




Pioneer                                                                                                                                                    Thursday, February 19, 2026     3

BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

zachbattenfeld@gmail.com

Zach Battenfeld
507-521-0226

Lawn Maintenance
& Residential

Snow Removal

• Since 1942 •

Great Home Cooking • Catering
Full Breakfast Menu • Daily Lunch Specials

104 State Street, Waseca MN • 835-1259
Hours: 

Sat-Sun .......... Closed
M-F .......... 8 AM–5 PM

715 S State St, 
Waseca, MN 

(507) 835-8615

Ali and Willy Malecha are excited to continue to 
bring you the excellent service you have come 

to expect at Dave’s Body Shop!

Serving Waseca and the surrounding 
areas for more than 30 years!

Sea Shell Watercolor 
two session class  
Tuesday, Feb. 24 and 
Wednesday, Feb. 25 

There will be two sea shell 
watercolor classes from 1-3 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Feb. 24 and Wed-
nesday, Feb. 25 at the Waseca 
Art Center. Cost is $40 for 
members and $45 for non-
members. For questions call 
507-835-1701.  

———————————— 
Trinket Dishes at the 
Janesville Public  
Library, Feb. 26 

Transform a simple dish into 
a sweet trinket holder by add-
ing pretty paper to the surface 
at 4 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 26. 
This simple crafting technique 
turns basic into beautiful. Ages 
13-18. 

———————————— 
Canvas Bag Design at 
the New Richland 
Public Library Feb. 26 

Transform a canvas bag into 
a custom tote that reflects you 
at 4 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 26. 
Connect with other teens while 
you add vibrant patterns, intri-
cate illustrations, or inspiring 
quotes. Ages 13-18. 

———————————— 
Mitten Button Art at 
the Janesville Public 
Library Feb. 27 

This project brings the cozy 
vibes to home decor. Use your 
vintage buttons to create a spe-
cial art piece at the Janesville li-
brary at 6 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 
27. 

———————————— 
Waseca Sleigh and 
Cutter Dinner and 
Dance, Feb. 27 

The Waseca Sleigh and Cutter 
Dinner and Dance will be Feb. 
27 at the Waseca VFW Hall. 
Meal at 5 p.m.; music provided 
by Los T from 6:30 to 9:30. 

———————————— 
Waseca Sleigh and 
Cutter Parade, Feb. 28 

The Sleigh and Cutter parade 
will begin at noon, traveling 
from the Waseca County fair-
grounds through downtown 
Waseca and back to the fair-
grounds. 

———————————— 
Winter Farmers  
Market at  
Farmamerica Feb. 28 

There will be a winter 
farmers market at Farmamerica 
from 8 a.m. till noon Saturday, 
Feb. 28. Find locally grown, 
baked and made while support-
ing our local producers. Far-
mamerica is located at 7367 
360th Ave., Waseca. 

———————————— 
Annual Vintage  
Snowmobile 
Show/Ride/Ice Drags 
Saturday, Feb. 28 

The Annual Vintage Snow-
mobile Show/Ride will take 
place on Clear Lake in Waseca 
by the Boathouse from 9 a.m. 
till 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 28. 
For questions contact Seth at 
507-837-9230 or Marissa at 
507-461-4501. 

———————————— 
Murphy Brothers 
Band at Indian Island 
Winery Feb. 28 

The Murphy Brothers Band 
will be performing at the In-
dian Island Winery from 5:30-
8:30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 28. 
They perform rock, blues rock, 
originals and covers.  
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OUR STAFF
Jeffery Crowley OD
Angela Johnson OD
Laura Coudron OD

ADDRESS
111 Star Street
Suite 101
Mankato, MN
56001

507-387-6695 • eyeqvisionmankato.com

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

The twelfth annual Mike Fil-
zen Memorial Poker Run took 
place during the afternoon of 
Saturday, Feb. 7 starting at the 
Waseca American Legion Hall. 
Signup started at 11:30 a.m. with 
a noon departure; the Legion 
also hosted the 7 p.m. return. 
Winners for the event were 
Brooke in first place for $100, 
she did not give her last name. 
Barb Ahlman in second for $75 
and Jake in third place for $50. 
The goal of a $500 Scholarship 
was reached for one lucky stu-
dent in Waseca County and par-
ticipants raised $310 for cancer 
research. 

In a “poker run,” the object is 
one solid hand of poker, a single 
game that lasts all day. The des-
tination is five bars in five differ-
ent towns, each saloon equipped 
with a board that has a full deck 
of cards spread out on it like a 
giant dart board. At each stop 
every player gets to throw a sin-
gle dart at the board with the 
start being the board in the le-
gion. Wherever the dart lands is 
the card they are dealt with five 
cards total. There is one excep-
tion, “If you hit a card you al-
ready have, throw again.” 

Seth Langager, one of the 
members of the snowmobile 
club said, “We’re doing this run 
for Mike and to aid in the schol-

arship at the school. Mike died 
of pancreatic cancer; all pro-
ceeds from today’s run go to-
wards cancer research.” The 
treasurer of the club was also 
there, Jake Sopkowiak, “I got 
here at 11:20 a.m., we’ll know 
how much we raised by tonight. 
This is a pretty good year, there 
might actually be more people 
here this year than last year. We 
used to have way more people 
when this was a snowmobile 
event, but with the weather the 
past few years we’re sort of get-
ting shortchanged on the powder 
lately. But doing this with snow-
mobiles was our original intent.” 

Chad Bjerke was nearby, help-
ing with the signup and he said, 
“I am just a guy who knew Mike, 
I was friends with him for a lot 
of years. It is our twelfth year 
doing this, but full disclosure, 
we did have to take a year off 
when covid hit, but that wasn’t 
by choice. It would be better 
with snowmobiles but if cars are 
our only option, so be it.” 

The poker players started off 
their mission at the Waseca Le-
gion followed by the Willows in 
New Richland, Papa Ollie's out 
of Waldorf, the Thirsty Beaver in 
Elysian, and finally the Classics 
Pub in Waterville before heading 
back to the Waseca Legion with 
a full poker hand to regroup and 
mellow for a while. Judging and 
drinks to follow.  

Mike Filzen Poker 
Run, rain or shine, 

snow or no

BULLSEYE - Payton Slattery threw a dart to find out which 
card she earned for the 12th Annual Mike Filzen Memorial Poker 
Run Ride on Saturday, Feb. 7, 2026. 

Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

During their meeting the 
evening of Monday, Feb. 9, 
members of the Waldorf city 
council discussed the possibil-
ity of purchasing a generator to 
supply power to city hall when 
other sources of electricity be-
come unavailable. On Jan. 21, 
power was out for the town of 
Waldorf for about four hours; 
during that time, the city fire 
department could not leave the 
building because the electric 
door wouldn’t open. That, and 
since city hall is the emer-
gency management center for 
the town, prompted the city 
council’s interest.  

Council members learned 
the eagle statue for the Vet-
erans’ Memorial has not ar-
rived yet. There are $100 
engraved bricks available for 
the Veterans’ Memorial walk-
way. Those interested can con-
tact Charles Barnes (763) 
286-2246 charles.barnes@bar-
necat.com. 

Council members passed a 
resolution signing the city of 
Waldorf on to the Waseca 
County All-Hazard Mitigation 
plan, a step needed to be eligi-
ble for any Federal Emergency 
Management Agency reim-
bursement. 

City maintenance inspected 
three trees within city limits 
which were regarded as being 
potentially hazardous. Only 
one was determined to be a 
nuisance and will be taken care 
of. Dan McGanon’s dead tree 
was most likely due to con-
struction and does not need to 
be removed.  

Sheriff Dulas requested a 
map to properly address secu-
rity during the Waldorf Days 
musical performance; Waldorf 
Days will be August 21 to 23 
this year. One council member 
suggested asking for the Sher-
iff’s posse, which would also 
help with underage consump-
tion policing and crowd con-
trol. 

Council members learned 
the city will now be paying 
72.5 cents per mile to those 
who have approval to use their 
private vehicles for city busi-
ness. The rate is 2.5 cents more 
than last year, and is based on 
the recently increased Internal 
Revenue Service federal reim-
bursement rate. 

The next Park Committee 
meeting will take place on 
Thursday, Feb. 19, at 6:30 at 
the Waldorf community center, 
everyone is encouraged to 
join.  

Ron Fischer from mainte-
nance reported, “Everything’s 
been cleaned up” regarding the 
creamery. He also fixed some 
loose bolts on some play-
ground equipment council 
member Missy Sorbo had 
pointed out. 

The water and sewer sum-
mary stated nearly $2,300 in 
water bills for city residents re-
mained unpaid.  

Waldorf  
considering 
power  
generator

           WALDORF                 
       CITY COUNCIL

WINNER WINNER - Jake Sopkowiak, treasurer of the snowmo-
bile club announced the winners of the 12th Annual Mike Filzen 
Memorial Poker Run Ride.          Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

Waseca High School is proud to 
announce that seniors Allen Kopetzki 
and Layla Keith have been named 
this year’s recipients of the Academ-
ics, Arts and Athletics (Triple A) 
Award. 

Sponsored by the Minnesota State 
High School League (MSHSL), the 
annual Triple A Award recognizes 
students who excel in three key areas 
of school life: academic achievement, 
participation in the arts or activity 
programs, and involvement in 
League-sponsored athletics. To be 
eligible, nominees must be gradu-

ating seniors with a cumulative GPA 
of 3.0 or higher, participate in at least 
one League athletic program and one 
arts/activity program, comply with 
the MSHSL Student Code of Respon-
sibilities, and be chosen as the 
school’s nominated senior boy and 
senior girl. 

Allen Kopetzki has distinguished 
himself both in the classroom and ac-
ross the field of play. A dedicated stu-
dent with strong academic standing, 
Allen has been an active member of 
Football and Boys Tennis, while also 
contributing to the Band and Choir. 

Teachers and coaches praise his work 
ethic, leadership, and the quiet con-
fidence with which he supports team-
mates and classmates. 

Layla Keith brings creativity and 
commitment to everything she does. 
Alongside a solid academic record, 
Layla has been deeply involved in 
Choir, and has competed for Waseca 
in Tennis, Gymnastics, and Track and 
Field . Her teachers point to her en-
thusiasm, collaborative spirit, and the 
positive energy she brings to rehear-
sals, practices, and the classroom. 

“Allen and Layla represent the best 

of Waseca High School,” said Justin 
Johnston, Waseca JSHS Principal. 
“They balance rigorous coursework 
with time-intensive extracurriculars 
and lead by example. We’re proud to 
nominate them for this honor.” 

The school community is invited to 
join in congratulating Allen and 
Layla for their exceptional accom-
plishments. Their selection as Triple 
A Award winners highlights the value 
of being a well-rounded student and 
the strong culture of involvement at 
Waseca High School.

Kopetzki, Keith named as Triple A Award winners



ting a few feet in front of the front 
axle.   

Each school day, JWP drivers pick 
up nearly 350 children–about half the 
district’s students– across a wide area 
which Nicole describes as spanning 
from Waterville to Minnesota Lake. 
As site manager, Nicole arrives at 
5:30. Other drivers are not far behind; 
they give their respective vehicles a 
pre-trip safety check and then head 
out on one of seven routes. From the 
time they arrive to the time they re-
turn their again-empty buses to the 
garage is about two hours. 

However Barry and Nicole seem to 
feel the job of bus driver is not one to 
be measured in hours, but rather in 
connections and accomplishments. 

“We’re like an aunt or an uncle,” 
says Nicole in an attempt to describe 
it. “The kids know us, they trust us, 
they rely on us. They know we’ll be 
there and we’ll get them where they 
need to go. 

“We’re the first and the last non-
family person our kids see each day, 
and in some cases we spend more 
than an hour together.” 

With a decade of driving behind 
him, Barry observes, “It’s a lot of fun 
watching the kids grow up.” He men-
tions the difference between a shy or 
nervous kindergartener and the same 
child a few years later. “And then 

there are the younger brothers and 
sisters,” he mentions. “Over time, we 
get to be there to see a whole family 
of kids as they move across the 
grades.” 

Nicole mentions that, as site man-
ager, it is her job to arrange the bus 
routes. As families arrive in the dis-
trict and as children reach school age, 
decisions have to be made regarding 
which route will be adjusted to pick 
up new passengers. The decision 
takes much more into account than 
most people might realize. 

