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Oak & Rye Farm

Office at 111 EIm Avenue West, Waseca

Rotary Club Fall
Harvest Sale at SROC

September 3 and 5

Waseca Rotary Club members
will be selling pumpkins, sweet
corn, decorative corn and as-
sorted gourds during their fall
sale at the U of M Southern Re-
search and Outreach Center from
3 to 7 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 3,
and from 8 a.m. to noon on Sat-
urday, Sept. 5.

Grateful
for four
years

Pioneer
celebrates
anniversary,
prepares for
year five

Four years ago, the Waseca
County Pioneer was founded on a
simple idea: a hometown deserves
a hometown newspaper. In a
county of fewer than 20,000
people living on about 430 square

Kettle corn business
sweetens life for
local family

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

The owner/operators of Grandma D’s Kettle Corn, Dennis and Diane
Sommers of Waseca, willingly share the ingredients to their popular treat:
Sugar. Salt. Popcorn—a little of the first two, a lot of the other.

But when it comes to details like how long it should be cooked or how to
tell when it’s done, things get a little hazier. One learns the length of time
it takes for a sufficient percentage of the kernels to be popped depends on
the humidity, the temperature of the cooker, and the moisture levels in the
popcorn. The answer there, it seems, is ““You just kind of have to know. It’s
different amounts of time on different days.

“You watch it popping and you can tell.”

The “watching” is apparently essential. “’You have to catch it at just the
right stage,” Dennis says of his technique. “When it’s just popping, that’s
when you put the sugar in. Too early or too late, it changes the flavor.”

In the end, it seems, the only way to get your hands on some kettle corn
as good as Grandma D’s may be to find Grandma D’s and buy some. Per-
haps it will be no surprise that there is an avid group of followers who do

Don Eustice Memorial
Celebration 9 a.m. to
11:30 p.m. Sept. 5

An all-day event memorializ-
ing the 50th anniversary of the
death of Waseca County Sheriff
Don Eustice will feature activ-
ities and events for the whole
family. A tug of war tournament
among area law enforcement
agencies will be from 3 to 6 p.m.
For more information visit do-
neustice.org.

Uncle Muskrat at Half exactly that. miles of land, we know firsthand
Pint Brewing Co. “We have people contact us and ask where we’re going to be setting up,” that everyone is connected in one
Saturday, Sept. 5 relates Dennis. “They stock up and keep it for the future.” way or another, even despite the

distance.
Families are centered here,

TASTEFULLY DONE - Dennis and Diane Sommers of Waseca

Uncle Muskrat will play the . I
have been operating Grandma D's Kettle Corn since the 1990s.

Half Pint Brewing Co. from 5-8

p-m. Saturday, Sept. 5 for their
Annual Hop Picking party.
Southern Secret BBQ will be the
on-site vendor.

Unruly Julie at Indian
Island Winery Sept. 6

Unruly Julie will perform at
Indian Island Winery from 1-
3:30 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 6
performing acoustic classics.

Todd Michael Jameson
at Pleasant Grove

Pizza Farm Sept. 6
Todd Michael Jameson will
play Pleasant Grove Pizza Farm
at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 6. A
seasoned musician with Waylon
Jennings, Eagles and Miles
Davis to pull inspiration from.

Rotary Club Fall
Harvest Sale at SROC

September 10 and 12

Waseca Rotary Club members
will be selling pumpkins, sweet
corn, decorative corn and as-
sorted gourds during their fall
sale at the U of M Southern Re-
search and Outreach Center from
3 to 7 p.m. on Thursday, Sept.
10, and from 8 a.m. to noon on
Saturday, Sept. 12.

Soil Water
Conservation District
(SWCD) Board

Meeting September 10

The SWCD will be holding
its monthly board meeting at
6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Sept.
10. The meetings will be held
in the SWCD offices located at
300 North State Street - Door
4.

Roll-In, Stomp and
Shop at Indian Island
Winery Sept. 12

A grape roll-in, stomp and
shop will take place at Indian
Island Winery at noon on Sat-
urday, Sept. 12. Includes grape
stomping, live music, vendor
show, classic car roll in and
more. Tickets online.

A word from
The Word

Now therefore ye
are no more
strangers and for-
eigners, but fellow-
citizens with saints,
and of the household
of God.

Ephesians 2:19
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Cornerstone reveals
long-sealed memories

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

In recognition that Trinity Lu-
theran Church of Wilton will
have a final service at 2 p.m. on
Sunday, Sept. 27 and then close,
church leaders recently removed
the time capsule that had been
sealed in the church’s corner-
stone during a July, 1950, cere-
mony.

Roger Bahr, 90, is a lifelong
member of the church and was
12 when he attended the cere-
mony. He remembers his family
being pleased that a photo of his
grandparents was among the
documents in the capsule, and
being somewhat fascinated as
the specially crafted copper box,
about 5 inches on each side and
10 inches tall, was soldered
closed as everyone watched.

Beyond that, he says, the cere-
mony had relatively little mean-
ing for his childhood self. After
all, there was no church there
yet, just parts of walls.

There had been more than a
year, already, of planning, hiring
an architect, finding a contractor,
and soliciting pledges from
church members to help pay for
their new brick building, which
would cost about $50,000 to
build.

In the months after the corner-
stone was sealed, the basement
of the church was completed and
services began being held there.
Bahr remembers the confirma-
tion service for the class ahead
of his was held in the basement,
but one year later, he and his
classmates were confirmed up-
stairs in the finished structure.

The altar and baptismal font
from the congregation’s original
wooden structure, built in the
late 1800s, appear in the group’s
picture.

For a box about the size of a
loaf of bread, a surprising
number of documents and
printed items were enclosed in
the time capsule.

CORNERSTONE MEMORIES - The time capsule sealed in the
cornerstone of Trinity Lutheran Church of Wilton included a sur-
prising number of items given its dimensions, about 5 inches

on each side and 10 inches tall.

Letters of congratulations
signed by then-president Harry
Truman, then-governor Luther
Youngdahl, the leader of the
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Minnesota South District of the
Lutheran Church  Missouri

Memories continued on 12

New teachers
begin year
by meeting
community

members

By BEN REVERMANN

Staff writer

During a luncheon sponsored by the Waseca
Rotary Club on Aug. 27, 12 teachers new to
Waseca’s schools had a chance to meet some
members of the community; members of the
Waseca Lions and Exchange Club also at-
tended. The new staff have positions all around
the community, including Waseca Community
Education, the Alternative Learning Center,
Hartley Elementary, Sacred Heart and Chil-
dren’s House Montessori, Team Academy,
Waseca Intermediate School and the Waseca

Junior Senior High.

The meeting was opened by Rotary co-pres-
ident, Katie Gonzalas, “Welcome everyone to

WELCOMING EDUCATORS - Twelve new teachers now on staff at seven different edu-

cation sites in Waseca were introduced to community members during an Aug. 27 lunch

sponsored by the Waseca Rotary Club. School leaders also shared information about
projects and activities planned for the 2026-27 school year.
Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

arcas

our meeting for the Rotary Club, we’re excited
to learn of all the goings on in Waseca schools
and meet the new teachers joining us. The Ro-
tary motto is service above self.”

Gonzalez introduced Larry Johnson, a Lions
Club member and he said, “On behalf of the
Lions Club, I welcome you guys and thank the
Rotary and Exchange for posting as well.” Be-
cause Lions Club focuses on community or-
ganization and youth eye care, he offered that
teachers should feel free to be in touch if they
learn of students with unfulfilled needs in those

Superintendent of Waseca Public Schools
Eric Hudspith told community members pres-
ent, “I want to thank all of you who have pro-
vided support for our school. I am forever
grateful for a community this size, that we have
a public school, a charter school, a non-public
school, what great choices for Waseca and of
course I don’t mean that we’re competitors, but
we do want families to know that we always
work together for what’s best for their kids and
ours. We want our kids to graduate, get out

Teachers continued on 5

people share connections through
their occupations, our area is
treasured for recreation. Those
connections have shaped the Pio-
neer from its first edition to today.

We are honored to share
people’s stories and provide infor-
mation about what is happening in
our hometown county, and shall
continue to do so as we enter our
fifth year.

“This is going to sound rather
corny, but even though it's a busi-
ness, the Pioneer's main purpose
does not seem to be making
money,” explains the Pioneer’s
News Editor Deb Bently. “Yes, it
must charge for its services, but
the vast majority of its income
goes back to keep itself operating
and serving the public. We really
do see ourselves as a community
service, and we want to make all
the positive contributions we
can.”

The spark that started the Pio-
neer was when publisher Eli Lut-
gens observed that Waseca was
being cheated of its own news,
since the existing paper was no
longer locally owned. He worked
diligently to provide local news by
local people through his con-
fidence that while our society is
constantly growing online, there
will still ever be a need for news-
papers.

“The story of the Pioneer is still
being written. My dad pushed me
to start a newspaper here and I lis-
tened. I was warned it would not
be easy and those people were
correct. I would like people to
know that we do this paper for
them,” says Lutgens.

The diverse and fascinating
people of Waseca County deserve
to have their news printed, shared
and recorded.

This week alone, our staff has
been in council rooms, gardens,
new businesses, and fun events.
More importantly, they have met,
spoken with, and photographed
people young and old, shy and
bold, unconcerned regarding so-
cial rankings.

Lutgens emphasizes that the fu-
ture of newspapers in general will
be challenging. For the Pioneer to
succeed, it will take a group effort
of people in the community con-
tinuing to read, advertise and con-
nect with local news.

Editor Amelia Roessler says
that even though Waseca was
where she grew up, she truly
didn’t know her community until
she started reporting in it four
years ago.

“I started my journalism career
here. Wasecans have supported
me in many ways by letting me
tell their stories and learn about
the community through the Pio-
neer,” says Roessler. “I’'m in-
credibly grateful for that.”

Pioneer continued on 3
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Compostings

by Al Batt

Exude gratitude

ECHOES FROM THE
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING
Want to hear your horoscope?

Sure, why not?

It says, “Your generosity will
glow like 10,000 fireflies after you
buy pie for everyone in the cafe.”

I don’t believe my horoscope
says that.

Have you always had such deep-
seated trust issues?

DRIVING BY BRUCE’S
DRIVE

I have a wonderful neighbor
named Bruce. Whenever I pass his
drive, thoughts occur to me. I grew
up on a farm. That’s why I keep a
pitchfork handy just in case [ want
to relive my youth and lean against
one. The forecast was for a chance
of precipitation, but the clouds said
there was no chance of participa-
tion. The day had its complica-
tions. Every day does. The day
started poorly. My chia pet bit me.
Then I went off to the big city for
important business. | went to a
building about the same size as the
big city. I got off the elevator on
the 8th floor. I was supposed to get
off on the 9th floor. But that’s
another story.

MEMORIES OF THE BARN

DIET

The barn was full of shadows. I
was in the hayloft helping a neigh-
bor stack hay. It was stifling hot.
Sweating came easy. The neigh-
bor’s little brother was eating
crickets. He ate only a couple of
them, but he ruined his appetite
and ours.

WE USED TO ASK FOR
DIRECTIONS

How far is it to the stadium?

It’s 3 miles as the crow flies.

How far is it if the crow is walk-
ing?

IPVE LEARNED

Willful waste makes woeful
want.

Zyzzyva is the last word in
major English reference books like
the Oxford English Dictionary and
the official Scrabble Player's Dic-
tionary. It’s a group of tropical
weevils native to South America.
Coined in 1922 by an American
scientist named Thomas Lincoln
Casey, it was meant to claim the
final entry in a dictionary. Its
Scrabble value is 73 points.

The Trojan Horse came from
IKEA.

Dolly Parton's Imagination Li-
brary has given away over 300
million free books to children
worldwide.

You don’t have to be a pickle to
play pickleball.

BAD JOKES
DEPARTMENT

I ran out of clean socks, so I
piled all my dirty ones on a tray,
grabbed my detergent, and headed

down a steep hill from my home to
the laundromat. As I descended, I
slipped and fell. The dirty socks
fell to the ground, and the deter-
gent rolled away. I got up slowly,
sat down quickly, and watched it
go. There I was sittin' on the sock
of the tray, watching the Tide roll
away.

My nephew was in bad shape
after his girlfriend dumped him. I
bought him a PlayStation and an
Xbox. That helped console him.

My dog got into our Scrabble
game and ate a bunch of lettered
tiles. We rushed him to the vet and
are waiting. No word yet.

NATURE NOTES

In late summer and fall, when a
bird molts, it typically grows and
replaces its feathers gradually, but
occasionally a bird loses all the
feathers on its head at once. This is
true of blue jays, many of which
molt their feathers of the head in
synchrony. The result is a bald
bird. This baldness lasts for about
a week before new feathers replace
the molted ones. Pin feathers ap-
pear within days, and the head is
feathered again within two weeks.

I’m on a first-name basis with
the yard’s birds. I call the male car-
dinal “Northern.” I’m a bouncer at
the bird feeder. I’'m not one to crit-
tersize a squirrel, but I use baffles
to discourage squirrels from eating
more than their share. It doesn’t al-
ways baffle them, so my feeders
have become subscription-based to
help cover the cost of seed. No
subscribers yet. Birds aren’t good
at carrying wallets.

How common is it for white-
tailed deer to give birth to twins?
Researchers at the University of I1-
linois at Urbana-Champaign and
the Illinois DNR found that in
2024, 21% of does had a single
fawn, 71% had twins, and 8% tri-
plets. The number is determined by
age, nutrition, genetics and habitat
quality. Young does giving birth
for the first time, typically have
one fawn.

BirdCast, created by the Cornell
Lab of Ornithology, is an online re-
source that combines biological re-
search, = community  science
observations and radar data to
forecast the movements of mi-
gratory birds. BirdCast shows live
maps that track flocks as they
travel through. Users can localize
the data, letting them zoom in on a
county to see estimates of how
many birds are migrating. Search
BirdCast and see.

MEETING ADJOURNED

“When a child gives you a gift,
even if it is a rock they just picked
up, exude gratitude. It might be the
only thing they have to give, and
they have chosen to give it to
you.”—Dean Jackson. Be kind.
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GREAT MINNESOTA GET-TOGETHER - Deb volunteered at the Education Minnesota booth at the Minnesota State Fair this year.
It was her first time attending the state fair.

Stepping outside my comfort zone

A couple months back, I decided to
take a step outside my comfort zone: I
signed up to volunteer at the Educa-
tion Minnesota booth at the Minnesota
State Fair.

You see, I have long harbored a
deep dark secret: I had never before at-
tended the state fair. Perhaps you re-
member my jokes about how Ben
Revermann’s children would not be
permitted to get Minnesota driver li-
censes if they had never been to the
headwaters of the Mississippi.

It may be you are now thinking of
me as a gigantic hypocrite—after all,
many view the “Great Minnesota Get-
Together” as a fundamental part of
being a Minnesotan.

Fortunately I can now keep my
driver license: I have been. I have
seen. I have eaten a food served on a
stick.

I went on Sunday, August 30—per-
haps the worst possible day to choose,
given the temperatures near 90, the
high humidity, and what I hear was a
record crowd. Because I was going to
be spending three of my hours at the
fair handing out pencils and sharing
information about the teachers’ union
with passersby, I went by myself, not
wanting to burden anyone with the
wait.

Probably the worst part of my day
was arriving.

