
607) and the Court otherwise or-

ders. 
        Notice if further given that 
ALL CREDITORS having claims 
against said estate are required to 
present the same to said personal 
representative or to the Court Ad-
ministrator within four months after 
the date of this notice or said claims 
will be barred. 
Dated: 08/19/2026 
 /s/ Cassie Norell 

Probate Registrar 
/s/ Shannon Asselin 
Court Administrator 
 
PATTON HOVERSTEN & BERG, 
P.A. 
Ellie J. James, #505790 
215 E Elm Ave, PO Box 249 
Waseca, MN 56093 
Phone: 507-835-5240 
Published in the Waseca County 
Pioneer on August 27 and Sep-
tember 3, 2026. 
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State of Minnesota   District Court 
County  Judicial District: 3rd 

Waseca  Court File Number: 81-FA-25-473 

  Case Type: Domestic Abuse 
 

In the Matter of: 
 

Carissa Dawnielle Kuball    

Petitioner       

      Notice of Issuance of Emergency 

     (Ex Parte) Order for 

vs.        Protection by Publication 
     (Minn. Stat. § 518B.01, subd. 8) 
Holly Ann Marie Kuball   

Respondent 
 

 

 

To Respondent named above: 
 

 

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an Ex Parte Order for Protection has been issued in the 

above matter.  You may request a hearing if you contact the court administrator's office within 

12 days of the date of publication of this notice.  You may obtain a copy of the Ex Parte Order 

for Protection and the form to request a hearing from the court administrator's office at the 

following address: 

 

307 State St N, Waseca, MN 56093    

 

        

 

 

 

Failure to request a hearing or to obtain a copy of the Ex Parte Order will not be a defense to 

prosecution for violation of the Court's order. 

 

 

08/24/2026                                             

Date       Court Administrator / Deputy 

Filed in District Court 
State of Minnesota 

08/24/2026

On Behalf of Minor Child

Waseca County Courthouse

2026.08.24 
14:25:40 -05'00'



12   Thursday, August 27, 2026                                                                                                                                                                             Pioneer

Waldorf Days August 21, 22 and 23, 2026

 (507) 267-3962
 1381 State St. S

Waseca, MN
M-F.........8 AM - 5 PM
Sat-Sun ......... Closedwww.guardiannrg.com

AMERICAN MADE 
FARMER OWNED

Hours: 
Sat-Sun
Closed
M-F
8 AM-5 PM

715 S State St, 
Waseca, MN 

(507) 835-8615

102 South Main St
Waldorf, MN 56091
PH: (507) 239-2166
FX: (507) 239-2249

Commercial, agricultural and personal banking

WALDORF

Tyler Huber
Beck’s Hybrid Dealer

(507) 461-3756
corncountryseedco@gmail.com

beckshybrids.com

NEED 
SEED?

KRAUSE
FEEDS & SUPPLIES

9352 SW 37th Ave,
Hope, MN, 56046
(507) 451-3043
kfshope@outlook.com

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610
teschservice@mediacombb.net

200 2nd Street NE
Waseca, MN 56093
PH: (507) 835-4220
FX: (507) 835-7751

Commercial, agricultural and personal banking

!"#$%"

O’Brien
TAX & ACCOUNTING

Matt O’Brien
212 15th Avenue NE

Suite 1040
Waseca, MN 56093

Ph: 507-201-3820
Fax: 507-201-3822

email: matt@wmnta.comwww.phblawo�ce.com

PATTON, HOVERSTEN 
& BERG, PA

Your Trusted 
Local Law 
O�ces for 
Over 50 
Years

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

(507) 835-9111
info@iWealth4me.com

213 15th Ave NE
Waseca, MN 56093

Securities o�ered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/
SIPC.  Investment advice o�ered through iWealth Financial, 
LLC, a Registered Investment Advisor.  iWealth Financial, LLC 
and iWealth are separate entities from LPL Financial.
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