“Of course there’s the location of 
the home and what routes go nearby,” 
Nicole begins. “But then there’s the 
age of the child.” An important factor 
is the direction the bus will be facing 
as it arrives–whether the child will 
have to cross the street or will be able 
to step directly into the bus. 

“Especially if it’s a busy street,” 
she explains, “we don’t want a small 
child having to walk across it.” 

The nature of a bus driver’s duties 
automatically make it a part-time job, 
with many typical route drivers 
working four hours each day. Many 
get additional driving hours by taking 
on field trips or transporting groups 
to various competitions and events. 
Once at the destination, bus drivers 
often get free admission. 

Barry describes a set of tours de-
signed by a JWP history teacher who 
has taken students to various loca-
tions in the region which relate to the 
subjects they are studying. Since he 
was present for much of the dialogue, 
Barry says the tours–which have in-

cluded the First Nation History 
Center at Morton, the “Little House 
on the Prairie” area around Walnut 
Grove, and sites significant to the 
Jesse James manhunt around North-
field–have been enjoyable and in-
formative. 

“You just never know what this job 
will bring you,” he says of each day. 

It also helps build certain habits, 
the two drivers relate. 

“It’s gotten so I evaluate a vehicle 
automatically,” says Barry of the pre-
trip safety checks. “Pretty much any 
car I walk by, I’m sort of subcon-
sciously checking to see if the tires 
are properly inflated or if there’s any-
thing hanging under the carriage.” He 
laughs as he tells he must sometimes 
remind himself NOT to stop at rail-
road tracks and open the doors when 
he’s driving his own vehicle. 

Nicole acknowledges that the part-
time nature of the job and the 40-foot 
length of a school bus are probably 
big factors in an ongoing shortage of 
bus drivers. She tells of individuals 
who have begun the training process 

by studying the procedures and rules, 
but gotten behind the wheel of a bus 
for their first practices and stated, 
“It’s just too big.” Others, though, 
have declared happily, “This is easy!” 

Both she and Barry acknowledge 
there are elements of driving buses 
which can be intimidating.  

“It maybe takes a certain mindset,” 
Nicole says. “You have to be flexible. 
You have to be ready for a challenge 
or two. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun, and most 
of the ‘surprises’ are good ones.” 

She describes being out in public, 
hearing her name called, and having 
some of her daily passengers run up 
to her and give her a hug. Barry tells 
of families and children who make 
certain he is acknowledged for holi-
days like Christmas and Valentines’ 
Day. 

“Being a bus driver is being a part 
of each kid’s education,” observes 
Barry. “It also means you’re part of 
their life. They may not always pay 
that much attention to you, but they 
know you’re there.” 
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O B I T U A R I E S
Jacob Henry  
Papinski 

Jacob Henry Papinski, age 37 of 
Eagan, passed away on Monday, 
February 2, 2026. 

Born on February 17, 1988 in 
Chicago, IL, Jacob was the son of 
Richard and Barbara (Possehl) Pa-
pinski. He attended NHREG High 
School.  

Jacob had a deep love for all 
things artistic. Music was at the 
heart of who he was—he was 
rarely without his guitar, carrying 
it wherever he went. He especially 
enjoyed playing folk and festival 
music and shared his talents as a 
DJ at weddings. Jacob was also 
creative in many other ways; he 
owned his own tie-dye business 
and enjoyed attending music festi-
vals, particularly those held at Har-
mony Park. Karaoke nights 
brought him joy, and he also had a 
fond interest in coin collecting. 

A unique, complex, and free 
spirit, Jacob had a gift with words 
and a way of drawing people into 
conversation. He was a caring 
older brother who deeply loved 
and looked out for his younger 
brothers. He adored his mother and 
cherished the time they spent to-
gether. Jacob enjoyed being sur-
rounded by friends and was known 

for his kindness and his heart of 
gold. 

Jacob is survived by his father, 
Richard Papinski of Eagan; 
brothers, Jordan Papinski of Owa-
tonna, Joshua Papinski of New 
Richland; and many other rel-
atives. 

He was preceded in death by his 
mother, Barbara Papinski. 

Memorial service for Jacob will 
be at 11:00 AM on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 28, 2026 at St. John Lutheran 
Church in Waseca. Visitation will 
be held one hour prior to service at 
the church.  

Jacob Papinski

TROY STAFFORD
507-259-3047
Troy�HighPointLandCompany.com
HIGHPOINTLANDCOMPANY.COM

CPA, MBA

USED
BOOKSTORE

RECYCLE YOUR BOOKS
WITH US

507-455-3440
eatonsbooks@q.com

Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-3:30
602 North Cedar Ave Owatonna MN 55060

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610

teschservice@mediacombb.net

Tesch Service Center
Family-Owned Automotive Repair 
• wheel alignments
• brake services
• suspension repairs
• towing & more!
Call us today!

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

A group of about 50 hunting en-
thusiasts shared their input regarding 
a change in Minnesota deer hunting 
regulations for the 2026 season dur-
ing a “listening session” with county 
commissioners the evening of Feb. 5. 

During the 2025 legislative ses-
sion, an 84-year-old rule restricting 
deer hunters to using only shotguns 
in the southern half of the state was 
overridden. The law now allows “all 
legal shotguns and rifles” to be used 
anywhere in the state–unless an in-
dividual county chooses to retain the 
shotgun-only restriction.  

At the time the session was sched-
uled, commissioners had been told 
their decision was needed by March 
1 if they wanted the county’s status 
listed in state publications summariz-
ing deer hunting regulations for the 
2026 deer season. The Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) had let it 
be known its officers would only be 
enforcing regulations included in that 
publication. 

Only shortly before the Feb. 5 
meeting, the DNR extended that 

deadline to May 5. 
An introductory slide show pro-

duced by county administrator Mi-
chael Johnson summarized an array 
of information regarding the long-
standing regulation. Although many 
interpreted the shotgun-only practice 
to be related to safety because of the 
firearm’s shorter range, the DNR has 
released statements that it was re-
lated only to “herd management”--
that because shotguns are somewhat 
less accurate, restricting hunting to 
their use would reduce the number of 
deer harvested. The DNR has stated 
it has no objection to the change, 
since deer populations across the 
state have reached levels which no 
longer require protection. 

Johnson shared that the DNR did 
not initiate the new regulations, but 
that numerous lobbying organiza-
tions had approached legislators ask-
ing for the change. The DNR, he 
said, has taken a “neutral stance” 
when counties have asked for input 
regarding their local regulations. The 

department has requested, though, 
that counties provide “all or nothing” 
decisions–either the statewide stan-
dard or shotgun only–without any lo-
cally selected specifications. 

Commissioners pointed out during 
the meeting that if they issue no local 
regulation, the county will automati-
cally fall under the statewide rule, 
and thus “no decision is also a deci-
sion.” 

During some introductory state-
ments, board chair De Malterer told 
those in attendance, “We are here to-
night to listen and to learn. We know 
there are many thoughts and feelings 
surrounding this issue, so we are here 
to listen to what you have to say.” 

Thirteen people shared statements 
during the one-hour session: all but 
two indicated support for allowing ri-
fles. 

Tony Hanson of Waseca suggested 
that allowing rifles would be helpful 
when introducing young hunters to 
the sport, and in encouraging older 
hunters to continue since rifles do not 
have kickback and are not as loud as 
shotguns. Chad Groskreutz of Vivian 
Township commented he is in agree-
ment with a change that will encour-

age youth. 
A number of speakers observed 

that the deer population is apparently 
rising, leading to more vehicle acci-
dents involving the animals and to 
related economic costs including re-
pairs and insurance, so harvesting 
more animals would be beneficial. 

One speaker seemed reassured that 
the statewide law continues to allow 
shotguns for those who prefer them. 
Another mentioned that, from the 
perspective of hunting as a sport, he 
prefers the extra challenges imposed 
by shotguns. In referring to the 
longer range offered by rifles, he 
stated those hunting on open fields 
can “sit in a deer stand and have a 
clear line of sight to any deer within 
100 acres.” 

Comments from board chair Mal-
terer had made it clear no decision 
would be made during the meeting, 
and that “any decision is not based 
only on information from constit-
uents.” She said the board would 
continue receiving information from 
numerous sources and work toward 
making its decision before the newly 
announced May 5 deadline.

County listening session addresses hunting change 

Layla Keith set a new school 
record on the floor exercise and led 
the Waseca Bluejays to a 132.225–
123.600 victory over St. Peter on 
Tuesday night at the Waseca Inter-
mediate School. 

Waseca controlled the meet with 
balanced scoring across all four 
events, posting team totals of 35.15 
on vault, 30.05 on bars, 31.175 on 
beam and a meet-best 35.85 on floor. 
St. Peter finished with scores of 33.4 
on vault, 26.275 on bars, 31.675 on 
beam and 32.25 on floor. 

Keith captured the all-around title 
with a score of 34.875. Teammate 
Hannah Parks placed third with a 
32.775, while Ellie Clark finished 
fourth overall with a 32.525, giving 
the Bluejays three of the top four all-
around finishers. 

On the vault, Keith paced Waseca 
with a first-place score of 9.05. Clark 
followed in second with an 8.825, 
and Katelyn Weber added a third-
place finish with an 8.7. 

Keith also claimed first place on 
the uneven bars with an 8.425. 
Weber finished third with a 7.25, and 
Parks placed fourth at 7.225. 

Parks led the Bluejays on the bal-
ance beam, earning an 8.275 to top 
Waseca’s performers in the event. 
Keith added a fourth-place finish 
with a 7.8. 

The highlight of the meet came on 
the floor exercise, where Keith deliv-
ered a record-setting routine. Her 
score of 9.6 established a new school 
record and marked a new personal 
best, earning her first place in the 
event. Parks followed with a strong 

9.0, and Clark recorded a personal-
best 8.95 to place fourth. 

The Bluejays will return to action 
on Thursday, February 5, when they 

host Blue Earth Area at the Waseca 
Intermediate School. The meet is 
scheduled to begin at 6 p.m.

Layla Keith sets 
school record as 
Waseca gymnastics 
defeats St. Peter 

■ Drivers 
 from Page 1

      WASECA COUNTY              
COMMISSIONERS

Question: I took my driver's 
training course many years ago. 
One thing I remember from my 
training is the steps that goes into 
making a right-hand turn, includ-
ing: 

1. Looking to my right to make 
sure no one/nothing is there. 

2. Putting on my right turn sig-
nal. 

3. Looking again for no ob-
stacles. 

4. Proceeding to move over to 
the curb to allow forward-moving 
traffic (behind me) to not be dis-
rupted by my right-hand turn. 

In my nearly 12 years back in 
the community, I could very 
easily count on both hands the 
number of people that have fol-
lowed this method for making a 
right turn. Very few drivers, if 
any, move over to the right when 
making their turn, let alone use 
their signals. Can you provide 
clarification on this? 
Answer: A traffic lane is a part 

of the street or highway wide 
enough for a vehicle or line of ve-
hicles to drive safely. You are in 
a traffic lane whenever you drive 
on any street or highway. Lanes 
may not always be marked, but 
they exist whether marked or not. 
You must stay within a single 
traffic lane without weaving or 
straddling the lane markings. If it 
is a solid white line, you should 
not cross over it. Some areas have 
marked turning lanes. 

Many highways and streets 
have pavement markings. White 
lines separate lanes of traffic trav-
eling in the same direction. 
◦ White dashes: You can 

change lanes where this marking 
is present. 
◦ Shorter and thicker white 

dashes: The lane is ending. 
◦ Solid white line: You should 

not change lanes. Solid white 
lines also mark crosswalks, stop 
lines 

at intersections, parking stalls 
and the edges of a roadway. 
◦ Double solid white lines: You 

must not change lanes. 
◦ Solid white line with bicycle 

insignia: This area is for bicycle 

or electric-assist bicycle traffic 
only. 
◦ If you are on a bicycle, you 

must travel in the same direction 
as adjacent traffic 

You often need to change lanes 
to turn, merge with traffic or do 
other driving activities. Changing 
lanes can be dangerous and must 
be done carefully. To stay safe, 
make sure you have space to the 
side behind and ahead of your ve-
hicle before moving into another 
lane. Turn your head to check the 
lane you are moving into for ve-
hicles. Don't rely solely on mir-
rors; you may miss vehicles in 
your blind spots. 