You see, | am not a totally altruistic
individual. I volunteered to be in the
booth because it came with a couple
of perks: admission to the fair, a shirt

In My Humble Opinion

by Deb Bently

to wear in the booth (and then keep,
obviously), and reimbursement for
parking costs.

Knowing the forecast was for a hot
day, and that the fairgrounds can be
very crowded, I came up with what I
thought was a very practical plan. On-
line information shared a list of places
people can park for free, then get on a
free bus to be transported to the fair-
grounds. I chose the “maroon” lot at
the University of Minnesota because
it was specified that passengers from
there would be dropped off at gate 5—
half a block from the “Education
Building” where the Education Min-
nesota booth is located.

Well and good—until I arrived at the
University of Minnesota campus and
passed five parking lots in quick suc-
cession, each with a sign that said “Lot
Full. Closed.”

I pulled into a quiet cul-de-sac to re-
group. Even all the streets leading to
that quiet little backwater space were
parked end-to-end with cars. The only
spot I could stay still for a few mo-
ments was right next to a fire hydrant.

I decided I had little choice but to

head toward the fairgrounds and hope
there would be a spot in one of the
pay-to-park lots. Thanks to the navi-
gation app on my cell phone, I arrived
in the vicinity. The very first lot I came
to still had a few spots, so I paid the
necessary $25, pulled into a tight little
space, and locked my car.

I was now about a block away from
gate 14—the entry point farthest from
my destination. I set out to find my
way and, after a number of wrong
turns, arrived at the Education Build-
ing. Between being red-faced with the
heat and glad to have finally found it,
I must say [ have seldom been happier
to reach a destination.

If the story had ended there, this
column might be proclaiming that Au-
gust 30, 2026, is the one and only time
[ will ever have attended the state fair.

But by the time my 3 to 6 p.m. vol-
unteer shift ended, the temperature
had dropped considerably. From the
beginning, [ had planned a journey on
the “Sky-Ride,” some gondolas which
ride on cables probably 50 or so feet
above the ground. And of course I felt
my sojourn would be incomplete if I
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didn’t have some fair food—although
not much, my cheapskate nature rebels
at the idea of paying fair prices.

I greatly enjoyed the sky ride, which
cost $12 for a round trip to the north
end of the park and back. I took a fair
number of pictures and appreciated
being above all those people who
made walking like finding one’s way
through a maze.

I got a pickle on a stick and a “dog
burger,” which despite a name that
made me think of a hot dog covered in
hamburger toppings, turned out to be
mostly just a bratwurst.

When I sat down to eat, I asked for
an open space at one end of an occu-
pied picnic table. By coincidence, I
had sat down next to four young edu-
cators and ended up having a very
pleasant conversation—one I now re-
gard as a highlight of my very inter-
esting day.

With the cooler temperatures—by
now it was about 7 p,m,--it was far
more amiable to wander around a bit.
I was delighted when I came across
the booths I had written a news piece
about from the Waseca County Fair—
Strawberries-N-Creme and Loon Lake
Iced Tea.

Arriving back at my car seemed to
take forever, but I saw some worth-
while things along the way, so I was
okay with it.

Thanks to my experiences as I left
the fair, I am now open to a return
visit, though not any more this year,
thank you.

by Amelia Roessler

Reminiscing in Rome

Well, we have survived our trip.

We got back last Thursday, after
spending about 11 hours on a plane
and almost 24 hours awake. It was
quite nice to finally be back in our
own bed, although we were only
there for one night because the next
day we started dogsitting for Jack’s
family friends.

Anywho, Rome was great. We ar-
rived at noon on Monday and spent
the next two full days exploring the
city and taking it all in. Let me just
say, after a handful of days walking
entire cities and getting around
30,000 steps a day, my body was
pretty tired by the end. Jack’s feet
hurt so bad that he started taking the
Lime scooters or bikes on the last
day where our—or at least my—walks
were longer than an hour.

But we were able to do everything
there was to do in Rome: visit the
coliseum (including the Palatine Hill
and Roman Forum), see the Trevi
fountain and Pantheon, wvisit St.
Peter’s Basilica and Vatican Museum
in Vatican city, tour a castle, and even
visit some religious crypts.

On top of that was the delicious
food—pizza eaten with a fork and
knife, lasagna, pasta with a farmyard
mix of meat sauce (duck, rabbit, and
chicken), tiramisu, lots of gelato, and
the daily necessary cappuccino.

While I had visited Italy before, it
was nice to be back and reminisce
while also experiencing new things.
I had never visited the castle in
Rome, taken a homemade pasta
class, or even seen St. Peter’s Basil-
ica.

GLADIATOR DREAMS - Among the many places Jack and
Amelia visited was the ancient Coliseum in Rome.

During the trip we talked about the
next place we’d like to travel to. It
sounds like we better start planning
soon, because there was just about
nowhere we didn’t want to go. Jack
has agreed to let me be his guide in
Spain, and 1 want to visit Ireland,
Germany, or Scotland next. He
would like to go to someplace in
Asia, so I guess we’ll see who wins
that conversation. I better practice
my rock-paper-scissors game in the
meantime.

Also a fun event in the life of

Amelia is that I got to attend the Vik-
ings and Broncos preseason game on
August 28! While Jack wasn’t quite
happy with me wearing my purple
and gold jersey, I had a blast as it was
my first time actually seeing the Vik-
ings play a game.

Needless to say, we’ve been busy
and I could use a break (from the
break).

My Determination: “Life’s short.
Eat dessert first, work less and vaca-
tion more.” — Lea Mishell

Prayers,

This week I have health updates, a
Braves baseball update and a little
local news.

Locally

The bakery in New Richland is for
sale/has been for sale. Nancy Jane
and company plan to retire when
they sell.

As long as | have been alive, New
Richland has had a bakery. During
my youth my family traded news-
paper advertising for donuts. I have
sampled everything they have at
Nancy Janes. There is nothing I
didn’t like. I hope someone picks up
and continues the successful busi-
ness.

Trappers Lanes was for sale. I

baseball and a gut feeling

STAR GAZING

*

by Eli Lutgens

don’t know if they still are. As with
the bakery, I have a long history with
this business, too: I spent many an
hour bowling on Friday evenings.
And more than one birthday was
spent there. Kids in town today don’t
bowl like they used to.

Express Lube in Waseca sold to
Valvoline. When I arrived there a

few months ago for an oil change, I
was completely taken by surprise
and—to be frank—a sense of betrayal.
I wrote about former owner Wayne
just shy of the business’s 25th anni-
versary about five or so years ago.
He warned me of “chain” oil change
companies. Every oil change my ve-
hicles have needed outside of doing

my own have been done by Wayne
or Mark at the Express Lube—over a
dozen years of seeing them, four or
more times a year. They saved me
countless dollars in repairs. My final
time visiting there under Wayne’s
ownership, the staff showed me a
sensor that had gone out. I stopped at
O'Reilly's Auto parts in town and
used their tools to swap it out that
same day.

No, they didn’t betray anyone. 1
have had good experiences under the
new Valvoline ownership since they
opened.

It is not the same, but it is good,

Lutgens continued on 12
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Wes and James Taylor
at Waseca Art Center

Saturday, Sept. 12
Photographers Wes and
James Taylor will have a gal-
lery opening at the Waseca Art
Center from 2-4 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Sept. 12. Presenting
“Generational Confluence IV.”

Toners Lake Karting
go-kart race Sunday,

September 13

The Toners Lake Karting
tenth race will take place at
noon on Sunday, Sept. 13. Pits
open at 10 a.m. Located at
8747 415th Ave Janesville.
These races are weather de-
pendent, rain will cause post-
ponement.

En Plein Air (outdoor)
Painting Workshop at
Waseca Art Center

Wednesday, Sept. 16
En Plein Air (outdoor) Paint-
ing Workshop from 11 a.m.
untill 3 p.m. Wednesday, Sept
16. Painter Ava Lambert will
lead this artist workshop at
Farmamerica or local hobby
farm, weather dependent.
Supplies provided or bring
your own. Will need to bring a
hat or shade device, a small
table for the easel and chair.

PJ Storytime at New
Richland Public

Library Sept. 17

There will be PJ Storytime
at the New Richland Public Li-
brary at 6 p.m. Thursday, Sept.
17. We’ll get you ready with
stories for bedtime. For ages 0-
5.

Rock’n Car Roll-In at

Boxcar Bar Sept. 17
The Rock’n Car Roll-In will
take place at Boxcar Bar from
4 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 17.
Classic cars, motorcycles, food
trucks, music and 50/50 raffle.

Two for One at Indian
Island Winery Sept. 18

Musical guest Two for One
will perform Indian Island
Winery from 6-8:30 p.m. on
Friday, Sept. 18. They say they
play all your favorites.

Sacred Heart Fall
Festival September 18,

19, and 20

Sacred Heart Catholic
Church will be holding its Fall
Festival over the weekend of
Sept. 18, 19, and 20. Events in-
clude a white elephant sale,
Country Store, silent auction,
Friday live auction and con-
cession stand just to name a
few.

Sacred Heart Church
Bean Bag Tournament
Saturday, Sept. 19

The Sacred Heart Bean Bag
Tournament will take place at
4:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 19.
Check in at 4 p.m., 32 teams
max, $40 per team.

All You Can Eat Dad’s
Belgian Waffles All

Saints Sept. 27

All Saints Church of New
Richland will hold their All
You Can Eat Dad’s Belgian
Walftles from 9-12:30 p.m. on
Sunday, Sept. 27. There will be
a raffle and country store, cost
is $10.

Quilts of Valor

Waldorf veterans Lienke and
Meyer honored in ceremony

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

Local veterans Charles Meyer and
David Lienke were honored in a
Quilts of Valor ceremony just before
the parade during the Waldorf Days
celebration on Saturday, Aug. 22.
The two were draped in individual-
ized handmade quilts and acknowl-
edged with a standing ovation under
the gazebo at the Veterans Memorial
Park. Also a part of the ceremony
were a prayer and the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Lynda Harig, Quilt of Valor group
leader from Post 56 Albert Lea
American Legion Auxiliary said, “It
went wonderfully, it was very emo-
tional.” Harig described strong feel-
ings shown by presenters and
honorees alike: “ But that’s what
we’re aiming for, to make a differ-
ence!”

Harig mentioned QOV quilts dis-
tributed to area veterans are hand-
made by Auxiliary members, herself
among them. “The gals that sew with
me do not want to take any time off,

they just keep going like Energizer
bunnies. We do it once a month, at
Creating Sew Much on Broadway, in
Albert Lea, and once a month in
Keister.” Harig remarked on the
quilts given to Lienke and Meyer
saying, “They were absolutely beau-
tiful.” The quilts given to Lienke and
Meyer were made by a Waldorf res-
ident who chose to remain anony-
mous.

Waldorf Days was pretty busy be-
fore the Quilts of Valor were
awarded, continued Harig, “We got
there early and saw the First Re-
sponder memorial. Waldorf Days
had people walking around every-
where, and there were kids every-
where. What a fun time they were
having.”

Quilts of Valor out of Albert Lea
awards quilts from Waldorf to
Waseca, from Austin to Fairmont.
They also present quilts every month
at the Albert Lea American Legion,
having presented seven of them the
day before.

The Waseca branch of the Quilts

FINDING COMFORT - There was a special Quilts of Valor award
ceremony for veterans left: David Lienke and Charles Meyer on
the right during the Waldorf Days celebration on Saturday, Aug.

22,

of Valor group began in 2022 and has
since awarded 207 quilts to veterans.
Nationally, Quilts of Valor began in
2003 when founder Catherine Rob-
erts had a dream in which she saw
someone she knew to be a veteran
lost in despair and then, moments
later, wrapped in a quilt and com-

Pioneer photo by Jean Groskreutz

forted. She said the message of the
dream was “quilts equal healing.”
Nationally the foundation has given
out nearly 420,000 quilts. The mes-
sage of each one has been meant to
be, “Thank you for your service, sac-
rifice and valor in serving our na-
tion.”

Bob Schneider named “Iron
Man” by Twin Cities Golf

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

Waseca native Bob Schneider, a 1977 graduate of
Waseca High School, recently achieved an “Iron
Man” title from Twin Cities Golf for a Golf Quest
of playing 204 different public golf courses in only
121 days.

The courses are located in Missouri, lowa, Min-
nesota, Wisconsin and North Dakota; Bob began his
journey on April 12 and finished the final course on
August 10. When asked in a Facebook video what
advice he might have for someone trying to accom-
plish the same goal, his response was, “Don’t do it,”
followed by the advice that a 200-day time frame
would be more reasonable.

“Managing the logistics was the biggest chal-
lenge,” Schneider told the Pioneer, explaining he did
not want to use up a lot of time backtracking or re-
turning to a certain area. That meant he would
schedule 2 or 3, and even sometimes 4 rounds in a
day.

Schneider walked most of the courses; with up to
four rounds of golf on some days, he achieved a
record of 31 miles walked in a single day, and 27
miles on each of two other days. For about 50 of the
rounds, Schneider says he was accompanied by fel-
low 1977 WHS graduate Greg Koenigs, who first
took up golfing last year.

Retired from a 31-year career with Cargill and a
long-time baseball coach in the Twin Cities area,
Bob now spends a few summer months in Minne-
sota and resides the rest of the year in Florida.

He says he plays relatively little, about 40 rounds,
of golf down south since the sandy soil there does
not support “growing a good grass.” Instead he plays

Pickleball, hitting the courts 5 to 6 days a week. His
persistence apparently pays off, since he tells of hav-
ing won the state senior games tournament a few
years back, taking the men’s single, men’s double
and mixed doubles championships in a single week.

Perhaps surprisingly, Schneider began golfing
first in 2007 after ending 27 years as a baseball
coach. Although he will have finished roughly 275
rounds of golf by the end of 2026, he says 100 to
150 is a more typical number. On what he considers
a fairly short list of championships, he includes the
Montgomery National Golf Club Senior Champion-
ship and both the Minnesota and Florida Senior
Games Championships, twice each.

Schneider says he is pleased with the scores he
achieved on his 121-day quest: “My most surprising
score was a 67 four days after my sixty-seventh
birthday,” he recalls. “I followed that up with a 66 a
couple of weeks later.

“But those scores are rare and the exception. I
typically play courses between 6,100 and 6,400
yards and my scores are mainly between 78 and 84:
considering I’m playing different courses every
round, that seems pretty good.”

Schneider comments, “I enjoy a well manicured
course more than anything. I appreciate the team that
puts pride into keeping a course in great condition,
from the tee box, fairway, rough, greens—all of it.”

It seems he should be in a position to evaluate,
given that he has played golf all over the U.S. and
in Canada, Mexico and the Dominican Republic.
“I’ve been fortunate to play on some high end golf
courses,” he enthuses, “‘sometimes through work and
sometimes as part of a golf trip: Pebble Beach, Spy
Glass, Spanish Bay, but the one I enjoyed most was

Bob Schneider

playing the Olympic Club in San Francisco with a
good friend who was a member. He has since
passed, but what a treat to play.

“In Minnesota, I’d say a few of my favorite
courses are Minnesota National, White Eagle, and
The Wilds—but there are more than 100 great courses
I could list.”

Asked what he likes about being a golfer,
Schneider responds, “Golf'is a lifelong sport anyone
can play. You don’t have to be great. It’s great exer-
cise, you meet great people, you can play alone or
with a group.”

He also shares that “there is no such thing as
‘women’s’ or ‘senior’ tees. The red and gold tees are
there for anyone; choose based on your skill set.”
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“I am grateful that there are still
newspapers out there,” says staff re-
porter Ben Revermann. “With the
media the way it is today, and the way
it was 20 years ago, | have no idea
what to expect in the next 20. The
Waseca County Pioneer is not vicious
or malicious. We're not out to end ca-
reers or attack people. There are so
many good things in the world, let's
focus on that.”

Bently states she is happiest of all
when pieces she writes for the news-

& Residential
Snow Removal

CAFE,

e SINCE 1942

Great Home Cooking ¢ Catering

Full Breakfast Menu ¢ Daily Lunch Specials
104 State Street, Waseca MN e 835-1259

BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

Lawn Maintenance Zach Battenfeld

5607-621-0226

zachbattenfeld@gmail.com

paper bring our hometown folks even
closer together—building empathy
and appreciation for each other.

“What I find gratifying and fulfilling
about my role with the Pioneer is that
I get to seek people out and ask them
about their experiences and observa-
tions,” Bently says. “Our staff is small
and we cannot get to everything, but
we want to be an accurate reflection of
our communities and neighbors—
which means we need to find and tell
their stories.”

Revermann enjoys covering events
where he can take fun and unique pic-
tures. A little girl playing in bubbles at
the Janesville parade, brothers shoot-
ing hoops at this year’s Waseca
County Fair, community members

sharing their hobbies.

As the Pioneer enters its fifth year
and reflects on the past four, we under-
stand that we are not perfect. While we
diligently work to improve and pro-
vide accurate and timely information
to the community, we encourage
people to contact us with their obser-
vations and experiences.

“It is not easy printing multiple
novels’ worth of information each
month. Mistakes happen. My most im-
portant values in life, which I base the
newspaper's values around, are treat-
ing people with love— how I would
like to be treated,” says Lutgens.

“If you've been deeply touched or
impressed or displeased by some part
of the larger picture, feel free to contact

us. If we feel it benefits the public to
share it, we will do our best to repre-
sent the circumstances in a clear, unbi-
ased way,” encourages Bently.

As Lutgens stated in the very first
edition, “We plan to find at least one
story for every edition that makes the
whole year’s subscription worthwhile.
We know we don’t have everything for
everybody in every edition, but we
will definitely have something for ev-
eryone.”

Our purpose at the Pioneer remains
the same since day one, to bring the
smalltown special feeling to a Waseca
paper.

“My message to the community
honors the immoral words of Al Batt:
‘Please be kind,”” Lutgens says.

Curt Keyes

Curt Keyes
seeks seat
as district 4

commuissioner

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

“As a commissioner, I would
want to concentrate on rep-
resenting the people of district
4 first and Waseca county as a
collective board,” states Curt
Keyes, who has filed to be on
the Waseca County ballot for
the District 4 commissioner seat
currently held by De Malterer,
a board member since 2019.
District 4 includes Janesville,
Blooming Grove and losco
townships, the city of Janes-
ville, and part of Elysian.

Keyes told the Pioneer he
made the decision to run for
county commissioner about a
year ago, and has been cam-
paigning since registering for
the office in May.

In addition to a more local
focus, he suggests he might
bring a fresh perspective to the
District 4 office. “Sometimes
it’s possible to get so involved
in the bigger picture,” he ob-
serves, “that you lose focus on
what’s happening right next
door.” A fresh outlook, he goes
on to say, might allow him to
approach circumstances and
procedures from an unexpected
angle.

He says he would like to do
what he can to encourage new
businesses and suitable indus-
tries in the county. “They bring
jobs,” he observes, “ and jobs
bring economic benefits.”

A lifelong resident of losco
township, Keyes graduated
from Waseca High School in
1990 and went on to take part in
a dairy science program offered
at what was then the University
of Minnesota Technical College
in Waseca. The campus closed
in 1992.

Curt helped his parents Dale
and Goldie Keyes on their dairy
farm until they retired and he
took over its operation. He says
he loves being a farmer, but
after donating a kidney in 2012,
he had to reduce his level of ac-
tivity due to the donation so he
stopped the dairy aspect of the
farm in 2012. He got a job at
Waseca’s more southerly Kwik
Trip store in 2014 and advanced
to being assistant manager.
Since then, he has worked in
numerous stores in the area as
an assistant manager, a position
he still holds. He suggests that
working at Kwik Trip has
helped strengthen his skills with
budgets and understanding how
spending will affect the success
of the store. He goes on to say

Keyes continued on 12
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“Playing Cops” shares
stories of another time

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

What Gary Eustice remembers most is not how his father
was killed, but how he lived. “My dad worked really hard
to build a sense of community across all backgrounds.

“He wanted to see people get along and support each
other.”

Gary is the second of nine children born to Don and Es-
ther Eustice. A 1969 graduate of Waseca High School, he
was 26 and living away from home when his father, who
was in his third term as sheriff of Waseca County and year
23 with the sheriff’s office, was killed on the job in 1976,
shot while serving papers on a man known to be mentally
unstable.

While still living at home, Gary and his older brother
Doug not only knew about their father’s dedication to serv-
ice, they were part of it.

In 2020, Gary published “Playing Cops,” a book which
shares stories of many different times he, Doug, and some-
times members of their sports teams were called in to assist
with law enforcement and especially emergency response
tasks.

Gary will be among three authors offering their books
for sale during the “Teen Canteen” event scheduled at the
Waseca County fairgrounds beginning at 10 a.m. and going
into a dance with live music the evening of Saturday, Sept.
5. (An advertisement elsewhere in this edition provides a
list of events.)

Many of the experiences summarized in the book, Gary
points out, could simply not happen today. He mentions
that, at that time, the county jail was in a building shaped
more like a house than an office structure. Although his
father did not, many sheriffs lived in their county’s jail
buildings. The Eustice family station wagon was frequently
used to respond to calls and even transport injured individ-

uals from an accident scene to the hospital.

“My dad was always on call,” Gary describes. “We
might be driving to a family picnic or going to a ball game,
and he would get an emergency call. Suddenly we were
witnesses to whatever was going on. It became part of the
lifestyle when we got older; Dad would purposely call on
us.

“When I look back on it, at least on my part, I saw it as
an opportunity to spend time with my dad.”

Now in his 70s, Gary is retired from a career in counsel-
ing and as a licensed psychologist. The vocation started
when, looking for a job during his college years, Gary fol-
lowed his father’s advice that he get a job at a local boys’
home. His work led him to Hibbing, where he still resides.

He says he always felt as if the stories from his youth
should be preserved. Remembering Esther’s deep interest
in genealogy and family connections, he says, “I wanted to
pass the stories along to the next generation of Eustices.”

The push that got the ball rolling occurred in the 1990s.
Gary describes that he was volunteering with an Iron Range
public radio station when, one winter, everyone agreed to
write a Christmas story to be shared on air.

Gary wrote about being hired as a roving Santa for the
business district of Waseca, and then accepting a few offers
of extra pay to visit some city homes and be seen by fam-
ilies on Christmas Eve

Don offered to be his driver, dropping him off in front of
the homes, then circling the block until he reemerged. The
night was going smoothly enough, until Don received a call
about a vehicle in the ditch outside of town. Of course,
“Santa” had little choice but to accompany him...which
turned out be something of a godsend because the occu-
pants of the car were a mother and her children who had
left home abruptly when the man of the house had become
abusive.

Gary Eustice

As the driver and children spoke with Santa, Don backed
the car out of the snow. All returned to the family’s home,
where Santa joked with and comforted the children, then
helped shuffle the drunken perpetrator off to jail.

After airing locally, the story was picked up and played
by Minnesota Public Radio, whose producers encouraged
Gary to write more.

The two dozen or so essays having to do with the Eustice
family are a mixture of heartwarming, humorous, and har-
rowing, including the time Gary, his older brother Doug,
and the members of the high school wrestling team were
called upon to drag Clear Lake after the 1967 tornado be-
cause it was believed a woman’s body had been blown into
the water. A laugh-out-loud essay describes how Don dealt
with a motorcycle gang which had disrupted county fairs
elsewhere and then turned up at Waseca’s. Readers are
given an in-person look at the tensions which arise during
the search for a dangerous fugitive as Gary describes un-
expectedly finding himself at the edge of a cornfield hold-
ing a stick.

Along with the many varied stories in “Playing Cops,”
Gary says a few more are likely to be published in a second

WORTH REMEMBERING - "Playing Cops and
other stories | tell fairly well" was written by
Gary Eustice. The book is a collection of essays
and short stories, many of which are true life ac-
counts about Don Eustice, his time as sheriff,
and his approach to enforcing the law.

book he is currently in the process of writing, although he
offers no anticipated publication date. For now, interested
readers, if they wish, can satisfy themselves with a signed
copy of the book available on Sept. 5; sale price will be $20.

m Grandma D’s
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He explains that, as counter to
expectation as it might sound, ket-
tle corn stores well in the freezer.
“You can keep it for months,” he
shares.

The family’s association with
kettle corn began before twin

an art.

Mama’s” events in Owatonna, and
an occasional appearance at the
Waseca farmers market.

Dennis mentions it takes about
an hour to set up and an hour to
close down the booth. He declares
the best part of the job is customer
interaction, which is also a bit of

“The most important thing,” he
comments lightheartedly, “is that
the customer is king.” Polite inter-
actions, he clarifies, are only the

Most people would define a
cabin as a small, simple house in
a wild, remote place: a retreat
away from modern urban life.
Fortunately, Lisa and I don’t have
to travel hours north of the Twin
Cities to arrive at our cabin. In-
stead, we drive a mere 12 miles

Our small cabin is big on memories

by Dave Zika

Bits and Pieces

many pictures which hang on the
cabin wall.

We are blessed with three won-
derful, important circumstances
in owning our cabin. We have
great neighbors on both sides
who are quality people who love
to visit and are considerate for

sisters Diane and Debbie (now
Walden) were born. Their great-
grandmother “Linda Dolly” made
the treat on her kitchen stove
throughout their childhood. It was
with that heartwarming memory
in mind that the business was
named.

Decades later in the 1990s,
Dennis, Diane, Debbie and her
husband Dan came upon the idea
of selling kettle corn as a way to
help pay for their adult children’s
college educations. As they devel-
oped their plans, they spoke with
one vendor who was forthcoming
with advice and assistance. When
they discovered the purchase price
of the necessary machine would
be as high as $9,000, Dennis re-
members deciding he could make
the stainless steel popper himself,
since he knew how to weld and
could count on assistance from
some of his fellow employees at
Winegar’s.

Without that money-saving fac-
tor, he speculates, the business
may not have even gotten its start.

With the machine made, he re-
members he, Dan, and family
friend and neighbor Rodney
Meyer set the popper up in a small
building and began to experiment.
“It took lots of popping and testing
the recipe to get the perfect taste
of sweet and salty,” he recalls.

The business made its debut at
the 1999 Waseca County Fair, and
went on to offer its product at var-
ious other events in the region.
Dennis remembers business was
sometimes particularly brisk at
“Rockin’ in the Quarry,” a series
of music events at the Vetter Stone
Amphitheater in Mankato. It was
there, he recalls, that he realized
he could produce a batch of kettle
corn roughly every eight minutes:
a “batch” is about eight large bags,
each well over 2 feet long.

The booth was manned by Den-
nis, Diane, Debbie, and their
young adult children. These days,
it is mostly Dennis and Diane who
take the time to set up shop. They
have reduced their circuit to
mostly the Waseca County Fair,
the spring and fall “Rustic

beginning.

When the business was young,
Dennis remembers giving away as
much as a fourth of his product as
samples. He still fields questions
from people not acquainted with
kettle corn, clarifying that it is
more than buttered popcorn, but
not caramel corn.

He tells of many lessons learned
over time, including that popcorn
kernels can be remarkably special-
ized. Some, he shares, open in a
sort of mushroom shape. “We like
the ones that open all the way
around,” he says.

He remembers a time at New
Richland’s Farm and City Days
when, during setup, a plug was ac-
cidentally dislodged before the LP
nozzle was connected to the
cooker. “It sounded like a jet en-
gine taking off,” he remembers.
“People really scattered when they
heard it.”

And one small but interesting
detail he enjoys as time goes on is
the stirring stick used inside the
cooking kettle. “It has to be fine-
fibered hardwood maple,” he
shares. “As you use it over time, it
gradually wears away. The way
the maple breaks down, it’s safe
for people to eat the tiny frag-
ments that come in their popcorn—
they don’t even know they’re
there.

“But over time, our stick gets
very gradually shorter and
shorter.” Dennis says he knows
one vendor whose stirring stick,
once 4.5 feet long, had been worn
down to 3 feet in length.

“The business has served us
well,” he summarizes. “It’s work,
but it’s also a lot of fun. And now
that our kids don’t need the money
for college any more, now Diane
and I can use the money any way
we want.”

Grandma D’s does plan to be at
the Don Eustice memorial event
set for Sept. 5 at the county fair-
grounds. “We like to give back to
the community,” mentions Den-
nis. “We’re glad to help the family
out by being part of what they’re
doing.”

north of Waseca on Highway 13.
There, on a hill along a quiet res-
idential street in Waterville, is our
home away from home on a small
piece of shoreline in the southeast
corner of Lake Tetonka. As you
drive up the half-grass-half-
gravel driveway, you pass the
storage shed and arrive at the
front door. A “Camp Zika” sign
hangs on a large, oak stump to the
west of the cabin. The large
wooden sign features a beautiful,
etched walleye in the middle of
the print. A tall, magnificent pine
stands whispering toward the
back; it rivals any pine located in
the Brainerd Lakes area. The
cabin has withstood two floods,
staying dry because it is located
on a hill. It has lost a dock, pon-
toon and lift to a tornado. Winds
reaching up to 70 mph have taken
several oak trees and a huge cot-
tonwood.

Lisa calls our retreat a “baby”
cabin—small, inviting, cozy, and
full of love. One big room is
knotty pine from floor to a
pitched ceiling. A wall of win-
dows is located on the north wall,
open to a beautiful lake view. The
TV, chairs and couch, dining
room table, and kitchen are all in-
cluded in what we call the main
room.

Lisa’s woodsy touches are on
display everywhere in this space.
Lampshades featuring moose,
bear, and pine trees, along with a
hanging light made with branches
highlight the room. A round,
wooden table features a collec-
tion of bears with Papa Bear
holding a sign that says “The
Zikas.”

Lisa has given me permission
to display three mounted trophy
fish on the wall along with a
mounted wood duck and a ruffed
grouse in this space. I also have a
collection of old fishing lures in

a display case, an old trout creel,
and a mallard decoy framed in
barnwood: these personal touches
give this old camper much pleas-
ure.

A small bedroom with a “full”
sized bed, a bunkbed, and a
dresser and closet comprise the
cabin’s sleeping quarters. The
knotty pine walls are full of pic-
tures of memories made at the
lake. Our daughter-in-law Shan-
non has taken many beautiful
photos: among them are grand-
children visiting Camp Zika dur-
ing the summer, cardinals and
orioles at the feeders, fun in the
boats and on the water, and the
boys’ first times up on water skis.
Two of my favorites are a spec-
tacular sunset behind some fish-
ing boats printed on canvas and a
picture of the family at the front
of the cabin.

The bathroom is spacious, with
a shower, washer and dryer, and
plenty of cabinet and drawer
space.