Drivers who turn improperly 
cause many traffic crashes. Move 
safely into the correct lane well 
ahead of the place where you will 
make the actual turn. 
◦ Slow down before turning. 

Signal your intent at least 100 
feet before the turn. Signals let 
pedestrians and drivers know 
what you plan to do. 
◦ While waiting to turn, keep 

your wheels straight and your 
foot on the brake. If your vehicle 
is struck from behind, you are 
less likely to be pushed into on-
coming traffic. 
◦ Continue signaling until you 

begin your turn. 
◦ Do not make sudden turns 

from the wrong lane.  
◦ Watch for traffic or obstacles 

in the road you plan to enter. 
◦ Always finish your turn in the 

correct lane.  
◦ If the car ahead of you is sig-

naling for a left turn, slow down 
and prepare to stop.  

You can avoid a ticket - and a 
crash - if you simply buckle up, 
drive at safe speeds, pay atten-
tion, and always plan ahead for a 
sober ride. Help us drive Minne-
sota Toward Zero Deaths.  

If you have any questions con-
cerning traffic related laws or is-
sues in Minnesota send your 
questions to Sgt. Troy Christian-
son - Minnesota State Patrol at 
2900 48th Street NW, Rochester 
MN 55901-5848. Or reach him at 
Troy.Christianson@state.mn.us. 

‘Ask a Trooper’: 
Turning and 
Lane Changes
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Rick’s Appliance

Hours
M-F .... 7:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat ..... 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sunday ................. Closed

Visit our new Showroom!
405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

507-461-9615
Sales & Service

ricksappliancewaseca.com

The Waseca Bluejays delivered a 
statement win Tuesday night and 
witnessed history in the process, as 
senior Deron Russell became the 
program’s all-time leading scorer in 
a thrilling 61–57 victory over Ja-
nesville-Waldorf-Pemberton. 

Russell poured in 25 points 
against the Bulldogs, who entered 
the game ranked No. 1 in Class A in 
the QRF and No. 3 in the Minne-
sota Coaches Poll. His performance 
pushed his career total to 2,025 
points, surpassing the previous 
school record of 2,005 points set by 
Malik Willingham (2015–2019). 

The milestone came in a highly 
competitive matchup, with Waseca 
holding off one of the top-ranked 
Class A teams in the state down the 
stretch. Russell’s scoring effort was 
highlighted by timely baskets in 
key moments, helping the Bluejays 
secure one of their most impressive 
wins of the season. 

Willingham’s record had stood 

for several years as a benchmark of 
excellence in the Bluejay basketball 
program. Russell now takes his 
place atop a distinguished list of 
Waseca’s all-time leading scorers, 
which includes Malik Willingham 
(2,005 points, Class of 2019), Nick 
Dufault (1,913 points, Class of 
2016), Andrew Morgan (1,811 
points, Class of 2021), Ryan Du-
fault (1,774 points, Class of 2021), 
Kyreese Willingham (1,516 points, 
Class of 2021), Damarius Russell 
(1,508 points, Class of 2025), Eric 
Wood (1,467 points, Class of 
2001), Monte Dufault (1,461 
points, Class of 1988), and Kellen 
Driscoll (1,412 points, Class of 
2002). 

With six games remaining in his 
senior season, Russell will look to 
continue building on his historic 
total while leading Waseca in pur-
suit of a strong finish to the year. 

The Bluejays (13–7, 6–5 in the 
Big South Conference) return to ac-

tion on Friday, February 6, when 
they hit the road to take on the Wor-
thington Trojans (3–15, 1–8 in the 
Big South Conference), a team the 
Jays defeated 72–34 earlier this sea-
son. 

Russell’s achievement adds 
another chapter to the proud tradi-
tion of Waseca Bluejay basketball 
and places him among some of the 
most accomplished players in pro-
gram history.

History made

Your Trusted Local Law O�ces for Over 50 Years

www.phblawo�ce.com

Waseca Of昀ce
215 Elm Ave E
Waseca, MN 
507-835-5240
888-835-5244

Janesville Of昀ce
216 N Main St
Janesville, MN 
507-234-5106
888-980-1210

Owatonna Of昀ce
150 W Park Sq
Owatonna, MN 
507-451-9000
866-451-9010

Faribault Of昀ce
415 2nd Ave NW
Faribault, MN
507-332-7425

Waseca Music 
C O M P A N Y

5 0 7 - 8 3 5 - 2 9 8 0
1 1 1  S o u t h  S t a t e  S t r e e t

YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STORE
Band Instruments • Repairs

Guitars • CD, DVD, & Vinyl

Riverland Community Col-
lege is pleased to announce the 
2025 Fall president's and dean's 
lists: 

Waseca, MN  
Kyle Ahlschlager, Dean's List 
Noah Anderson, President's 

List 
Brittany Ball, Dean's List 
Logan Bultman, President's 

List 
Brandie Burdette, President's 

List 
Barbara Chavez, Dean's List 
Devon Ellis, President's List 
Rachel Estey-LaFountain, 

Dean's List 
Joel Frye, Dean's List 
Nastassia Goff-Frees, Dean's 

List 
Monica Harrington, Pres-

ident's List 
Bobbi Heiss, President's List 
Jaxon Hilley, President's List 
Chanel Huff, President's List 
Michael Kirby, Dean's List 
Jaden Krause, President's List 
Anisha Luna, Dean's List 
John MacKay, Dean's List 
Madelyn Malecha, Dean's 

List 
Jeanna Masten, Dean's List 
Ashlee Matthias, Dean's List 
Amber Miller, Dean's List 
Kiana Peterson, President's 

List 
Jennifer Rath, President's List 
Kamryn Rice, Dean's List 
Krymzen Rose, Dean's List 
Maricela Saldierna, Dean's 

List 
Allison Schmidt, President's 

List 
Brittney Seals, Dean's List 
Kaylee Smith, Dean's List 
Samantha Smith, Dean's List 
Jennifer Stall, President's List 
Alexander Stoltz, President's 

List 
Paige Thurman, President's 

List 
Alexis Velander, President's 

List 
Jaqueline Williamson, Pres-

ident's List 
New Richland, MN  
Hazel Botten, Dean's List 
Meela Budach, Dean's List 
Amelia Duryee, President's 

List 
Sierra Fish, Dean's List 
Christian Huntington-Cully, 

Dean's List 
Molly Johnson, Dean's List 
Alexis Loken, President's List 
Ryan Schlaak, Dean's List 
Grace Starman, Dean's List 
Aspyn Stenzel, President's 

List 

Chloe Stork, President's List 
Tatum Thibodeau, Dean's List 
Janesville, MN  
Cole Blomstrom, President's 

List 
Emma Huelsnitz, President's 

List 
Chloe Kaiser, President's List 
Hudson Miller, President's 

List 
Elijah Rangel, Dean's List 
Grace Sanny, President's List 
Paige Tish, President's List 
Tori Ward, President's List 
Jackson Winters, President's 

List 
Mason Zimmerman, Pres-

ident's List 
Waldorf, MN 
Hannah Brunsen, Dean's List 
Tayla Sandry, President's List 

University of Nebraska- 
Lincoln Dean’s List 

April Konz of Waseca is a 
sophomore majoring in forensic 
science 

University of Minnesota 
Rochester Chancellor’s List  
Jack Cahill of Janesville, MN 
Sierra Krause of Waseca, MN 

Saint Mary's Dean's List 
Ella Krautkremer of Waseca 

University of Minnesota  
Duluth Dean’s List 

Waseca, MN  
Makenna Gare, Labovitz 

School of Bus & Econ, Pre 
Business 

Ava Omtvedt, Education & 
Human Service Pro, Communi-
cation Sci/Disord 

New Richland, MN  
Eden Eads, Col of Arts, Hum 

& Soc Sci, Pre Studio Art 
Janesville, MN  
Abigail Sobolik, Education & 

Human Service Pro, Public 
Health 

Benjamin Walechka, UMD-
Sci & Eng. Swenson Coll of, 
Mechanical Engineering 

St. Olaf College Dean's List 
Waseca, MN  
Cecelia Huttemier, Biology, 

John Huttemier and Kristi 
Hyink-Huttemier 

Leah Scheffert, Grant and 
Sarah Scheffert 

Emma Wieseler, Environmen-
tal Studies, Patrick and Tania 
Wieseler 

University of Wisconsin, La 
Crosse Dean's List 

Jacqlyn Mathern of Waseca, 
English Major: Writing and 
Rhetoric Studies Emphasis 

University of North Dakota 
Dean’s List 

Andrew Skov, Janesville

Students achieve  
academic recognition

my life,” she shared. “From vol-
unteering at church as a child to 
participating in mission trips as a 
teenager, service was instilled in 
me early on. That commitment 
carried through college, into adult-
hood, and throughout my career. 
Serving others has always felt like 
a natural extension of who I am.” 

Her impact extends well beyond 
committee rooms. Waseca Football 
head coach Brad Wendland high-
lighted her contributions to youth 
programs, saying, “From the mo-
ment Katie Gonzales moved back 
to Waseca she became a wonderful 
asset to the community. Her im-
pact is matched by her work ethic 
and kindness. Her creativity and 
support have helped young people 
in Waseca have a great experience, 
and everything she is involved in 
is better because of her.” Gonzales 
has been a solid supporter of 
Coach Wendland’s teams since she 
has taken assumed ownership of 
State Farm Insurance. 

That same dedication is evident 
in her work with the pageant pro-
gram. Jennifer Burt, a colleague on 
the Southern Minnesota Pageant 
Committee, shared, “Katie just 
jumped right in and got to work. 
She has a passion for helping 
young women succeed, reach their 
full potential, set goals, and pre-
pare for a bright future. She has 
been an incredible asset to our 
small committee.” 

Despite her many commitments, 
Gonzales remains grounded in her 
priorities. “My family will always 
come first,” she said. “But I want 
my children to see what hard work, 
dedication, and service look like in 
real life. If they grow up under-
standing the value of showing up 
and giving back, that’s a win.” 

For Gonzales, the true reward of 
service lies in connection. “Serv-
ing alongside others and building 
meaningful relationships reminds 
me how powerful it is when people 
come together with a shared pur-
pose,” she said. “Even small acts 
of service can create ripple effects 
far beyond what we can see.” 

Gonzales’s story in Waseca 
began long before her leadership 
roles and volunteer commitments. 

Adopted from Korea as a baby, she 
was raised by parents who made 
Waseca her first home and founda-
tion. Like many young people, her 
path took her beyond city limits as 
she followed her husband An-
drew’s military career, gaining life 
experience in the education field, 
perspective, and resilience along 
the way. Ultimately, Waseca called 
her back. Her return represents ex-
actly what our community hopes 
for our own Bluejays: that they 
will go out into the world, learn, 
grow, gain wisdom, and then 
choose to come home. In doing so, 
Katie has not only returned to 
where her story began, but has in-
vested her experiences back into 
the community that helped shape 
her, contributing in meaningful 
ways and thriving alongside it. 

As she re-established herself 
professionally in Waseca, Gon-
zales credits Bob Hoffman with 

helping her see her own potential 
during a pivotal transition. After 
leaving education, she found her-
self questioning her professional 
identity. “Bob reminded me that 
teaching is education, and that 
education doesn’t just live in one 
field,” she said. “His encourage-
ment helped me realize I could 
continue to educate, inspire, and 
make an impact in a different 
way.” That perspective gave Gon-
zales the confidence to step into a 
new career path, one that still 
centers on empowering others and 
strengthening the community she 
calls home. 

The Distinguished Young Pro-
fessional Service Award rec-
ognizes not only what Katie 
Gonzales has already accom-
plished, but the lasting impact she 
continues to make through her 
leadership, generosity, and resolute 
commitment to Waseca’s future. 

■ Honored 
 from Page 1

ETHANOL
www.guardiannrg.com

AMERICAN MADE, FARMER OWNED

Offering Commercial 
& Residential Services

SteveJamesExcavating.com

• Excavation
• Site Development
• Site Utilities 
• Basement Digging
• Trucks & Hauling
• Landscape Supplies
• Rock, Sand, Gravel & Dirt
• Demolition
• Water & Waterline Repair
• Jetting, Camera & Locating
• Septic Services
• Snow Plowing

 “My family will always come first. but I 
want my children to see what hard work, 
dedication, and service look like in real life.”               