Over the years, scores of
friends have visited, bringing
food, beverages and many
thoughtful cabin decorations and
wall hangings. “Gone fishing,”
“Hook, line and drinkers,” and
“Tetonka Lake Lodge” are clas-
sics. On the back outdoor wall of
the cabin hangs a thermometer
which also illustrates bait lures. A
tin sign nearby features the Bud-
weiser clydesdales.

The cabin has a wonderful deck
just out the back door. Lisa had
me make a stand-up shelf...or
table...or whatever it should be
called...out of pallets which
stand vertically and landscaping
bricks for the top. I complained
as I built it, but visitors love it
and admire how creative it is.

A table and chairs shaded by a
large umbrella are also on the
deck, as is a grill.

The cabin has a second deck
halfway down the stairs leading
to the water; that, too, has out-
door furniture for comfortable
visits and snacking. A long hedge
of dogwoods gives us privacy
from the cabins located to our
east and west.

When we lost our daughter
Katie, the cabin became a memo-
rial to her, a place she loved bey-
ond measure. Katie’s friends and
our friends gave us many
thoughtful mementos: a bench
swing for viewing sunsets rocks
on the second deck. Several wind
chimes blow in the wind making
beautiful music in memory of
Katie. A big moon accompanied
by some stars hangs on a side of
the shed. Many, many birdhouses
give life to young birds in honor
of Katie. My favorite is KT’s
Kool Condos: the roots of this
tree-shaped birdhouse are made
from license plates reading 045-
KTZ. Every spring into summer,
the “condos” provide shelter to at
least three families of wrens.
Katie is also remembered in

our senior well-being. We also
have a great view of the lake;
people always comment on it. All
season long, biting bugs are at a
minimum. We experience few
mosquitos, gnats or biting flies.

A sign hangs on the cabin wall
which lists eight cabin rules.
Some of them are easily met.
“Soaking up the sun,” “eating and
drinking plenty,” “go boating”
and “sit by the fire” are rules we
have followed persistently for
decades. I can still wake up every
morning smiling and singing a
good morning song to Lisa. “Be
grateful for every day,” “nap
often,” and “enjoy a sunset’--
especially on Katie’s bench—are
easily accomplished.

A little towel hanging in the
bathroom, a gift from one of
Lisa’s best friends, reads: Love
grows best in little cabins, with
fewer walls to separate. Where
you eat and sleep so close to-
gether, you can’t help but com-
municate. Oh, and if we had more
room between us, think of all
we’d miss. Love grows best in lit-
tle cabins just like this.
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Council considers
fines for repeat

nuisance

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

During the Tuesday, Aug.18
Waseca city council meeting,
council members considered a
proposal by city manager Carl
Sonnenberg regarding whether
the city should impose fines
when residents repeatedly fail to
respond to “nuisance” requests.
City code lists nuisances as be-
haviors or activities which “un-
reasonably annoy, injure, or
endanger the safety, health or
morals, comfort or repose of any
member of the public; or will
tend to alarm, anger or disturb
others to provoke a breach of the
peace which requires the city to
respond.” Examples might in-
clude not mowing their lawn, al-
lowing  yard  debris to
accumulate, or keeping furniture
or inoperable vehicles on their
property.

Sonnenberg proposed creating
anew element of city code meant
to “regulate repeat nuisance calls
for service.” He explained the
purpose of this regulation would
be to reduce the number of in-
stances when law enforcement
officers must visit property
owners to notify them they are
not complying with city code or
that their behavior is unaccept-
able, and requesting that they
change it. Under the proposed
new ordinance, property owners
would be fined if they fail to
comply and must again be visited
by law enforcement officers.

Sonnenberg justified his pro-
posal by saying it is a cost to the
public when police are spending
excessive amounts of time at a
single residence for repeated
visits, and are therefore not help-

notices

ing other citizens. He rec-
ommended that this order could
apply to any and all residents or
owners of whatever property re-
ceives too many nuisance calls.
The proposed code would in-
clude a fee schedule applying to
residents who have been visited
by four or more city officials or
police officers in a 365-day
period. Possible fee levels might
be $100 for the first offense;
$250 for the second; $750 and
$1,000 for the third and fourth,
respectively. Those who would
be fined would have 30 days to
pay, with delinquent payments
subject to late fees. Residents
wishing to appeal a nuisance fee
would be required to do so at the
following city council meeting.
After hearing Sonnenberg’s
summary, Mayor Randy Zim-
merman suggested the first fine
should be imposed after three of-
fenses, rather than four; council-
man Jeremy Conrath commented
the first fine should occur after
only two offenses. Sonnenberg
suggested the proposed ordi-
nance should also include more
specifications about which types
of complaints would lead to the
fine, or the city might be accused
of targeting certain people. As
discussion on the matter con-
tinued, council members seemed
to be in favor of expanding the
time frame during which calls are
handled to 18 months or possibly
two years. The council encour-
aged Sonnenberg to continue
moving toward a public work
session and to complete this plan.
No vote was taken, but the topic
was scheduled to be addressed at
the council’s Sept. 1 meeting.

An invitation to the
County Farm
Bureau Farm and
Home Safety Day

From Debbie Roembhildt: I am
again coordinating the Farm Bu-
reau Farm and Home Safety Day
on Tuesday, Sept. 15, at the north
side of the buildings on the Waseca
Fairgrounds. The day starts at 9
a.m. and includes 6 different safety
stations; elementary students from
all over the area will be attending.

Various organizations will be
there, including the Steele Waseca
Coop, Waseca Sheriff’s Office,
Crystal Valley, FM Bank-David
Trcka of Waseca, Summers Ridge
Veterinary from Janesville and
Northland Farm Systems-Owa-
tonna. I want to thank these busi-
nesses for their time and
contributions.

Please come out to see what we
do for our local fifth-graders com-
ing from New
Richland/Hartland/Ellendale/Gene
va, Trinity Lutheran School in Ja-

nesville, Janesville Public School,
Waseca Team Academy and
Waseca CIS Schools. We expect
about 260 students.

As in the past, we will have a
Mock FARM Accident involving a
tractor with a PTO running. This
event is thanks to our local Waseca
Fire and Rescue, and North
Waseca Ambulance which makes
the helicopter evacuation possible.

I want to thank the following for
their donations to help fund this
event - Culligan, Waseca; County
Corn & Soybean Growers;
Schoenfeld Family Fund; Cally Jo
Children’s Fund; Janesville State
Bank; Keen Bank; Compeer Fi-
nancial and MinnWest Bank.

We hope to see you out there for
the day or part of the day!
SAFETY FIRST!!

Debbie Roemhildt (507-461-
7074)

m Teachers

from Page 1

there and do whatever they
choose to do.”

During the event, it was also
announced the Rotary Club
members will be selling pump-
kins, sweet corn, decorative
corn and assorted gourds during
the fall sales at the University of

Minnesota’s Southern Research
and Outreach Center. Sales will
be from 3 to 7 p.m. on Thursday,
Sept. 3; from 8 a.m. until noon
on Saturday, Sept. 5; and again
from 8 a.m. until noon on Sat-
urday, Sept. 10 and Saturday,
Oct. 12.

Anyone interested in infor-
mation about joining the Rotary
Club is invited to contact the or-
ganization at
wasecarotary@gmail.com.

City awards contract, honors high school athletes

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

During their meeting the evening
of Aug. 18, members of the Waseca
council awarded the bid for general
contractor services for construction,
modification, and installation of the
new aeration blowers at the Waste-
water Treatment Plant to Winona
Mechanical for just under $260,000.

Mayor Randy Zimmerman issued
a proclamation honoring five Waseca
High School track members who ad-
vanced to their state tournament:
William Mansfield took the state
championship in pole vault with 15-
foot clearance; Tovin Grannis earned
second in the 300-meter hurdles.
Sonny Mei, Brady Tlougan, Malachi
Nobel and Tovin Grannis, members
of the four-person 400-meter relay
team, took third place. The team

WASECA
CITY COUNCIL

members and their coach, David
Abel, were present for the meeting.
Commented Abel, “These are the
kinds of kids that do the right thing,
they work hard, come to practice
every day and make a difference. Not
only are they leaders in the track pro-
gram but also in the community.
Mansfield will be gone after this
year, but I got the other guys for
another year so we’ll see what they
can do.”

The council scheduled a public
hearing regarding vacating an ease-
ment in the Fox Meadows subdivi-
sion for 7 p.m. the evening of Sept.
1. The hearing regards a request to
increase the buildable space in lot 8

of the subdivision.

Alicia Fischer, Finance/HR Direc-
tor for Waseca gave a presentation on
the special revenue funds budget.

It was announced during the meet-
ing that Police Chief Kris Markeson
will give a presentation about e-bikes
and scooters during the council meet-
ing on Tuesday, Sept. 15.

Council members approved nam-
ing Rebecca Prescher to the city's
Economic Development Authority
for a 6-year term ending September
30, 2032.

As part of its MS4 Permit respon-
sibilities, the city is required to pro-
vide at least one annual opportunity
for the public to give input on the
adequacy of the city stormwater pol-
lution prevention plan. A hearing for
that purpose took place during the
meeting, beginning at 8:09 p.m.

Councilman Jeremy Conrath stated
he wants the public to know im-
provements are being made. Sonnen-
berg referred to the intersection of
8th Street and 8th Ave NE and said,
“Because of the improvements made
last year, we have not had to drain
that crossing.”

Discussion after the brief hearing
moved to other topics. Councilman
Mark Christiansen asked why the
downtown walkway is still the re-
sponsibility of the park board. City
manager Carl Sonnenberg said if
board members would like to defer
responsibility, they can do so once
the downtown walkway renovations
are complete. Christiansen then said
the shelter at the dog park is now
complete and he will be working on
painting the tires next.

WASECA BRAVES - 2026
NAME G AB R H E |2B/3B HR| SB SACBB/HP SO RBI SLG% OB% | AVG
Hitting
Cromer, Danny 6 5/ 0 1, 2,0/ 0 0|0/ 0O 0 3 0  0.200 | 0.200 | 0.200
Cunningham,Kodi | 7 56 | 0 | 0 0|0 O O | O O 1 4 0.000 | 0.167 | 0.000
Garza, Payton 2086 12 26 84 0 0 | 2 | 2 12 9 | 16 | 0.349 | 0.388 | 0.302
Glynn, Chris 1173, 0 0 1,0 0 0 0 O 2 0 1 | 0.000 | 0.400 0.000
Hanson, Ryan 1547 11/ 8 |10 0 0 1 1 2 10 |12 5 | 0.234 | 0.316 | 0.170
Hoehn, Zach 6 16| 2 2 1,0/ 0 0|0 O 6 8 | 2 | 0125 | 0.364 | 0.125
Honstad, Owen 12|16 3 |1 |4 0/ 0| O 1 2 3 4 1 | 0.063 | 0.211 | 0.063
Huiras, Cody 217516 120 3|2 /0, 0 1 6 11 9 | 13 | 0.293 | 0.360 | 0.267
Klinger, Kellen 1033, 3|7 0, 00| 0O O 1 4 11| 8 | 0.212 | 0.297 | 0.212
Larson, Tink 6, 0 0 0 O/ 0O O O|O0] O 0 0 | 0 | 0.000 0.000 | 0.000
Loonan, Jimmy 8/ 24/ 4 6 2|20 0 1 1 4 10 | 6 | 0.333 | 0.357 | 0.250
Nelson, Kelvin 19/ 66 20 20 4 3 0 0 3 2 22 8 | 12 | 0.348 | 0.477 | 0.303
Plendl, Tom 8 6,/ 0 0 OO0 0O 0 0 O 0 3 0  0.000 | 0.000 o0.000
Reger, Jason 5/ 2,0 0 0/ 00 0|0 O 0 0 | 0 | 0.000 0.000 | 0.000
Reger, Logan 1412 0 1 2 0 0, 0 O0 O 2 5 0  0.083 | 0.214 | 0.083
Reger, Tyson 19/ 8232|391 /1000 | 2 5 1 13 5 |10 | 0.671 | 0.547 | 0.476
Robran, David 7,13/ 0 | 2 2|00 0|0 | O 4 7 | 1 0154  0.353  0.154
Roeker, Keato 2177 18 |35 /172 |1/ 1 |10 3 10 | 16 17 | 0.545 | 0.517 | 0.455
Schafer, Jaiden 6 7 1 O/ 1/0 0/ 0 0 O 0 4 0 | 0.000 0.000  0.000
Schoenrock, Ben 513/ 1,0 4,0/ 0 0|0 O 0 7 1 | 0.000  0.000 0.000
Teague, Sabastian 11/ 32| 4 | 4 |1 10 0 1 | 1 5 | 22| 5 0156  0.243 | 0.125
Wangen, Ryan 12/32/ 1 6 0/ 0 O 0 1|5 6 7 | 4 | 0188 | 0.316 | 0.188
Waugh, Kyle 19/ 68 14|19 0 4 0 4 1 1 16 | 26 19 | 0.515 | 0.417 | 0.279
TOTALS 22720 142197 53|28 1| 8 | 27 | 27 | 131 |180121 0.349 | 0.385 | 0.274
OPPONENTS 22733122146 48|25/ 2 5 36 | 13 | 115 [230| 93 | 0.259 | 0.308 | 0.199
NAME G/ CGSH S W|L R ER H BB SO | HBP IP ERA
Pitching

Cromer, Dan 2, 0 0 00O 5|5 1 7.0 0 0.67 | 67.16
Garza, Payton 3/0/0 0 02 16 | 13 13 8 | 4 7 11.00 | 10.64
Hoehn, Zach 5, 00 0 1|2 25| 14 7 18 | 25 5 16.00 | 7.88

Hanson, Ryan 6 0 0 2 00 16 | 15 21 |15 | 21 1 13.00 | 10.38
Honstad, Owen 1.0 0 0 0|0 0 0 1 1 1 0 1.00 0.00

Meyers, Keith 170 0 0|0 0 0|0 1 o 1 2 1.00 0.00

Nelson, Kelvin 5,00 0 1|0 8 1 16 | 11 | 13 0 16.33 | 0.55

Reger, Logan 2, 0 0|0 2 0 6 | 5 11 4 7 1 11.00 | 4.09

Reger, Tyson 12| 6 | 1 | 1 8 2 22 | 11 52 | 17 [117| 12 | 82.33 | 1.20

Roeker, Keato 6, 0 0 0 1|3 24 | 18 23 | 34 M 6 25.67 | 6.31

Forfeit 110

TOTALS 23 6 | 1| 3 14| 9 122 | 82 146 115230 34 178.00 4.15

Got news? ® 837-6767 ® news@wasecacountypioneer.com

Waseca Office
215 Elm Ave E
Waseca, MN
507-835-5240
888-835-5244

. 216 N Main St
. Janesville, MN
. 507-234-5106
: 888-980-1210

. Janesville Office |

www.phblawoffice.com

' Owatonna Office Faribault Office
. 150 W Park Sq | 4152 Ave NW
. Owatonna, MN | Faribault, MN

© 507-451-9000

‘ . 507-332-7425
. 866-451-9010 |

Your Trusted Local Law Offices for Over 50 Years

USED
BOOKSTORE

RECYCLE YOUR BOOKS
WITH US

507-455-3440
eatonshooks@q.com
Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-3:30

602 North Cedar Ave Owatonna MN 55060

www.guardiannrg.com

GUARDIAN ENERGY

AMERICAN MADE, FARMER OWNED
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Labor for the Lord

By REV. MIKE COGLAN

About 40 years ago, a woman
named Susan arrived at work on
Michigan Avenue in Chicago.
She didn’t like her job as a mail-
room clerk. She hated her com-
mute. She didn’t like the people
she worked with. She especially
didn’t like the man who kept sex-
ually harassing her.

She hadn’t even made it to the
mailroom when the man got be-
hind her on an escalator. He
started harassing her again, so
she reached into her purse, pulled
out a gun, and shot him. Then she
lit a cigarette and rode to the top
of the escalator while her co-
worker lay bleeding behind her.

Meanwhile, people were div-
ing for cover. Briefcases fell to
the floor. Men and women in
business suits were hiding behind
planters or lying on the floor.

That’s about when I walked in.
I heard my boss shout, “Mike,
get down!” Someone else yelled,
“Gun!” So, I jumped into the
stairwell and jogged up 12 floors
to my office.

I don’t remember much else
about that day. But I remember
thinking how remarkable it was
that someone could become so
unhappy with her work that she
was willing to kill. Not everyone
is that unhappy with their job, but
many people are unhappy with
their vocation.

This was not God’s intention
for us.

This coming Labor Day is a
holiday created to honor the con-
tributions of everyday laborers.
Once a year, America reminds us
that our jobs matter to our coun-
try. But you should also know
that your work matters to God.

God cares what you do for a
living, and He cares how well
you do it. Your computer, shovel,
tools, or tape measure can all be-
come sacred instruments. You
should be looking forward to
going to work this week—or at
least going without carrying a
gun!

About 500 years ago, the Ref-
ormation emphasized an impor-
tant idea: our work is a holy
calling. We are all called to a vo-
cation, not just those who work
in ministry.

Hebrews 12:1 tells us of “a
race marked out for us.” Ulti-
mately, we want to be able to say
with Paul in 2 Timothy 4:7: “I
have fought the good fight, I
have finished the race, I have
kept the faith.”

Much of our “race” is con-
sumed with earning a living. I re-
member every job I’ve had
beginning at age 16. Each job left
me longing for something differ-
ent. Eventually, I made a major
change and moved from a busi-
ness career into spiritual work,
which has satisfied me deeply. I
don’t think everyone should go to
seminary. But I do think every-
one should learn to see their job
as a spiritual calling.

The Bible is clear that work is
a gift from God. God gave Adam
and Eve work to do before they
sinned. God Himself is
frequently described as a worker.
Work is not a necessary evil that
gets in the way of our calling.

Our work is our calling. So how
do we make our jobs a spiritual
adventure?

First, make God your boss.
Colossians 3:23 says: “Whatever
you do, work at it with all your
heart, as working for the Lord,
not for men.”

I once heard about a Christian
leader who complimented a
flight attendant on her extraordi-
nary patience. She had cared gra-
ciously for everyone on the
flight, even an obnoxious,
drunken passenger. He offered to
write her employer a letter prais-
ing her. She declined. “I don’t
work for the airlines,” she said.
“I work for Jesus Christ.”

That changes everything. Your
ultimate goal isn’t to impress
your supervisor, get a promotion,
or win an award. You are work-
ing for God.

Next, see your work as an act
of worship. Think about the
people God used in Scripture. Jo-
seph worked in government.
David worked in livestock, the
military, and politics. Nehemiah
was a building contractor. Pris-
cilla and Aquila operated a busi-
ness. Lydia managed a
prosperous textile enterprise.
Their jobs were not obstacles to
their spiritual calling. Their jobs
were part of their calling.

And remember Jesus. He spent
most of His earthly life working
as a carpenter, not preaching ser-
mons. Do you think Jesus spent
those years wishing He were
doing something more impor-
tant? No. He was doing some-
thing important.

When God makes something,
it is important. God made your
hands, and when your hands use
your God-given abilities to make,
repair, serve, manage, build,
teach, or care, that work can be-
come worship.

Finally, work for a testimony.
Our work can make the gospel
attractive. Titus 2 tells believers
to live and work in such a way
that “the teaching about God our
Savior” becomes attractive.

The gospel must be seen as
well as heard. People see it in our
honesty, integrity, patience,
moral purity, quality of work, and
care for others.

Colossians 4:5-6 says: “Be
wise in the way you act toward
outsiders; make the most of
every opportunity. Let your con-
versation be always full of
grace.” The Christian in the mar-
ketplace is an ambassador for
God. Your craft can become a
means of evangelism. Your work
earns you the credibility to share
your faith.

Dorothy Sayers once said that
the church should tell a Christian
carpenter that the first demand of
his religion is that he should
“make good tables.” That is the
heart of a biblical view of work.

Your job is not merely a way to
pay the bills. It can be a calling,
an act of worship, and a tes-
timony. So whatever work God
has placed before you, do it for
God. Do it as worship. And do it
in a way that makes the gospel
attractive.

The only Christian work is
good work, well done.

Oak & Rye
"two farm
girls doing
their thing”

By BEN REVERMANN

1S

Staff writer

The rain stopped just in time for the Saturday,
Aug. 29 Waseca Farmers Market. Despite a
forecast calling for more precipitation, the
clouds cleared up so those at the market saw the

sun peek through around 9 a.m.

With the threat of rain, there were a few less
vendors at the fairgrounds. But among those
who persevered was Oak & Rye Farm out of Ja-
nesville. As the Pioneer approached, there was
a hearty discussion with a customer over every-
one's shared frustration with the green bean

Aug. 29, 2026.

crop this year, “I don’t know what the problem

is, we started out not getting any earlier this
summer, but now they’re exploding in growth.”
The customer, arms filled by a bouquet of

flowers, nodded in agreement.

Manning the Oak & Rye Farm stand were
Kathy Witt, 55 and her daughter Katey, 23.
These two were carrying out sales in their 1993
refurbished horse trailer, offering both flowers
and vegetables. “But,” said Kathy, “we sell
mainly flowers right now. In the coming weeks
we’ll be selling raspberries, strawberries and
blueberries as the crop comes in, and yes, more
flowers.” Vegetables on display included green
beans, cucumbers, red and yellow onions and

cherry tomatoes.

Toward the back of their display were two
buckets of stemmed flowers, not bundled, but
loose. Katey said, “Those are for the kids as
they pass by, we give those flowers away for
free and they can take as many as they want.”
The flowers were not “seconds” in any way,
and included zinnias, asters, scabiosa, celosia,
sunflowers and much more. Continued Katey,
“We pick those when they are only half open
so that way the kids who get the free ones will
have them for that much longer.”

Flowers available for purchase were mostly
done up in arrangements, some in vases, others
in mason jars or single bud vases. The two ex-
plain they have no specific training in growing
or arranging the flowers. Said Kathy, “We’re

OAK & RYE - Katey and Kathy Witt of Oak & Rye Farm were selling their flowers and
discussing produce with Randy Peterson at the Waseca Farmers Market on Saturday,
Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

just two farmgirls doing our thing.” Also for
sale at the booth were some handmade key-
chains and sewn items including handbags.

Randy Peterson from Otisco, who stopped by
to say hello and check out the vegetables, was
kind enough to pose for a photo. Kathy says she
wants everyone to know, their entire farm is
chemical free: “We don’t spray. Also, in the
coming weeks Oak & Rye Farms will start sell-
ing pumpkins, gourds and squash alongside our
berries.” She admits she’s not running a full
farm, “We’re just a hobby farm, three cows,
two donkeys and ten goats.” Oak and Rye Farm
expects to be set up on future Waseca farmers
market Saturdays. More information is avail-
able on Facebook at @oakandryefarm.

An orphan finds meaning in America’s northwest

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

The movie “Train Dreams” was
made available on Netflix in 2025
and follows fictional railroad and
mountain man Robert Grainier over
the course of his lifetime. Directed
by Clint Bentley who co-wrote the
script alongside Greg Kwedar, it
stars Joel Edgerton and Felicity
Jones and has a nice selection of
stars who play major and sometimes
minor roles The cinematography
took place over a 30-day period and
is nothing short of breathtaking.

The time period for this PG-13
movie starts in the late 1800s and
begins with six-year-old Grainier
and his first memory of arriving by
train in Bonners Ferry, Idaho. He re-
members nothing of his parents.
Over the course of his lifetime, he
becomes a logger and works within
a few dozen miles of the Pacific
Ocean, though he never sees it, and
up to 40 miles inside Montana. He
develops a sudden interest in attend-
ing church when a girl named Gla-

By Ben Revermann

Revermann
Recommends

Some favorite movies you are likely to enjoy

dys, played by Jones, catches his
eye, which eventually leads him to
form a family and have a daughter
on a single acre on the Moyie River.
He later rates this as the happiest
time of his life, and one he thinks
about constantly later on. He hates
leaving his family, but the life of a
logger and logging season require
the man with the ax to be there, and
he must support them—until the big
forest fire happens and tragedy
strikes.

His life up to that point is one of
hard work. He is a kind man, and he
does his best to avoid violence, de-
spite the kind of work he does and
the strength in his hands. He re-

marks how different each of the men
he works with is while clearing trees
for the railroad; much of the movie
is his reflections regarding those
men. William H. Macy of Fargo
fame plays a refreshing role as a
world-wise explosives expert. Clif-
ton Collins Jr. is one of my favorite
actors: He’s in this movie for less
than a minute as a man who lay
dying and begs a small drink from a
flask hidden in his boot. Rainier also
befriends a Chinese man working
among the loggers who, because it
is during WWI and America is at
war with China, is grabbed by the
other loggers and thrown off a
bridge to his death. During the mur-

der, Grainier attempts to protest, cal-
ling out, “What’s he done?” He re-
ceives no reply and sees the
Chinaman’s ghost for the rest of the
movie.

There is minimal dialogue in this
film, yet Edgerton successfully con-
veys a tone of pain and sadness. It’s
as if he is wearing this movie and
we’re simply watching him walk
around in it. There are a few notable
quotes, even though all the dialogue
is quotable. Old logger's quote: “A
tree is a friend if you leave it alone.
If it touches a blade, it becomes a
war, and the tree a killer.” Grainier
has trouble finding meaning to his
life because of all the pain he feels
until a lady tells him, “In the forest,
the dead tree is just as important as
the live one.” As he provides the
narration for the film, Will Patton
uses his voice in a comforting way.

This movie did well enough at the
Sundance Film Festival that Netflix
now streams it. On average it has re-
ceived 8 out of 10.
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Offering Commercial
& Residential Services

Excavation

Site Development
Site Utilities
Basement Digging
Trucks & Hauling
Landscape Supplies

Demolition
Water & Waterline Repair

Septic Services
Snow Plowing

Rock, Sand, Gravel & Dirt

Jetting, Camera & Locating

Tesch Service Genter

Family-Owned Automotive Repair

e wheel alignments
* brake services

° suspension repairs
e towing & more!

Call us today!

MASTER AUTO
TECHNICIAN

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610
teschservice@mediacombb.net

CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH
2200 4th St NE, Waseca
507-835-2235
Service times 9:30 a.m.

* * *
4TH STREET EVANGELICAL
CHURCH
605 4th St NE, Waseca
507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew Isker)
Worship Sundays 10 a.m
* * *

FAITH UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-3167
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m.

* * *

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN
CHURCH
309 6th St NE, Waseca
507-835-9176
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School/Fellowship 10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Eve Worship 6:30 p.m.
* * *

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca
507-833-1703
Sundays 9:00 a.m.

* * *

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
314 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-2647
Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m.

* * *

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-4548 (office email:
lewaseca@hickorytech.net)
Worship Sunday 10 a.m.

* * *

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca
507-835-1709
Worship Sunday 9 a.m.
* * *
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH
111 4th St NW, Waseca
Father Glenn Ferichs
507-835-1222
Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m., Tues. and Wed.
at 8:30 a.m. and Thurs. at 7 a.m.; Saturdays
at 5 p.m.
* * *

REAL LIFE CHURCH

620 W Elm Ave, Waseca
507-833-0017
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
* * *
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-
DAY SAINTS
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca
507-835-4640
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m.
* B3 *

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1221 8th St SE, Waseca
507-835-2213
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday Worship
10:45 a.m.

* * *

CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca
507-833-1082
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun Evening
6:00 p.m., Wed. evening 6:30 p.m.

* B3 *

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

New Richland, Minnesota

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir and
Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship

* * *

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Otisco, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship
* & *
TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Peg Marose
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sunday
School; 10 a.m. Coffee
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7 p.m.
Council meeting
* B3 *
LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sunday
School
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting

E I

VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
VISTA EVANGELICAL
COVENANT CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Brian Schanil Pastor
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sunday
School
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Ministry, 1-
3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and Yard Games, 6
p-m. until dark
* * *
ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Father Glenn Ferichs
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 4th Fridays

p-m. Mass
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m.
* * *
FIRST LUTHERAN

Missouri Synod
Waldorf, Minnesota
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Larry Sipe
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m. Sunday
School and adult bible class
sk * &
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Freedom Township
Sunday — 9:15 a.m. Worship
* * *
ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
B3 * &
ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC
Waldorf, Minnesota
Father Brian Mulligan
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship
* * *
THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Brad Donner, Branch President
Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 11:20
a.m. Sunday School
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities, ages
12-18

* * *

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
412 N. Main Street, Janesville
Pastor Jason Wolter
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible Class,
10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
JANESVILLE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
401 N. West St., Janesville
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship
* b *
BLOOMING GROVE UNITED METH-
ODIST CHURCH
43089 180th St., Morristown
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer worship hours,
(10:45 a.m. Worship, winter)
* * *

ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
307 W. 2nd St, Janesville
10 a.m. - Mass
* * *
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 Owen St., Janesville
Pastor Sarah Krolak

* * *

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL CHURCH
Alma City, Minnesota
Pastor Robert Harting
Sunday - 10 a.m. }kVors*hip .

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Smiths Mill, Minnesota
Pastor Robert Harting
Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN
CHURCH ELCA
404 30 120th St. Waseca
Pastor Sarah Krolak
507-234-6463
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second sunday
“Young at heart”
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation
* sk *

NOTE: CHANGES IN CHURCH CAL-
ENDARS MUST BE MADE BY NOTIFI-
CATION FROM A MEMBER OF THE
CONGREGATION TO THE WASECA
COUNTY PIONEER.
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Janesville

25 years ago

- Trinity Lutheran School Fundraiser - Local church members
helped raise money for their school on Friday, July 20 by staffing
the concession stand at the Minnesota Twins-Seattle baseball game.
Workers included (front row) from left: Jane Mertens, Amy
Schreader, Leroy Kielmola, Renae Meyer and Linda Fetchenhier,
Second row: Don Goltz, Karen Goltz, Gloria Trahms, Dave Meyer,
Ben Guse, Dave Kleimola, Julle Schumacher and Scott Schu-
macher.

- Rev. Merwin Miller of Elysian Assembly of God Church located at
212 Park Ave. N.E. announced that a special celebration will be held
on Sunday, Aug. 19, at 10:30 a.m. when a loan burning ceremony will
be held. Rev. Wesley Vagle, Minnesota District Secretary and Treasurer
will be the guest speaker for the event. A new building was dedicated
on June 19, 2000, after 7-/2 months of hard work by the pastor and con-
gregation. Within one year after the dedication of the church building,
the indebtedness was paid off in full.

- Jacob Schreader (left) Janes-
ville and Blake Huelsnitz, Waseca,
were leading a baby cow around
the farmyard of the 1930s Farm.
Children and adults enjoyed pet-
ting the three-month-old baby.
Visitors could enjoy muzzie load-
ing, shingle making, wood saw-
Ing, butter churning, rug weaving
and much more at the Farmame-
rica August festival.