— Katie Gonzalez

Russell sets career record

Interim update from Rep. Tom Sexton 
Legislative Update 

Greetings, 
We are definitely getting ready 

for our session to start next week. 
As can be expected, we are meeting 
via Zoom with the Sergeant of Arms 
office concerning several new secu-
rity requirements for access to the 
Capitol complex. Governor Walz is-
sued an executive order in January 
2026 requiring everyone entering 
the Capitol building to pass through 
a magnetometer or alternate secu-
rity screening to check for weapons 
and contraband. Permit to carry 
holders are allowed to bring their 
firearm into the Capitol, but to suc-
cessfully pass through security, they 
must have their physical permit to 
carry card and a government-issued 
photo ID. If you are carrying a fire-
arm, please keep both your permit 

and photo ID with you the entire 
time you are visiting the Capitol. In 
summary, please expect some de-
lays and allow extra time to follow 
the procedures as you enter the Cap-
itol. 

Closing in on Session  
As you can imagine, the volume 

of calls and incoming email con-
tinues to increase as we prepare for 
the 2026 session. In addition, we 
have many visitors scheduled to see 
us at the Capitol during our upcom-
ing session. As always, I look for-
ward to seeing everyone, especially 
our high school and middle students 
visiting the Capitol and learning 
about our Minnesota history and the 
legislative process firsthand. 

U of MN Alumni Gathering 
Thank you to Julie Tesch and the 

University of Minnesota Alumni 

Association for cohosting a quick 
get together prior to the beginning 
of the 2026 session. We had the op-
portunity to talk about the potential 
for a bonding bill in 2026. Cur-
rently, we need to find $180M for 
debt servicing prior to contemplat-
ing as much as $1.2B in general ob-
ligation bonding. In addition, we 
received Governor Walz’s bonding 
request for Higher Education Asset 
Preservation and Replacement 
(HEAPR) funds. Within the gov-
ernor’s overall bonding request, 
there is a total request of $74.8M for 
the University of Minnesota system 
and $74.8M for the Minnesota State 
University system. In addition, we 
will be reviewing $3B in county and 
local government bonding requests. 
The need is great and we will be 
working to address these needs. 

Coffee with Tom 
Please feel free to join me for 

next Coffee with Tom meeting in 
Waseca on Friday, February 13th at 
the Waseca Chamber of Commerce 
from 12:00pm-1:00pm. 

In March, Coffee with Tom will 
be in Owatonna on Friday, March 
6th at the Owatonna Chamber of 
Commerce building from 12:00pm-
1:00pm. 

Then, Coffee with Tom will meet 
in Waseca on Friday, March 13th at 
the Waseca Chamber of Commerce 
from 12:00pm-1:00pm. 

The 2026 Legislative session will 
begin on Tuesday, February 17th at 
12:00pm in the State Capital House 
Chambers. 

Thank you for your support and 
feedback!

SATURDAY, FEBruary 21, 2026

STARFIRE EVENT CENTER 206 2nd AVE SW, WASECA

Swing Dwing Danceance

Doors open at 6 pm 
LESSONS AT 6:30PM

OPEN DANCING 7:30pM
REFRESHMENTS are Included With pUrchase of Ticket

Music by the Waseca 
JR. and SR. High School Jazz 

Ensembles

$7 adults /  $4 students  PRESALE OR AT the Door

Presale tickets at 4-Seasons, 
Waseca Music & Waseca HS

FREE for 

All 

College 

students 

with 

Student ID 

LESSONS 
from

Lynette 
Dawley 
of the 

Bee Bop 
Club

Featuri
ng
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CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
2200 4th St NE, Waseca 

507-835-2235 
Service times 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
4TH STREET EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH 
605 4th St NE, Waseca 

507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew Isker) 
Worship Sundays 10 a.m 

*     *     * 
FAITH UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca 

507-835-3167 
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
309 6th St NE, Waseca 

507-835-9176 
Worship Sundays traditional 8:30 a.m., 9:45 
a.m. Sunday School/Fellowship; 10:45 a.m. 

contemporary service 
*     *     * 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca 

507-833-1703 
Sundays 9:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

314 4th Ave NE, Waseca 
507-835-2647 

Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
*     *     * 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca 

507-835-4548 (office email: 
1cwaseca@hickorytech.net) 

Worship Sunday 10 a.m. 
*     *     * 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-835-1709 
Worship Sunday 9 a.m. 

*     *     * 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH 

111 4th St NW, Waseca 
Father Glenn Ferichs 

507-835-1222 
Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m., Tues. and Wed. 
at 8:30 a.m. and Thurs. at 7 a.m.; Saturdays 

at 5 p.m. 
*     *     * 

REAL LIFE CHURCH 
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-833-0017 
Sunday worship 10 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-

DAY SAINTS 
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-835-4640 
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 

1221 8th St SE, Waseca 
507-835-2213 

Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday Worship 
10:45 a.m. 
*     *     * 

CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY 
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-833-1082 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun Evening 

6:00 p.m., Wed. evening 6:30 p.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota  
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir and 
Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship 
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters 
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Otisco, Minnesota 

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor  
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study 
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
TRINITY EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Mary Iverson 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sunday 
School; 10 a.m. Coffee 
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting 
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7 p.m. 
Council meeting 

*     *     * 
LESUEUR RIVER 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
School 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 *     *     * 
VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Pastor Dan Kordahl 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

VISTA EVANGELICAL 
COVENANT CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Brian Schanil Pastor 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sunday 
School 
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Ministry, 1-
3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and Yard Games, 6 
p.m. until dark 

*     *     * 
ALL SAINTS 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Father Glenn Ferichs 
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 4th Fridays 
p.m. Mass 
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m. 

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAN 

Missouri Synod 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Larry Sipe 
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m. Sunday 
School and adult bible class 

*     *     * 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Freedom Township 
Sunday – 9:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Pastor Ava Adams-Morris 
Waldorf, Minnesota  

Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Father Brian Mulligan 
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

Wilton Township 
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor 

Services 6 p.m. Saturday 
*     *     * 

THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

Brad Donner, Branch President 
Waseca, Minnesota 

www.lds.org 
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 11:20 
a.m. Sunday School 
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities, ages 

12-18 
 *         *        * 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
412 N. Main Street, Janesville 

Pastor Jason Wolter 
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible Class, 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
JANESVILLE UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
401 N. West St., Janesville 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
BLOOMING GROVE UNITED METH-

ODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Morristown 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer worship hours, 
(10:45 a.m. Worship, winter)  

*     *     * 
ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

307 W. 2nd St, Janesville 
10 a.m. - Mass 

*     *     * 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

300 Owen St., Janesville 
Pastor Sarah Krolak 

*     *     * 
ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL CHURCH 

Alma City, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

Smiths Mill, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship 

 *         *        * 
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN 

CHURCH ELCA 
404 30 120th St. Waseca 

Pastor Sarah Krolak 
507-234-6463  

Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second sunday 
“Young at heart”  
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation 

*     *     * 
    NOTE: CHANGES IN CHURCH CAL-
ENDARS MUST BE MADE BY NOTIFI-
CATION FROM A MEMBER OF THE 
CONGREGATION TO THE WASECA 
COUNTY PIONEER.

By PASTOR RICK WULF 
The fire crackled, burning 

bright. I could feel the heat from 
where I was sitting. It was a crisp 
night—a perfect night for a fire. 
The family was roasting marsh-
mallows, laughing as they tried 
to shove the whole s'more into 
their mouth. Half of the gooey 
marshmallow stuck to my son's 
cheek. 

I love campfires. I can sit there 
and watch for hours and not be 
bored. And as I sat there this 
time, without even realizing it, 
after some time, the heat had 
dwindled. It was still hot, but not 
as it was. Then more time passed 
and there was more white than 
there were the bright reds, yel-
lows, and oranges. 

I know what will happen if I 
don't throw another log on. So, I 
did. And within minutes, the fire 
was hot and bright once again. As 
I sat there again, I thought of pas-
sion. 

Passion. Now that's a word. 
When you hear the word, "pas-
sion", what comes to your mind? 

Perhaps that word elicits a ro-
mantic thought for you. Or 
maybe a fiery person. Or one 
who stands up proudly for their 
cause. Whatever you think about, 
passion is necessary to avoid the 
lethargy, the complacency, the 
apathy of this life. 

You and I weren't meant to live 
a life of complacency; we were 
meant for passion. So, what is 
passion? How do we find it? 
How does passion combat com-
placency? 

First, passion is more than just 
excitement. Perhaps that's a mod-
ern-day synonym. 

Someone might say, "He was 
passionate about that team." But 
that's not really the same. 

Passion isn't just a strong emo-
tion, fueled by likes or dislikes. 
Passion is a fueled desire that 
continues for a long time. That's 
right. Passion isn't a flash in a 
pan. It is consistent, it's a com-
mitment. It's something you en-
gage and don't let go. Passion is 
engaging what you love, endur-
ing through the struggle and the 
pain, and staying committed to it. 

The crazy thing is you don't 
"find" passion. I know we use 
that phrase. "You have to find 
your passion." But it's really not 
the truth. Rather, passion is 
forged. It's developed over time, 
by both positive and negative ex-
periences. I know, crazy. Passion 
is actually formed through the 
good and the bad. Passion with-
out the problems is actually a mi-
rage. It's not really passion. We 
need the hard things of life, the 
uphill climbs, the difficulties and 
the desert seasons to shape who 
we are. In order to truly have a 
passion for something, we have 
to see the value in it. If some-
thing doesn't have value, we do 
very little to pursue it. 

Think about that for a moment. 
Let's take Jesus' parables in Luke 
15 for an example. The shepherd 
has 100 sheep, and 1 goes astray. 
What led the shepherd to leave 
the 99 to find the 1? Passion! A 
love for his sheep and a desire for 
no sheep to be lost. The woman 
has 10 coins, and one gets lost. 
What led the woman to search 
diligently to find the 1? Passion! 

That coin had both monetary 
and intrinsic value, and she had 
passion that led her to search 
high and low for that coin. The 
father had 2 sons, and 1 goes 
prodigal. What led that father to 
search the countryside for his 
son? Passion! That son, made in 
the image of God, was lost and 
the father's love for his son was 
greater than the sin the son com-
mitted. 

In His greatest sermon, Jesus 
said, "Where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also." 
Yes, Jesus was referring to 
money, but I believe He was 
teaching us wherever we invest 
anything, will ultimately impact 
our attentions and our affections-
our mind and our heart. 

The opposite of passion is 
complacency. Complacency is 
really just emotional and spiritual 
auto-pilot. Now, when you're 
cruising at 30,000 feet on a trip 
from MSP to, pick any city in the 
world, auto-pilot is great. The 
pilot can sit back, relax, talk to 
the cabin, read a book, even. 
Completely acceptable (the book, 
maybe not). Complacency causes 
that passion, that fire burning in 
you to cool, to fail to produce the 
result it once did. Auto-pilot. 

Comfortable complacency is 
the bitter enemy of passionate 
love for Jesus. It's like sitting at 
the fire, just staring, wondering 
what changed. The truth is...you 
did. Not because you actively 
rebelled against God, but because 
you simply neglected stoking the 
fire. 

So, we said we don't really find 
passion, we form it. So how do 
we "stoke the fire"? How do we 
forge the passion for God? We 
ask ourselves deep, important, 
and formative questions. 

And we ask other people these 
same questions and we invite 
them to ask us. Here are some 
questions to get us moving: What 
am I feeding most? What am I 
thinking about most? 

What am I investing in most? 
What am I pursuing most? 
Where am I spending the most 
time, money, energy, and atten-
tion? Be careful as you answer 
them, for passion follows these 
answers most closely. 

So, with the little space I have 
left, how do we return to our first 
and highest passion-our love for 
God and our neighbors? First, en-
gage in your relationship with 
God daily. Even one day is 
enough time for our passion to 
cool. Spend time with Him, pray, 
read His Word, study it, mem-
orize it. Passion longs for daily 
presence, while complacency is 
satisfied with memory. Stay con-
nected with Christ. Second, en-
gage in your relationship with 
others regularly. You need spiri-
tual community to keep the fire 
going. If you don't, you will cool 
very quickly. Third, point out 
areas in your life that you are ne-
glecting, that are distracting, or 
that have become too busy. Con-
fess that those things that are 
causing complacency and then 
return to our Father who has been 
searching for you. 