- Cassandra Kopischke, daughter
of Carrie and Jeffrey Kopischke of
Janesville, entered the United States
Air Force delayed enlistment program and is scheduled to enter active
duty on July 2, 2002. A 2002 graduate of Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton
High School, Airman Kopischke is scheduled to attend basic training
at Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas. According to Tech.
Sgt. Robert Nixon, the local Air Force recruiter, Airman Kopischke will
earn credits toward an associate’s degree in applied sciences through
the community college of the Air Force upon completion of basic train-
ing and technical training school.

50 years ago

- Thursday night, August 26, the Janesville Jaycees will be traveling
to Mankato on what could be the largest visitation in the history of the
Jaycees. The magic number is 58. Any Jaycee interested in going on
the excursion, meet in back of Stosh’s Bar at 7 p.m. Thursday night.
Sunday is the date for Summer District at St. Peter. All interested Jay-
cees meet at the parking lot in back of the Heritage House at 2:30 p.m.,
Sunday afternoon.

- A new town team baseball league will be the topic for discussion
when a group of baseball enthusiast meet in September. Towns unin-
vited to attend the meeting include Waterville, Morristown, Elysian,
New Richland, Janesville, LeCenter and Ellendale. Janesville baseball
coach Dave U’Ren has agreed to represent Janesville at the meeting,
but he told the Argus that he isn’t sure enough interest can be generated
locally to start a team. “I’ll be happy to attend the meeting,” he said,
“because I think the town needs something like that.”

- These three Janesville High School students were among 30
Civil Air Patrol members who spent a week la training recently at
Weseca Airport. From left they are Darold Rudolph, 17; Sally Prall,
17; and Danny Gahler, 17. All three have been members of the Civil
Air Patrol (CAP) for about a year. Gahler, right, was the first of the
30 to solo, but, before the week was over, all eadets had soloed. No-
tice the solo wings that each cadet is wearing on the antform. The
stadents are the children of Mesars, and Mmes. Delmar Rudolph,
Reuben Prall and Erst Gahler.

75 years ago

- The Janesville Red Sox blew a 4 run lead going into the ninth inning
last Thursday night and were dumped out of the Four County League
baseball playoffs by Ellendale. The victors tied up the score at 12 all in
the ninth and scored the winning run in the tenth. Sunday Ellendale
went 12 innings to defeat New Richland 14-12, advancing itself into
the finals. Ellendale and Owatonna locked horns Wednesday night, the
results of which are not known at this writing. If Ellendale lost, Owa-
tonna is the champ. Owatonna has to lose two before it is eliminated.

- Anyone with hard to fit feet should find the answer to his problems
at Joe’s Shoe Store in Janesville next Wednesday. On that day the Dr.
Scholl’s mobile unit carrying 1,650 pairs of shoes will roll up in front
of the store. The unit will feature free foot tests on scientifically devel-
oped device to anyone wishing it. The specialist will be at the store all
day. Full details will be found in the shoe store’s ad on page six of this

paper.

100 years ago

- Mark McMarty, the hog judge, writes me that he will be here
promptly at 9 o’clock A.M. Thursday, August 26th. To begin his work
judging the entries at the County Fair. All entries must be made
promptly as we are looking forward to a big show. Kindly notify me at
once how many pens you want. Those who have futurity litters be sure
that your final payments are made and your pedigrees straightened out
so that there will be no delay in making the awards. Be sure to bring
some kind of a hurdle so that you can transfer your hogs from their pens
to the new judging arena as quickly as possible. L.P. Zimmerman. Hog
Superintendent

- Mr. and Mrs. Cyril Gilday and Thomas Eustice left Thursday by car
for Gary, West Virginia, where Mr. Gilday has accepted a position in
the consolidated high school there and will be in charge of the manual
training department. Mr. Gilday is a graduate of Stout University and
is well-fitted for the splendid position he is soon to be in charge. Thomas
Eustice will stop off at Cleveland, O., where he will work for his brother
at that place.

Waseca

25 years ago

- Jeannie Stangler of Waseca and Gregg Feldkamp of Kansas City, Kan.,
are happy to announce their engagement and upcoming wedding. Jeannie
is the daughter of Jerome and Sue Stangler of Waseca. Gregg is the son of
Ray and Ann Feldkamp of Manhattan, Kan. Jeannie is a 1990 graduate of
Waseca High School and a 1994 graduate of the College of St. Benedict.
She is currently employed at St. Ann’s School in Belcourt, N.D. Gregg is a
1982 graduate of Hanover, Kan. and a 1986 graduate of Marymount College
of Kansas. He is currently employed with McQuay International in Fari-
bault. An October 13, 2001 wedding is planned.

- Anna Matilda Lamert and
Mark Edwin Gauger were united
in marriage on Saturday, June 9,
2001 in Simris, Sweden. A bi-lin-
gual ceremony was held at 4 p.m.
Parents of the couple are Boris
and Gunilla Lamert of Lund,
Sweden and Ron and Barbara
Gauger of Waseca. Attendants
were Celia Lamert Larnert and
Richard Gauger of Menomonee,
Wisconsin. A reception dinner and
dance was held at Kariaby Kro
following the wedding. The couple
is at home in Woodside, Califor-
nia. Mark graduated from Waseca
High School in 1983 and from
Stanford University in 1987. Mat-
ilda graduated from the University
of Lund, Sweden. They are both
currently employed by Parametric Technology in San Jose, California.

- Steve and Amy Schauer of Waseca, are proud to announce the birth of
their son, Porter Steven, born June 14, 2001 at 6:56 a.m. at the Owatonna
Hospital. He weighed four pound, six ounces and was 17 and three-quarter
inches in length. Maternal grandparents are Melvin and Ruth Meyer of Wal-
dorf. Paternal grandparents are Glen and Joan Schauer of Waseca.

- Cally Jo's sister Jayme, left, Miss Minnesota Katherine Hill and
Cally'e mother Connie led the event last year along with a long list of
people who gave of their time to make it a great success.

50 years ago

- Four students from the Waseca are were among the 59 students who
completed academic requirements for degrees from Winona State Univer-
sity during the 1976 first summer session, according to Dr. Donald Warner,
Vice-President for Academic Affairs. The area graduates included: Carmen
P. Klomp, Master of Science in elementary education and Michael D.
Klomp, both of Waseca, Master of Science in elementary school admin-
istration; Maxine K. Sheffert, R.2, Waseca, Bachelor of Arts in Paralegal,
minor in political science, graduated with honor and Dean Clark Swenson,
son of Mrs. Leona Swenson, 110 3rd St., Buffalo Center, Iowa, Bachelor
of Science in art and speech Theatre, graduate with high honor.

- Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Grob of Waseca announce the engagement of
their daughter, Barbara Ann to Scott R. Taylor, son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter
B. Taylor of Wichita, Kan. Barbara Ann is currently working for the De-
partent of the Army, Washington, D.C. as a computer specialist. Scott is
employed as a systems analyst by the Honeywell Information Systems, Inc.,
McLean, Va. A Den. 27 wedding at Sacred Heart Church in Waseca is
planned.

75 years ago

- Officials of the ASC here were well pleased with the response and in-
terest of Waseca county farmers in the solid bank program. There were 262
agreements entered into. Under the program 2,783.5 acres were signed-up,
mostly for small grain and hay. Payments to farmers will total $133,733.24.
Dodge county, the same size as Waseca county but with more farms and
due to the absence of lakes, had 237 signers selling aside 2,174 acres. Pay-
ments will total $99,121. Goodhue County had 419 signers for 3,121 acres
of corn and 102 of wheat land.

- Indications are that a large number of rural and city people will attend
the mass meeting a Central school auditorium tonight-Thursday, 8 o’clock.
Dr. Otto E. Domain, former Waseca school super intendent, will explaining
the recommendations of the University’s Bureau of Field Studios and Sur-
veys, which has gone over the problems to be met locally by the new con-
solidation of districts. Members of the local board of education and Supt.
E.W. Eininger will be present to answer questions pertaining to the school.
However, they expect to learn the wishes of the people through the ques-
tions which they hope will be raised.

- Members of the Waseca Lions club have been invited to take part in the
Faribault Lions Jungle days at the new Faribault golf and country club. The
day is Monday and the tee off will be from noon to 3 p.m. Dinner will be
served at 6:30 p.m and there have been promised fun and prizes whether
visitors golf or not. Several members of the local Lions club have expressed
the intentions of attending.

100 years ago

- Thrift tickets reducing on-third of the price of admission tot he Minne-
sota State Fair and the Northwest Dairy Exposition, have been put on sale
throughout the state, through the agency of banks, creameries and business
organization. These money-savers can be purchased before August 29 in
units of four each. The saving on each clip of four tickets is on dollar. Ac-
cording to State Fair officials the tickets will admit an adult or an automo-
bile to an outside gate, or will admit an adult or child to the unreserved
section of the grand stand, bleachers or horse show. The date for the State
Fair and Dairy Exposition this year is the week of September 4 to 11. Dairy
and beef cattle premiums this year total $28,786. Dairy animals will receive
$15,555 of this money.

- Patriotism is something more than a sentiment, however enthusiastically
expressed. It is something more than saluting the flag or singing America
and the Star-Spangled Banner. Patriotism is consciousness of obligation and
readiness for sacrifice. —John Geer Hibben.

- Among several things predicted such as Governor Christianson’s sweep-
ing the state over Johnson and Grace Kaercher’s re-election as clerk of the
supreme court, Jim McNulty says there will be a late fall-the mildest winter
in 1926-1927 in history; early spring and a warm summer in 1927, with a
big crop all ove the northwest.--Stillwater Gazette.

New Richland

25 years ago

- On Wednesday, August 1, Jason Churchill received a letter from the
Los Angeles Dodgers area scout, Jerry Raddatz of Winona, inviting him
to workout and tryout camp at the Minnesota State baseball complex in
Mankato. Only nine were invited to participate in the tryout camp. Jason
was the only catcher.

- At the meeting of the New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva
School Board. Monday night, three new employees were hired. They
approved the contract of Stephen Fredrickson as high school principal
beginning August 17. A contract for 185 days was approved for Shelly
Mangskau of Geneva for 185 days as kindergarten instructor at New
Richland. The position of special education instructor at Ellendale was
filled by hiring Marcie Lieske for a 185 day contract.

- Pam Marquardt, daughter of Phil and Bonnie Marquardt of Janesville
and Ben Trumbell, son of Ranae Trumballl of Waseca and the late Brian
Trumball announce their engagement and forthcoming marriage.

- area students named to the 2001 spring semester dean’s list at the
University of Minnesota Crookston were Robert D. Johannsen, Free-
born, Health management; and Paula K. Meyers, New Richland, busi-
ness management.

- Mrs. Robert (Sharon) Kortuem is the only new member of the
New Richland-Hartland High School teaching staff this year. She
will be teaching spanish I. A graduate of the College of St. Teresa at
Winona, she has taught at Ironton, Ohio, Saginaw, Mich., Owatonna
and Waseca. She is a native of Waseca and graduated from Sacred
Heart High School.

- Representative Rod Searle, IR-Waseca, an Assistant Minority Leader
in the Minnesota House of Representatives, has been chosen to attend
the annual meeting of the National Conference of State Legislatures this
Week in Kansas City.

- Randy Kofstad, who exhibited Hampshire sheep at the Mower
County Fair in Austin last week, received both champion ewe and cham-
pion ram besides winning six blue ribbons on his flock.

75 years ago

- The Sashay Juniors had their second meeting at the high school and
named officers and four board members. Sixty young folks were in at-
tendance. Elaine Sullivan was chosen president; Chris Hagen vice pres-
ident; Dorothy Nelson secretary and Charles Evenson, treasurer.

- Mr. and Mrs. Richard Crumb (Barbara Johnson) of New Richland
community are the parents of a son, born at the Naeve hospital, Albert
Lea. Tuesday, September 25. The Crumbs also have a daughter, Patricia.

Child’s History of
Waseca County

Cont. Chapter XV, 1856. At-
tempted division of
county—Circulation of remon-
strance—Tramp on foot
through Medford, Clinton Falls,
Blooming Grove and Woodyville.

In the month of December,
1855, 1 made a trip to Auburn,
Iowa, for supplies. In January,
1856, shortly after my return, the
settlers in the western part of what
was then Steele county learned
that Messrs. Cornell, Pettit, Ab-
bott & Co., of Owatonna, were
endeavoring to get the territorial
legislature, then in session, to di-
vide Steele and Dodge counties so
as to make three counties of the
two—the same as we now have
them.

The county was then very
sparsely settled. Probably there
were not 1,000 families or voters
in all the territory of the three
counties. The people of Waseca
county were nearly all young
farmers, just commencing life,
and poor in goods, wares, etc.
They did not feel able to support
a county government while there
were so few to pay taxes. A meet-
ing of the settlers was held and I
was selected to visit the people in
all parts of the then county to se-
cure signatures to a remonstrance
and forward the same to Hon.
George A. McLeod, then of
Sibley county, our representative
in the house, the Hon. Chas. E.
Flandreau, then of St. Peter, our
member in the council.

We made duplicate remon-
strances for the settlers along the
LeSueur and had them signed at
our meeting. The next day I
started for Owatonna and the
Straight river settlement. It was a

pretty cold day as I learned when
I reached Owatonna, the thermo-
meter registering 22 degrees
below zero, at 4 o’clock p. m. The
next day was intensely cold—so
cold that the ordinary thermo-
meter failed in its efforts to keep
a correct record and I remained in
Owatonna all day.

I'soon learned that the people in
Owatonna, with only two excep-
tions, were in favor of the division
of the county. This I learned with-
out divulging my mission, and the
next day I started down Straight
river, calling upon each settler as
I proceeded and explaining our
opposition to the division. Almost
without exception, each farmer
signed the remonstrance. At Clin-
ton Falls and Medford, I found ac-
tive co-operation, and obtained
the signatures of all I could see. In
one day's canvass I had good
strong lists which I forwarded to
Messrs. McLeod and Flandreau,
accompanied by a private letter
from myself and one from Dr.
Finch, of Clinton Falls, explaining
to them the situation of affairs and
the general condition of the
people.

I left with the postmaster at
Medford a copy of the remon-
strance to be signed by those
whom I had not seen and to be af-
terwards forwarded to Mr. Flan-
dreau. I then struck across the
country on foot, without road or
track of any kind, in search of the
Remund and Ide settlement, in
what is now Blooming Grove. I
had no guide except the govern-
ment section posts, many of
which were covered with snow
drifts. It was 12 miles from Clin-
ton Falls to Blooming Grove, then
called the Bliven settlement.
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TAX & ACCOUNTING

~\

212 15th Avenue NE
Suite 1040
Waseca, MN 56093

Matt O’Brien

Ph: 507-201-3820
Fax: 507-201-3822
email: matt@wmnta.com

KRAUSE
FEEDS & SUPPLIES

9352 SW 37th Ave,

Hope, MN, 56046

(507) 451-3043

kfshope@outlook.com

Krause Feeds & Supplies sells
feed ingredients & additives,
pharmaceuticals, biologicals,
pet food, local food & snacks,
farm supplies & fuel!
We have most everything you
need for your home & farm!

MON-FRI: 6:30 AM - 6:30 PM
SAT: 7:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sunday: Closed
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AY NTcacZ Jo _Qc [RP\_LbRb™Jc 0\

Q[\"]6Tha\cPzaTh\ A
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DVIVR ¢ ""[RP\[UYlc b[SY]YGS\aXb\
DXXTc @VSSb\c a™Xc *bLb™]Y6S\aXb\
OLb\ITc?b"]b20

(507) 835-9111
info@iWealth4me.com
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N[IYc B["_“acH_]]b\cHa™~_“¢)azzMi
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Helping you
reach financial
independence!

inanc

213 15th Ave NE
Waseca, MN 56093
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WHS spikers
returning
four starters
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- - [ v 3 jodiethompson.edinarealty.com
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T: 507.835.7080
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GUARDIAN ENERGY 71507 8357082 PLISe
200 2nd Street NE 203 2nd St NE ) 102 South Main St
Waseca, MN 56093 Waseca, MN 56093 Kevin W. Walter, CRPC® Waldorf, MN 56091
PH: (507) 835-4220 . Financial Advisor PH: (507) 239-2166
: kevin.x.walter@ampf.com .
FX: (507) 8357751 AMERICAN MADE, FARMER OWNED ameripriseadvisors.com/kevin.x.walter FX: (507) 2392249
WASECA WWW.guardlcmnrg.com An Ameriprise Financial franchise WALDORF

NEED SEED?...:"o 55
»/ © AVERAGE SEED COMPANY!

TYLER HUBER
BECK'S HYBRID DEALER
31908 State Hwy 13, Waseca, MN

Tesch Service Genter
Family-Owned Automotive Repair
o wheel alignments

Financial clarity for
a meaningful life

thrivent

* brake services
° suspension repairs
e towing & more!

Call us today!

DIANE BECKMANN LUTCF, FICF, FIC

Financial Associate

201 2nd St NE, Waseca, MN 56093
(507) 835-9899

(507) 461-3756

corncountryseedco@gmail.com
beckshybrids.com

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610
teschservice@mediacombb.net

MASTER AUTO
TECHNICIAN
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CC teams look

to make

The Waseca High School cross
country teams are looking to make
some strides this fall under 10th-
year head coach Grant Popp.

The keys for the Bluejays?
Keeping everyone healthy and
developing some younger runners.

Captains Stella Omtvedt, Taylor
Markeson and Maren Schimming
lead the girls' squad. Also earning
varsity letters last fall were Ava
VanDenHemel, Quinn Yoder and
Megan Tegmeier.

Also back for the girls is Ellie
Kopischke, who along with
Omtvedt ran at state as individuals
and have earned all-conference hon-
ors. Schimming received all-confer-
ence honorable mention.

"On the girls' side, we're hoping
to compete for a top-two finish in
the section," stated Popp.

Popp looks for the girls to cut the
spread significantly from their No. 1
to No. 7 runners.

"We also have a lot of varsity rac-
ing experience on our roster," said
Popp. "Most of our varsity has run
in at least one state track meet, and
if you count track, in some cases
four or five."

The Bluejays just need to keep
the girls healthy.

"If we can keep everyone healthy
and improving, the girls will be a
very competitive team at the end of
the season," explained Popp. "A
number of our key runners have had
some significant injuries in recent
years, so keeping everyone healthy
and competing is critical."

The girls have won the section
championship as recently as 2022.
They finished fourth in the Big
South Conference meet last fall and
sixth in Section 1AA.

The girls graduated captain
Kelsey Draeger off last year's

strides

squad.

The boys' captains are Sam
Feldkamp and Keenan Collins, with
Luke Feldkamp also returning with
varsity running experience.

Last year's captain Wyatt Hager
graduated last spring.

"The boys' team is extremely
young, but they're very motivated,
so I honestly can't say where we'll
be at the end of the season," said
Popp. "But I'm expecting them to be
a much faster team than last year."

The main strength for the boys'
squad, according to Popp, is youth
and motivation.

"This group of guys doesn't have
a lot of varsity experience, but they
work hard every day and bring a lot
of energy to practice," said Popp.
"They put in a lot of miles this sum-
mer, and I'm excited to see what
they can do."

Simply getting varsity races
under their belt is Popp's biggest
concern for the boys.

"Aside from Luke Feldkamp, this
will be the first or second year of
varsity for every boy on the team,"
said Popp. "It's going to be a bit of a
learning curve for them to adjust to
that level of racing."

Popp, assisted by Heidi McCabe
and Nancy Kaplan, sees Marshall as
the preseason favorite to win the
Big South Conference in both the
girls' and boys' divisions. The sec-
tion favorites for the girls is
Northfield, with Winona and
Northfield expected to battle it out
for the boys.

Athletes to watch, according to
Popp, are Markeson and Sam
Feldkamp.

"They have some great strides
during the offseason and are going
to have a major impact on the varsi-
ty teams," said Popp.
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BOYS’ CROSS COUNTRY — The 2026 Waseca High School boys’ cross country team.
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GIRLS’ CROSS COUNTRY — The 2026 Waseca High School girls’ cross country team.
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VOLLEYBALL — The 2026 Waseca High School girls’ soccer team. Front from left: Teagan Hart,
Leilla Johannsen, Josie Olson, Natalie Erickson, Rylie Mielke, Aryana Garza, Mya Kath. Row two:
Mackenzie James, Rachel Mielke, Angelica Lopez, Norah Olson, Kendall Lang, Reese Ludwig,
Eliana Grannis, Delilah Veroeven. Back: Coach, Coach, Elizabeth Aboki, Reese Rodriguez, Lilly
Muff, Jenna Coon, Jacey Jensen, Coach, Coach.

Photo by Ben Revermann

Rodriguez, Lopez

' lead girls’ soccer

Dustin Miller is new head coach

Dustin Miller is the new varsity
girls' soccer coach at Waseca High
School.

He takes over a squad that com-
piled a win-loss record of 5-10-1
last fall, including 1-4-1 in the Big
South Conference. The Bluejays'
best finish over the last five years
was 12-5-0 in 2021.

Miller has more than 20 years'
experience as a head coach. This is
his first year as a varsity-level

coach.

The Bluejays return letterwinners
are Angelica Lopez, Reese Ludwig,
Reese  Rodriguez, Mackenzie
James, Rachel Mielke, Lilly Muff
and Jacey Jensen.

Miller's assistant coaches are
John Thompson, Neil Johannsen,
Zach Jasper and Anatasia Garza.

The captains are Rodriguez and
Lopez.

New head coach Lockery leads NRHEG football

There's a new man in charge of
the New  Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva High School foot-
ball team this fall.

He's Devin Lockerby, hired to
replace longtime head coach Marc
Kruger, who's now the tight ends
coach at Mankato West High
School.

Lockerby inherits a squad coming
off a 2-7 record last year, when the
Panthers finished 2-6 in the Mid-

South Green District.

Lockerby is assisted by familiar
faces, former Panthers Nick Goette,
Andrew Phillips, Carter Martens
and Jake Stork.

Returning letterwinners for the
Panthers are senior Jack Bartlett
(WR/DB), senior Fynn Baumann
(TE/DE), senior Colton Conroy
(LB/TE), senior A.J. Deen
(WR/DB), senior Brooks Gilliland
(QB), junior Zander Hanna

(OL/DL), junior Sean Lassahn
(RB/LB), junior Connor Louks
(OL/DL), junior Calvin Nissen
(WR/DB), junior Dakota Schlaak
(RB/LB), senior Ryan Schlaak
(RB/LB), senior Brendan Schmidt
(WR/DB), junior Dylan Schroht
(OL/DL) and junior Noah Weller
(TE/DL).

Last year's Panther awards went
to:

Most Valuable Player - Ryan

Schlaak

Most Valuable Offensive Back -
Nissen

Most Valuable Defensive Back -

Quen Meyering

Most Valuable Offensive
Lineman - Trevor Selover

Most Valuable Defensive

Lineman - Jordan Brouwers

Scout Team Player of the Year -
Tyler Piepho

Captains - Ryan Schlaak and

Gilliland

So what does first-year head
coach Lockerby expect from his
Panthers?

"We expect to get better every
day," he said. "We have a strong
work ethic and team unity. Everyone
worked really hard this summer and
took steps forward."

The key to success?

"Being a team," said Lockerby.
"All 11 playing as one."

Wobbrock, Jewison
lead NRHEG CC

The 2026 New Richland-
Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva High
School cross country teams are a lit-
tle low on numbers this fall.

But the Panthers are never low on
enthusiasm.

"This is a very young team," said
head coach Larry Nydegger. "We
have no juniors or seniors. We sim-
ply want everyone to strive for
improvement in each meet that they
compete in."

Nydegger, assisted this year by
Wendy Schultz, does have a number
of returning letterwinners from last
year.

Julieann Wobbrock, a sophomore,
leads the girls, along with Violette
Botten and Rylie Cromwell.

Wobbrock was the Gopher
Conference champion last year, fin-
ishing fourth in the section meet and
18th at state.

A newcomer for the boys' squad
is sophomore Kasey Jewison, who
had a very strong finish to the track
and field season, finishing third in
the 3200 meters at the sub-section
meet and seventh at section.

So what do the coaches expect?

"I expect Julieann to contend for
both the Gopher Conference indi-
vidual title and qualify for state
after a successful 2025 season," said
Nydegger. "It will be a tough chal-
lenge, but I think she is up to the
task."

i
CROSS COUNTRY — Members of the 2026 NRHEG High School cross country team include,
front from left: Rylie Cromwell, Marvin Tolzman and Jordy Klocek. Back: Violette Botten, Julieann

Wobbrock, Devlin McWilliams and Kasey Jewison.

Photo by Larry Nydegger

spikers
again
optimistic

The  New  Richland-
Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva
High School volleyball team
graduated a lot of talented
players from last fall's varsity
roster.

But that can't keep third-
year head coach Bethany
Tennis from being optimistic.

The Panthers have enjoyed
plenty of success under
Tennis, going 32-23 in her
first three seasons.

Last year's crew fashioned a
win-loss record of 21-8,
including 7-3 in the Gopher
Conference. They finished
fourth in the conference and
reached the section semifi-
nals.

The lone returning starter
this season is Anika Ladlie.
Izley Boerner also returns to
the varsity after missing last
season because of injury.

Ladlie, Brooklyn Sommer
and Clara Buendorf are this
year's captains.

Among the key players lot
to graduation was setter Addy
Stadheim, who reached 1,000
career set assists. Outside hit-
ters Gabby Schlaak and
Camryn VanMeldeghem both
played all around and, accord-
ing to Tennis, were contribu-
tors to the Panthers' offense.

"We had 10 seniors gradu-
ate who all contributed to the
team last year on and off the
court," said Tennis.

So what does the coach
expect this fall?

"I expect there to be some
growing pains throughout the
season, as to be expected after
losing a large senior class,"
commented Tennis. "I think
these girls have the capacity
to be competitive in our con-
ference and section, and I'm
excited to watch them play
some great volleyball."

The Panthers' strengths,
according to Tennis, should
continue to develop as they
start the season.

"l am really looking for-
ward to the girls working
together and seeing the energy
and determination they will
bring with them on the court,"
said Tennis. "Another strength
is our versatility. We have
multiple players who are
competent in multiple differ-
ent positions. This allows for
more flexibility during game
play."

As for weakness or con-
cerns, Tennis said one of the
Panthers' biggest challenges
will be developing consisten-
cy and cohesion quickly.

"With a relatively new
group of players who have not
had extensive playing time at
this level, building trust and
learning to play as a unit will
be an important focus early in
the season," explained Tennis.

The key to success?

"Defensively, we have the
potential to be a very scrappy
team," said Tennis. "We hope
to turn defensive plays into
offensive opportunities and
consistently send challenging
balls back across the net."

Another key to the
Panthers' success will be
establishing consistency from
the service line and in serve
receive.

"Strong serving and solid
first contact will provide the
foundation needed to run an
effective offense and put the
team in position to compete
throughout each match," said
Tennis.

Assisted by  Corrine
Schuller and Jen Hatton,
Tennis' pick as the preseason
Gopher  Conference  is
Kenyon-Wanamingo, with
Fillmore Central looking to
lead the way in the Section
1A.
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LEGAL

NOTICES

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF WASECA
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No. 81-PR-26-63
In Re: Estate of
Bonnie M. Engel,
Decedent
NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEAR-
ING ON PETITION FOR PRO-
BATE OF WILL AND
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS

TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS:

It is Ordered and Notice is given
that on October 21, 2026, at 10:30
AM via Zoom, a hearing will be
held in this Court at 307 State St.,
Waseca, MN 56093, for the formal
probate of an instrument purporting

to be the Will of the Decedent
dated, March 31, 2022, (“Will”),
and for the appointment of Michael
Kemmits, whose address is 33784
640th Ave, New Richland, MN
56072 as Successor Personal Repre-
sentative of the Estate of the Dece-
dent in UNSUPERVISED. Any
objections to the petition must be
filed with the Court prior to or
raised at the hearing. If proper and
if no objections are filed or raised,
the Personal Representative will be
appointed with full power to admin-
ister the Estate including the power
to collect all assets, to pay all legal
debts, claims, taxes and expenses,
to sell real and personal property,
and to do all necessary acts for the
Estate. Notice is also given that
(subject to Minnesota Statutes sec-
tion 524.3-801) all creditors having
claims against the Estate are re-
quired to present the claims to the

Personal Representative or to the
Court Administrator within four
months after the date of this Notice
or the claims will be barred.

Dated: 08/25/2026

/s/ Carol M. Hanks
Judge of District Court
/s/ Shannon Asselin
Court Administrator

PATTON, HOVERSTEN & BERG,
PA.

Ellie J. James, #505790

215 E Elm Ave

PO Box 249

Waseca, MN 56093
Ellie.james@phblawoffice.com
Published in the Waseca County
Pioneer on September 3 and 10,
2026

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF WASECA

PROBATE COURT

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Probate Court Division

Court File No. 81-PR-26-535

In Re: Estate of

DEBRA A. YOUNGBERG,
Decedent

NOTICE INFORMAL
APPOINTMENT OF
ADMINISTRATOR AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS:

Notice is hereby given that a
fourth amended application for in-
formal appointment of admin-
istrator of the above-named
decedent’s estate has been filed
with the Registrar herein and the
fourth amended application has
been granted informally admin-

istrating such estate. Any objections
may be filed in the above-named
Court, and the same will be heard
by the Court upon notice of hearing
fixed for such purpose.

Notice if hereby further given
that informal appointment of Bri-
anna L. Nelson, whose address is
10100 Portland Ave S, Blooming-
ton, MN 55420, as personal repre-
sentative of the estate of the
above-named decedent, has been
made. Any heir, devisee or other in-
terested person may be entitled to
appointment as personal representa-
tive or may object to the appoint-
ment of the personal representative
and the personal representative if
empowered to fully administer the
estate including, after 30 days from
the date of issuance of his letters,
the power to sell, encumber, lease
or distribute real estate, unless ob-
jections thereto are filed with the
Court (pursuant to Section 524.3-
607) and the Court otherwise or-
ders.

Notice if further given that

Vote Nov. 3, 2026

CurT Keyes

District 4 County Commissioner

Experienced, Committed, Accountable.
Dedicated to representing all of District 4.