And when you do these things, 
it's like throwing a log on the fire 
of your soul. That's how you 
keep the fire burning.

Keep the fire burning
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Dear Friends and Neighbors, 
The 2026 legislative session 

starts next week, on Tuesday, Feb. 
17. In advance of the session, I 
wanted to make you aware of some 
important security changes as you 
plan your Day on the Hill or visit 
to the State Capitol or Minnesota 
Senate Building (MSB). 

Starting the first day of session, 
additional security screenings will 
be required to enter the State Cap-
itol and the MSB, as well as the 
Senate Viewing Gallery. 

Please plan ahead and arrive at 
the State Capitol or MSB about 15 
minutes earlier than you would 
have in years past to give yourself 
extra time to get through security 
screenings. 

These procedures are brand new 
this year, and while I hope for a 
smooth rollout, it’s best to be pre-
pared for delays, especially when a 
large group or organization is vis-
iting for a Day on the Hill. 

State Capitol 
On Monday, Jan. 26, Gov. Walz 

issued an executive order to imple-
ment weapons screening at the 
State Capitol. The screenings will 
start the first day of session. Permit 
to carry holders are allowed to 
bring their firearm into the Capitol, 
but to pass security, they must have 
their physical permit to carry card 
and a government-issued photo ID. 
If you’re carrying a firearm, keep 
both your permit and ID with you 
the entire time you’re at the Capi-
tol. 

Screening stations will be lo-
cated at the main entrance of the 
Capitol (South) beneath the steps, 
and at underground tunnel access 
points. The Capitol’s West and East 
entrances will remain locked 
throughout session. 

If you exit the Capitol, you will 
be required to pass security when 
you re-enter. 

Senate Gallery 
Senate President Bobby Joe 

Champion (DFL-Minneapolis) is-
sued a memo on Jan. 26 requiring 
the use of additional security 
screening for all members of the 
public entering the Senate Gallery. 
That memo also prohibits the car-
rying of firearms or other danger-
ous weapons (as defined by Minn. 
Stat. 609.02, subd. 6) by members 
of the public in the Senate Gallery, 
including for those who have a per-
mit to carry. This prohibition does 
not apply to licensed peace officers 
or Senate Sergeants-at-Arms when 
they are performing official duties. 

Members of the public carrying 
a firearm will be denied access to 
the Senate Gallery—there will be 
no weapons storage. In this case, 
you can watch Senate floor ses-
sions on the TV monitors placed 
outside the Senate chambers on the 
second floor of the Capitol. 

Minnesota Senate Building 
The Minnesota Senate Building 

(MSB), where my office (# 2227) 
is located and where many Senate 
committee hearings take place, will 
also require security screening for 

members of the public. Screening 
will be located at the main entrance 
of the MSB (corner of University 
Ave. and Cedar Ave.). 

If you exit the MSB, you will be 
required to pass security when you 
re-enter. 

If you’re visiting both the MSB 
and the Capitol, you will be re-
quired to pass security when you 
enter each building. 

Prohibited Items at the State 
Capitol and MSB 

Weapons: firearms (unless car-
ried by a valid permit holder), 
knives, explosives, blunt objects 

Contraband: illegal substances, 
alcohol 

Protest items: balloons, spray 
paint/chalk, tape, candles/open 
flames 

Accessible Parking 
For vehicles under 8.2 feet: 20 

disability parking spots are located 
in the Senate Office Building for 
no cost. Coming from Rice Street 
on Sherburne Ave., take a right 
onto Capitol Blvd. and then 
another right into the parking ga-
rage. Once parked, find and press 
the access button. Security will un-
lock the door and direct you to the 
screening checkpoint. 

The distance from the parking 
elevator to the Capitol elevators is 
425 feet, or approximately 3/4 of a 
city block. There are benches 
throughout the tunnel. The tunnel 
is open during Capitol hours. 

You can find more information 
about public parking at the Minne-

sota Department of Administration. 
A Final Note 

Change is always difficult, but 
I’m committed to keeping the State 
Capitol—the People’s House—as 
open to the public as possible, and 
to keeping the Minnesota Senate 
Building accessible so you can at-
tend committee hearings and visit 
my office. 

Senate Republicans didn’t have 
a say in approving either the Gov-
ernor’s executive order or Senate 
Democrats’ rule to ban firearms 
from the Senate gallery. However, 
we advocated for Second Amend-
ment rights and voiced our con-
cerns over Constitutional 
infringement as well as logistical 
challenges. We’ll closely monitor 
these new procedures, provide 
feedback to Capitol Security, and 
push for changes or improvements 
where necessary. 

Please contact Gov. Walz’s of-
fice if you have feedback on the 
State Capitol entrance security, and 
Sen. Champion’s office with feed-
back on Senate Gallery security. 

I look forward to your visit this 
session. Please reach out to my of-
fice if you have any questions or 
feedback on your experience with 
these new procedures. 

As always, please let me know if 
you have any questions. It is a priv-
ilege to serve as your state senator.  

Sincerely,  
Senator John Jasinski

Jasinski newsletter: New security procedures

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

As part of a Lenten series 
called "Tell Me Something 
Good," Grace Lutheran Church in 
Waseca is welcoming Diane 
Harpster, certified Zentangle 
teacher, to lead two public ses-
sions from 5:30 to 6:15 and 7:15 
to 8 p.m. the evening of Wednes-
day, Feb. 25. 

Holden will also be a speaker at 
that evening’s service beginning 
at 6:30 p.m., and will tell about 
the benefits Zentangle has had for 
her. Grace Lutheran is located at 
300 Elm Avenue East in Waseca. 

Zentangle is a non-representa-
tional and unplanned art form 
which uses only a writing utensil 

and paper; the intent is to focus 
on each stroke and not worry 
about the result. The Zentangle 
method can lead to beautiful art 
and also allows practitioners to 
enjoy heightened focus, creativ-
ity, self-confidence and an in-
creased sense of well-being. 

The sessions are free and open 
to anyone who can hold a pen. 
Free will donations will be ac-
cepted to support mental health 
resources in the Waseca com-
munity. The church asks that 
people planning to attend register 
in advance so that supplies can be 
prepared. Online registrations can 
made at https://gracelutheran-
church.breezechms.com/form/5b
5b82

Waseca’s Grace 
Luthern Offering 
‘Zentangle’ session 

Diane Harpster got her  Zentangle Teacher Certification train-
ing done in November of 2020 and now offers online and in-per-
son classes.





The Fairmont Cardinals showed
the Waseca High School girls' bas-
ketball team why it has lost only
once all season and are ranked No.
10 in the state in Class AA.

But it didn't happen until the sec-
ond half.

The Bluejays played tough in the
first 20 minutes before allowing
Fairmont to pull away for a 75-35
decision on Waseca's home court
last Thursday.

"We started the game very well at
both ends of the floor," said Waseca
head coach Brian Rupe, whose
squad was within six points with
about eight minutes remaining in
the first half.

But Fairmont went on a scoring
run to finish the opening stanza and
took a 43-20 margin into halftime.

"Fairmont is very talented across
the board," said Rupe. "They run
the floor well and move the ball
well. We just couldn't keep up with
them for the entire game. They did a
good job taking Ava out of our
offense."

Adrianna Willingham and
Hannah Sommers led the Bluejays
in scoring eight eight points apiece,
with Maren Schimming pulling
down a team-high seven rebounds.
Ava Miller led the team with six
assists.

Waseca totals: Willingham eight
points, one rebound; A.Miller 2P,
2R, 6A, 1S; Belle Miller 5P, 3R,
1A; Reese Rodriguez 6P, 2R, 3
blocked shots; Schimming 2P, 7R;
Libby Miller 1P, 1R; Sommers 8P,
3R, 1A, 1S; Alexa Welander 2R;
Shakiyah Powell 3P, 6R, 1S, 1B.

The loss dropped Waseca's season
record to 3-20.

The Bluejays notched a second
straight win at home Tuesday night,
defeating LeSueur-Henderson 64-
57 in a nonconference game to
improve to 5-18 overall.

Waseca started strong, taking a
15-3 early lead, but the Giants
closed the gap to 34-29 at halftime.

The Jays won the rebounding bat-
tle 51-36, thanks to 17 boards from
Hannah Sommers.

Ava Miller led Waseca with 19
points.

"She did a great job scoring,
which she has been doing recently,"
said Rupe. "But she was also able to

move the ball around, with eight
assists. When the ball moves better,
we just are a much better team on
the defensive end."

Waseca totals: Willingham 10P,
2R, 1A, 1S; A.Miller 19P, 7R, 8A,
1A; B. Miller 1R, 1A, 1S;
Rodriguez 11P, 3R, 1S; Schimming
8R, 1A; L.Miller 4P, 4R, 3A;
Sommers 14P, 17R, 3A; Powell 6P,
4R, 1S.

The victory improved the Lady
Jays to 5-19.

After hosting Janesville-Waldorf-
Pemberton Monday and playing
Tuesday at Maple River, the Jays
are off until the Feb. 23 section pre-
liminaries. The quarterfinals are
Feb. 26.

The Fairmont High School boys'
basketball team entered last
Thursday's home game against the
Waseca Bluejays riding high, with a
19-2 record and the No 9 ranking in
the state in Class AA.

For the second week in a row, the
Bluejays left their opponents' build-
ing with an upset win.

After knocking off JWP - ranked
No. 1 in the state in Class A - the
Bluejays played tough in defeating
Fairmont 57-54.

"It was a defensive battle all
night," said Bluejays head coach
Seth Anderson.

The Cardinals, boasting a 6-foot-
10 inch center, assumed a 22-18
lead at halftime and stretched that
margin in the second half.

But the Bluejays - buoyed by a
10-0 run, fought back and refused to
fold, holding off a furious Fairmont
rally in the final minutes.

Deron Russell scored 21 points to
lead Waseca, including three three-
pointers, along with two rebounds,
five assists and a steal. Ethan Hiller
scored 12, making four of four field
goals, while totaling 10 rebounds,
four assists and a steal.

Others: Cyrett Long 3A, 1S;
Wyatt Hager 5P, 4R, 1A, 2S; Owen
Honstad 9P, 4R, 3S; Owen Rupe 4P,

2R, 2A.
The win improved the Bluejays to

16-5 for the season.
Two nights earlier, the Jays had

their hands full while winning 73-
61 at Waterville.

"WEM played really well," said
Anderson. "They gave us every-
thing we could handle."

The Jays held a 33-30 edge at
halftime.

Russell finished with 25 points,
three rebounds, two assists and a
steal. Hiller again shot well, going
5-for-5 on twos and 6-for-6 overall,
totaling 16 Points, nine rebounds,
four assists and three steals.

Also: Long 3P, 2R, 4A, 2S; Hager
2R; Honstad 3P, 1R, 3A; Brody
Dufault 3P, 1A; Rupe 4P, 1R, 1A,
2S; Jeske 6P, 8R, 1A, 1S.

The Bluejays play at Hope
Adademy at 7:30 Thursday. They
play Feb. 26 at 7:15 at LeSueur-
Henderson.

SLAM DUNK — At left, the Bluejays’ Deron Russell slam dunks during Waseca’s win at Waterville last week. At right, Cyrett Long
advances the basketball.                                                                                                                                    Photos by Cassie Rupe

“It was a defen-
sive battle.”

— Waseca coach
Seth Anderson

“We started the
game very well.”

— Waseca coach
Brian Rupe
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It was back-and-forth all
night, but the Janesville-
Waldorf-Pemberton High
School girls' basketball team
picked up another big win last
Friday, defeating visiting
Southland 71-62 in a noncon-
frence clash at Janesville.

With five players scoring in
double figures, the Bulldogs,
according to coach Brandon
Goebel, simply refused to fold
against a formidable foe.

"I was really happy with how
the girls competed tonight,"
said Goebel. "It was an up and
down game all night long, but
we stuck with it."

Although the Bulldogs led
35-31 at halftime, they found
themselves down by seven
points as the game went on.