Follow me on Facebook:
Curt Keyes for Waseca County
Dist. 4 Commissioner

Paid for by Curt Keyes

ph: 507-271-5757 « email: caddyman99sis@gmailcom

ALL CREDITORS having claims
against said estate are required to
present the same to said personal
representative or to the Court Ad-
ministrator within four months after
the date of this notice or said claims
will be barred.
Dated: 08/19/2026
/s/ Cassie Norell

Probate Registrar
/s/ Shannon Asselin
Court Administrator

PATTON HOVERSTEN & BERG,
PA.

Ellie J. James, #505790

215 E Elm Ave, PO Box 249
Waseca, MN 56093

Phone: 507-835-5240

Published in the Waseca County
Pioneer on August 27 and Sep-
tember 3, 2026.

SUMMIT
ON SECOND

APARTMENTS

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
507-201-3474

We are accepting
applications for:
1 bedroom apartments

Income guidelines apply
Vouchers accepted

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom
Rent based on income

Professionally managed by:

% BRUTGER

EQUITIES, INC.

Johnson
APARTMENTS
507-456-9514
Operating in
Waseca, Steele,

Donate Your Vehicle

Call (833) 937-2593 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.
B Free Pickup & Towing.

Freeborn m Top Tax Deduction.
. Donate Your Vehicle Today
Counties j—

= - )\ .,

: 833-937-2593  K;
]Oh nsonrents.com www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25 Veteran Car Donatio

While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles
due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

WASECA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

The Waseca County Board of Commissioners will hold a public hearing at the Waseca County East Annex
(Commissioner’s Room), 300 N. State Street, Waseca, MN 56093 on Tuesday, September 15, 2026, at 9:30
a.m. to consider the following items:

A. Ulland Brothers Inc requests to renew their Conditional Use Permit to mine aggregate materials
for the parcel (PID 08.012.1010) in Section 12, Township 106, Range 22 in Otisco Township. The
request will be pursuant to Sections 3.07, 4.13, 6.07, 6.08, and 8.03 of the Waseca County UDC as
well as State and Federal regulations. The parcel is zoned A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning

District.

B. Larry and Jan Hoffman request a Conditional Use Permit to operate apiary agritourism for the
parcel (PID 06.011.0500) in Section 11, Township 108, Range 24 in Janesville Township. The
request will be pursuant to Sections 3.07, 6.07, and 6.08 of the Waseca County UDC. The parcel is
zoned A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District.

The staff report on this item will be available at the Waseca County Planning and Zoning Office, 300 N State
St., Waseca, MN 56093 during regular business hours 8:00-4:30, and will be on the county website
www.wasecacounty.gov at the agenda tab by September 14, 2026. Oral comments will be accepted at the
meeting. Upon request, accommodation will be provided to allow individuals with disabilities to participate
in all Waseca County services, programs and activities.

Tina G. Wilson, Planning and Zoning Administrator

Published in the Waseca County Pioneer on September 3, 2026

SWEET SOMMERS VFW POST 1642 September

2026
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BINGO BINGO 5:30 pm
Horse racing 6:30 pm
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NIGHT5TO 7 | BINGO BINGO 5:30 pm
Horse racing 6:30 pm
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POST & AUX MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license number 00385
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in inspector
advisory
meeting

St. Paul, MN — Rep. Sexton
today participated in the first
meeting of the bipartisan Legis-
lative Inspector General Advi-
sory Commission, marking an
important step toward establish-
ing Minnesota's new Office of
the Inspector General and
strengthening the state's efforts
to combat fraud, waste, and
abuse.

The commission's primary re-
sponsibility is to review qual-
ified applicants and recommend
candidates to the governor for
Minnesota's first Inspector Gen-
eral. While state law does not
specify a required number of
candidates, the commission is
targeting three qualified candi-
dates to recommend to the gov-
ernor.

The commission aims to have
those three candidates selected
by mid-December, giving
members time to complete the
recommendation process and
submit the candidates ahead of
the statutory January 1, 2027
deadline.

"This commission has an im-
portant responsibility in helping
establish an Inspector General's
Office that is independent, ef-
fective, and focused on protect-
ing Minnesota taxpayers," said
Rep. Sexton. "We have seen the
consequences of fraud when
oversight fails. Finding the right
person to lead this office is an
important first step toward
building a stronger system of
accountability."

The bipartisan commission
will continue meeting over the
coming months to review appli-
cants and identify the strongest
candidates for the position. The
commission’s work will help es-
tablish the foundation for an of-
fice intended to strengthen
oversight across Minnesota's
executive branch agencies and
programs.

"Today's meeting was just the
beginning, but the goal is clear.
We need to build an office that
can identify problems, follow
the facts, and hold people ac-
countable when taxpayer dollars
are misused," Sexton said. "This
is an important step toward
making sure Minnesota has the
tools necessary to fight fraud ef-
fectively."

The commission is expected
to submit its recommendations
to the governor by January 1,
2027, with the governor re-
quired to appoint the Inspector
General by February 1, 2027.

has local impact

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

Under a special statewide pro-
gram, Waseca County Sheriff
deputies spend as much as 20
hours in some months on patrols
designated to watch for specific
driving dangers—for example,
speeding, driving under the in-
fluence, failure to use seat belts
or car seats, and hands-free vio-
lations.

As Waseca County Sheriff Jay
Dulas explains, “Toward Zero
Deaths” is a federally funded ini-
tiative managed within Minne-
sota by the state office of traffic
safety. Under the program, en-
forcement agencies are reim-
bursed the cost of the hourly
wages of sheriff deputies, police
officers and highway patrol staff
who follow the program’s guide-
lines. One of the first steps is
taking part in targeted in-person
training sessions which help the
officer recognize typical warning
signs associated with specific
unsafe driving habits.

Another requirement is that,
when on Toward Zero Deaths
(TZD) patrols, officers are at-
tending only to the designated
behavior. If the state has named,
for example, seat belt usage as
the target behavior for the
month, the officer is looking
only for drivers failing to follow
the laws associated with seat
belts and car seats. Along with
that, the patrol is in addition to
the department’s regular shifts,
so that the TZD officer is not ex-
pected to respond to other en-
forcement tasks, for example,
security checks or complaints of

someone disturbing the peace.

“There are no quotas or any-
thing like that,” Dulas says re-
garding the patrols. “They are
out there to raise awareness
about safe driving habits.” He
goes on to say it’s an important
task. “Being pulled over and
either getting a ticket or a warn-
ing from an officer can have a
lasting impact.

“Changing someone’s habits
today could be preventing who
knows how many devastating in-
cidents in the future.”

He mentions that the sheriff’s
department has been thanked by
parents of young drivers who
have seen a change in the way
their teens drive.

Officers do submit a summary
of their activity during the TZD
patrols to the state. Numbers are
compiled to look for a cause/ef-
fect relationship, over time, be-
tween the number of interactions
and the number of future inci-
dents involving the specific driv-
ing infraction.

The stated goal of the TZD
program is that, by 2030, no
more than 225 people die in
crashes on Minnesota roadways
and fewer than 980 experience
serious injuries. If a trend which
began in 2003 had continued, the
state might be experiencing
more than 900 deaths a year, but
“the statewide TZD program was
launched as a deliberate, inter-
disciplinary approach to traffic
safety. Despite increases in the
number of licensed drivers, reg-
istered motor vehicles, and ve-
hicle miles traveled, there were
just over 360 traffic deaths in

Waseca County law enforcement officers participate in the
statewide "Toward Zero Deaths" initiative, meant to reduce ac-
cidents--especially accidents leading to fatalities. Officers sign
up for extra shifts during which they raise public awareness re-
garding various aspects of safe driving by issuing tickets or per-
forming traffic stops during which they remind drivers about the
dangers of distracted driving, speeding, failure to use seat belts,

and more.

Minnesota in 2025—a 43 per-
cent reduction from 2003,” ac-
cording to a “TZD Overview”
available online.

Dulas goes on to say typical
law-abiding drivers are often un-
aware of the many ways people
disobey and sometimes even
flaunt the rules of the road. “For
every safety feature and every
law,” he observes, “people find a
way to circumvent it.” He men-
tions ways he has seen people
disable the warning signal meant
to remind people to wear their
seatbelts.

Such choices, however, should
not be considered “solutions.”

He tells of an accident in the
region within the past few
months that occurred after one of
the back tires of a pickup blew
out. The truck went into the ditch
and rolled over; neither occupant
was wearing a seatbelt. Both
were ejected from the vehicle
and one of them was killed.

“That’s exactly the type of
tragedy the TZD program is hop-
ing to reduce,” he observes.

Dulas says he believes the
TZD patrols do make a differ-
ence. For one thing, he says, they
are often employed during times
when a lot of people are on the
road—holidays, special events
like prom or homecoming, and
long weekends. At times, there
are likely to be two or three local
law enforcement officers taking
part in TZD activities, since the
sheriff’s department and the
Waseca and Janesville police de-
partments all participate.

He also believes a single traf-
fic stop has a circle of influence
which goes beyond one warning
or ticket. “It provides a good re-
minder to do the right thing,” he
says. “People see us, or hear
others talking about the incident.

“Because they’ve learned
we’re out there, they pay more
attention to their driving habits.”

ZED by Duane M. Abel
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m Keyes
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that, “as a commissioner,
watching how tax dollars are
spent is the best way to repre-
sent the taxpayers’ interests.”

Over time, Keyes has served
on numerous leadership com-
mittees, including the losco
township board, the county
township board, County Exten-
sion, Waseca Area Rural Fire
Protection District and the
Dairy Board from the 1990s to
2010.

He says he ran a successful
write-in campaign in 2012, and
has served on the losco town-
ship board ever since. The po-
sition has had numerous
rewards for him: he lists get-
ting to know fellow area res-
idents, coming to an always
stronger understanding of the
expectations and requirements
of the position, and meeting the
challenge of setting a budget
and then staying within it.

Based on what he has seen,
Keyes admits the job of being
a county commissioner extends
well beyond presiding at board
meetings twice a month. If
elected, he says he will reduce
the hours he works at Kwik
Trip to meet the needs of the
commissioner office; he states
being a voice for all of district
4 will be his focus.

m Memories

from Page 1

Synod, and the pastor of First Lutheran
Church of Waldorf are all included.

There are 11 photographs in sizes ranging
from an 8x10 of the 1948 church confirma-
tion class down to a 3x4 photo of the
church’s altar still standing in the congrega-

tion’s original wooden structure.

Three complete newspapers were folded
into the capsule. One is the Waseca Herald
dated July 20, 1950. The Herald billed itself
as “Waseca’s Thursday Paper,” and had
printed the architect’s drawing of what the
church would look like along with a short ar-
ticle titled “Trinity Lutheran Church to Lay

Corner Stone Sunday.”

Also sealed in was the March 7 edition of
the Waseca Journal, which touted itself as
the area’s “first of the week” newspaper.
Though a bit ragged, the surviving copy of
the Journal features the church’s construc-
tion plans as its main story for the week, ti-
tled “Contract for $50,000 Wilton church is

awarded to Sjostrand.”

The third whole newspaper in the time
capsule is a copy of the Lutheran Journal

dated May 1950.

Also taken from the time capsule were 7
internal congregation documents. Among
these are a brief church history, a list of
monetary pledges made by church members
in support of the new construction, and a
copy of the contractor’s bid summary, in-
cluding how much would be discounted if
the congregation were to forego putting a
concrete floor in the basement or finishing

SEALED IN TIME - Trinity Lutheran Church of Wilton, located about 5 miles south of

Waseca on County Road 23, sealed its time capsule in July of 1950. The time capsule
has been opened and its contents revealed after 76 years.

the basement once it was constructed. The
church’s constitution, in the form of a small
booklet, was also enclosed.

Also in the box were 15 printed pamphlets
and booklets from various events and organ-
izations, including the printed program used
for the cornerstone ceremony.

All the items from the cornerstone will be
available for the public to see during the
final church service in September. The intent

Pioneer photos by Deb Bently

is that, when the closing process is complete,
the documents will be donated to the county
historical society.

When all the good-byes are said, the 1.7
acre property with its two structures will be
shown by a realtor to potential buyers. The
former parsonage, a 1970s era split-level
house, and the church building, 27x90 feet
in size, will be available for purchase.

fair, quality service. I want to
thank Wayne and Mark and the
rest of the crew for making my
oil changing experiences some-
thing I could look forward to
and feel comfortable about
rather than avoid and put off.
Wayne worked really hard and
I hope he enjoys retirement, if
that is what he is doing.
Braves

I attended my only Waseca
Braves game of the year a cou-
ple weeks back. The boys won
5-1 and punched their tickets to
the state tournament where they
were ousted in a close contest
4-2.

I really wanted to see Kelvin
Nelson pitch, which he did the
game prior. But my body and
schedule did not comply.

I toughed out that night and
was really glad I did.

I spent the entire length of the
game talking with the guys. It’s
been a few seasons since [ wore
a uniform, but I still know
plenty of the crew. The group is
really something special.

During the game I felt at
ease, little stress. I was con-
fident we would win. Some-
thing I hadn’t felt during the
Braves’ season-ending games
each of the last four seasons, all
of which I attended.

I cannot say the same of
manager Blake Nelson.

Nerves and a little stress
were glowing off of him.

In a good way, though; his
passion showed he cares, a lot.

I almost wrote it in my article
covering the event that three
prayers were said during the
game, including one out loud.

I don’t know if it was Tink or
Blake who said the short prayer
requesting a Braves win. But
right afterwards—this was in the
7th inning or right before we
scored a few insurance runs—I
made the comment that I said a
prayer the previous inning; for
44-year old designated hitter
Ryan Wangen to get a hit. He is
a very kind man, with a good
heart and a strong baseball
mind. That may have been the
only prayer I have ever had an-
swered in a sporting contest be-
cause Wangen got a single on
the very next pitch. That
brought a smile to my face.

The Braves winning, that
also made me smile.

Health update

I have been attending physi-
cal therapy at a,new (to me),
place in Mankato, the Orthope-
dic and Fracture Clinic. The ap-
pointments I have there actually
feel like what I expected phys-
ical therapy to be.

Between them, Jay Bulfer at
Growing Roots Chiropractic
and also Michelle at Swanson
Acupuncture, I am making
some progress. This past week
I have only needed Tylenol for
pain and even managed to sleep
a few hours in my bed opposed
to just my chair. I am moving
better and feeling better. They
really allow me to push myself
and work on my body in Mank-
ato. It is a workout. And I like
that; I pray the progress con-
tinues.

In addition I saw a specialist
for my side/gastrointestinal
pains. She ordered five differ-
ent tests, one of which is 8 tests
for food intolerances and also
bacterial tests to see what’s
wrong. She, the doctor, men-
tioned that antibiotics could be
used to help if the problem is a
certain bacterial imbalance. But
she also said antibiotics can
cause problems. I then men-
tioned I had just finished the
first and only round of antibio-
tics I had ever been on before
all of these issues started 3 2
years ago. Who knows what’s
wrong with my gut? This doc-
tor was left speechless. Thank-
fully, though, she ordered tests
I didn’t even know exist to help
diagnose whatever causes my
pain. We both agreed simply
managing pain and symptoms
is not a good way to live.

Cribbage

In cribbage this week, Dad
got the best of me, winning 20-
15 with about four skunks to
my three. Counting last week's
score of 22-20, our updated
scores for the year follow:

Eli 166 wins, 16 skunks, Dad
144 wins, 26 skunks.

Lifetime

Dad 557, 87 skunks, Eli 503
wins, 55 skunks, 1 double
skunk.