"It would have been very
easy for the girls to give up and
think it was over, but they did-
n't," said Goebel. "They contin-
ued to fight, and that is what I
am most proud of. They kept up
the energy and continued  to
work on both ends of the floor."

Freshman Ashlynn Wolff led
the Bulldogs in scoring with 18
points, adding seven rebounds.
Neveah Weimert had 14 points,
3 rebounds and 4 steals.

Others: Katie Olson 11P, 2R,
3A; Mikayla Wheelock 12P,
2R, 2S; Jacelynn Mulder 14P,
11R.

"With five girls in double fig-
ures, it is something that I will
always  be proud of," said
Goebel. "It means we are play-
ing together  and playing  for
each other."

The Bulldogs improved to
17-7 for the season while the
Rebels fell to 20-4.

The JWP girls finished the
regular season with a Monday
game at Waseca and a Tuesday
home contest against Sibley
East.

Bluejays hold
off Fairmont,
defeat WEM

REBOUND — Above, Waseca freshman Shakiyah Powell hangs onto a rebound during
Thursday night’s home game against Fairmont. Below, sophomore Maren Schimming eyes the
basket.                                                                                   Photos by Jim Lutgens

Fairmont
defeats
Lady Jays 

Bulldog
girls sink
Southland

Loss snaps two-
game winning
streak for WHS

Story
Idea?

837-6767

JWP improves
record to 17-7

Boys’ Basketball

Big South Conference - Black

Conf.    Ov.

Belle Plaine 9-1 16-4
Marshall 7-3 10-11
St. Peter 8-4 13-6
Waseca 7-5 16-7

New Ulm 6-6 11-11
Worthington 1-9 3-18
Tri-City United 0-10 0-18

Big South Conference - Gold

Conf.    Ov.

Fairmont 12-1 19-3
Luverne 11-3 17-5
Jackson Co. Central 10-2 15-5
Blue Earth Area 8-5 14-6
St. James Area 6-8 12-9
Pipestone Area 3-11 6-17
Windom Area 2-11 9-13
Redwood Valley 1-12 3-20

Gopher Conference - West

Div.      Ov.

Janesville-WP 6-0  23-2

New Richland-HEG 4-3 5-14

Waterville-EM 3-3 8-13
United South Central 2-4  3-18
Medford 1-6 5-18

Gopher Conference East

Div.      Ov.

Triton 9-0 21-4
Hayfield 5-3 14-8
Blooming Prairie 4-5 14-5
Randolph 3-5 8-15
Bethlehem Academy 3-5 10-11
Kenyon-Wanamingo 1-7 9-13

Girls’ Basketball

Big South Conference - Black

Conf.    Ov.

Marshall 11-0 19-3
New Ulm 10-2 15-8
St. Peter 7-5 11-10
Tri-City United 5-6 9-14
Belle Plaine 4-6 10-12
Waseca 2-10 5-19

Worthington 0-10 2-21

Big South Conference - Gold

Conf.    Ov.

Fairmont 13-0 23-1
St. James Area 11-3 20-5
Pipestone Area 11-3 20-3
Windom Area 6-8 16-8
Luverne 6-8 14-12
Jackson County Cent. 5-8 10-14
Blue Earth Area 3-11 7-17
Redwood Valley 0-12 1-24

Gopher Conference - West

Div.       Ov.

New Richland-HEG 6-0 22-2

Janesville-WP 4-2 17-7

Waterville-EM 2-4 7-16
United South Central 0-6 7-16

Gopher Conference - East

Div.       Ov.

Triton 9-1 17-6
Hayfield/Schaeffer Ac. 7-1 19-6
Blooming Prairie 6-3 14-11
Randolph 4-6 13-13
Kenyon-Wanamingo 2-7 8-16
Bethlehem Academy 0-10 8-15

STANDINGS



There was little doubt who would
win as the JWP boys played at
Medford Friday night.

It was all Bulldogs, who led 44-23
at halftime while cruising to an 84-
42 victory, improving to 22-2 on the
season and 12-1 in the Gopher
Conference.

Individually for JWP: Daulton
Bauer 27P, 6A; Gavin Bauer 14P,
9R, 6A, 5S; Quast 12P, 5A; Gavin
Weedman 7P; Jaxon Wolff 8P;
Jeffrey Simonson 8P

The Bulldogs snapped a brief
two-game skid last Monday with a
72-60 victory at Sibley East. JWP
was on top 32-28 at halftime.

Gavin Bauer led four scorers in
double figures with 19 points to go
along with five rebounds and five
steals. Weedman scored 17. Daulton
Bauer totaled 16 points, seven
rebounds and six assists, Quast 14
points and 10 rebounds, Gearity 6
points and 6 rebounds.

"It sure felt good to get back in
the win column," said JWP coach
Nick James. "It was a ugly win, but
we will take it. They (Sibley) played
really well and hit some big shots.
Gavin Weedman played well and hit
some big shots down the stretch for

us. He broke out of his slump, so
we're hoping he can stay out of it.
We still didn't  shoot it well from
three-pointers as a group."

The Bulldogs made seven of 26
threes.

Free throws were also a big factor
as JWP made 15 of 17 to 5 of 6 for
the Wolverines.

JWP held a 46-29 rebounding
advantage.

Totals for JWP:   Daulton Bauer

16P, 7R, 6A; Gavin Bauer 19P, 5R,
5S; Quast 14P, 10R, Weedman 17P;
Parker Gearity 6P, 6R.

Next up for the Bulldogs is a
home game Tri-City United Feb. 24.

It has been said that it's difficult to defeat a good team
three times in one season.

In that regard, the Waseca High School boys' hockey
team has to be feeling good.

The Bluejays reversed the tables on Luverne last
Friday at a packed Waseca Community Arena, avenging
two earlier-season losses to the Cardinals with a 6-2
decision.

It gave coach Chris Storey's crew the outright Big
South Conference championship and improved
Waseca's record to 19-5-2, including 6-0 in the Big
South Black.

It was the eighth consecutive victory for Waseca,
which lost 5-4 to Luverne in overtime at WCA and 4-2
at Luverne in December.

Luverne's season record fell to 21-5-1. The Cardinals
were 8-0 in the Big South Gold Division.

Friday night belonged to the Waseca faithful and the
Bluejays, who were truly firing on all eight cylinders.

The Cardinals struck first, scoring at 7:29 of the first
period, which saw Luverne outshoot Waseca 17-12.

The Bluejays quickly answered with a Jayden
Gehring goal at 8:55, assisted by Jude Gehring. Griffin
Storey made it 2-1 at the 16:54 mark on an assist from
Jude Gehring.

After a scoreless second stanza, Otto Schoenrock
scored on an assist from Henry Huttemier at 3:11 of the
third. Luverne answered at the 4:32 mark.

Jude Gehring, with Huttemier assisting, put Waseca
up 4-2 at 5:44 of the third. Storey and Dawson Slechta
added empty-net goals in the final minutes.

For the game, Waseca outshot Luverne 43-40. Both
teams took six penalty minutes in three infractions. The
Bluejays were penalized one for two minutes.

Josiah Schmidt was in goal for Waseca.
A night earlier, the Bluejays survived a scare against

nonconference opponent Tartan before escaping
Oakdale with a come-from-behind 3-1 victory.

The first period was scoreless until the Titans scored
at the 14:11 mark.

The score held until 2:27 of the third, when the
Bluejays' Jude Gehring evened it with an even-strength
goal assisted by Griffin Storey.

Ayden Kath put Waseca on top at 4:53, assisted by
Huttemier and Schoenrock, and Gehring added an
insurance goal at the 13:51 mark, assisted by August
Hanson and Huttemier.

Schmidke went the distance in goal, totaling 20 saves
as Waseca outshot Tartan 34-21, including 19-6 in the
third period.

Each team served four minutes in the penalty box on
two infractions apiece.

The win, the Bluejays' seventh straight, improved
them to 18-5-2 for the season while the Titans fell to 8-
15-1.

The Waseca roster includes seniors Avery Wetzel,
Jayden Gehring, Max Bodenweiser, Jayden Hervey,
Jackson Dahl and Jude Gehring, juniors Hanson
Slechta, Huttemier, Dawson Gerdts, Schoenrock, Cash
Lynch, Trey Jensen, Owen Weiseler, Beckett Srp,
Griffin Storey, Schmidtke, Brandon Bartz and Corbin
Martens, and sophomores Ty Krautkremer, Kath,
Nathan Hager and Blake Klimmek. Coach Storey's
assistants are Brad Dushaw, Dan Pumper, Ben Srp and
Joe Burrage.

The section tournament began Tuesday with a play-in
game. The section quarterfinals are tonight at a site to be
determined. The semifinals are Saturday at the
Rochester Recreation Center, with the championship
game Wednesday, Feb. 25 at Rochester. The Bluejays
are expected to be one of the top seeds.

TO THE BASKET — Caleb Quast of the JWP boys’ basketball team drives to the basket for two
points. Quast scored 14 to help the Bulldogs to a 84-42 victory at Medford last Friday.

Photo by Jim Lutgens

BIG WIN — Otto Schoenrock scored the third goal of the night Friday as the Waseca High
School boys’ hockey team defeated Luverne 6-2 for the Big South Conference title.

Photo by Jim Lutgens
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The WEM/JWP Grizzly girls’
wrestling team competed at the
Section 2 Tournament Feb. 6–7 at
the Mayo Civic Center in
Rochester.

The Grizzlies sent seven ath-
letes to the tournament, and six
returned home with medals—an
impressive showing that reflects
the tremendous growth this team
made throughout the season.

“The strides these athletes
took, both individually and col-
lectively, were remarkable, and
the coaching staff could not be
more proud of their progress,”
said Grizzlies co-head coach
Adam Roesler.

The program’s first-ever girls’
wrestling state qualifier is Kayle
Langford at 139 pounds.
Entering the tournament as the
No. 2 seed, Langford exceeded
expectations by capturing the
section championship.

“Kayle trains daily with the
boys in practice, a decision she
made intentionally,” said Coach
Roesler. “As one of the most
experienced and physically
strongest wrestlers in the room
coming into the season, she
wanted to be challenged—to be
pushed beyond her comfort zone
rather than staying with partners
she could easily handle. That
mindset is not common, but it
defines who she is as a wrestler.”

Her toughness has been evi-
dent for years. Two seasons ago,
during a practice in Janesville,
Langford hit her head on a metal
window frame. When concern
was raised over her now-black
eye and the possibility of injury,
her response was simple and
direct: she insisted she was fine
and demanded to get back to
work. That grit, resilience, and
refusal to back down in the face
of adversity are exactly what
make her a champion—and the
kind of competitor every
wrestling room respects.

Other Grizzlies at section:
Bre Masso, 118 pounds, had an

outstanding season. Seeded No.
2, Masso made the late-season
decision to move up to 118
pounds due to weight-class
adjustments across the section—
a move she wanted and one the
coaches fully supported. She
wrestled with the same ferocity

that defined her dominant season,
but fell in a back-and-forth semi-
final match that saw multiple
lead changes. Masso responded
the way champions do: she
regrouped, focused on what she
could control, and fought her
way to a third-place finish. When
the wrestler who defeated her lost
in the finals, it officially sealed
Masso’s placement, but her
resilience and competitive spirit
were on full display.

Anaelyse Skidmore, 106,
delivered one of the weekend’s
most impressive performances.
Entering as the No. 6 seed, she
upset both the No. 3 and No. 2
seeds to earn a spot in the finals
against last year’s 100-pound
state champion from New
Prague. After falling in the cham-
pionship match, Skidmore wres-
tled again in the true second
match for a state berth. Though
she came up short, the weekend
was a testament to how far she
has come. By Sunday, Skidmore
was already reflecting on her
growth and setting her sights on
next season—a mindset that
often leads to future success.
While the white ribbon of third
place can sting, especially when
the goal feels so close, it can also
become powerful motivation and
a valuable life lesson.

Said Roesler, “The remaining
Grizzly wrestlers were all first-
year competitors, yet they still
earned medals and wins at the
section tournament. Their rapid
learning curve and steady
improvement throughout the sea-
son culminated in strong perfor-
mances on the awards stand, pro-
viding an exciting glimpse into
the future of the program.
Congratulations to all of the
WEM/JWP Grizzly girls on an
outstanding season and a historic
weekend for the program.”

The WEM/JWP wrestling
Grizzlies they posted a 60-9 victory
over Triton in Janesville last
Thursday. WEM/JWP, seeded No. 3
in the bracket, faced GMLOS on
Saturday  for a spot in the section
finals.

Winning for the Grizzlies against
Triton: Brenden Masso, 121 pounds;
Trey Richards 127; David Mielke,
133; Aiden Gruber, 139; Brady

Murphy, 145; Parker James, 152;
Ben Root, 160; Charles Adams, 171;
Trenton Huber 189; Kavin Sheehy,
215; and Quinn Anderson, 245.

Scoring falls were Richards,
Gruber, Murphy, James, Root,
Adams, Huber and Sheehy.

Also wrestling for WEM/JWP
were Jacksten Knish, 107; and Otto
Root, 114.

The Grizzlies defeated GMLOS

40-31 in the semifinals behind wins
from Knish, Root, Richards,
Murphy, James, Adams and Huber.

The put the Grizzlies in the finals
against Kenyon-Wanamingo, where
they fell 52-21.

Winners for WEM/JWP were
Murphy, James, Huber and Sheehy.

“We fell one dual win short of the
state tournament for the second sea-
son in a row,” said WEM/JWP co-

head coach Adam Roesler. “Of
course guys were down and out ,but
we will have a short-term memory
and will get back to work.

Next for the Grizzlies is Section 2
Class A Individual Section on
Saturday  Janesville at JWP High
School. Wrestling Begins at 10 a.m.

Third time’s the charm
for WHS hockey boys

Bulldogs
power
past
Medford

“Congratulations
on an outstand-
ing season and a
historic week-
end.”

— JWP coach
Adam Roesler

Langford makes
school history for
wrestling Grizzlies

Bluejays top Luverne for outright Big South crown

Boys' Hockey

Big South Conference - Black

Div.            Ov.

Waseca 6-0 19-5-2

New Ulm 3-3 13-11
Minnesota River 3-3 10-12
Marshall 0-6 7-18

Big South Conference - Gold

Div.            Ov.

Luverne 8-0 21-4-1
Fairmont 6-4 7-13
Windom Area 5-5 7-16
Redwood Valley 4-7 6-17
Worthington 1-8 2-22

Wrestling

Big South Conference - Black

Div.           Ov.

New Ulm 6-0 22-0
Marshall/Lakeview 5-1 19-4
Tri-City United 3-2 14-9
St. Peter 3-3 15-9
Worthington 3-4 6-16
Waseca 1-5 5-14

Martin County 0-6 7-15

Big South Conference - Gold

Div.             Ov.

Jackson County Central 6-0 18-3
Windom/Mt. Lake 4-2 16-11
St. James-Madelia 4-3 15-11
Redwood Valley 3-3 15-13
Pipestone Area 3-3 16-6
Blue Earth Area 2-5 6-16
Luverne 0-6 7-16

STANDINGS

WEM/JWP falls one win shy of state for 2nd straight year
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By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The Panthers hosted Alden-
Conger/Glenville-Emmons Friday
in a section matchup and won going
away, 94-51.

After a somewhat slow start, as
the NRHEG boys tried to find their
groove, the visitors managed to keep
it close as the Panthers started to
score some points and settled in to a
37-28 haltime lead.

"We talked about some defensive
adjustments at the half," explained
Coach Schmidt. "And the boys set a
goal to keep the Knights under 50

for the night."
The Panthers came out on fire in

the second half, and they raced to 57
second-half points.

"I couldn't be more heppy with
the way the guys played on both
ends of the court," said Schmidt,
who was pleased with his team's
effort.

Five NRHEG scorers reached
double figures and grabbed six or
more rebounds.

"The guys did a tremendous job
attacking the basket," said Schmidt.

Gilliland led the way with 19
points, six rebounds and five assists.

"He did a great job taking over in

the second half and getting layups
whenever he wanted," said Schmidt.

Olson had another big night,
knocking down 17 points (including
three 3-pointers).   Nissen started
slowly but ended with 16 points and
5 assists.   Holland came off the
bench to add 13 points and 9
rebounds.   Brendan Schmidt had a
good all-around game with 10
points, 7 rebounds, 3 assists, and 3
steals and a block.   A.J. Deen and
Reid Sandry each chipped in 6
points, with A.J. grabbing another 9
rebounds. Fynn Baumann added 5
points, and did a great job on the
defensive end again. Sean Lassahn

rounded out the scoring with 2
points. 

Individual totals: A.J.Deen 6P,
9R, 1A, 1B; Olson 17P, 1R, 2S;
Nissen 16P, 3R, 5A, 3S; Gilliland
19P, 6R, 4A, 1S; Baumann - 5
points, 2 rebounds, 1 assist;
B.Schmidt 10P, 7R, 3A, 3S, 1B;
David Deen   1R; Holland 13P, 9R,
2A, 1S; Reid Sandry 6P, 2R;
Lassahn 2P, 2R; Levi Whiteside 1A.

The Panthers started the week
Tuesday at a strong 17-3 Madelia
team and lost 107-66.

"We took on a very good
Blackhawks team that is currently
third in our section," said Coach

Schmidt.
Led by an extremely talented

sophomore guard and a 6-foot-7
center, Madelia made things tough -
especially on their home court.

"Both those guys create matchup
nightmares, and this game was no
exception," said Schmidt.

The Panthers also hurt themselves
with turnovers on an otherwise good
offensive night.

Defense was tougher.
"We had zero answers to anything

they did," said Schmidt, whose team
played in a tough environment on
Madelia's Senior Night.

Nissen led the Panthers with 14

points, with Olson netting 14, A.J.
Deen and Lassahn eight each.
Gilliland added seven.

NRHEG totals: A.J.Deen 8P, 2R,
2A; Olson 13P, 1R, 1A; Nissen 14P,
2R, 4A, 1S; Gilliland 7P, 2R, 1A,
1S; Baumann 4P, 1R, 1S; B.Schmidt
1R, 5A, 2S; Holland 4P, 6R, 2A;
Lassahn 8P, 1A; Whiteside 3P, 3R,
2A; David Deen 3P; Sandry 1R;
Jewison 2P, 1R, 1A, 1S.

The Panthers play Friday at 7 p.m.
at Waterville-Elysian-Morristown.

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The NRHEG girls' basketball
team did more than just shine
Saturday night.

The Panthers dominated.
NRHEG captured the outright

Gopher Conference championship,
mowing down Hayfield 78-35 for
their 23rd consecutive victory.

The Panthers started strong and
never looked back, hitting a barrage
of three-point baskets, taking a 10-0
lead while building it to 41-17 at
halftime. They finished the season
13-0 in conference play. The
Vikings were never really in the
game.

"It was great to see the girls show
up strong on a big stage to win the
Gopher Conference championship,"
said Panthers head coach Onika
Peterson. "Our defense was solid,
along with our rebounding. We hit
eight threess in the first half, which
set a tempo and allowed us to hop
out to a 41-17 lead."

Cameron VanMaldeghem came
up big with 40 points and her twin
sister, Quinn, again led the team
with 11 rebounds.

NRHEG individual totals: Gabby
Schlaak 7 points, 4 rebounds, 4
steals, 1 assist; Ezra Boerner 7P, 4R,
4S; Q.VanMaldeghem 7P, 11R, 6S,
5A, 1 blocked shot; Clara Buendorf
9P, 2R, 3S, 2A; Kenley Gehrke 1R;
C.VanMaldeghem 40P, 7R, 8S, 3A;
Savannah Farr 2P; Chloe Stork 6P,
2R, 1S; Emelia Stadheim 1A.

The Panthers overwhelmed
Alden-Conger/Glenville-Emmons
76-29 Friday at Alden. They led 51-
9 at halftime, allowing Peterson to
subsitute freely in the second half.

Individually: Schlaak 18P, 2R, 4S,
1A; Boerner 12P, 3R, 1S; 4A;
Q.VanMaldeghem 17R, 8S, 5A;
Buendorf 13P, 3R, 1S; Gehrke 1R;
C.VanMaldeghem 33P, 7R, 7S, 1A;
Farr 1R, 2S; Stork 2R, 2S, 3A;
Stadheim 1R.

"We had a lot of kids contributing
tonight," said Peterson "We hopped
out to a quick first half jump with
Schlaak hitting four 3’s,   Boerner
hitting two 3’s, Camryn

VanMaldeghem
hitting two 3’s, and Buendorf having
one. The girls were in control the
whole game. We shot the ball and
rebounded well against a couple of
nice sized Alden-Conger kids."

The Panthers took their 21-game
winning streak and No. 2 Class AA
state ranking to St. Clair last
Tuesday and came home with a 79-
49 victory.

NRHEG led 38-27 at halftime.
"It was a great team win," said

Coach Peterson. "We had a lot of
kids contributing tonight on the
offense side of the ball. Defensively
we were solid. We adjusted to where
their shooters were, and were big on
the boards. The season is starting to
dwindle down."

Camryn VanMaldeghem had a big
game with 32 points while Quinn
VanMaldeghem pulled down an
impressive 19 rebounds.

Individually for the Panthers:
Schlaak 8P, 3R, 2S, 2A; Boerner 7P,
1R, 1S; Q.VanMaldeghem 11P, 19R,
4A, 4S; Buendorf 5P, 4R, 3S, 2A;
C.VanMaldeghem 32P, 8R, 5A; Farr
2R; Stork 14P, 7R, 1S, 1A;
Stadheim 2P, 1A; Aubrey
Hendrickson 1S.

"We seed this weekend," said
Coach Peterson. "Playoffs are just
around the corner, and we host
Sleepy Eye St. Mary’s on Thursday,
Feb. 19. It will be another fun test to
see how our team competes against
a great St. Mary’s team."The
Panthers overwhelmed Alden-
Conger/Glenville-Emmons 76-29
Friday at Alden. They led 51-9 at
halftime, allowing Peterson to subsi-
tute freely in the second half.

Individually: Schlaak 18P, 2R, 4S,

1A;
Boerner 12P, 3R, 1S; 4A;
Q.VanMaldeghem 17R, 8S, 5A;
Buendorf 13P, 3R, 1S; Kenley
Gehrke 1R; C.VanMaldeghem 33P,
7R, 7S, 1A; Savannah Farr 1R, 2S;
Stork 2R, 2S, 3A; Stadheim 1R.

"We had a lot of kids contributing
tonight," said Peterson "We hopped
out to a quick first half jump with
Gabby Schlaak hitting four 3’s, Ezra
Boerner hitting two 3’s, Camryn
VanMaldeghem hitting two 3’s, and
Clara Buendorf having 1. The girls

were
in control the whole game. We shot
the ball and rebounded well against
a couple of nice sized Alden-Conger
kids."

The Panthers took their 21-game
winning streak and No. 2 Class AA
state ranking to St. Clair last
Tuesday and came home with a 79-
49 victory.

NRHEG led 38-27 at halftime.
"It was a great team win," said

Coach Peterson. "We had a lot of
kids contributing tonight on the

offense
side of the ball. Defensively we
were solid. We adjusted to where
their shooters were, and were big on
the boards. The season is starting to
dwindle down."

Camryn VanMaldeghem had a big
game with 32 points while Quinn
VanMaldeghem pulled down an
impressive 19 rebounds.

Individually for the Panthers:
Schlaak 8P, 3R, 2S, 2A; Boerner 7P,

1R,
1S; Q.VanMaldeghem 11P, 19R, 4A,
4S; Buendorf 5P, 4R, 3S, 2A;
C.VanMaldeghem 32P, 8R, 5A; Farr
2R; Stork 14P, 7R, 1S, 1A; Emelia
Stadheim 2P, 1A; Aubrey
Hendrickson 1S.

The Panthers face Sleepy-Eye St.
Mary's at 7 tonight in New
Richland.

The section tournament starts
Feb. 23.

NRHEG boys’ basketball team wins 1 of 3

NON-CONFERENCE TRIUMPH — At left, , Brock Holland of the NRHEG boys’ basketball team drives to the hoop during Friday’s big 94-51 victory over Alden Conger. In the middle, the Panthers’
Brooks Gilliland dribbles in the lane. At right, NRHEG’s Fynn Baumann goes up for two.                                                                                                                                         Photos by Jim Lutgens

SEASON SWEEP — The NRHEG girls’ basketball team overwhelmed Hayfield 78-35 at New Richland Saturday to claim the out-
right Gopher Conference championship. Above, the Panthers’ Quinn VanMaldeghem (4) passes the ball in transition while
Hayfield’s Kalei Tank (12) give chase. The Panthers’ Ezra Boerner (2) trails the play. Below left, the Panthers’ Gabby Schlaak takes
it to the hoop. Below right, Camryn VanMaldeghem sets up for a three-point shot.                                                 Photos by Jim Lutgens

NRHEG girls rout
Vikings for overall
conference crown

“It was great so
see the girls show
up strong on a
big stage.”

— NRHEG coach
Onika Peterson
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Got news? 
507-837-6767

L E G A L  N O T I C E S

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 3 Burger nite 5-

7pm 
4  6pm  
BAR Bingo 

5 7pm HALL 
BINGO 

6 MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 6:30pm 

7  

8 Breakfast VFW 
8:00am  to noon  
WASECA COUNTY 
VETERANS   
 SERVICE OFFICE 

9  7 pm Post & 
AUX. Meeting 

10 Burger nite 
5-7pm 

119  6pm  
BAR Bingo 
 

12 7pm HALL 
BINGO 

13 MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 6:30pm 

14 

15  16  17 Burger nite 
5-7pm 

18 6pm  
BAR Bingo 

19 7pm HALL 
BINGO 

20     
MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 6:30pm 

21  

22  BREAKFAST VFW 
8:00am  to noon 

23 24  Burger nite 
5-7pm 

25 6pm  
BAR Bingo 

26 7pm HALL 
BINGO 

27     SLEIGH & 
CUTTER DINNER  

28 

       

February 2026 
SWEET SOMMERS VFW POST 1642 

HOURS OF OPERATION 
SUN.– MON. CLOSED 
TUE.– 1pm to 11pm Tue. Is Lady’s nite 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 from 4 to 6pm. 
WED.– SAT.-1pm to 11 pm 
POST & AUX MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license number 00385 

STATE OF MINNESOTA  
COUNTY WASECA 
 
DISTRICT COURT 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
PROBATE DIVISION 
Court File No.: 81-PR-26-90 
 
In Re: Marilyn J. Lund, a/k/a 
Marilyn Jean Lund  
and Marilyn J. Peterson, 
Decedent  
 
NOTICE AND ORDER OF 
HEARING ON 
PETITION FOR PROBATE 
OF WILL AND  
APPOINTMENT OF PER-
SONAL  
REPRESENTATIVE AND 
NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 
 
It is Ordered and Notice is given 
that on March 19, 2026, at 8:30 
a.m. via zoom, a hearing will be 
in this Court at 307 N. State 
Street, Waseca, Minnesota, for 
the formal probate of an instru-
ment purporting to be the Will of 
the Decedent dated May 6, 2014 
(“Will”), and for the appoint-
ment of Matthew J. Lund, whose 
address is 9955 Killdeer St., 
Coon Rapids, MN 55433, as 
Personal Representative of the 
Estate of the Decedent in an 

UNSUPERVISED � a SUPER-
VISED administration. Any ob-
jections to the petition must be 
filed with the Court prior to or 
raised at the hearing. If proper 
and if no objections are filed or 
raised, the Personal Representa-
tive will be appointed with full 
power to administer the Estate, 
including the power to collect all 
assets, to pay all legal debts, 
claims, taxes and expenses, to 
sell real and personal property, 
and to do all necessary acts for 
the Estate. Please see Notice of 
Remote Hearing. 
Notice is also given that (subject 
to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are re-
quired to present the claims to 
the Personal Representative or to 
the Court Administrator within 
four months after the date of this 
Notice or the claims will be 
barred. 
 
BY THE COURT 
Dated: 02/04/2026, 13:05:06 
P.M. 

/s/Carol M. Hanks 
Judge of District Court 
Shannon Asselin 
Court Administrator 
Attorney for Petitioner 
Susan T. Peterson-Lerdahl 
Henningson & Snoxell, Ltd.  
6900 Wedgwood Road, Suite 
200 
Maple Grove, Minnesota, 55311 
Attorney License No: 032159X  
Telephone: 763-560-5700 
FAX: 763-560-0110 
Email: speterson@hennsnox-
law.com 
Published in the Waseca County 
Pioneer February 12 and 19, 
2026 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF WASECA 

DISTRICT COURT 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
PROBATE COURT DIVISION 

Court File No.: 81-PR-25-943 
In Re: Estate of 
MARK J. PAULSON, 

Decedent  
ORDER AND NOTICE OF  
HEARING FOR FORMAL  

PROBATE OF WILL AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE IN UNSU-
PERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

AND  
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

——————————————
—————————— 
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS: 

It is Ordered and Notice is 
hereby given that on the 25th day of  
March, 2026, at  1:00 p.m., a hear-
ing will be held in the above named 

Court at Waseca, Waseca County, 
Minnesota, for the formal probate 
of an instrument purporting to be 
the will of the above named dece-
dent, dated November 17, 2025, 
and for the appointment of Sarah 
Marzinske whose address is 32088 
20th St, Janesville, MN 56048, as 
personal representative of the estate 
of the above named decedent, in an 
unsupervised probate, and that any 
objections thereto must be filed 
with the Court. That, if proper, and 
no objections are filed, personal 
representative will be appointed to 
administer the estate, to collect all 
assets, pay all legal debts, claims, 
taxes and expenses, and sell real 
and personal property, and do all 
necessary acts for the estate. Upon 
completion of the probate, the rep-
resentative shall file a final account 
for the allowance and shall distrib-
ute the estate to the persons there-
unto entitled as ordered by the 

Court and close the estate.  
Notice is further given that 

ALL CREDITORS having claims 
against said estate are required to 
present the same to said personal 
representative or to the Court Ad-
ministrator within four months after 
the date of this notice or said claims 
will be barred. 
Dated: 2/2/2026   

 /s/ Carol M. Hanks             
Judge of District Court 

/s/ Shannon Asselin                          
 Deputy Court Administrator 

   
PATTON, HOVERSTEN & 
BERG, P.A. 
Ellie J. James, #505790 
215 E Elm Ave, PO Box 249                         
Waseca, MN 56093 
507-835-5240 
ellie.james@phblawoffice.com 
Published in the Waseca County 
Pioneer February 12 and 19, 2026

We are accepting 
applications for:

1 bedroom apartments
Income guidelines apply

Vouchers accepted

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom 
Rent based on income

Professionally managed by:

SUMMIT
ON SECOND

APARTMENTS
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

507-201-3474

Johnson  
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
Operating in 

Waseca, Steele, 
Freeborn  
Counties 

johnsonrents.com
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Virtue of the Month

GENEROSITY - Sacred Heart School would like to honor their January Virtue of the Month recipients! January’s virtue was Gen-
erosity. These students were selected for their positive mindset, thankfulness and selflessness. Congratulations to Paxton, Natalie, 
Axton, Mary, Olive, Mason, Jacob, Calvin and Gavin! 

and it gives me something to do. Sanco 
Equipment out of Albert Lea loaned us 
the side by side, it’s just for the day, we 
don’t get to keep it, but it is sure helping 
to speed things up out here with all the 
coming and going.” 

Ryan Berg was out at the fishing spot, 
watching to make sure any kids who 
needed minnows as bait got them. For any 

who weren’t certain about baiting their 
hooks, Berg also helped with that. “I’m 
the director for the Legion Riders, we’re 
a new club and we would like to make 
this a yearly thing, so any way we can get 
the word out we’re going to. We’ve got 
lots of donated prizes, free hot dogs and 
condiments, hot chocolate, chips and as-
sorted cookies.” 

He went on to say money for the food 
was provided by the Minnesota Dark 
House and Angling Association, a state-
wide nonprofit organization aimed at pro-
tecting fishing heritage. After he was 
done speaking, Berg pulled out an ice 

cream bucket filled with red raffle tickets, 
fished around for one and called its 
number. Only seconds passed before Se-
rena Luckylewis arrived with her ticket 
and was handed a brand-new wearable 
head lamp. 

Phil Bufor was standing next to Berg, 
another organizer of the day’s event, 
“We’re excited to be new to the com-
munity, our club I mean. We are looking 
to create awareness for the Legion; people 
tend to forget it’s there and take it for 
granted. Awareness for veterans, same as 
the Legion, people tend to forget. Aware-
ness about fishing like this and seeing 

how it’s done is also a great message for 
kids, and to get them interested.” He was 
asked about the day’s warm temperatures 
and the threat of thin ice and he replied, 
“We are all about safety, we had a guy out 
here yesterday checking ice thickness. 
Greener World Solutions was also out 
here just this morning when they drilled 
the holes, another great donation, we all 
checked and the ice is still a good and 
solid 6 to 8 inches thick. Too many warm 
days like this and we might’ve had to can-
cel, but for today we’re good.” 

The American Legion Riders of Amer-
ica acknowledged the support of many 

area businesses through donations and 
volunteer work. Business named included 
NAPA Auto Parts of Waseca, Auto Value 
of Waseca, Ace Hardware of Waseca, 
Minnesota Darkhouse And Angling Asso-
ciation, Southside Marine and More of 
Waseca, Bomgaars of Waseca, Greener 
World Solutions, LLC, USA Branding 
Group of Madison Lake, Dales Marine of 
Madison Lake, Toby’s Barbershop of Ja-
nesville, Sanco Equipment of Albert Lea. 
Watch for this contest next year. This 
contest was put on in the loving memory 
of Brady Anderson. 

■ Fishing 
 from Page 1

masking at the Waseca VWF 
@8:30 p.m., on Friday, Feb. 27, 
2026, you will win an additional 
$50.00. The first correct guesses 
from Janesville, New Richland 
and Waseca win $150.00; and if 
you are at the unmasking, you 
will win an additional $50.00. 
Only five names will be drawn 
for $100 – must be present to 
win. 

Five names are drawn to win 
$50.00 – attendance at the un-
masking is not necessary. 

Contest rules Clues are pub-
lished by the Waseca County Pio-
neer; NRHEG Star Eagle, 
Facebook; and Waseca County 
News; Waseca Chamber of Com-
merce; KOWZ/KRUE radio; 
Waseca Sleigh & Cutter Festival. 

2. One guess allowed each 
week. 

3. Each entry must have name 
and complete address of person 
making the guess. Entries without 
complete information are not 
valid. 

4. Entrant must live in Waseca 
County and be over 18 years of 
age. 

5. If there are multiple correct 
guesses, a drawing will be made 
to determine the winner. 

6. If there are no correct 
guesses, a drawing will be made 

from all entries received. 
7. Entries must be received be-

fore 3:00 p.m. February 27, 2026. 
8. Submit entries to: 
a. WASECA: Submit entry at 

Waseca Music; 111 South State, 
Waseca, MN 56093; or via mail. 

b. JANESVILLE: Mail or drop 
off at Waseca Music; mark your 
entry as Janesville. 

c. NEW RICHLAND: Drop off 
at NRHEG STAR EAGLE 
NEWS; or mail to Waseca Music 
- mark your entry as New Rich-
land. 

Frosty sponsors: iWealth – 
Brad Connors; Domino’s; La-
tham Place; Mediacom; Lake 
Shore Inn; and Xcel Energy. 
Please thank these sponsors for 
supporting the 29th Annual 
Frosty Contest! 

Frosty: Week 5 Clue 
The medallion has been found 
But Frosty clues continue 
Who have you determined? 
The guess is within you 
 
With the MN heat wave 
Frosty may have been around 
Soaking in the sun or possibly 
Indoors sweeping the frozen 

ground 
 
Nights and Weekends can be 

spent 
here or there, cheering on 

plays 
Watching grandchildren on the 

ice and mat 
Reliving their glory days

■ Frosty 
 from Page 1

SMALL FISHERS, BIG FISHES - The inaugural “Fishing with the Riders” youth fishing event held by the American Legion Riders of Waseca encouraged around 45 children with their families to 
come out to Clear Lake on Valentine’s afternoon on Saturday, Feb. 14. Hunter Hayes was the young angler who caught the biggest fish, a bullhead, and received a $25 gift card from Dale’s Marine out 
of Madison Lake.                              Pioneer photos by Ben Revermann


